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PREFACE  TO  THE  THIRD  EDITION. 


Atteb  an  inteiral  of  •evenl  years,  the  translator  returns 
to  his  work  with  renewed  ardour ;  and,  having  devoted  much 
cue  to  the  present  edition,  hopes  he  has  succeeded  in  effect* 
ing  considerable  improvements,  especiallj  in  the  Ftoadiso. 

A  grneral  Introduction  is  prefixed,  entitled  '*  The  Spirit 
of  Dante,"  in  which  the  object  of  the  Divina  Comedia  is 
more  full V  developed  than  in  the  Introductions  to  the  several 
part.H  of  the  poem.  In  illustration  of  this  new  essay  the 
Proso  Works  of  Dante  have  been  resorted  to.  As  these 
have  II- »t  btH'n  translated,  mere  reference  to  the  "  De  Mon- 
aichia,"  written  in  Latin,  and  to  the  "Convito"  in  Italian, 
would  have  U'tMi  uscIchs  to  the  English  reader.  Copious 
extract**  have  therefore  been  appended  to  "The  Spirit  of 
Dante;"  and  from  the  perusal  of  these,  a  more  intimate 
acquaintaiK'e  with  Dante*s  mind  will  be  obtained  than  by 
study  of  tho:*e  ponderous  commentaries  which  have  long 
weighed  down  the  Poet  and  his  Poem. 

Tlie  Notes  have  been  compressed,  to  suit  the  plan  of  foot- 
notes now  firvt  adopted ;  and  the  text  is  frequently  explained 
in  I>ant«>'rt  own  words  by  quotation  from  the  important 
work."*  ab«»ve  referred  to. 

Th«*  pre!«<'iit  translation  of  the  Comedia  was  originally 
drdieated— the  Inferno  to  Lord  Brougham,  the  Purgatorio 
to  Dr.  Howley  (late  Archbishop  of  Canterbur)'),  and  the 
Pari<)iso  to  I-»ord  Denman — all  ardent  admirers  of  Dante, 
and  uiost  kind  in  the  encouragement  and  assistance  they 
affonied  to  the  translator.  To  other  friends  he  is  also  much 
indebted,  and  especially  to  Lady  Dacre,  to  the  Hon.  un^ 
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Veiy  Eev.  Dr.  Howard,  Dean  of  Lichfield,  to  Mr.  PaniiKi, 
And  last,  not  lea^t,  to  Count  Marioni,  from  whose  eiqiui^iie 
taste,  and  nutrrellous  knowledge  of  Dante,  the  tranalatar 
has  denved  the  greatest  advantage  in  preparing  the  present 
edition. 

The  gloom  and  severity  which  characterise  the  opening  of 
the  poem  having  detcrreil  many  from  persevering  in  the 
study  of  Dante,  the  translator  begs  to  recommend  his  readers 
not  to  dweU  on  the  horrors  of  the  Inferno,  but  to  speed  their 
flight  with  the  poet  to  the  calm  regions  of  the  Purgatorio, 
and  the  sublime  rapture  of  the  Paradiso. 

Ab  Dante  has  been  much  blamed  for  anachramBm,  and  for 
grouping  together  heathens  and  Christians,  the  following 
quotation  will  not  be  out  of  place.  "  Our  ancestors  of  the 
middle  ages  were  not  particular  in  drawing  that  strong  line 
of  demarcation  between  the  clossieal,  Jewish,  and  Christian 
periods  that  we  do.  They  saw  only  Christendom  eveiy- 
■where:  they  regarded  the  past  only  in  relation  to  Chris- 
iianity. — Hence  we  find  in  the  early  ecclesiastical  monu- 
ments and  edifices  such  a  strange  assembly  of  pagan,  scrip- 
tural, and  Christian  worthies We  must  remember 

that  the  personages  here  brought  together  in  their  Christian 
character  belong  no  more  to  our  earth,  but  to  heaven  and 
eternity ;  for  them  there  is  no  longer  time  or  place.  They 
are  assembled  together  in  the  perpetual  communion  of 
aaints."  (Sacred  and  Legendary  Ait.  By  Mrs.  Jameson. 
Introduction. 


THE  SPIRIT  OP  DANTE. 


Tm  leading  idea  in  Dante's  mind  mm — GhxL  On  Ood 
Ua  thongfata  were  continually  fixed.  Hia  lofe,  Hii  gloiyy 
vera  eret  peient  to  hia  mind* 

In  hia  new,  the  nnifene  ia  a  manifiastalion  of  Godr—aii 
oatponrin^  of  Hia  splendoar,  infinitelj  ooomnuuGiited,  yet 
ever  undiminiahedr-Hi  mirror,  in  which  are  reflected  the 
RnFer,  the  Wiidom,  and  the  Love  of  the  ffreat  CrM^ 

In  the  unity  of  Ood,  Dante  reoogniaed  m  Sountun  of  that 
whidi  preacribea  to  all  thinga  their  impropriate  &no« 
and  regulatea  the  muTer«e  at  bj  one  nnemng  law4 

Seeing  all  thii  admirable  order  ronng  firom  nnity,§  Dante 
eooaiderrd  heavenly  government  as  tne  tnie  pattern  of  earthly ; 
and  would  fain  have  the  kingdoms  of  this  world  all  sabjected 
to  the  paternal  control  of  one  supreme  Governor,  who  should 
compose  their  jarring  interests,  and  maintain  on  earth  that 
peace  which  reigns  in  heaven.|| 

How  opposite  to  such  ideal  perfection  was  the  condition 
of  the  world  when  Dante  wept  over  its  manifold  calamities  I 
Instead  of  that  universal  peace  which  prevailed  at  the  birth 
of  our  Saviour,  under  what  ne  considered  the  divinely*ordained 
gQiverament  of  a  Boman  Emperor,  he  saw  kingdom  arrayed 
against  kingdom — state  against  state— citizen  against  cituen 

and  vice  ao  dominant,  that  earth  might  rather  be  deemed 
a  picture  <^  hell  than  of  heaven. 

The  authority  of  the  Caesars  he  saw  had  been  usurped  by 
a  power  which  professed  to  be  spiritual,  but  which  actually 
waa  of  a  most  worldly  character,  arrogating  to  itself  a  pomp 
and  dominion  wholly  inconsistent  with  the  example  and 
preeepts  of  the  Saviour. — His  command  that  the  things 
Monging  to  Qod  and  the  things  bi*longing  to  Ca»ar  should 
be  kqit  distini*t,  had  been  subverted  by  an  ambitious  aiid 
inpadous  priesthood.    The  two  great  means  of  civilization 

*  Pw.  I.  64 ;  ziT.  S7 ;  zzri.  65 ;  zzriii.  S,  9 ;  zzz.  40. 

t  Pw.jniL67;  uiz.  11,148;  xxx.  100.  t  Fir.  L  109,  ete« 

S  De  MoMfehi*.  a  L  pp.  24,  50  (FratioeUrs  edit) 

I  IM  MmuKL  p.i&   CoBfito,  Tnt.  ir.  csp.  4. 
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had  thus  been  confounded*  The  eword  of  Justice,  entrusted 
to  the  Emperor,  and  the  sword  of  the  Spirit,  entrusted  to 
the  Pastor  of  the  Church,  had  c«ssed  to  exercise  their  dis- 
tinct and  appropriat«  functions.  The  "  two  suns"  which 
were  ordained  to  illuminnte  the  worldt — the  one  dispensing 
to  nations  the  blessingB  of  order  and  peace,  the  other  shining 
inwardly  in  the  hearts  of  men,  and  b;  its  gentle  influence 
disposing  them  to  respect  the  paternal  government  of  the 
ci™  power — these  two  luminaries  were  no  more  to  be  distin- 
guished :  the  one  bad  quenched  the  other; J  and  as  the 
miits  of  this  rebellion  against  the  law  of  Heaven,  iireligion 
and  anarchy  prevailed  throughout  the  earth. 

With  tears  of  sorrow  and  indignation,  Dante  wept  orer 
the  ■rices  and  miseries  of  his  couutrpucn.  He  saw  tbem  led 
aatraj  by  the  evil  eiample  of  one  who  was  intended  to  bo 
tbeir  spiritual  giiide  and  master^ — who  sitting  in  the  pUoe 
of  Chnst,  made  a  mockery  of  His  humility,  and  appropriating 
to  himself  the  revenues  of  the  Church,  to  the  ciclusion  of 
tbeir  rightful  possessors,  the  unbefriended  children  of  po- 
verty.ll  sepired  to  a  throne  exalted  far  above  the  kings  of  the 
eartu.  Such  was  the  view  which  Christendom  presented  to 
Dante,  when  in  the  full  maturity  of  age  his  transcendent 
intellect  awoke  to  a  sense  of  the  miseries  around  him,  and 
traced  their  origin  to  an  unhallowed  perversion  of  divine 
institntions.  The  cause  of  the  evil  once  apparent,  Dante 
hesitated  not  to  apply  a  remedy— pegardless  of  dwiger  to 
himself  in  denouncing  the  guilty,  however  exalted  their  rank 
in  Church  or  State.T 

To  redress  the  grievancea  of  a  benighted  people — to  redeem 
tbem  from  vice,  from  wretehedness,  and  from  misgovem- 
ment, — to  inspire  them  with  a  reverence  for  God,  and  for 
those  laws  which  He  had  established  for  their  benefit, — this 
was  the  "  honoured  enterprise"  Dante  undertook — the  grand 
aim  of  that  "  Sacred  Poem"  to  which  he  thenceforth  devoted 
his  entire  faculties. 

He  himself  tells  us,  that  rejecting  all  subtle  investigation 
into  the  many  senses  in  which  his  work  may  be  underatood, 
"  the  object  of  the  whole  and  of  each  part  is  simply,  to  rescue 
the  living  from  a  state  of  miseiy,  and  to  conduct  them  to 

•  Pufg.  xti.  127.  1  Puf^.  Hi.  107.  t  Pw.  ivi.  109. 

^  Inf.  xix.  104.     Purg.  «i.  59,  IDS.     Par.  ii.  132;  mii.  1S6, 
J  Pai.iii.  Sd.  t  Pu.  ivii.  119,  136. 
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luppiium ;"  *  that,  '• 
nob  conditioii  of  thoee  i 


*'  more*]  with  companion  for  the  nuBa- 
thoee  whom  be  had  lelt  behind  in  th« 
Tulg^  pftcttiiT*,  he  wu  desirous  to  communicate  to  othen 
*  porttun  of  thv  food  he  had  i^ithcred  at  the  feet  of  those 
who  Mte  at  the  bloesed  tahie,"t 

la  this  view  of  the  Dirina  Comedia,  all  minor  aima,  real 
or  tmaginarr,  are  lost  nud  absorhed  in  the  grand  idea  be  pro- 
puBnl  to  hioiKir.  Ill  thin  view  alio  is  exploded  the  prejudice 
of  judging  the  man  and  the  po«^t  by  tbe  Inferao  oiuy.  The 
lobimo  beeomea  mainly  an  introduction  to  the  poem— a 
BKttu  to  an  end— a  warning  to  bumuuty  pABeing  through 
Ihta  Tale  of  teara  to  the  regions  of  etemi^.  Dante  himself 
vani  ua  not  to  dwell  on  the  miseriex  of  the  tormented,  leat 
we  ahould  be  dismayed  and  divcrti'd  from  our  lofty  aim.{ 
The  bloanogB  which  follow— the  renewal  of  tbe  soul — the 
joj%  of  bearen — Iheae  are  the  themes  on  which  ho  loves  to 
eipatialg.  luriug  on  his  readers  bv  the  exquisite  tendemsM 
^  ifae  Paroatono,  to  the  unequalled  sublimity  of  the  Pant 
^^JhM|AaB  light  aad  love  and  harmony  are  the  sole  elements 
^^^^^^^M  perfect  mastcrpieee. 

^^^^^^^biKUi  on  the  rariuus  allusions  embraced  in  eo  eiten- 
^^^^^^Hk  tnay  haTu  been  interestLng  to  Italians  five  centa- 
^^Onjp^VUt  tltey  otvuera  not  lu  in  the  present  day.  To  oa, 
TlMile  ia  iiit«mting,  not  only  because  ois  poetry  is  of  the 
highest  ofdrr.  but  brcansu  he  writes  on  subjects  which  deeply 
iiMiura  the  whole  human  fomily.  We  regard  Dante,  not  as 
OneirarOkibeliiie^— uP^ist  or  Antipapist, — as  Florentine 
or  Intian.  We  nod  his  Ulb  in  the  thirsting^  of  his  soul  for 
the  pcgriM  of  the  homaii  race,  and  his  anticipations  of  ita 
nhjaato  happmeea.  We  see  in  him  tbe  Christian — tbe 
patriot — the  abjurar  of  juirty — tbe  ossertcr  of  liberty — the 
defro^er  of  tnilh— tbe  revifer  of  literature  and  dTilisatios } 
— oa  MTDi-tt  and  enlightened  man,  whose  mission  it  was,  not 
to  nnarii  oow  prim-iplr*  or  new  doetrinet,  not  to  anoeato 
to  fiiwnlf  epootolic  power«,E  but  to  shew  how  far  the  . ..  . 
ganrummttt  of  tbe  world  bad  deviated  from  that  system  wl 
God  iMd  pnacribed,  and  by  a  contrast  of  rice  and  rirtw, 
mmrj  mm  happineM,  to  (timulato  mankind  to  a  reoorerf 
of  iMr  lert  iBAcntoDce. 
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"  0  iueBaWe  Wbdom  •  .  .  how  weak  ii  our  miad  to  comprebend  71i«e '. 
And  jm.  for  wboe  boie&t  uid  gTali5i»doD  I  viitf,  in  irhu  bliodneajc 
lira, — DDl  raumg-  tout  ejin  abovi  to  tbeae  thiofs,  bul  keeping  ihem  fixed 
is  the  mire  of  ;aur  foolkhnesa." — Couvilo,  Tmt.  iii.  cap.  G. 

"It  ia  Ibe  iDtentioii  of  God  Uutcniy  created  tbiiig ■bould represent  Iha 
Dinne  likenaa  ■«  far  a>  jta  nature  allows,  acoordiog  to  ibe  aajinir.  '  LrC 
ui  atke  man  in  our  own  imaf^.'  And  tboiig-b  >l  ranool  be  nid  that  inferior 
TUlnm  are  made  in  tbe  imi|^  of  God,  EtiJl,  all  maj  be  nid  M  bear  a  smi- 
litnde  to  Him,  olnoe  tlu  whole  unirerae  is  nothing  dae  bul  a  trace  of  llw 
Dirine  goodaeaa."— De  Mouarcbii,  B.  i.  p.  Si  (Fratii;elli'a  edition.) 

"Be  it  known  in  the  Brat  place  that  Ood  and  Naturf  make  nothing  idle ; 
but  tliat  whaterer  be  bringi  into  bein^  u  ordaiacd  to  >ome  octire  purpooe. 
For  Ibe  creature  is  not  the  ullioiala  object  of  itae  Crmlor,  as  such,  bat  the 
proper  operation  of  that  creature.  Hence,  not  the  end  IVir  the  being ;  bat 
the  being  ia  created  for  the  end." — De  Hon.  B.  i.  p.  11. 

*'  Unerring  PratideDee  has  appointed  to  man  two  ends  to  be  aimed  mt, — 
rii.  the  happiness  ofthis  life,  which  oonsina  in  the  active  operatioii  of  hi* 
peculiar  function,  and  is  figured  bj  the  Terrestrial  Paradise ;  and  tha  h^>- 
jiiaaaaofthB  life  eternal,  which  consiats  in  Iheenjoymenl  of  the  Di>iae  aspaoc, 
to  vhioh  man's  own  proper  virtue  caimat  ascend,  uoleea  assisted  b;  Divbia 
light,— which  is  represented  by  the  Heavenly  Paradise.  To  these  two  Idnfc 
of  hipptnesB,  as  it  were  to  different  conclusions,  we  most  arrive  hj  diS^ 
'entmaans.  For  to  the  first  we  anive  by  means  of  pliilDsophioal  stmliai; 
rbUDwing  them  up  bj  the  practice  of  moral  and  intellectual  virtue.  The 
.Moond  we  reSMSh  by  n^^ans  of  spiritual  writicigs,  which  surpass  human  rea- 
.son  1  Ibllowiog  them  up  by  the  practice  of  the  theological  virtoES,  vii.  hope 
"and  charity."— De  Moa.  B.  iii.  p.  191. 

"  The  best  state  of  man  is  that  in  which  be  is  most  free  ....  and  the 
finrndatiDn  of  our  liberty  is — freedom  of  the  will,  which  maoy  prate  of,  but 
few  undenland.  .  .  .  And  this  liberty.  orsonnieafaUliberty.iithegreBl- 
Mt  hlenng  that  Ood  bath  bestowed  on  human  nature ;  sioco  by  meana  of 
this  is  SDCured  our  happiness  here  aa  men,  and  our  happiness  hereafter  u 
gods."-  -De  Uon.  p.  36,  3a. 

"Other  fbundatian  can  no  man  lay  than  that  which  is  Uid.  which  is  Christ 
Jesoa.  Bt Bimteif  u  tlu  rock  Hpoa  which  Iht  C^urchu  built."  (In  Dante^ 
own  words,  "  Fnsdamentum  aliud  nemo  potest  ponere,  prKter  id  quod  po- 
ritiTm  eat,  qui  ol  Christus  Jetus.  Iptt  rut  prtra,  super  quwn  ediScala  eat 
Znaeaia.")— De  Honarchii,  B.  iii.  p.  170. 


BXTIUCTM    THtiil    DANTE  8   PROBE 

*  Uyfnr  on  il"'  rvr^reooe  irbith  m  pioiK  Km  own  hia  fiiihcr  and  ma- 
■r,— pMHW  lonnja  Chrltt,  pluiu  tonrda  tlie  Church,  pioii*  tovanla  tlis 
lagr,  plou*  loiiard*  nil  Cbrialinu,  I  cDnunance  in  lliu  book  a  lUugfta 


otighoul  tbe 

*■  B*&n  lh»  Cfanraii  ■«>  the  Old  and  Vew  Testament Aftir  the 

Aonh  kra  TywUtlon,  which  Ihr;  call  Decretals,  ...  It  IbUows  iljerrrore 
feat  tb>  •nihoity  of  ihr  Church  deprnd*  not  on  tradilloiu.  but  [rsditioaa 
Mtbriiiinih."  (1b  I>iDte'>*anIi:  "  Antequidaa  RcclniBin  luiil  ratiw 
■  aaTDB  TiMaiimluni.  .  .  ,  Pml  Eccliidam  Trro  gimt  inutiQiuiea,  quw 
a  dMUBl,"  Ic)— Da  Mou.  B.  iii.  p.  130. 

;  but 


ai>vuailno  caiDmendaEaiii  ttdme"  Ao.J — 


■*  Btv;  diiav  lav  i<  found  <n  ana  or  olber  of  Ihc  two 
•MWr  CM  I  Snd  thai  the  care  of  (empunl  tnatlen 

On  Uh  0000*17.  t  find  tliat  th«  Hnt  printi  wero  removed  from 
■  bjr  k«,  and  iht  latu  prieau  bv  commaDd  of  Chrial  lo  bia  diaciptaa." 
^Oaaii  ^Biqiiediiina  lei.diiorum  (Miauientonim  (jTrmia  ContineliiT:  ilt 

HiiiM  nwsuo  rrperini  non '"  '- 

I  — iiAiliii  urino,  ral  noi 
Llttt-p-IM. 

at  thai  ooiTCnaJ  pMOOUoTall  Ihioirn  beat niited  to lb< pn- 

■  bappiaMi.  .  >  .  UeDCt,  (be  imx  from  batTen  ipoke  not 

(,  Mr  vf  bOMNin,  nor  ef  bnuty,  but  of  peaoe.     For  tbe  heavei^ 

it  *  Ql*n  to  Ool  in  th*  bigbeat,  and  on  earth  peaoe,  rood-wis 

rf  mm:^~Dt  Mm.  B.  L  pp.  14, 10. 

MlhakiaMatnkiil.  is  United  powKaionof  earth,  doe  not  raw,  h|f 
••vankw  In  obtain  irlor}.  atWFawbjFxpericnee.wanand  diacordn^ 
•Mtivh  anaa  brivrrn  kinKdoma.  .  .  -  and  Ibua  bapplnraa  ia  fruitiaML' 
W^mliri.W  ordar  to  do  away  wiili  lhi«e  woe*  and  (hair  cauaea,  it  ii  B»ft 
•^■fjt  ,  .  .  that  Ihfre  •hould  bi'  •  tnuuaroh,  i.e.  one  talt  prince,  vbo,  pti#** 
aarisc  «T«7  U>ib(,  and  usable  ■«  deaire  more,  thould  keep  klnga  oonUat 
mflMB  tba  bnandariia  of  thrir  kioiidom*,  ao  aa  lo  wcure  peac  amonp  IbuD, 
Mm  ^»t»  amj  f  ria  r».  tlghbonw  lore  one  another,  £umli«  oblain  all  Ibcir 

V^Mhn  11  la  vrtdint  thai  lo  tha  uoirwinl  perrBction  of  Uie  uniTanl  »• 
taM  «r  ItekaSM  n«a.  tb*r*  ia  oanl  of  one  alaenBan  aa  it  were,  who  000- 
iMartu  tha  Jfcwl  toadiliaaa  of  the  world,  and  rripdallng  tarlooa  «ul 
■aBBHrr  dMia,  ihiiiH  ban  •  Doiret**!  and  unquoiUaoable  rl«bi.if  g«r«n- 
MML  Aadfhto«as*laaalladf«ran<rUnwe,  "Imperiua,"  without  Hqr 
■*litl».  hawM*  tl  a  tbe  ^BnaandnwDl  of  all  otbar  comnandmeata ;  and 
•Mankir  wba  ieinoialadnihlaofflua  ia  called  "ImpTndan>,''bFoaiiae  he 
b  UM«BBMa*derarall  oommasdmcuiB  1  and  wha!  hadndareaiaUw  to  all, 
tai  wM  ta  b  nbejed  bf  all  ...  and  Ibui  it  ii  naolA-t  Uiat  the  tmpa> 
■W  BiUaBlf  aaid  aBthDnlf  la  tba  hl^beal  in   huiuui  eodatj."— Ctonnlo, 

I  not  rMHiir*  baiw  fron  tba^ 

1.  fhal  te  Vtoar  of  Uod  can  do  (ba  like.     Vte  Ood  doM,  ud  wUl 
M  of  Uh  utgtda,  wUob  Ik*  Tlw  at  a<1lMlW>. 


I 


■Bponlkl 
H  follow,  I 


Ill  IITBACTS  FBOM  DASTE  S   PROSE  WOEKB. 

ttmoT  of  St.  PetiT.  cnnnol  do.  .  .  .  For  Chriit  mid  lo  PMct  :  '  I  irill  giro 
you  the  keys  of  the  kingdom  ofh««Mi.'  ij.  I  vill  nuke  ;au  the  door-kepps^ 
of  the  kingdom  of  hnnn.  He  Ihen  adde, '  Aod  vbaitoeTn-  Uiou  ibalt  bind,' 
ftc.  i^.  shall  )Hnd  and  loosr  nhalern'  rvlues  to  that  ofliee  (Et  roc  sEnum  uni- 
Vsnale  quod  iDoliiditur  in '  ^tiodcttmfut,'  nmtnihitur  in  nia  diAribudaas  ab 
officio  cUTium  »gni  cielarum.  Et  lie  aimuDciido,  irra  rii  ilia  propoMtio : 
■bsoluta  Tcro  non,  ut  patel) ;  and  tliererare  I  affirm  thai,  ilthougb  IheMC- 
aauoTof  Peler.  according  tothorequiremeDtof  tfaeoffioe  commiltfd  (aPeta, 
na;  bind  and  Iook;  it  do«  not  follaw  that  be  cau  bind  or  looof  the  decnat 
or  lain  of  the  Ein)ure.  .  .  .  For  tb*  naurpadon  of  light  don  not  conalitute 
,  >%ht.  ...  *  Ujkin^om.'Chiiat  laid.'iinotof  thiaworld.'i.r.— notttaat 
'  Ohriit,  who  i*  God,  is  not  Lord  of  tbia  vu-1d,  .  .  .  but  that  ho  ia  ui  exam- 

&pf thsChurcb.vhichhHdnolthecareof ChlskingdoiD.  .  .  .  Itislheie- 
raffidentlj  pnivi?d  that  the  authority  of  the  Empire  doea  not  in  tbe  leaat 
dependontheCbnrch(abEccIesiaiiiim[iiedepeadere.)  .  .  .  It  i»  clear  that 
the  temporal  aotfaorit?  of  the  mooarch  drwends  upon  him  without  aoj  me- 
dium from  the  FouotaiD  of  universal  autharilf." — He  Uon.  B.  iii.  pp.  MO, 
168,  176,  190, 199, 19B.    (FratioeUi.) 

"  It  la  oontmj  to  tbs  dutir  entnuted  to  the  Emperor  to  rend  tbe  EmpiN 
•  .  .  ^,  aJ<^«y,ume  digtiitieanerealieuatedfrom  (he Empire  bjCoa- 
(tantioo  ...  (ho  Church  bad  DOpowerlareceiTethemasapoeseaeianibDt 
obIj'  m  a  ditpenaer  of  (rui»  for  the  poor."—  De  Man.  B,  iiL  pp.  166, 170, 
174.     (See  «l«o  Jnf  lii.  Bl ;  Purg.  jvi.  127;  Par.  iiii.  83  ;  UTii.  40.) 

"  Let  it  be  tmdentiwd,  that  by  '  m?  love,'  in  thi«  allegory,  i«  nlvayi  lu- 
deialood  Ihii  study  (of  pbilixuphy)  wbich  ia — tbe  applicBlipo  of  tbii  mind 
to  that  thiD;-  of  wbkh  it  is  vniuuuurcd,  .  .  .  Sy  love,  1  mean  the  aludj  1 
underwent inorderto  via  tbelavcof  tbiaLadj. .  .  .  PbiluBaphjisalariiig 
exercise  of  wisdom,  wbich  it  mostly  eiereised  towards  God,  since  in  Him 
axtiu  the  bishesi  wisdom  and  the  bigbest  loie.  .  .  .  Thistovc  i^maniftat 
in  the  use  ofwiddom.  which  use  produoes  tronderf ul  beaulica,  i.f.  conteot- 
menl  in  every  aituslioa  of  life,  and  contempt  of  (hose  thin^  whicb  other* 
allow  to  become  their  masters." — Convito,  Tntt.  ii,  cap.  16 ;  iii.  13,  13. 

"  Oh  !  during  bow  many  nights,  when  the  eyes  of  others  were  repoaiagf 
in  Bleep,  were  mine  coiitem  plating  the  habitatian  of  my  love." — Convito, 
l^at.  iii.  cap.  1. 

"  Sbc^  (Wisdom) "  la  useful  to  all  people,  nnce  her  aspect  asaists  our  Fdth, 
vUah Is  laefbl  above  all  ibin^  to  the  whole  human  race,Bmce  Faith  is  that 
hr  whieb  wa  eaoape  etenial  death,  and  obuin  eternal  life." — CodtjIo, 
Int.  iii.  cap.  7. 

"TheUfeafm7heaft,>V.ofmy  inner  man,  iswonltobe  ■  sweet  thought, 
—m  thought  which  frequently  anends  to  Ood; — i.e.  I  contemplate  in 
tbought  the  kingdom  of  the  blened." — Coavito,  T^t.  ii.  cap.  8. 

"  Christ  is  the  way,  the  truth  and  the  light ;  the  way,  because  by  it  we 
proceed  without  obstacle  to  immortal  happineas ;  the  truth,  becsose  Be 
admits  not  any  error;  the  light,  because  he  disiipales  in  us  the  dariciuiB 
of  worldly  ignorance." — Conrilo,  Tnil.  ii.  cap.  9. 

"Arnon;  all  follies,  that  is  the  most  stolid,  vile  and  damaable,  which  ad- 
Bib  a  bc^f  that  nflel  this  hfe  there  is  no  other;  since  if  we  coosolt  the- 
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lot  ■■  a  beart."— CoBfito,  Tmt  fi.  oap.  8. 


1bfH«liaadb0BidUoaapenoaltfood;  battoffvB^aadlMnedtBMan^ 


bliDoe  to  the  beaeati  of  God*  wbo 
."— CoBTtto*  TVat.  i.  cap.  8. 


MEMOIR  OF  DANTE. 


Daktb  was  bom  at  Floreace  in  1265,  banished  in  1302,  and 
died  at  Baveima  in  1321.  He  supposes  his  poem  to  com- 
mence in  1300,  when  he  was  at  the  ^e  of  35.  Aa  it  was 
not  finished  for  several  jeare  aftcrw&rds,  he  was  thua  eDabled 
to  allude  in  a  prophetical  manner  to  many  events  which  had 
Ktually  taken  plsiee. 

Dante  derived  his  lineage  from  the  noble  family  of  tlie 
Alighieri.  He  received  a  learned  education  under  the  iostnio- 
tioa  of  Brunetto  Latiui,  the  most  distinguished  scholar  of 
the  age,  and  applied  himself  to  literature  and  science  with 
setonishing  ardour  and  success.  "  I  so  weakened  my  eyes," 
he  says,  "  with  reading,  that  the  stars  appeared  to  me  studded 
vitb  A  kind  of  whiteness ;  but  by  long  rest  in  coot  places,  aud 
bathing  my  eyes  in  pure  water  I  wholly  recovered  mv  tanner 
■ight."*  At  the  age  of  24  he  became  a  soldier,  and  gained 
great  distinction  in  the  field. 

In  his  boyhood  Daule  conceived  a  strong  affection  for 

»  Beatrice,  the  daughter  of  Folco  Fortinari.  He  hiuself  tells 
US,  in  his  Vita  Nuova.  that  Beatrice  was  scarcelv  nine  years 
old  when  he  first  saw  her.  "  I  speak  the  truth,"  he  adds, 
**  when  1  say  that  at  that  moment  the  spirit  of  life  which 
dwells  in  the  most  secret  chamber  of  the  heart  began  to 
tremble  so  violently,  that  I  felt  it  dreadfully  in  every  pulse... 
From  that  time  forward  love  ruled  my  soul ;.,..  and  1  saw  in 
her  BO  many  noble  aud  prai»evrorthy  quatitiea,  that  assuredly 
it  may  be  said  of  her  in  the  words  of  the  poet  Homer  :  '  She 
does  not  appear  to  be  the  daughter  of  uiortal  man,  but  of 
God.'  "  This  passion  increased  with  bis  age  ;  and  Beatrice 
first  inspired  hun  with  that  love  of  poetry  which  proved  his 
consolation  amid  all  the  subsequent  ndamitiee  of  his  eventfbl 
life.  What  were  the  obstaclea  to  their  union  we  are  not 
informed ;  but  the  cause  may  perhaps  be  found  in  the  violent 
_  &mily  disputes  and  political  schisms  which  in  that  age  were 
L  carried  to  an  eitent  not  easily  imagined.  She  married  Simone 
I      de'  Bardi,  and  died  in  the  24th  year  of  her  age,     Her  death 


■  Coovilo,  Trit.  iiL  L  9, 


unoiB  OF  D.uETB.  an 

I  tbo  grealeat  grief;  and  it  appears  to  have 

e  Ticw  of  distracting  hie  mind  trotn  the  tnetan- 

vbich  he  was  plunged,  that  bis  friends  exerted 

to   brine  about  a   marriage  between  him   and 

^Udjr  of  tho  Douati  family.     By  her  he  had  five 

~l  daughter.     The  memory,  howerer,  of  Beatrice 

Is  pffoccd,  that  his  devotioti  to  her,  after  her  death, 

D  incresBijd  intt^nsity.     And  where  is  the  difficulty 

'  that  a  creaturo  of  lupcrior  beauty  and  eicel- 

1  m  her  life-time  inspired  Dante  with  so  deep  a 

1,  alionlil,  aAer  death,  be  invested  by  the  poet  with 

p  bririittieM,  &nd  exalted  to  the  mansions  of  heaven  ? 

a  tiua  tilDe  Beatrice  is  tranaformed  into  a  pureir  ideal 

leonea  not  only  the  guardian  Angel  of  Dante, 

wm  KKomes  a  most  exalted  character  as  the 

1  of  heavenly  Wisdom.     Henceforth  she  is  a 

B  vhich  the  Poet  descants  in  descriptions  of  endless 

d  beaulT."     And  worthv  of  the  "  Beauty  of  Holi- 

t  the  divine  lays  in  which  Dant«  bos  ensnrined  his 

I  Bntnce ;  thus  holding  with  her  an  uninterrupted 

.  and  seuing  on  the  wings  of  devotion  to  the 

ima  of  bliss  and  glory.t 

ions  of  the  Ouelfs  and  Ohibeline*  had  long  dis- 

ly — the  fonncf,  partisans  of  the  pope — the  tatter, 

>  Bmperon.  to  whom,  as  heira  of  the  Csears,  Italy 

gad,  ud  whose  risht  had  been  acknowledged,  till  the 

*  '  nl  by  the  gifts  of  mcceeding  Emperors,  sasumed 

■  well  a*  a  spiritual  dominion. 

I  Daute  was  a  Uuelf,  and  to  this  party  ho  had 

1  attnchod ; — attaining  such   reputation   as  a 

t,  flwt  he  was  rmployed  on  several  embassies,  and 

p  to  for  advice  in  all  emergencies.     When  he  wai 

■  of  age,  and  acting  as  one  of  tho  Prion  or 

•  Sm  Ite.  StOL  le.  uul  lITli.  91,  HI.  IS. 

t  n*  BatriM  U  Duitr  n-prrtwnli  und«  oB*  nuaa  irven]  charwMn, 
jfeaOv,  !■!  Bat  1^  Mav.  In  Um  Vita  Kuan,  wriltvn  in  b»  joiiih,  dia 
I*  te  Uvtaff  Wnnr  witk  vhcw  pmuul  ehumi  h*  *»  uwRioiind.  On 
br  4Mk  W  M  neoiuM  to  lb*  eoMoktlMM  of  PhOowpbji  ind  Is 
r^lhiiilj  ha  tnmftn  Dm  UU*  of  ll«Mrlca  ia  hk  Cootlio.  uid  Id  Ih* 
IwiliW  Pw^tt*  el  O*  Purntorio.  In  tb*  Puadim  bi  pmnnlAM  In 
hM.lHtvalr  mrfOB.  (Sm  Ooavlto,  TnLlLeap.  Ifl.Tnl.  tU.««p,  I.) 
B«T  111    Tri   fTW  DmIi  b  bMWtUUIjr  daetlb*!  In  hi*  coutm^aat. 


chief  mngiatratea  of  Fiorence  in  the  year  1300,  the  Guelfo 
quarrelled  among  themselvee,  and  divided  into  thij  fikctions 
of  the  Neri  and  Biaiiehi. 

The  Bianchi  being  in  some  measure  inclined  to  the  Olii- 
belines,  ancient  animosities  were  revived  with  increased  fury, 
and  the  two  parties  soon  came  to  blows.  Sy  the  odnce  of 
X)aute,  whose  Lmpartiality  and  disregard  for  all  private  feelings 
were  remarkably  evinced  at  thitt  crisis,  the  leadera  of  both 
parties  were  bsniahed.  Another  set  of  Magistrates,  however, 
coming  soon  after  into  office,  recalled  the  Bianchi ;  when  the 
Keri  bad  recourse  to  Pope  Bouiface  VIII.,  who  waa  well 
pleased  to  embrace  any  opportunity  of  reetoring  the  as- 
cendancy of  the  Ouelfa. 

At  the  instigation  of  Boniface,  Charles  of  Valois,  brother 
to  the  King  of  France,  undertook  an  expedition  against 
Florence.  Making  the  moat  solemn  promises  to  the  Hepubho 
that  he  would  act  as  a  mediator  only,  he  was  admitted  into 
the  city.  By  flattery  and  deceit  he  cajoled  both  parties,*  till 
he  had  acquired  power ;  and  then  threw  the  leaders  of  the 
Bianchi  into  pnson,  and  permitted  tho  Neri,  who  re- 
turned with  hiin,  to  commit  the  most  atrocious  outrages. 
Houses  were  pillaged  to  gratify  the  avarice  of  Charles  ;  and 
sentence  of  exile  and  confiscation  was  passed  on  600  citizens. 
Among  these  was  Uuute,  who  having  excited  the  hostility 


sy  to 

Thus 


of  Pope  Boniface  by  resisting  the  introduction  of  foreigners 
into  Florence,  and  being  at  this  time  on  an  emboi 
Borne,  fell  a  victim  to  the  machinations  of  his  enemy, 
he  suddenly  found  himself  a  banished  uiao,  condemned  to 
be  burnt  to  death,  and  without  even  the  power  of  returning 
to  bid  a  last  adieu  to  his  family. 

Driven  from  hia  country,  Dante  waa  now  necessarily  thrown 
among  the  Bianchi  who  wore  exiled  at  the  same  tune  with 
himsdX  and  induced  to  side  with  a  party  composed  chiefly 
of  the  G-hibelines,  to  whom  he  had  been  for  the  greater  part 
of  his  life  opposed.  And  hence  arises  the  monstrous  injus> 
tice,  which  Dante's  Biographers  have  successively  been  giulty 
of,  in  calling  him  the  fierce  Qhibeline,  and  tne  vindictive 
assailant  of  the  Quelfs.  As  a  true  patriot,  he  bad  exposed 
himself  to  the  enmity  of  his  former  Iriends.  If  however  in 
supporting  tho  Bianchi  he  supported  the   Ghibelinea — to 
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hl^ti  iio  M  ft  Tiolent  and  revengeful  partisaD  ia  the  greatest 
of  ahtmnieB.  With  the  trtncteet  impartiality,  aa  be  pastes 
thraacli  tke  several  circles  of  Ucll.  he  a^sigiui  to  eaoL  indi- 
ndiBi  his  despnred  Btotiou,  without  respect  to  party;  and 
nca  tnats  Pope  Boniface,  his  bitterest  foe,  in  his  epirituol 
(■{MritTi  with  extreme  respect.*  If,  on  the  one  bond,  he 
eadMrni*  his  elevation  to  the  Popedom  by  aimony,  so  far 
■»  b>  csU  him  an  *•  Usurper."  and  to  declare  that  in  the 
rn*  of  iho  AIiuif.''hty,  the  PapaJ  chair  was  actually  "  vacanf't 
-loo  Ihr  other,  he  rehnkes,  in  the  atrongest  terms,  Philip 
to  BH  lor  indt^ties  utrer«t  to  Boniface ;  and  he  even  avows 
ikM  n  the  person  of  his  Vicar,  our  Saviour  bad  been  cruciiied 
ft  neoodtime.t  Snch  a  confraaion,  on  behalf  of  one  who 
nmmi  his  eiils,  mroarw  little  of  that  spleen  and  indulgence 

which  have  been  attributed  to  Dante. 

ut  Buuifsce,  as  the  scandal  of  Christen- 
e  dtWoyer  of  the  liberties  of  his  country,  he 
Mora  lustb  without  measure.  But  this  he  does,  not  as  the 
^mpfaUtti  member  of  a  faction,  but  as  a  sincere  Chriatian, 
■td  vteit  pfttriot.  Uurlfs  and  Uhibclincs  ho  condemi 
Jihi     tlw  fanner  for  opposing  the  Emperors,  whom  he  aui 

Ctwdftft  hmrsof  iheCwears— the  latter,  fur  aiding  with  tl 
pmra,  nefely  to  promote  their  party  interests,  and  vitlf 
•Mteftiins  for  the  "sacred  standard,"  rotmd  which  he  fiua 
would  hav«  ralUed  the  whole  nation. §   As  for  the  Ghibelinev, 


Hie  iniiciifttiii 
daH,«M  tbet 


he  serwolss  aot  l«  decUro  his  utter  cootempt  for  the 
tiiab  weH  known  passage,  where  describing  th< 


)  miseries  df 
Wa  exib,  he  dmouaeee  them  aa  the  "  foul  and  senscleM 
•BWfftBf."  with  whom  he  waa   for  awhile  condemned  I* 

And  he  proceeds  to  t«tl1  tis  that  he  gloried  in  being  a  partf 
bjr  hnastf,^  i.  «.  that  he  wn«  neither  a  Ouelf  nor  n  Ohibelinn, 
bat  ft  tnie  Italian,  ansiou>  i<.'  n-com-ilo  tht:  contending  fa& 
tiowa,  ftftd  lo  bout  the  uatiooal  sloudBrd,  for  the  purpose  ot 
WBJtlM  Ibe  tariooa  States  of  Italy  under  one  Monarch,  and 
iboawfaftting  the  >Blfish  intrigurs  of  the  Pope,  whose  policy 
IT  by  tho  dimeimions  he  crpatcd, 

n  attempt  to 


ritit.  ^H 

1 


t  «■•  In  icqaini  p 

(^ittiar  Ilia  vnwarthy  aosociale*,  aftvr 
m  enter  noKwet  bj  fijrto  of  anus,  I>atit«  bad  recoune  to 
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his  pen,  and  lie  concciyed  the  idea  of  a  poem,  which  reppfri 
wnting  this  world  under  aa  allegorp  of  the  ucit,  ehould 
enable  him  to  unfold  the  manifold  (.'orruptious  of  the  age  in 
which  he  lived.  And  he  has  eiecuted  hie  design  with  won- 
derful boldness  and  impartiality, — looking  forward,  as  be 
e^s,  to  posterity  fur  the  reward  of  his  exertions  in  thu  cause 
of truth.* 

To  that  lovo  of  justice  which  prompted  him  to  punish  the 
heads  of  both  factions— to  that  unbending  spirit  which 
wouldnot  permit  him  to  become  aubscnient  to  the  traitoroua 
designs  of  his  friends,  Dant«  owed  his  misfortunes.  But 
he  acted  on  no  short-sighted  views  of  political  eipediency. 
Ho  felt  not  bound  to  follow  a  faction  against  the  dictates  of 
his  conscience.  He  cost  off  the  ehackles  of  party,  and  de- 
Glared  himseli'  an  independent  man.  And,  although  it  bas 
been  his  fate  to  be  maligned  while  he  lived,  and  to  be  mis- 
represented aRcT  death  by  those  who  envied  his  adamanlino 
firmness,  or  who  could  not  appreciate  bis  motives,  yet  will  a  * 
late  posterity  reverse  the  sentence  of  interested  or  ignorant 
biographers,  and  hail  the  man  who  amid  all  the  disasters  of 
his  unfortuuate  life,  never  stooped  his  bead  to  meanness,  or 
Buffered  himself  to  be  diverted  trom  his  noble  undertaking.f 

HJB  sufferings  and  feelings  during  banishment  are  best 
described  by  himself,  in  that  affecting  passage  of  his  Convito, 
where  he  exclaims ; 

"  Ah !  would  it  had  pleased  the  Dispenser  of  all  things — 
that  neither  others  had  doue  me  wrong,  nor  myself  under- 
gone  penaltv  undeservedly — the  penalty  I  say,  of  eiiie  and  of 
poverty.  !^or  it  pleased  the  citizens  of  the  faireat  and  most 
renowned  daughter  of  Rome— Florence — to  cost  me  out  of 
her  most  sweet  bosom,  where  I  was  bom  and  bred,  and 
passed  the  ball'  of  my  life,  and  in  which,  with  her  good  leave, 
I  still  desire  with  all  my  heart  to  repose  my  weary  spirit, 
and  finish  the  days  allotted  me.  And  so  I  have  wandereii 
in  almost  every  place  to  which  our  language  extends,  a 
etranger,  almost  a  beggar,  exposing  against  my  will  the 
wounds  inflicted  on  me  by  fortune,  too  often  unjustly  im- 
puted to  the  Bufferer'a  fault.  Truly  I  have  been  a  vessel 
without  sail  and  without  rudder,  driven  about  upon  differei^ 
ports  and  shores  by  the  dry  wind  breathed  forth  by  dolorous 


t  Pur;,  V.  H. 


P^H^ 


id  I  hsre  appctired  rilo  in  the  eyes  of  many,  vho, 
by  Mtne  better  report,  had  conceived  of  me  a  dif- 
]MeMion,  and  iu  whose  eight  not  only  baa  my  person 
M«  tkaa  dfibMed,  but  a  less  value  att^hed  to  every  work 
I  hul  oomplett^,  aa  well  as  to  those  !  contemplated."*  Ailer 
long  enduring  the  mieerieB  of  banishment,  and  making  vain 
^pMla  tc  his  countrj'men  to  bo  allowed  to  return,  tne  ia- 
xtrntoa  at  his  friends  was  acceded  to,  on  condition  that 
•hiraU  pfty  m  fine,  oonfees  the  jiutico  of  his  aentencp,  and 
*  aa  •pmogy  to  the  state.  The  indi^roatiou  with  which 
'  the  offer  is  eihibited  in  the  following  letter 

I  *  AAar  enduring  the  sufferings  of  exile  for  nearly  fifteen 
iHv.  on  «uch  a  n<cnll  be  a  glorious  one  to  Dant«  Alighieri  P 
b  lUa  tho  reward  of  an  innocence  universally  acknowledKed 
if  the  labour  and  laligucH  of  unremitting  study  P  Far 
I  a  man  oonveraant  with  Philosophy  be  the  senseless 
■tilj  that  would  bcHpcak  such  baseness  of  heart,  and 
n  to  offer  himself  up  in  chuins,  and  follow  others 
o  tha  path  of  inlamy.  Far  be  it  from  a  man  demanding 
I  cxtmpromiso  injustice  with  money,  and  treat  his 
1  a*  if  they  went  his  benefactfir».  No,  mv  father) 
it  ihr  way  of  rrtumingto  my  country.  If,  fiowevei% 
any  other  offer  kIuUI  bo  made  now,  or  at  a  future  time,  that 
■haD  nut  di-tt«ct  fmm  tha  honour  and  reputation  of  Dante, 
that  ottet  I  will  a<.-cept  mtb  no  lardy  steps.  But  if  by  no 
mtA  war  csn  tloreuco  be  entered,  Florence  I  will  never 
wAor.  What !  Can  I  not  every  where  enjoy  the  sight  of  the 
■m  and  tbo  stan  F  Can  I  not,  under  every  part  of  heaven, 
WJtt'fr  upon  thr  most  delightful  truths,  without  first  ren- 
fciiutt  nyaelf  inglorious,  nay,  infuuioua  to  the  people  and 
ivnoMk-  of  Floivucc  ?     Bread,  at  lewt,  will  not  fail  me." 

Tbe  hope  he  betv  eiprcaaes  was  not  destined  to  be  realized. 
He  nrvfr  again  n'lunu>d  to  his  iK-lovcd  Florenoe,  or  enjoyed 
the  ramforts  of  dommtie  tiff'.  Ilia  hist  n-fugo  wasatBaveuna. 
ta  the  paUiy  .if  (fuidn  da  Polentu,  a  Ouelf,  to  whom  he  felt 
■o  morh  iiidi  lili->),  tliat  having  been  sent  ambassador  to 
Temcc  by  hia  pnitcclur,  and  fatting  in  the  object  of  bis  loia- 
iiaB,he  dWoo  his  return,  frumfatiguo  and diuppointmcDlL, 
in  Um  Sftj-Mrauth  year  of  his  age.  a.S.  1321.     And 
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BdvennEiliia  ashes  rest,  notwithstanding  the  tardy  endeaTonn 
of"  ■ungrateful  Florence"  to  recover  them. 

The  inctdonta  of  Dante's  life  are  involved  in  much  obscu- 


rity; nor  has  it  been  attcinrited  to  trace  his  wanderings 
during  twen^  years  of  banishment.  His  history  is  in  &ct 
the  history  of  his  mind — tiiat  mind  which  feeding  upon  high 


and  heavenly  thoughts,  yet  aniious  to  promote  his  grand 
scheme  of  uniting  Italy  imder  one  Monarch,  and  Christians 
under  one  Shepherd,  was  ever  and  anon  descending  from 
above  to  mingle  its  ardent  and  benign  aficctions  in  the 
thin^  of  earth  ;— that  mind  which  ncitlier  relenting  in  ite 
enmity  to  the  "  flTolvea"  that  desolated  his  beloved  country, 
nor  abandoning  the  hopo  of  returning  with  the  laurels  of  a 
Poet  to  the  "  fair  fold"  where  he  had  his  birth,  was  bent 
through  many  a  painful  year  on  the  completion  of  his 
"  Sacred  Poem."* 

In  that  poora  indeed  must  the  life  of  Dante  be  studied. 
And  though  his  other  works,  both  in  prose  and  verse,  are 
Bufficiently  important  of  themselves  to  have  raised  him  to  a 
high  place  as  a  Poet  and  a  Philosopher,  still  the  Divina 
Comedia  is  the  imperishable  crown  of  bis  laboure — the 
offering  of  his  heart  as  an  admirer  of  Kature,  and  a  dertnd 
worshipper  of  God. 


CTTBODCCTIOX  TO  THE  INiTEBWO. 

k  «i*U*  uS  to  iindmuoil  ibe  design  of  Dante's  Poem,  h 
'lllUdw  ••honrerici'  t^lbeiime  in  which  he  wrote. 

ning  of  the  fourtcMtbcwtituifillaly  presents  a  lamenU 

'  '    '     aa  and  miiery.     At  that  unhnpfy  period,  the 

nitlTc  ChriitiMis  had  been  wholl)'  corrupted  by 

Court  of  Rotne.     Over  all  affairs,  both  eccleu- 

t  political,  iIm  exerdBcd  a  withering  and  deboiing  in- 
ne  bnJtka  were  enchained — the   feelinci  deadened,  by 
(  of  prieitcraft  i  and  crime  encouragcJ  by  the  ule  oT 
Hrocf  multcd  a  state  of  morals  more  gross  than  can 
BTvd ;— asd  M  vrnalizcd  vas  the  Church  as  to  create  a 
rf  ta  Iba  tmnd  of  Dwitc  diat  the  muTpcd  temporal  power  of  Papal 
I  WW  inileed  the  Antichrist  foretold  in  the  Revelations.*' 
I  xfU  tfau*  uiting  tt«m  religioui  abuses  were  ag^ratcd  hy 
'-*— -X  af  {ajtj  ipint.     Gnelfi  and  Ghibelinei— partisans  of  the 
f  tiM  Kaiptior— carried  on  a  constant  and  deadly  wubre 
t  lb*  DOisvnHU  tt*Xet  into  which  Italy  was  diiicied.    The 
4  Uindly  rendered  themseliFs  the  instrumeDls  of  the  Church ; 
t  they  imagined,  in  defence  of  their  liberlie*, 
gins  for  theniMlves  tlie  fetters  of  a  degrading 
itinit*  Italy  under  onegoTemment;  and  at  (he 
,  labmil  to  the  Eniperan  of  Oennany,  tlie 

le  jnaerti  im  political  ascendancy  hy  fomcntioK  the 
IMH  M  tM  two  Iketioii*.  Whenerer  her  cause  appearetT  de- 
dh^f,  ImdMimii  were  called  in  to  tU  luppott.  Hence  Italy  wm 
Manl  a^  blood,  and  her  wel&re  lacriflccd  to  ambition  and  ararice. 
Vntk  lUt  pictur*  before  our  cyea  let  ui  imafine  Dante — a  bebg 
•f  mnHaduUceoiR*  and  profound  learning,  imtnied  with  strong  re- 
S^mm  tttt  patnotie  feeUogi,  roused  ai  it  were  tnm  sleep,  in  the  Ml 
■■Urlly  </U«  IntaUect,  to  the  eootem^Jation  o* '' ' 


I  wbb  Igbtiiig,  I 
laaHMaMoasly  foi 


mmmwtma,  ■•  tntmpted  by  eril  exan»ile,  and  hardened  in  iniquity, 
&■!  W  Ddght  JiuUy  deaaibe  hinuclf  as 


I  wandering  in  a  rank  and 


■UkeaaaleMte  aiborny  wood,  I 

TbM  iMd*  tb*  Ihona,  uid  ti  rrul  with  the  iboru ) 
BmUb^  a  way,  aad  Mraylot:  from  thx  way, 
Km  hnawtBc  how  to  flod  lb*  oiMn  *li, 
Bai  taOac  if  warty  to  And  It  out."t 
la  Ihia  nia  rf  niitfy  aO  tracas  of  the  strwght  path  were  wholly 
"'      ~   '         *  iIm  upright  and  lirluou*  Danto  Ibund  great 

-  faimielf  from  tb«  nuues  of  error.     How  h* 
^       be  was  anable.  he  says,  lo  diicorer, — to  im- 
mmai  waaha  la'daopal  th*  time  he  atianda«<l  the  true  path:  or, 
jjl  k  tTT'-fi—*^  to  the  flfteenlb  canto,  so  young  aa  to  be  incafa^^a  ^ 
r  A«ta^)Mra,flHw;  VI.  3rdul.acibL.K.V  -m 
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The  recollection  of  the  past  some  v 


the  truth,  ho  toiileniplited  the  daDgera  he  liad  escaped-* 

I —   1   I'-.i-.--.         <i      |c3  othoTB  of  a  far  more 

<f  hiA  native  land, ; 

On  arhving  at  tlie  termination  of  the  valley  in  nhich  he  bad  beta 


with  these  personal  I'eelings  were  blenJcU  otiiuTB  of 

Sitebensive  cnaracter ;  and,  in  the  oiJseriea  of  his  native  laiia, 
elt  all  the  ijtnpathy  which  the  most  devoted  patriotism  could  I 


vuidering,  he  looks  upward,  and  beholds  a  Mountain  illumincfl  wilh 
tte  beams  of  the  Snn  of  Riehteousneas.  His  eye*  arc  directed  m& 
joy  to  this  beaulifLit  abode  of  virtue,  upon  which  Revelation  sheds  itfi 
unerring  lay.  To  impart  Ui  others  that  light  which  was  graciouiW 
vouchsued  to  himself  is  tlic  object  of  his  earnest  desire.  Animated 
by  the  prosoect,  he  proceeds  on  his  journey  with  sanguine  hopei  of 
lescuiug  Italy  from  misery,  and  bringing  peace  and  libvrtj  to  his  diic 
tracted  country. 

Scarcely  has  be  begun  to  ascend  the  mountain,  when  he  is  suoew- 
^vely  oppMed  by  tliree  wild  beasts— a  Panther,  a  Uon,  and  a  s)i«- 
Wolf.  The  restlessness  of  the  Panther,  its  varied  colours  and  cmd 
diqrasition,  afford  a  lively  representation  of  Florence  divided  into  the 
implacable  factions  of  .the  Neri  and  Bianchi,  and  continually  fluctuat- 
ing at  the  caprice  af  a  changeable  and  heaiLtrong  populace.  The 
oontiaued  vexation  cipecic  need  from  this  animal  impedes  the  progress 
<)fDaj]te,and  frequently  inclines  him  to  retreat.  Varlouii  circumstoScca, 
however,  oimbine  to  encourage  him ; — the  beantiful  season  of  spring 
— the  religious  consolation  of  Easter — the  commencement  of  a  new 
century  (1300),  ushered  in  by  a  solemn  Jubilee,  nod  a  cliangc  in  the 
Slate  of  parties  at  Florence,  described  by  the  grey  skin  of  the  Panther, 
present  to  him  the  brightest  omens  of  success.  But  these  Lopes  are 
axui  dissipated  by  the  appearance  of  the  lion,— emblematical  of 
France,and  his  ambitious  interference  in  the  government  of  Florence 
The  poet  is  at  the  same  time  attacked  by  the  she- Wolf,  intended  to 
represent  the  avaricious  Court  of  Rome.  The.ie  two  powers  uniting  to 
qipOBc  the  virtuous  endeavours  of  Dante,  he  despairs  of  reaching  tlH; 
■uinmit  of  the  beoutirul  mountain.  He  sees  his  miserable  couotn, 
fw  which  he  possessed  the  most  ardent  love,  become  a  prey  to  the 
ambition  of  foreign  potentates,  and  exposed  to  all  the  calamities  of 
tyranny  and  misgovernment. 

From  the  union  of  temporal  with  spiritual  power  In  the  person  of 
the  Pope,  their  manifold  evils  derived  their  source, t  Hence,  to  con- 
fine the  authoritv  of  the  See  of  R«mc  to  religious  affairs,  and  to  re- 
establish in  Italy  the  imperial  authority,  were  two  of  the  great 
olgccts  Dante  had  b  view.  As  heirs  of  the  Cicsars,  the  Emperors 
vat  considered  by  Dante  the  lawful  monarcbs  of  Italy ;  and  to  the 
Tevivsl  of  their  dominion  lielookeil  forward  with  anxious  e^cpcctatioo. 

Disappointed   in   the   hope  of  executing  his   benevolent   prqjects, 
Dante  ii  driven  back  into  the  dark  valley,  where  the  voice  of  reason 
ii  mute  1  when  the  shaile  of  Virgil  appears  before  his  eyes,  and  re- 
•  Inf.  i.  SO.  1  Purg.vi.  103,  ivi.  110, 127. 

f  Air.  2ZTit.  140.CXX.  137.  and  tfee D: MonuicbU,  puuim. 


l5TRODrOTlO(N  TO  THX  IVTERNO.  Xxiii 

Cfnumctids  him  to  climb  the  mountain  hj  nmt  other  rotH^declaring 
it  Ihiiticn  to  attempt  a  passage  in  opposition  to  the  Wolf,  **  whose 
grrcthneM  will  permit  none  to  tread  the  same  path  with  herself,  but 
will  aMurcdly  etfcct  their  destruction.**  For  the  present,  he  says, 
Italy  is  doomeii  to  submit  to  her  control,  and  to  suffer  from  the 
iiitrigue»  of  the  Court  of  Rome  from  the  kines  of  the  earth,  till  the 
airi!^  of  a  prophetic  conqueror,  described  un<&r  the  image  of  a  Grey- 
boand,  who  is  oestincd  to  chase  the  Wolf  back  into  her  native  bell.* 

In  the  meantime  Dante  is  to  awaken  the  Italians  to  a  sense  of 
their  condition,  and  to  prepare  them  for  a  return  to  the  primitive 
simpUcity  of  the  Christian  Church.  Nor  arc  the  means  his  genius 
ioggc<ts  nnworthy  of  so  noble  an  undertaking.  A  poem  is  to  be  con- 
•truGtcd  of  a  ucculiar  kind,  which  shall  contain  the  most  convincing 
'~'    -\  blenoed  with  beauties  so  inimitable  as  to  ensure  its  never- 


fuling  reception  in  the  hearts  of  men  throughout  all  ages.  To  enable 
him  to  execute  his  arduous  design,  Virgil  offers  to  become  his  guide, 
aod  to  lead  him  through  Hell  and  Purgatory  ;~that  thus  visiting,  as 
it  were,  in  turn  every  description  of  sinner,  he  might  be  enabled  to 
make  a  lasting  record  of  wliat  he  had  seen,  and  reveal  to  mankind 
thr  cati*«  of  those  iniquities  which  had  covort^l.thc  land  with  the  dark- 
ne^f  of  the  shadow  of  death.  Should  lie  wish,  says  Virgil,  after  re- 
iie»ingthe  punishments  av^igno*!  to  the  wicknl,  to  U'holu  the  blessed 
aludc  of  the  saints  in  Paradi>o,  and  stimulate  his  country  to  virtue  by 
a  d<->cription  of  hcavcnlv  bfiss— **a  soul  more  worthy  shall  conduct 
Li*  Pi-hi." 

In  o.'ii!#'mplating  at  f>r>t  the  mighty  work,  the  poet  feels  a  distrust 
of  hi*  ahility  to  jKTfonn  it,  and  expresses  doubt  a«i  to  his  fitness  for  so 
arduous  an  undertaking.  Virgil,  however,  comeb  to  his  assistance,  and 
mes  an  account  of  his  mission.  Divine  Mercv.  having  commiserated 
Ilante's  unhappy  state,  had  been  the  first,  he  declares,  to  prevail  upon 
Ja<tice  to  temper  his  strict  decrees. f  I^icia  or  (irace  descends  ac- 
eordinjrly,  and  entreats  Beatrice,  or  heavenly  Wisd(»m,  to  exert  her.*elf 
In  behalf  of  one  of  her  m'>st  devotetl  friends,  engaged  in  mortal  combat, 
with  *in  and  death  on  the  tempestuous  sea  of  wickedness.  J  Beatrioe 
•wifUy  leaves  her  blest  abo<!e,  and  coming  to  Virgil,  with  earnest  en- 
treaty implores  Ids  aid  to  rescue  her  friend  f^oni  the  perils  by  which 
he  is  surrounded. 

Krjoouragcd  by  the  a5<>urance  of  heavenly  support,  the  ardour  of 
Daoie  is  revived,  he  expresses  his  eagerness  to  pursue  the  new  path 
reenmniendcd  by  Virgil,  and  acknowledges  him  as  nis  ffuide  and  master. 
He  de«ist!i  from  any  open  contention  with  the  Court  of  Konie ;  an<l  sum- 
BMn«  all  the  energiesof  his  mind  in  the  execution  of  his  '*  Sacred  Pot^m.**^ 
CalaitflT  up  from  thfir  graves  those  I'ontiffs  who  had  chieBy  been  instru- 
iDeMaJ  in  comipting  the  Church  by  their  lust  of  fwwer  and  wi-alth,  he 
gi-.c*  to  the  world  a  retrospective  view  of  their  lives,  and  fearlessly  ex- 
|ii*r«  the  depravity  which  nad  brought  s\ich  manifold  evils  on  the  world. 

liy  ccotemplati'ng  the  effects  of  sin— by  reflecting  on  lV\e  ^aivro^ 

^Ia£LtO0,StDCt§.         f  Inf.  it  94.         t  lb.  107.  S^^*^^*^- 


anil  Ulrible  pimishmmts  it  mcurs,  the  mind  b  to  be  impressed  in  tlie 
6nt  place  >ith  an  awful  scum  of  Divine  Justice;  and  with  this  Qb)ecs 

we  ore  conducted  to  the  gate  of  Hell. 

ALLEGORY  OF  THE  FIRST  CAKTO. 


The  Dare  Wood,  (line  3) . 


The  Hoc!itai>,  (line  13)  • 


Tas  Paitcheb,  (line  42]    . 
The  Lioit.  CineJS) 
THESHB-Woi.r,<liiie48)   . 
Ths  OsEvBOCttn.(liiie  101) 


A  Pilgrim  journeying  tbroug-h  the  Mvenl 
Uage*  ofbuoun  eiiMenee.  uid  at  kat 
Toucbafed  a  glimpte  of  Ibe  Sarjaar. 

The  vood  of  ignonuKM  nod  erroT, 
tiniHed  ID  ths  "  Vale  of  Woe,* — the 
Hell  of  thia  vorld. 

The  HiU  of  Virtue  ;  iti  TOfgrA  ndea  Iba 
Mcne>  of  the  atnigiilea  of  the  penitcDl 
—(ha  Purgatory  of  tbii  irorld :  ill 
ndUnl  aunumt  the  abode  of  Ibo 
vtnuoua — the  tetreHnal  Paimdiie. 

Florence;  Enry. 

The  Court  of  Rome  ;  Avarice. 

Our  Safiuur,  or  an  Emperor,  bii  TjO^^ 
frerent.    (See  Ifotetolnf.  i.  101.)  .^B 

Human  Wisdom.  ^^H 

Hnrenly  Wisdom.  W^M 


FORM  OF  THE  INFERSO. 

Thb  reader  muit  imagine  i  Tsat  conoaTily  or  pit,  reaching  frmn  the  «ar. 
tace  of  the  earth  down  to  the  cenire,  and  diTJded  into  nine  circles  gnda- 
all;  diminishiu;  in  circumfereDce.  An  inrerted  cone  would  represent  the 
exterior  figure ;  au  amphitheatre  would  afford  aome  ides  of  the  interior. 

Within  the  Gale  of  Hdl,  but  before  the  commmoemeDt  of  the  cirolea, 
ij  a  dark  volley  nmning  around  the  mouth  of  tbe  infenial  pit.  Thia  ia 
the  ouokirt  of  Eell,  iiyled  Limbo,  and  ii  the  receptacle  of  neutntia 
■nd  woTtfalcaa  wrelehes  rejected  alike  of  Bearen  and  Hell. 

The  nine  cirdea  are  ■eTorailj  appropnaied  (o  theponiflhmentof  crimceof 
a  paitieular  fenni ;  and  aome  of  Iheae  are  lubdivided  according  lo  tha 
diBcrenl  apedea  of  oSeneea  which  that  genoa  compriaei. 

Each  circle  i>  under  the  guardianihjp  of  a  Demoa,  who  ia  the  emblem 
of  the  tice  therein  puniahed.  Thoae  who  hafe  given  way  to  their  piininna 
nre  ippoailely  whirled  bj  tbe  force  of  a  violeol  wind,  (Semiramia,  Helen, 
Paria.  lie.  Canto  v.)  Thoae  who,  set  in  high  place*,  should  have  raJwal 
their  Ibougbu  to  heaven,  initead  of  groielling  below,  ace  turned  topay-tonj, 
theu- head*  downwarda.  (Pope  Nicbolas,  Boniface,  jro.  Cantoxiz.) 

In  prvportion  to  the  magnitude  of  crime  the  hiwer  ia  the  circle  allotted. 
Tfaui  is  cunirived  a  graduated  irale  of  puniibment,  the  circlea  bcooniog 
more  and  more  contracted  in  their  cireumferenoe,  as  alio  sinking  to  k 
lower  d-rpth.  At  the  very  lowest  point,  or  centre  of  the  earth,  tha 
MTcbtrmJltfT  LucifcT  is  flired.  Dante  having  posed  this  central  poiiil, 
froeetdMon  so  the  kntipode*,  when  be  planes  luamQunJaib  of  Pui^wuj, 


I  N  F  E  B  N  0. 


CAKTO  L 

BAJrrm,  tWiniHiig  to  rnmpt  fhxn  Um  TBUej  of  md,  «id  to  •ms&od  tb« 
hill  of  TiftM,  it  driTMi  back  bj  three  wiid  beMts.    Hie  pott  TirgQ 
to  bis 


In  the  mid-joumej  of  our  life  below,  1 

I  found  mjBelf  within  a  gloomj  wood, — 
No  tricefl  left,  the  path  <&rect  to  show. 

Ah !  what  a  painful  toak  to  tell  how  drear, 
How  UTage,  and  how  rank  that  forest  stood. 
Which  e*en  to  think  unon  renews  mj  fear  1 

If  ore  bitter  scarcely  deatn  itself  can  be.  7 

But  to  disclose  the  good  which  there  I  found, 
I  will  relate  what  else  'twas  mine  to  see. 

How  first  I  entered,  it  is  hard  to  say  ; 

In  9uch  deep  slumber  were  my  senHCS  bound, 
When  from  the  path  of  truth  I  went  a.Htray. 

But  noon  as  I  had  reached  a  Mountain' t»  baao,  l;i 

( Where  the  low  vale  that  struck  me  with  dismay 
Obtains  a  limit  to  its  dreadful  space) 

I  looked  on  high,  and  saw  its  shoulders  bright 
Already  with  that  glorious  planet's  ray 
Which  guidcth  man  through  every  path  aright. 

1.  At  timme^  of  V»,  a.d.  1300.  **  The  dajt  of  our  »^  are  threeeoore 
T«an  Aod  trn.**  ^mlm  ze.  10.  Throuirbout  hifl  works  Dante  compares 
life  to  a  jounM-j,  and  exborta  mm,  **  in  order  to  travel  with  faf«ftj,  to 
obtain  tbr  lijrbt  of  that  wiadom  which  visited  us  in  our  likeness."  Dante, 
Coanto  Trat.  iii.  5.  2.  The  dsrk  wckkI  represents  i}jrnoranee  and 

error — **  the  erroneous  wood  of  this  life/*  Dante,  Coovito  Trat*  iv.  C4. 
X  **  Teach  na  thy  way,  0  Lurd,  and  lead  me  in  the  rijrht  way.'*  Psalm 
zxrii.  13.  11.  Sleep  in  the  Scriptural  Mmse,  "Awake  thou  that 

alecpcat,**lcc.  Epii.v.  14.  13.  The  hill  of  Virtue.  14.  ThevaU 

e/  Woe — **  the  dolorous  valley  of  the  abyss.**  Canto,  ix.  ft.  10.  The 

snamtt  of  the  '*  lUrlectable  Mountain**  is  clothed  with  the  beams  of 
the  sun — **t}ir  Sun  of  Ri{rhtf«u»n«'M  whirh  lijrhtetb  every  man  that 
eooirib  into  the  world.**  St.  John  i.  0.  Tpon  the  top  of  the  mountain  is 
siTvated  the  t«*rr*^nal  Purndtne.  Pur^.  zxviii.  Tlie  sun  is  called  a  planet 
— bdaf  so  ouoaidered  in  Dante's  time. 

B 

/; 


■         ins 


Then  was  avhile  allayed  the  chiUing  fear 

That  in  my  heart's  deep  Like  had  trembling  stood, 
Tbe  night  I  passed  in  anguish  so  severe : 

And  like  to  one  all  breathless — who  at  last 
Escaped  ashore  from  out  tbe  perilous  flood, 
Turns  to  the  wave,  and  gazing,  stands  aghast ; 

E'en  BO  my  mind,  tliough  yet  intent  on  flight.  25 

Turned  Dactward  to  review  tliat  vale  of  gloom 
Which  never  spared  tbe  life  of  mortal  fright. 

Soon  as  mv  weary  frame  had  rest  obtained. 
Up  the  lone  steep  my  journey  I  resume ; 
But  flrmer  still  tbe  lowest  foot  remained. 

To  climb  tbe  aaceut  I  scareely  had  essayed,  31 

When  lo  !  an  agile  Panther  barred  my  way, 
Eiceeding  swift,  in  spotted  coat  arrayed. 

ConfiiDnting  me,  she  pbed  her  nimble  feet. 
And  ia  mv  progress  iraused  me  such  delay, 
That  oft  1  turned  with  purpose  to  retreat. 

It  was  the  hour  when  morning  dawua  on  high ;  37 

And  now  tbe  euu  was  rising  in  the  east. 
With  those  fair  stars  that  bore  Viim  company 

When  Love  Divine  first  launched  them  in  the  sky: 
These  happy  omens  now  my  hope  increased — 
The  Panther's  coat  that  shone  with  brilliant  dye^ 

The  season  sweet,  and  early  morning  bright :  43 

Kot  that  without  dismay  I  saw  appear 
A  Lion's  form  that  burst  upon  my  sight. 

e:.  Certun  death  swaiu  thane  who  remoin  in  the  vole  of  Won 
3£.  Hie  PAniher  or  l^«pard  re^jrewoti  Envy,  peraoDifled  by  tba  gaf , 
(dus^ablv  imdhebaiu  ciijaf  Florence.  40.  The  world  wuuideDti/ 

bdiered  M  have  baa  created  in  the  Spring.  "  Ver  illud  omt,"  Qmtt- 
u.  336.  The  lun  «u  in  Ada — thr  seawn,  spring— the  time,  manin; 
— (he  Atj,  Good  FriiUy — and  (lie  atate  of  parlie*  at  Fhnraee,  u  rapn- 
■eoted  b;  the  Psailier,  faroumble : — all  theae  bappj  omeiu  bovever  an 
di«ipaled  bj  the  appeuwicc  of  Ihe  Lion  and  tlie  Sbe-WUf.  Tha 

all^irjr  of  the  three  buat>  ia  taken  from  Scripture,  "  A  Lion  out  of  ibe 
lbr««l  aball  sUy  tbeoi :  and  a  Wotf  of  the  ereuinm  ahull  apoil  them ;  utd 
a  Leopard  abiUl  walch  orer  their  dtiea."    Jeremiah  t.  0.  42.  Aa 

•Uoaioa  lo  (be  fiuduoa  of  llie  Xeri  and  Biaaohi  into  which  Floreaee 
VM  divided.  iH.  TheLionreprrscnttUieambiliouspowerof  Pnuce, 

penonifiedin  Philip  le  Bel — •  haufrhiy  and  bloodj  tymnl,  nbo,  ioiH^- 
iag  with  Pope  BaoiEice  VIII.  aJoiiMl  at  aecuHog  U  France  Ibe  ^vent> 


r,  and  uplifted  hend, 
einhisfdlearwr;— 
t  &t  very  air  partook  of  dtvnd : 

A  She- Wolf  too ;  wbo  ravrnous  und  kan 
•Vpnied  by  mnuincrablc  w&Dts  poBeeescvl, 
And  had  of  multitud™  the  miii  been. 

"Witli  tenor  wen  her  gkriDf;  eveb&ils  tired  ; 

And  theora  my  soul  wm  by  iuch  weight  oppressed, 
AB  bopa  I  loat  to  win  that  mount  desired. 

And  e'en  ■•  one  iuteut  to  swell  his  stores,  I 

Wben  oofDM  the  bour  that  sweopeth  them  away, 
Oitn  Dp  his  thou^hln  to  ^ef,  and  still  deplorra; 

Sodi  I  bevBiDC,  u  thnt  insatiate  brute 

ApawMfhiiig  neaivr  filled  nie  with  dismay, 
Ana  dime  me  bick  to  where  the  sun  is  mute. 


One,  who  bj  loug  disuse  of  speech  wss  hoarse. 
nim  wbm  I  saw  on  that  wide  oesert  coast, — 
■*  IU»c  pity,  whatsoe'er  thou  be,"  I  cried— 
"  Or  LiTing  man,  or  melancholy  ghost." 

mrmt  at  IM;,  ktbtrlo  najojri  bj  Ote  Cawm  ud  tbtir  beln,  the  Einp«torH 
alDirmmnj.     ttm  Vatt-mxiL  lUi, and Dot«.  49.  Aninar,— per- 

mamtt4  IB  Ua  Comt  at  Etamt,  tad  partiDnlarlj in  nipa  Boni&ce  VIII. 
*W  •!«■  Tllkni  Mn,  "  bad  na  KniiilM  of  ooncumca  In  tha  icquBl- 
tMS  (f  Mdlh.'  Ukd  IDIhiTufd  vlth  Philip  la  BrI  10  plunder  ukd  oateM 
■"bram.  "Tba  ifnlwlof  Ihrihc-mlf,  undenlaod  lo  mrantbe  nwniri* 
ttmm,  n9*I  C^Bfvh.  la  amfd  oo  with  oonatatnicir  thmughoul  tlla 
pa^  .  .  thla  hirTptwtMtlao,  Vur,  and  niinl  in  our  da}'!  vaa  coDCcalvd 
nAa  Aaa  lakarwa  bf  tba  flrrt  unnmFtiUura."  Ubo  Fsacolo.  IH*- 
«nB.  (Hn  latti.  119.  Ti.  7.  >U,  106.  Pure.  ii.  10.  luU.  HB,  k«. 
Hw.   b.  lA  mil    U.)  M.  A  bold  owlapbor  tnm   iVHv 

*•  Ho*  dM  nquim  tiU,  nfiqiui  taoMt  papiUa  omil  Uil."  Lamrnl. 
a.  IlL  T>lni^  Wh»»  Milioa:  -TbaHia  to  <u  ■•  dark  and  all. 
Iba— »."ttfaMadu.  kftm.)  frnti  tlta  Int.r.M.  B3.  Vinril— ' 

rmm  hal  imm  atfttriei  dxrlBfr  tba  dark  Kff.  U«  i*  iIib  I;pa  or  lia- 
na Vlakim.  or  Emkm,  onaidad  b^  Uerclatluu— 1^«  Unk  br»r«n  lbs 
iM  vwM  aai  tba  mw— bMwtco  VtgKtt  awl  ChrutUn  Itomr,  and  nip-  {^ 
fMal  kf  BaBj  «(  tha  Fuban  lo  1m>t*  rrapbraMl  Ih*  oonliig  of  vW  A 
ftx^Mr:  ~  MijaiM  ab  lot*(rni  ^lonni  naacltur  urdu,'*  40.  i-klotr.  It.  T 
r-.«  ■■■■*>  sUob  Itulx  •uj^wca  la  liar*  eDniFrlrd  ^tauu*  mJ 
•uy.  nil.  ;0.  ;n.  ■!•  vlll  fulda  Dantr  thrOuRh  UalLS 
I  baftbw  sf  Munlltj,  but  ntka  wa;  &(  Ikatiice  «•■ 


"  Sot  man,"  he  answered,  "  though  I  once  waa  n 

My  parents  were  of  Lombard;- ;  and  they 

In  ilantua  holh  ttoir  mortal  journey  ran. 
Late  in  great  Julius'  ivigu  I  had  my  birth. 

And  lired  at  ICome  'neath  good  Auguitus'  ewsy. 

When  false  and  lying  gods  prevailed  on  earth. 
A  bard  I  was ;  and  saug  that  just  one'a  feme —  73 

Anchises'  son, — who  left  the  Trojan  shore^ 

When  fell  proud  Ilion,  wrapt  in  hostile  flame. 
But  why  retumcet  thou  to  Buii  annoy  ? 

Why  doat  thou  elimb  yon  pleasant  mount  no  moie — 

The  origin  and  cause  of  everv  joy  ?" 
With  looka  abashed  I  answered,  hending  low :  79 

"  Art  thou  that  Virgil  then — that  fountain  clear. 

Whence  Btreama  of  eloqucnc«  so  lichlv  flow  ? 
O  thou,  of  bards  the  honour  and  the  ligbt. 

Let  my  long  study  of  thy  roliunc  denr. 

And  mighty  love  gain  favour  in  thy  si^t. 
My  master  thou — my  author  most  amnired  S5 

To  thee  alone  that  beauteous  style  I  owe, 

Which  for  my  name  such  honour  hath  acquired. 
Behold  the  beast  wliich  esueed  me  to  retreat ! 

Protection  from  her  wrath,  great  sage,  bestow  ; 

Through  fear  of  her  my  veins  and  pulses  beat." 
"  Thee  it  behoreo  another  path  to  take,"  91 

He  answered,  (seeing  how  my  sorrow  flowed,) 

"  If  thou  this  savage  desert  would'st  forsake ; 
For  yonder  beast  whii-h  filla  thee  with  dismav 

Doth  none  permit  to  joiimey  o'er  her  roao, 

But  hinders  sore,  till  she  destroy-  her  prey- 
So  %'ile  her  nature— so  disposed  to  ill,  97 
Her  ravenous  wants  she  ne'er  can  satisfy ; 
And  food  but  serves  to  whet  her  hunger  still. 
She  links  herself  to  many  an  animal ; 

TO.  Tlr^  mi  bom  ■*  lale"  eompared  witb  Juliua  CnaT,  i.  c.  88 
jlf  I  aflti  bi*  birth.  73.  Suinta — "quo  jiutior    slur  ate  pMwe 

fiiil.*  Sa.  I.  644,  es.  1.  B.  "  My  onibority."    St*  Conrito  TVrt, 

IT.  e.  6.  91.  i.  ^Auj  direct  oppwitian  to  the  Wolf  will  be  fhijdaa. 

eril.  of  the  world.  lOU.  i.  e.  To  niui  j  kdn^  ;— alluding  to  dw  la- 

triguciaf  thu  Cooil  of  Rome.    She  is  itjled  "  the  bew^'  (Line  9t)  ;  m,  h« 


And  tin  the  Greyhoiuid  coroe,  to  mnke  her  die 
A  pdntul  drath,  yet  itiore  will  the  enthral. 

(Him  ntrither  land  nor  lucre  shall  Buatain, 
Bjr  low,  by  wigdom,  and  hr  virtue  fed  : 
nan  Fdtro  e'en  to  Feltro  shall  he  reign. 

Hi*  might  Italia's  lowly  pUina  shaU  save, 
Far  which  Euiyalus  »nd  NisnB  bled. 
TuiTiiu  the  king,  Canulbt,  virgin  brave.) 

Ba<-k  to  tbe  Uinita  of  her  native  hell, 

W'hmcc  Envy  drew  her  first — with  potent  stray 
Pram  town  to  town  ultall  be  the  beast  repel. 

Sow,  {KNidf!Ting  nn  thy  welfare,  I  deride 
Tluough  an  eternal  rentni  to  lead  the  way  ; 
If  thou  wilt  follow.  ]  will  be  ihy  guide. 

Tlwi  •Iwit  thou  hntr  the  eries  of  hopeless  woe ; 
Hotb  Ma  tho  tnotirafiil  Bhadc*  t^  olden  time 
Implonne  dMth  to  strike  the  second  blow  : 

Otlten,  in  Brv  contented  to  remain  ; 

For  hope  is  thmr's,  iu  heaven's  luitroubled  clime, 
Batue  fiUiirc  day  an  bonuuivd  seat  to  gain. 

Bnt  vmild'vt  thoii  mount  to  where  the  bliwsed  dwell,   : 
A  aool  more  worthy  ehoil  conduct  thy  flight ; 

■aaaiM*  MW  b*r«  nllad  ■■  aBinaU,"  ud  dfolarrd  Is  be  "  nnnj."  Sn 
OmU  >is.  100,  «h«i*  At  ii  idmiiAcd  l><r  Itaaus  wilta  "  bar  that  utiprli 
«■  lk>  WMM^"  ud  Bom  wltli  BabTloD.   fi«ir.  zriL  9,  a.  tOl.  Tho 

y«|*itfe  QwyhaunJ  najr  ha  iaowa  In  Iili  quaUtiM  and  ofic*.  He  in 
-muUtMi  br  Urn.  WMam  uul  Virto^  (fif  104)— i>  BppoinUd  '•  lu 
4tmnj  Ika  8h*-w<iU  -  (liac  10)]  ■»!  be  tha  nrlMir  of  ttal;  {line  lOfl). 
Ib  H>  ib  Jfw rd>U,  wmUd;  [wmitliellcitllj  of  Ihn  npwdou*  puton, 
~     ~      *  "  "al  It  b  bnttrr  U  punux  nur  iiubjMl,  ■wl  lo  plout 

olof  of  our  3*>i<rur."  Pigir  110,  Frano-lllV  Kdtl. 
IMs  iMvpmMkB  k  bonu  mil  bj  tin  ponllrl  iHUMgea  of  Ihe  Purp^lorio, 
~*  '" "  '  -'  -  ■  -■  ■  '-U  ftiift,  uul  Um  ffknl,  hti  Hrtlul  In  crtaw"" 
lod  LUn  of  ihla  CuiKil  "  •hall  b«  imtrayti  bj 

Ml  faaana.*  PuiV.  JiuiU.  43.  TUa  Ornjrbuund  ia  oosunaiilj' 
■f  Cta  Gsndc.  llanrj  of  Luumburir  <aaa  note  t«  Par.  m. 

. — ,._.  .  _    _      ,  .  ,pj    j.,(,„prin,  („  thallan* 


tlaBooan 


Orril  dMih  WM  iolo  Hm   vsrld.'     Wiadnni  Ii.  SI.     Thla  Antlohrlitian 
■I  tWMt,'  ai  haiuiK  b«n  ourlund  in   bpll,  anil  aaal  la 
las'*  rarj  of  our  Am  paraita.  u  mora  full;  t-iiiiiaaaj  In 
■  lil.  100.  116.  The  BiririlB  in  IlrU.     (The  "aKvnd  bb*"  la 

ih**Wli  ifteiBdIwwell  ■■  of  the  body.)  IIR.  Tha  •pMa  In 

r<a^a»arj.  III.  Tlw  apirila   in    Paraillae.  Itl.  BatAn,  W 


Her  care  shall  guide  thee  when  I  bid  fhrewell ; 
For  that  great  Emperor  who  rules  above 

Oranta  not  tliat  I,  a  rebel  ia  his  eight. 

Lead  to  his  City  those  He  may  approve. 
Lord  of  the  univorBe — his  seat  is  there ;  1 

There  his  dirinc  abode,  and  lofty  throne ; 

O  happy  be  who  doth  his  favour  share  !" 
"  Poet,  I  do  coDJure  thee,"  I  rephed, 

"  By  that  dread  God  ■whom  thou  hast  never  known, 

(So  may  I  Bbun  this  ill  and  worse  beside) 
Iiead  me,  O  lead  me  thither,  where  the  gate  1 

Of  holy  Pet«r  may  by  me  he  viewed. 

And  those  tbou  epeak'st  of  in  sueh  mournful  state." 
He  then  led  on  ;  and  I  bis  steps  pursued. 


I 


CA>fTO  U. 

ABGC11E5T, 
D»nte  It  diihenrlraed  »hra  he  tefliiM*  on  hia  irdii 
'  doceoC  into  Hell,  accompliahed  onljb;  nuch  aim  us  ^neaa  and  St.  Piul. 
Vii^  nlieia  ha  ferns,  uid  rdalei  hov  he  had  b«ea  Knt  to  hii  usin- 
aooB  b]>  B«lri«.     He  accompuiir*  Dante  to  tbe  ^le  of  Hdi. 

The  day  was  closing,  and  tbe  dusky  air  1 

On  all  the  creatures  of  the  earth  bestowed 
Best  from  their  labours  :— I  alone  prepare 

To  war  with  pity,  and  in  streauoua  fight 
Contend  against  the  horrors  of  the  road, 
Which  an  unerring  memory  shall  recite. 

O  Muae,  O  lofty  Genius,  grant  your  aid ; —  7 

Hnvmlj  Wisdom.  See  note  lo  Memoir,  and  to  canto  iL  65.  Bntricc 
Mioceedi  yitgH  to  ^de  SuiIa  into   Pandiw.  134.  Hark  the  cou- 

mat.  God,  "  L'linperedor  chs  lawu  rtgan,"  in  oppomiion  to  Satan. 
"L'lmperador  del  dolorosa  regno."  Inf.  Canto  iiiiT.E8.  126.  Dantv 

nuikes  Yirfil  saj  ofhinuelf,  thai  be  had  loat  hcavea  from"  vinlof  &hb" 
(Purs-  vii.  7) ;  i.  i.  that  thoug-b  be  foreaaw  the  ccaung  Saiionr  (tee  DOle, 
line  63),  be  bad  not  placed  hii  truxE  in  Bim.  136.  llie  heafenlj 

Jenualem.  1ST.  "  Tbe  Lord  baib  prrpued  bit  aeat  in  heaven  ;  and 

fail  kingdom   nJeth    ova    all."     Pmlm    ciii.    19.  129.    lilCTallj, 

"  BleBed  ia  he  wham  He  hath  eboaen  to  reside  there,"  i.  r.  to  be  a  dtaen 
beneol;  Jerusalem.  133.  Tbe   gats  of  Porsatorj.     Sm 

Puig.  ixi.  H. 

5.   In  preparing  M  go  down  inta  hell,  Dante  bad  a  «tTu^]e  to  raatatain 
-  ■ '  -  -  ^,  urbicb  incliaed  bim  to   pitj  Uuae  whoa  Divine 


BOfy — fiuthftil  rpeord  of  tlie  pnHt — 
e  ifiy  true  nobility  displayed. 

_  .    ,    I  Uieu  bedsit,  "  my  honoured  guide, 

O  Inist  me  not  m  an  attempt  bo  vast, 

Cntil  my  rtrTOffth  and  virtue  Kave  been  tried. 
Thj  vmc  ttlatea  how  SThius'  parent  gained 

iamotUl  ratlme,  while  yet  roiruptible, 

And  Kill  in  bonda  of  biutum  flesh  detained. 
1/  Ihin  tbe  gnat  Antagonist  of  ill 

80  honoured  him,  wboao  Minsiders  well, 
L  Tbe  mi^ty  dertiniee  be  should  fulfil, 

I      "WQJ  tlttt  eapecial  favour  justly  rate 
W        Xot  tmbecoming  one  ordained  to  be 
I  PMber  of  Borne,  and  her  imperial  stat«  ;— 

TT»«*.  whew  the  holy  jilace,  if  truth  be  told, 

Wi«  instituted  by  diWne  decree 

A*  tile  high  scat  St.  Peter's  heir  should  hold. 
In  tW  devcpnt,  made  fiunons  by  thy  rhymev 

He  beard  the  announcement  of  his  victory, 

And  v{  tbe  Papal  See  in  coming  time. 
Iftxt  waat  tbe  *  chosen  vessel'  to  eonvey 

Coalbrt  to  tbow,  who  on  that  Faith  rely 

Vbidi  to  Balvatiim  opens  first  the  way. 
Bat  I — why  go  I  there  ?  who  sanction  gives  P 

AiiMa  am  not  1,  nor  riebteoos  Paul : 

That  I  am  worthy,  sinvly  none  believes. 
If  tbeo  I  ventum  on  this  enterprise, 

Qwl  is  my  dread  in  the  attempt  to  fall : 

Mora  Dcml  I  not  to  say,  for  thou  art  wise." 
Aad  lake  to  one  who  awrrres  from  his  intent, 

Chmying  hi*  purjioiHi  ss  fresh  tboogbta  succeed, 

VU  tne  ongina]  design  is  spent ; 
Bodh  1  becuB*  on  that  bcnig&ied  coast ; 

80  that  my  cntetprise,  oommenoed  with  speed. 

Amid  n  crawd  of  idle  tboogbta  wna  lost. 

tS.  tThMIs  aoMlwr  mm  for  JBett  [JEa.  ti.  766)  i  wbowblbv,', 
MsHa%  <i»iedii  to  lb*  •httU*  brloir,  m  dr*ntlMd  b;  Virgn. 
m.  Ik*  itaMf  «(  AtaM  0TV  ToraiM,  whith  tod  U>  (bs  (■uUUimeBi  of 
fc  Wam^  BerOvi  nd  oTdw  hnl  Am.  Xorm  *ad  St.  Vtttr  ue  ban 
^■BteM%  kMfht  ftnmd,  m  ike  luppaad  orifinaion  of  tha  two  gmt 
|itad|te  ilMaM  advtastfd — ■  antrmal  rniitn  uhI  ■  uniiriHl  nlifiga, 
Im  -Ika  flfiril  •(  Dmv,"  tntmi.  S«.  St.  PaaL     Acta  U.  V&. 


1 


"  If  rightly  I  thy  meaning  understand," 
The  poet  of  exalted  aoul  replied, 
"  By  coward  fear  thv  spirit  ia  unmanned, — 

Fear — that  oft*timee  Joth  so  weigh  down  the  heart, 
It  makes  man  turn  &om  nobler  deeds  aside. 
Like  heaata  that  at  some  fimcied  object  atart. 

From  this  alarm  that  thou  may'st  be  reliered. 
The  reason  of  my  coming  I  declare. 
And  what  I  heard  when  first  for  thee  I  grieved.— 

'Mid  those  in  Limbo  waa  1  dwelling  still, 
When  I  was  called  by  one  so  bleat  and  fair, 
That  I  entreated  her  to  apeak  hef  wilL 

Her  ey^  ahone  brighter  than  the  star  on  high; 
Anil  on  mine  ear  in  her  own  nccenta  fell 
Tones  soft  and  sweet  of  angel  harmony; 

'  0  Mantuan  poet !  kind  and  courteous  soul ! 

"Whose  honoured  memory  yet  on  earth  doth  dwell. 
And  shall  endure  till  ages  cease  to  roll ; — 

A  friend  I  have  (by  cruel  fortune  epumed) 
So  hindered,  journeying  up  the  lone  oacent, 
That  in  despair  hia  footstepa  he  hath  turned; 

And  EO  bewildered  is  he,  that  I  fear 

My  tardy  succour  will  in  viun  be  lent, — • 
K  I  may  judge  from  what  in  heaven  I  hear. 

Now  rise — and  with  thy  poliahed  words  imfold 
All  that  to  rescue  him  may  needful  be. 
And  aid  him  so,  that  I  may  be  consoled. 

Know — ^I  am  Beatrice  who  bid  thee  go  ; 
The  'place  I  left  I  long  again  to  aee  : 
Lovo  brought  me  here,  Ixive  makes  these  words  to 

Oft-times,  when  in  the  presence  of  my  Lord, 
My  voice  ahall  n^  to  celebrate  thy  praise.' 
Then  I  resumed,  as  ceased  the  angehc  word: 

'  0  virtnoua  Lady,  whose  escelling  worth 
Alone  hath  innuence  mortal  man  to  raise 
O'tx  all  the  creaturea  that  inhabit  earth, — 


into  iv.    Viipl 
ed  IbcDCG  b;  BMirice.     See  cbuM  i.  122.  71.  HhtcsI; 

TCiadom  IB  iucllfd  bj  Chuily  to  the  meat  at  Daole.  78.  Litenllf, 

"  CiDtauud  within  the  bsaisn  vhich  hn  Cha  tmaUrat  dfolv,"  <.s.wilUK 


P^*  CASTO  n. 

A  inj  delight  th;  mandate  to  fulfil, 
Tbmt  mere  it  done,  there  etill  ifould  seem  delay  ; 
8e«k  then  no  further  to  diacloeo  th;  will : 

But  tell  the  caUBO — why,  JearkflB  and  imiaovcd, 
Td  that  low  centre  tlioa  haat  won  tby  «ay 
Fran  tlioae  high  realmi  by  thee  ao  well  belored.' 

*  Since  of  mj  nature  thou  bo  much  would' iit  know. 
To  iboe  I  briefly  will  reTcal,'  she  said, 
'  WhT  ondianiay'd  I  venture  hem  b^luw. — 

Tttoae  dungs  alone  aliuuld  we  rvgard  with  ft-ar, 
Vrlucli  farioK  Buafortuno  on  another  a  head ; 
AO  aba  ara  hannleM).  tux  deaerre  our  care. 

8ad— tkuka  to  God,  by  Uim  ha?e  I  beea  made, 
lint  roar  abmitiee  aauul  me  not, 
Kcr  ao  thMo  fining  reaLns  my  peace  invade-. 

In  hiWTiia  Urn  dwells  a  f^neroua  &laid,  who  b<«b 
Whb  Midi  cooccm  thia  wandetcr'a  hapleMH  M, 
Itat  Jofltioe  yieldo  to  her  it«  stem  dticrocs. 

Bh*  calM  on  Iao»  in  her  prayer :  '  Tliv  friend — 
T^  Aithful  bimd,  of  thee  now  standi  in  need ; 
Hin  to  tby  gnUAil  care  do  1  commend.' 

Ima,  to  deedi  of  mercy  ever  given, 

Boae  at  ber  gmtlo  worda,  and  came  with  speed 
Vhno  I  with  a4MteBt  Bacbel  aate  in  heaven, 
■  I  ako  aaid. '  true  p^ie  of  Odd ! 
n«  not  Mceour  him  who  loved  theo  so, 
IW  fiv  thy  fkt  tw  lied  the  vulgar  crowd  P 

I>aai  tboa  not  hear  Ua  piteoua  cry — nor  tee 
The  death  be  combata  on  the  6ood  below, 
WUcfa  not  hj  ocean's  rage  aurpaased  can  be  V 

Xot  with  aorb  ruwtv  on  isrth  do  men  ariae 
To  idinn  muifnrtune,  or  to  oompase  gaiua, 
Am  X  acquainted  with  hia  miaerioa, 

Dtwoendcd  from  tlw  bint  angelic  choir. 
Confiding  in  thy  awcct  pnwuaaive  atraina, 
Which  boiuiur  tfaae,  and  all  who  theo  admiro.' 


^t  Km*,  fln  "  Uatnsal  Hvnni,"  jntxwi  Is  tlw  Pandbo. 


•tHi>ifl«l<a8t.Luda 

I,  bailn^r  bwnlMrMtf 

lUt.  Unvtnlj 

0,  TmL  It.  ■"  ■ 
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Thia  said — her  eyes,  all  glistening  in  her  tean,  H 

Beauteous — she  turned ;  whereat  my  seal  increued 
To  speed  me  hither,  and  relieve  thy  fears. 

Thus,  at  her  wish  I  hastened  to  thine  aid. 
And  Bnatched  thee  from  the  fury  of  the  beast, 
Which  up  the  mount  thy  shorter  road  forhade. 

Then  wherefore  linger  ?  wnerefore  this  delay  ?  1! 

Why  harbour  in  thy  br««at  thia  coward  fear  ? 
Why  o'er  thy  soul  hath  courage  lost  its  sway. 

Since  three  blest  damsels  in  the  court  of  heoTen 
Watch  o'er  thy  safety  with  such  tender  care. 
And  in  my  words  such  promised  help  ia  given  ?" 

As  flow'reta,  bent  and  closed  by  chilling  night,  li 

Soon  as  the  sun  his  radiance  hath  bestowed, 
Kiae  on  their  stems,  and  opening  hail  the  light ; 

Thus  to  my  wearied  breast  firesh  vigour  ran  ; 
And  o'er  my  heart  such  goodly  courage  flowed, 
Like  one  restored  to  freedom,  I  began. 

"  0  how  compassionate  the  heavenly  Maid  i; 

Who  lent  me  succour !  and  thyself  how  kind, 
Who  haat  bo  soon  her  words  of  truth  obeyed! 

Such  strong  desire  my  journey  to  pursue 

Thy  cheering  speech  hath  kindled  in  my  mind. 
That  I  with  joy  mv  first  design  renew. 

Ijead  on ; — one  impiiW  doth  our  bosoms  sway  ;  Ij 

Thou  art  my  gmde— mv  master — and  my  lord." 
I  spake ; — and  soon  as  lie  resumed  the  way. 

That  deep  and  savage  pathway  I  explored. 


in  the  oatskiria, 

iBof  i     — 
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CANTO   III. 

ABGUMEST. 


116.  Hearenl;   Wisdom   impa  at   (he   infirmily   of    humui   nalon. 
119.    Tbe  Sbe-woir.      See  ohdIo  i.    49.  124.  Mffcj,   Citmce, 

and  Wudom,  a»  mentinned  iboce.  136.  Dimtc  u  oonlirnied  in  tin 

derif^  of  eXKutJDg  bu  mioian  in  ipile  of  tb«  Court  of  Rome  rod  all 
euthl;  oppoMlion.  Me  «e<»rdiag!j  proceeds  toward*  Ilie  jate  of  Hell. 
139.  Human  AVillsubmila  ID  Hunuo  Wisdom.  Whrn  the  human  irillitMll 
hace  nibmitted  to  a  bibber  inatnicior  the  liilJ  object  of  the  Pil^m  wtU  ba 
aeeompliabed  i  and  hia  will  ideotiSed  with  the  Till  of  God.  Par.  i  '" 
IM, 


TkKf  §n  ftrrM  ofw  tiwiinr 


''IkBOViiHiiie  je  enter  tiie  abode  of  woe:  1 

Tliroii^  ne  to  eodleM  •ofTOw  axe  ye  broo^ : 

lluoiich  nie  amid  tiie  eouk  aocont  je  g^ 
Jmtiee  cud  fint  my  lottj  Maker  moie ; 

By  Power  Alminty  waa  my  hbnc  wroog^ 

By  higfaeat  Wiadom,  and  by  Primal  Lofe. 
Ere  1  waa  Ihrm'd,  no  thingp  qeatod  were^  7 

Ssre  thoae  eternal—I  eternal  laat : 

All  hope  abandon— ^e  wbo  enter  bere." 
Thm  worda,  inacribed  in  ooknir  dark,  I  mw 

HUi  on  tbe  amnmit  of  a  portal  Taat ; 

Wbueat  I  cried :  **  O  maater  I  with  deep  awe 
Their  eenae  I  mark."    lake  one  nrepared,lie  aaidy        13 

**  Here  from  thy  eoul  must  douot  be  cast  away ; 

Here  must  each  thought  of  cowardice  be  dea£— 
Now,  at  that  place  whereof  I  spake,  arriTcdy 

The  meUncnoly  shades  shalt  thou  survey. 

Of  God — the  mind's  supremest  good— aepnTed." 
Then,  as  he  dasped  my  haiid  with  cheerful  mien,  19 

That  comfort  gave,  and  bade  me  cease  to  fear. 

He  led  me  down  into  the  worid  unseen. 
Then?  sobs  and  wailings,  and  heart-rending  cries 

Bi^sounded  through  the  starless  atmosphere ; 

WlM*ni*e  tears  begsn  to  gather  in  mine  eyes. 
Hariih  tongues  discordant — horrible  disoourse—  25 

Words  of  despair— fierce  accents  of  despite— 

Striking  of  hands— with  curses  deep  and  hoarse 
Baised  a  loud  tumult,  that  unceasing  whirled 

Throughout  that  gloom  of  everlasting  nieht, 

*  '*    to  the  sand  in  circling  eddies  hurled. 


I.  TUi  iitiipcion  it  MipptMwd  to  be  writuii  orer  the  gmte  of  b«ll. 
4«  ke.  The  attributco  of  tbe  Trioity  ere  here  d«iicribcd,~tlie  Power  of  the 
WMoB  of  tbe  tto»— rhe  Love  of  the  II0I7  Ghoet— Tlicee 
•re  moTi^  by  "  Jnetice"  to  conetmct  Hell.  8.  i.  e.  The 

•sreb  who  wrre  driven  down  into  Hell,  before  the  creetion  of 
■MU  15.  Pente  hoe  before  decbured  the  neereeity  of  eteelinff  hie 

h«rt  to  pitj.    Gulo  IL  4.  24.  IHuite  bredce  the  rule  leid  down 

l»  hiawlf     Ue  weeps  at  Unt  eiaht  of  the  euffrriop  of  tbe  wicked. 


Then  ^orror  eompoasii^  my  bead  around) 
I  cned :  "  0  maater,  what  ia  thiB  I  boar  ? 
And  wbo  are  these  ho  plunged  in  grii'f  profound  p" 

He  answered  me  :  "  The  gjoana  which  thou  bast  heard. 
Proceed  from  those,  wbo,  when  on  earth  they  were, 
Nor  praise  deserved,  nor  iniHmy  incurred. 

Here  with  those  caitiff  angeb  they  nbide. 
Who  stood  aloof  in  beaTcn — to  (?od  untrue, 
Tet  wanting  courage  with  hie  foes  t-o  side. 

Heaven  drove  them  forth,  its  beauty  not  to  stain ; 
And  Hell  refuaca  to  receive  tbeni  too  : — 
Trom  them  no  glory  could  the  damned  obtain." 

"  O  master,  what  infliction  do  they  bear,"  H 

I  said,  "  which  makes  them  raise  such  shrieks  of  woe  ?' 
He  answered :  "  That  I  will  in  brief  declare. 

Ho  hope  of  death  have  this  unhappy  c 
And  their  degraded  life  is  sunk  b< 


i  their  degraded  life  is  sunk  so  lov 
With  envy  every  other  state  they  vie» 
'h  denied  this  wretebed  c' 


43 

woe  ?" 

I 


i 


Pome  ia  on  earth  denied  this  wretebed  class, 
Alike  by  Justice  and  by  Pity  spumed  : 
Speak  we  no  more  of  them — but  look — and  pass." 

1  looked  beyond, — and  lo  !  a  banner  ro*e. 

That,  whirling  round  and  round,  so  swiftly  turned, 
Its  rapid  motion  seemed  to  scorn  repose. 

So  large  a  troop  of  spirits  came  behind,  55 

I  ne'er  forsooth  could  have  believed  it  true. 
That  Death  had  slain  such  myriads  of  mankind. 

And  when  I  had  examined  many  a  shade, 
Heboid !  that  abject  one  appeared  in  view, 

31.  Thercadingof  ■'orror'"  iDBlemi  of  "  orror"  is  foundin  verioiu  MBS. 
and  Alio  m  Htveml  cdltiona.  Tliat  of  Che  Editio  princepfl  in  (ha  Bricuh 
Museum  ba»  breu  «Itered  lU  writins  intu  "  error."  "  Urror"  ii  adopted 
by  BoccBOcio  in  hi*  Canraient,  and  by  FBoiul  in  hia  edition  of  Bojnrdo. 
Rogen,  tlie  first  Inuishitor  o(  Donle,  whosu  enarM  work  ie  to  Iw  found  ta 
the  Briciih  Uueeum,  bus  "  horror,"  and  Ciiry  mentions  it  with  approlM- 
tJoD.  Authoritiei  ate  givea  in  this  instance,  becauw  an  mfluenciai  critia 
BOIDfl  yean  afpi  misled  the  public  as  to  the  true  reading,  deolaring  that  the 
tramlutor  [irboae  authorilieB  were  unnoticed)  had  "  blundered  error  into 
orrar."  37.  'llicae  despicsbie  wretches  are  plaoed  in  the  outakini  of 

liell  as  umrorthj  alike  of  puniflliment  or  happiaess.  42.  Of"  niuna" 

in  the  sense  of  "alcune,"  »fe  Monti,  Proposia,  (vol.i.  pnpe  2.) 
An  emblem  of  maokiud  busied  m  one  oontiaued  n      '    " 


es  and  plea- 


CASTQ  in. 

Who,  mean  ottrmi,  the  f^at  refaaal  madp. 

StT«igli1  I  peroctred,  anil  instnut  rrcogntzed 
111  that  vut  concoune  the  BMCFiubly  vile 
Of  tboae  by  Uod  aiiil  by  hia  Toes  dL-spised. 

Thew  wirt*-hi-d  on<«,  who  ncTor  were  alit'e, 
AH  luknl  rtoMl,  full  ioivly  stung  tlie  while 
By  wtaj»  >tid  liometH  that  smund  them  drire. 

HM''<nwl  vwwna  bedenred  their  cheeka  with  blood, 
WUdh  tridiM  to  their  feet  with  many  a  tear, 
Wbete  wemiB  disgusting  drank  the  mlngied  flood. 

Thm,  onward  aa  I  stret^ hM  mine  eye,  I  saw 
A  KiightT  ■tfMin,  with  Dumben  standing  ne&r ; 
WfcntAt  I  asid :  "  O  master  I  by  what  law 

Dft  thoM  a«d  Mwla,  wluiw  state  1  f^iin  would  Icaru, 
80  Mgnly  10  croaa  the  river  haste, 
Aa  bf  tha  doubtAil  twilight  1  diivem  F" 

**  Ttwao  lUn^"  be  answered  me,  "  shall  all  be  told, 
Soon  aa  our  ttet  u\>tm  the  bank  are  plaeed 
Of  Acheran,  that  mouniJiil  rirer  oliL" 

SdMcyaaoaM  down,  my  looks  o'erw helmed  with  sfaamr, 
Fb-anng  mj  i{iaaitiona  bad  displeased  the  sage, 
t  Wfak»  aot  UU  bcaide  the  atreani  wc  cantc. 

La  I  IB  a  veaad  o'er  the  jtlootny  tide 

Ab  M  maa  oomea— hu  locks  all  white  with  age ; — 
"  Woe,  woo  to  yon,  yo  guilty  soiUs !"  he  cried  ; 

'  HopB  not  thai  bareu  shall  ever  bless  your  sight : 
I MHW  to  bear  you  to  the  other  shore. — 
To  ice,  and  tire,  in  realms  ol'  endless  night : 

And  tbou — who  btratheat  still  the  rital  air — 
BeifMw — nor  •(ay  with  these  who  live  no  more." 
B«it  whro  ho  mm  that  yet  I  lincfired  there— 

••  By  o»ber  port,"  he  said,  "  by  othi-r  way. 
And  not  oy  thia,  a  pawiage  must  thou  find  ; 
TIm  a  tsrligbter  teaad  shall  convey," 

"  ChaRB,"  ny  ffmde  returned,  "  thy  wrath  irvtinin : 

«L  TUi  li  (pntnflj  aadmtood  to  dmii  Crimlint  V.  wbon  Daniriirf 
BMshrf  H  abda»,  asd  bariof  abuiiwd  Ihs  PutMlun  hinHlf,  impii. 
aw^  tfl  b*  iiBi.      Sn   ruibi     iidi,     IDS.  0(.  1.  *.   "  «be 

wnr  BMd  llMir  11  miii"  h  rNintii  viplalas  In  hii  ConTitD  Trat.  II.  c!  s. 
tt.  OhsSb,  tbs  tttryam-tt  of  A«hi>r<m.  03.  Thsl  b;  vbkb  Ui(  rplrlu 

pmmTmgmMj.    Ssa  nH^. ii.  «». 
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Thus  it  IB  wilied  where  will  and  power  are  joiued  [ 

Therefore  submit,  nor  question  ua  again." 
The  durk  hike's  pilot  heawl ; — and  at  the  sound  !; 

Fell  instant  his  rough  cheeks,  while  Sashing  ranged 

TTiH  angry  eyes  in  flaming  circles  round. 
But  they — soon  as  these  threatenings  met  their  e 

Poor,  naked,  weary  souls — their  colour  changed ; 

And  their  teeth  chattered  through  eieess  of  fear. 
Qod  they  blasphemed,  their  parents,  man's  whole  race,  103 

The  hour,  the  spot.^and  e'en  the  very  seed 

To  which  their  miserable  life  they  trace. 
Then,  while  full  bitterly  their  sorrows  flowed. 

They  gathered  to  that  evil  strand,  doerecd 

To  all  who  live  not  in  the  fear  of  God, 
Charon,  the  fiend,  with  eyes  of  living  coal. 

Beckoning  the  moumiiil  troop,  coflecta  them 

And  with  hia  oar  strikes  each  reluctant  soul. 
As  leaves  in  autumn,  borne  before  the  wind. 

Drop  one  by  one,  until  the  branch,  laid  bare. 

Sees  all  its  houours  to  the  eorth  consigned  : 
So  from  that  coast,  at  his  dread  signal,  all 

The  guilty  race  of  Adam  downward  pour, — 

'Bach,  as  a  thlcon,  answering  to  the  call. 
Thus  pass  they  slowly  o'er  the  water  brown  j 

Ana  ere  they  laud  on  the  opposing  shore. 

Fresh  numbers  from  this  bank  come  crowding  d 
"  All  those,  my  son,"  esclairoed  the  courteous  g 

"  Who  in  the  wrath  of  the  Almighty  die, 

Are  gathered  here  from  every  region  wide: 
Goaded  by  heavenly  Justice  in  its  ire. 

To  pass  the  stream  they  rush  thus  hastily ; 

Bo  that  their  fear  is  turned  into  desire. 
By  virtuous  soul  this  wave  is  newr  crossed ; 

Wherefore,  if  Charon  warn  thee  to  depart, 

The  meaning  of  hie  words  will  not  be  lost." 
This  conTerae  cloaed — the  dusky  region  dread 

Trembled  so  awfully,  that  o'er  my  heart 

Doth  terror  still  a  chilly  moisture  shed. 
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CAHTO  m.  15 

Sent  ibrth  a  blast  that  melancholy  realm,  133 

Which  flanhing  a  vennilion  light  around^ 
At  once  did  all  my  senses  OYcrwhelm ; 
And  down  I  sank,  L\e  one  in  slumber  bound. 

CANTO  IV. 

▲SOirM£5T. 

Oaote,  raimid  from  hit  iwooo  by  a  loimd  of  lAinentetioiif  like  tinmcler, 
indt  hxmaelf  on  the  brink  of  the  Yale  of  Woe.  He  foOowe  bit  guide 
down  into  Limbo,  wbere  daiknem  reigne,  till  he  arriTee  at  the  luainioiis 
bnliitation  of  the  Poete,  who  reeeiTe  him  into  their  band,  and  ihew  him 
tke  boooiared  epirita  of  Antiquity.  When  they  leaTe  him,  he  le-entert 
tlw  wyion  of  darkncm 

Bbokz  the  deep  slumber  in  my  brain  a  hoarse  1 

And  hcsw  thunder : — startmg  at  the  sound, 
I  shook,  like  one  who  is  aroused  by  force, 

And  straightway  rising,  turned  my  rested  eye 
With  Btedfant  gaze,  if  haply,  looking  round, 
The  place  wherein  I  was  I  might  descry. 

Bt'iM-aih  mo  lav,  in  truth,  the  Vale  of  Woe,  7 

In  wh(>!*e  skbviA  eternal  groans  unite, 
And  bl«*nd  tlieir  thunders  in  the  depth  below. 

Oh!»cure  it  wan, — »o  cloudy — det»p— and  dense. 

That  thuui^h  to  pierce  the  gloom  I  strained  my  sight. 
Nought  could  I  wx*  within  the  gulf  immense. 

'•  N'lW  i;o  we  down  to  dusky  n*gions  blind,"  13 

Tilt*  |H¥'t  Kaid,  with  visage  deadly  pale ; 
*•  I  lead  tlie  way — do  thou  pursue  behind." 

Th«'n  I  exrlaimed,  of  his  pale  looks  aware, 
'•  How  »«liall  I  Hj)wd,  if  even  thou  dost  quail, 
TliMU — ^^\\o  art  wont  to  chetT  me  in  despair  F" 

lit*  an^iwrnd  me  :  "The  loud  laments  I  hear  19 

Fri»in  tortiin-d  souls  beneath  us,  on  my  face 
IV»urtniv  that  iiitv  thou  mihtak^st  for  fear: 

But  li-t  »ij*  on — for  wt»  have  far  to  pjo." 
]!••  l***!  nie  thru  within  that  cin-le's  space 
M'hirli  lir>t  euconipasseth  the  Vale  of  Woe. 

Ni»  wailmL'''  there  ^en»  audible  ; — the  S4)und  25 

Of  jtiirhj*  alone  was  heanl — convulsive  sighs 
Tliat  hh<iok  the  everlastinn;  air  annind. 

J.  Ti..*  ttrififlf  r  proceided  from  the  accumulated  groani  in  the  vait  uf 
^"    hoc  7. 


Tet  Sowed  this  Borrow  from  no  outward  pain  j— 
Beneath  the  weight  of  mental  neeiiieB, 
Men — women — chililren  aiglied,  n  countless  trUD. 

"  Dost  thou  not  wieh,"  the  master  wiid,  "  to  know  J 

What  Bpirita  here  their  aad  eatote  bewnil  ? 
This  understand,  ere  thou  proceed  below  : — 

They  ainned  not ;  but  the  good  they  may  have  wrought, 
lor  wuit  of  baptism  is  of  no  avail ; — 
A  doctrine  of  the  fiiith  thou  hast  been  taught ; 

Or  if  they  lived  ere  Christ  brought  saving  graces 
Due  worship  unto  God  they  &iled  to  give : 
And  I  am  one  of  this  benignted  race. 

Heav'n  have  wo  lost  for  these  defectfl  alone; 
And  our's  is  thia  sole  punishment — to  live, 
Tormented  by  desire,  when  hope  ia  flown." 

Great  sorrow  at  his  words  my  soul  o'ercame ; 
For  in  this  Limbo  knew  I  many  a  wight 
Once  high  distinguished  in  the  ranks  of  fame. 

And  I,  who  wished  to  be  infitrurted  well 
In  the  true  faith  which  error  puts  to  flight, 
Eidaimed :  "  0  tell,  my  lord  and  master,  tell ; — 

Went  ever  spirit  hence,  who  by  his  own  J 

Or  other's  WOTth  in  aftertime  was  bleat  P" 
Then  he,  to  whom  m?  covert  thought  waa  known. 

Gave  answer :  ''  I  had  lately  reached  this  round, 
Wheu  lo !  arrived  a  great  and  glorious  Guea:^ 
Whose  head  with  wreath  of  victory  was  crowned. 

The  sou]  of  man's  first  Parent  hence  he  drew,  { 

Abel  his  son,  and  also  Koah's  shade, 
Moses  the  lawgiver,  and,  just  and  true, 

The  Patriarch  Abraham :  David, — Israel, 
Hia  fcther,  and  his  sons  that  call  obeyed. 
And  Bachel  fair,  whose  love  he  eomiMi  so  welL 

Por  these  and  many  others,  grace  he  gained :  < 

Know — that  till  these  with  happiness  were  blest. 
Ho  human  souls  salTatioo  e'er  obtained." 

While  thus  he  spoke,  our  journey  we  pursued ; 

And  ouword  through  the  shadowy  wood  we  pressed, 
The  wood  of  souls  I  mean — oo  tluck  they  stood. 

Not  far  had  we  descended  from  the  height,  ( 

63.  Onr  Smviaar, — in  nfercnce  to  I  Fcler.  iii.  19. 
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'Wben  I  obaerred  4  flame  ao  brightly  bum, 
Thit  it  o'erame  the  beinitiphiiiv  of  uight. 
Tbtntgh  we  were  dietant  Htill  no  little  space, 
A  Bobl«  bftud  1  could  afar  diiiocrii 
Inbubiting  thii  ompli;  dweUiog  plaoe. 
**  O  glonr  Ihiiu  of  Kieiut.-  aaii  (if  art, 

Sajf  who  tun  tli«M.-  beftira  me,  »o  renowned 
Thftt  Bfom  tho  rul^ar  thruii^  ihey  dwell  apart  F" 
T!wn  nwwrrwi  So  :  "  Their  honourable  itiini?, 
Whicb  ta  four  world  (.■oatinucA  to  reaouud, 
Gtaxajmet  in  heavmt,  and  here  exalte  (heir  name." 
r  iitmflii&  1  hmrd  a  roice  in  ioitj  strain  : 
L      "  Beemc  tbe  migbty  bard  with  bonour  due ; — 
Hit  Amdii  that  k'ft  ua,  cow  retunu  again." 
Ccwml  bad  the  voiae — wbeu  in  composed  array 
Four  bMh  ihodt*  approachiiu;  met  my  view  i — 
Nor  iuy,  nor  mitvw  did  their  Wke  betray. 
**  Him,    uid  the  i^raeioiui  nual«r,  "  now  admire, 
Who  in  bid  biunl  a  Ikli'hioa  doth  uphold, 
Btftn  the  rwt  advwieing  as  their  sire, — 
Bmrr,  tjtc  bard  auhlioie  w  ho  all  eurpns^'d : 
■  IHt  ii  Horace — Satirist  thnied  uf  old, 
"^  "  e  thinL  and  Lueau  i*  the  butt. 
J  to  each  kppnt^riat^  U  tlie  imnie 
k  Ibra'  unitrd  VOKO  assigned  to  me,— 

g  me.  to  them  redounds  the  fame." 
d  ibuH,  was  ufiecvd  to  my  vight 
The  iriiool  of  him,  the  Prince  of  pwetrv, 
Wbo,  oagle  liko.  o*cr  others  ukc«  big  flight. 
Wn  tbry  toffetlirr  had  roiinTMNl  awhiW, 

Tbe^  turned,— wdu ting  ma  with  (Y>urt(«us  sign, 
Which  from  my  inaatr  drew  a  fWeudly  emiltf : 
And  prwtrr  glon  still  tlicy  bade  me  sban^  ;— 
Twv  huniTuniiili'  biuid  tbrjr  made  mo  join, — 
11h<  eixtb  itniled  tu  huiJi  gemtia  rue. 


«.  n»t  immr  nyrarnu  lluitlfhlorporlr;  in  an  n^  orbubarlim  mid 
Itml-m  at  tba  n%mtt  at  UmMb*.   Ouito  U.  U.     llule  B>U*  btm  ••  •lik' 


•.wd  la  U*  Untlto.  1>>t.  it.M^  8i.  D-ioi 

101.  Out*  krr 


r   tWd  (lilM!    BO)  «H    ItM    B 

iciarM  M  ■  port.  l< 


ITius  we  proceeded  till  we  reaehed  the  flune,  1C8 

SpeAking  of  tbiiig«  I  may  not  now  recall. 

However  well  tli«^  then  the  place  became. 
Ere  long  we  reached  a  noble  oaatle's  base, 

Sevea  timea  surroimded  by  a  lofty  waU : 

A  limpid  streamlet  flowed  orDimd  the  place; 
O'er  this,  aa  o'er  dry  land,  we  mnde  our  way.  109 

With  these  great  sages  through  seven  gates  I  paned ; 

Before  us  then  a  verdant  meadow  lay. 
SouIb  with  sedate  and  placid  eyea  were  there ; 

And  looka  of  dignity  around  they  cast ; 

Seldom  they  Epake,  "but  sweet  their  voices  were. 
Our  steps  aside  we  gently  thence  withdrew,  115 

And  reached  an  opening,  spacious,  light,  and  high. 

Where  all  became  apparent  to  our  view. 
There  on  the  verdant  and  enamelled  green 

Were  glorious  spirits  shown  to  me — whom  I 

Felt  eaaltation  to  have  even  seen. 
I  saw  Electra,  and  could  recognize  121 

Hector,  ..^eas,  'mid  a  numerous  hand. 

And  mighty  Cffsar,  armed  with  griffon's  eyes. 
Pcntheailea,  and  Camilla  there 

I  saw  conspicuous  on  the  other  hand. 

And  king  Latinus,  with  Lavinia  fair. 
Brutufl,  who  chased  proud  Tarquin  from  the  throne,     127 

Lucretia,  Jidia,  Marcia  I  beheld, — 

Cornelia,  Saladin,  apart,  alone. 
Him  too  I  saw,  when  1  had  raised  mine  eye, 

Seated  aloft,  in  wisdom  who  excelled. 

Amidst  bis  philosophic  femUy. 
All  look  on  him — to  tiim.  all  homage  pay :  133 

And  Socrates  and  Pinto  near  him  stand. 

Advanced  in  fironl  of  that  august  array. 
'Mid  these,  Democritus,  Diogenes, 

Thales,  and  Anasagoras  I  scanned, — 

Sage  Heraclitus,  and  Empedocles, 

108.  Tile  MTcn  walla  an  said  (o  repmeol  fhr  aevea  nrdinal  Tirntn 
— the  ■treaiQ.  Eloqucoce.  121.  Mollipr  of  Dardaaue — ueigned  this 

hi|:h  place  on  accaiinl  of  her  dncendsDls  vbo  sccompanj  her — .Boeuuid 
Crtat — (OT  wboni  DunW  hid  ^nal  vfoerBiioD,  u  fbuadEn  of  Rome,  anl 
hiiichcrufaed  nnireraal  moanrchf.  1-J3.  Cosr  iauid  In  h>ve  boca 

remuiable  fbr  bis  duk  aud  iikrciag  Fjei.  130.  Ahalotlc. 


R^ttfi  Orphmu,  Znio  and  Hippocratfx, 
Tulliuii,  and  Linux,  knee's — and  wise 
Ir  (wture'a  swivIh,  Dioseorides. 
1^  Aricen,  nnd  more  of  note, 
I,  and  Ptolemy  too  met  mine  eyes. 
OM,  who  thi>  knrned  comment  nrote. 
i  now  the  nnmea  of  more  detoQ ; — 
Sbnnrd  on  to  haste  by  all  I  fain  would  say, 
Full  oft  my  )«-u  must  b  description  lail. 
'htr  iMutd  of  »ii  in  twain  divided  there : 
My  cuide  conducts  roe  by  another  way 
Forlb  from  the  tranquil  to  the  trembhng  air ; 
'        e  ■where  all  in  darknem  lay. 
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CANTO    V. 

d  otrdle,  Danta  (en  MiniN,  the  inrerual  jodg^     Ila 
__iitiBwnt  ef  ouiial  NiincTt,  who,  wrapt  in  darknatian 

•nft  liMlf  bf  ■  itahnit  hnrricaiM.     Sfminmii,  Dido,  Ilrlpii,  PuU, — 

Wmmm*  at  funl&j,  wbo  at  Danu't  rrquHt  reUc«  hir  rnkfottBoe*. 

Fwm  tlw  fint  circle  made  we  our  descent  1 

Down  to  the  second. — which,  though  Icbb  in  ei'ze, 
HoUa  Krifif  more  poignant,— forcing  slirill  hunent. 

OriadtDg  kii  ti-rth — th«w  Minoe  dreadful  stands : 
The  enlprita,  >a  they  enter  in,  he  tries,— 
Awvd*  tbeir  wntcncp — issues  his  commanda. 

Tfenih*  amil  ronfcauw  bU  its  crimes,  7 

It^Hl  Dran^t  befim!  him  ;  then  the  judge  decrees 
Ui  pfpf  pBM  in  hell '  as  many  times 

Am  be  uonlivnctrclM  with  bis  ta&, 
8udi  ia  the  dtwlined  niunbcr  of  dcgretM 
Tbo  sonla  xv  pluti^  within  the  intlmiAl  ncale. 

Cwawit  erer  stand  bi-fuiv  biro,  doomed  to  woe  ; 
AQ  in  nuceMion  to  the  Judee  repair ; 
t^ef  spMk— they  bear— and  then  arc  hurled  below 

'  O  then,  who  oomcat  to  this  sad  abode," 
SCiBos  exclaimed,  when  he  beheld  mc  tlicrr, 
Hii  dread  eraploy  suspending — "  mark  thy  road, 

Itf.  ritftl  wd  ttuta  quit  Uia  ottuT  paca.  anil  pn«*d  to 


And  heed  thee  weU  on  whom  thou  dost  rely ; 

Ziet  not  the  spiu^ious  entiwice  t«mpt  thee  on." 

To  hi"!  my  guide  nuide  answer ;  '*  Hlij  this  oj  ? 
Check  not  hjs  passage,  which  the  fates  ordain : 

Thus  it  is  willed  where  will  and  power  are  one ; 

Therefore  submit— nor  question  u»  again." 
Proceeding  onward,  I  begin  to  hear  25 

The  melancholy  Bound  of  those  who  weep  :— 

Now,  sharper  ^mentations  strike  mine  ear. 
Throughout  the  place  Bpeaks  not  the  lieht  of  besTen ; 

And  the  va^t  region  bellowe  loud  and  deep. 

As  when  o'er  ocean  warring  winda  are  driven. 
The  infernal  blast,  unceasing  in  its  coune^  31 

Hurriea  along  the  miserable  crowd, 

Whirling  and  tossing  with  resistless  force. 
When  they  arrive  before  the  brink  estreme, 

There,  shrieks  are  heard,  complaint,  and  wailing  loud 

There,  the  Almighty  Spirit  they  blaspheme^ 
Tormeute  like  these,  I  learnt,  were  here  assigned  37 

To  carnal  ainners,  who  to  appetite 

Subject  the  nobler  faculty  of  mind. 
As  Btu'Ungs.  ere  the  wint«r,  in  a  vast 

Innumerable  squadron  wheel  their  flight; 

So,  ever  and  anon,  this  sweeping  bluet, 
Now  up — now  down, — this  way,  and  that  again  13 

Impels  the  wretched  souls  : — no  comfort  spriu^ 

From  hope  of  rest,  nor  e'en  of  lessened  pun. 
Aa  chaunttug  forth  their  mehmcholy  lay 

The  clamorous  cranes  ore  borne  upon  their  wings, 

High  marshalling  in  air  their  long  array ; — 
Repeating  thus  their  lamentable  song,  49 

Souls  1  beheld,  who  towards  us  quickly  sped, 

Swept  by  the  dreadful  hurricane  along. 
"  O  master,  tell  me  who  are  these,"  I  cried, 

"Lathed  by  the  cutting  wind  !"     "  The  first,"  he  said, 

*'  Beigned  empress  over  nations  iar  and  wide. 
While  so  abandoned  to  Toluptuousness,  55 

That  lest  opprobrium  should  on  her  be  laid. 

She  mode  her  law  the  sanction  of  eicess ; 
lame — who,  we  are  told, 
sl  36.  Tluia,  ia  caota  1. 60,  tt»  nm  maiM 


At  Ntntu'  deftth,  ber  buiibaiiil's  tcirptre  swared  ; 
That  kad  «w  her's  which  now  ttu  Sultana  Wd." 
pfnum  Bho,  who  tlew  henelf  for  lora,  u  aeca, 
And  to  ftcfamw'  mIim  pronsd  imtnie. 
Lo  Ckopftbm  iMxt,  Ituurioiu  qaren  I 
I  Bdm  I  Wir,  &r  whom  audi  j-cnn  mn  past 
Of  toil  and  woe ;  the  gK»t  Achillea  tno, 
Whb  aight*  Liora  coDt«nding  to  the  lut. 
^  -8tr  TVutnni,  Paria,  and  the  thousanda  more 

Whom  Lot*  had  alain,  he  bade  me  then  behold, 
IVnutiBg  thnn  to  me,  and  recoonting  o'er. 
I  Vben  1  had  baatd  my  aa^  iaatnctor  name 

Dteae  beastcona  daaiM,  and  valiant  knighta  of  old:, 
Cowp— inn  leiaed  nn  mj  bewihleKd  &une. 
*  hin  wodU  I  apeak.  (>  (rnriotu  bard,"  I  med, 
"  With  tboKi  two  ihadiv  to)rolhn-  flittine  thtre, 
Who  aMn  bofon  the  wind  ao  tiffht  to  glid«." 
[  Ba  anawarvd  aH> ;  **  Whcii  ther  approach  this  way. 
Invoke  tbem  b?  that  luro  wtii«b  bringa  them  here, 
AW  Umdi  will  apeedilf  thy  call  obe;." 
loon  aa  tbtt  hurricane  had  brought  than  nii^h, 
I  niao  mv  voice :  "  Come,  0  jo  aonla  diiOreai, 
And  apBMt  with  na,  nnlna  High  power  deny." 
Aa  dovca,  bjr  atrung  afliKtiun  uri^d,  ref«ir 

Wldl  Ann  eKpmded  winga  to  th^  awect  neat, 

Bcciw  \w  tlie  impalw  of  their  will  through  air ; 

ITen  llwa  bom  Diao'a  band  thne  two  wm  Mwn 

1^t}y  through  that  region  i 

MipMaianed  07  had  teen. 

"  O  tboa  benign,  conpaaaiaaate,  and  good. 


a  (t  ^>l  to  ha?*  b 


— Ska  vaa  ABufbtor  of  C 


aasM  aai  i(uit,  tnM«  (biU  If  Iv  pnnnitod  hiamlf  la  pi 
*m  njre^d  ij  lk«  tadf .  B*  timlbri  riMlnd  to  nurrj  hn-lrr  {mnj.  tni 
^t  M  U*  orMw^Mtlra  Ma  ^ou^mi  bvlbr,  hain,  ih*  hudisoiMt  aa4 
=«c  I  Lil|Bifcii  mm  la  aU  Italy.  Pruw«*  ■«  Pwiio  uTin.  and 
i:a(liiit  (Iw  UwM  iHr  IWar*  bnrtaal  Thai  mMbIu  >h  Uw  eon- 
a  (f  bw pialia"    BpbwmHb,  U.  Tiic«(bw  Xib  IMa 
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That  wendest  through  the  lurid  atmoGpherp, 
To  visit  us  vho  stained  the  c&rth  with  blood. 

Were  He  who  rules  the  imiverae  our  friend. 
We  should  implore  him  to  give  pence  to  thee. 
Since  thou  hast  pity  for  our  haplesa  end. 

Whether  to  hear  or  speak,  make  fmown  thy  will — 
And  we  will  hear  or  speak  accordingly, 
While,  e'en  as  now,  the  cutting  wind  is  still. 

My  native  place  ia  seated  on  the  coast. 

Where  Po  rolls  down  hia  waters  to  the  sea, 
To  blend  in  peace  hia  tributair  host, 

liOve,  that  in  noble  heart  is  quickly  caught, 
Enamour'd  Mm  of  that  fair  form — &om  me 
So  nidely  torn, — there  's  anguish  in  the  thought, 

LoTe,  that  permita  no  loved  one  not  to  love, 
Me  so  enthralled  with  thought  of  pleasing  him. 
That,  as  thou  see'st,  its  influence  still  I  prove. 

Love  caused  us  both  to  share  one  conunon  tomb  : 
Hell's  lowest  depth — Caiua,  dark  and  dim — 
Awaits  our  rourderer :"  thus  she  told  their  doom. 

Soon  as  I  heard  their  tale,  mv  bead  I  bent ;  : 

Nor  &Dm  the  ground  my  drooping  ejea  retire. 
Till  cried  the  bard :  "  On  what  art  thou  int«nt  F" 

When  I  could  answer  him,  "  Alaa  !"  I  said, 

"  How  sweet  the  thoughts — how  ardent  the  desire 
That  to  the  mournful  step  these  lovers  led !" 

Then  turning  roxind  to  them,  these  words  I  spake :       ] 
"  France«ca,  thy  misfortunes  fiil  mine  eyes 
With  sorrowing  tears — such  pity  they  awake. 

But  toll  me  how,  and  by  what  sign  coniest 
Did  Love  reveal,  in  that  sweet  time  of  sighs. 
The  doubtful  passion  struggling  in  each  breast  ?" 

Then  she  to  me :  "  There  is  no  greater  woe,  ] 

Than  to  remember  days  of  happiness 
Amid  affliction  ; — this  thy  guide  doth  know. 

But  if  how  love  did  first  our  facarts  beguile 


90.  ).«.  Wilh  their  own  blood,  at  the  timHther  were  murdered, 
vmoa.      100,  "Oendti"  badfnnnerl;  Ibemenuiiieof 
and  Dolnltit  an irnonfmaoi.     ContiaiTnl.  if.  16.         107.  Thedicleof 
batriddn.  SeeomMDjiii.  60.         123.  ■■  Doliore"  i»  eirliuned"g 
ti7  Volpi,  and  i*  commonly  uodentood  o(  Bo«lliiua,  wham  Duito  p 
•dmired.      But  in  tliii  very  csnto,  line  70,  "  DatloTe"  if  applied  to  Y 
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CAVTO  T.  23 

Hkki  fiun  wotildst  heir,  I  will  the  truth  confew, 

As  one  who  tells  her  tale,  and  weeps  the  while.— 
One  daj,  it  dianoed,  for  pastime  we  were  reading         127 

How  Lancelot  to  love  became  a  prey ; 

Alone  we  were— of  danger  all  unheeding. 
Our  eves  oft  met  as  we  that  tale  pursued ; 

AuA  from  our  cheeks  the  colour  died  away ; 

But  in  a  moment  were  our  hearts  subduecl : 
For  when  we  read  of  him  so  deep  in  love,  133 

Kissing  at  last  the  smile  long  time  desired, 

Then  he,  who  from  mj  side  will  ne*er  remove, 
Hflipa,  all  trembling,  kissed : — ^well  may  I  say 

That  book  was  Gateot— Galeot,  he  who  fii^d 

Its  blmefiil  pqge :— we  read  no  more  that  day." 
While  thus  pne  spake,  such  tears  the  other  shed,         139 

That  pity  all  my  frcultics  did  quell ; 

Aiul  reft  of  sense,  like  one  already  dead, 
Afl  falls  a  lifeless  body,  down  I  fell. 


CANTO  VI. 

ARGUMENT. 

i  »a  ntorenag  hit  moms,  Dante  findi  hinuelf  in  the  third  circle,  where  tlie 
ffluttoQt  are  p«iiii«b«d,  lyini^  un  the  fnxiund  beneath  s  pelting  ttorm  of 
nun.  now,  and  hail.  Ciucco  foreteb  to  Dante  the  future  chanj^  of 
ymxum  in  Flormce,  where  be  sajra  onl/  two  just  men  are  to  be  fouud. 

S4*ox  an  my  mind  its  wouUmI  powers  renewed,  1 

Which,  at  the  HuH'eriuj^  of  that  kindred  pair, 
By  overwhelming  s^orrow  was  Hubdued,— 

N«'W  tormtnits  oil  around  me  I  dinkTy  ; 
Ti»niient«'d  npirits  I  behold,  when''er 
I  mu\v  or  turn,  where'er  I  cast  mine  eve. 

Now  the  third  circle  have  I  reached,  where  rain  7 

AceurBcd^hcavy — cold — eternal  flows ; 
No  chiuigi* — no  n^soite  in  this  dread  domain. 

Dark  uattT  tumbhsl  tiiruu^h  the  ^loom  profound. 
With  Hiiuw  and  lioil  terriiic ;  wheutx)  aroHc* 
A  noiiMjme  Rteueh  from  all  the  putrid  f;^mnd. 

12S.  Lanct'Iot  waa  one  of  the  Knighta  of  the  Hound  Table,  and  th«*  lovr-r 
vf  <flcocTra,  eeltibratcd  in  romanci'.  137.  t.r.  The  book  waa  to  Fran- 

c«ac«  and  Paolo  what  Galnotto,  or  (ialebaut,  in  the  romance  they  had  bern 
umilinf,  waa  to  Lancelot  and  Genevra. 


Cerberus,  that  cniel  beast,  deroid  of  form,  13 

Standa  barking  like  a  dog  with  triple  jaw 

O'er  the  sad  souls  forced  downward  by  the  Btonn, 
Bed  are  his  eve«,  largo  belly  he  displava, 

A  black  and  greasj  beard :  with  savage  claw 

He  seizes  on  the  Hpirits,  tears,  and  flayn. 
Like  wht^lps  they  howl  beneath  the  inclement  rain ;       19 

And  with  one  aide  the  other  aide  defending,  h 

Oft  turn  themselres  these  wretched  souls  profane.     ^^| 
When  CerbeniB  viewed  ns,  as  we  nearer  came,  ^H 

The  TDoostroiis  worm,  hia  triple  mouth  extending,      ^H 

Bfaowed  his  huge  tusks,  and  shook  through  all  hia  finme- 
Then  on  the  ground  his  either  hand  my  guide  25 

Stretched  out ;  and  when  he  both  with  earth  had  filled. 

Cost  it  within  those  craving  gullets  wide. 
And  aa  a  dog  that  barks  with  ravening  jaw. 

The  moment  that  he  tastes  the  food,  is  stilled,— 

Intent  alone  to  glut  hia  greedy  maw ; 
So  Cerberus  ceased  hia  filthy  jawa  to  use, 

"Who  at  the  spirits  with  such  fury  storms, 

■  That  thev  full  gladly  would  their  hearing  lo«e- 
Now  o'er  the  shades,  close  pent  to  shun  the  sleet. 

We  took  our  road,  and  on  their  empty  fonna, 

Which  seemed  substantial,  did  we  place  our  feet. 
Stretched  on  the  ground,  they  all  recumbent  lay. 

Save  one,  who  &om  his  seat  uprose  in  haate, 

As  BooD  as  be  beheld  us  pass  toat  way. 
"  0  thou  who  visitest  these  realms,"  he  aiud, 

"  Becal  me  to  thy  memory,  if  thou  mayest, 

For  thou  wert  bom  before  my  spirit  fled." 
"  The  anguish  thou  art  suffering  doth  erase 

Thy  form,"  I  said,  "  ao  whoUv  from  my  mind, 

Methinks  I  never  have  beheld  thy  fiice : 

But  tell  me  who  thou  art,  thus  sadly  thrust 

Within  this  place  of  woe ; — though  one  may  find 
Pongs  more  mtense,  yet  ntme  can  more  disgust.'* 
"  Thy  city,"  he  made  answer,  "  where  so  rife  49 

Is  en\-y,  that  no  limits  can  restrain, 

13.  Hie  t)u«e-h««dcid  dog-  of  ucimt  mjtbolopy,  Tbe  Demaaa  wbo 
prtdde  in  tha  wvoral  elrclca  Bro  symbali  olthe  rieta  poniahed  therein  ; 
uMt  CerbeRMii  Iba  miblein  of  Cluiionj.  49.  Florence    Sm  canto 
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Vu  BIT  »bode  in  the  »i>fti]<>r  lift. 

Te,  0  mr  diiiene,  to  mark  my  taatp, 

Enrt  mated  me  Ciacco :  here  amid  the  rain 
Tor  gluttODf  ihou  8«wt  my  body  waste ; 

Kcr  I  done  tnta  wri^t  of  misery  Wr  ;— 
AB  tboM  imhsppy  eoiiK  condonined  to  smart 
Ftv  like  offlnoui,  like  affliction  ehare." 

•  O  CWto."  I  rqiliwi,  "  thy  mineiy 

80  wvifrtia  mc  dovni,  it  mokes  the  tean  to  BtAit : 
Bat  irU  me,  if  tlxxi  knowest,  what  will  be 

AtWnuitcd  in  tho  fitetious  city  next  i 
I       Dolli  <me  hmt  msu  within  its  boundary  dwell  P 
And  wliy  by  lueh  lieree  diaeord  ia  it  vext  f" 
'  AAv  kns  atnigitte  blood,"  he  said,  "  ahall  Kow ; 
lius  woodlsad  party  shall  the  other  quell. 
And  with  diro  ilaufhter  chue  away  their  foe. 

Yet,  rn  tiavm  years  ■nail  humbled  be  their  pride  ; 
lie  otim-  ri»ll  prove  victor  bv  his  aid 
WW  turn  cnoling,  flatten  either  aide. 
f  Loog  tBM  ihlU  thMe  thnr  foreheads  lift  on  high, 

^nufch        ■■■         


Tlwiigli  i 


y  wvifffabi  are  on  the  other  laid, 
<em  their  ntfce,  and  pitiful  their  crv. 
Two  j«wi  <BM  ai«  there,  hut  tianoiutl  their  esll ; — 
For  Brtj,  Pride,  and  ATaric«  oomhine — 
nn»  waX  inarkH— to  tiro  the  hearts  of  all." 
>   Bnv  Ob^mI  be  nia  lamenUlite  stnun. 

3Imb  I :  **  Mora  kaowkidfe  to  unpart  be  tUne ; 
And  fintber  cciwaw  I  nitrut  thc«  deign. 
'  I,  Btid  IMute,  luniUM  of  worth, 


W" 


rM.  Chaea  to  a  akk-D^na,  Afiitjiwf  ■  bof ,  uid  lirn  applied  lo  a  Flo- 

■  islaw.  Bl.  n«r«wa— dtftdW  at  IfaW  diiM{l300)  inui  lh« 

H«(tfeaNarta«A  UbbdU.    Baa  Mste  ni*.  liS.  sod"  Mamoltof 

u-         at.  !.«.  lliiBkDahltaalMUaWoodUodpwlr.froBlbeir 

■•ftaa««U,aar«(knil7  wba  ssaa  b«m  lt» eotuur;),  ahall  prenll 

_    »  tta  S<rt.        «T.  WitWn  IhiT*  yaaf"  Ihay  wID  rawrw  ihrfr  power 

itt^  «U  «rChaiWef  Tafamwba  caiaM  bath  paM«.        7*.nita  l>  an 

M  <ha  (MOttl  qMMiao.  Una  B>.    Wba  tlwaa  *■<■  (tha  anly  iwd 

MB  ta  ririrwirl  te  Bat  kum.    Oania  ««1  bto  MMd  Osida Caral- 

■  M*  ta  «Ma  •appaad  tB  ta  latnidc^  TV.  Twnhiaw  Aldo- 

B«.fl»>TL4l.    TanhUatoadfanlkUa.  OrPafi»ta.aa«eanMl. 

^MMn.    nMMa«rapnk*dbrtb«irpatiiattv,bwplaMd  In 


And  Eusticucci,  Mooca,  with  the  rest 

Who  bout  their  mindB  to  working  good  on  earth — 

Say  where  they  are,  in  answer  to  my  prayers ; 
And  tell,  to  aatiafy  my  longing  breast, 
If  biias  in  heaven,  or  woe  in  heU  be  theirs." 

"  'IVUd  blai^cr  souls,"  be  said,  "  th^'re  doomed  to  direU  ; 
If  thou  descend, — for  crime  of  different  dro  b6 

Thou  wilt  behold  them  buried  deep  in  bell. 

But  when  to  the  Hweet  world  thou  sualt  return, 
1  pray  thee  to  revive  my  memory  ; 
No  more  I  say  ; — no  more  seek  tbou  to  learn." 

His  Btedfast  eye«  aokance  he  then  inclined, —  01 

A  moment  gaxed  on  me, — then  downward  beat, 
And  fiJling,  joined  his  other  comrades  blind, 

"  Ne'er  aball  he  rise  ^lin,"  tbe  master  wiid, 

"  Till,  when  the  Power  of  vengeance  shall  be  sent. 
The  angelic  trumpet  wake  him  from  tbe  dead. 

Each  soul  shall  then  regain  its  mournful  tomb, —  97 

Begaiu  the  flesh  and  pristine  form  it  wore. 
And  bear  pronounctid  tbe  everlasting  doom." 

O'er  raiu  and  shadows  thus  we  took  our  road — 
A  mixture  foul ; — and  as  we  onward  bore. 
Some  converse  on  tbe  life  to  come  bestowed. 

Then  I:  "  0  master,  will  these  pang«  bo  mode  103 

More  sharp,  when  sentence  bath  been  past  br  heaven, 
Or  !essen«l,  or  remain  thus  tierce  j""     He  said : 

"  Bemember,  that  tbe  nearer  each  attain 
A  perfect  state,  a  finer  sense  is  given 
To  thnll  with  pleasure,  or  to  throb  with  pain. 

Though  true  perfection  never  can  be  tbeir's,  109 

Tet,  for  this  race  accurst,  in  misery  bound. 
Heaven,  after  judgment,  worthier  doom  pr^MFce." 

Then  speaking  more  than  to  repeat  I  care. 
We  made  a  circuit  that  sad  coast  around ; 
And  at  tbe  point,  whence  downward  leads  the  stair, 

Plutua,  the  mighty  enemy,  we  found. 


TiagAj^ 


CANTO   VIL 

■  of  Um  fenrlli  nirtlsi  Platut,  IIm  inoitnt  g«d  « 
■-■*--■•"         ■■     "       ■      TlwAi 

r,  ia*aj  Popm  4 
oeMtoa  to  >pMk  of  Portune.  *di1  it- 
.  ,  Tbej  enter  the  BiUi  circle,  wbcre  tl 

■I  ^  C*»— ?  "»  puTit»hed  ia  tlMUkeaf  Stfi, 
"  P*pi  SKtao,  Satwt  Aleppj,"  cried 
The  fvicw  (if  Plutua,  tbtmdering  loud  and  hoane  ; 
,        WlwnaS,  mppriiMl  of  all,  mr  sapient  guide 
I   y«j4«ttMil  (o  comfort  me :  "  Let  not  disiuBir 
Coafimnd  thj  aensea ;  for  his  utnioat  force 
Shall  atmgbt  and  to  chn-k  thy  downnord  wav." 
Pffam  tnnniig  rouud :  "  Be  ail^nt.  Wolf  accunt, ' 
He  rtvntl]''  "^  ^  '^  awollen  lip  abhorred ; 
"  Anil  Wt  thy  Airiotu  ra^  within  thee  bunt, 
i   firt  vhlKNit  taiictioD  we  dt-wcod  below  ; — 

r  thna  *tia  willed  on  high,  n-here  Michoel'B  awnd 
On  Ik*  adnllarer  Htruek  the  vengeful  blow." 

g  KHmd,  when  sudden  splits  the  maflt. 


»  wmamag  n 
BtSm  bdlviag  with  the  wind  are  headlong  thrown, 

fy  IbU  lo  earth  the  monster  vast. 

d  fbniih  abyw  we  made  descent, 


■labdlvini 
■  totho  fbi 


b  tM  ills  of  alt  the  world  are  pent. 

Jnatiea  (brine  I  of  the  din>  toils  I  saw,  li 

And  Dov\i  puninhmentc,  oh  I  who  can  speak  ? — 
Why  faring  WB  on  ourwlvea  aurh  fearfiil  kw  ? 

Aj  riau^  o'er  Chaiybdiii'  rocky  hdeht 

Wana  nOBtiiig  warea  in  dreadful  conflict  brrak, 
Tbu,  wbottiiig  iDimd.  thoae  soula  an>  doomed  to  fight. 

Bauahuiv  I  anw  not  such  a  nnnierous  crowd  : —  '2 

BocnBCMt*  weii^ta  tbey  with  their  brvaats  iini)elled 
fitm  aide  to  aide,  eor  oeaaed  to  howl  aloud. 


I.  TIM. 


HlodoTri 


nai»  ii  lite  anbol  ot  i 
<  wHk  tha  Wair  •(  *r  liw  M 
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Clashing  thej-  met : — then  turned ;  and  hflnb  »baae 
Each  OD  the  other  pouring,  fiercely  yelled ; 
"  Thou,  why  8o  niggard  f"  "  Thou,  why  so  profuse  ':' 

Bound  the  dark  circle,  till  they  met  agaiu. 

Thus  thev  piueued  their  course  on  cither  hand, 
Vociferating  still  their  taunting  strain. 

Midway  arriving — to  renew  the  fight. 

Back  o'er  the  semicircle  turns  each  band : 
And  I,  whoee  heart  was  stricken  at  the  eight, 

Exclaimed  :  "  0  thoo,  my  toaster,  tell,  I  pray. 
What  race  ia  this  ?  and  these  upon  the  left 
With  closely-shaven  beads,  all  Prieats  were  theyf" 

To  me  he  said :  "  All  these  before  thy  view. 
In  their  firet  life  of  reason  wero  so  reit, 
Xo  medium  in  the  use  of  wealth  they  knew. 

This  by  their  words  ia  clearly  proved,  each  time 
They  meet,  as  round  the  circle  they  repair. 
Parting  anoQ — bo  opposite  their  crime. 

Priests  once,  both  Popes  and  Cardinala  were  they, 
Whoee  heads  uncovered  are  devoid  of  hair ; 
O'er  them  foul  Avarice  held  unbounded  away. 

"  Amid  so  many,  maBter,"  1  replied, 
"  I  surely  ought  to  recognize  some  few. 
Who,  when  alive,  were  with  these  vices  dyed," 

Then  he :  '■  Thou  Itaat  devised  a  project  vain ; — 
Since  that  inglorious  life,  which  now  they  rue, 
Fermitteth  none  to  know  them  here  agam. 

Par  ever  will  they  dash  with  double  shocks ; 
And  at  the  resurrection  quit  the  tomb, — 
These  with  clenched  hands,  and  those  with  shaven  lockii. 

Spendthrift  and  miser  tlius  renew  the  fight. 

Driven  from  the  beauteous  world  to  realms  of  ^oom: 
Words  need  I  not  to  paint  their  ei-il  plight. 

Now  see  the  gifts  to  Fortune's  care  consigned,  61 

How  awift,  my  eon,  how  variable  their  gale,— 
Sought  with  such  anxious  labour  by  mankind  : 


30.  Tba  ATtiiaioiu  ud  Prodif  id  are  not  only  puuuhed  tii(ntl>*i'.  bat 
>r>  nudg  fba  inMnimeiili  of  puniihiog  «eli  otber,  46.  In  Ihna 

inalUKdnr  Popes  tod  Cvdiiula  solelj,  Dante  doei  not  mean  tb>t  the; 
■loiie  wan  snilCT  <■'  swics,  bul  that  the;  were  Ihe  i 
MMnplea;  md  be  Mlli  n*  eltmhere.  Par.  ivii.  13:1,  It 
wlecM  tbem  Eron  the  blglmt  rank,  tog^vefakTepnof  thasnUWri^Bi 


49 


55 


i 


cjjrw)  Tn. 

For  all  the  fiold  that  is  beneath  the  moon, 

Or  »I1  tliBt  ever  was,  could  not  avail 

^me  wtmry  wiula,  or  pnrcbase  reat  for  one." 
**  TeD  nM."  I  said, ''  O  niaater,  if  tbou  mayeet, — 

nil  Foftatw,  that  tbcm  apeak'st  of,  what  is  ahe, 

Is  i^ote  mntral  all  woridlj  goods  ai«  placed  i*" 

tiea  mawend  h« :  "  O  raefttum  weak  and  blind, 

How  led  wKtnf  b^  ig:nacBnce  are  je ! 

Now  kt  my  maiinn  aink  iaXo  thy  mind. — 
Ha,  vkoae  Uaimgudanl  Wndom  liath  no  bound. 

ISwiiwnad  ^  Hantaia,  and  gave  to  them  a  guide, 

JX^gAotiog  BB  wtiial  ligbt  miuid, 
0  tbift  each  Hot  to  oHkar  part  might  iLinc : 

And  that  vet  eaitidj  ^endoun  to  pruaide 

A  anirtMing  Pmnt  did  be  asaign, 
Tb  JmI  lift'a  111  ■linn  ^ooda  with  varying  hand ; 

And,  Wpte  tjifi  inpediweirts  of  honuoi  tkill. 

To  tbmgt  from  ran  to  nee,  from  land  to  land. 
Motet  dot£  one  lURicai  nan,  ancther  tall, 

OMiHrt  to  bar  evcr^bngTiig  will, 

Vbo  tin,  like  nuke  in  gnw,  concealed  from  all. 
Is  nm,  'gmtt  her  yvor  nrthly  wisdom  Tii!i ; 

TtUi  fifMigbl  and  with  judgmmt  she  nuuntaina 

Hv  itT-*TliH  away,  like  othtr  Ucitica, 
Bar  (Ammm  ban  no  mt— for  otpt  new  : 

TaiTaedbr(n,2lM 

And  IwiBiwi  ih'iwiliiik 
And  aha  it  ia,  on  wiioae  deTufied  head 

An>  be^iod  ioeh  vile  irproacfa  and  ralnmsy 

Bjr  thoM  wboie  pniso  ihtt  Tsther  ni«n1«d. 
Bot'ibe  ta  Uort,  and  bran  not  what  ther  say  ( 

Whh  otlMV  pfinial  beinip,  joyounly 

Sba  nUi  fan  qdwn,  exalting  en  mr  way. — 

■  tD  th«  dootrtu*  llwl  nrk  of  lb*  Mp|a*ed  maurlal 
MBdln;  Intflli^WDG*  or  XufmL     8**  "  Tb  UsKrial 
"  fi^iil  to  (b   t^umdin.  7H.  1.  (.  TIm  Oforukm   uf 

r^iliwi  an  aM  rh»  naidl  of  chum,  bat  vf  ftmalghl,  awl  tbt  ttat—il  U 
^•f  a^WlnMi  Bflw«»«n,^nnliiMil  U  hrr  pHuliar  iiihcn  (o  <up«I> 
■B^  (IM  aiWrtfcWWq  of  Mapont  blMluri.  "  Tlia  Fonuu  df  Ilia  ■ 
^■ta  ii  ««k  V  «Mt  fwawti  aalM  IMtIiu  fnnidniar.-    ItenM,  T 

■■■III--.  -  "  [■  ■■■*  *-^  ■■"  "  er.  itfU      — 


M  go  we  down  to  realms  of  greater  pain  ;  ! 

Each  star,  which  at  luy  outset  was  ascending, 

Is  sinking,  and  forbidii  us  to  remain." 
We  crossed  the  circle  to  the  other  side. 

Above  a  boiling  fount  our  footsteps  bending. 

From  wheuce  a  sluice  convey'd  the  gushing  tide, 
3Iore  dark  than  purple  was  that  water's  flow ;  It 

And  we  beside  the  mournful  river  dun 

Proceeded  by  a  rugged  path  below  : 
A  lake  is  fomii-d,  the  Stygmn  named  of  old. 

By  this  sad  stream,  when  downward  it  hath  run 

'>esth  the  grey  rocks  that  hem  the  baleful  hold. 
Wondering  I  stood ;  and  saw  within  the  lake  I< 

A  crew  all  naked,  and  with  mud  o'erspread, 

Whoee  threatening  looks  their  inward  rage  bespake  : 
£aoh  struck  the  other  not  with  hands  altme. 

But  with  the  breast,  and  n~ith  the  feet  and  bead ; 

Their  teeth  too  tore  each  other  to  the  bone. 
"  My  son,"  the  gracious  maater  said,  "behold  1 

Tdc  spirits  who  were  erst  by  wrath  subdued; 

And  give  belief  to  what  1  now  unfold. 
Beneath  the  stream  arc  souls  that  utter  sighs. 

Whence  bubbles  to  the  surface  may  be  viewed 

Ascending,  wheresoe'er  you  turn  vour  eyes. 
Deep  fixed  in  mud. '  Sad  were  we,'  tney  exclaim,  1 

'  There,  where  the  sun  sends  forth  his  gladsome  ray. 

Bearing  within  a  foul  and  smothered  flame; 
Sad  are  we  now  within  this  filthy  lake." 

They  gurgle  in  their  throat  this  dismal  lay. 

Since  utterance  more  distinct  tbey  cannot  make." 
Thus  circling  round  the  noisome  pool  we  went. 

Between  the  centre  and  the  humid  beach ; 

On  those  who  drank  the  mud  our  sight  intent ; 
Until  at  lost  a  lofty  tower  we  reach. 


CANTO     VIII. 

ABGUICBST. 


137.  The  Slj^iaa  lake. 


cxsTO  nil. 


Now  tell  I,  aa  mj'  itory  I  purBiie, 

Hat  R«  we  raacbed  the  lofty  castle's  bKse, 

Two  little  flaiOM  upon  its  Bu'minit  divw 
Our  tyv»  in  wondn ;  while  aootlier  made 

AiwWisr,  M>  dirtant,  we  could  ncanwly  tnee 

Hie  Aickeriag  slimmer  from  afiv  displayed. 
TVn  to  the  le*  oF  knowk>dge  turned — I  said :  1 

••  VThcrefore  thia  signal  ?  why  that  answering  li(;ht  ? 

And  who  uv  tbf^  by  whom  thrae  flamea  are  fed  ?" 
'  Vfast  sow  adTincea  o'ft  yon  gloomv  tide, 

la  wiaAj,"  he  eulaimod, "  within  thy  si^ht, 

UhImi  mdnd  the  marahy  rapoiun  hide." 
WHh  mater  meed  did  never  arrow  fly  1! 

fWw  fram  tbe  atring,  and  cut  the  yielding  aJr, 

"nan,  o'er  the  lake  approaching  met  mine  eye, 
A  little  nmA,  under  the  controul 

Of  but  a  nnijle  boatman ;  who.  aware 

Eidaimrd  :  '*  .\rt  thou  arrived,  O  felon  aoul  ?"' 
**  Flegiaa,  Flrf^iaa,  the  outcry  thou  dost  make  11 

For  once  availa  thee  not,"  exclaimed  the  sire  -. 

**  We  itay  not  with  thee  but  to  cross  the  laki-." 
Aa  one^  who  oT  wnnc  monstrouB  fraud  hath  heard 

^aetiMd  upon  hiro.  givea  his  soul  to  ire ; 

8o  IVk>m  stood,  to  radden  anger  stirred. 
Into  the  Mttt  descended  then  my  guide,  21 

And  bade  too  fellow  dose  upon  his  track ; 

Tffl  1  enbaikedna  burden  premed  the  tide. 
Vhen  bolh  wen  Mated,  on  it  sped  ,— and  uuw 

To  depth  DBwanted  was  that  river  black 

Ont  Vf  the  imprcnt  of  the  ancient  prow . 
IFhilat  we  wi!t«  hurrying  o'er  the  stagnant  slime,  31 

*>.  TW  Jiitoil  flaa*  vbicb  swvfn  tb«  tignal,  praMedn  Ittm  on*  of  J 

•   to«*n  ■(  tht  an  of  DU,  vhrw*  (be  pa>M  «*ra  Mjiwaud  bj  iba  f 

-  ir^kb.    n*  i^aaltoawil*  bj  oa*  tt  et  tteowM  Id  kdvtv  *•-  I 

i«  itert  itiM|in  vw*  siipmcbiiis-             7.  Tb*  "  ih  of  kDowlnlipr  1 

•   MifiL              1).  JUgtm  WM    ■    -m  of  M»,  lenlenwd  b>   b>ll  te  I 

•n^  a*  tMpb  af  aiBOo  •!  [WInhi.     IIli  iMmr  ilimJfli*  Arr.  anij  bl  I 

■  tMaatfa*<ar  M  Afciljr  af  <n.     V.rcil  Infbnin  liltn.duliiniaiiir  U(  J 
^.ITm4  iMIaak  IM  ArsMMbs  woBUbtdiMppgiBted. 


One  Toee  before  me,  smeared  with  mud,  and  cried : 
"  Say  who  nrt  thou  that  eom'at  before  thy  time  f" 

"  I  come  not  to  remain  : — -but  who,"  quoth  I, 
"  Art  thou  that  hast  thyself  so  bnitifled  f" 
"  Lo !  one  am  I  who  weeps,"  wxs  his  reply. 

And  I  to  him :  "  With  weeping  and  with  woe, 
Thy  fitting  company,  curat  soul,  remain ; — 
All  muddy  though  ihou  art,  thv  face  I  know." 

Then  to  the  host  iua  hands  were  thrown  anon : 
WhereAt  the  master  thrust  him  back  ngoin, 
Exchuming :  "  To  the  other  dogs  begone," 

With  this,  around  my  neck  hia  araia  he  fluaff. 

And  kissed  mr  cheek :  "  Indignant  soul,"  said  he, 
"  How  blest  the  mother  from  whose  womb  yon  eprun 

He,  when  alive,  was  arrogant,  and  proud  ; 
Ko  deed  of  goodnetw  decks  hia  memory ; 
And  therefore  here  his  spirit  storms  aloud. 

On  earth  how  many  deem  diemaelvM  grent  kings,  4 
Who  here  like  swine  shall  wallow  in  a  sty. 
And  leave  a  name  that  vile  remembrance  brings  !*' 

"  O  what  delight  would  it  afford  my  heart 
To  see  him  plunged  within  the  pool,"  said  1, 
"  Ere  from  the  filthy  waters  we  depart  I" 

Then  he  to  me :  "  Thou  sholt  bo  eatiefled. 
Before  the  infernal  shore  appears  in  sipht ; 
'Tia  meet  that  snch  a  wish  be  not  denied." 

Soon  aller.  I  beheld  the  muddy  erew 

Set  on  him  with  such  violence  and  might. 
That  God  I  thank  for  granting  me  the  view. 

"  Down  with  Argenti  !"  shouted  one  and  oil ; 
And  with  his  teeth,  his  furious  wrath  to  vent, 
Hiniself  this  savage  Florentine  did  maul. 

We  joumey'd  on, — so  him  no  more  I  name. 
Theu  smote  mine  aa  a  loud  and  shrill  hunent. 
Whereat  I  stretched  mimJ  eye  to  whence  it  came. 

"Behold,  my  son,"  to  me  the  master  cried, 
"  We  now  draw  near  the  city  named  of  Dia, 
Where  crowds  of  guiltv  citizens  reside." 

"  Master,"  I  said,  "  alrcaily  I  diai-em 

Its  bright  Termilion  mosques  in  the  abyss, 

SS.  FOipiM  Argmli— SnliDiCl. 


I 
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CANTO  Tin.  88 

Which,  89  in  furnace  heated,  seem  to  bum.** 

He  answered  me :  ''  The  fire' that  ever  glows  73 

Within  the  walls,  that  ruddj  hue  supplies, 
Which  theue  infernal  battlements  disclose." 

Then  we  arrived  within  the  trench  profound 
That  compasaeth  this  wretched  land  of  sighs ; 
And  framed  of  iron  seemM  the  walls  around. 

A  te<lious  circuit  made,  at  last  we  came  79 

Where,  **  Disembark— the  entrance  is  in  sight," — 
We  heard  the  pilot^s  thundering  voice  exclaim. 

More  than  a  thousand  on  the  gates  I  spied, 
Bained  down  from  heaven  ; — and  shouting  in  despite, 
^  Say  who  is  this,  that  (death's  dread  power  untried) 

Stalks  through  the  dusky  regions  of  the  dead  ?"  85 

By  signal  the  great  master  let  them  know 
Tnat  secret  parley  he  solicited. 

Their  mighty  wTath  they  somewhat  then  restrained ; 
••  Come  thou  alone,"  they  critnl,  **  and  let  him  go, 
Who  so  audac-iouitly  hath  entrance  gained. 

Let  him  retrace  alone  his  foolish  way :  —  91 

Th«  m,  by  whose  guidance  he  wa«  hither  brouqjht 
ThniUtfh  this  benighted  land,  with  us  shalt  stay." 

Think,  reader,  how  disc^onsohite  was  I 

At  Mund  of  words  with  such  deep  malice  fraught  :— 
Metbou^ht  I  never  should  return  on  high. 

"  O  thi>u  dear  guide,  who  safety  hast  bestowed  97 

Seven  times  at  h*ast,  and  borne  me  scathless  through, 
When  direst  iK»ril  hath  beset  my  road — 

O  h'ave  me  not,  *  I  said,  "  in  this  dismay ; 
And  if  such  dn*aded  obstacles  ensue, 
Ti»i»ether  let  us  spt»ed  our  backward  way." 

Tb»*n  anj«wer\*<i  me  my  kind  and  faithful  guide  :  103 

"  Ft-ar  not,  for  none  a  passage  can  deny — 
By  one  so  potent  is  our  stn^ngth  supplied : 

Wait  my  return,  and  fei*d  thy  heavy  nprito 
With  goodly  hojK» ; — for  be  a«sun'd  that  I 
Will  never  leave  thee  in  these  realms  of  night." 

Ue  thus  de|mrt». — Abandoned  by  my  friend,  109 

Alone  I  stand  in  sorrowful  susiK'nse, 
While  **  no"  and  "yes"  within  my  heart  contend. 

83.  Frum  Uii«  eiprcauon  the  DemooA  appear  to  be  f«Uen  Augds« 


Kor  omil<l  I  aoglit  distinguiflh  whnt  he  md ; 
But  scarce  had  he  b^un-a  conferenoe, 
"When  buck  within  the  walla  they  quickly  sped. 

Agiunst  my  master's  breast  our  spiteful  foe 
The  portals  closed. — Shut  out — he  cfune  away, 
And  turned  him  back  to  me  with  footsteps  slow. 

TTia  eyes  cast  down,  and  trom  his  brow  all  trace 
Of  boldneae  gone — in  sighs  he  eeemed  to  say, 
"  Who  bare  my  entrance  to  this  mournfiil  place  r 

Then  unto  me  be  said :  "  Be  uot  afraid 

At  this  my  wrath  ;— their  pride  we  shall  abate, 
Whate'er  reaistance  may  within  be  made. 

This  their  audacity  is  nothing;  new. 

For  eret  'twas  showti  at  a  less  secret  gate 
Which,  Toid  of  tasteoing,  still  remains  in  riew. 

Its  deadly  motto  thou  thyself  hast  read : 
And  lo,  already  One  deeceudeth  down. 
Passing  the  cirt-les,  by  no  escort  led, 

Who  yet  with  lictory  our  attempt  shall  crown." 


i 


Dvite,  ■Imned  at 


CANTO     IX.  ^^B 

•  doahD  eipreterd  by  Viryil  as  W  th«r  micem  in 
lorcmg  aa  eatraQce  mio  Ihe  citj  of  Dia,  in  the  tixlb  cirele,  ia  comtorlfd 
bj  Ihe  sHumnce  of  Ilia  giiide,  thai  he  haa  been  ihr  road  bc&R,  md 
kiHiwa  il  Well.  The  Furit-s  uppnr.  Aa  Angel  hdI  from  hMTm  opnu 
the  gate  orihecii;.  The  port*  i^Dter,  andGnd  it  full  of  tomba  ioteucl; 
healed  by  fire,  in  whicb  are  panii^ed  the  Arch-here  tics. 
TniT  hue,  which  fear  had  o'er  my  features  spread,  1 

When  I  beheld  my  leader  backward  turn. 

Caused  him  to  check  his  own  unwonted  dread. 
Attent  he  stood,  as  one  with  Ustening  ear ; 

For  with  Ilia  eve  he  could  not  Sot  discern 

Through  the  bl:ick  cloud  and  heavy  atmosphere. 


The  gate  ■[  Ihe  entrance  into  hell.      Thii  ia  auppwvd  b;  Duile 

been  broki-n  open  by  our  Satiour,  vben,  coming  lo  Ub^U  the 

r  (he   Fnlhen,  he  Has  resisted  by  (heH  Uemoni.     S«e  C»nlDtT. 

128.  An  Andrei  ig  teal  rrom  heBten  to  theit  afaistiuiM',  wbo  in 

lb*  next  canto  enahire  them  to  enter  Ihf  city  of  Dia. 

4.  L'nabte  to  we  br,  he  endeavoura.  by  lialenin^,  to   aa«rtaui   ibe 
approHch  of  Ihe  upeclcd  meaaenger  from  hesTeii,  alluded  to  at  tbt  end  of 


CASIO   IX- 

HeUwnbegu:  "Tet  Hboll  wewin  thecky: 
If  not  ...  80  great  a  Onu  hath  protlVrxMl  aid ; — 
But  oh! — how  loug  hi'  lingere  wi  hia  wayl" 

I  Mw  full  well  how  he  dmiguod  to  cloak 
Hie  doubts  hi!  Bt  the  outset  had  bftrayed. 
Hi*  tart  words  differing  from  tho  first  he  spoke. 

NathlcBa,  hia  itpeei'li  with  ttrror  tillt^  my  broaet. 
Tor  haplf  frwni  his  broken  words  I  drew 
A  moTD  alanniii^  nnuc  than  they  possessed. 

*  Down  from  that  eircle  of  the  drrad  abyss 
Wfatni  loM  of  hope  alone  the  spirits  rue. 
Doth  aojr  e'er  dtwceod  so  low  as  this  ?" 

I  aaked  Ihifl'  queation;  and  he  answered  thus: 
**  It  nrdy  Dappena  that  tho  road  1  go 
!I*th  e'er  been  ventured  on  by  oue  of  us. 

*T^  tn*e,  afoivtime  1  have  gone  this  track, 
Bj  feU  Kiiohtlio  conjured  down  below, 
Who  to  their  bodicM  cnlls  the  spiriti  back. 

Sbort  tf»e»  had  1  put  oR'  my  mortal  cby, 
Tkea  abe  enjoined  inc  puHs  witliiu  this  wall, 
Fran  JudM'  round,  to  boar  a  soul  awsy : 

Itst  b  tlw  bwmt  plan-  and  mort  obscure, 

AimI  Euihnrt  from  the  liraven  which  circles  all: 
I  know  the  road — fe*l  theruforw  thou  aecure. 

Hw  nonh.  whence  vapours  rise  so  foul  and  rife,  81 

thuTDBtKU  that  mnumful  city,  which  denies 
AD  cMtTiitff,  Mve  with  bitte'miwi  and  strife." 

Aad  BHm  be  aaid  than  memorv  can  rvcite ; 

Witli  andi  deep  filed  attention  were  mine  eyes 
Dn«B  lo  Um>  rastln  of  the  flaming  light. 

nnc^  on  tt  niddeu  rising  up,  1  viewed  37 

Tim  hdfiah  Furies:— stained  with  blood  they  were; 

7.  IliBMfatrftabbnpeatatiaoaf  iMariDcllMiiKitiaaadiM  AagrTt 
WM^af  ««iBla1adMUi|^l*^impi«ilIlwinidof  llMlMEMnlo,  Vir^ 
Mng*  hii  isohM  in  bnlkwoJ^opif*: — "  Wr  Knmni  tiianii)a«r,  odJmb 
IsafairtMi:  jXMMfMjr  i*lhe(apMlidiia,iIc<iDDUlblI."  )«. 

Ital*  faadaf  Viiffl  M%U  BDl  knuw  thn  mj,  Bul  vWiinic  to  Wd(d  •  dlnet 
^iMiM,  Mb  Um,  wlwthtf  u;  giM  ar  iboM  *badr«tl  «Uh  Um  la  iJabe 
I  ■  J  ■  Mifc  1  n  k>w.  VitfH  iui£adni  Um  m  to  bto  bt^  In  tha 
1*mM  |«I  of  ML  tS.  A  TtuBalUn  mKwrtm.  ST.  Th»  lovM 

«Mdk  a^K*  aftw  Ja&a  ItemnoU  la  vUeli  tntlof*  »f  pBakbadf-^f* 
a>»f.«.         ■S.TbadVorDk.  M.  TIm UJ^ Mm MMtasl. 

iMis  tU.  L— ika  (Ma  at  •  iktMOM.  >^i^b^m 


^M  96                                                IlfFEBKO.                          ^^^^^^^H 

H  Anil  female  seemed  their  llmbi  and  attitude.           ^^^H 

H  Green  hydras  twined  their  bideoiie  wniats  around;     ^^^H 

V  And  eerpeuta  and  cerastes  furmed  the  hair,              ^^TM 


Whose  mantling  coils  their  sovage  temples  bound. 

Then  he,  who  knew  the  horrid  belduue^  well,  43 

Attendant  on  the  Queen  of  endless  woe, 
Ezckimed  to  me :  "  Behold  the  Eiynnia  fell : 

This  is  Megjera  on  the  left ; — the  dread 
Alecto  weeps  upon  the  right  !^and  lo! 
Tiaiphone  between." — P-o  more  he  said. 

Then  fiercely  with  her  nails  each  rent  her  breast;  49 

Struck  with  her  hands ;  and  shrieked  in  such  despite. 
That  to  the  bard  I  clung,  ivith  fear  opprest. 

"  Haste,  bring  Medusa — change  him  into  stone," 
All  cried,  aa  they  looked  downward  from  the  height ; 
"  This  comes  of  fiiTour  unto  Theseus  shewn." 

"  Turn  back,  and  from  the  Gorgon  hide  thine  eyes ;  55 
Pot  ahouldst  thou  look  on  her,  whom  none  withstands, 
Vain  were  tie  hope  again  to  view  the  skies." 

Thus  as  the  master  spake,  he  sudden  wheeled 
My  body  round,  nor  trusted  to  my  hands, 
But  with  his  own  my  countenance  conce&led. 

O  Te,  with  lofty  intellect  endowed, 
tiehold  the  secret  lore  intended  here, 
"Which  my  mysterious  minstrelsy  would  shroud  I 

Now  o'er  the  rertlesa  waves  there  came  a  sound. 
As  of  a  nughty  crashing — fraught  with  fear. 
Which  shook  both  shores  throughout  the  ^-ut  profound; 

Like  to  the  raging  of  a  mighty  wind,  67 

Which,  rushing  awift  to  cool  some  fervid  zone, 
Shatters  the  wood ;  and  sweeping  unconfined  fc  1 

Teare  off  tbe  boughs,  beats  down,  and  hurls  away,       ^Hd 
In  clouds  of  dust  advances  proudly  on,  ^H^ 

And  fills  the  beafcts  and  ahepherds  with  diEnmy.  <^_1 

He  loosed  my  eyes,  and,  "  Let  their  energiea  98 

M.  Prasrr[iii>e,  Qund  of  HvU.  45.  ThrPuriH.  6t.  Tm*- 

Isted  uxordin^  to  [bf  inurprpiatiaii  of  Lombordi.     The  Fati»  npcBt  M 
not  tiSTing  detiTDjed  Tbfsmi,  aa  wfII  iu  Piriihous,  >bcn  tbrj  came  Ibr 

" =--     *ii»  Mcape  hsvinp  Uiug  sffordi-d  olben  a  preoedcniw  ■BMnpt 

62.  CoDuneDUitnra  hare  laboured  In  viin  Ui  eipkia  ^ 
hrmluiFs.  68.  Mark  Dnnte'sexplaiiBlionof  th    -~~ — ' 

"  PoRb  fnolT  ia  the  leading  sdoptHL 
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GAKTO  IX.  87 

Be  turned,*'  he  said,  ^  high  o'er  that  ancient  acum. 

There,  where  the  moet  oflensiye  Tapours  riae.**  . 
Uke  frogs  that  flee,  when  scattered  in  the  flood 

Br  some  dire  serpent,  till  to  land  they  come, 

Pfunging  head  foremost,  nuzzling  in  the  mud; — 
So  saw  I  full  a  thousand  spirits  lost  79 

Fleeing  before  the  face  of  One,  who  o'er 

The  Stygian  wave  with  feet  unmoistened  croBsed. 
The  heavy  air  he  from  his  visage  cleared. 

Waving  the  left  hand  oft  his  face  before. 

And  weary  with  that  single  toil  appeared. 
Heaven's  messenger  he  was,  I  plainly  saw,  85 

And  to  the  master  turned ;  whereat  he  straight 

Made  sign  that  I  should  bend  in  silent  awe. 
Ah !  what  disdain,  methought,  his  looks  disclosed ! 

Touched  by  his  potent  wand,  the  hostile  gate 

Fli*w  instant  open,  nor  his  will  opposed. 
"  Outcasts  of  heaven ! — O  abject  race !"  he  cried,  91 

Upon  the  horrid  threshold  as  he  stood ; 

"  Whence  in  you  dwells  this  insolence  and  pride  P 
WIjv  d«>  ye  kick  as:aiiiKt  the  heavenly  will, 

\t*hich  cannot  fail  to  make  its  purpose  good. 

And  oft  hath  caurhI  vou  an  increase  of  ill  ? 
Wluit  profits  it  'gainst  fate  to  butt  the  horn? —  97 

Think  how  your  Ccrbt»rus  such  attempt  repented, 

A*  ti-r^tifv  hi*  chin  and  gullet  torn." 
ThiTi  back  W  turned  along  the  iilthv  shore. 

Nor  myoke  a  won! ;  but  seemed  like  one  tormented 

By  other  care  and  other  trouble  more 
Tkin  bv  the  thought  of  him  within  his  view.  103 

Fin*d  by  the  liallowed  words,  with  footstep  bold. 

And  firm  as8urance,  we  our  way  pursue. 
Thi*  eity  then  we  entt^red  unopjKwed : 

Antl  1,  who  was  dtwirous  to  behold 

The  Htate  of  those  by  such  strong  walls  enclosed, 
Smri  as  I  enterrd,  cast  around  mine  eyes.  109 

n.  Thu  turn  is  the  «ih«Ution  frum  the  Styfnan  lake.  80.  Thu 
h««Trn!3r  mcMpQirer  or  Aofrrl. — The  city  of  Din  u  by  Kometti  in  his  in^^e- 
bioua  CumnwDiary  oomndPTpd  to  mtfui  Monfnce,  and  the  bearenly  mo»- 
•rtifvr.  Ilrary  of  Luirmbrry.  who  was  rrfused  admittonoe  into  that  city 
br  tiw  rpbrlltotM  Oovlla.   rier  note  to  l*ar.  xxi.  l.*M.  tf0.  Ccrbvrut 

atscmpCcd  to  raiit  th»  eatnuioe  of  ileroulca  into  beU. 


On  every  side  a  spocioua  district  lay, 
Beplete  with  torment,  and  with  miserieB. 

And  aB  at  Arlen.  where  lUione  scarce  Beema  to  gUdsj 
And  as  at  Pola,  near  Quamaro's  bay, 
(Which,  bounding  fair  Italia,  laves  her  side,) 

Tombs  thickly  spread  diversity  the  ground:  1 

E'en  HO  vast  tombB,  reaembling  those  I  see, 
Save  that  in  horror  these  mucli  more  abound;  i 

For  scattered  'mid  the  graves  were  flames  of  fire,       ^t 
Which  heated  them  to  such  intecse  degree,  | 

That  hotter  iron  could  no  craft  require,  • 

The  lids  of  all  of  them  were  hanging  o'er;  l! 

And  they  within,  by  many  a  wretched  moan 
Betrayed  the  grievous  anguish  that  they  bore. 

Then  I :  "  O  master,  say  what  soula  are  here, 

Who  buried  in  these  vaults  their  pangs  make  known, 
By  sighs  that  fiiU  so  doleful  on  the  ear?" 

"  Here,  with  their  followers  of  each  sect,"  he  said, 
"  Dwell  the  Arch-heretics,  a  conoouree  vast ; 
More  than  thou  deemest  iu  the  tombs  are  laid. 

These  monuments  bave  leas  or  greater  beat; 
Together  buried,  like  with  like  are  classed," 
And  then,  as  to  the  right  I  tum'd  my  feet, 

n  the  tombs  and  ramparts  high  we  passed. 


CANTO   X. 
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Amid  tho  tombB  or  the  heretios,  FnrinBta,  Ihe  great  GhibelUne  ohief, 
■nd  lathrr-in-lnT  of  Guldo  CnvolcaDti,  Dnnte'e  mul  intinialc  rriutid.  riwa 
up  Bod  BddreiBCS  Dante  fnnn  one  of  tbe  sepulohres.  He  takes  credil  to 
binuelf  far  Bitviiig  Florence,  irbea  Iba  rat  of  tbe  OhibelltoeB  would  lura 
dMtrojed  it. 

Now  passed  we  onward  by  a  path  confined, 
That  ran  between  tlie  torabs  and  circling  wall. 
My  master  first^I  following  close  behind. 

"  Virtue  supreme !  who  through  these  circles  dire 
Dost  lead  me,"  I  began,  "thy  vrilling  thrall — 
0  apeak  and  satisfy  mv  soul's  desire. 

The  spirits  in  these  sepulchres  who  lie- 
May  they  be  seen  ? — their  lids,  as  I  discern. 


4,  Tbis  invocation  ia  addrewed  lo  Tirgil. — See  oaoto  izL  i 


CMMTO  X 

tfmk  wnr  me  nised,  Mid  none  to  giiard  an  ToifjL** 
*  AD  viD  be  iasteoed  down,"  tbe  bira  rapUed, 

*  Wheo  fipom  Jdnwhiyhiit  ihej  ahall  rotam, 

Clothed  in  the  bodies  thejr  hftve  laid  aside. 
Hone  l^^icnniB  hath  his  fleiy  tomby  18 

And  with  him  all  his  fidlowen,  who  maintain 

That  soul  and  body  ahaie  one  common  doom. 
Whefefere  within  thia  place,  to  the  request 

Thou  hast  prdfened,  an  answer  shalt  thou  gain ; 

And  likewise  to  the  wish  thoahast  suppressed." 
Then  I :  **  From  thee  I  ne'er  concesl  a  thou^t,  19 

Unless,  dear  guide,  to  shorten  what  I  sar  ;— 

A  lesson  thou  thyself  hast  ktely  taught.'^ 
**  Tuscsn,  who  throng^  this  city  nauffht  with  fiie, 

Speaking  so  modestly,  dost  wend  thy  way^— • 

Here,  mar  it  please  thee,  stay  at  my  desire. 
Thv  words  mil  clearly  make  it  manifest  25 

lliou  art  a  natiTe  of  that  noble  land, 

Which  I  perhaps  too  sorely  did  molest." 
Sudden  from  out  a  vault,  upon  mine  ear 

Th€«e  acoentd  burst ;  whereat  I  took  my  stand 

Still  deter  to  my  master^s  side,  through  fear. 
And  he  exclaimed :  "  Turn  round ;  what  would'st  thou  do  ? 

Lo  Farinata ! — upward  from  the  waist  82 

lliA  f(Mm  behold,  apparent  to  thy  view." 
Alivady  on  his  face  my  eyesight  fell ; 

And  he  upreared  his  forehead  and  his  breast, 
•  As  if  he  felt  supreme  contempt  for  Hell. 
Towards  him,  witn  prompt  and  animated  hand,  87 

My  guide  among  the  tombs  impelled  me  on ; 

And  said : — "  Speak  clear,  that  he  may  understand." 
When  nearer  to  the  sepulchre  I  came, 

Ho  gaied  upon  me ; — then  in  haughty  tone 

Exclaimed :  ^  Who  were  thine  ancestors  f"  Their  name, 

II.  Aeeordiiiiir  to  Uie  ooanon  opinioB,  that  the  faMt  JndfrnMnt  will  he 
iwM  IP  tiie  vriley  of  Jehoriiephet  See  Joel  iii.  2.  18.  Vb.  The  hope 
ofeMDf  FbrineaL    See  tL  06.  32.  Fkrinets  dcfli  Uherti  wm 

tW  d«cinir«iiihed  heed  of  the  Ghlbelliiie  porty  et  FTomoe  in  the  tine  oc 
rndenek  II.  He  ie  pbeed  in  hell  ae  e  heretie ;  hot  hii  hervej  it  pel- 
lietad  hy  (NMOoodi  on  tbe  ^woadt  **  that  he  wee  dii^uBted  with  the  Tieee 
Md  h jpoeriejr  of  the  Popee."  42.  ntfineta  waeproadorhitUrth, 

•^naaie,  whoiB  he  took  fv  eone  pleheisn,  eqoelly  io :  heaee  Ui  enfw- 
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Pull  anxionB  to  obey,  did  I  avow ; 

And  gladly  told  him  who  my  lathers  were. 

Whei^at  incensed  he  somewhat  raised  his  brow  : 
"  To  me  and  to  my  party  so  averso," 

He  said,  "  were  they,  and  such  the  hate  they  bare. 

That  twice  their  hostile  ranks  did  I  disperse." 
"  Though  vanquished,  still  they  faded  tiot  to  return 

Each  time,  from  every  quarter,"  I  replied, — 

"  An  art  thy  friends  as  yet  have  failed  to  leani." 
Then,  upward  from  the  chm  distinctly  seen, 

Another  shade  ro»e  slowly  at  his  side. 

Besting  himself  upon  his  knees,  I  ween. 
He  look^  around  me,  e'en  as  if  he  sought 

Another  in  my  company  to  find ; 

But,  when  he  saw  how  vain  the  pleasing  thought, 
Weeping,  be  said :  "  If  lofty  genius  be 

Of  power  to  lead  thee  through  this  prison  blind — 

Where  ia  my  son  ?  why  comes  he  not  with  thee  ? 
I  answered  him :  "  I  come  not  here  alone : 

Lo !  yonder  ia  my  feithful  escort,  whom 

Haply  thy  Gnido  had  disdained  to  own." 
Of  him  alrrady  i  divined  the  name. 

Both  by  bis  words,  and  his  appropriate  doom ; 

Whence  finm  my  lips  eo  fiill  an  answer  came. 
Then  on  a  sudden  stMtiag  up — he  cries,  67 

"  Had !  didst  thou  tell  me  ? — ceases  he  to  live  ? — 

Doth  heaven's  sweet  light  no  longer  strike  his  eyea  ?" 
When  he  observed  a  short  delay  ensue. 

Ere  I  an  answer  to  his  speech  could  give, 

Supine  he  fell,  and  disappeared  from  view. 
But  that  exalted  spirit  who  had  been  73 

i8.  HmriiiK  Ifarnt  that  Duile's  ancHton  wm  Ouelft,  FWrinata  ilMr* 
b'a  Ind^fnadon  by  bis  mutner,  mnd  exullB  is  hsTing  twice  defe«led  llkoa, 
49.  Daole  renunds  Fannma  that  the  Gurl&  had  rEturned  afler  bolli  thcM 
defesta,  wbicb  wa«  more  Uuui  the  GhibelliiiiB  had  done.  S3.  S<K 

to  Fannali,  and  inCf  rmptin^  his  ducoune,  riies  Ibe  ahadc  af  CanloBle 
de*  CavalcanU.  Overbarin;  the  convf  mtjoo.  uid  a«an  of  Dute'a  pcc- 
■enoe,  he  *h  deairooa  lo  make  inquirj  eoucrrDiag  hit  K>n  Guida  Caval- 
(Uti.  Daaie's  inliniale  fn«id.  who  maitwd  a  dao^ter  of  Fariaata. 
63.  The  pattiaHl;  of  tbe  hlher  aMr[h<i  lo  bis  aoD.  who  wu  a  pg*i,  \ttt 
Purg.zL  S7I  ageniua  equal  ID  ibal  of  Dante.  Itaulr  aoiiren  that  hail 
atLmdMl  bj  Virgil,  for  irhom  Ouido  it  Menu  had  no  taste.  70.  Gwda 

miBlillaliveaoaailiDK  to  theauppoaeddalaof  thapaem  (1300). 
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_  of  my  liagrrtng  ther*,  had  neither  tumed 
JUS  bmd.  Dor  bowi-d  bis  Deck,  nor  changed  Ids  luiei] 

"  And  if."  rontinumg  his  sjieeoh,  he  «aid, 

"  The  art  thou  spi^iiktwt  of  thev  lo  ill  har«i  learned, 
■n»*t  root*  tunuents  me  than  this  fiery  bed. 

Bui  the  fair  ladj  who  roles  here  below, 
Not  fifty  tuniM  her  Bilver  fai«  shall  light, 
En  tbiHi  t^  ralue  nf  that  art  wilt  know. 

And  majst  thou  Me  the  beauteous  world  again, 
Aa  t]Kn]  acquaint  me  why,  my  friendH  to  spite, 
ntd  uwa  jour  people  still  retain." 


Suckcntd 

1  Mwwerad  bim :  "  the  rout  and  mmago  made, 
WIho  Arbia's  stmun  wu  Htained  with  crimson 
TcQ  wby  anch  ram  are  in  our  tompleB  paid." 

TlwD  nid  be,  aighing  aa  his  hi^  he  ehooK ; 
**  Id  that  cneount^r  not  alone  wtui  1, 
K«r  without  cauBo  such  part  with  others  took ; 

B«t  who)  SMombled  munben  bad  decreed 
To  >wwp  flur  Eloi«nce  &om  the  earth  awai 


dye, 


My  vuioe  akne  was  niaed  againat  the  di 

'  8a  07  tbf  kindnd  may  repoae  be  found, 

Aa  tbou  tumreUeat,'   (tbua  to  bim  I  pn 


deed." 


.'   (tbua  to  bim  I  pray) 
**  the  knot  in  which  my  intellect  is  bound. 

Fvtai*  vnmta  «ro  timu  may  yet  unfold. 
It  MflBi  re  can  furetel,  if  right  I  Icam ; — 
UMbb  wiiBt  ia  pr««ent  to  behold." 

**  IA*  OBB  who  hatb  a  weak  and  failing  sight, 
ObfMla  ranatas,"  be  answered,  "  we  diaocm  x^ 
Tba  nigbtj  Ooid  impartc4h  itUl  auch  light. 

Vhea  tfa^  are  present,  or  approach— all  vain 

T«.TWIi— B     -QiMganftlwwIpmfPltiM.'— ta«HW.         Bt.  F*fl^    1 
mm  haa  l«ll»«lM  IB  Duie  hu  impnUng  siJia.  M.  L  t.  T)» 

TMiMtn  Mliatt  eenatasdjr  Tmrvnl  iir«'niit  iIm  aOrd  flUbeUinM. 
M.  TW  tank  af  artu  w  MaK*  Apml,  *m  fonKbl  In  1360,  on  ths  ooca- 
^  ar  At  nomatW  Ontlh  •dnDwiDt  to  ■(■■rk  ih«  «il1«d  OhlbcUiDn, 
■to  fei^  Mm  nfcf*  at  fBtnu.  On  Uirir  wtIt*!,  nsl  rwbnl  the  Ohibd- 
Ib*  ft>DB  Om  bUt,  hMdvd  bjr  t^HniUft.  km]  idnnl  ■  nooiplFta  lieUjij. 
>l.   4ib*  Ihr  lanb  lb*  irratnt  alanB  pnniultd  >l  FlorrDOF.     Th<  TicMi 

G«l^  ■««  PartMla  (UKmU  ■  tibibrllloi)  tddrnwd  Uw  nMmiU;.  M*:' 
WJ.  ttanlc  >•  perpluHl  ■!  Pi  '     '" 
(  tnnti,  UvBfb  OinJ«uU  -"-*  "■  ■- 


Oar  reason  proves ;  nor  of  your  mortal  atale. 
Except  trom  others,  can  we  knowledge  g&in. 

Now  therefore  mayst  thou  fully  comprehend, 
When  once  is  closed  futurity's  dani  gat*?. 
All  our  intelligence  will  have  an  end." 

Then  with  compunction  smitten  as  it  were, 
I  said  r  "  Inform  that  fallen  one,  1  pray. 
That  BttU  \m  GuJdo  breathes  the  vital  air. 

And  if  from  answer  I  at  firet  refrained, 

Tell  him,  my  erring  thoughts  were  led  astrn. 
Pondering  on  that  which  thou  haat  now  cxfuained." 

Then  with  more  haste  I  pressed  him  to  relate 
(For  Vila's  sununona  fell  upon  mine  ear) 


"  Here  with  above  a  tjiouaand  s- 

Here  is  the  Becond  Frederick,  and  here 

The  Cardinal  -.  the  others  I  pass  by." 
This  said,  he  vanished.     Is'ot  without  alarm  121 

I  turned  unto  the  ancient  bard  again, 

Musing  on  what  to  mo  portended  harm. 
Onward  he  moved,  and,  as  ho  went,  inquired ; 

"  What  is  it  thia  bewildereth  thv  brain  ?" 

And  I  revealed  the  cauiie,  an  he  desired- 
"  What  thou  hast  heard  of  ei-ils  that  impend,  127 

Store  in  thy  memory,"  the  poet  aaid  ; 

"  And  now     (his  finger  he  upraised)  "  attend ; 
When  thou  sbalt  stand  before  her  heavenly  ray. 

Whose  beauteous  eyes  through  all  eitent  peryade, 

IW.  For  nut  hBviiiK  lold  Cmtlcanli  tbml  ha  son  wn  iliTe,  tad  rriivred 
UtHttpenaa.  113.  i.  <.  The  error  of  auppoBiaf  Ihal  the  qsrlti  we 

aequaiDlcd  with  tbuigit  present  u  veil  u  psR.  119.  TniaiA  II. 

wu  orowTied  in  1230 — eicornmimiciieiJ  by  Gregory  IX. — finaHif  wenwii 
iu  bis  Ion;  conlol  witb  the  Popes,  who  set  lulj  in  a  rebdlion  Ifg— 
•gsizulhim,  and  died  in  1S50.  For  defending  his  inlwritanoe  agiiDVt  tlw 
unwaiTuitabte  attacks  of  SDCCeflBiTie  Popes,  this  prince  has  beoi  nfm- 
•mled  by  Catholic  inilers  as  devoid  of  \iiSae  and  rehgion.  "  I  am  not 
■vara  of  any  period  in  the  reign  of  Frederick  when  be  n*  itot  obliged 
to  aot  in  bis  defence  against  the  ag^resuoDs  of  othen.  If  he  bad  bem  a 
model  of  Tirtuca,  such  men  as  UDnoHus  IU.  Gregory  IX.  and  Innocml  IV. 
(the  Pop™  with  whom  he  had  lucceasicel;  lo  contend,}  would  not  have 
given  him  raspite  wbile  bo  remained  in  possesion  of  Naples  as  weD  as  tba 
empire."— SsJ^OTi.  MidtUt  Agn,  o.  iri.  pan  I.  ISO.  Ottanano 

Ubaldini  — moreof  spoliticiaii  (ban  a  priest,  and  a  diMingnisbed  adhereot 

liaaai.  130.  Beatiiee. 


CJJTTO  z.  48 
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She  than  infonn  thee  of  thy  future  wiy. 
Then  tuniiiiff  to  the  left  mj  guide  proeeedfl:  188 

LeATiiig  the  nmpart  towaras  the  gulf  we  went 

Along  a  path  thi2t  to  a  Talley  leads, 
Which  e*en  to  us  its  noiaome  yapour  sent. 


CANTO   XL 

▲BeUMXHT. 

Ob  Um  xttfCB  of  the  ttftnth  drde  mn  ponialied  the  Heretiot,  the  Yiolnit, 
thm  Frmi^ulast,  and  the  Umrious.  Dante  ezpleine  why  the  oaraal  end 
ether  tumeft  are  not  brought  to  paniehment  in  the  flamin|^  eitj  of 


High  on  a  bank's  eztremest  Terge  we  stood,  1 

Girt  by  huge  stones  that  formed  a  fence  around. 
Whence  greater  agony  beneath  we  viewed. 

And  hen*  to  such  excess  was  prevalent 

The  fume  which  rose  from  the  abyss  profound, 
TliAt  we  withdrew  behind  a  monument, 

W)i<nie  lid  ^ave  shelter,  and  whereon  I  read  7 

IniHTibtNl :     "  Poi)e  Anastasius  I  contain, 
Whiim  from  the  path  direct  Photinua  led.'' 

**  Now  it  behoves  us  slowly  to  descend. 
That  by  degrees  our  Kcnse  we  may  constrain 
To  bc-ar  the  st4»neh,  that  will  no  more  offend." 

Thus  vnake  my  ^ide.     **  Lest  time  be  idly  spent,  13 

Do  thou,"  1  said,  **  some  compensation  find." 
"  On  that,"  he  anHwered,  "are  my  thou|j;hts  intent. 

••  Mv  Son,"  he  addt>d,  **  this  for  truth  receive ; 
"U  ithin  such  rocks  as  these,  three  circles  nvind. 
Of  f^radual  Hhc,  like  those  which  now  wo  leave. 

Filled  mith  accurse<i  spirits  are  they  all ;  19 

But  that  the  sight  of  them  may  hence  suffice, 
Hear  how  and  why  they  lan^iHh  in  such  thrall. 

Of  ever}'  malice*  that  gives  Ood  offence, 
Thi*  aim  is  injury ;  and  all  such  vice 
Works  others  woe  by  fraud  or  violence. 


9.  Fotin  VM  a  priest  of  Themalj,  at  the  end  of  the  AAb  century,  who 
^Id  brrptical  opiniom  as  to  the  Trinitj.  WhateTt r  doubti  exist  as  to  this 
ftnaHasins  it  is  erident  DanU  considered  that  eren  a  I'opo  mif  ht  be 
l-uihy  of  bcfeej. 
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But  M  deceit  is  man's  petuliar  stain, 

Ood  hut^s  it  most ;  henire  those  who  practise  it 
Are  placed  below,  and  racked  by  giv&ttr  pain. 

With  tnose  to  liolpnce  prone  this  space  abounds ; 

.    But  since  its  kinds  are  threefold,  it  is  fit 
The  cirele  be  disposed  ia  triple  rounds. 

Against  our  God — ourselves — our  neighbours — force 
Is  exercised ;  'gaiast  them  and  what  belongs 
To  them  I  mean,  as  shall  be  proved  in  course. 

Bj  force  and  painAit  wounds  amy  death  be  brought 
Upon  our  neighbour,  and  may  grierous  wrongs 
By  fire  and  rapine  on  his  goods  be  nrougfat. 

Hence  homicides,  and  bU  with  violent  hands, 
Spoilers  and  robbers,  each  in  the  first  round 
Tncir  torment  find,  arranged  in  various  bands. 

Against  himself  man  may  be  violent. 

And  his  possessions ;  tor  this  cause  are  found 
Within  the  second  circle,  penitent 

In  Toin,  all  those  who  their  own  life  destroy, 
And  waste  the  substance  for  their  use  supplied ; — 
Grieving,  where  all  was  given  them  to  enjoy. 

Force  towards  the  Godhead  may  be  exercised. 
When  He  is  cursed  and  in  the  heart  denied. 
And  Nature  and  her  goodness  lightly  prized. 

WTicrefore  the  lesser  circle  seta  its  seJ 
On  Sodom  and  on  Cahors,  and  on  each 
Who  for  his  Maker  doth  uo  reverence  feel. 

^sud — whence  to  every  breast  remorse 
Man  nses,  when  he  tries  to  over-reach 
Or  him  who  trustcth,  or  doth  trust  refiise. 

This  latter  mode  appean  to  cut  m  twain 
The  bond  of  socud  love  which  nature  ties; 
Whence  to  the  second  circle  appertain 

Witchcraft,  hypocrisy,  and  flattery, 

Falsehood,  with  secret  theft,  and  simoniet; 
With  panders,  swindlera,  and  such  in&my. 

The  other  mode  breaks  nature's  bond  of  love, 
As  weU  as  that,  which,  added  unto  this. 
The  source  of  special  confidence  doth  prove. 

Hence  in  the  minor  circle  (where  ia  plated 

50.  Cahon,  a  oitj  Duimiim  lor  uauren. 
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Tlie  eenln  of  tbe  world  and  sest  cf  Dit) 

Eidi  tnitor  ii  tar  ever  doomed  to  waste." 
Hkh  I  leplied ;  "Th^  ngument  ii  dear,  67 

And  excellently  auited  to  enlain 

This  gulf  profound,  and  all  in  tormeot  here. 
But  tell  me, — ^thoae  within  the  muddy  mardi-— 

Those  driTen  by  wind — thoee  beaten  down  by  tmxt — 

And  those  who  meeting  use  such  language  harsh— 
Tdl  me, — within  Ihe  city  finmght  wxth&e  78 

If  Ood  is  wroth,  why  not  consumed  are  they  P 

Or  else,  wh)r  are  they  in  sudi  pensnce  dner* 
^  Wherefore  nom  its  aocustomea  seat,"  he  said, 

*«  Wandeii  thy  intellect  ao  fiur  astray  P 

Or  to  what  other  object  hath  it  fledP 
Dost  thou  forget  thine  Ethics,  where  is  giren  79 

A  treatise  on  the  crimes  that  cause  onenoe 

Blorc  than  all  others  to  the  Xing  of  HesTen, — 
Incontinence— and  all  indecency — 

With  malice  foul  ? — and  how  incontinence 

Is  less  offensive  to  the  Deity  ? 
If  thou  considerest  this  sentence  well,  85 

And  duly  callest  to  thy  memoiy 

Those  wEio  without,  in  deep  repentance  dwell, 
Soon  wilt  thou  see  why  from  these  shades  malign 

They  are  removed ;  and  why  a  less  decree 

Of  penance  heavenly  Justice  doth  assign." 
O  Sun,  that  healeet  all  distempered  sight,  91 

8ueh  joy  I  feel  when  clouds  thou  hast  dispersed. 

That  doubt,  no  less  than  knowledge,  giTcs  delight ! 
*-  Turn  th«e,*'  I  said,  "  a  liUlo  back  again 

To  whcTv  the  usurer  dwells  in  place  accurst ; 

And  whv  he  Ood  offendcth,  now  explain." 
**  To  him,*'  he  said,  ^  who  rightly  marks  the  sense,  97 

Philosophy  not  once  alone  hath  told 

How  ck-arly,  from  Divine  Intelligence, 
Nature  the  knowledge  of  her  course  doth  learn ; 

And  thou  wilt  find,  ere  seeking  many  a  fold, 

as.  8m  caiilo  zxihr.  80.  70.  **  TboM  within  Um  auddj  miinli  '* 

Siv  the  wnCbfiiJ,  euto  viiL    *<TboM  driven  hj  wind,"  the  iMcivioas 
«HrtQ  V.    "  TboM  bealai  hj  the  nin,**  tbe  ^nttoiit,  canto  vi.    **  Thoik* 
wh«  nboMMoh  ether— the  nvniMoue  end  prottiynl,*  canto  viL        73.  Tl' 
cHyorUik  79.  AfkMlt,  Ethioi,  vti.  1.  9S.  IriitoOA. 


(If  to  thy  pbysical  diBcourae  tbou  turn,) 

That  as  the  youth  obeys  liis  master's  nod. 
Even  BO  is  N&ture'a  path  by  Art  pursued: 
Thus  Art  is  second  in  descent  from  God- 

Theae  two,  if  Qenesis  thou  call  to  mind. 

Will  show  how  man  with  wisdom  is  imbued, 
And  teach  him  how  to  benefit  hia  kind. 

But  since  the  usurer  takes  another  part, 
Nature  both  in  herself  doth  he  despise. 
And  in  her  follower, — elsewhere  fiit  hia  heart. 

But  now  behovea  us  to  proceed  again. 

For  o'er  the  horizon  bright  the  Pisces  rise : 
High  over  Caurua  resteth  all  the  Wain ; 

And  distant  still  our  downward  journey  lies. 


CANTO    XI I. 

ABoriiEST. 

«Dte  d«cend.  inlo  the  «,■* 
the  Violent  ire  puuiihed 

Dpoo  ChiroD,  [heir  oliief,  1 
ealtj  Dute  oier. 

pth  circle,  purfed  bj  the  SlinQtanr,   when 
Ui  a  nvBT  of  blood.      Cenmo™  of^QM  tlw 
1  it,  bul  OK  ippeued  bj  Tir^,  wbo  pnmib 
o  direct  Nttaua  to  shew  tbeta  th«  Gud,  ud 

Eouon  was  the  stair 

we  came  to ;  and  there  by 

M 

H  Upon  the  brink  such  object  terrible 
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As  every  eve  would  shudder  to  survey. 
Like  to  the  cliff,  which,  or  by  earthquake  riven. 

Or  wanting  prop,  on  this  aide  Trento  fell 

Into  the  Adige,  with  auch  ruin  driven. 
That  from  the  aummit  of  the  mountain,  down 

E'en  to  the  plain,  might  scarce  be  found  a  way 

For  travellers  sttoiding  on  that  rocky  crown ; 
So  rough  and  rugged  was  this  broken  stair : 

And  on  the  precipice's  margin  lay 

The  infiuDT  of  Crete,  extended  there. 
Who  in  the  fictions  heifer  was  conceived ;  18 

106.  i  t.  If  yonooniider  tbalGod,  in  tba  Book  of  Oeaaii,  eqjoins  naa 
to  woA  for  hiidiil;  bread."  IIQ.  This  i*  the  aolutioa  of  Ae  qn«»- 

tion,  line  96.  1 U.  Caunii  is  Uie  Donh-neM  viud :  CharW*  Wain 

— the  conalellaljon  Booiet,  or  (be  Qreal  Bear. 

9.  Dpon  tbe  morpa  nbii^  wuTOuada  the  circle  la;  the  UinolaaT,  or 
"  infuB J  uf  Crete."     See  line  13.  13.  Tbe  wurd  ■■  Sotiaus "  ii  iiMtA 
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And  leeing  us,  he  bit  himself  in  spleen, 

like  one  whose  breast  with  inward  race  is  heaved. 

Him  in  these  words  mj  sapient  c^uide  addressed : 
**  Hie  Duke  of  Athens  here  thou  thinkest,  I  ween, 
Who  erst  on  earth  thy  nolenoe  laid  to  rest : 

Begone  foul  beast — for  he  before  thy  sight  19 

Doth  to  thy  sister  no  instruction  owe, 
But  hither  wends  to  view  thy  wretched  plight." 

Evirn  as  a  bull  springs  up  in  wild  despair 
The  instant  ho  receives  the  mortal  blow,— 
Nor  yet  moves  on,  but  staggers  here  and  there ; 

So  did  the  Minotaur  impetuous  leap.  25 

My  guide  aware,  criea :  "  To  the  pass  retreat ; 
And  while  he  storms,  do  thou  descend  the  steep." 

Thus  we  proceeded  down  the  rocks  that  lay 
In  broken  fragments,  and  beneath  my  feet 
At  Huch  unwonted  burden  oil  gave  way. 

Mutfing  1  went ;  then  said  he  :  **  Haply  thou  81 

Art  pondoring  on  the  steep  and  rugged  road, 
(ruarded  by  that  brute  fury  vanquisncd  now. 

Know,  tliat  whon  hen*tofore  I  made  descent 
Ihtvni  to  dark  Pluto^s  more  profound  abode, 
Thii*  ixK'k  wan  not  from  its  foundation  rent. 

It  fi'lL  if  right  I  judgt%  but  just  before  87 

Hid  coming  dn'a<l,  who  from  the  round  above, 
Dttinoiling  Din,  the  mighty  plimdor  bon» ; 

Thfii  tlirougn  ea^-h  part  the  mfemal  valley  heaved 
With  such  commotion,  1  supi)Orte  with  love 
The  universe  was  seized,  which,  'tis  believed. 

Hath  oftentimes  to  chaos  turned  the  world :  43 

Then  mas  this  aged  rcK*k  with  that  turmoil, 
Both  here  and  el«4»when*,  into  ruins  hurled. 

But  Untk  when*  through  the  vale  beneath  doth  run 
You  stream  of  blood,  in  which  those  spirits  boil 


20.  Djr  the  inctmctums  of  Ariadne,  the  niater  of  the  Minotaur.  The- 
■ru*  wa«  enahlni  to  di^roj  him.  and  escape  from  the  labjrriuth. 
U4.  S*T  Canto  it.  hne  33.  Our  8«viour,  according:  to  Dante,  when  ho 
aroae  fruB  Iladra,  canri«l  with  him  the  aoula  of  the  Patriarc^ui. 
41  It  wan  bclirT(<d  bj  EmpedocIr«  that  the  eIemt*ntB  of  the  world  were 
a&unau,  and  at  certain  periods  wttv  affected  with  love  towards  each 
rtkrr.  whjW  at  other  times  thej  produced  a  chaos.  45.  **  And  tha 

cMtb  did  qoaka  and  tha  rocks  rent."  Matt,  xzvii.  61. 


Who  harm  to  othere  have  by  Tiolence  done." 
O  blind  deBire  I  O  fooliBh  wratb,  that  so 

Dost  spur  U8  onward  in  our  short-lived  race, 

And  then  for  ever  pluogest  us  in  woe ! 
An  ample  trench  before  me  I  descried. 

Curved,  as  though  all  the  plain  it  would  embi'sce,'^^ 

Thus  answering  the  description  of  my  guide. 
Betwixt  the  bank  and  it  (a  narrow  Bpaee) 

Han  Centaurs,  one  by  one,  with  shafts  in  hand, 

As  erst  on  earth  they  issued  to  the  chaae. 
Perceiving  us,  they  all  their  course  restrained, 

"Wbdo  three  advanced,  dividing  from  the  band, 

With  bowa  and  winged  arrows  first  obtained. 
And  one  cried  from  afar :  "  Ye  who  descend — 

What  penance  come  ye  hither  to  receive  P 

Tell  me, — but  atir  not,  or  the  bow  I  bend." 
My  master  said :  "  The  answer  you  desire,  , 

From  whence  we  are,  to  Chiron  will  we  give  : 

Your  mind  was  ever  readv  to  take  fire." 
Then  touching  me  : — "  See  ^feasus  there  below. 

Who  for  tlie  fiiir  Deianira  died, 

And  in  his  death  took  vengeance  on  his  foe. 
He  in  the  centre,  looking  on  his  breast, 

Is  Chiron,  of  Achillea'  youth  the  guide  ; 

The  other  Pholus,  bv  deep  wrath  poBsessed. 
Thousands  by  thousands  round  the  loss  they  Sit, 

And  dart  their  arrows  at  each  soul  they  watch 

Emerging  higher  than  hia  crimes  admit." 
When  to  those  rapid  bcastB  we  nearer  drew, 

Chiron  an  arrow  took,  imd  with  tbe  notch 

His  shaggy  beard  behind  the  cheekbone  threw ; 
And,  opening  his  enormous  mouth  anon, 

"  Are  ye  aware,"  his  comradea  be  addreaaed, 

"  That  he  behind  moves  what  be  treads  upon  ? 
Not  this  tbe  case.  I  ween,  witli  spirit's  feet. ' 

Then  said  my  fnithl'ul  guide  (who  at  hia  breast 

Was  standing  now,  where  both  t\ie  natures  meet) : 

ea.  On  Hereule*  bj  the  envenomod  rot>"  -  ""l-  Chiron  i>  d( 

n«t«lbyEimpid(e«sttn,«l  piuu.  in«n  (IlW.to  ^^i^.M01;  butapUcrf 
by  n»iile  in  h«U  u  beln?  tbe  tutor  of  Acl>iV}«»,  ■•b™.  »nRf  }■«,  *»  •^ 
posed  to  hure  eocourn)^.  "'    ' 

i«  joined  M  tt       ' 
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**  He  lives  indeed,  but  in  such  lonely  pliffht,  85 

I  needs  must  lead  him  through  toe  viQley  blind ; 

Necessity  compels  him — not  delight. 
She  cessed  awhile  her  haUowed  songs  on  high, 

Who  to  my  care  this  new  employ  consigned : 

No  robber  he — no  felon  soul  am  I. 
But  by  that  nrtue,  at  whose  high  command  91 

I  niake  my  journey  o'er  so  rough  a  track — 

Assign,  I  pray  thee,  one  from  out  thy  band 
To  show  the  fora  across  this  bloody  ticfe. 

And  carry  o'er  my  comrade  on  his  back : — 

No  spint  he  upon  the  air  to  ride." 
Then  Cniron  wheeling  round  upon  the  right  97 

Exclaimed  to  Nessus :  ^  Turn  and  lead  them  o*er ; 

And  any  who  molest  them  put  to  flight." 
Led  hr  the  trusty  guide,  we  took  our  way 

Bt-side  that  purple  stream  ;  whence  rent  the  shore 

Their  erifs  who  in  the  boiling  current  lay. 
Hfn»  shades  immersed  up  to  the  eyebrow  stood.  103 

"These,"  said  the  mip:nty  Centaur,  "txTants  were, 

Who  gave  thems«elv<»s  to  plunder  and  to  blood. 
Hen*  they  bewail  the  cruelty  they  wrought ; 

Here  Alexander, — Dionysius  then\ 

Who  on  Sieilia  years  of  sorrow  brought. 
That  fori'head  coveri'd  with  so  black  a  hair  109 

1 9  Ezzt'lino  ;  and  that  other  shade 

Obizzo  d'Este,  with  flaxen  locks  and  fair, 
Whi»m  (truth  to  Hay)  his  cruel  step-son  slew." 

Then  to  the  lurd  I  turned,  and  thus  he  said : 

'•  Let  him  i;o  first  to  guide  us — I  pursue." 
A  little  way  Wvond,  the  Centaiur  stood,  115 

Viewinj;  a  tnbt»,  who,  downward  from  the  throat 

Werv  wholly  sunk  within  the  boiling  flood. 
He  pointed  to  a  lonely  spirit  aside, 

'jO.  t.  r.  iW  in  not  rom^,  like  TIm'Mii*  And  IlMruIet  to  carry  any  onn 
ftvaT  from  hrll   by  violence.  94.  Virfril  allud«^  to  Newu*,  iRho  m 

y0w^  ntiy  appointrd  to  the  office  he  h«d  be«n  accuntomed  to.  **  Ncmii* 
•  'f.!.  m^mbntqtM*  valrni.  fM*ituM|ae  vadonim.**  Ovid.  Mvt.  ix.  lOH. 
!lu.  ftarlino  d«  Romaao,  Tyrant  of  Verona.  II in  rov»*rnmtrit  wn^ 
•hm  BHjit  rniel  «nd  Hnmiinary  ever  hemrd  of.  Src  Villani  vi.  7*J,  iind 
Ha.!«m,   Middle  Ap^.  chap.   iii.    pt.  1.  111.  Ilnvinfr  ««'«i^'nt'<I   *•> 

p(.uubaCDt  a  TwlMit  GhibelliiM  tyroot,  Dante  now  odda  a  Oucipb  of  thv 
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Bxelaiming :  "  He  in  God's  own  bosom  m 

The  heart  atill  worehip'd  over  Thamea's  tide," 
There  saw  I  peopip  who  the  head  displayed. 

And  chett't  above  the  Etrcam ;  and,  as  1  paaKd 

I  called  to  recollection  many  a  shade. 
Then  by  degrees  more  shallow  was  the  Wood, 

80  t^t  it  merely  reached  the  feet  at  last ; 

And  hero  we  went  across  the  eory  flood- 
"  As  yon  may  see,  on  this  aide  of  the  strand 

The  boiling  torrent  shaUower  ever  grows," 

The  Centaur  said, — "  so  on  the  other  hand 
Deeper  and  deeper  sinks  (my  words  beliere) 

The  bubbling  stream,  untd  again  it  flow« 

Where  Tyrants  their  appointed  doom  receive. 
Justice  I^i^^^e  pours  forth  its  vengeance  here 

On  Attila — earth's  scourge ;  on  Pyirhus  too ; 

On  Seitus ;  and  eitnicteth  many  a  tear 
By  that  hot  boiling  rivulet  distilled 

From  Binier  Pazzo  and  Corneto,  who 

The  public  roads  with  devastation  fiUed." 
Then  back  he  turned,  and  crossed  the  ford  anew.  139 

CAXTO   XIII. 

j.&stru£ST. 

DtDte  mten  the  ■ecood  companmr nl  of  the  sercDth  drole ;  vbcrc  thaw 

who  have  commined  auicide  aire  chanifoi  tulo  (tuDlfd  trees,  no  vhkli 

ihs  obscene  Hupie*  nt  Tailing.     He  coaiena  with  I'ielni  dcUa  Vifot. 

Thrfamoui  ChuceUor  of  Frederic  1 1. 
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L"nE  further  bank  had  Nes 
^Vhcn  we  began  o 


Ls  scarcely  gained,  1 

ley  through  a  wood, 

WTiich  not  a  trace  of  any  path  contained. 
Jio  verdant  leaves,  but  of  a  dusky  hue ; 

No  poUshed  boughs,  but  knotted,  coarse,  and  rode; 

So  fruits  were  there,  but  thorns  with  poison  grew: 

line  character. — Obino  wti  Marqua  af  Ferrara,  nid  to  bate  hem  faBi>- 
ited  by  bi4  lOD,  who  it  bcnce   colled  "■  step-wn."  119.  In  the 

nr  1210  Guy  de  UoDtfort,  con  of  :^idoii  de  Monlforf,  Eui  of  LeiceMer, 
m  the  city  of  Tiierbo,  during  nuua  and  the  eleranon  of  tb«  hoU,  (tabbed 
"  nrv.  the  oepliew  of  Henry  III.  H'ng  of  Eng-Umd,  in  reven^  for  th* 
ilh  of  hi*  father.  Villani  aay»  "  that  the  heart  of  Henry  in  ■  gMen 
•  V3£  placed  on  a  pillar  >I  London  bridge,  for  ■  memorial  to  tka 
EiisUah  (^  the  said  oamge."  (Cnn.  vii.  39^ 
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Kor  bj  the  bowte  that  wpara  Die  cubmed  gromidy  7 

Are  ftocka  io  rugged,  or  Buch  tanded  trees 

Betwixt  Cecinft  and  Corneto  found. 
Htsrc  the  foul  UarpieB  bufld  their  neste,  by  whom 

The  Trojans  were  expelled  the  StrophaJeay 

With  mournful  augury  of  ilb  to  come. 
Broad  winge,  a  human  neck  and  fiioe  thejr  bear,  18 

Clawed  feet,  and  feathered  paunch:  witii  ru^ul  sound, 

Perched  in  the  dismal  trees,  the^  ffll  the  air. 
**  &e  further  thou  proceed,"  exckumed  my  gmde, 

*^  Know,  we  have  entered  on  the  secona  roimdy 

And  in  it  still  are  destined  to  abide, 
TUl  we  airiTe  within  the  sandy  plain.  19 

Wherefore  observe  ;^for  things  will  meet  tliina  eye, 

Whence  confirmation  will  my  words  obtain." 
yaw  lamentation  from  each  mae  resounded. 

But  none  who  thus  bewailed  could  I  descry; 

Whereat  I  stayed  my  footsteps,  all  confounded. 
I  do  believe  he  fancied  that  I  thought  25 

Thme  numerous  cries  were  from  the  thicket  sent 

By  some  m'bo  from  our  view  concealment  sought : 
Wherefore  the  master  said :  "  Let  but  a  shoot 

From  any  of  these  trees  by  thee  be  rent, 

It  will  at  once  thy  present  thoughts  confute." 
Then,  stretching  out  my  hand  a  little  space,  31 

I  plucked  a  branehlet  from  a  thorny  tree. 

Whose  trunk  exclaimed,  '*  Why  thus  my  fonn  de&oe  P" 
When  o*er  its  leaveii  the  blood  began  to  roll. 

Again  it  cried :  '*  Why  lay  fierce  hands  on  me  P 

Dwells  not  a  spark  of  pity  in  thy  soul  ? 
Once  were  we  men, — now  stunted  trees  behold :  37 

Thy  hand  to  pity  well  might  have  inclined. 

Did  this  rough  bark  the  souls  of  snakes  enfold." 
Like  to  a  sapling,  lighted  at  one  end. 

Which  at  the  other  hisses  with  the  wind. 

And  drops  of  sap  doth  from  the  outlet  send ; 
So  from  the  broken  twig,  both  words  and  blood  48 

Flowed  forth ; — ^whereat  I  droppi*d  it  on  the  ground ; 

And  like  a  man  o^entlielmiMl  by  terror  stood. 


f .  A  wild  aftnhj  tract  bvtwccn  tbcM  two  rivera  in  tlw  neighbourhood 
•f  UifhorB.  19.  8t0  euito  sir.  13.  21.  L  e.  «*  Uj  acooiuit  of 

pyxdoffM,**  J^  UL  SI.    TlMrMdiiisadoptodis*«daraii.'* 
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"  n&d  Iw  been  able  to  believe  before, 

0  inured  eoul !"  exclaimed  the  eage  profound, 
"  tt'hat  in  my  verwa  he  hath  seen  of  vore. 

He  would  not  thus  thy  Buffering  branch  have  torn ; 
But  ao  incredible  it  seemed,  that  I 
Adriaed  him  to  the  de«d  which  now  I  moiim. 

Now  tell  me  who  thou  art,  and  what  thy  name; 
That  he,  returning  to  the  world  on  high. 
As  some  amends,  ra^  renorate  thy  fiune." 

The  trunk  replied :  "  So  winning  sweet  thy  tongue, 

1  needs  must  speak ; — nor  let  it  auger  ttiee. 
If  I  should  haply  my  discounte  prolong. 

Know — I  am  he,  who  held  the  double  keys 

Of  Fredeiick's  heart,  at  pleasure  tumra  by  me. 

Or  locking  or  unlocking  with  suck  ease. 
That  no  one  else  his  confidence  enjoyed : 

My  ofBce  high  so  well  did  I  sustain. 

E'en  sleep  was  banished,  life  itself  destroyed. 
The  harlot  who  ne'er  turned  her  wanton  eye 

Prom  Cieaar's  dwelling — that  accursed  bane. 

That  vice  which  courts  continually  supply, — 
Inflamed  all  hearts  against  me  ;  and  these  ao  €7 

Inflamed  AuRustus,  by  foul  Envy  taught. 

That  my  glad  honours  were  exchanged  fw  woe.       _^^i 
Indigoant,  and  high  swelUng  with  disgust,  ^^H| 

Escape  in  death  from  obloquy  I  sought ; —  ^^^H 

Though  jiiat  to  others,  to  myself  unjust.  S^^ 

Now  by  these  fresh  and  tender  roots  1  swear,  73 

I  ncTcr  broke  the  Ciith  I  owed  my  lord. 

Who  merited  so  well  the  fame  he  bare. 
And  if  yDu  e'er  regain  the  light  of  heaven. 

Let  honour  to  my  memory  be  restored, 

18.    Fit.  Thcffftcl  before  alluded  UofpluokingbnDcIiH&om  Uir  nve 
into  which  Poljdanu  vu  turoed.     £b.  iii.  97.  AS.   Flelro  deUa 

Vi^e,  Cbasccllor  lo  (he  Emprror  Frt^prick  II.  Born  M  Capua  of  bum- 
ble pimits,  be  be^V"!  '''*  '"y  ^  Bulu^i,  ttudied  Ibere  auooanfolljr, 
attnitt«d  tbe  unlicr  o(  the  Emperor,  oad  niu  proocMrd  to  th»  higbait 
office*.  B;  his  ndvicv,  lava  wen  impravcd,  unlrereitiM  founded,  ud 
poetry  rncuurapHl.  At  laal  he  fell  a  vicnm  lo  the  oaluninj  of  ooBitier*; 
imd  indigoiuii  ai  a  charge  of  treacberj.  destroyed  hinwolf  in  1848. 
64.  Euty.     See  hue  78.  66.  Frederick    II.— w  called,  aa  beir  of 

Ibe  Cvnn — and  hi^ce  called  Augiiatiu,  line  68.  79.  Fr«der^  LL 

Gee  canto  E.  Utf 


Still  ruSning:  from  the  blow  by  rary  giTen." 
Till-  [MK-t  «  ftit^tl  till  his  sp^erh  naa  o'er. 
Aiid  thon  sddrMsed  me :  "  Let  not  time  be  loit. 
But  rprak — and  if  it  pleMe  thee,  ask  him  more." 
WTirrr»t  I  said,  "  Eatreat  him  to  impart 
WLal  ihou  believ'st  will  satisfy  me  most ; 
]  i-ajuiot  fpenk  : — vueh  pity  Sllg  my  heart." 
Hi-  thrn  n'suniml :  "  E'en  to  the  utmoet  may 
Tha  nmn  fuiai  the  objwt  cpf  thy  prayer, 
Inprwoaed  muI  I  as  thou  be  plea»ed  to  aay 

HflW  lo  diMB  knoti  the  Boul  can  be  detained ; 
And  vtwUier  from  such  limbs  as  now  ye  wear 
Halb  hafW  toy  one  detivenmce  f^ned  P" 

Ike  Inmk,  tniu  queationed,  riolpntly  blev ;  ! 

And  tlien  to  speech  like  thi«  the  breathing  changed  : 
*  111*  mrda  I  ^re  in  anawer  shaU  be  few, 

'Wkcs  tlie  fierce  awd  doth  from  the  body  bound, 
Bf  wtU  biAicted  Twtenee  estranged, 
ICnot  ■— igna  it  to  tbia  lerenth  roond. 

TkUn  tiw  wood  it  falla,  and  taketh  root  i 

Wharmr  chance  Hie  hapleaa  aotil  impel. 
And  thera,  like  to  a  ^rsin  of  epelt,  doth  ahoot. 

A  TTtrling  KTown,  ite  bougha  are  nigher  sent, 
TiD,  bcifing  on  it«  leavM.  the  harpii?*  fell 
Oin  to  lb*  annniah  that  they  auwr,  a  vent. 

Like  otlien,  we  ahaU  wvk  our  mortal  day  ;  U 

Bnl  nooe  again  tbrir  bodiea  may  mume ; 
(Man  mnita  not  tba  boon  he  thnm  away) : 

Tor  we  aball  drag  them  to  tiiia  moomful  glade ; 
Hen  to  be  bimg  armmd  will  be  our  doonn^ 
SaA  OD  tbe  thnrn  of  hia  tormented  ahade." 

Stat  vtm  Ute  trunk  we  atood— attention  bound,  1( 

BiKefing  it  might  wish  to  apeak  again, 
men  we  were  atutled  by  a  eudden  aound, — 

VcB  like  lo  one,  wbo.  tt  hia  atatioD  armtd, 
KtMPwe  the  wfld  boar  ia  near,  and  hunter  train. 
By  cneh  of  bough*,  and  aound  of  beaata  alarmed. 

Lo!  atnightway  on  the  li>ft  appeared  in  view  11 

Two,  torn  and  naked,  who  so  ■wiftly  fled, 


That  each  opposing  bough  wsa  broken  through. 
*'  Now  haste  thte,  haaW  thee.  Death !"  the  foremost  cried ; 

The  other,  who  was  eomenhat  lagging,  said  : 

"  0  Lano,  not  so  hasty  was  thy  sbide. 
When  erat  at  Toppo'a  joust  thou  wert  undone."  121 

Into  a  biwh  theu  rushed  he,  aa  forespent, 

So  that  the  buah  and  he  appeared  but  one. 
Behind  them  in  the  wood  was  eecn  a  train 

Of  black  and  nimble  dogs,  on  blood  intent, 

Like  greybounds  starting  from  their  loosened  chain. 
On  him,  who  crouching  in  the  brushwood  lay,  127 

They  fixed  their  teeth  ;  and  having  piecemeal  rent. 

Carried  the  miserable  limbs  away. 
Me  by  the  hand  the  faithful  leader  bore. 

And  guided  to  the  tree,  which  vainly  sent 

Unceasing  tears  from  many  a  bleeding  pore. 
"  O  James  of  St.  Andrea !' '  was  its  cry,  133 

Of  what  avail  t«  make  a  screen  of  me  ? 

In  thy  unhallowed  life  what  part  had  I  ?" 
My  guide  exclaimed,  when  nearer  him  we  st4xid : 

"  Say  who  wast  thou,  who  breatbeat.  as  I  see, 

From  out  bo  many  pores,  words  mixed  with  blood  ?" 
"  0  spirits,  who  are  come,  he  answer  made,  139 

"  Tne  shamefiil  desolation  to  behold 

Wbich  strips  the  leaves  that  late  my  form  arrayed ; 
Collect  them  to  the  foot  of  this  sad  tKe. 

Mine  was  that  city  which  exchanged  of  old 

For  John  the  Baptist  her  first  Patron ; — he 
Will  always  use  his  meana  to  work  her  ill:  145 

And  did  not  Amo'a  ancient  bridge  afford 

An  image  of  him  to  the  passer  still. 
Those  rittiens,  who  reared  ner  walls  again 

118.  LuiD,  a  Sienn£»  gmileman.  wbo  havuig  *quBiider«d  bis  fbrtone, 
rubed  dapeniet;  into  [he  midxi  of  the  eneai},  in  the  battle  ftn^t  u 
Tappo,  near  Amio.  Knowing  lie  should  be  ocertaliea  b;  the  dEfs,  he 
cried  out  for  d»th  to  come  labia  rvacue.  IIO.  Jaeopo  St.  A&drM, 

[set  line  133),  a  Paduan,  irno  twined  hinuelf  by  extTaTaganeF. 
121.  H«  ii  ennped  at  the  greater  iperd  or  l^no.  and  laiinu  him  with 
cuppoaed  coirardiee  iu  Ibe  battle,  uoi  aaore,  it  Beenu,  that  be  had  died 
Tiriuutarily.  146.  Kear  tbe  bridge  over  the  Ama  vaa  aneientl;  a 

■tatue  oT  Man.  Jolin  the  Bspibt  banotc  been  subslituled  Tor  ibia  tlmr 
bra  pralecior.  a  prophecy  icaa  cBrrait  thai  Han  wotJd  aTeopi  bliiiaalf 
ualem  the  ihiiuB  waa  realored. 
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cunro  xui.  55 

On  mIm  left  br  Attik  abhornd, 
neir  mighty  liooort  hid  bestowed  in  Ttiifc*—^ 
Fram  mine  own  loof  I  swung  the  filial  cord.''  151 

CANTO  XIV. 

IlBrti  cBtet  vpOD  cb«  third  dtririoB  of  cb«  wTtntb  did*-Hi  pkiii  of^^ 
isf  taad,  in  whieh  art  ponitlMd  thoM  who  have  ^Mfnfflmfii  violanoe 
Ood.     Adowabowvrof irafefUiiiif inoiitbiB.    Cnaamtia 
'  iMtvaMbdned. 


LoTi  tor  my  native  oountiy  gaining  fixroe^  1 

I  gathered  up  the  ksvea  bdbre  us  rtrown, 

And  gii¥e  them  back  to  him,  who  now  waa  hoaiae. 
Then  came  we  to  a  boundary,  which  parta 

The  third  and  second  drclea,  where  are  shown 

The  racks  of  Justice,  and  h^  dreadful  arts. 
These  norel  things  to  make  more  manifisst,  7 

Know  that  we  reached  a  wide  and  desert  ground. 

That  spurns  each  plant  firom  its  ungenial  breast : 
This  pbm  is  compassed  by  the  mournful  wood. 

And  that  encircled  by  the  foss  profound : 

Here  on  the  very  edge  of  both  we  stood. 
Before  us  lay  a  thick  aud  arid  sand,  13 

Kc'sembliug  in  appearance  that  of  old 

Trodden  by  Cato  and  his  martial  band. 
O  heavenly  Vengeance !  how  shouldest  thou  be  feared 

By  every  one  who  reads  what  I  unfold. 

As  to  mine  eyes  distinctly  it  appeared. 
Of  naked  spirits  many  a  flock  I  saw,  19 

Who  all  most  wretchedly  bewailed  their  firte ; 

And  each  seemed  governed  by  a  different  law. 
Some  lay  supine  upon  the  heated  plain ; 

And  some,  their  limbs  all  drawn  together,  sate ; 

While  others  never  ceased  to  pace  amain. 
M«>re  numerous  far  were  those  who  moved  around,        25 

Fewer,  who  prostrate  met  their  weight  of  iU ; 


149.  yUbni  wm  it  wm  Totik  who  dcttroycd  Flortnoe. 

1.  Duit*  eonpUci  with  the  nqaest  of  bii  eountrjinaii  in  tlM  last  canto, 
lac  141,  who  ta  aid  to  bo  **  boane,"  ao  bmnir  oboked  witb  blood. 
15.  Tba  Libyan  rJmrt,  orer  which  Cato  ooodnetad  the  remainaof  PMopcy't 
armj.    See  Luoaa  is.  JBS. 


^^^B      But  their  lament  bunt  forth  with  louder  sound. 

^^B  O'er  all  the  sandv  deaert  frU  below 

^^H       Lai^  Qakes  oi  firv,  aa  when  on  Alpine  hill, 

^^V        While  sleep  the  windfi,  ar«  falling  cokes  of  enow. 

^H    As  Aleiander  in  the  pouring  lands 

^B         or  Eastern  Ind,  eaw  solid  balls  of  fire 

^B  Descend  in  showers  upon  bis  warrior  bands ; 

^B       And  ordered  straight,  with  provident  commnnd, 

^V  That  each  should  trample  on  the  vapours  dire, 

■  Lest  they  unit*.'  and  spread  o'er  all  the  sand, — 

■  Fell  thus  eternally  the  fiery  rain ; 

■  WTience,  like  to  tinder  under  flint  and  eteel, 

■  The  soil  ignited  to  augment  their  pain. 
I           In  eeaselesB  motion  and  perpetual  play 

F  Their  wretched  hands  on  either  side  they  wheel, 

'  The  still  descending  flames  to  drive  away. 

Then  I :  "  0  Master,  thou  who  ranquishest 
All  foes,  eieept  the  demons  I  descried 
Fierce  at  the  gate  our  entrance  to  contest — 

What  p[iaiit  that — on  whom  the  fire  flakes  fiill 
As  if  he  recked  not ; — scoffing  in  He  pride, 
As  though  no  tempest  could  nis  soul  appal  T" 

Lo,  at  my  words  he  raised  his  voice  on  bign, 
(For  that  of  him  I  spake  he  knew  full  well,) 
"  Such  as  in  life  I  was,  in  death  am  I. 

Though  angfj  Jove  his  hardy  workmen  tire, 
From  whom,  that  fatal  day  whereon  I  fell. 
He  took  the  bolt  that  pierced  me  in  his  ire ; 

Or  though  the  rest  he  at  the  forge  upbraid 
In  Mongibello,  wearied  all  in  tum,^ 
Eidaiming :  *  Haste  thee  ;^-«Jd  !  good  Vulcan,  ud !' 

As  once  he  cried  in  the  Phlegrffan  fij-ht ; — 
And  though  his  fiercest  ghafls  mv  oosom  bum. 
From  sweet  revenge  he  ne'er  shall  reap  delight." 

"With  greater  vehemence  then  sjiake  my  guide 
Than  hitherto  had  e'er  bci'u  heard  by  me  : 
"  0  Capaneus,  in  that  thy  impious  pride 

Thou  dost  not  quench,  more  pangs  doth  Heaven  ai 
For,  save  thy  rage,  no  punishment  could  be 
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Pit  ivtribntton  for  a  wnlh  likt  thine." 
Taming;  to  mr,  n  inildpr  look  hp  gave  ;—  6 

"  L(»  (inr,"  hi-  crird,  "  of  thoae  eeien  kin^,  who  erst 
B('k«guer'd  Tht^bee  ;  and  had,  and  wrau)  to  have, 
Lftlle  rvspect  for  hi*  Almighty  Lord ; 
But,  t»  I  told  him — hi*  own  rag«  accunt 
la  to  his  boaotn  a  dcMrrred  reward. 
X(>w  oiniw  hebind  me,  aiul  beware,"  he  said,  7 

"  Thj  feet  thou  wt  not  on  the  bumiog  eaod. 
But  rUxv  nlong  the  forrat  ever  tread." 
Stlrat  ire  camr  to  where  a  little  rill, 

Ouahing  from  out  the  wood,  runs  throush  the  land. 
So  tvd — its  vsters  make  me  shudder  still : 
Brm  H  Itic  atnwn  from  Bulicame,  divided  7 

AuMmg  the  aiiuier*,  doth  its  course  puisue, — 
So  llirauKh  the  and  «and  this  river  glided. 
Ita  bed  aaaalopiDK  sides  along  the  way 
Wne  prtrifird.  and  both  the  Riari,'inB  too, 
WImcvoh  I  rtraighl  pcfvi-iTed  our  imsaai^  lay. 
**  *llid  aD  the  woiidera  which  tiave  been  desL-ried,  8 

«t  that  gate  we  made  an  entrance  first, 
y  threshold  is  to  none  denied — 
thrne  regions  hast  thou  found 
an  this  strrjuii  ot'curst, 
queuob  the  flamcH  that  bU  around." 
concluded — I  besought  my  guide  9 

d  awaked  dcoini  to  est, 
light  with  food  be  ntiafied. 
ia  RKiided  by  the  aea — 
Xaoml  ifid  waste,"  h»  nid ;  "  its  name  ia  Crete ; 
Vmttr  whoM  kmg  once  flourished  Choatity. 
A  -r—t**^  rim  in  that  ancient  land,  0 

Hmed  Ua,  joj'ftiterBt  with  woods  and  stroams  ;— 
ItaMrted  now — like  some  forbiddim  strand. 
Tfaii  hr  tb»  Ma«t  cradle  of  hi-r  child 

Chow  Blw.  who,  tu  drown  the  iufkut's  screami^ 
Mad*  lU  tb»  iir  reaouud  with  clamours  wdd. 
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TItavbo,  mU  M  ha(«  Urn  Kwrird  lots  lbs 
f>«,  Tlwimt*afl»J).c 
•nru.  mi.  Uhn. 


M 


A  hiiire  old  man  stands  in  the  mount  upright. 

Who  holds  his  back  to  Damietta  turned ; 

Borne,  OS  a  mirror,  ia  before  his  sight. 
His  head  iit  wrought  of  finely- tempered  gold ; 

The  arms  and  breast  of  silver  are  discerned ; 

Down  to  the  hipe,  of  brass  is  formed  the  mould : 
Of  etcel  thcQce  downward  is  he  made  throughout,         109 

Save  the  right  foot,  on  which  his  weight  he  bean  ; 

And  that  ia  wrought  of  clay  ; — all  parts  about 
His  form,  escept  the  gold,  are  sorely  rent ; 

And  from  the  fissure  gush  forth  copious  tears, 

"Which,  here  collected,  through  the  cn»e  fiud  vent. 
These  flowing  downward,  broken  rocks  among,  115 

Form  Acheron,  and  Styi,  and  Phlegethon  ; 

Whence  in  tliis  strait  canal  they  pass  along. 
Till,  at  the  bottom  of  the  infernal  pit. 

They  form  Coeytiia'  lake ;  but  that  anon 

Thou  shall  behold ; — I  need  not  speak  of  it." 
TT'"'  I  addressed ;  "  The  present  stream  accurst —       121 

K  from  our  world  above  it  floweth,  say 

Why  at  this  nether  ridge  appears  it  first." 
He  answered  me :  "  Thou  knoweet  tbe  place  ia  roond ; 

And  though  fidl  long  hath  hither  been  thy  way, 

(Still  on  the  left  descending  the  profound) 
Not  yet  throughout  tbe  circle  bast  thou  been;  127 

Wnerefore  if  novel  thing  to  thee  be  shown. 

No  need  that  wonder  on  thy  looks  be  seen." 
"  Lethe  and  Phlegethon,"  again  I  cried, 

"  Tell  where  they  are ;  since  one  you  name  not,  one 

Is,  as  you  tell  me,  by  this  rain  supplied  ?" 
He  answered  me :  "  Thy  questions  please  me  well  j       133 

But  as  to  one — tho  i^  and  boiling  wave 

Idjght  surely  of  itself  thy  doubts  dispel : 
Lethe  beyond  this  foss  thou  shalt  survey. 

There,  where  the  shades  resort,  their  forms  to  Isve, 

103.  This  id»l  Btatae  of  Time,  or  Satum,  ia  pliKrfd  vilhin  Haaat  Idk, 
in  Crete,  irhrrethe  gotden  sge  ii  feigned  b;  ilie  poeta  to  bare  conuBEnced 
undft  hi*  rai^.  In  back  i«  turned  lovaide  DunietU,  in  Egypt,  a* 
Ibe  wnl  of  Ibe  uiGienl  lupentitiana ;  the  bee  it  directed  to  Rome,  u  the 
Mat  of  the  modn-D.     Si«  DancCt  Jmofff,  cap.  ii.  32.  113.  Tbe 

tiiu>.ara  tbe  vices  aad  imporiltee  of  rnanj  sres,  vhicb  fimpl;  tbaiBbawl 
13!.  See  line  113. 
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Ck»e  in  mj  leut  do  tlioa  direct  thy  het : 
UnMathed  b^  fire  the InhdJu  aread  pennit^ 
For  o?er  them  is  quenched  the  fieiy  heat." 


CANTO  XV. 
▲BeiTHKirr. 


Ut  fciawf  pfCMptor  Bnnwtto  Latini,  to  whom  be  ex- 
bis  gFBtittidB.    BnuMttocbAnetariiMtheFknotiiiaiyaDdlnti- 
10  Dtkto  cbo  erfli  he  wuj  ezptet 

On  road  on  one  of  thoee  firm  margins  lay,  1 

Philected  from  the  fire  by  douda  of  misft^ 
Which,  o*er  the  water  xiaing,  611  in  spray. 

7cn  such  emhankmeota  as  the  Flemings  resr. 
The  flood*!  impetuous  progress  to  resist, 
*Tirixt  Ghent  and  Bruges,  m-here  its  rage  they  tefot ; 

And  such  ss,  to  protect  from  Brenta's  might  7 

Thi*ir  villas,  Padua*8  citizens  de>'ise, 
Ert'  melts  the  snow  on  Chiarentana*8  height ; — 

Embankments  such  as  those  were  here  diBplayed ; 
But  not  so  loft  V,  or  so  vast  in  size, 
Whoe*iT  their  Duilder  wss,  these  piers  were  made. 

So  far  bi'hind  us  had  we  left  the  wood,  13 

That,  had  I  turned  mo  round,  in  vain  had  been 
The  endeavour  to  behold  it  whence  we  stood,^ 

When  on  the  margin  by  the  river's  side 
A  band  of  souls  me  met,  whose  pryinc;  eyne 
Scanned  us,  as  men  are  wont  at  eventide 

Neath  the  young  moon  to  scan  each  passer  by ;  19 

And  towards  us  straight  their  brows  they  snarpened  up, 
Like  an  old  tailor  at  nis  needle's  eye. 

3Iv  featun*e,  thus  so  stedfastly  surveyed, 
^Vre  HH^ofpiized  by  one  of  this  strange  troop, 
Wlio  M-ized  my  skirt,  and,  "  Oh !  how  wondrous  !'*  said. 

Whc'u  forth  he  stretched  his  arm,  my  looks  were  bent 
Hu  eameatljT  uoon  his  scorched  brow,  26 

That  eVn  his  shrivelled  face  could  not  prevent 

3Iy  rei-()lUH*tion  of  him  full  and  clear : 

9.  A  part  of  the  Alpi,  whence  the  Ilrrate  dmvee  iti  tooroe.        84.  Ue 
■eteBkhmeBt  st  iwing  Dente  olive. 


Then  downwurd  t<>  his  face  my  own  I  bow, 
EicUimiiis :  "'  Ser  Uninetto,  art  thou  here  ?" 

He  answered  me :  "  My  »on.  if  thou  approve, 
Brunetto  will  some  Uttle  space  with  t  he« 
Turn  back,  while  onward  bis  compHnions  move." 

"Turn,  I  implore, — and  with  thee,"  I  replied, 
"  I'll  Kt  me  down,  ii'  so  thy  pleAsure  be. 
And  it  offend  not  this  my  liuthiu]  guide." 

"  Who  of  this  fiock  but  for  s  moment  rests, 
Here  lies  a  hundred  year*,  my  eon,"  said  he — 
"  No  fan  to  cool  him  when  the  fire  molests, 

"Wlierefore  proceed — I  at  thy  skirt  will  go, 
And  afterwards  rejoin  my  company, 
"Who,  journeying  on,  bewail  their  endless  woe." 

I  dared  not  venture  down,  that  I  might  tread 
On  the  same  level ;  but  inclined  mine  ear, 
Like  one  who  reverently  bows  his  head. 

"What  fortune,  or  what  destiny,"  he  cried, 
"  Before  the  final  day  hath  bronght  thee  here ; 
And  who  is  this  that  deifjns  thy  path  to  guide  ?" 

I  answered  bim ;  "  In  yon  high  world  serene 
Bewildered  in  a  vale  I  went  astray. 
Ere  yet  matured  my  intellect  had  been : 

Nor  left  til]  yestennom  its  fatal  gloom  j 
But  thither  was  I  tracing  back  my  way. 
When  he  appeared  who  reconducts  me  home," 

"  A  glorious  haven  surely  shall  be  thine. 
So  thou  pursue  thy  star,"  he  answered  ine, 
"  If  right  I  judged  when  that  sweet  life  was  mine 

And  had  not  death  full  early  closed  mine  eyes, — 
Seeing  that  heaven  was  so  benign  to  thee, 
I  woiDd  have  aided  thy  sublime  emprize. 

But  that  ungrateiul  and  malignant  race. 
Who  erst  came  down  from  lofty  Fiesole, 
And  of  their  mountain  flint  BtUl  bear  the  trace, — 

30.  Bronrtto  I^tiiii  «u  Daatc'*  preCFptor,  and  vrole  ■  mtk  t 
Tiairo  :  we  lioe  US.  60,  This  ia  the  nUrj  of  sin,  or  dut  < 

tbe  fiiM  canlo.  D*nU^  errora  Mid  liu  irtcae  bj  Bntrioe  mn 
in   fiug.  iix.    115.  ^-  56,  See  Pu,   uii.   112.  6 

mice.  ori^iU;  founded  bj  the  Raoivu,  reo«v«d  an  loctwioii 
habianu  tna  Fiwole,  one  of  the  iwidTe  Etniriwi  dtiei,  Than 
lunilic*  Air  oommerciiJ  piupvi^i  letiled  in  lim  valle;. 


CASTO  IV. 

{JhaU  far  thy  lerv  nrtnes  piwro  thj  foe  : 
And  meet  it  ii  that  ye  Hbould  duneree ; 
Sinoo  not  with  cnbe  the  pleaeant  fig  maj  grow. 
Ia  oUtt  time  they  wne  Te[>orted  blind ; 
Coretoua,  proud,  sad  enviuuii  aa  they  are ; 
Vnm  thrir  depraritv  cleanse  tbou  thy  mind. 
Banown  m  high  tiatb  Me  in  store  for  thee, 
BKb  nife  uiall  hunger  aiW  thee ; — but  &r 
Fran  Uie  goat's  browaing  let  the  sweet  herb  be. 
Hm  lei  tiMtn  tnad  each  other  under  foot — 
a  of  Fieaole, — nor  dare  to  touch 
t,  if  anj  'mid  their  filth  still  shoot, 
J  the  hallowed  seed  of  Home  rerive, 
e  left,  when  she  woa  rendered  sucb 
iftr  baae  malignitjr  to  thrive." 
tO  meeariaace  Ia  mir  pntjen  been  given," 
j  I  aanrand,  "^ou  had  not  been  dwelling  here, 
fnm  BttwcouTM?  with  human  nature  i&iTeo : 
Tor  ftiS,  deep  flsod  within  my  mtqunrr, 
Una  jrour  paternal  imn^,  good  oiicl  dear, 
Aa  wbeo  Iran  dajr  to  day  rou  cuuiiBelled  me 
IIuw  man  may  boat  immortaliio  his  n&ine : 
Kj  piritnde,  wbile  jot  I  bmthe  the  air, 
*Tm  meet  1  show,  and  wHh  mr  roico  proclaint. 
VthUt  fun  h«Te  told  ms  of  my  ^ys  to  come 
I  tnmun  up,  to  b«  rxplained  by  Her, 
If  e'rr  I  rearh  faer,  who  will  know  my  doom. 
But  upon  ihoKT  my  words  of  truth  rely  ; — 
If  in  my  bt«aat  no  secret  atin;^  I  fe«l, 
Ln  Fortune  do  hiT  wornt— prepared  ani  I : 
Xot  aBH  to  mp  this  prophtH^  of  wnc : 

TIten  at  ber  will  let  Fortune  turn  her  wh«l. 
As  torn*  the  peasant  bis  accustomed  hoe." 
Xow  to  the  rii^ht  my  martrr  bent  with  spw-d. 
And  nn  mine  ear  hi*  warning  aocenta  fell ; 
"  He  lislms  to  piod  pur[w»e  who  bUce*  hi-cd." 
Not  that  1  tvaaed  liiscuuraiUK  as  I  went 


M.  TW  alhatai  is  to  thr  Robwm  in  oonlnM  wlih  Ih*  PlMnlnna.    Xm 
iMtr.  T\.f.t.Th^KmV!lliuA7lni.  ?;.  Whii  Uw  KinoUli* 

£ilM>.  M.  BMlhM.  Sm  owito  1. 1.10,  mlniiiiir  lu  Dwito'a 

n.  AaaDMtailB4tB.  t.  no,"  SiipOTindaaauUjIbnuiwtEnDdj 


With  Ser  Bnmetto,  Kskmg  luiii  to  t«U 
Which  of  hia  comrades  were  moat  eminent. 

"  The  histories  ot'  some  I  mav  relate 

Others,"  he  said,  "  'twere  better  not  to  name; 
Time  would  be  wanting  for  a  thetne  so  great. 

Enow  briefly — aU  were  priests,  and  in  their  time 
Great  Literati,  not  unknown  to  fame, 
On  earth  polluted  with  the  self-same  crime. 

Priscian  proa^ds  with  that  accursed  crew, 
AccorBo  too  .-—him  also  majst  thou  see, 
(K  anxious  such  impurity  to  view,) 

Who  by  the  Servant's  Serrant  was  translated. 
From  Amo  unto  Bacchiglion,  where  be 
Hia  sinews  left,  with  their  employment  sated. 

More  would  I  say,  but  here  must  close  our  ej 
And  now  we  two  must  part,  for  I  perceive 
Fresh  dust  arising  from  the  sandy  oeoch : 

Spirits  approach  with  whom  I  may  not  be; 
My  treasure  I  coraniend,  in  which  I  live — 
No  other  favour  do  I  ask  of  thee." 

Then  back  he  turned,  and  one  of  those  he  seemed 
^V^lo  at  Verona  in  the  race  essay 
To  gain  the  mantle  green  ;  and  might  be 

Not  he  who  loses,  but  who  wins  the  day. 
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CANTO  XVI. 

AJtOUM£>'T. 
Duito  ccmmMi  with  leTeTfl]  disrin^uuhed  FlorpntinA — Guidu^ucilK- 
T^fUaioAldnhruidi— jBHipo  Kiuiicucci.  The;  inquLre  alter  iht  tau 
of  Ftorenoe.  Dani«  taka  off  lili  girdle,  aud  pii»  it  lo  Tii^rfl,  •ha 
tlmn  it  doirn  iaio  liit  bLjib  of  the  eighth  circle,  A  horrible  nuuutct 
pramilj  mppean. 

'Now  came  I  where  I  heard  the  loud  rebound  1 

Of  waters  tumbling  to  the  pit  below ; 
And  like  the  hum  of  bee-hive  was  the  sound. 
When  lo,  forth  i^uing  from  a  numerous  crew, 

Ht."         110.  The  famous  lavjtr.  IIS.  Ttm  Tripr, -rhiif  ilia  Mnmilf 

"  Scmnt  of  MrvsDts.''— Hb  translated  Andrea  de'  tlocai,  Biabop  of  Ffe- 
nniK.  on  aceouDI  of  hia  (csndaloiw  life  lo  Yiceoia,  thTOBg:li  whieli  ran* 
tlw  fiaethig-lioDe.  1 19.  Se«  note,  line  30. 


CJlKTO  ITT. 

Thst  pHwd  bmeatli  the  red  shower's  pungent  flaw, 

Thrtv  «pirita  runxiing  npidly  1  view. 
Ttrwwda  iw  they  c^me,  and  all  at  once  cried  :  "  Stand— 

Hmu.  whom  1  judge  to  be,  from  thine  attire, 

A  native  of  our  uwn  dofmulod  Iimd." 
Ah  owl  what  scan  uputi  their  limbs  I  viewed, 

fi««ent.  and  old.  d«'p  branded  by  the  fire ! 

My  grief  i*  at  the  vi-rj'  thought  renewed. 
lemriaft  thi-ir  ray,  Ihf  leiR'her  tumi-d  to  me, 

Etdaiiuiiig :  "  Let  thy  foot  awhilu  be  stayed  j 

For  to  the*c  souls  is  duo  some  courtesy  ; 

d  did  the  natuR'  of  the  plaee  permit. 

Which  hurht  such  Qi-ry  ilartfi,^!  xbould  have  said 

That  1ta>U>  would  mther  thee  than  them  be6t." 
[^Iben  as  we  paused,  the}  all  their  old  lament 

Began  again  ;  and  wmm  to  uh  they  came. 

All  Ihm:  a  anie  formed,  and  round  they  went, 
&a  cliatDiiialui  strijit,  aiiuiuted  fur  the  fight, 

Their  bohl  and  vaitlofje  scan  with  cnn.TuI  aim, 
ku  they  with  blows  together  try  their  mi^ht ; 
a  whnlins  round,  did  each  to  nie  his  look 

Diract,  00  tbat  tlw  ueck  and  foot  the  while 

A  eottliMjr  dirvvtion  ever  touk. 
"  And  iii"  Mid  one.  "  this  wretched  plai-e  forlorn. 

And  oar  aoorcbed  tarva,  sorrowful  and  vile, 

Bring  oa  atuwlrui  and  on  our  [)royer8  thy  scorn, — 
StiQ )«(  our  fame  iudiDe  thy  soul  to  tell 

W1m>  tixta  mayit  bo.  that  thus  with  living  feet 

Boaorly  glidct>t  o'it  tho  paths  of  hell . 
Be  io  wbooB  track  I  In^oil,  lUimgU  now  he  bn 

AU  Mked  and  deprived  of  sliin,  hod  yet 

)W  btgjkir  rank  tluui  would  be  deemed  bv  theo  — 
KjAt  OtBdogucm,—  grandson  of  the  gimd 

Owddmda,  wha  aicki<-ved  a  gliirioua  liunn 

3y  dneda  of  wiadom  and  of  hordiliood. 
"n^  otluT,  who  iN'hiiid  me  benta  the  sand, 

la  Kgghiaio  Altlobrandi,  whose  grwt  name 
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vdWafuisbrd  nun— 
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Mjr,  iliirliniiwliiil   for  twr  virtu*  suit  biraulj,  dwightar  at  'I 
Bwdi  OoldoirHrtB,  ■  Cuww  OitrtfeiptalB.  41.  A  aobla  I 

rf  grort  ■aitiij  talrn,  of  ttu  Adinurl  Cuailj.— U*  ■hixnd  | 


Should  in  the  vorld  above  eome  praise  o 
And  I,  irho  with  them  am  in  tormeut  placed, 

Was  Btuticucci ;  iiud  in  truth  my  woe 

May  to  my  haughty  wife  be  chiefly  traced." 
Could  I  have  been  ppot«rted  from  the  fire, 

I  should  have  thrown  mvseli* 'midst  them  below ; 

Nor  would  my  guide  have  thwarted  my  desire : 
But  since  I  dared  not  tempt  the  blaating  flame. 

My  wishes  to  embrace  tbem  were  repressed  j 

And  fear  my  friendly  e^p;mess  o'erwune. 
I  then  began :  "  'Tis  not  disdain,  but  grief 

For  your  condition  which  hath  pierced  my  breast ; 

And  from  the  Hicmient  of  mv  firet  belief 
That  persons  such  as  you  were  on  their  way, 

(Such  import  did  mj  master's  worda  imply,) 

I  felt  a  pang,  that  tune  can  scarce  allay. 
Tour  country  gave  me  birth — your  names  renowned 

Are  ever  bviag  in  my  memory ; 

And  still  I  love  to  hear  your  deeds  resound. 
I  leave  the  gall,  and  now  my  journey  wend 

To  seek  the  promised  fruit  with  this  jny  guide ; 

But  to  the  centre  must  I  first  descend." 
"  So  may  the  spirit  animate  thy  frame 

Through  many  a  year  to  come,"  be  then  replied, 

"  And  after  death  shine  forth  thy  glorious  name, 
As  thou  inform  me  whether  to  this  day 

Valour  and  courtesy  our  city  grace. 

As  the^y  were  wont ; — or  are  they  cart  away  ? 
For  Borsieri,  whom  thou  viewest  there, 

Condenmed  but  lately  to  this  dismal  place. 

Gives  ua  much  pain  by  what  he  doth  declare." 
"  Thee,  Florence,  nave  an  upstart  people  new, 

hi>  jodgrncnt  in  ui  endMrour  to  dimude  lbs  Ftonntinw  frem  U 
dition  which  led  la  tba  fstsl  battle  of  Modi'  ApertL     See  euita  E. 
note.     TEg^hiaia  is  pronODDCed  u  a  dimfllaUa.     See  vi.  ;9. 
rlcb  Florvntiue  of  dininctiau,  wbo  baviag  ao  imperioiuvife,  ab 
ber,  and  fbllowRl  vidied  eourses.  4G.  The  poet  here  ipea 

fbewt  hi>  respect  lovarda  (be«e  men  for  their  pstriotiBm.  hoveve 
were  their  livflB  by  gieaivice*.  61.  '•  Bitter  edU,"  snd 

fruit"  ere  Soriptutil  eipreatioiu  to  represent  vie*  and  virtue, 
■lead  of  givio;^  B  directanswer  (o  the  qucnian  of  Bu«Iii'iicri  em 
Florruof ,  he  limki  out  islo  an  spoitrojibe  to  bia  native  oit;, 
oDuld  boar  hii  rebuke. 
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curro  xn.  6S 

And  toddeD  gams,  so  fiOed  with  waste  and  pride. 
That  thine  excess  thou  dost  alreadj  me  !*' 

Thus  cried  I — looking  up ;  and  they  forsooth. 
Who  took  this  sentence  for  an  answer,  eyed 
Each  other,  like  to  men  who  hear  the  truth. 

**  If  at  all  times  an  answer  to  bestow,  79 

With  no  more  cost,"  they  said,  "  to  thee  is  given, 
O  happy  thou,  whose  words  so  freely  flow ! 

Whererore  if  thou  escape  these  realms  of  night. 
And  e*er  return  to  see  the  stars  of  heayen, — 
Then,  when  to  say — '  I  was* — shall  give  delight, 

Tor^  not  to  make  mention  of  us  there."  86 

With  this,  they  broke  the  ring ;  and  as  they  fled. 
Their  nimble  feet  like  pinions  cut  the  air. 

80  ffwift  they  disappeared,  that  an  Amen 

Could  not,  I  ween,  more  quickly  have  been  said* 
The  master  now  pursued  his  way  again. 

I  fiillowed  him  ;  and  short  was  our  career,  91 

Ht'fore  the  sound  of  wat<>r  so  increased, 
Tliat  one  could  scarcely  make  the  other  hear. 

K't'Ti  as  tliat  stream,  whi(*h  drawing  tirst  its  source 
Knim  Monte  V(*»o,  as  it  seeks  the  east, 
On  Apenninen'  left  nido  holds  separate  course — 

CsIUhI  Acquacheta  higher  up,  before  97 

ltd  waves  adown  tlie  humDle  valley  flow, 
(At  Forii  bearing  the  same  name  no  more,) 

Be-bellows  o'er  St.  B<'ni»dict  on  high, 

As  from  steep  crag  it  hi*adlong  udls  below ; 
Where  thousands  might  have  shelter  and  supply ; 

Thii4  from  the  summit  of  a  broken  rock  108 

Kuphed  that  dark  stream  with  such  tremendous  din. 
Our  ears  had  soon  been  deafened  by  the  shock. 

Around  my  maist  I  had  a  girdle  tied. 


9S.  Tfat  aazirtj  of  the  ppihtii  for  the  continuanoe  of  int^rroune  vith 
^«  livifif ,  and  thr  msintenanct*  of  their  fmine  on  earth  penradc*  the  poem, 
ftw  Ti.  S9;  ST.  119;  ixiz.  103.  i^l.  The  water*  of  inUefrethoo. 

94.  He  roBparea  the  fall  of  Phlefrrthon  to  that  of  the  Montone,  a  hver  ia 
>i— afna.  and  the  Srat,  flowin)^  from  the  left  aide  of  the  Apenninea, 
vluek  tak«a  an  independent  etmrwe  to  the  tea ;  all  the  rest  heing*  tributn* 
nm  to  Ibe  IV>.  108.  This  appeam  to  he  an  alliwion  to  tome  frian 

m  a  ooB«ent  there,  who  were  few  in  numher  and  Terj  rich.  100.  Ilanta 
■  halirred  in  earlj  life  to  have  entered  the  order  of  Bt.  Krancia,  and 
the  firdk.  With  thia,  i.  #.  with  human  virtue,  ha  onoe  had  hopad 
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"With  which  indeed  1  once  had  thought  to  irfn 
The  nimble  Pfliither  of  the  spotted  nide : 

This  girdle  from  mj  tralet  did  I  unbind,  1 

Obedient  to  my  courteous  guide's  command,  i 

And  gave  it  to  him  in  a  knot  entwined.  ,  ■ 

Then  to  the  right  he  turned  himseif  armmd,  J 

And  cast  it  over  from  the  lofty  strand  3 

DowD  to  the  bottom  of  the  gulf  profound. 

I  said  within  me  :  "  At  this  signal  new,  1 

Which  thus  my  master  watches  with  bis  eye, 
Some  novelty  most  surely  will  enauc." 

Alas  how  cautious  mortals  ought  to  be 
With  those,  who  not  the  deed  alone  espy. 
But  by  their  skill  the  inmost  thoughts  can  see! 

"  What  I  Bm  waiting  for,  shaU  soon,"  he  said,  1 

"  Bise  from  below,  and  what  thou  dream'st  of  naw  i 
Shall  to  tbv  view  be  presently  displayed."  -J 

That  truth  which  betirs  the  semblance  of  a  li^  n 

To  pass  the  lips  man  never  should  allow: —  i 

Though  crime  be  absent — still  diser^ce  is  nigh. 

But  hero  I  needs  must  speak  ;  and  by  the  rhymes,       L 
Beader  of  this  my  Comedy,  I  swear, 
(So  may  they  Uve  with  &Jne  to  future  times,) 

That  swimming  up  to  me,  a  form  I  saw 

Ascending  through  that  gross  and  murky  air. 
Such  OS  would  fill  the  stoutest  heart  with  awe — 

Like  one  returning,  who  hath  downward  been  1! 

To  loose  an  anchor,  that  fast  grappling  dings 
To  rocks,  or  aught  beneath  the  waves  unseen. 

Who  gathers  in  his  feet  and  upward  springs. 

CANTO    XVIL  S 

AKOUMEST.  ^ 


to  cT«TC«me  the  Punther.      Sr«  canto  i.  39.      He  i 
nf  pacifyinir  her  by  any  mch  means.     Viryil  Ihro' 

Gorjon,  Ihf  nnblem  of  Fraud.  108.  See  csnta 

•na  at  m  Ins  lo  undenland  ViiyirsalgiKt,  and  Iwtnjed  u  nitiety  vlikji 
bn  ehegki  with  an  imrard  rvbuke.  131,  See  bvEianms  of  next 
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tbt  frndalest  wtnnen  mod  iwureri  who  an>  fondly  intent  on  their  armo- 
wial  heuiafrs.  On  hii  return  they  both  dcMeud  into  the  taghth  circle 
«B  the  back  of  Gerjon. 

**  Bkhold  the  beast  with  sharpened  tail  acute,  1 

Who  pierces  mountain,  wait  and  anned  host ; 

Behold  the  beast  who  doth  the  world  pollute  :*' 
Ve  in  these  words  my  faithful  guide  bespake ; 

Then  "beckoned  him  to  land  upon  the  coast, 

And  where  the  causeway  ends,  his  station  take. 
yov  did  Fraud's  base  and  filthy  image  fiul  7 

To  raise  upon  the  bank  his  head  and  breast ; 

But  on  the  shore  he  drew  not  forth  his  taQ. 
The  features  of  an  honest  man  he  wore, 

8o  outwardly  benignant : — all  the  rest 

The  semblance  of  a  wily  seipent  bore : 
Two  branching  arms  he  had  all  rough  with  hair ;  13 

Aud  f  ith(*r  ilank,  his  back,  and  ample  chest, 

£iiih<>KjH>d  with  knots  and  traced  with  circles  were. 
N«»t  rifhtT  hut^,  embroidered  or  inlaid 

Bv  Turk.H  (»r  Tartars,  e*er  adorned  a  vest ; 

>t»r  Huth  tlic  jjorpHDus  web  Anu'hne  made. 
A.*  oft  li;jht  \ easels  htand  upon  the  8hore —  19 

Part  in  th«»  i)*ater,  part  upon  tlie  land ; — 

And  »«,  ^heri'  (iw**ll!<  the  gree<lv  German  boor, 
Tlie  N'a^er  sit-*,  iiit4'iit  to  watch  his  pn»y  ; — 

S>  on  the  ed;^»  of  ntone  that  fenctnl  the  sand, 

rnnu'hini;  -thi«»  exeerable  monster  lay : 
IIi::h  o*er  the  void  hit*  tail  through  every  joint  25 

He  vibrated  ;  quick  eurling  to  and  fro 

The  !M*<»ri»ion  f«»rk  which  anned  the  envenomed  point. 
**  Now/*  Kutl  niv  f*Hi»(»rt,  "  sideways  must  we  bear 

Our  i«t«*p?»  awhile,  and  on  the  margin  go, 

Tmard!*  that  fell  monster  who  is  erouching  there.** 
AVe  tlH'n  de-kfudefi,  lx»aring  to  the  rij;ht,  31 

And  walktni  ten  jwices  onward  o'er  the  strand, 


1.  ThM  li'^«t  Kpptan  frum  line  97  to  be  (tfry(»D.     He  wm  an  uncu'nt 
^r  cf  r^pftin,  e  unmt  crafty  jm  ivon,  aud  is  liiTi*  taken   an  a  Kynittul  uf 
Fraud.  10.  Iliv  )xk*'D«-«»  uf  tlw*  b«*a»t  to  a  man  i«  frum  lianiel,  where 

t^emk^ns  r.{  X\w  Little  Horn  (^'oerally  arknowIc<Ifre<i  to  meun  the  Papal 
pvvrTi  he  fay*.  **  lu  thi*  Hum  wer«  eye*  like  the  eyes  of  a  miin,**  chap* 
tu.  t*.  **  to  Ueu"*^-,**  inya  Bp.  Newtoo,  '*  hia  cunnio^f  aad  fomij^Ut.** 


I 
I 


To  ehvm  the  flames  and  burning  marie  ii 
Beaching  the  beaat — a  little  distance  thence 

I  view  a  party  seated  on  the  Band, 

Near  to  the  margin  of  the  gulph  immense. 
"  That  by  eiperience  thou  mayest  fully  learn. 

All  that  this  ronnd  containeth,"  Virgil  s«d, 

"  Go — and  thvttelt'  their  sad  estate  discern ; 
But  have  a  care  "lest  thou  thy  speech  prolong ; — 

I  will  entreat  the  beast  to  lend  his  aid. 

And  bear  ua  down  upon  his  shoulders  strong." 
Alone  I  thus  proceeded  to  the  place. 

Still  coasting  the  seventh  circle's  boundary, 

"Where  seated  I  beheld  this  woeful  race. 
Grief  gushing  through  their  eyes  a  passage  found ; 

And  each  applied  his  hands  alternately 

Against  the  \apour  and  the  torrid  ground, — 
Lite  dogs — who  Wking  iu  the  summer's  h»t. 

When  gadflies  fierce  and  busy  gnats  assail. 

Now  fiivquent  ply  the  mouth,  and  now  the  feet. 
I  gazed  on  many  of  theso  spirits  grieved, 

On  whom  fell  down  the  snarp  and  fiery  haU ; 

But  none  of  them  I  knew  ; — -yet  I  perceived 
That  from  the  neck  of  each  a  puree  was  swui 

"With  certain  sign  and  certain  colour  deck« 

On  that,  it  seemed,  their  sight  with  fondne«8  hi 
And  when  I  came  among  them— looking  round, 

I  saw  a  Hon's  sembhince  and  aspect, 

Painted  in  azure  on  a  yellow  ground. 
Extending  then  mine  eyes  amid  the  herd,  fi 

Another  purse  I  saw  as  red  as  blood. 

On  which  was  wrought  a  goose  more  white  than  cord. 
And  one,  upon  whose  satchel  white  a  swine 

Of  ample  size  in  azure  colours  stood. 

Exclaimed  :  ''  In  this  abyss  what  part  is  thine  P 
Begone — and  since  of  life  thou  art  not  reft. 

Know  that  my  neighbour  Vitaliano  here 

54.  DsnlcdDH  not  ncogniu  any  aftbein.     Thej are  at)  too  d«cpH-Bhla 
to  be  wortli;  of  iiuliiiidiud  nolice.  59.  The  amu  of  tha  Oiatiif. 

liani,  a  diatm^uiabsd  fuuily  oC  Floitnep.  63.  The  amu  of  tba 

ObbriuhL  Sb.  Tht  utna  of  the  Scrari^i.— Ths  (peaker  n  RinaMo 

SororigiiJ  who  liird  a(  Pudim,  and  «bi|9  that  hii  Dcightnur  Violiuo,  « 
f  mm  aora'  than  bimaelf,  abould  ihoitij  lit  Best  bm. 


hun^j^^H 
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ShiD  ipeedfly  be  Bested  on  mj  left. 

A  Pkdium  amid  Flarentines  am  I ; 

And  often — "  Come  the  mighty  cavalier," 
Thej  thunder  in  mj  ears  with  deafening  ciy, 

**  Who  shall  a  satchel  with  three  goats  disdoae."  73 

Thereat  he  writhed  his  mouth,  and  showed  hia  tongae, 
£*en  like  unto  an  ox  that  licks  his  noae. 

I,  who  now  feared  that  hj  my  lengthened  stay 
He  who  urged  haste  with  anger  might  be  stung, 
Back  fnm  the  weary  spirits  took  my  way. 

High  on  the  haunches  of  the  monster  worm,  79 

Already  seated  high  I  found  my  guide, 
Who  thus  enjoin^  me :  **  Now  to  bold  and  firm, 

8uch  are  the  stairs  by  which  we  must  descend ; 
Mount  thou  in  front,  and  I  behind  will  ride, 
Letft  any  mischief  from  the  tail  impend.'* 

Like  one  who  is  threatened  with  an  ague  fit —  85 

His  nails  quite  blue,  and  he  all  shivering  cold, — 
Yet  without  power  that  gloomy  shade  to  auit ; 

Sufh  I  bt»came ; — but  by  his  threats  restoreo, 
I  felt  that  shame  which  makes  the  servant  bold, 
When  in  the  pn»«4'nce  of  a  gracious  lord. 

Ilii^h  on  his  shoulderH  then  I  took  my  seat,  91 

Aud  would  have  said :  *'  Take  care  and  hold  me  fast ;" 
But  words  came  not,  my  wishes  to  complete. 

Th<*n  ht\  who  ofl  before  had  lent  me  aid 

In  arduous  enterprize,  flung  round  my  waist 
His  friendly  arms — upholding  mc,  and  said : 

•'  Now,  Geryon,  may  you  take  your  downward  way ;       97 
I^Anre  be  your  eirclf«« — slow  be  your  descent ; — 
Think  what  unusual  burden  you  convey." 

Then,  as  a  little  vessel  out  of  port 

Bai'ks  by  (k»>;rces — e\'n  so  tno  monster  went ; 
And  when  he  was  at  liberty  to  sport, 

Hia  tail  he  turned  to  where  his  bn^ast  had  been,  103 

And  movtKi  it,  thus  exteudiKi,  like  an  eel, 
\^liile  with  his  arms  the  air  he  gathered  in. 

Nor  erst,  I  ween,  existed  greatiT  fears 
When  Phaeton's  loose  car  began  to  reel, 

71.  (HoTumi  BujuiuMitf,  a  mom  infamoui  usurer  Of  Florence,  wboe« 
c^miaf  tbf7  uiUdpAtcd  with  irooical  excUmatioot. 


■Wteteby  the  beavenB  took  fire,  as  still 

Nor,  when  the  wretched  learus  in  dismay 
Felt  the  wax  melting  and  the  feathers  fell, 
TT"  fiithcr  crjing,  "  Dangerous  is  thy  way" — 

Than  I  esperiencfd,  high  unborne  in  air- 
Air  all  around ;^ — how  did  Ihe  void  appal! — 
For  nought  eieept  the  dreaded  beast  was  there. 

Onward  by  slow  degrees  he  swain  ;  and  slow — 
Wheeling — descended,  unperceived  by  me. 
Save  that  a  vapour  fanned  me  &om  below. 

Now  on  the  right  I  heard  the  Tortei  dread 
Boaring  beneath ;  whereat  full  eagerly 
I  downward  cast  mine  eye  with  out-stretched  head. 

StiU  more  was  I  diarasyed  to  view  it  neftr ; 
For  flames  were  seen,  and  lamentatianB  heard; 
"Wherefore  I  gathered  up  my  limbs  for  fear ; 

And  by  the  woes  which  burst  upon  my  sight 
From  every  part,  now  plainly  6rst  appeared 
The  circling  motion,  and  our  dowuvrard  fii^L 

E'en  se  a  talcon,  long  upheld  in  air. 
Not  seeing  lure  or  bird  upon  the  wing. 
So  that  the  falconer  utters  in  despair, 

"  Alas,  thou  etoop'st !"  fatigued  descends  &om  high ; 
And  whirling  quickly  round  in  many  a  ring. 
Far  from  his  master  sits — disdaiafiilly ; 

With  like  disdain  did  G^ryon  place  hia  freight 
At  foot  of  the  disparted  rock  below ; 
Then  feeling  disencumbered  of  our  weight, 

Swift  darted  off,  like  arrow  from  a  bow. 
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CANTO    XVIII.  ■ 

iaOUiUNT. 

Docription  of  the  eigbib  circle,  dirided  inlo  leu  go\&.  Thia  caste  tnsn 
only  of  tbe  two  fint,  in  which  lire  punished  Sedacera  Asd  FlUftno. 
Tbe  Gm  «n  JCOurgHl  bjdeniiuu;  lbs  lecond  immersed  ia  £ltb. 

TnEKE  ifl  in  hell  a  place,  stone-built  throughout,  1 

108.  Vnm  the  x>cideDt  of  Phaeum,  ■  fiibulaiu  star;  anae  (hat  the 
bearm*  bad  taken  Gre,  aod  that  what  we  dbU  the  nulkr  wa;  was  Iha 
t^et  of  tbe  ooaiMgnHaa. 
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iron  hue, 
D  tliat  circles  it  about, 

a  of  this  Lmd  of  pain 

JB  a  dnp  gait,  uf  ample  aize  to  riew, 
Wbcae  fbnn  m  proper  place  I  will  eiplnin. 

Th»  (tfeline  boundary  that  remaina  outaide, 
Twiit  tM  mck's  basis  and  the  gulf  profound. 
Ten  tienche*  tu  iU  lowest  depth  dinde. 

Am  m  tbe  fbnn  preaented  to  the  eve 

Bf  fiiftwMK*,  wboee  mawiTe  widls  around 
Son  nomennu  trenches  for  securi'^ ; 

SoehwM  the  aemblance  which  these  dykes  displayed: 
And  btm  the  thrcahold  of  euch  castleti  etroug, 
Aa  brid^  to  the  outer  bonk  are  kid ; 

Bo  froB  thu  rock's  low  basis  uitTK  ext«'uil 
Thiit  croaa  the  roolce  and  v^liea  all  along, 
Far  aa  the  ample  ^f  in  which  they  end. 

HcR  vaa  it.  that,  rrieaaed  irom  Qcrjon's  bock, 
We  finma  oursrlvra;  and  then  tbe  poet  drew 
Os  towards  the  tell,  and  I  puthumI  his  track. 


Vponthi 
fivwn 


a  nodM  of  tonueul,  and  tormentors  new 
Id  tiw  ftnt  chasm,  where'er  mine  cyce  I  turned. 

Naked  the  aianen  wrrc  whom  I  detscried ; 
Bonw  fnm  the  middle  were  wlvanoiii; — some 
Woe  Jouraeyiiig  with  us,  but  with  greater  stride. 

So,  o'fT  the  bridge,  the  concourse  to  conTcy, 
Whicfa  flocks,  the  year  of  Jubilee,  to  Borne, 
Mranrf  are  deiiacd  t^  form  a  double  way, — 

Hist  on  the  one  aide,  all  may  kcwp  in  front 
n*  CMtle^  to  Bt.  Petor'i  aa  they  throng, — 
AD  on  tbe  oUier,  journey  to  the  Mount. 

Boned  fanda  I  saw  with  monatroua  rods  in  haad 
On  «iI1m  aide,  the  hideous  rock  along. 


X  JhUIm  tar  lh«  Mb  of  iudil. 
iaa  IS  Ron*  to  nirahaM 

, . .  .    .     .  »  juBoond  fBp—  tin  Dridy  aC 

Ifc  t»t^o  wMi  gnmttr  mm.  tt  WMdlotded  iair<b>lw  bja  jiwtlUiiB:  w 
^Maeikfa,  aU  b^ kiftaa  lh*ai  tte  UMb  «r  AdriM,  m  thaglbv, 


« 


Wto  9«rarged  Bcverely  that  tU-fated  band. 
Ah,  how  thej  bounded  up,  eiMiriate, 

At  the  first  stripe !  and  this  inspired  such  dread, 

A  second  or  a  toird  none  dare  await. 
As  we  pursued  our  way,  mine  eyesight  fell 

On  one,  whom  seeing,  instantly  I  said : 

"  Surely  I  know  that  comitenance  full  well." 
"Wherefore  I  paused,  to  call  him  to  my  mind  : 

My  graciouB  guide  too,  lingering  on  the  spot. 

Gave  me  permiBsion  to  remain  behind. 
The  sufferiug  wretch,  who  thought  his  face  to  hide, 

Bent  down  his  head ;  but  it  aviuled  tiim  not : 

"  Thou — who  art  lookjng  on  the  ground,"  1  cried, 
"  Unless  thy  features  do  thy  name  belie,  49 

Caccianimico  surely  must  thou  be : 

But  to  such  pungent  sauco  who  bids  thee  hie  P"         ^^J 
"  Reluctantly,    be  said,  "  I  tell  my  crime ;  ^^M 

But  thy  tuear  living  speech  constraineth  me,  ^^H 

Be^ralling  to  my  mind  the  olden  time.  ^H 

Know  I  am  he,  by  whose  persuasion  led,  fiS 

Pair  Ghisola  obeyed  the  Blarquis'  will ; 

This  is  the  truth — whatever  else  be  said. 
We  Bolognese  so  greatly  here  abound, 

That  not  'twiit  Reno  and  Sarena's  riU 

So  many  tongues,  I  deem,  could  now  be  found. 
Who  utter  Sipa  in  their  country's  phrase.  ^ 

K  proof  of  this,  or  witness  thou  require,  -^_ 

Secal  to  mind  our  avarieious  ways."  ^^^ 

_  Him,  as  he  spake,  a  demon  lashed,' and  cried,  ^^M 

"  EufEan,  begone  :  no  women  here  for  hire." —        ^^B 

I  hastened  to  rejoin  my  faithfid  guide;  ^^ 

Nor  had  we  many  paces  onward  sped,  67 

Before  a  ru^ed  bridge  appeared  in  sight. 

Whose  areh  projected  from  that  rockv  bed: 
lightly  o'er  this  our  upward  steps  we  drew, 

bO.  Vtntdica  CaoduiiBuco  wm  a  Balairn«r,  uid  In  h«e  bmi  bribed 
lo  ptvrail  OD  bis  iditar  Ghuola  (liiwi  iS)  to  jirld  la  the  doires  of  OUm> 
d'E*W,  Morquti of  Ferran,  undiir  the  Iwlief  he inl-ndrd  lo  marrj  ber.  See 
canto  lii.  HI.  SD.  Tbe  cii;  of  Bulogmt.  Hliinltil   brtvem  then 

5 ten,  it  diacinruuhed  b;  a  pcculiuit;  uf  di&lcci,  io  usin 
Sip»"  iiialeid  of "  ma."  or  "  Si," 
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And.  mounting  its  hieh  ridgee  on  the  right. 
To  th<w  rtcmil  burners  liado  oditTi. 

Amnngwliere  the  opening  nrrh  Bupplica 
A  pUMge  to  the  tortuml  goultt,  my  e^uide 
EicUinMrd :  "  Now  pause  nwhilv',  uiu  fix  thine  eyes 

Vpon  thp  rert  of  this  ilt-bte<i  rape  ; 

ror  M  tfae^  hare  iourae?ed  hither  by  our  aide, 
Tiou  ao'at  not  clearly  ^ve  disi.'enied  their  &ce." 

Aogn  the  M  bridge  we  then  surveyed  the  band 
Whicb  from  the  other  coaat  was  drawing  near, 
Vaned  onward  in  like  maimer  by  the  brand. 

Tb  me  uaaaked  my  gracious  master  said  : 
**  Bobold  that  mighty  one  approaching  here, 
Who  in  hia  grief  disdains  one  tear  to  shed. 

How  weQ  be  ret  retains  the  roral  air '. 
JaMti  u  thia,  whoae  alull  ami  hardihood 
ne  roUm  Aeoce  bum  ancient  Colchis  bare : 

ThroDgD  LmoBM'  iale  ho  passed  upon  his  way, 
Wittt  tine  tbe  inexorable  females  rude 
Conanted  their  males  to  cruel  death  a  pr^. 

lbs*,  with  Rnoath  words  aod  wioning  flattery^, 
IVtiiilrtI  he  her  who  had  in  former  time 
BepDled  h(T  feUowi — jrotuig  Hrpsipyle. 

Ha  Im  tlw  damael  preniant  aod  forloni : 
Bodi  >i«  the  pangs  wotted  to  hia  crime. 
Hm  too  Ueuc*'i  iniuriea  doth  he  mourn : 

Daeemn  Uke  to  him  like  sufferings  share. 
"nnia  mxA  at  the  fint  valley,  and  nf  those 
Who  to  tins  dungeoQ  peut,  such  tiirturo  hear." 

Vow  eane  we  where  tlte  narrow  causeway  nui 
Athwart  the  second  mole,  and  thence  arose 
Ttaa  it!  strong  shouldn*  t^)  another  span. 

Ib  Ikfl  not  valley  spirit*  met  mine  eyes,  1 

Wlnniiif  and  snorting  loud  amid  their  woe, 
Wlw  aDote  themMtrce  in  lamentable  guise. 

Ac  bnka  wnv  oufltad  o'er  with  scum,  that  rose 
In  doodi  of  (team  from  the  abyM  beluw, 
AmA  grienmsly  assailed  the  eyes  and  nose. 
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So  deep  the  bottom,  that  to  Eiain  a  sight, 

'Twas  needftil  o'er  the  briilge  to  diunber  first. 
Where  the  steep  rock  attaius  its  utmost  height, 

Here  we  arrived  ;  and  heuee  a  tribe  I  ebw. 
Within  the  pit  in  ordure  foul  immersed, 
Which  seemed  from  man  its  origin  to  draw. 

And  while  I  eazed  beneath,  with  Eeal  inercascd, 
One  I  belidd  with  so  bedaubed  a  head, 
I  could  not  tell  the  layman  from  the  priest. 

"  Wherefore  art  thou  bo  greedily  inclined 
To  look  on  me  above  the  rest  f"  he  said: 
"  Because,"  I  cried,  "  if  well  I  call  to  miud. 

Thee  have  1  seen,  when  erst  thy  luur  was  diy,  121 

In  Lucca  bred.  In  term  in  ei  thy  name ; 
Wherefore  I  scan  thee  with  more  searching  eye." 

Then  smiting  on  his  head,  the  wretch  replied  : 

"  'Twas  ITattery  plunged  me  in  this  place  of  sbame, 
ITattery  with  which  I  ne'er  was  satisfied." 

Forthwith  the  master  saith :  "  Now,  prithee,  stretch    127 
A  little  further  in  advance  thy  brow  j 
So  that  thine  eyesight  may  distinctly  reach 

The  head  of  that  rUe  courtesan  unclean. 

Who  tears  herself  with  filthy  nails  ;  and  now 
Is  crouching  down,  now  upright  may  be  seea — 

ThaJB,  the  harlot,  who,  when  Thraso  said, 

'  Will  many  thanks  fiwm  thee  be  now  my  due  ?  ' 
Answered, '  Oh !  wondrous  many.' — Haying  fcd 

Thine  eyes  so  iar,  rest  sated  with  the  yiew." 


CANTO  Xli. 


133 

4 


ABDUMEKT. 

Third  diri^on  of  ihe  ri^th  drcle.    Tbe  Popes,  who  bare  bem  ^nS^  of 
oUQOnjr,  an  fixed  in  circular  bolM,  with  their  brad*  dDva  ; — dwir  k^ 
onlj  appearing: — Che  soles  of  their  feeC  burnt  with  flames.     n>fie  ffi> 
<diolBS  tba  Third ;  BoDiEue  (be  Eighth ;  wul  Clement  Ibe  Kflh. 
0  Sriros  Magna!  0  ye  crew  abhorred,  1 

His  greedy  followers !  who  for  love  of  gold 

133.  Dante  repreaents  the  dialogue  as  taking  place  bclveen  Thaii  and 
her  paramour,  nilhoul  the  interveiiliaii  of  the  tervaot  Gnalbo. 

«  Act*  viii.  18,  IQ,  SO.    Simon  M^iu  ia  mentionnl  in  the  F 
■"  g  down  to  alower  depth  Popo  B    " 
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Defatw  the  tUngB  deroted  to  the  Lord, — 
Those  things  which  should  to  gooihiefls  wedded  be ; 

For  you  must  sound  the  trumpet,  since  je  hold 

A  place  in  this  third  jpit  of  inmmj ! 
^ow  to  the  bridce  adjoming  had  we  come,  7 

And  stood  high  o'er  the  arching  precipice 

Which  spans  the  very  centre  of  tne  tomb. 
TTisdom  supreme !  how  great  thy  skill,  declare 

The  Ueayens — ^the  Emtk — an^  Hell's  profound  abyss ! 

How  just  to  each  thy  dispensations  are ! 
The  sides  and  bottom  of  the  livid  ground  13 

I  saw  were  full  of  holes ;  and  every  one 

Of  like  circumference ; — and  all  were  round. 
Not  greater,  <^  less  ample  seemed  their  siise 

Thsn  those  within  my  beautiful  St.  John, 

8o  fitthioned  there  for  water,  to  baptize ; 
(One  of  the  same  I  broke  a  few  years  since,  19 

To  save  a  drowning  child :  bo  this  a  seal 

That  of  mv  motive  may  the  world  convince.) 
Without  vnvh  hole  a  siimer^s  feet  protruded; 

lliti  U*p9  too  did  the  aperture  reveal 

Far  a0  the  t*alves  ; — the  rest  from  sight  excluded. 
Thi'  f*oles  of  everv  one  in  flames  were  wrapt,  25 

Which  made  tlie  joints  so  forcibly  to  play. 

That  every  kind  of  cord  they  would  have  snapt. 
E*eu  tkA  a  flame  with  rai)id  course  doth  steal 

O'er  the  smooth  tnurfaee  of  its  oily  prey, — 

S«i  glided  here  the  fire  from  toe  to  niH.*!. 
Thf'n  1 :  *'  O  niasttT !  say  what  is  his  name  81 

Who«?  quivering  lei^s  bespeak  int4'nser  pangs, 

And  se*»m  the  victims  of  a  ruddier  flame  ?** 
•*  If  thou  wilt  let  me  bear  thee  down  below," 

He  answered,  **  o*er  von  bank  which  sloping  hangs. 

His  evil  deeds  thou  mm  himself  shalt  know." 
**  That  plcaseth  me,  which  pleaseth  th(«  the  best ;  87 


6.  i.  tf.  **  Your  erimr*  must  be  nuuie  kDOvn.'*  "  Crj  aloud,  tpve  not ;  lift 
«p  cb J  Tuiee  like  •  trumpet.''  ImUJi  Iriii.  12.  This  exclamatioo  points 

Id  the  appoMte  puBifthmcot  of  tbote  who  have  been  aU  their  life  i^Tellini^ 
■  pmnt  of  mooej.  Dante  in  now  lookinir  down  on  the  Mmoniacal  Popes, 
wbose  Wads  are  turned  downwards.  1 7.  The  church  of  St.  John  tho 

UapCMt  as  F1orenee.~Tlir  aooidfl&t  mentioQed  bj  Dants  bad  caiitad  hia  to 
Vt  ^mngtd  with  maOag9k 


I 


Thou  art  my  lord,"  I  said — "  thy  wiH  ia  mine; 

To  thee  are  known  the  eecrets  of  my  breast." 
O'er  the  fourth  pier  we  then  pursued  our  way, 

And  to  the  left  deiscending  still  incline. 

Where  full  of  bolea  the  narrow  bottom  lay. 
Nor  did  the  master  set  me  down  again 

Till  we  had  reached  that  most  afflicted  shade, 

Wliose  quirering  ancles  so  betrayed  his  pain. 
"  O  thou  whose  upper  parts  are  thrust  below, —  | 

Fiit  like  a  stake,  most  wretched  soul,"  I  Mid,  1 

"  Oh  !  if  thou  const,  a  word  on  mo  bestow!" 
Like  to  a  friar  I  stood,  that  doth  confess 

A  murderer,  who,  to  gain  a  moment's  space. 

Calls  back  the  priest  in  his  extreme  distress. 
"  Wbat !  art  thou  come — and  upright  too?"  he  died, 

"Art  thou  arrived — and  upright,  Boniface P 

A  longer  life  the  prophecy  implied. 
Art  sated  with  the  wealth  which  made  thee  dare 

To  carry  off  with  fraud  and  perfidy. 

And  then  make  havoc  of,  the  Lady  Fair?" 
Like  those  who  stand  in  wonder  and  dismay, 

Not  fully  comprehending  a  reply, 

Duped  as  they  think — not  knowing  what  t»  My  ; 
So  lost  was  I  :■ — anon  the  poet  cried : 

"  Inform  him  thou  art  not  the  roan  he  named:" 

I,  as  directed,  instantly  replied. 
"Whereat  the  spirit  writhing  with  his  feet, 

And  sighing,  with  a  mournful  voice  exclaimed : 

"  Then  tell  me  what  thou  wishest,  I  entreat. 
If  to  enquire  what  name  on  earth  I  had, 

*B.  The  pi 
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lo  be  buried  ilira  taf^ 
tarvj.  When  so  fiird,  tfaoM  who  bad  before  nTuwd  ID  Ustvii  lo  the  finar 
oonfeiBaT.  would  recall  him,  in  order  to  gun  >  ahorl  reipitc  from  diBtli. 
53.  Pops  Tiicholu  miMakeBDuiU  for  Pi^  Boni&ce  VIII.  oomiiig  tD  loa- 
etmi  bun.  uid  is  aurpHaed  ml  Kdn;  him  aonie  jnn  aooaei  Ihau  ha  had 
expected,  and  duidiD^  on  hia  Teet.  Liutnd  of  beiD);  pUatad  dovnward*  in 
hia  place.  57.  The  "  Lad;  Fair"  reprcaenlii  the  Cburch,  wliiflh  Pope 

Booifaoe  VIII.  aeiied,  when  in  1394  he  g^il  hinualf  electni  Pope  bj  a  ai- 
moniacal  oootnct  with  King  Charlea  of  France — whence  Hants  makea  St. 
Peter  call  hira  an  "  Usurper  of  hia  place.'  Par.  nvii.  Si.  "  After  be 
waa  raised  to  the  pocCificiile,  Boiiifnee  manifested  the  two  pmaihn^  tiailB 
of  hiichaiacter, pride  without  boundi,  and  paiaion.  which  borderaid  upon 
fiuT  whenever  he  met  with  oppoaition."    Siamondi,  HiH,  da  Repob.  Ital. 


CAVTO  XXX.  77 

Thm  tookest  the  ptiiui  to  Bcramble  down  flie  tftee^, 
Know — ^with  the  wishtj  mantle  wm  I  dad, 

And  truly  was  detoen£d  from  the  Bear : — 
To  ennch  my  whelps  I  laid  mj  achemes  so  deep, 
Mj  wealth  IVe  stow'd  above — mj  person  hoe. 

Beneath  mr  head  now  lie,  enduring  woe,  78 

Those  wno  before  me  practised  sunon j, 
Within  the  stony  iBssue  dragged  below. 

And  I  in  turn  shaU  thither  likewise  fiiU, 
When  he  arrires,  whom  I  took  thee  to  be, 
When  I  addressed  thee  with  such  sudden  calL 

But  longer  time  hare  I  been  thus  immersed,  79 

With  niddj  feet  upturned,  and  head  deprest. 
Than  he  with  glowmg  heels  shall  stand  rerened. 

For  after  him — ^more  impious  and  unjust — 
Shall  oome  a  lawless  shepherd  from  the  west, 
Bv  whom  still  deeper  shall  wc  both  be  thrust. 

He  (like  another  Jason,  who  we  read  85 

In  Maccabees,  the  roval  favour  won) 
Shall  France  induce  [m  wishes  to  concede.'* 

Presumption,  it  nii^ht  haplj  be,  inspired 
The  answer  which  I  made  him  in  this  tone : 
*'  2Say  if  our  blessed  Saviour  ought  required 

Of  money  from  8t.  Peter's  hand,  when  he  91 

The  keys  entrusted  to  him  ? — surely  not : 
He  asked  no  more  than — simply — *  Follow  me.' 

Nor  cold  nor  silver  the  Disciples  took, 
When  on  Matthias  fell  the  destined  lot 


€mp.  24.  TUiAoi,  who  w  inclined  to  farour  him,  Myt :  **  He  had  no  tcruplt-i 
of  cooorirDcc  in  the  ■fcquiution  of  wealth,  to  afTTnuidise  the  Church  iind 
eanrh  hi*  own  rrUtiona."  70.  Nicholas  ill.  waa  created  Pope  in 

lii7*. — Ur  waa  of  the  Ordoi  family,  and  hence  calla  himself  the  **  son  of 
tJM  she-bi«r.*'  He  enriched  his  family,  **  the  little  bears,"  by  open  simony. 
T  7.     See  line  53.  7U.  Nicholas  had  been  thus  planted  nineteen  year*, 

aiaee  be  died  in  1S81,  and  Dante's  supposed  risit  was  made  in  1^00  :  — 
whrrcsM  Bonitsca  would  only  have  to  stand  there  eleven  years,  •'.  s.  from 
his  daath  in  1903,  to  that  of  his  successor  Clement  in  1314.  8;i.  C!i- 

meat  nsniff  from  **  the  west,**  i.  e.  from  Bordeaui,  whence  he  was  tracs« 
laled  by  PhiUp  la  Bel,  on  condition  of  remo^inf^  the  holy  see  to  Avijmoo, 
chat  it  viyrht  be  more  under  French  influence.  S5.  8ee  MmccuImws, 

tad  baok«  iv.  As  Antioebus  p^rantrd  the  desire  of  Jason  at  the  price  htf 
•tfrred,  so  Clement  V.  obtained  the  popedom  by  eoooedinir  to  tlie  terms  of 
Philip.  Ml.  8ae  8i.  Matthew,  iv.  19.  V4.  •'Then  Peter  said  : 

bu«cr  and  fokl  bare  I  none.**     Acts  iii.  6. 
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To  fin  that  plaw  the  guilty  soul  foreoot. 

Wherefore  remain,  for  justly  doomed  thou  art ; 
And  treasure  «p  the  ill-earned  wealth  accurst. 
Which  against  Charles  so  fienrely  fired  thj  beait. 

And  were  it  not,  that  I  am  etUl  controlled 

By  reverence  for  those  mighty  keys,  which  eist 
In  life's  aweet  season  it  was  thine  to  bold. 

Words  more  severe  than  these  should  I  beetow : 
Trampling  the  good,  and  raiaing  up  the  bad — 
Tour  BTariee  o'erwhelma  the  world  in  woe. 

To  you  St.  John  referred,  O  Shepherds  vile. 
When  She,  who  sits  on  many  waters,  had 
Been  seen  with  kings  ber  person  to  defile ; 

(The  same,  who  with  seven  heads  arose  on  earth,  109 

And  bore  ten  horns,  to  prove  that  power  waa  hor'a^  ^^_ 
Long  as  her  husband  had  delight  in  vorth.)  -  ^^^ 

Your  Sods  ye  make  of  silver  and  of  gold ;  ^^H 

And  wherein  differ  fi-om  idolaters,  ^^^^ 

Save  that  their  God  is  one— your's  manifold  ?  "^  ' 

Ah  Conatantine  !  what  evils  caused  to  flow,  115 

Not  thy  conversion,  but  those  fair  domains 
Thou  on  the  first  rich  Father  didrt  bestow !" 

While  I  reproached  him  thus  in  langwige  keen, 
And  n^,  or  conecience  added  to  his  pains. 
Quivering  in  air  his  tortured  feet  were  seen. 

My  guide  was  pleased,  wheu  he  this  censure  bewd,      121  ' 
So  satisfied  a  smile  his  lips  expressed,  ^^U 

As  he  stood  listening  to  my  truthful  word.  ^^Hj 

Wherefore  both  arms  around  my  waist  he  threw,     ^^^| 
And  when  he  hod  upraised  me  to  his  breast,  ^^^| 

He  speedilr  retraced  his  steps  anew. 

Nor  WHS  he  tired  in  holding  me  thus  fast,  127 

Till  on  the  bridge's  top  he  took  his  stand. 
Which  from  the  fourth  to  the  fil^h  pier  is  cast. 

Here  hiid  he  gently  down  his  cherished  load — 
Gently  upon  that  steep  and  rocky  strand, 

99.  Chwlca  t .  of  Sicil;.     Sm  ViUani  riii.  64.  I UG.  >.  ••.  Tht  Pope. 

vho  trjU»  hinuelf  Ibe  hiubAod  of  Ihe  Churcli,  hu  intrigrncd  aod  Bwk 
"ianocB  for  aordid  purposia  witli  thekiopiaf  theuutb.  See  KanlatioDI, 
ii.2.  a,  audcuiiai.  100.  113.     "  CoTeioiunaa  u  idoUn?."     Co- 

■.jii.G.  Iia.  See  "TluSpiritofBuH,"  prefixed.    Thiictaau 

>d  b7  Uflioii. 
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Which  e'en  to  goto  would  seem  A  nigged 
Another  Tilley  then  appeared  at  hand.  183 

CANTO  XX. 

▲BOUHENT. 

Ib  the  fimith  dWinoo  areponiihed  the  Soothaajen,  Aug^nn,  Soroerart,  &c. 
Bmria^  endcAYOvred  to  pry  into  the  future,  their  ftoee  are  now  twisted 
behind^  ao  thnt  they  are  oonetrained  to  walk  haokwarda.  Amphiariiiu, 
Uraiaa,  Anma,  Manto,  Miehael  Scot,  ke. 

Kkw  BoffcringB  mnst  mj  Terse  proceed  to  tell,  1 

In  this  the  twentieth  canto  of  mj  lay, 

Treating  of  those  who  are  immersed  in  helL 
Now  all  intent  upon  the  veim  I  stood. 

That  the  unfolded  depth  I  might  survey. 

With  sorrows  of  severest  woe  hedewed. 
Throughout  that  circling  yalley  met  mine  eye  7 

People  in  toars — and  silent — moving  slow, 

Like  men  on  earth  who  cbaunt  the  litany. 
When  deeper  fell  my  sight  on  those  within, 

Wondnmnly  twisted  each  appeared  below, 

Fn>m  where  the  chef«t  commences,  to  the  chin ; 
So  that  the  face  was  twisted  from  the  reins ;  18 

And  want  of  faculty  to  see  before, 

Bai-kward  to  walk,  these  wretched  souls  constrains. 
Parftly!»i»  nerhapa  may  much  derange, 

And  di!M<x«te  the  human  body  sore, 

But  never  wrought,  I  deem,  such  wondrous  change. 
Bethink  thee,  reader — if  God  move  thy  soul  19 

Tc»  n*ap  inntnictiou  from  this  tale  of  woe — 

How  1  the  t<»ar  of  pity  could  control, 
Wh«'n  m*ar  to  me  our  human  form  I  >iewed 

S>  tunwHl  and  twisted,  that  the  drops  which  flow 

Down  from  the  eyes,  the  hinder  parts  bedewed. 
I  wept  indeed,  as  I  re<*lining  pressed  25 

A  fnu:m«'nt  of  the  rock,  until  my  guide 

?'irlftnn<*<l :  *'  What,  art  them  f<»oli»h,  like  the  rest  ? 
Hen*  pity  lives  when  it  is  wholly  dead : 

Wluit  t^n'ater  ^lilt  tlian  his  who,  filled  with  pride. 


2X.  I.  e.  Pity  for  the  misery  of  the  wiclied  it  an  accusation  aj^nuiist 
Ihnoe  juatict:. 


I 


I 

I 


L 


Againet  Heaven's  will  contends  ? — Lift  up  tiiy  hmS, 

Lift  up  thy  bead :  see  him  for  nhom  the  deep  31 

£Brth  opened,  when  the  Thebana  at  the  sifht 
Cried :  '  ^Vlitthcr,  Aniphiaratu,  doet  tbou  le^  t         ,      I 

Why  quit  the  battle  P'  Tet  he  plunged  amain  ^h^ 

I/en  down  to  Klinos,  -who  in  realms  of  night  ^^^H 

Circles  each  sinner  with  his  iron  chain.  f^^H 

Behold  a  breast  where  once  bis  gbouldere  lay :  vf' 

Because  he  muhed  to  see  too  far  before, 
Tfow  looks  he  btick,  and  backward  mokes  faia  way. 

Behold  Tiresias,  altered  in  his  frame, 

Who  changed  the  limbs  by  nature  giTen  of  yore. 
When  &om  a  male  a  female  he  bec^ne, — 

Compelled  to  strike  the  twisted  serpents  twain  ■13 

Through  many  a  year,  redoubling  blow  on  blow,        

Ere  he  could  take  his  former  plumes  again.  ^^^H 

Aruns  is  this,  to  like  reverse  consigned,  S^^l 

Who  in  the  hills  of  Luni  (where  below,  !^^H 

Living  in  caverns,  delves  Carrara's  hind)  ^^H 

Had  for  his  dwelling  place  a  marble  cave,  40 

"Whence  to  his  sight  a  prospect  was  rereaied 
Of  heaven's  bright  stars,  and  ocean's  azure  ware. 

And  she,  who  with  her  long  dishevelled  hair 
Covers  her  bosom,  from  our  view  concealed, 
(For  all  her  locks  fell  down  in  ringlets  there) 

Was  Manto,  who  through  many  a  country  strayed,        60 
And  aettled  afterward  where  I  was  bom :  ^^m 

Now  let  attention  to  my  words  be  paid.  ^^^H 

After  her  father  left  bia  mortal  clay,  ^^^| 

And  Bacchus'  city  wept  in  chains  forlorn,  ^^^| 

Long  time  o'er  earth  she  sped  her  weary  way. 

In  beauteous  Italy,  a  lake  there  lies,  GT 

Bcnacus  called,  above  the  Tyrol,  where 
High  Alps,  enclosing  Germany,  arise: 

Si.     Amphinnuit  vu  one  of  the  itvea  kin^  who  b«ip;r«l  Tbebs.  uid 

celvbnled  nwlliMjei.     lie  ia  said  to  hsTe  been  awBllavrd  up  b;  llio 

(■nil,  which  opened  onder  his  feet,  vhenhigfricodicried  :  "Qidpiaeep* 

1  r'     Staiiiu.  Thebaii.  viii.  M.  4D.     Another  MlebnCed 

46.     "  Anuu  inFoluit  dnerti  mceDla  LuiUK."     Locui. 

Phan.  i   5B6.  S&.  The  dau):hler  of  Tirraju.     Sbs  quitted  Theba, 

d«h«l«l  t«  Duxbna.  vfam  it  wu  enikfed  bj  Creon.     7^  fca.pt  hw  tf- 

i;,  ihe  waudereil  inlo  Italj',  >ad  Kttlfd  wb«n  Hutu  new  Mwidc. 


^ 
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lliere,  *twiit  Camonica  and  Oarda  flow 

0*er  Apennine  a  thousand  streamlets  fiur, 

Which  to  this  bke  their  primal  fountains  owe. 
Here,  in  the  middle,  if  they  passed  that  way,  67 

The  Futor  of  Verona  and  of  Trent, 

And  He  of  Brescia  mi^ht  his  blessing  say. 
Where  sinks  the  bank  with  easier  slope  below, 

A  wariike  front  P^schiera  doth  present. 

Against  the  Bergamese  and  Brescian  foe. 
There  fiJl  the  waters  with  their  sweUing  tide,  73 

That  from  Benacus*  bosom  running  aer, 

In  limpid  streams  through  verdant  meadows  glide. 
When  from  the  lake  it  first  begins  to  flow, 

*Tis  Mincio  called — Benacus  now  no  more — 

E*en  to  Gh>Temo,  where  it  ioins  the  Po : 
yor  wandereth  far,  before  it  nnds  a  plain,  79 

0*er  which  its  wavc^  in  stagnant  pools  are  spread. 

And  where,  in  summer,  noxious  vapours  reign. 
Pai*^in(;  this  way,  the  virmn  rude  saw  land. 

Full  in  the  middle  of  the  marshy  bed. 

Without  inhabitants — a  barren  strand. 
Here,  to  avoid  all  converse  with  mankind,  85 

She  and  her  followers  resolved  to  dwell ; 

Hfre  livt»d,  and  here  her  body  left  behind. 
To  thifl  lone  spot  from  all  the  country  round 

Did  mt*n  collect,  as  to  a  citadel ; 

S>  utmnu  it  was — enclosed  by  marshy  groimd. 
On  hrr  di*ad  bones  a  famous  city  rose ;  91 

And  Mantua  was  the  name  that  it  received, 

YrMtn  her  whom*  judf;mcnt  first  the  station  chose. 
More  numerous  were  its  citizens  of  old. 

Ere  Ca.*(al(Mii  foolishlv  believed 

The  artful  UAv  that  l^iuunont  had  told. 
And  now  I  warn  thet* — if  thou  ever  hi»ar  97 

My  count r}'*R  source  to  other  causes  traced, 

€7.  The  •pot  b  called  Prmto  di  Fame,  where  the  Uiree  diooetea  mifet ;  and 
tW  hialinpa  iDi«rht  frive  hroedictioD  tn  their  three  ilor-ka.  74.     7\f 

■odtfn  BaoM*  of  the  Mincio  is  La|ro  di  Garda.  95.  Alberto  de'  Caiia- 

lodi«  who  poMraard  Mantua,  was  perauaded  by  Pinanonte  Buonacovi  that 
he  ntif  ht  lopratiate  himMrlf  with  the  people  by  baoi»hin|f  to  their  own 
frtu  th^  ot>nozioui  nobl^a.  Thin  done,  Pinamoiite  drove  out  Caaaludi, 
aadoUaacd  the  torerrignty  for  himself.    8aa  Miiratori,  aano  1269. 


1 

said;  ^^^1 


Allow  not  &kehood  to  abuse  thino  e 

"  Master,  thy  epecch  conviiicetli  me," — I  said ; 
"  So  firmly  on  thy  words  my  faith  is  placed. 
All  others  would  to  me  seem  embers  dead. 

But  those  who  walk  before,^!  pray  thee  tell,  103 

If  any  thou  deem  worthy  of  remark. 
For  upon  them  my  thoughts  entirely  dwell." 

Mt  master  then :  "  Be  with  so  long  a  beard, 
"which  from  his  cheek  spreads  o'er  his  ahoiJdere  dark — 
"When  Greece  was  of  her  males  so  nearly  cleared. 

That  scarce  the  cradles  could  replenished  be, —  109 

Waa  Augur,  and  with  Calthaa  gave  the  time  - 

In  Aulis'  port  to  set  the  anchors  tree ;  ^^M 

Eurypylus  hia  name : — and  thus  rehearaed  ^^| 

la  found  the  story  in  my  lofty  rhyme. 
As  well  thou  know'at,  who  in  the  whole  art  vereed. 

The  other,  round  his  loins  so  thin  and  slight,  115 

"Was  Michael  Scot,  renowned  for  magic  art. 
And  deemed  in  ancient  times  a  woniwius  wight. 

See  Guido, — see  Asdente,  who  laments 
That  e'er  he  was  prevailed  upon  to  part 
"With  thread  and  leather;  but  too  late  repents. 

See  those  who  erst  the  loom  and  spindle  left  IJl, 

To  practise  witchcraft — a  vile  female  rac^ 
In  uae  of  herbs  and  incantations  deft. 

But  let  us  on — for  either  hemisphere 

Gain  and  the  thorns  with  paly  light  embnuv, 
And  dip  beneath  fair  Seville's  waters  flear. 

Last  night  the  moon  her  fullest  orb  displayed ;  12" 

And,  wandering  iu  that  darksome  fon'st  rude. 
Well  niayeat  thou  call  to  mind  her  timely  aid." 

He  apake:  and  wo  our  onward  road  pursued. 

lie,  H[DhBelSi»liruBSi»lcliiDui,DfpVBtleuiiingud*kiIliDUIio- 
Iog7,  aletaanf ,  BUd  natural  phiiosoph  j.  U«  wu  lcwk«l  upon  u  ■  miigii-iiii 
both  m  hu  otta  country  and  abroad.  Boccaccio  calls  him  «  great  ivonK 
tnaoccr,  and  mentiaiu  bit  hactnj;  b«ni  at  Floimce.  "  Tbe  mroxny  of  (Hr 
Micbae!  Scott  iCillAirricH  in  man;  a  lagerid  ;  and  intbrsnilb  of  Scotland 
•o;  vork  or  gntt  labour  and  aoHquil;  is  tacribed  either  to  the  wttieT  of 
Auld  Uichael,  of  Sir  Vim.  W.lloce.  or  of  the  Devil."  Walter  Sam. 
ItMen,  Ia;  of  the  Loat  Miiutrel.  lie  waa  wlroIogEr  to  nvdcrick  II. 
1 18.  Guido  Booati,  u  astrologrr  ofForli :— Asdrnie,  ■  sbDemalterof  P«nia, 
vbo  dearrted  hia  buiiaraj  to  praoiiH  dirinaiian.  135.  Tbe  hhiob  i* 

Tiil)^ycaUcdCaia,arthcmiiniDtluiuoOO.  6e«  Par.ii.  31.  1^  (■ 

lift  dark  wood  of  the  fint  canio. 
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88 
CANTO   XXL 

ABOITMEVT. 

la  the  fifth  psrtition  are  pombhed  Barteren  tnd  Peoukton.  Tbej  an 
phmircd  into  a  lake  of  boQing^  pitch,  and  guarded  by  Demona,  who 
thnwt  then  back  whenever  they  app««r  above.  Theae  Demona  prepare 
to  attack  Virgrilt  who  caluM  th«n  by  his  undaunted  manner,  andpreraila 
vpon  their  l^der  to  giwt  them  an  cocort  on  their  way. 

CoxTZBBiiio,  88  we  went  from  bridge  to  bridge,  1 

Of  things  my  Comedy  cares  not  to  tell, 

We  reached  at  last  the  summit  of  the  rid^, — 
There  paused,  to  view  the  souls  that  idly  wailed 

lu  3lalebolge*s  next  unhappy  cell ; — 

And  wondrous  was  the  darkness  that  prevailed. 
As  in  the  arsenal  of  Venice  boils  7 

Tenacious  pitch  in  winter,  to  repair 

Tlic  bark  diiuibled  by  loiij^  watery  toils ; 
For  pince  to  venture  forth  they  are  afraid. 

One  hen»  a  veni^**!  builds,  another  there 

Calks  that  which  many  voyaf^t^s  hath  made;  — 
C)n«»  strikes  the  pn>w—  i»ne  hannnem  at  the  poop,  13 

One  mends  a  main — and  one  a  mizen  sail, 

One  shapes  an  oar-  another  twists  a  rope ; — 
S».  not  bv  tin*  bt*ni'ath,  but  art  divine, 

B<uled  up  thick  pit4-h  throughout  the  gloomy  vale, 

Whone  viscous  spattcrinp^  all  the  margin  line. 
Nought  on  the  8urt:uv  of  the  boiling  tide  19 

I  saw.  save  bubble?*  risH*,  and  now  and  then 

Th»*  whole  swell  up     then  wttle  and  subside 
fVhilf  I  wof*  liNtkiui;  down  with  stedfost  gaxe, 

Ba4-k  on  the  iiistunt  w:u4  I  fon'cd  a<;ain, 

*•  Ij<K>k,  l(N>k  I'*  my  guide  ex<'lainiing. — In  amaze, 
I  tuni€*d  an>und,  like  one  who  longs  to  see  25 

That  which,  beheld,  eomjx'N  him  to  draw  back — 

By  panic  fear  unnened  j*o  suddenlv, 
That  e'en  to  l<K)k,  he  muy  not  check  his  flight : 

And  in  our  rear  I  saw  a  Demon  black 

Swiftly  advancing  o*er  the  rocky  height. 
Alas,  h<*w  tienv  and  savage  was  his  fa4*e  !  31 

How  frightful  too  the  gestures  he  dispbiyinl ! 

Stretched  were  his  wings,  and  rapid  was  his  pace. 


I  VSTESTXO. 

Hia  shoulder,  proudly  risinR  and  acute. 
Was  laden  with  a  miserable  shade ; 
And  hard  he  grasped  the  sinew  of  hia  foot. 

"  Te  Malebranfhe  of  our  bridge,"  quoth  he, 
"  Lo  one  of  Santa  Zita'a  Elders !  haul 
The  wretch  beneath ;  while  I  full  speedily 


I 


And  '  So '  is  quii'kty  turned  to  '  Tea '  for  gold." 

TTia  load  east  down — so  swiftly  he  turned  bade 
O'er  the  hard  rock,  that  never  mastiff  fleet 
Sprang  with  sueh  haste  a  fljTUg  thief  to  track. 

The  sinner  sank,  then  rose  with  upward  faoc. 
Whilst  from  beneath  the  bridge  the  fienda  repeat 
"  Here  hath  the  Holy  Countenance  no  place  ; 

Here  swim  von  not  as  eret  in  Serehio's  tiae; 
And  if  you  relish  not  our  hooks — take  core 
That  in  the  boiling  pitch  your  back  you  hide," 

Then  with  a  hundred  prongs  the  wretcn  they  maul. 
And  cry ;  "  To  dance  in  secret  now  prepare. 
And  pilfer,  if  you  tan,  unseen  hj  all." 

So  to  the  centre  of  the  pot  do  cooks 

Their  scullions  teach  to  thrust  the  floating  atew. 
And  keep  it  under  with  their  iron  hooks. 

To  me  the  master :  "  Lest  it  should  be  seen 
That  thou  art  here,  conceal  Ihyself  from  view  ; 
Some  rock  will  haplv  serve  thee  for  a  screen; 

And  let  no  insidt  till  tnee  with  dismay 
That  may  be  offered  me— prepared  I  go — 
Aforetime  have  I  been  in  like  affray." 

Beyond  the  bridge's  head  he  then  proceeded; 

And  when  he  reached  the  sixth  embankment — In ! 
A  ftita  and  dauntltnts  countenance  he  needed : 

For  with  such  anger  and  tempestuous  roar. 
As  doge  rush  forth  on  one  of  »(]uaUd  looks. 
Who  D^e  a  pittance  at  some  rieh  man's  door; 


87.  i 


OAinro  zxz. 

Bo  iFoiii  DWi6ith  uM  Dndgo— ^nngod  tiidi  hot-* 
Rushed  on  my  guide  tbs  demonB  with  their  hooks  ; 
But  he  exckimea :  "•  I  diarge  you,  touch  me  not : 

Before  je  cart  jour  hooks  my  flesh  to  tear,  78 

Come  some  one  forth  to  hear  what  I  shall  say, 
And  then  consider  if  to  strike  ye  dare.*' 

"  Ck>,  Malaooda  go" — ezdaimed  tiiej  all ; 

MThereat  <me  mored,  (meanwhile  the  rest  did  star,) 
And  coming  to  him  said ;  ^  What  means  your  call  f  **- 

**  Belierest  thou,  Mabooda,  I  had  made  79 

My  WMT  so  fitt*/*  to  him  my  master  said, 
**  Safe  mm  the  helUsh  wrath  ye  have  displayed. 

Unless  the  Will  Dirine  had  sanction  given? 
That  this  n^  comrade  should  by  me  he  led 
Through  this  dark  resion  is  oraained  in  hesfen.** 

Hien  in  a  moment  fell  ms  crest  of  pride, —  85 

Down  dropt  the  groppline  iron  at  his  feet ; 
And  to  the  others :  ^  Stiue  him  not,'*  he  cried. 

To  me  my  lord :  "  Thou  who  art  crouching  there. 
Beneath  the  broken  bridge,— ouit  thy  retreat, 
For  nafely  now  to  me  mayest  thou  repair." 

Him  then  with  speed  I  strore  to  OTcrtake ;  01 

When  cmme  the  fiends  with  such  precipitation, 
I  tmnbled  lest  their  compact  they  should  break. 

So  once  I  saw  the  infantry  alarmed. 
Who  left  Caprona  on  capitulation. 
Seeing  so  many  foes  around  them  armed* 

Clfise  to  my  ^ck  attaching  me,  I  stood  VI 

Bfueh  temfied — nor  from  their  hce%  black 
Tum<»d  I  mine  eyes, — ^they  boded  nothiiu;  good. 

Lowering  their  hooks,  one  to  the  other  eiiia, 
^  What  think  you  if  I  touch  him  on  the  back  P' 
^  Be  sure  you  nit  him,**  was  the  answer  made. 

But  that  chief  fiend  who  had  addressed  my  guide,        108 
All  in  an  instant  turned  himself  around : — 
And  Mud;  **  Scarmiglion,  be  thou  pacified  ;** 

Then  spake  to  us :  **  Ye  trayellers — ne  it  known 

7S.  i.  #.  FWod  of  tb«  eril  Uul.  95.  The  CMd«  of  CaproiM,  !)•• 

Vmtxtkf  to  the  Pimiw,  rarrrMUrpd  to  the  (}uelf  force*  of  FloreiiM  And 
Ijicta,  in  12S0,  on  eondicioa  thnt  the  fnuriiioo  should  march  out  in 
tafrtj.     DbuU  b  belicTed  to  hsTe  MrTed  at  the  aicst. 


No  further  road  may  o'er  this  bridge  be  found ; 

The  sixth  arch  hence  ia  wholly  overthrown. 
But  if  it  please  you  onward  to  proceed,  109 

Along  this  rock  securely  may  ve  hie ; 

Another  bridge  that's  near  will  serve  your  need.  aj 

Juat  five  hours  kter  yesterday  than  this,  ^M 

Twelve  hundred  three  score  years  and  sir  gone  by,       ^T 

The  road  was  broken  which  leads  down  the  abyss  ; 
And  thither  will  I  send  soine  scouts  of  mine  115 

To  watch  if  any  show  themselves  above ; 

Depart  with  them — they  will  not  prove  malign. 
Come,  Alichino—come !"  exclaimed  he  then, 

"  Cagnaizo,  Calcabrino,  quickly  move ; 

And  BBrbarricf  ia,  thou  conduct  the  ten. 
Come  Libicocco,  Dragbignazzo  fell,  121 

Ciriatta  with  thy  tusks,  and  Graffiacan,  ' 

Thou  fiirioua  Bubicant,  and  Farfaiell,  S 

Make  good  your  search  around  the  boiling  pitch,  H 

And  lead  these  salely  to  that  bridge,  whose  spui 

Unbroken  runs  o'er  all  the  adjoining  ditch." 
"  Master,"  I  said,  "  0  what  ia  thJB  I  see  ?  127 

Our  way  without  an  escort  let  ua  find ; 

Xhou  knowest  it  well — I  ask  no  guide  but  thee ; 
I^  aa  is  wont,  thou  art  quick-sighted  now. 

Canst  thou  not  see  how  fierce  their  teeth  they  grin^ 

And  Bcowl  upon  ua  with  a  threatening  brow  c" 
And  ho  to  me :  "  I  charge  thee  not  to  fear ; 

E'en  let  them  grind  their  savage  teeth  accurEt, — 

They  do  it  at  the  scalded  sufferers  here." 
O'er  ttie  left  bank  their  steps  they  then  incline. 

But  to  their  Captain  every  demon  first. 

With  tongue  between  his  teeth  had  made  a  ragn,- 
When  from  behind,  the  sound  of  trumpet  burst. 


I 


111.    Tliia  taltebood  is    an  inslance   of  Milicods' 
euito  »iiii.  133.  lia.  To  ISCG  uld  34  (the  age  of  our 

■t  the  tinu  of  his  dmth)  and  it  frivei  1300,  the  date  of  Duite'a 
He  suppoMS  the  coaTulsion  st  our  Saviour'a  d(«tb  wis  felt  erei 
depths  of  helL  139.  The;  bdieve  Ibkt  Fii^  sad  Dsute 

in ; — hence  thii  li^ 
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CANTO   XIII. 
▲xomnnrT. 


TW  FMtiproetcd,  Moompanifed  bj  the  Denooi,  who  with  their  books 
bttol  vp  CJMnpolo,  one  of  the  beiteren.  Hie  clerer  defioe  to  eeoi^. 
Beltle  im  ceaeeqiiefioe  between  two  of  the  Demone. 

Orr  loiuidroiis  hare  I  seen  their  station  chazige,  1 

Bluu  to  the  charge,  then  suddenly  retreat. 

Or  flwift  advancing  o'er  the  coun^  range: 
Thv  plains,  Areuo,  often  have  I  seen 

lustily  swept  by  light-armed  horsemen  fleet ; 

At  tilts  and  tournaments  have  often  been ; — 
(Som  bells,  now  trumpets  sending  forth  alarms,  7 

With  drums  and  signals  loud  from  castle  tower, 

Native  or  foreign,  summoning  to  arms ;) 
But  nc*er  to  such  strange  instrument  of  war 

Beheld  I  horse  or  foot  the  country  scour, 

Or  vessel  tack  by  sign  from  land  or  star. 
With  the  ten  demons  now  our  way  we  sped ;  18 

Ah !  fell  companions !  but,  "  AV'ith  saints  at  church, 

With  ^luttums  at  the  tavern,"  it  is  said. 
Still  on  the  pitch  1  gazed,  that  I  might  know 

The  »ecn*t8  of  the  gulf  by  closer  search. 

And  mark  the  soids  amid  the  lire  below. 
As  dolphins  heave  their  backs  above  the  wave,  19 

Prv»ini<^ticating  angry  tempests  black — 

Signal  to  mariuem  their  ship  to  save ; 
S<>,  to  alleviate  the  excessive  pain, 

Fn[>m  time  to  time  some  sinner  raised  his  back, 

But  swift  as  lightning  drew  it  in  again. 
As,  in  a  ditch  frogs  at  the  water's  side  25 

Sit  squatting, — with  their  noses  raised  on  high. 

The  while  their  feet  and  all  their  bulk  they  hide; 
Thus  upon  either  hand  the  sinners  stood: 

1.  Dsnt«  mrcmttiadij  continoes  hie  deecriptkm  of  the  Demoni^  mArch. 
4.  Vmnte  wm  preeent  in  the  memormble  bettl«  of  Cempeldino,  fought 
bftwfw  chr  FlomtinM  end  the  Aretinee  in  1289,  where  the  letter  were 
•OTuiJ V  lUfi-atrd.  Dente  wee  there,  he  Mjt,  ^  no  child  in  arrae,  and  had 
m-ich  drtad,  and  m  the  end  ^reat  joy.  through  the  rahoua  ehancce  of  the 
batik."    Hie  letter,  Aretifio.  Vita  di  Dante. 


But  Barbarricrift  now  ^proaching  nigli. 
Quick  they  withdrew  beneath  the  boiting  flood. 

X  «Mr — aiMl  still  my  heart  is  thrillE'd  with  fear —  i 

One  sinner  linger, — bb  beade  a  ditch 
One  fir^  remama,  the  otheiB  disappear ; —  , 

And  Grnffi^an,  wbo  nearest  chane^  to  be,  4 

With  grapple  seized  bis  bair  all  stiff  with  pitch ;        * 
Thus  pendant,  like  an  otter  eke  vaa  he. 

I  now  could  tell  by  name  the  demons  all,  I 

For  I  had  maiked  them  chosen  from  the  pack. 
And  listened  to  them  at  their  muster  caU. 

"  0  Bubicant,  look  well,  and  see  j'ou  place 
Your  hooks  aiight,  tbat  they  may  tear  his  back," 
Cried  all  at  once  the  inexorable  race. 

"  Master,"  I  said,  "  persuade  them  to  disclose,  i 

If  so  thou  canst,  who  is  that  ill-starred  shade 
Thus  fidlen  within  the  clutches  of  hi»  foes,"  "^ 

Thereat  my  leader,  drawine  to  hia  side. 
Inquiry  of  bis  birth  and  country  mode. 
■■  My  birthplace  was  Navarre,"  he  straight  replied : 

"  Mt  mother  placed  me  servant  to  a  lord ;  i 

(For  ahe  had  borne  me  to  a  reckless  man, 
VTho  spent  his  goods,  then  dosed  his  iile  abhorred.) 

A  servant  I  became  in  ai^er  time 
To  good  king  Thibault,  and  I  there  began 
The  tricks  I  pav  for  in  this  scalding  slmie." 

Ciriatto,  whose  fell  mouth,  e'en  like  a  boar, 
A  savage  tuak  on  either  side  displayed. 
Soon  let  him  feel  bow  cleverly  tney  tore. 

To  wicked  cats  the  mouse  had  fidlen  a  prey ; — 
But  Barbariccia  caught  him  up,  and  said, 
"  Whilst  I  tranafix  him,  stand  je  all  away." 

Then  to  my  master  turning,  he  exclaimed : 

"More  wouldest  thou  know?  Then  be  thy  wish  re 
Ere  by  some  other  demon  he  be  maimed." 

"Tell  me  if  any  one,"  inquired  my  guide, 
"la  from  It^a'a  land,  of  those  concealed 
Boieath  the  pitch  ?"  "  But  lately,"  he  replied, 
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"  I  quitted  <me  who  lived  that  oountij  near:  67 

Could  I  igoin  him  in  yon  Bhehering  flood, 
Nor  tenter-hook  nor  talon  should  I  fear." 

Quoth  libicooco :  ^  Not  io  much  dday :" 
An  arm  then  seizing  in  his  pincers  rude, 
Ue  mauled  it,  tiQ  he  rent  a  part  away. 

And  Draghinutfzo,  he  too  with  a  hook  78 

Had  clutched  his  feet ;  but  lo,  their  chief  fSorbade, 
Turning  around  with  angry  threatening  look. 

When  thcnr  were  pacified — ^their  clamour  spent— 
My  guide  without  delay  inquiry  made 
Ot  Um  who  on  his  wound  stiU  gazed  intent : 

^  Who  was  that  other  spirit,  firom  whose  side  79 

Hither  thou  lately  earnest  in  evil  hour  f '* 
**  It  was  the  Friar  Oomita,"  he  replied,— 

**  He  of  Gallura,  ressel  of  all  fraud, 
Who,  when  his  master^s  foes  were  in  his  power, 
So  treated  them,  that  all  his  name  applaud : 

A  bribe  he  took,  and  sot  his  prisoners  £nee ;  85 

In  each  employ  where  he  could  use  deceit 
The  Tery  prince  of  barterers  was  he. 

With  him  too  Michat^l  Zanch^  doth  reside; 
For  them  Sardinia  is  a  subject  sweet, 
With  which  their  tongues  are  ncTcr  mtisfied. 

Ah  me ! — lo,  how  that  other  fiend  doth  grin  1  91 

More  would  1  say  ;  but  fear  my  tongue  hath  bound, 
Ix-M  he  prepare  to  lacerate  my  skin.'* 

To  Farfinrello  turned  their  savage  lord, 

Who  rolled,  in  act  to  strike,  nis  eves  around. 
And  lisid :  *'  (}o,  get  thee  gone,  ilf  bird  abhorred.*' 

"  TuscanH  or  Lombards  wouldest  thou  wish  to  see,*'       97 
KctfunuHl  the  quaking  sufierer,  "  let  me  hear ; 
And  I  will  bid  them  quicklv  come  to  thee: 

But  let  the  d(*ni()iis  for  a  whife  retreat, 

That  so  mv  comrades  may  be  free  from  fear ; 


75.  HvUrricria,  Mptain  of  Ten.  8f«  line  94.  81.  The  friar  Go- 

mitn  beioff  rntnwtc^  with  tlie  goremment  of  Gallurm,  one  of  the  four 
juhiidictiou*  into  which  Sardinia  wm  divided,  rrcdved  a  bribe  from  bis 
maMrr't  mrmim,  and  let  th^m  eiicapc*.  88.  Governor  of  Lofro- 

dnro,  anothrr  of  the  lour  Sardinian  jurindictioofl.  SMS.  Barbarieoia, 

fring  Farfiirrllo  preparinf  to  strike  Dante,  makes  this  siolamafion, 
adapted  to  tilt  winp  be  wort,  and  the  form  of  his  ejus. 


And  I,  rranuning  in  this  rerr  eeat. 
One  that  1  am,  will  draw  forth  ueven  metead, 
AVbcu  I  eitaii  wliistle,  oe  our  custom  ia. 
To  show  our  comrades  ther  tnay  raise  the  head." 

Turned  up  his  snout  Ci^azzo,  and  eicl&imed. 
Shaking  his  head :  ''  A  cunning  scheme  is  this, 
"Which,  to  escape  below,  the  knave  hath  framed.' 

Whence  he,  who  had  of  cunning  tricks  a  store, 
Beplied :  "  Well  vereed  in  malice  sure  am  I, 
To  make  my  own  companions  smart  the  more !" 

Then  burst  forth  Ahchin,  inflamed  with  heat, 

Thwarting  the  rest ;  "  Plunge,  if  thou  dare  to  try ; — 
I  shall  not  follow  thee  with  speed  of  feet. 

But  wings  ahall  bear  me  o'er  the  boiling  pitch;  U 

Hie  we  behind  the  bonk,  and  we  shall  see 
If  thou  alone  canst  all  of  us  o'erreach." 

Now  for  fresh  sport,  O  ye  who  read  prepare!  1 

Each  from  the  bank  his  eyes  witharew ; — first  he        i 
"Who  offered  chief  resistance  to  the  snare. 

Well  chose  his  time  the  sinner  of  KaTarrc—  12 

Pixt  firm  his  feet— leapt  down — and  in  a  trice 
From  the  projected  plot  escaped  afar. 

Each  demon  instimtly  with  rage  was  fraught. 
He  most,  who  had  encouraged  this  denoe  j 
Wherefore  he  flew,  exclaiming :  "  Thou  art  caught." 

But  futile  his  attempt, — the  speed  of  fear  12 

E'en  wings  could  not  o'ertate ; — one  dired  below,      j 
Up  came  the  other  from  hia  Tain  career.  ■■ 

Thus,  when  the  Mcon  swoops  hia  wings  in  air,  ■ 

The  duck  dives  instant,  and  eludes  the  blow ;  H 

Back  turns  the  baffled  falcon  in  despair. 

Him  Calcabrina  followed,  in  despite  IS 

Thus  to  he  duped ;  yet  still  so  &ir  a  cause 
Of  quarrelling  afibrded  vast  delight; 

And  since  no  more  the  barterer  there  he  viewed. 
On  his  companions  straight  he  turned  his  claws ; 
A  mighty  struggle  o'er  the  trench  ensued. 

But  Alichino  was  a  hawk  well  tried,  IS 

lis.  "  According  to  Uie  propotsi  of  Aliebin,  tbe  Geoda  r«tir«l,  and  ft 
a  moment  withdifir  their  eje*  from  the  bonk  lo  ^ve  tht  unner  ■  chuice. 
ISj.  Alidiiiw.  Sea  line  U-2. 


iP 


cjjrro  xntT.  91* 

Nor  inexpert  in  clawing : — ^fell  the  twain 

Down  to  the  middle  of  the  boiling  tide. 
The  heat  soon  parted  them  within  the  ditch. 

But  all  attempt  to  raise  themselves  was  vain ; 

Like  birdlime  glued  their  wings  the  adhesiye  pitch. 
Four  of  his  host  now  Barbarriccia  sent,  145 

For  they  were  sorely  vext,  their  drags  to  bear 

Over  the  lake. — At  his  command  they  went, 
Descending  rapidly  across  the  ditch. 

They  stretched  their  hooks  to  aid  the  entandbd  pair, 

Who  now  were  burning  in  the  glowing  pitch ; 
And  we  advancing,  left  them  floundering  tnere.  151 


CANTO  XXIII. 

ABGUinEKT. 


Sute  it  «Ted  bj  Tirijrfl  from  the  demons  who  paraued  them.  In  the 
«xth  chaRD  are  puniiihed  the  Ilypocriten,  who  are  condemned  to  pace 
rootiBuallj  round  the  frulf  under  the  preasure  of  cloaka  which  are  g>ilt 
without,  but  lined  inaide  with  lead.    Cataluno,  Loderin^,  Caiaphas, 


i>iLE5T,  apart,  companionless  we  went,  1 

Tht*  one  before,  the  other  close  behind, 
Like  minor  friars  upon  their  journey  bent. 

On  .'£«oi)*0  fable  were  my  thoughts  employed, 
( Vx)T  this  encounter  brought  it  to  my  mind,) 
How  frog  and  mouse  were  by  the  kite  destroyed. 

Since  gn^attT  likeness  bear  not  Yes  and  Tea,  7 

Than,  if  attentively  compared  they  bt», 
Fmm  first  to  last  these  scones  of  strife  display. 

As  fr«>m  one  thought  another  ofl  will  start, 
Si  n*e  fr«>m  this  another  presently. 
Which  with  redoubled  terror  tilled  my  heart. 

For  I  considered : — Mocked  and  iniured  thus —  13 

And  we  the  cause, — full  surely  they  have  ground 
Tu  feel  annoy,  and  will  be  wroth  with  us. 

If  TMi^  be  added  to  the  spite  they  bear. 
They  will  pursue  us,  fiercer  than  the  hoimd 

4    A  frotr  ofli'rni  to  carry  a  moiue  aoroaa  a  ditch,  with  the  intention  of 
«ir  .vnin;  him.  wh^n  both  were  borne  off  by  a  kite.  7.  The  origuial 

«  urd*  **  nw"  and  **  iaM**  fifoify  **  now.** 


That  gripes  within  his  t««th  some  timid  hare. 

£'eD  DOW  my  locks  stood  bristling  with  alight, 
As  I  intently  listened  in  the  rear. 
"  0  maoter,''  1  excLiimed,  "  the  demtms'  spite 

Fills  me  with  dread,  iinleas  thou  canst  eonceal 
Thyself  and  me;  behold!  tbey  now  are  near; 
And  I  already  aeem  their  hooks  to  feel." 

"  Were  I  a  mirror,  not  thine  outward  face 
Should  I,"  he  said,  "more  speedily  rei^ive. 
Than  doth  my  soul  thy  inward  wish  embrace. 

Thy  thought  e'c-n  now  assimilates  to  mine. 
And  80  alike  the  eipression  which  they  giye. 
That  I  from  both  have  formed  the  same  design. 

If  on  the  right  the  bonk  Js  eo  inclined 
That  to  the  pit  adjoining  we  mar  hie, 
This  fancied  chase  we  soon  thtid  leave  behind." 

Scarce  had  he  time  his  counsel  to  surest. 
Ere  I  beheld  the  fiends  approaching  nigh. 
With  wings  outspread,  our  progrees  to  arre«t. 

In  haete  my  leader  caught  me  in  his  arm. 
Like  to  a  mother  wakened  from  her  rest, 
Who  seeing  flames  around  her — in  alarm 

Seiees  her  son,  and  speeds  with  rapid  flight, 
Bv  care  for  him  more  than  herself  possessed. 
Clad  only  in  her  garment  of  the  niaht. 

Down  frtmi  the  summit  of  the  rocky  bank 
Supine  he  cast  him  to  that  sloping  hill 
Which  to  the  neit  partition  formed  a  flank. 

So  quickly  never  water  uiged  its  course 
Tlirongh  narrow  conduit  to  impel  a  mill. 
Where  nearest  to  the  spokee  it  rolls  with  force, — ■ 

Than  o'er  that  ridge  my  master  hastened,  on, 
Clasping  me  closely  to  his  sheltering  breast, 
Not  as  a  comrade,  but  a  darling  sou. 

Scanje  had  his  feet  attained  the  rocky  bed. 
When  on  the  height  above,  to  sight  confest. 
The  fiends  appeared;  but  nought  had  we  to  drettd; 

For  that  supreme  omniscient  Providence, 
Which  gave  the  fifth  partition  to  their  swny, 
Forbade  them  ever  to  depart  from  thence. 

I^ing  around  with  weary  steps  and  slow. 
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CAMTO  mil. 

A  painted  tribe  of  icrols  I  now  lurFej,  ~ 
Wnose  liaggard  Icx^  ezpiees  fktigue  and  woe. 

Cloaki  had  they  on,  with  hooda  whidi  downward  fell    '61 
Befoie  their  eyes,  and  like  to  thoae  in  kind. 
Worn  by  the  monks  who  at  Cdcena  dwcdl. 

Ontaide— with  daading  gold  they  guttered  hri^t ; 
Inaide — ^with  ponderous  lead  were  they  ao  lined, 
That  FrederioL'a  doaka  oompaied  to  them  were  light ; 

0  cumbersome  to  all  eternity !  67 
Still  on  the  left  with  them  we  took  our  road, 

Intent  upon  their  hopelesa  misery ; 
But  they-  so  slowly  did  their  way  pursue, 

Opprest  beneatn  the  insufferable  load. 

That  at  each  step  our  company  waa  new. 
Wheref<N«  I  said ;  **  O  master,  look  around,  '78 

And  point  out  some  one  in  this  realm  of  pain, 

Whom  I  may  know,  by  deed  or  name  renowned." 
Thra,  of  my  Tuscan  lan^j^uage  one  aware, 

Behind  us  cried :  **  Your  steps  awhile  restrain, 

()  ye  who  hurry  through  the  dusky  air: — 
From  mo  perhaps  may  ye  obtain  your  need."  79 

On  which  mv  master  turned  to  me  and  cried ; 

**  Wait,  and  )ienci»foniard  at  his  pace  proceed." 

1  wait4*il;  antl  saw  two,  whose  visage  sho^'ed 
Eici'!*i*ive  eapTiuiw  to  n»ach  my  side ; 

Hut  th(*  weight  che^'ktKi  them,  and  the  narrow  road. 
When  they  arrived,  they  eyed  their  stranger  guest         85 

Ai^kanre,  with  l(K>k  of  wonder,  silently ; 

Tlien  turning,  one  the  other  thus  addressed: — 
**  He  by  the*  ai-tion  of  his  throat  appt^ars 

Alive ;  if  dead — what  priviU^ge  nan  he. 

That  aK  he  walks  no  weighty  stole  he  bears  ?*' 
"  O  TuM^an,  thou  who  comet*t,"  they  exclaim,  91 

*•  Ti»  thin  sad  college  of  hypwrisy, 

DijMlain  not  to  inform  us  what  thy  name.*' 
I  anfiwensl :  "  At  that  city  was  I  bom 

liflTf-rl  liy  fair  A  mo  as  she  floweth  by ; 

And  thii4  i\w  body  I  liave  always  worn. 
But  who  an*  ye,  whose  grief  adown  your  checks  97 

.'i9.  The  Hvpi»rritc«.  66.  Frvdrrirk  thp  Second  w  Mid  to  have 

pua^ihcd  thoMr  ^Utj  ottimmm  bj  burnioj^  thvm  in  leadea  cluakji. 


nonre,  as  I  see,  with  bo  profuee  a  tideP 
And  what  affliction  thus  a  passage  seeks  p" 

"  So  overwhelming  is  the  ponaerous  lead. 
Which  lines  our  orange  mantles,"  one  repL'ed, 
"  That  sighs  burst  hiaeiDg  from  the  o'erbalanced  hood. 

We  both  were  of  Bologna,  jovial  friars,  103 

I  Catalnno,  Loderingo  he, —  ^^^ 

Elected  by  your  country  for  umpires,  ^^^H 

Ab  Bome  unbiusai'd  man  is  by  the  state  ^^^H 

Ofr  chosen  to  keep  peace: — and  such  were  we,     ^^^^| 
As  atUl  is  witnessed  in  Gardingo'a  fate."  -^^H 

"Friars,"  I  began,  "your  vile  hypocrisies".  .  .  109 

But  cheeked  inv«eLf;  for  lo!  oae  crucified 
With  triple  Btnie,  appeared  before  my  eyes. 

On  seeing  me,  throughout  his  fiBoie  he  wnthed. 
Friar  Catalan,  who  straight  his  plight  descried, 
Aa  through  hia  beard  with  many  a  sigh  he  breathed, 

Exclaimed :  "  Before  thee  hcs  transfixed,  the  shade      115 
Who  counsel  gave,  that  for  the  people's  weal 
A  victim  for  expediency  be  made. 

All  naked  now  he  lies  athwart  the  road, 
Ab  thou  behold' st ;  and  'tis  hia  fate  to  feel 
Each  traveller's  weight,  and  groan  beneath  the  ll 

In  the  Bnme  ditch  bis  father  Annaa  lies, 
And  all  the  rest  who  of  that  council  were, 
Which  to  the  Jews  caused  such  calamitiea." 

Then  Vii^  I  beheld  in  wonder  bent 

Over  the  wretch  wlio  on  the  croBs  was  there 
So  vilely  stretched  in  endless  baniBhment. 

Next  of  the  friar  he  Boueht  intelligence:  J27 

"  UnlesB  ye  are  forbidden — tell,"  he  said,  ^^^ 

"  If  6n  the  right  lies  any  opening  hence, 
.    By  which  we  both  in  safety  may  retire. 

And  leave  the  halefiil  pit,  nor  ought  of  aid 
From  the  black  angels  on  our  road  require  ?" 

He  answered  him  :  "  More  near  than  you  suppose,       133 

105.  Tbew  tVD  liTpDcrileB,  clioflen  to  act  tifl  mediatui-B,  Knd  prcaerTfl 
peace  in  the  dlj,  abiiBi^  their  power  to  prooiute  their  own  ioceRMi. 
Uribed  to  aupinrt  tliK  Ouellii.  tbey  drove  out  the  GbilwUnes,  and  deatniyed 
the  baaeet  of  tbe  family  of  the  Uburii,  which  irDra  in  the  atreel  oUlcd 
Gurdingo.    See  ViUuii,  b.  vii.  c  13, 


OAKTO  TXir.  '95 

From  the  mam  circle  juts  a  rocky  ridge, 
Which  orer  all  the  chasms  an  archway  throws, 

Save  here  where  it  is  broken. — Up  the  steep 
Ye  still  may  clamber  br  the  nimed  bridge, 
^Vliich,  sloping  to  the  bottom,  forms  a  he^." 

Awhile  my  leader  stood  with  downcast  look,  139 

Then  said :  *'  Most  false  intelligence  was  his, 
Who  yonder  rends  the  sinners  with  his  hook." 

To  him  the  friar :  '*  Much  of  the  devil's  Tice 
Erewhilo  I  at  Bologna  heard ; — and — this — 
'  He  is  a  liar,  and  fiither  of  all  lies.' " 

With  mighty  strides  my  guide  indignant  sped,  145 

Anger  depicted  slightly  on  his  mce : 
Wherefore  I  left  these  souls  oppressed  by  lead, 

The  much  lored  footsteps  of  my  guide  to  traoe. 


CANTO    XXIV 

ABOUMENT. 


Duite  in  alarmed  at  the  apprarance  of  Virgil,  whone  countenance  betrays 
hu  franu  He  receive*  comfort  and  aanatanoe  from  hia  guide ;  and  with 
^rnit  difficolty  it  enablinl  to  reach  the  aerenth  diriaion,  where  the 
Thirrea  are  perM«uted  by  a  iwarm  of  aerpents.  Among  these  be  meetM 
with  Vanni  rucci  of  I*istoia,  who  predicts  the  disasters  that  will  lead  to 
iMnte's  banishment. 

I5  that  advancing  si^a^on  when  the  sun  1 

Beneath  Aquarius  dips  his  radiant  hair 

And  into  nud-<liiv  night  begins  to  run, 
When  o*er  the  earth  the  hoar  frost  pure  and  bright 

As!iumi*s  the  imaije  of  her  sister  niir, 

Tlj«*n  quickly  melt  a  In'forc  Day's  genial  light — 
Th»'  ru>tic,  now  exhausted  his  supply,  7 

Ki.H»i*  Iwtifni'^ — looks  out — ana  wvs  the  land 

All  i»hite  around,  whereat  he  strikes  his  thigh — 
Tuni?»  ba<'k — and  grieving — wanders  here  and  there, 

Like  one  dise<.mtH>late  and  at  a  stand  ; 

Then  iMfiues  forth,  forgt^tting  his  despair. 
Fur.  Id  !  the  face  of  nature  he  beholds  13 


139.  Vir^ril  ha<l  consulted  Malacoda  about  the  road.   Canto  xxi.  III. 
2I«  now  exclaims  against  his  duplicity. 

1.  At  the  end  of  January  the  sun  enters  Aquarius. 


m 

k  again.     -^^^H 
le  folds.         ^H 


Chanp^  on  a  sudden, — takea  hie  crook 
And  drives  his  flook  to  pasture  from  the 

With  aui'h  aknn  the  master  filled 

Soon  as  his  troabled  visage  met  my  ken 

And  with  such  speed  the  nuacbiefwas  redrest: 

Tor  when  we  reached  the  broken  bridge,  my  guide         '. 
Turned  himself  to  me  with  as  sweet  a  look 
As  wheu  I  saw  him  by  the  mountun  aide. 

The  ruined  steep  minutely  he  aurrered,  |^ 

And  counsel  with  himaelf  in  silence  took,  ^ 

Opened  his  arms,  and  raised  me  undismayed : 

And  like  a  man  who  on  some  work  employed  ! 

Looks  in  advance  beyond  hiin ; — even  so 
My  guide,  whilst  o'er  one  crag  mv  weight  he  baoyed. 

Still  towards  another  cast  his  tbougntful  eye, 
Exclaiming :  "  Grasp  that  firmly ;  but  first  know 
If  on  its  strength  thou  fiilly  mayost  rely." 

No  road  is  this  for  travellers  clothed  with  lead: 
For  he  though  light,  and  I.  assisted  on 
From  crag  to  crag,  with  difficulty  sped: 

And  if  that  rugged  precinct's  steep  ascent 
Had  not  been  shorter  than  the  adjoining  one, 
Tll)i  fate  I  know  not-— I  had  been  o'erspent. 

But  Malebolg^,  since  throughout  it  lies 

All  sloping  down  towards  hell's  profoundeat  deep. 
One  side  of  everj'  valley  thua  must  rise — 

The  other  falL  At  last  we  forced  our  way 
Up  to  the  summit  of  the  shattered  steep, 
\vhere  the  last  fragment  of  the  ruin  lay. 

So  failed  the  breath  within  my  lunga,  what  time 
I  reached  the  height,  that  on  a  crag  I  sate. 
No  strength  remaining,  other  rocks  to  climb.  ' 

"  Now  must  thou  shake  olF  sloth,"  my  guide  began;  j 
"  For  not  beneath  rich  canopies  of  state. 
On  beds  of  down,  can  Fame  be  won  by  man : — 

And  he  who  sinks  unhonoured  to  the  grave. 
Leaves  of  himself  on  earth  such  vestige  slight, 
As  smoke  in  air,  or  foam  upon  the  wave 

Arise  then,  and  o'er  sloth  a  conquest  gain 
By  strength  of  mind,  which  wins  in  every  fight, 
tTn        ■  ..       .     . 


i 


Unless  the  body's  cianbrous  weight  restrain. 
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C£SrO  XZXT.  VI 

A  kn^flightofitept  tfaoujetnmitieale;  65 

Think  not — ^theee  perils  psaped — to  take  tiijTert : 

K  well  thou  mark  me,  let  my  wordB  ayaiL'' 
Then  I  aroee,  and  with  my  voice  displayed 

Par  better  lungs  than  I  in  truth  possessed; 

**  Let  *s  on — for  I  am  bold  and  nought  disinayed." 
Among  the  rocks  our  upward  course  we  bent,  61 

Through  cragcj  ways  that  scarce  a  track  supplied ; 

And  steeper  than  before  was  the  ascent. 
Still  by  the  way,  for  fear  of  seeming  weak, 

I  held  discoune ;  when  from  the  foss  beside 

Came  presently  a  Toioe  unapt  to  speak : 
I  know  not  what  it  said,  although  I  stood  67 

High  on  the  arch  which  spans  that  fearful  ground; 

But  Be  who  spake  appeared  in  angry  mood, 
llien  down  I  stooped ;  out,  though  with  life  endued, 

Mine  eves  pierced  not  the  gloomy  pit  profound ; 

Wheivfore  1  said:  **  O  master,  it  were  good, 
Descendint;:  by  the  wall,  this  round  to  leave ;  73 

For  hontv  t  hear,  but  do  not  understand ; 

8o  down  I  look,  but  nought  do  I  perceive." 
**  My  answer  is — to  do  thy  will  with  speed ; 

¥nT  every  modest  and  sincere  demand 

Dt^sen-es  fulfilment,  not  in  word  but  deed." 
The  bridi^e  we  then  di^seended  from  the  height,  79 

Wh«Ti'  to  the  eighth  embankment  it  is  joined ; 

And  tbeniv  apiN'un'd  the  baleful  pit  in  sight. 
Within — a  erowcl  of  senients  I  behold, 

So  hideous  and  diversified  in  kind, 

That  at  the  verj-  thought  my  blood  runs  cold. 
No  AH  in*  h*t  Lybia,  with  her  scorching  sand  85 

l*h('If(lri,  Jaei Ji,  Pareas  boost, 

Ceiichri!!,  and  Aniphit«ben»  in  her  land. — 
Sueh  \ufni  <»f  pla^ies  were  ne'er  toj^ther  brought, 

Though  Etiiiopia,  and  the  HlhI  m^n  (Ym8t 

Add  all  the  pests  with  which  her  soil  ii«  fraught. 
Amontj;  this  swann.  most  loathsome  to  suney,  1)1 

Kan  spirits  naked,  auiiwith  terror  pnle : 

No  hiding  place,  no  heliotrojK'  had  they. 

&5.  The  Bounuin  of  Porgmtoiy.  93.  Heliotrope  wm  fuppoicd  to 
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Their  luuids  -with  serpents  icere  behind  them  bound; 

Thew  through  their  tuins  thruet  forth  the  bend  mi  tail, 

■Which  meeting  in  the  &ont  were  coiled  around. 
And  lo,  on  one  who  passed  beeido  that  pit  97 

A  aerpent  Bprang,  and  pierced  his  form  anon.  ^ 

^Vliere  to  the  neck  the  shoulder  blade  is  knit.        ^^L 
So  quickly  ne'er  was  written  O,  or  I.  J^H 

As  he  took  fire  and  burnt,  and,  falling  prone,  ^^B 

To  ashes  was  converted  instantly.  ^ 

While  thus  upon  the  ground  hia  dust  waa  ettrewed,       103 

Spontaneous  it  collected  on  the  plain. 

And  Buddenly  its  fonner  shape  renewed. 
So — as  by  mighty  sages  we  are  told. 

The  Phcenii  dies,  and  springB  to  life  again, 

"When  o'er  her  head  tive  hundred  years  have  rolled : 
Nor  grain,  nor  herb  she  tastes,  with  life  endowed,         109 

But  cinnamon  and  tean  of  &anldncenj9e ; 

And  myrrh  and  spikenard  form  her  latest  sbroud. 
And  e'en  as  one  that  falletb  to  the  ground. 

Nor  knoweth  whether  demon  violence. 

Or  epilectic  fit  hia  sense  hath  bound — 
"When  ne  arises,  turns  his  eyes  around,  115 

All  atupified  with  anguish,  and  at  gaze 

Stands,  as  distracted,  uttering  sighs  profound; 
Such  was  that  sinner  after  he  arose. 

Oh  how  severe  the  juatiee  God  displays. 

Inflicting  in  his  wrath  such  deadly  blows ! 
What  was  nia  name,  inquired  my  faithful  guide : 

"  Not  long  1^0,  from  Tuscany  I  came, 

Bained  down  to  this  dire  guSet,"  he  replied: 
"  I  chose  the  life  (rf  beasts  aud  not  of  men — 

Mule  that  I  was;  Van  Fucci  is  my  name. 

And  foul  Pistoia  was  my  worthy  den." 
I  to  my  guide :  "  Entreat  nim  to  remain. 

And  ask  the  crime  for  which  he  here  is  pent ; 

1  knew  him  once,  deiiled  with  bloody  atain." 
Dissembled  not  the  thief  when  this  wus  said ; 

But  straight  to  uie  his  soul  and  look  he  bent, 
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CAirao  zz^. 

■       ■     « 

inth  Bidndiolf  kniB  of  11111116  o'enmtd : - 
Aiui  in  thew  words  began :  ^  More  am  igxiered         1S3 

At  being  caugbt  in  tibia  moat  wretched  m^, 

Tban  at  mj  rofferinga,  when  of  life  bereaved. 
What  thoa  dtaireat  I  may  not  deny : 

Hete  am  I  thruat  ao  low  becanae  I  stole 

The  hallowed  treasures  of  the  sscristy. 
And  on  another  fidsely  threw  the  blame.  189 

Bat  lest,  if  thou  escape  this  dariuome  pit, 

Thou  should'st  deliffht  in  telling  of  my  shame-^ 
Open  thine  ears,  and  hear  what  I  declare: 

The  Ken  first  Pistoia's  walls  shall  quit ; 

Her  race  and  laws  shall  Florence  then  forswear. 
From  Yaldimagra  Mars  collects  around  145 

A  Tapour,  wrapt  with  clouds  o'ereharged  and  fell ; 

Which  thence,  with  tempest  fierce,  a^  angry  socmd, 
Shall  clash  in  combat  on  Piceno*s  plain ; 

Whi*nce  suddenly  the  mist  he  shall  dupol. 

Whereby  shaU  each  Bianco  there  be  slain ; 
Thiis  to  o'erwhelm  thee  -w-ith  despair,  I  tell/'  151 

CANTO    XXV, 

AR0UMS5T. 

F«cci  U  »eivd  bj  anpents ;  and,  endcftToorin^  to  empe,  it  parmcd  bj 
r«c««,  in  the  fenn  of  a  Centaur.  Our  Ptet  then  meett  with  the  ipiriti 
cf  thrve  of  hit  oountrymen,  noCorioua  thierca,  two  of  whom  underso  a 
relloua  tranalbnnation  in  hit  preaence. 
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His  speech  thus  closed, — ^the  thief  insultingly 
PiMiitt^l  his  hands  in  scornful  gesture  vile. 
Exclaiming :  ^  Take  them,  God,  they  are  for  thee. 

I  frr>m  that  instant  was  the  serpent's  nriend; 
For  one  about  his  throat  eniKTeathed  its  coil. 
As  though  it  said:  "No  more  shalt  thou  offend.*' 

1 JL*.  lUvin^  robbrd  the  chureh  of  8L  Jamra,  in  Pialoia,  Vanni  Fuc-ci 
rharirvd  Vaoiii  drlla  Monn  with  the  aaerilegv,  wlio  waaput  to  death  in  con- 
•rqumer.  14S.  Tanni  Fucci  foretela  the  circumauuicra  thiit  Ivd  to 

I^uitr'i  bani*hnmt,  fit.  tha  diriMon  of  the  Guelf  purty  into  the  Neri  mid 
i'oji^rhi,  whirli  oh|rinatod  at  Piatoia.  145.  Thi«  ia  an  allu«iun  to  tb« 

i<nnrf  woo  hjr  iIm*  Marqoia  Morrllo  If alaapina  of  Valdimafn*,  who  ut  the 
^'•^l  of  Ihe  Nrri,  **  tha  ebudy  fapour,**  dv&ated  the  Dianohi  ii*  the  (Xuipu 
P«9cao,  near  Piatoia. 
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Another  dagped  his  arms ;  and  lite  a  chain  7 

"Was  riTeted  in  front  of  him  so  fast, 
That  all  attempt  to  move  them  had  been  Tain. 

Fiatoia !  ah  Pistoia !  it  ia  time 

That  fire  consumed  thee,  since  thou  ha«t  tnupused 
Eren  thine  anceators  in  height  of  crime ! 

So  soul  throughout  the  murky  rounds  of  hell  13 

Townrds  God  beheld  I  manifest  such  pride , — 
Kot  he,  from  Thebes'  high  battlements  who  felL 

He  fled— nor  spoke  again  :— then  did  I  see 
A  Centaur  coming,  full  of  rage,  who  cried : 
"  This  impious,  foul  blasphemer — where  is  he  P" 

Marcmnia  breeds  not  such  a  hoet,  I  ween,  19 

Of  snakes,  as  on  his  hip  their  coil  enwreathed, 
Beaching  to  where  the  human  &ce  is  Eeen. 

Behind  the  neck,  upon  his  shoulder,  lay 

A  dragon  fierce,  with  outstretched  wings,  who  breftthed 
Fierce  flames  of  fire  on  all  who  crossed  his  way. 

My  faithfiJ  master  said,  "  Cacus  is  this. 
Who  at  the  foot  of  Aventine  erewhile 
Made  oftentimes  a  lake  of  blood.— Not  his 

Tlie  path  wherein  his  brethren  onward  hie ; 
So  infamous  the  robhcrj-,  made  with  guile. 
Of  the  ereat  herd  of  cattle  pasturing  nigh. 

But  ceased  his  deeda  of  evil,  when  were  dailt 
A  hundred  blows  by  the  Herculean  mace ; 
Though  scarcely  ttn  perhaps  the  robber  felt." 

Cacus,  while  thus  my  master  spake,  was  gone. 
When  came  three  spirits  below  at  rapid  pace. 
Of  whose  arrival  warning  bad  we  none; 

TiU  on  a  sudden,  cried  they,  "  Who  are  ye  ?" 
Wherefore  we  ceased  discoursing  as  we  weM, 
And  fixed  on  them  alone  our  scrutiny. 

I  knew  them  not ;  but  so  it  did  befal, 
(As  often  cornea  to  pass  by  accident) 
That  one  had  need  another's  name  to  call. 

Asking  his  comrades :  "  Where  hath  Ciania  strayed  P*  M 

18.  Il  TBI  a  pretailing-  opiaioa  that  Ihe  people  of  Ksloia  irere  d>- 
•ceoded  from  Ihe  Mpwer*  of  Catiline,  who,  afcordiDg  to  Salluit.  tonk 
nfag«  Oierf.  IH-  Capaoeos.    See  csnto  xW.  46.  19.  &  la«, 

Bunhf  tiaet,  near  Siena.  43.  The  three  qirita  wbo  lalel}  ■citrcd 
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Wbepfat  my  (piidn's  ittcntion  to  engage, 

SigD  with  mj  tingiT  to  my  lip  I  made. 
No  wonder,  wider,  ahould'st  thou  di«belieT6 

Wlut  now  will  be  uutolilcd  iii  niv  page; 

For  I  who  saw  it  scam  can  credit  give. 
Whilrt  upon  them  mine  trfi-e  attentive  hung, 

A  )rrpcnt  with  six  feet  like  lightning  sped 

I\ill  in  the  fVout  uf  oue,  and  to  him  clung. 
JOm  iniddle  foot  he  round  hii  paunch  did  wreathe, 

And  o'wt  hia  arroi  his  foremoet  feet  outspread ; 

Thai  &wd  in  either  eheek  his  eavnefi  teeth. 
Stidched  o'er  the  thigha  the  hinder  feet  remained ; 

And  'twixt  them  both  he  made  hia  tail  protrude, 

Which  vHh  the  loina  behind  be  had  enchained. 
80  ckwl^  ne'er  did  circling  ity  bind 

An  agrd  tree,  ■■  round  hia  hmbs  were  glued 

Tktae  of  lbs  bonid  beaat,  about  them  twined. 
IVn  wvn  they  mingled,  e'en  as  they  bad  been 

Of  indt«d  wkX,  in  aelf-aune  hues  arrayed ; 

And  vbkit  wm  which  no  longer  could  be  seen, — 
Lik*  boming  paptr.  when  there  glides  before 

Th9  advucing  flame  a  brawn  and  dingy  abode, 

VUch  >•  notUadc,  and  yet  i>  white  no  more. 
1b  wonder  loat  the  other  two  atood  near. 

And  oied :  "  AgneJlo,  ob  how  changed  art  thou ! 

B^eld,  mr  two  nor  one  doat  thou  appear," 
Alicady  the  two  hcada  to  one  were  grown, 

Wlm  the  two  aapeCta  dia^pearing,  now 

Om  tut,  pirtlfcfng  of  the  twain,  waa  ahown. 
Two  OTH  wno  riaUila  where  four  hiad  been ; 

Dm  tUgha,  the  leg*,  the  belly,  and  the  cheat 

^*ttr"V  anch  limM  a*  never  yet  were  acen. 
AH  ««tige  of  tha  fiirmer  ahapo  waa  gone  1 

Jttm  aim,  nor  two  the  unaightiv  fnroe  oiprewed ; 

And  in  mch  guiae  it  movna  full  ilowly  ott. 
Aa  mdnnieath  tha  dug-ataHa  aeorcbing  mv, 

TW  liiaid,  darting  nrift  from  fence  to  fence, 

Appears  like  hghtning  if  be  croaa  the  way ; — 
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So,  lo  the  fitomach  of  the  other  twain, 

A  viper  came,  inflamed  with  violence. 

Livid  and  black  e'en  aa  a  pepper  grain: 
And  in  that  part  wbenee  first  our  embiyo  strengtlt 

la  drawn,  he  pierced  one  shade,  then  fell  below. 

In  front  of  hmi  extending  all  hia  length. 
Him  viewed  the  tronafixt  spirit,  but  was  dumb ; 

And  motionless  remaining,  yawned,  as  though 

By  sleep  or  fever  he  were  overcome. 
He  eyed  tne  snake,  the  snake  that  look  gave  bock ;         9L 

One  from  hia  wound,  the  other  hard  and  stfoug 

Fumed  through  his  mouth,  while  mixed  tho  v^wura  bl>ck. 
Kow  let  Nasidius'  and  Sabellua'  fate 

So  more  be  made  a  boast  in  Lucan's  song; 

And  let  him  list  the  talc  I  here  relate. 
Silent  be  Ovid; — though  hia  poetry  97 

Made  Arethuae  become  a  fount  of  old, 

Cadmua  a  snake,  no  jealousy  have  I. 
Tor  ne'er  two  natures  changed  he  face  to  face. 

So  that  thev  both  assumed  the  other's  mould. 

And  each  the  other's  Hubst-ance  did  emhrBi:*, 
Their  limbs  in  such  exact  oceordanco  met,  103 

That  to  a  fork  hia  tail  the  serpent  cleft; 

The  wounded  shade  his  feet  together  a^ 
Connected  each  with  each,  the  I^  and  thighs 

So  closely  clung,  that  soon,  combined,  they  left 

No  trace  of  junction  to  our  wondering  eyes. 
The  cloven  tail  that  shape  did  now  assume  109 

Lost  by  the  other;  soft  one's  akin  was  mode, 

Meanwhile  the  other's  hardened  in  its  room. 
Aims  into  armpita  entered — strange  to  view ; 

And  as  the  beast's  short  feet  new  length  dis^yed, 

The  long  arms  of  the  other  shorter  grew. 
TTja  hinder  feet,  now  twisted  into  one,  115 

Were  straJghtwav  seen  another  form  to  wear : 

And  with  the  other  was  like  marvel  done. 
The  smoke  doth  both  with  novel  hues  o'erloy ; 

And  in  the  akin  of  one  is  gendered  hair, 

83.  Tbe  vip^r  ii  FranoeMW  Ounnia  C*t>Iotntj.  See  line  151. 
W.  Two  Romui  Kjldim  in  C«lo'«  uiaj,  who  wera  ttunp  bj  ttrpcDa,  OM 
Df  whom  fell  uutantl;  into  odio. — Luean'i  Phart,  a.  7f" 
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inifle  fifOB  Oe  oAn^i  dm  ft  ikib  ttwi^. 
Ik  DUBi  arote  ;—4lie  seipeiit  fiU  below ;  121 

TIiou^  itill  tlie  wlifla  thoae  impioiis  ejebiOi  gaied 

Urnm  tlie  chtnge  mck  &oe  did  undeiso. 
Hb  nee  the  erect  one  towuds  his  templee  drew ; 

And  thence  from  the  roperflnoaB  matter  laiied 

On  either  ade^  the  ean  ^[wntaDeoiis  gvev. 
That  superfluity  which  jcet  lemained  127 

Appeared  a  noatzil  to  the  impious  fiice^ 

Ana  the  two  lq»  thdr  proper  siie  attained. 
Ha  who  ]af  prone  did  now  prolong  his  chin. 

Both  ears  contracting  into  little  space^ 

E*en  aa'a  sqajl,  when  he  his  horna  draws  in* 
Ihe  tongue,  whidi,  undiyided,  fieelj  q;K>ke,  188 

Now  splits  in  twain,  while  the  others  focks  unite; 

VThereat  their  breathing  oeaaed,  and  ceased  the  smoke. 
The  soul,  transformed  into  a  brute,  now  hiea 

Uiasing  along  the  vale ;  the  one  upright 

Spits  ^ter  hun  contemptuous,  as  no  flies. 
Then  scornful  turned  on  him  his  shoulders  new,  139 

And  to  the  other  spoke :  **  Let  Buoeo  now. 

E'en  like  to  me,  all-fuurs  his  way  pursue." 
Such  changca  did  the  seventh  round  present ; 

And  I  the  plea  of  novelty  avow, 

If  here  my  verse  abhors  embellishment. 
And  though  confusion  overwhelmed  mine  eye,  145 

And  though  into  anutfo  my  mind  was  thrown,^- 

These  shades  could  not  escape  so  secretly. 
But  that  I  recognized  Sciancato,  who 

Of  the  three  comrades  that  came  first,  alcme 

Had  not  been  altered  to  some  figure  now ; 
The  other^s  death  thou,  Gbville,  doit  bemoan*  151 

CANTO   XXVL 

▲BOITMBKT. 

Om  rreo|rniiui(  the  ir*  tUeviv  m  hte  eonntrjrmen,  Duts  mrasehM 
FWroce  in  as  Ironical  imin.  From  tlM  mnh  thai  urttebf  ovtr 
th»  cigfatb  pit,  they  set  numerooi  timet,  wImts   we  poalilMd  tvil 


15U  Gorreio  CaYiOeuiti,  a  robber,  killed  at  GavHk,  in  tbe  ValdariM.— 
Bii  drath  wai  erwliy  avea^  by  bfe  laoUoo,  vbo  wasted  tlM  oouitrj 
vlib  fin  sad  swosd. 


Ein,T,  0  Florence,  in  so  great  a  fame. 

Tour  wings  are  waring  over  land  and  sea ; 

And  e'en  through  hell  resounds  vour  mighly  : 
Among  the  robbere  I  discovered  five, — 

Tour  citizens, — five  such — it  shameth  me; 

Nor  great  the  reputation  you  derive. 
But  if,  SA  morning  risea,  dreams  are  true. 

Erelong  you  shaU  eiperience  all  the  ill 

Prato  and  other  towns  would  have  vou  ruf 
Had  it  arrived,  too  soon  it  would  not  "be ; 

I  wish  it  had,  since  come  at  last  it  will ; 

As  age  advances,  heavier  grief  to  me. 
Departing,  we  ascend  a  staircase  rudc^ 

Carved  in  the  rock  down  which  we  lately  went : 

My  guide  preceded— I  hia  steps  pursued. 
"Wending  our  way,  thus  desolate  and  lone, 

'Mid  rugged  crags  and  dire  impediment. 

We  grasped  with  feet  and  hands  the  jutting  Btone. 
Then  did  I  grieve,  and  now  I  grieve  again. 

When  I  remember  what  there  met  mine  eyes ; 

And,  more  than  I  am  wont,  my  mind  reetraio. 
Lest,  uncontrolled  by  virtue,  it  1>b  driven, 

And  I  abuse  those  better  faculties, 

Some  favouring  star,  or  higher  Power  hath  giTen. 
In  that  &ir  season  when  least  hides  his  fac« 

He  whose  efiulgence  gilds  the  glowing  sky ; 

When  to  the  gnat  the  buzzing  iy  gives  place; — 
As  many  fire-flies  as  the  rustic  sees 

Down  in  the  vale,  where  field  and  vineyard  lie, 

Whilst  on  the  hill  his  limbs  recline  at  ease ; 
With  flames  so  numerous  shone,  all  glettmlug  bright,      31 

The  eighth  abyss,  as  I  with  steady  eyes 

Discerned,  when  of  the  depth  we  gained  a  dght. 

1.  A  bitter  irnn;,  in  refenoce  lo  the  five  FloreDtiiies  mmliinied  in  tha 
bat  cutD.  S.  The  cnJaioilia   wert),   K  draulful   conflagntioa   ia 

FlorenM,  the  ralliii):  in  uf  ■  brid^  OTi:r  tbe  Anio,  on  vMah  a  vast  nnlti- 
lude  vrra  suemblt^].  uid  the  di«c«td  and  eaiiguiuary  battlea  bctvcen  the 
Nrri  sad  Biaiichi,  ia  1304.  Praio  is  ■  lava  in  Iha  ndgrhbanrliaod  at 
FloreDoe.  12.  Danle  alludea  to  hia  asD  approaduof  haoiaL^ant. 
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'«D  H  he,  whoM  wrongs  did  bean  reecnt, 

BebeUl  EUjaii'B  car  froqi  e&rth  ante. 

By  fiery  Bleeds  borne  up  Leaven's  Bt«ep  ascent, — 
And  H  its  course  he  followed  with  his  eye, 

Nought  could  pcn^iTc  execut  the  flame  aloDC, 

Aaoending  like  a  little  cloud  oa  high ; — 
So  ntored  e«ch  flame  before  the  opening  cave  ( 

Aad  Done  its  prey  discloecd ; — yet  every  ona 

A  fuTtire  ^ell«r  to  some  rinner  gave. 
I  rtood  M)  bendinK  forward  o'er  the  bridge, — 

That  though  not  pushed,  I  should  have  {alien  below, 

Uad  I  not  finnly  grasped  a  rocky  ridee. 
Bssiu  nw  thus  ■tt«ntiT(),  spake  my  guide : 

**  Withm  tho  firea  ore  spirits,  racked  by  woe, 

Who  in  this  scorcbiug  garb  their  persons  hide." 
"  Now  baat  thou  aatiafied  my  soul's  deaire,  '. 

llaater,"  I  nid, — "  that  so  it  was,  crcwhile 

I  &iici«d,  and  was  anxious  to  inquire. 
WVoae  llaoie  ia  that  with  eummit  deft  in  twain, 

Aa  though  it  were  uprising  &om  the  pile, 

Of  BUoctoa  and  hia  brother  slain  t" 
"  PljwM,"  be  replied,  "  and  Dionied  I 

Witli^  >ra  tortun^ ;  and  at  eeual  rate 

^■ftfn  to  pain,  aa  crvt  to  wnth  they  sped : 
VtBi  in  on«  luote,  they  rue  the  treaeheroua  steed, 

Wboae  fidal  ambush  proved  the  destined  ^te 

TfaM  nahend  forth  tht'  Boman's  noble  seed : 
Am  ma  tba  ftmd  whereby  in  death  doth  still  I 

IMdMok  bar  Adulk*  wah ; 

And  (he  PaUadhun  Klda  freoh  eanae  of  ill." 
"If  thef  maj  apeak,  irithin  theae  fire*  confined, 

Hastn-,"  I  said,  "  O  let  this  prayer  avail— 

a4.  n*  naitj  at  tin  two  bivtlwn,  EtHKln  and  I^}lf^loa,  u  mU  (o 
!■*•  kan  w  iDtrtonW  'bat  lb*  fir*,  whkli  ooiuanicd  their  bodiea  oo  Uw 
^M  Iwamni  |dl',  rrTiurd  U  onllg.  ud  dividni  indf  InW  t*o  dWlMl 
^^m.     h*  SlUiMi,  nth.  lii.  430 ;  Lucan.  i.  (IB.  AT.  (.  f .  A*  ia 

*^  IMr  tb^  ««n  MuuM  in  dnd*  at  tr«a^a7  uid  TioltoM,  w  an 
*ij  WW  uutRl  ID  wSBinf  u>d  tDnHDt.  60.   TIm  voodn  bars* 

■as  Ifei  osaa*  of  lb*  dattnwUim  of  Tny  i  kod  Ibat  of  Motif  tojf  sad 
al^^M  ia  lUt.  ai.  UtjBM  daMlvMi  AehilUa,  by  Mipffiinc 

■atpMlar  lb*  wad*  vblob  Hxvtald  Uidtalh  si  aeooMqutass  «f  Ua 
pi^  la  *a  ««c*  aritej. 


This  gingje  praver  for  thoueaad  prayen  cAmbtned —  - 

That  I  may  be  aU'owpd  mv  atcga  to  stay,  67 

TJnta  tie  hfimed  flame  approacbeth  Tiigb : — 
Behold  how  aiuioualy  I  bend  that  way." 

To  toe  be  suswer  gave :  "  Full  well  thy  prayer 
Deserves  my  praise,  and  therefore  I  comply ; 
But  from  addreasiDg  them  thyself,  forbear: 

Be  mine  to  speak — for  I  ali«ady  know  73 

What  thou  would'st  say ;  these  Grecians,  in  their  pride 
Might  not  on  thee  perhaps  their  words  bestow." 

"W^ien  now  the  flame  was  seen  that  place  to  reach 
Whicb  seemed  approprial*  to  my  faithful  guide. 
In  worda  like  these  I  heard  him  frune  his  speech. 

"  Te  spirits  twain,  within  one  fire  contained, —  79 

Toifr  gratitude,  however  slight  the  share. 
If  e'er,  while  living  upon  earth,  I  gained, 

"What  time  I  sung  my  lofty  minstrelsy, — 
Here  tarry :  and  let  one  of  you  deelare, 
"Where  self-devoted  he  lay  down  to  die." 

The  lai^er  horn  of  that  old  flame  began  85 

To  curl  itBeli^  and  then  in  munnurs  broke. 
E'en  like  a  fire  that  labouring  breeEes  fim : 

Then,  moving  here  and  there  in  many  a  wave. 
The  crest,  as  though  it  wore  a  tongue  that  spoke. 
Burst  forth  articulate,  and  utterance  gave. 

"  Oq  leaving  Circe,  who  detained  me  more  91 

Than  twelve  full  months,  Goieta's  headland  near, 
£re  yet  ^oeas  thus  had  named  the  shore ; — 

ITor  fondness  for  my  son,  nor  care  for  the^ 
My  aged  Sire,  nor  love's  requital  dear. 
That  should  have  cheered  thy  heart,  Penelope, 

Could  in  my  mind  the  strong  desire  arrest  97 

To  learn  eiperience  in  the  affairs  of  man  ;— 
What  virtues,  and  what  vices  rule  his  breast. 

Orer  the  wide  unfathomable  main. 

In  one  lone  bark,  my  course  I  dauntless  ran. 
With  the  few  l^thfiil  friends  that  formed  my  trein. 

Ae  far  as  Spain  I  either  coast  descried,  103 

Far  08  Morocco  and  Sardinia's  shore. 


CAXTO  Em. 

«  wubed  by  that  circluig  tide. 
b  md  1  wi-ru  wiim,  and  full  of  dujn, 
D  that  tlmit  arrived  at,  whore  of  yure 
Sid  Uereulea  hia  womiiii;  pilbrs  raise, 
LeK  man  to  pus  the  boundary  preaome.  10 

Sorilk  WM  left  brhind  ub  on  our  right ; 
On  the  other  band  wu  Ccuta  lout  in  gloom. 

•Comwdi-fi,'  1  mid.  ■  who  now  have  reached  the  weat, 
And  won  tout  way  through  perila  infinite, — 
Short  is  the  spac«  ere  all  will  be  at  rest ; 

Let  each  then  rouse  hia  drooping  enei^ca  11 

^lat  land  without  inhabitants  to  fitul — 
Behind  the  Sun,  which  still  more  westward  lies. 

Brar  ycnr  illustrious  on^n  ia  view ; 

Ffir  not  to  live  like  brute*  were  ye  designed, 
But  knowWge  high  and  virtue  to  purauc  I' 

^us  brief  oration,  to  my  comrades  made,  12 

AvmiliiJ  ao  much  tbi-ir  ardour  to  eicitc. 
It  could  not  anrrwards  have  been  allayed. 

nepoop  n'lw  tuniing  towards  the  morning  sun, 
We  plW  our  oam  to  wing  our  fc^lish  flight ; 
And  tin  the  left  hand  atill  our  sea-way  won. 

Ibt  Man  that  oW  the  other  pole  oro  spread  12 

nat  night  I  saw,  while  ourw  was  so  deprest, 
It  mm  not  higher  than  the  ocean's  bed. 

K™  titna  the  moon  had  shone  in  brightest  ray, 
Aa  cA  was  robbed  of  her  traosparcnt  vest, 
8moa  firrt  we  i-hIcrhI  on  our  aNuoiia  way — 

Wbeo,  dim  in  distoiKv,  rear^  its  brow  on  nigh  13 

A  mountain— w bieh.  now  bursting  on  our  vieiT, 
A^Mand  the  loftiest  that  e'er  met  mine  eye. 

Gnat  wia  our  joy — a  joy  soon  turned  to  wac. — 
far  niahing  fWim  that  land  uoknutiTi  and  new, 
A  whirlwind  uprang.  and  with  repeated  blow 

ThftfO  drove  ibe  venn-l  ami  the  watt-m  round  ;  IS 

Tlie  pnop  aM-mdrd  an  tin*  fourth  wovp  rose  j 
T\w  prow  lay  buried  in  the  dejith  profound; 

Ad4  o'er  onr  beads  Heaven  doomed  tho  wave*  to  doao." 


■A  Uw  (dllva  or  llcmln,  n*  tappaHd  IB  Iw  Oh  J 
ittl  Ok  haUubk  vstUI.  IIT.   Thai  Ulvwi  twtbbrd   >>  M  I 

)H(n|il  la  BUI  ibr  ^tnil*  la  ui  (ridnioa  ikkcu  tram  Piioj.  131.  Th^  I 

—  isli  Is  tJPutfMrj. 


CANTO   XXTIL  ^^^1 

Cmnt  Ooidn  di  Hontefdtn.  •  Gtaibelline  of  high  dioinetiiia,  haldi  •Mo- 
venatioD  with  Dule  tnim  viihin  the  fin.  The  Cwinl  Blmhata  hia 
HTCtched  f&Ie  Id  the  ulful  penuuiaDa  of  Pope  Banilace,  oho  had  [Bo- 
miHd  him  ahoolutioii  for  the  cmzia  he  rvquiRd  him  to  commit 

TSow  rose  the  flame  vith  ciilm  and  upright  spire,  SHtf 

It«  speech  coocluded— and  prepaid  to  go,  ^^^| 

Smoe  the  sweet  Poet  gr&nted  its  deeire,  ^^^| 

I'WbeD  from  behind  another  came  in  sight,  ^^H 

Which  sending  forth  a  moan,  confuied  and  low,  ^^H 

Our  e^es  attracted  to  its  curling  height.  j^^| 

As  the  Sicilian  bull  (which  roared  of  old  ^^^H 

First  with  hia  shrieka,  a«  justly  came  to  pass, 

"Whose  cruel  hand  had  wrought  the  monstrous  mould) 
Bebellowed  loudly  with  the  Bufferer'a  cry. 

So  that,  all  taahioncd  as  it  was  of  brass, 

It  seemed  to  be  traoflpierced  by  agony ; 
In  mode  like  this^no  way  or  outlet  found —  13 

The  misenible  words  that  first  did  flow 

Changed  to  the  flame's  own  Toice  their  proper  Bonnd. 
But  when,  a  passage  won,  the  flames  displayed 

Their  summits — quivering,  as  the  tongue  below 

Imparted  the  direction  they  obeyed — 
These  words  broke  forth ;  "  O  thou,  to  whom  I  speak, — 

In  Lombard  phrase  but  lately  heard  to  say,  20 

'Thou  mnyest  depart — from  thee  no  mora  I  se^' — 
Though  somewhat  tardily  to  thee  I  came, 

Gneve  not  to  pause  and  hold  discoune,  I  pray ; 

Thou  seest  it  grieves  not  me,  though  wrapt  in  flune. 
If  to  this  glooming  world  thou  hast  of  late  25 

Been  huiried  downward  from  fair  Italy, 

That  land  beloved,  whence  all  my  crimes  I  date — 

7.  Invoiled  by  Perilliu  to  pleue  the  tyrut  FbiUrit,  who  mad«  the 
firM  axpttimeul  oa  tbs  oonlrivvr.  19.  The  spnkcr  ia  Count  Ooido 

da  UonUifellni,— k  man  of  gnat  renoru  iu  vv,  who  laif  ia  life  usanitd 
the  Fnndieui  hibiu    Swhisovn  arcguntof  biniMlf.line  67.  £0.  See 

line  3,wlierB  il  it  «iiJ,  that  Vii^  perniiiird  the  Hanie,  rontainiug-  Uljiaia. 
uid  Diooicd,  to  depart, — not  menriooin^  the    words  lie   actonUy  a 
S6.  Qmdo  nblakca  Virgil  for  a  coDdemned  mniier  oomiog  I    ' 


oiSTO  xirn. 

Bar.  if  Boma^a  still  by  war  i*  torn, 
Tor  'mid  the  hilli  that  'twixt  Urbino  lie 
And  tbfme  whetice  Tiber  flowetb  1  vae  bora.'' 

Still  was  I  brading  down  to  hear  the  flame, 
"Wlien  auddeulj  mine  escort  touched  m^  tide, 
Saring:  "tjp<«k  thoa,  for  he  from  Latium  come." 

And  I,  vhoM)  lUiBwer  wu  alreadr  framed, 
Without  dt'luT  obeyed  my  faithful  f^Ao : 
"O  thou  sdirted  spirit!"  I  exclaimed, — 

"  IVroid  of  WW  within  her  tymnt'e  breast 
Bomaena  ia  not  now,  nor  e'er  bath  been ; 
But  wDra  I  left  her,  war  wa«  then  nippmt. 

Unchanged  for  jtan  remains  BoTenna's  land; 
Tkm  brood*  PolentaV  eaplo ;  so  that  e'en 
O'rr  Cervia  too  ita  ample  wing«  expand. 

In  Forli,  which  lucb  long  resiittanee  mode. 

And  with  the  Frvnohntan'a  blood  the  soil  imbrued. 
The  gTwn  arms  of  the  Lion  are  obeyed, 

Tlu'  moatifls  of  Vrrilcchio.  younc  and  old. 

Whom,  wiUi  bis  Kore  disfained,  MoQtapna  rued, 
Still  drite  their  t<*th  into  the  prey  they  hold. 

Thrre,  where  Santerno  and  IdmoDo  glide, 
ThB  Lion  of  the  snow;  field  commands. 
Who,  each  n-tuniinif  Butunin,  changca  aide. 

n«t  town,  whoae  bank  by  Sario'e  stream  is  laved. 
ITen  oa  between  the  plain  and  mount  she  stands, 
Bo  Irrelli,  partly  fror^  and  part  enslaved. 

But  vbo  thou  art,  I  pray  tbe«  let  me  hear ; 


).  Ct.  rt^UaaUUOo.  II.  Ouido  KeTrilo  d>  PoIanU.  Lord 

IBVIBBB  and  Carrta,  ban  in  ttglt  lor  hi*  coat  of  ana*.  He  w«i  tin 
d  ^  f«m«  of  Diata.  Vudti  bit  tvmay  fUnan*  cojajnl  tru- 
I9ltr««arriw«.  4S.  Ttw  iHt;  of  Forll,  la  lifle.  Ruiudnrd  B 

I  ■  fllMt  tbt  r«8k,  who  werv  itb»ted  in  •  mUj  I17  Oaido  d>  Hoa- 
•  (iki  ififll  vtMO  Dmtcim  lOinmn,)  nith  Tirr  frrMi  ilxiKhiFr. 


t  >«— *ty.    fl» 


•r  TwoMhio,  the  nami 
taate  oT  tba  OUMUm  fmnj  M  RlailDt,  mordaml 
49.  npOB  ttw  rinv  Sulinio  ta  dUaitd  ih« 
ta«n  ot  PuDu;  both  wtJMI  W 


lI  «do  tiBMiOuaU^  M  •Mtb* 


ita  uiia 
aOhfbe 
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Be  not  more  hard  than  I  have  been . — so  may 

Thy  name  on  earth  exalt^  honourB  bear." 
Then,  when  in  its  peoulJAr  mode  had  roared 

The  flame  atrhile,  its  top  -vnis  seen  to  uUy 

This  vav  and  that ;— mioq  this  sound  it  poored : 
"  Could  I  believe  my  answer  would  be  made  61 

To  one  who  ever  might  the  world  regain. 

This  flame  should  rest  in  peace,  nor  more  be  swajed ; 
But  since  no  living  soul,  if  true  it  be 

As  I  have  heard,  e'er  left  this  gulph  of  pain, — 

Fearless  of  infamy,  I  answer  thee. 
A  Boldier  once — I  next  around  me  tied  67 

St.  Francis'  cord,  in  hope  to  expiate  crime ; 

And  truly  had  those  bopes  been  verified. 
But  that  the  mighty  Priest,  (whom  evil  take) 

Allured  me  to  my  sins  a  second  time ; 

And  bow,  and  why,  I  will  disclosure  make. 
"While  yet  a  form  of  flesh  and  bone  was  mine,  73 

(My  mother's  gift,)  my  deeds  resembled  less 

Those  of  the  lion  than  the  fox:— bo  fine 
The  artifice  with  which  I  played  my  game, 

So  ejquisite  my  cunning  and  addr^ 

The  world's  far  limits  sounded  with  my  fame, 
But  when  I  saw  that  time  of  life  begin,  79 

When  every  man,  the  port  approaching,  ought 

To  coil  the  ropes,  and  take  the  eanvaea  in  ;— 
What  first  bad  pleased  me,  irksome  seemed  to  grow ; 

And  to  re|)eutance  and  confession  brought, 

I  bad  been  blest ; — alaa,  now  plunged  in  woe ! 
The  haughty  prince  of  Modern  Pharisees,  86 

"Who  near  the  Latemn  hia  warfare  waged,  - 

And  not  'gainst  Moors  or  Jewish  enemies, 

TO.  fape  Bonifiice  YIII.  85.  Pope  BoDifacc.— He  wu  wuriiw 

•puDH  ChriBtiiun,  vii.  n^nintl  the  Colonoa  bmil;,  who  lit«d  near  tha 
Jdieran,  (or  the  pnrpaae  of  priiBle  ffyru^,  and  not  againM  IoSiIfI*,  nor 
'■gaiul  titOK  rau^ndi;  Ctirialioiu,  by  whom  the  Saraniu.  in  1S91,  mat 
liili  il  ID  trcawT  St.  Jobo  lyAcrr,  Ibe  lust  pmrnatioa  of  the  QirisliKiB 
in  the  Holy  I^od,  nur  ■gainil  the  im  who  InAiclied  ih««,uid  sold  pn>- 
Tiaooi  to  the  Turlu  diuiiqr  the  oFge.  79.  ■■  The  f^oud  mariBflr, 

vhm  be  dm**  iiiwr  the  port,  furli  h»  nils,  and  enWn  ii  toftlj ;  n 
oniiht  ve  ID  bnrer  the  a«I*  of  our  worldly  oprniiiDns,  and  turn  tQ  God 
Vith  bU  onr  heut  and  BodenuuidiDg.''  Iknte^  Cantito,  TraL  iv.  2S. 


C^5T0  XXTTI. 

{For  kU  wt««  ChriatUDfl  whom  liia  vengeful  hand 
Oppoaed ;  ftod  none  at  Ai^ra  ti&d  engaged. 
Or  t'tr  had  trafficked  in  the  Sultau's  iknd.) 
d  not  hi>  own  exalted  state. 


XennM 


hair  office,  nor  my  ucred  cord, 
Whicb  uuHild  the  fbnn  it  girda  stt«uimte ; 

Bat,  ■•  of  old,  to  euro  his  leproey, 

8flvat«r  «M  bj  CoDstantioe  uoplored  ; 
8a  in  conupanifing  tuue  be  called  an  me 

Td  Butinta  the  fvver  of  liiii  pride : 

He  atked  my  oounecl,  but  I  nnawcri'd  not, 
Devning  hia  worda  to  dninkemicse  allied. 

Am&  hf  MJd  to  me :  '  Be  nut  o&aid — 

^1  do  ahKilre  thee ; — tell  mu  by  what  plot 
Hay  Fklntrino  in  the  dust  be  laid. 

BflBfm,  >a  thou  kuowi-Bt,  1  have  the  power  at  will 
To  lorlt  or  unlock ;  hence  the  k«'yH  arc  tw&Jo, 
Whkh  ent  my  pivd«%wor  prii^  so  ill.' 

Theo  hmi  hi*  cogent  arguments  full  sway, 
For  sdaiec  could  procure  me  little  gam  ; 
And  I ;  '  0  Father,  sinti'  you  wa«b  away 

Tht  KB  I  am  about  t«  jier|>etrBte, — 

Iai^  be  your  [itomise— juur  performanct^  alack, 
niua  will  you  triumph  in  your  high  entato.' 

Whta  I  WM  dead.— ror  mo  ^t.  Francis  cjiino ; 
fiat  mw  of  the  black  Cherubs  sent  him  bock, 
EuUniiiig:  '  Wrons  me  not — his  aoul  I  chum. 

Down  to  BIT  herd  of  auiTee  most  he  reoair, 
e  be  haa  of  Cnrad  tbo  adviser  Wn, 
e  which,  my  baud  both  btsld  him  by  the  hair. 


Tfi*]r  haTinic  a|ipcMd  ItmiifiHWs 
•bdM,  b*  Htikbad  •  cniMd*  fuiaH  tfcsD  ;  but  brtng  ■n*Ua  to  Uk* 
Mt  bnna.  b»  odbd  laih*  haomCaant  Umdo  fi  MtahAKto  k  fab 
'  '    a  hta  W  wk»  Uf|*  ft^dtm  awl  not  pwform  Dma. 

H,  Mfprlmi  at  hl>  tntonUOM  M  put  thmn  lo  dMth,  nn£ 


Kongbt  but  repentance  ever  can  absolve ; — 
But  to  repent,  and  yet  incline  to  ain, 
A  contradiction  woiild  in  ttnns  invnive/ 

Oh!  with  what  anguish  from  him  did  I  bound. 
When  seizing  me,  he  eaid :  '  Perhapa  jiou  thougjbl, 
I  was  not  a  logician  so  profound.' 

He  carried  me  to  Minoe,who  eight  times 

Around  him  coiled  hia  tail,  and  bit  it,  fraiigfat 
With  mighty  rage :— then  eud :  '  Hia  are  the  cr 

That  fix  his  dwm  within  the  ttuerish  fire.' 
I  therefore,  here  among  the  lost  am  pent. 
And  thus  enveloped,  rove  in  torment  dire." 

When  he  had  finished  his  discourse  forlorn. 
The  flame  departed,  mooning  as  it  went. 
And  writhing  to  and  fro  its  sharpened  horn. 

My  guide  and  I  now  urged  our  onward  way 
Along  the  rock,  till  we  the  arch  bestrode 
That  spans  the  fose  in  which  their  penance  par 

Those  who  are  burdened  for  the  Btrife  they  sow^ 
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me* 
127 
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urive  at  the  ninth  g^lf,  where  tbe  towen  ot  ScudiJ,  SfhiimatJCT. 
Beretica  mre  (em  Kith  tbeir  limbs  loiserebiy  maii);led.  MtbcmM. 
PtcTD  dA  Uedicioa.     Curio.     Moaco.     Berljviul  de  BonuOb 


Who,  e'en  in  language  unconstrained  by  rhyme. 
Of  all  the  blood  aud  wounds  I  saw  could  speak, 
Though  he  described  their  borrora  many  a  time  ? 

No  tongue  forsooth  but  in  the  attempt  must  fail — 
Our  mind  t<x»  finite,  and  our  si>eeeli  too  weak 
To  comprehend  the  woes  1  would  detoiL 

If  in  ApuDa's  memomble  hind 

Were  all  the  grieving  nations  gathered  round. 
Who  met  destruction  by  the  Eoman'a  hand, — 


Though  Abeolulion  is  pren  bj  the 

the  pround  that  rtpcDtaoci^  iwhii 

Bcontutenl  tiilb  the  intent  lo  cominjl 

Such  ia  Dante's  opiuioD  of  ■fawlntki: 


i 
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Or  in  that  lengthened  war  incurred  their  fiite, 

What  time  the  ffpoils  with  golden  rings  were  crowned. 

As  Livj's  fiuthfui  history  doth  relate ; — 
Those  other  nations,  too,  who  were  subdued  13 

Beneath  the  blows  of  BobeH;  Ghuscard  bold ; 

And  thoae  whose  whitened  bones  may  still  be  viewed 
At  Cepcran,  that  saw  the  Apulians  fly — 

False  to  their  lord ;  and  where  Alardo  old 

Near  Tagliacoxzo  won  the  victory ; — 
And  all  ooidd  show  their  suffering  limbs,  pierced  through. 

Or  lopt  away ; — ^nought  were  they  to  compare  20 

With  what  this  ninth  compartment  gave  to  view. 
A  cask,  split  down  the  middle  or  the  end, 

(rapes  not  so  wide  as  one  I  witnessed  there, 

Kipptnl  from  the  chin  to  where  the  haundiesbend. 
B(-tw(H*n  his  logs  the  entrails  hung ;  meanwhile  25 

Th**  midriff,  mid  the  ]munch  were  seen  contest — 

Kcit'ptai'U*  of  what  in  fiuil  and  nle. 
Whilf,  ull  iiit*»nt.  on  him  mv  wj^ht  I  bend, 

Ht*  cvtHl  mc\  <»iM'niii<^  with  his  hiiiul  bin  breast, 

And  Haid,  '*  li«'li()ld  how  I  my  iKwom  rend! 
I^hiihi  how  Mah<mi(*t  in  ront  in  twain  !  31 

IVfon*  mo,  clovi'ii  upward  from  the  chin 

Ki'U  tn  thf*  bniw,  wulks  Ali,  racked  with  pain: 
AjhI  all  the  others,  wliom  thou  scent  forlorn, 

<  hi  (*arth  powtMl  MH*iU  of  M-andal,  an<l  the  sin 

Of  tM-hiKm  incum'd,  and  thcn*fon»  thus  arc  torn. 
A  «ii-nn»n  ii*  N'hind  u^<.  who  bontowB  37 

TiitnM'  cruol  \i()iin<i!«  with  Bword  of  Hharpoi«t  steel, 

1  n tl let ini; constantly  on  I'm-hfroHh  blown, 


II.  Afirr  thp  fauitl<>  of  Cannw  thn-«  biiHhclN  and  ■  half  of  (rold  riii;pi 
m»-r*-  rullrctin!  frum  t)i«  fiiitrrn  uf  the  knightu  who  werenlain.  S«*(*  I.ivy, 
XI  u.  I'J.  14  KfibtTt  (tiiiM*jird,  llio  fi&niouii  Norniiin,  came  to  deff  nd  tiw 
(ir>*k  LmpM-ror't  )N|f»i>M>ionii,  and  dcffutrd  tbt-  .*«arii<vnfi  in  Apnli.i,  hut 
^■AA  }"'«M-*»-i  111  iif  ibv  country  hi-  ranif  (•>  di-fi  u>\.  Ur  dii-d  in  1 1  lo.  S«-«* 
i^riiiiMi,  x\iii.  4^.  ir».   MAufred,  kiii^  ut'  Ajtiihu,  und  hi**  nlliti*. 

vcr«  ilrti^Tt-*!  at  Ct'penio  vith  an  imniriiB**  h*^,  uwiii;^  to  thf  tn-iirht-ry 
•ii  the  A('Ml:ari«,  by  <'har}»^  ufAnj«iu,  in  I'Jti.V.  S-i*  I'lirir-  in-  11m. 
I9  Nrar  Tj/liaci'ZZO,  Cbarli4  dffratrd  Ciinr.itiin.  thf  Kuri*i-''ir  oi'  Man- 
frtO.  hy  llw-  pLr4i.i:r*-rD  of  Alurdo  di  Vuh  ri,  lyinx  I'l  wait  till  thr  (if*niian« 
iuS  w..r«!.  d  part  of  bii  army,  and  tbcn  iiuriir.>iii^  ihi  ui,  vhui  djojKTM.'d 
lur  pl-^iidc:r. 

I 


Oft  OS  we  traverse  this  aecureed  straiid ; 

Since  erer  and  anon  our  easbes  beal, 

"Frp  we  repass  the  spot  where  he  doth  stand. 
But  who  art  thou,  whom  on  the  rock  I  find  «3 

Thus  musing  ? — haplj  wishing  to  delaj 

The  pangs  by  conscience  to  thy  crimee  assigned?" 
"  Death  hath  not  etruck  him  yet ;  nor  is  he  led 

Bv  crime  to  puiiiBtment ;  but— that  he  may 

Obtain  cspeneuce  full,  I  who  am  dead," 
Eeplied  the  bard,  "  must  his  conductor  be  49 

Through  the  deep  g:ulf  of  Hell  from  round  to  lound:  ^^ 

This  is  as  true  as  that  I  speak  to  thee,"  ^^E 

More  than  a  hundred,  when  these  words  aroee,  ^^H 

Paused  to  behold  me  from  the  trench  profound; —  ^^H 

In  wondennent  foi^tting  all  their  woes,  ^^1 

'■  Glo,  then,  and  warn  Friar  Doicin — thou  who  msyeA  ES 

Belike  soon  see  the  sun,— with  store  of  grmn 

To  arm  himH^lf,  unless  he  is  in  haste 
To  follow  me,  and  stnuteoed  by  the  snow, 

A  Tietoiy  the  Noirarefle  obt^ 

O'er  him  whom  else  tbey  could  not  OTerthrow." 
These  words  spake  Mahomet  to  me — one  foot  61 

Raised,  as  preparing  to  advance — which  now  • 

Departing  from  us,  to  the  ground  he  put.  ^^^ 

Another  shade  (whose  throat  was  cleA  in  twain,  ^^^ 

And  nose  lopt  oS,  from  underneath  his  brow;  ^^V 

And  unto  wDom  did  but  one  ear  remain. 
Standing  to  gaze  in  wonder  with  the  rest)  67 

Kow  bared  his  windpipe  all  distoiued  with  gore 

Before  the  other  shades,  and  mc  addressed: 
"  Q  thou  who  art  not  stained  with  gudty  dye,    - 

SG.  In  1305,  Pritr  Dolcin.  vnJIins  bimMlf  id  Hpcntle  of  Qiriit,  df 
nonneed  the  vidoiu  private,  dcclarod  the  cominuBitj  of  proprrt;,  uu! 
nbUiaed  Hrenl  Uionund  rollawen.  Altackfd  by  tbg  InquiHOaii,  bolii 
men  Hud  wQinni  sloull]'  defendtd  Ibemselvn  nvor  Koiu^  ia  PiedBNM  i 
oei  irere  Ibe;  capiured  til]  their  proTuions  vere  cut  off  bj  ■  drep  buv. 
Above  SOO  of  his  fallowen  perished  from  staivation  and  the  imud.     Be 

eudqring'  luA  lormenifl  with  the  ^^reatnt  fortitude,  uid  prcAerviug'  hia 
pounlenanee  imchang^ed  amid  bii  suSeriiifn-  His  beautirul  nod  jouthfal 
wife,  Uorguia,  chose  mlher  !o  fullov  ibe  eismple  of  her  hiubuid  than 
renounce  b«r  dcctrlueo.     See  Tillani,  Tiii.  84. 


_  _    B  Latium  I  hnre  seen  befoiv, 
VlMftroug  reifcmbkiM.'o  dotL  belie) 
Ob  Kar  Ai  Kedidnit  thought  bestow, 

If  thon  once  more  that  lovely  plain  behold. 

Which  from  VerccUi  nlopca  to  Mercabo. 
And  be  ihcae  words  to  Faoo's  worthy  twmin, 

To  Ouido,  and  to  AneioleUo  told ; 

Hiat,  if  kU  foTpaight  here  be  not  in  vain, 
Tbn  near  Cattolica  ihall  OTerboard 

&  caat,  and  sunk  in  ocean,  by  the  ^lile 

And  wickpd  tre»chrry  of  a  tyrant  lord. 
So  KTVut  orti^nfe  ilid  m-ver  Nejitiioe  view. 

Wrought  'twiit  Majorca  and  the  Cj-priaa  isle, 

Kot  *i'pn  by  pirat(«,  or  by  Arrive  crew. 
nat  tnutor  \ilA  with  but  a  single  eve, 

(Who  own*  thi!  land  a  spirit  wit&  me  here 

Would  wiali,  I  deem,  he  ucver  had  been  nigh) 
ncm  ta  a  parley  with  him  ahall  invito  ; 

And  so  cuntnve,  that  neither  vuw  nor  prarer 

NhaQ  thrv  trqiijn^  against  Focara's  niiglit.'' 
71m^  I :  "  Piiiut  iiul,  and  let  the  soul  be  sevn. 
d'st  thou  bv  Hpoken  of  on  eurt 
o  that  land  would  tain  he  ne'e: 
Wfiri"r  his  band,  ho  M'ized  his  romrade'a  i-heok. 

Ana  opeoing  wi<lu  bis  jaws  said  :  "  This  is  he 

Of  wIknb  Uwu  aakrat ; — lo !  he  cannot  spnk. 
TU*  JB  the  OHtaoat  wn4ch  who  took  away  07 

7%B  doubt  from  Cawar's  mind,  when  he  exclaimed : 

*  To  BMO  jireparod  'tis  latal  to  dday  T  " 

TS.  PtM*  of  Hfdkins.  anr  Bolopu.— FonwDliii^  ttrilb  twtwmi  (itUdo 
4b  r*>i«W  ibI  MalmiHlJt  dl  Klinini,  fa«  ablainnl  frmmd  from  boih. 
'4.  TW  fUn  of  LwBbvdjp.  7S.  Guido  del  CuHro.  tnd  An^ lolcUa 

^  Ft— n.  Ivo  nsal  lUsUafstatinl  ciliiu«*  of  FuiD,  hiJ  inoumd  the 
ttifttfMm  of  "-■-'—-  ifcc  jautfri,  lard  of  Itimlnl.  Pratmding  la  ba 
W— n«4.  ka  iBTlltJ  Uwrn  lo  w  «iI«TUiDmPi>I.  wid  musxI  Uii.ni  to  b« 
ill     111  MW  OsWBllea,  hMVHB  Fuo  ■nil  Itinilnl.  M.  Th«  mnu 

■rfMBH.  tFfeoa  iMl  (KMtail.  Curto  hrr>  vauld  wl^h  ha  hul  awrti 
mm.    9m  mi«,1»*97.  M.  Aj  UsUIhu  win  nuH  tbm  to  U 

^twml  M  dMtrpaHi(B.  thrf  vOI  Iuti  do  occutoa  lo  oSer  up  jmym 
maivl  dw  h»>W«m»  Wlnib  Ana  Mount  PonrL  U7.  Curio,  biuiHbfd 

ft««  Raa*.  Jiitsil  JaUim  Caamt  at  Itiuiliii.  and.  acnrdinic  (s  Lmsd, 
tmarmimiUm  »  jtmtha  Hubtcan,  b;  ndaloiliif— "Talk  SMns;  n»> 


I 


I 


n« 

Oh !  That  bewildennent  he  now  betrayed, 

Hia  tongue  cat  out !  how  Ciirio  now  was  tamed. 

Who  had  eo  boldJy  this  aaserHou  niade ! 
Then  one,  deprived  of  both  his  hands,  who  stood  103 

Liftiog  the  bleeding  stumps  amid  the  dun 

Dense  air,  so  that  his  face  was  stained  with  blood, — 
Cried  :  "  In  thy  mind  let  Mnsea  bear  a  place, 

Who  said  (tJaa !)  '  Deed  done  is  well  begun,' 

Words  fraught  with  evil  to  the  Tuscan  race :" — 
"  And  of  thy  house  the  ruin,  let  roe  add,"  109 

I  said ;  whereat,  redoubling  moan  on  moan. 

He  sped,  liie  one  by  sorrow  stmck,  and  mad. 
I  stood,  atiU  gasing  on  the  hand  aloof. 

And  saw  a  thing  I  should  have  feai«d  alone 

Thus  to  record,  with  want  of  other  proof^ 
Unless  my  conscience  made  me  feel  secure —  115 

That  good  companion,  which  makes  bcdd  the  man 

Whose  broaatplate  is — to  know  his  thoughts  are  pure. 
I  saw  iodeed,  and  still  I  seem  to  see 

A  trunk  without  a  head,  that  onward  mn. 

Like  others  of  this  mournful  company. 
Fart  by  the  hair  he  held  the  severed  head,  121 

Like  to  a  lantern  danf;ling  in  his  hand ; 

While  viewing  us  intent,  "  Ah  me  !"  he  said : 
E'en  thus  unto  himself  a  lamp  was  he  ; 

And  two  in  one,  and  one  in  two  I  scanned ; 

God  only  knows  how  aueh  a  thing  could  be. 
When  to  the  bridge's  foot  he  had  drawn  near,  127 

He  raised  his  arm,  and  with  it  reared  the  head. 

To  bring  its  words  thus  closer  to  our  ear. 
"Behold  the  agouy  in  which  I  pine. 

Thou,  who  still  breathing  visitest  the  dead : 

Behold  if  any  panga  can  Cfjual  mine. 
And  that  of  me  some  tidings  thou  mayest  tell —  1S3 

Bertram  dal  Bomio,  be  it  known,  am  I, 

107.  Buaadelmoute  «u  engs^ed  to  a  Udj  of  Ihu  Amidei  Immil;,  but 
broke  hi>  prumLw,  and  married  oue  or  Ibe  Douaii.  To  araisa  the  iiuuh. 
HoKa  d^tcti  Ubrni,  or  di>'  Lambeni,  penundvd  thrm  U)  ncolve  on  die 
■H^siDaliaii  of  BuondclmDnle,  mJauuing  1o  thrm,  ^*  Oma  fatlu  Im  cno" 
— KOOUDtel  which  WW  ihr  riitui  uuruE  arrbe<7uetriindQhibiliii?  botiotu^ 
134.  Ikrtnuid  de  Ouiuio,  VUcoxnt  ol  Ilautr-rori,  a  lurbulmt  ■■rrior  and 
troubadour,  made  the  jumig  prti««  Hbiiij  ,'■  Re  Gio vane ■■]  rebel  Braiart  hii 
£iibrr  litBiJ  IL 


lumo  xsz.  U7 

Who  nmd  <lie  joutkfiil  monaTCh  to  xoImL 
IWhor  md  toD  tt  eomit;^  I  set ; 

Kor  did  Achitcmliel  witii  arU  more  bLj 

DftYid  and  Abnbai's  renntiiiait  whei. 
BecMue  the  bondi  I7  nstae  IbnBed  I  bnn^  189 

Mhr  braii^  alas !»  aefcved  from  Hi  pcNBrae^ 

Which  liea  within  thm  wrotefaed  tnmk  aom^ 
Thna  retribution  doth  punue  ita  eouiaeu 
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the  tcBtb  ^f,  fttMB  whioii  atlit  ahridn  of  voe,  at  mm  a  tefhaL 
Ho*  an  poaiibdl  ^  AlolijBMti  and  Forfan. 

Thz  numenroa  tribea  and  yarioua  jjaahea  deep  1 

With  tears  had  ao  inebriated  mme  ejea, 
I  gladly  would  hare  stood  awhile  to  weep; 

But  Virgdaaid  tome;  '^  Why  gasing  ao  P 
Why  iiz  thy  looka  in  melancholj  guiae 
On  the  diangured  ahadea  that  lie  below?— 

In  fonncT  roumia  thou  weit  not  ao  inclined ;  7 

Wouldeat  thoo  deaire  to  count  their  numbera  o*€r. 
Think — two  and  twenty  miles  the  rale  doth  wind. 

Beneath  our  feet  the  moon  hath  hid  her  light; 
Hhort  is  the  time  allotted  ua ;  and  more 
Than  thou  hast  aeen,  aa  jet  awaita  thy  aight.** 

** Did*st  thou,*'  I  answered  him,  ''the  reaaon  wea^       18 
Why  such  a  doae  attention  I  beatowedy 
Thou  mighteat  periu^  have  pardoned  my  ddaj.** 

Hy  guide  moTed  on»  aa  I  thia  anawer  save^ 
»:hind  him  still  continuing  my  roao^ 
And  adding  thia;  *'  I  deem  within  that  oans^ 

Whereon  mr  eves  were  fastened  so  intent^  19 

A  spirit  awells»  to  me  by  blood  allied. 
Who  ruca  his  dear>bouent  crimoa  with  deep  lament.*' 

**  Let  not  compaasion  for  hia  woea  detain 
Thr  pensiTe  soul ;  but  turn,*'  exclaimed  my  guide, 
**  To  oth(*r  objects. — Let  him  there  remain. 

Whom  at  the  bridge's  foot  I  chanced  to  sec,  26 


inged;     ^H 
31 

I 


Potntm^  and  threatening  thee  with  look  ennged : 
Geri  del  Bello,  aa  I  heard,  waa  he : 

With  him,  who  erat  in  Allafort  bore  emf. 

Thy  thoughts  bo  wholly  were  the  while  engaged, 
That  G«n  passed  unnoticed  on  thy  way." 

"His  violent  death,  dear  leader,"  I  eselium, 
"  Tet  unarenged  on  earth  by  those  who  shared, 
And  Btill  remain  partakere  of  the  shame. 

Inspired  his  indignation,  so  that  he 

In  silence  passed,  nor  to  awost  me  eared  j 
Hence  for  his  fate  I  feel  more  sympathy." 

Thus  we  conversed  until  we  reached  the  height 
That  to  the  very  lowest  depth  would  show 
The  neighbouring  valley,  were  there  stronger  light. 

When  over  the  last  cloister  now  we  stood 
Of  Malebolge's  gloomy  circles,  so 
That  its  lay-brethren  m  the  pit  we  viewed. 

Discordant  lamentationa  bunt  around. 

Their  shoAa  with  pity  barbed — whence  I  my  hand 
XTpheld,  to  guard  mine  ears  against  the  sound. 

As  were  the  wailings,  if — when  autumn  reigns, 
Each  laiar  bouse  in  sad  Sardinia's  land. 
In  Valdichiana,  and  Maremma's  plains 

Into  one  trench  could  all  tbeir  suflerera  pour. 

Bach  here  was  heard ;  and  fumea  came  forth  as  rank, 
As  iseoe  &om  foul  wounds,  and  festerings  sore. 

By  the  long  cliff  we  made  our  downward  way, 
Still  be^u^  to  the  left  on  this  last  hank :' 
Then  more  distinctly  could  mine  eye  survey 

The  deep  abvss,  where  God's  high  minister, 
TTnemng  Justice,  punishes  the  mme. 
And  of  the  forgers  keeps  a  register. 

More  grievous  not,  I  deem,  the  sight  to  bear 


i 


£7.  Oeri  Tu  tke  ma  of  Bello,  brotlier  to  BpUindonf,  Dmot^i  fnai- 
btliflr.  SU  d«%hted  in  ttrUf,  and  tu  tiain  b;  on«  of  the  Buctwlti 
ramily.  Bii  deaili,  u  aeeuw,  vaa  at  ibai  liaie  unaven^red,  oontnur  to  lb* 
canom  of  those  days.  2i.  Brrlrandde  Born  :  Helag(ouito,ijiu  134. 

40.  The  monk!  of  this  last  ctoiatfr  are  Demoos.  48.  In  &vallc;  at 
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Of  in  JE^ma  fi^ble 


what  time 


TiuA  onry  animal  euiausted  foil,  (ll 

ITtTii  to  the  little  wona ;  wheo  (such  etrani^  tale 

Aa  thouji^b  'twetv  tch'  truth,  the  poets  tell) 
B^  wneA  of  ants  the  nation  was  renewnl ; — 

Thaa  waa  iut  Kirrow,  when  in  that  dark  Tale 

The  ahadn  I  aaw,  in  nuinerouH  piuvck  strewed. 
One  OS  another'a  brea«t— one  on  the  back  67 

Becunibent, — oao  all  fbure  endured  bis  pain. 

Slow  crawling  forward  o'er  the  ntoumiul  track. 
dtm  «fW  step  we  went,  nor  beld  debate, 

Bat  gaud  upon  tlte  aick,  who  all  in  vain 

BttoTB  their  enfeebled  fomis  to  elevate. 
I  n«  two  ait,  who  bock  to  back  were  put,  73 

Aa  pan  pnipt  i>an  while  heating  on  the  fire, 

With  loproua  Dlotcb  distaiued  from  bend  to  fix*. 
No  groom,  who  lonni  to  hie  him  to  bis  home, 

Or  haatcn*  to  fulfil  bia  lord's  desire. 

E'er  plied  m>  ni|udly  the  currjitimb, 
Am  okIi  arDund  hiui  plied  hia  nails  amain  ;  79 

So  flirioua  did  the  irritation  euem ; 

And  thia  tho  only  aid  they  could  ublain. 
Uma  the  parched  uin  they  drow  ulT  with  the  nail, 

PcB  m  a  knife  scrapea  off  the  coat  £com  brvom. 

Or  other  fiah  that  boors  a  larger  scalv. 
IWi  did  n;  Ktiidev  addrEMiiig  one,  begin :  85 

"  0  thou,  who  to  nliere  tlue  from  annoy, 

FiiMt  thy  nails  Uke  pinoert  in  tby  skin, 
TUl  me  if  any  Latian  soul  there  bo 

AmoDfi  the  uumbcn  hem  f — tn  thv  employ 

So  mar  tby  nails  ■uflu'v  etvntallv. 
"  We,  wnom  thou  itwat  thus  maogled,  from  tho  hmd      01 

Of  Tafitnn  came,"  eried  one  in  t«nce  of  grief; 

"  But  who  flit  thou  who  makiwt  the  demand  i" 
IfTonort  said:  "  Onn  am  I,  «ho  ili-xi-nd 

^Tq  guide  thi*  lining  miul  from  nvf  l«  nvf ; 

AjuT  «'en  through  hell  to  lead  him  1  intend." 
Tbm  ftarted  they  ssunder  at  the  word  ;  97 

And,  in  alami,  i^arb  trrmhling  turned  to  mti, 

Witfc  CPtbtn  who  the  ochoed  f  oico  had  hoard. 


Now  drew  the  gracious  master  to  mv  stde, 

And  whispered  :  "  Say  to  them  what  pteaaeth  thee.' 

I,  thua  bcginiiiug,  with  his  wish  complied  : 
"  ilay  TOUT  reraerabmnce  yet  ou  earth  survive, 

Tre^  in  the  thoughts  of  mea.  to  toht  content. 

Through  many  a  year  remaining  still  olive. 
As  ve  may  now  your  birth  and  race  declare  j 

>or  let  this  foul  dis^sting  punishment 

Detex  you  from  revealing  who  ye  were." 
"  I  from  At«zzo  came,"  one  straight  replied, 

"  Aad  was  by  Albero  of  Siena  burnt ; — 

Though  sent  not  here  for  that  for  which  I  died. 
"Tis  true  I  did  to  him  in  joke  profess  ] 

That  I  to  wing  my  fiignt  through  air  had  learnt :    i 

Yaat  were  his  wishes,  but  hie  wisdom  kea  ; 
To  leom  my  art  waa  therefore  his  deaire  ; 

Axtd  wnee  I  made  him  not  a  Dndalua, 

He  had  uie  burnt  by  his  reputed  airt. 
But  to  the  Liat  dread  chasm  of  all  the  tea 

Unerring  Slinos  doomed  me,  for  my  use 

Of  alchemy  while  living  among  men." 
Then  t-o  the  bard  I  aaid :  "  Xow  half  so  Tain 

Waa  ever  nation  as  these  Sienese  ? 

rjot  e'en  the  French  themselves  I  do  maintain." 
Whereat  the  other  leper  made  reply  :  j 

"Stricca  indeed  eicept*d — if  you  please,  ' 

Who  used  the  goods  of  life  so  tCTiiperately ; 
And  Nicholas — whose  art  first  miied  the  fruit 

Of  cloves,  prepared  as  a  rich  condiment, 

Plucked  irom  the  garden  where  the  plant  takefl  root : 
E\cepting  too  that  company  renowned, 

'ilongat  whom  hie  woods  and  vinoyarda  Caceia  spent ; 

And  Abbngliato  made  his  wit  resound. 
Would'at  learn  who  backs  thee  'gainst  the  Sieneoe  ? 

Sharpen  thy  sight  on  me,  that  a  reply 


109 


US 


121 


127 


133 


109.  Griffolino,  an  slchfniiBI  of  Arvtio,  pntenduig'  lo  tacb  Albrn, 
•an  pr  ■  Bisbap  or  Siima,  la  Sj,  ud  taSiag  in  his  promlH,  mi  ueucfll 
^him  of  hfi^  «   OKTomnneer,  and  Imrol  «lh-».  1S5.  One  of  k 

eompui;  of  prodipU  jouihi  in  Siena.  »ho.  with  Capcia  and  othm,  anld 
their  tatai«3,  built  a  pitlocv,  and  ruin«l  [henuvlTes  b;  Ibrir  eitma^iice. 
1^.  Inmical.     He  ia  uid  W  hsve  been  poor,  uid  to  bav*  coDtiibBted  fail 
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Mj  ftee  BMj  ffiie ;  wo  wbalt  thoa  knoir 
Cttoediio*!  ■naoe  now  itandB  before  thy  si^t^ 

Who  metab  could  tnumnute  bj  alchemj : 

And  thou,  if  I  ih j  fisitures  Mftn  wight» 
WQt  know  tfait  Nature's  pmctued  i^  am  L**  189 

CANTO  XXX 

▲BOtnCZlTT. 

^^mamgvUt  m piininlMd  lapotton  of  tuioos  Idiidi, CofaMiB  and 
CMoitcrfeiteri,  who  m  tflleled  with  borriblo  dtoetMi,  ftT«tia4drop- 
tkm.  Giuial8oMooki,8iMa,aad  AdMM;  botWMawlMMtduipUot 
a  sort  eonieal  dialofae. 

Whb5,  wroth  for  Semeie,  the  Theban  maid,  1 

Juno  poured  out  her  anger  on  the  Umd— 
Anger,  the  Qoddem  more  than  once  diaplayedr-* 

Such  desperate  phrenxj  Athamas  inflamed!. 
That  when  he  saw  his  wife,  in  either  hand 
Bctuing  a  child,  infuriate  he  exclaimed : 

"  Extend  the  nets,  that  at  the  passage  I  7 

May  si^ize  the  lioness  and  both  her  young." 
Th«^,  stretching  forth  his  pitiless  claws  on  hi^ 

He  seized  Learchus  ;  and  against  a  stone, 

Insensate^— dashed  him  ;  whfle  the  mother  sprung 
Dt*^  into  ocean  with  her  other  son. — 

Or  when,  bereft  of  her  imperial  sway,  18 

Troy,  once  all  daring,  was  in  ruin  hud, 
ller  king  and  kingdom  wholly  swept  away— 

The  wretched  Hecuha,  sad,  captire  queen, 
When  she  Polixena  a  corpse  surveyed. 
And  on  tho  margin  of  the  deep  had  seen 

Her  Pulydorus — mournful  interview ! —  19 

In  freruy  barked,  e'en  like  a  dog ; — so  grsal 
The  power  of  grief  her  reason  to  subdue. 

But  never  Furii^s,  whence  soe*er  they  came, 
Trojan,  or  Theban,  with  such  rancoroua  hate 
Tormented  beasts,  much  less  the  human  frame^— 

As  two  pale  naked  spirits  that  I  saw,  S6 

Who,  like  a  hoe  excluded  from  the  sty, 
Came  running  niriously  with  open  jaw. 

4.  8m  Ovid,  Met.  i?.  416— «S1 


I 


« 


On?  seized  Capocchio's  neck,  and  ivnt  him  sore 
With  fang  injiied  ;  then,  as  he  drew  him  by, 
Grated  his  body  oVr  the  rocky  floor. 

The  Aretuie,  all  trembling  with  nlami. 
Said  L  "  Gianni  Schiecm  ia  yon  goblin  fell. 
Who  roves  infuriate,  working  other's  harm." 

"  Oh,"  I  exclaimed,  "  may  ne'er  the  other  Bprit« 
Mangle  thy  back,  as  thou  grudge  not  to  tell 
WTiat  ifi  her  name,  ere  hurried  from  our  sight." 

Then  answered  be :  "  Know,  Mjrrha  is  her  name- 
That  wicked  one,  wbo  clieriabed  in  her  breast 
For  her  own  father  an  unhallowed  flame. 

She  came  to  perpetrate  her  deed  of  sin, 
Deceitfully  in  borrowed  raiment  dressed ; 
Like  him  departing  yonder ;  who,  to  win 

The  Lady  of  the  herd,  dared  represent 
Buoso  Donati.  and  upon  him  took 
To  sien  and  seal  a  forged  testament." 

"When  that  infuriate  pair  had  onward  passed. 
Whom  I  bad  scanned  with  such  an  eager  look, 
Towards  other  ill-bom  souls  mine  eves  I  cast. 

One  I  beheld  who  like  a  lute  waa  made,  19 

Had  but  the  groin  been  amputated  there  ^ 

Where  in  the  human  form  tne  fork's  displayed.        ^^k 

The  dropsy,  which  with  noxious  humours  cuaiged,       ^^H 
An  ill  proportion  makes  the  body  bear  ^^P 

Unto  the  face,  not  equaUy  enlarged,  ^^ 

Made  him  distend  both  lips ;— as,  parched  witbin,  55 

One  lip  the  hectic  raises  to  his  nose. 
Dropping  the  other  downward  to  the  chin. 

"  0  ye,"  he  soid,  "  who  free  from  punishment — 
(And  why  I  know  not)  — to  this  realm  of  woes 
Are  come. — behold,  and  be  your  ear  attent 

To  master  Adam's  miserable  strain. —  61 

S6.  Tbe  olchjiniM  mentiontd  id  the  lut  canio,  lioe  136.  31.  Sre 

lutesnto.  line   IU9.  3i.  See  lioe  49,  lie  42.  Gianni  Scbicchi 

wua  FlorenCioeof  the&milyof  C«Tiilcanti, — »agntt  k  moMier  iu  iha  art 
ofeotmlerfFitiiii;,  tluC  wbea  Baoto  Dauali  voa  OD  bit  d«tfa-b«d,  leaTJns 
bis  prnpcTlj  (o  chantiL's,  Giaaai  *&•  reiiueated  b;  the  khi,  siaoD  Do- 
nati, bis  iolimau  friend,  lo  prrsoQute  Ibe  df  ini;  man,  uid  irrile  ■  Till  in 
bii  hTour  ;  for  which  impartaDlsetricc  he  received  a  mMI  bcautifal  mare, 
"  the  ladj  of  Che  benl,''  tine  43.  CI.  Adaina  ou  >  Bteaeian,  bntnt 
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Wlirt  I  Jewred  on  earth,  I  compwaed    til; 

One  drop  of  water  now  I  cme  in  wn. 
Hie  lindeti^  wUdi  from  the  Tordant  IuDb 

Of  Caaentino  into  Amo  fidl. 

Cooling  the  f>i«<tM*l«  with  their  limpid  riUiy 
Bean  ahnja  in  m^  eight ;  nor  idly  ao, —  67 

For  their  fond  unage  more  driea  up  my  skin 

Than  all  the  torture  my  lean  featuiea  ihow. 
Stem  Juatiee,  racking  me  with  inward  throea— 

E*en  from  the  Tery  region  of  my  ain 

Oecaaion  takea  to  aggravate  my  woea : 
There  ia  Bomena,  where  the  coin  I  learnt  78 

To  fime,  that  John  the  Baptiat'a  image  bote ; 

For  which  ofienoe  my  earthly  frame  waa  burnt : 
But  ooold  the  aisht  of  Ghiido  jpeet  me  hero^ 

Or  Alexander^  ^^fP'^'*  aouf  once  more, 

Td  change  it  not  lor  Branda'a  fountain  dear. 
If  the  mad  pacing  apirita  do  not  err,  79 

One  ifl  e*en  now  this  darksome  pit  within ; 

But  fettered  thus, — alas !  how  can  I  stir  P 
Where  I  so  light  that  in  a  century, 

One  inch  of  progreaa  towards  him  I  could  win. 

Already  on  my  journey  should  I  be 
In  search  of  him  among  this  people  vile,  85 

Although  the  Tale  in  circuit  doth  embrace 

Eleven  miles, — in  T^-idth  is  half  a  mile. 
To  them  I  owe  this  cursed  society, 

Br  them  induced  to  stamp  the  florins  baae, 

3/ixed  with  three  carats  of  aUoy  :*'  thus  he.-» 
And  I  rejoined :  *'  Who  are  that  wretched  pair  91 

That  on  the  right  lie  smoking,  like  a  hand 

In  water  steeped,  and  then  exposed  in  air  f " 
**  Since  first  I  found  them  here,'  he  said  again, 

*"  When  down  I  fell  to  this  ill-fated  strand, 

They  ne'er  have  turned,  nor  wiU,  while  they  remain : 
One — the  false  dame  who  Joseph  dared  accuse ;  97 

Sinon  the  other — that  fidso  Greek  from  Troy : 

Their  burning  ferer  doth  this  steam  difiuse. 


fir  comtrrfi  itin}^  the  eoln  of  Florence,  at  Uie  inscifnition  of  Guido  Al^t* 
mmsitlro,  mad  .\;;l.mulfo,  coualo  of  Romcna.    See  line  76,  fce.  78.  The 

ftMAataiB  of  rtiimm. 


And  one  of  them,  who  at  tliid  title  nide 
Experienced  haply  Bomen  hut  of  annoy, 
Stnick  with  hie  &t  the  other's  stomach  crude, 

That  Bounded  like  a.  drum  i-— with  arm  uprcaied,  103 

Adam  returned  the  blow  upon  hie  tace. 
Which  no  lesa  hard  than  his  own  paunch  appeared ; — 

Exclaiming  i  "  Ha !  although  I  am  debarred 
Bj  these  unwieldy  limbs  from  change  of  place. 
Still  I'ye  an  ann  tor  my  defence  ppeparei" 

"  Kot  quite  BO  ready  was  it,"  he  rejoined,  109 

"  When  to  the  flames  they  bore  you  tightly  bound, 
Though  still  more  ready  waa  it  when  you  coined." 

He  with  the  dropsy :  "  Now  your  speecn  is  true  ; — 
But- not  BO  true  a  witness  were  you  found, 
When  of  the  truth  at  Troy  they  questioned  you." 

"  If  I  spake  false,  you  fiilaely  coined,''  replied  115 

Sinon, — "  and  here  for  but  one  fault  am  I, 
While  you  for  more  than  any  fiend  beside." 

"  Bemember,  perjured  one,  the  horse  at  Troy," 
Answered  the  spirit  of  the  atomach  high ; 
"  That  thou  art  guilty  knows  each  puny  boy." 


"  Proof  of  (Ay  guilt  thy  gaping  mouth  Bupplies," 
The  Glreek  retorted,  "  and  that  ample  fount 
Beared  by  thy  tumid  paunch  before  thine  eyes." 

The  coiner  then :  "  So  nina  your  tongue — ^the  eame 
To  utter  esQ  oa  'twas  ever  wont ; 
And  if  I  thirst,  and  moisture  swells  my  &une, 

Tour  head  is  racked  by  fever,  and  doth  ache ;  I 

Nor  preeaing  invitation  would  you  need 
Of  fond  Korcissus'  mirror  to  partake." 

Listening  I  stood  intent,  with  ul  my  mind. 
When  unto  me  the  master  said :  "  Take  lieed : 
To  quarrel  with  thee  am  I  much  inclined." 

When  I  perceived  him  speak  in  angry  strain,  ] 

I  turned  to  him  vdth  such  remorse,  I  de«ra 
My  mind  for  aye  the  impression  will  retain. 

And  like  to  one  who  dreams  of  miseries. 

Which,  as  he  dreams,  he  hopes  may  prove  a  dream. 
And  longs  for  that  which  all  the  time  is  his  ; — 

139.  KamisBua  fell  in  love  witb  bis  own  rEdeeliaD  io  vater. 
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So  I,  to  whom  m  tongno  its  nd  refbied,  189 

Ken  Irf  tlM  vuh  to  pdliste  what  I  had  dane^ 
Had  unawaroi  hit  own  oflficft  exciiied. 

Hj  master  aaid :  ^  lien  ahame  would  waA  awi^ 
A  fiv  moie  heiDooa  fiott  than  tibiae^  nj  ton ; 
Then  let  no  aorrow  en  tiby  ^lint  pnj* 

Conaider  I  am  alwaja  at  thy  nde,  145 

If  e'er  a^ain  ihoa  hafipem  to  be  placed 
Where,  m  like  atrife^  eadi  other  men  deride 

The  wiah  to  hear  them  marka  a  Tulgar  taate." 


CANTO   XXXL 


appiiiniliiiiR  th«  aiatfiaMa,  dMdtd  into  ter  immdi,  Dvli  tetlM  be 
M«  it  MUTovBdtd  bj  kAjf  towcffi.  Virgil  oadMeiYwhlfliv  and  infins 
kia  tbey  art  fiuua.  n imrod,  Ephfautea,  Briaieui.  Anteia  ttket 
both  tike  poets  in  bit  ■nUyUid  placet  them  ftttbt  bottom  of  the  drde. 

The  verjr  tongue  whoae  sharp  rebuke  had  djed  1 

My  either  cheek  with  shame  of  crimson  hue^ 

Itiielf,  nnaskfld,  a  remedy  supplied. 
Thus  have  I  heard  Achilles'  lanoe  possessed 

A  charmed  power,  as  erst  his  fatner's  too, 

Indicting  wounds  it  presently  redressed. 
Turning  our  backs  upon  the  vale  of  woe,  7 

3f  ounted  we  then  the  circumambient  height, 

In  silence  ksTing  the  abyss  below. 
Ilcfp  less  than  day,  and  less  thsn  nif^t  we  firand ; 

S«)  that  not  finr  could  I  extend  my  sight ; 

But  through  the  gloom  I  heard  a  horn  resound,— 
8urh  as  would  make  the  loudest  thunder  hoarse ;  18 

Wherrforc  I  turned  mine  eyes  to  whence  it  came, 

Puniuiiig  eagerly  its  awful  course. 
Not  -that  dt^structive  day  of  carnage  past, 

Wh<*Ti  CharlrauMnic  luul  lost  his  sacred  aim~- 

Sfundfd  Orlando  such  a  fearful  blast 


Vir;^!  hmd  rebuked  Dsnte  for  lieteninf  to  the  qomrrel  of  Adamo  and 
at  thread  of  the  laet  caalo.  17.    Le,  Hud  failed  in  hit 

ib^qvhie  ereintl  the  ffaiacena  at  ltonee«ra1lr«,  when  Orlando  blew  a  blent 
ith  hw  bom  vhirb  waa  heard  bjr  Charlemagne  four  miU<a  off.  See  note 
t  c«aio,  hue  ItfS. 
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ESFZBKO, 
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Thitber  not  long  had  I  upraisod  my  head, 
When  many  »  lofty  tower  I  »e«med  to  view  .- 
"  O  master,  what  new  land  is  this  P"  I  said. 

"  Athwart  the  diisky  air  so  long  the  way. 

Thy  aight,"  he  answered,  "  well  may  be  imtnie ; 
And  hence  imagination  leads  astray. 

Thou  wilt  discover,  if  thou  there  arrive, 

How  much  deceived  by  distance  is  the  sense ; 
Wherefore  to  gain  a  nearer  prospect  strive." 

Then  lovingly  he  took  me  by  the  hand, 

And  said  :  "  Ere  we  pursue  our  journey  hence — 
That  this  delusion  thou  majest  understand. 

Know — giants  these,  not  towers  that  meet  thine  eye : 
All  from  the  middle  downward  arc  immersed 
Within  the  pit,  around  the  bank  on  high." 

Aa  when  a  mist  dispersing,  melts  away. 
The  eye  by  slow  degrees  takes  in  what  first 
Concealed  within  the  lurid  vapour  lay ; 

Thus  as  I  pierced  the  murky  atmosphere, 
Advancing  nearer  towards  that  circling  bound. 
My  error  fled,  but  soon  was  changed  to  fear ; — 

For,  as  above  the  wall  that  guards  the  place, 
With  lofty  towers  is  Mont*reggion  crowned. 
So  was  the  bank,  which  doth  this  gulf  embrace. 

By  dreadfiil  giants  turreted  on  high ; 

Whose  persons,  half  exposed,  Jove's  fier?  dart 
Still  threatens,  when  he  thunders  throu^the  sky. 

Of  one  already  I  the  face  descried. 
The  shouldera,  breast,  and  of  the  paunch  a  part; 
And  both  the  arms  attached  on  either  side. 

Tfnture  forsooth  her  wariness  displayed 
In  discontinuing  monsters  such  as  these. 
To  rob  fierce  Mars  of  a  superfluous  aid  ; 

And  if  she  still  allows  her  realms  to  teem 

With  elephants  and  whales— who  clearly  sees 
Her  eounaela,  will  her  wisdom  more  esteem : 

For  when  the  noble  faculty  of  mind 
To  power  is  added,  and  to  ill  design. 
No  remedy  can  man  against  them  find. 


OaSTO  XXXI. 

Hia  tie*  u  long,  and  e'en  as  wide  methought, 
As  at  St.  Pet^r'a  u  the  braxen  pine ; 
And  in  propurtion  all  hia  limbs  were  wrought. 

And  tbu«  the  Dank,  which,  frtiin  the  waiat  below, 
Oirdled  him  round,  ao  much  above  left  Been, 
That  vaiulj  would  three  Frieslsnders  beatow 

^irir  pftius  to  reseh  hia  hair:  auch  waa  his  aiie, 
Tlial  thirtY  meaaured  palms  at  least,  I  ween, 
Appeared  Vlow  where  man  hie  mantle  ties. 

Fottn  issued  fiwm  the  aavaee  lips  a  try : 


"  Kuihefri  Buu  amech  itabi  aim ;' 
For  him' 


For  him  became  not  sweeter  harmony. 

To«nnl*  him  mv  guide ;  "  Inaensate  epirit — reat  i 

K(«p  to  thj  Dom ;  and  let  its  music  calm 

The  amrrr  passions  that  disturb  thv  brenat : 

Loah  on  thy  ncvk  ;  nnd  thnu  thr  ban'd  wilt  find 
Which  holds  it,  O  thou  fruiitic  one !— behold  I 
Around  thy  mighty  bn-aitt  it  is  entwined." 

To  me  be  said :  "  Huiiaelf  he  hath  aecuaed ; — 
Nimiod  is  this,  through  whoeo  ill  achtme  of  old 
One  common  language  was  no  longer  used. 

^taw  let  him  rrat,  nor  speak  to  him  in  vain  i 
For  nen  >•  he  con  no  one  undcretand, 
80  from  hia  tooffue  can  no  one  sense  obtain." 

Thta  bearins  to  tlie  left  we  onward  passed, 
Aai  fmmd  annthrr  still  more  fierce  and  grand. 
About  the  diatoiiiv  that  a  sling  could  cast. 

Who  had  the  itreu^h  this  eiant  huge  to  bind, 
'1  the  left  arm  was  in  sight 


CloM  pinionrd  in  the  front ;— the  right  behind, 
wiuR  diain,  that  from  the  un-k  artiiin<l 


Obi 

Hit  imper  parta  siuiiended,  lield  them  tight, 
Awl  in  timea  o'er  his  monstrous  budy  wound. 
"  In  conflict  with  dread  Jotv,  the  sovereign  lord, 
Tbia  haughty  nne  nmumed  to  try  hia  might," 
Esclaimcd  my  guide,  "  and  this  is  his  reward  : — 

H,  IV  Urf  btooM  fioM,  whieb  oao  _ 

MrfisDnM'illaM,  U«lHlfrr°"^l-'^*^*-*adbB««iii  ths  f«rdM4l 
~     *~  '  "  CS.  i. «.  (tundtiig  upon  ana  kaiMlMr.  M.  Ct 

i  bj  Ktmnid,  ■■  tlMUfb  Mill  eoBtauniti  by  d 
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Jarr*. 


His  name  Ephudtes :— when  the  giants  made 
The  gods  to  tremble,  great  was  he  in  fight ; 
Now  mores  he  not  the  orms  which  then  he  ewmyed." 

"  Much  could  I  wish,  O  master,"  I  eiclsim,  \ 

"  If  it  be  possible,  that  I  might  see  ■ 

Briareus'  huge  immeaaiirnble  frame."  V 

"  Tliou  shi^t  behold,"  he  gaid, '"  not  far  from  this, 
AnttBUS,  who  to  speak  and  move  is  free ; 
He  shall  transport  us  to  guilt's  last  abyss. 

Far  distant  is  the  one  thou  would' st  survev,  1' 

With  fetters  bound ;— like  him  thou  seest  witial, 
Though  more  ferocity  hia  looks  betray. 

No  earthquake  ever  shook  bo  forcibly, 
A  mighty  castle  tottering  to  its  ^, 
As  ^uhialtes  struggling  to  be  free." 

So  awful  ne'er  till  then  did  death  appear  ;  1 

And  had  the  chaina  I  saw,  not  checked  my  dread, 
Lil'e  would  have  fciled  me  through  excess  of  fear. 

We  then  proceeded  on  ;  and  presently 

We  reached  Antaeus,  who,  beeides  his  head. 
Five  ella  at  least  towered  o'er  the  canty. 

"  O  thou,  who  iu  that  memorable  field  J 

Wlierc  valiant  Scipio  won  a  deathless  name. 
And  Hannibal's  proud  host  was  forced  to  yield,       h 

A  thousand  lione  bore — thy  prize — away  ;  A 

And  by  whose  aid,  if  we  ma^  trust  to  fiune, 
Hadst  thou  thy  brethren  joined  in  the  afflay,  '' 

The  Bons  of  Eartt  had  gained  the  victory ; —  1: 

Bear  us  below,  where  icy  fetters  bind 
Cocytus'  stream ;  nor  our  request  deny. 

Lost  we  to  Tityns  or  to  Typhon  go : 
Sec  one  to  do  thy  bidding  well  inclined  ; 
Wherefore  curl  not  thy  lip,  but  bend  thee  low  ; 

On  earth  he  still  may  renovate  thy  fiune;  1 

For  yet  he  lives,  and  life  hatli  yet  in  store. 
Unless  hia  spirit  Grace  should  sooner  daim." 

Thus  spake  the  guide  : — him  seized  without  delay 

101.  Bwfltue  he  did  not  jnta  in  tbe  nr  ajraitin  [li 
1 15,  The  mllrj  of  ibe  Bojmtdn.  n»Br  Cunhage,  wLcr 
hia  prev  of  lions  in  a  cave,  and  tought  with  Uerculea. 


eurro  zxzi.  m 

The  ffioit  in  Us  n^glitj  bands,  of  yore 

By  Hercules  experienced  with  dismay. 
When  Virgil  felt  ms  grasp,  to  me  he  said :  183 

"  Come,  that  foj  anns  around  thee  I  may  twine ;" 

Then  of  himselr  and  me  one  group  he  made. 
At  Carisenda,  viewed  by  one  below. 

Seems,  when  a  cloud  flies  o'er  it,  to  incline 

In  opposite  direction ; — even  so 
To  me  appeared  Antaus,  as  I  stood  139 

In  wonder ;— and  so  fesHul  was  his  guise, 

I  eladly  would  have  gone  some  other  road. 
But  m  tlie  abyss  he  lightly  placed  us,  where 

With  Lucifer  the  tnutor  Judas  lies : 

Nor  long  inclining  thus  remained  he  there; 
But  roee,  as  from  the  deck  a  mast  doth  rise.  145 


CANTO   XXXII. 


AROUMENT. 


Tbe  Ninth  •nd  Uit  circle  it  divided  into  four  roundu,  of  which  two.  x\t, 
CftUM  wmI  AntMkora,  arr  here  mentioned.  In  a  laJie  of  ice  formed  by 
the  ttafnant  waten  of  C^ocytua,  are  fixed  the  sinners,  conaitrinir,  fint, 
of  traitors  to  their  kiudrvd,  and  secondly,  traitors  to  their  coon  try. 

Had  I  a  rhvmo  so  nif^^^od,  rough  and  hoarse,  1 

An  would  become  the  sorrowful  abyss, 

Hound  which  the  rookv  circles  wind  their  course 
Tht'H  with  a  more  appropriate  form  I  might 

Endow  my  vast  conceptions ; — wanting  this. 

Not  without  fear  I  bnng  myself  to  wnte. 
For  no  liglit  enterprise  it  is,  I  deem, 

To  represent  the  lowest  de])th  of  all; 

Nor  snould  a  childish  tongue  attempt  the  theme. 
But  mav  the  heavenly  Nine  their  aid  afford. 

By  vtliom  Amphion  reareil  Thebes'  lofty  wall ; 

So  that  mv  ^^ords  mav  with  the  fact  accord. 
IU-fat4*d  dwellers  in  this  sink  forlorn, 

Sur{)ai«siug  all  in  mi»er}'  and  woe, — 


1.16.  Hie  leaning  tower  at  Uolofpa,  which  has  an  inclination  of  sereo 
fecL 

K 


ling  said:        19 


Far  better  had  ye  alieep  or  goats  been  bonk 

Domi  in  tbe  gulf  of  durkoeiis,  black  aa  night. 
We  stood,  far  aunk  the  giants'  feet  below 
Upon  the  lofty  wall  etill  liied  my  sight  '■ 

When,  "  Heed  tny  steps,"  a  voice  of  nonung  said 
"  And  cautiously  proL-eed,  !eat,  as  you  pass. 
On  our  unhappy  brethren's  heads  you  tread." 

Wherefore  1  turned  around,  and  saw  before 
And  underneath  my  feet  a  lake  like  glass ; 
For  not  of  ice  the  sembhuice  that  it  bore. 

Not  Austrian  Danube,  in  the  winter  driven 
By  bitter  n-inda,  so  thick  a  crust  doth  wear  ; 
Nor  Tanais  chilled  beneath  the  inclement  heaven  i. 

Por  Tambemicchi  falling  down  below, 
Or  Pietrepana  hurled  in  ruin  there, 
Had  not  e'en  cracked  its  mai^  with  the  blow. 

As  elands  a  fix^ — his  mouth  above  the  stream — 
Croaking — in  summer,  when  the  village  maid 
(Her  bbour  o'er)  doth  oft  of  gleaning  dream ; 

So,  wedged  in  ice,  the  wretched  souls  are  bound  ; — 
A  livid  hue  their  haggard  looks  betrayed  : 
Like  storks,  their  teeth  sent  forth  a  chattering  sound 

Downcast  their  looks  ; — how  pinching  was  the  cold 
Their  mouths  bore  ample  proof ;  and  from  ea<4  cj»i 
Might  the  dire  anguish  of  their  hearts  be  told.         "" 

When  I  awhile  had  turned  mv  sight  around. 
Two  shades  I  saw  in  such  close  company. 
Their  very  locks  together  fast  were  bound. 

"  0  ye  united  breast  to  breast,"  I  said, 

"  Tell  who  ye  are :" — whereat  the  n£>ck  they  bent 
And  when  on  me  their  looks  were  rivet^l, — 

Their  eyes,  late  moistened  with  the  liquid  texr, 
O'erflowed  the  lids :  then  did  the  frost  cement 
The  filling  drops,  and  so  detain  them  there. 

Ne'er  plank  to  plank  could  iron  cramp  unite 

So  closely ; — -like  two  mountain  goata  they  plied. 
Smiting  each  other  from  eicess  of  spite. 

And  one,  wb-i  from  intensity  of  cold 
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S3.  Cinucion  de'  I'm; 
Viletliao. 
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Htd  lort  both  pan,  hui  bee  still  Etooping,  cried; 

"  a^,  wh«vf(iro  ur>  ho  ciirneotiy  behold  'f 
Who  M*  thosty  two,  if  thoii  desire  to  boow, —  5 

Tlwy  mod  their  fatlit'r  Albert  owned  the  glade 

Through  whieh  Biseiuio'e  munnuriog  waiters  flow. 
One  motlipr  hon-  them  hoth ;  —thou  mayest  eiplore 

Clin*  ihrouKh,  nor  tui^et  a  single  shade, 

Wlto,  filed  in  iey  bonds,  deserves  them  more ; 
Jlot  hint,  whnse  breast  and  shadow  at  one  blow  6 

Wn«  pierced  bj  Arthur's  h&nd  ;  nor  yet  the  knight 

FbeCMcift ;  nor  even  he,  whose  bead  doth  oo 
Obatmct  Bf  Tinon  that  I  cannot  see ; 

And  SaiBol  Uaadwroni  wu  he  hight : 

If  tliou  ait  Tuamn,  he  ia  known  to  thee. 
And  that  thou  maycvt  not  urge  me  more  to  say,  6 

Ktuiw  that  t'aiiiiinnn  Pazii  is  my  name, 

Whn  wnitD  till  Carlin  wine  bli  ^ilt  away." 
Thro  Mw  I  thousatid  taeea  Dlue  with  cold ; 

e  oomn  a  deadly  shiver  o'er  my  frame, 

ch  icy  ahiOowB  1  behold. 

VUb  towird  the  ocntn  we  were  journeying  still,  7 

Tb  wUcli  kII  bodiea  natiually  tend, 

And  I  waa  trembling  in  the  eternal  ehill ; 
Vhrthi-r  impelled  by  fate,  desire,  or  luck, 

I  know  Qol, — but,  tm  'mid  their  heads  I  wend, 

TW'  face  of  one  my  foot  seterely  struck. 
"WtBpag,  he  cried :  "  Wherefore  thus  crush  my  hmd  t 

UUM  you  mean  thn  tenccaora  to  improTo  80  ' 

OTMoiUaperti— why  so  invcly  treadP 

H.  n*  ■SOS  af  AlhCTto  Albtftl.  quamlUoir  aboai  Owli  palnmanj, 
lO^  (adi  albo  la  ^agi*  eombai. Tlwj pOMmid  thu  Tille; of  Faltrnna, 
AoMikaHvaitoBainiatDilM  Arna  atmt  flaraiec.  AD.  Tha  in* 

fWKTlkkslnlaMkMltiBHMfraDOiia.  61.  Kinc  Arthur.  dl»- 

*<  »>■  tnltmvm  blMUoBa  etbmwa  Manlwc  i  pjerecJ  him  with  hU 

iMaa  m  aadi  •  Baaatf  rhat,  BoaofdlBf  W  tb«  nmauct  of  LaDnciloi.  tba 
mm  itiH*  threagh  du  woaniL  03.  FooosMda  de'  Cusrllirrl,  a 

HMMa,  cat  «ff  lb*  hand  sf  hh  eBiinfa,  aad  nurdcrad  hi*  uaole  ;  atifsa 
flM  hMiana  of  Os  HwC  aad  DkaoU  took  Uwlr  rtM  In  PbMa. 
M  f.  *.  •■  tTaliB  7«  ooow  to  add  M  dM  SBftriivi  I  an  todnilnl  for  vtf 
MM*«f7."  Beoad^  Abbatlii(h>iptak*r.vlu>,haTiB|[twncorTB|ilMl 
^  Otf  nkiWUaM,  M  off  Um  bad  of  tb«  Kandwd  bMm  at  tba  nnnnmfv- 
iHM  or  lb*  kaula,  aad  by  ttM  noftatnt  whkti  oMOfd,  bd  U  tb*  tarriU* 
««aariHewUalllaarApM1L    Sat  oaala  X.  W. 

K  a 
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Then  I:  "  0  nuattr,  let  me  here  remiiin. 

That  by  his  means  my  douhta  I  may  remove  ; 

No  longer  then  will  I  thy  steps  detain." 
The  maater  stopped  :  whereat  to  him  I  cried 

"Who  still  was  curting  loudly  : — "  What,  I  pny, 

Art  thou,  that  others  doet  so  freely  chide  T" 
"  Nav,  who  art  tbou,"  he  answered  me  again, 
^  "  Through  Antenora  causing  Huch  digmay  ? — 

Wert  thou  alive  I  would  not  this  sustain." 
"  Alive  I  am; — and  if  thou  wiah  for  fame," 

I  answered,  "  it  perhaps  may  give  thee  joy 

'Mid  other  worthies  to  insert  thy  name." 
"  Quite  the  reverse  what  I  desire,'  aaid  he ; 

"  So  prithee  henee,  nor  cause  me  more  annoy  ; 

111  know'st  thou  here  the  art  of  flattery." 
Then  did  I  seize  him  hy  the  scalp,  and  said : 

"  Now  it  behoves  thee  to  declare  thy  name. 

Or  not  a  hair  I'll  leave  upon  thy  head." 
And  he  to  me  :  "  Then  strip  me  of  my  hair : — ■ 

I  ne'er  will  teU,  or  show  thee  who  I  am. 

Although  a  thousand  times  my  scalp  thou  tear." 
Already  in  my  bond  his  locks  were  bound. 

And  moTQ  than  one  of  them  were  gathered ; — he 

Barking  the  while — his  eyea  upon  the  ground ; 
When  cried  another :  "  Bocea,  tuct  thou  sane  ? 

Sound  not  thy  chattering  teeth  sufficiently, 

But  thou  must  hark  ?   what  devil  gives  thee  pain  P 
"  Traitor  accurst,  be  silent !" — ^I  exclaim ;  lie 

"  For  know — that  bock  to  earth  of  thee  I'll  bear 

A  true  account,  to  thy  eternal  shame." 
"  Begone !"  he  cried,  "  and  tell  what  tales  you  please  ; 

But  hence  if  you  e«cape,  his  name  declare^ 

Whose  tongue  hut  lately  ran  with  so  moch  ease. 
Hero  he  bewails  the  bribe  of  Frenchmen's  gold.  1  !g 

'  Him  of  Duera,'  mayesrt  thou  say,  '  I  viewed, 

89.  Tlii*  diTiiino  it  ao  caiUnl  trma  Anitmm,  vbo,  wHianliiij^  u  O'letji 
CreteKi,  belnrvd  Tnj  (o  tbe  Grnkc  106.  Sm  DoCe,  litw  80 

I  IB.  "  Bbomd  da  Dum,  of  CmDonn,  bribed  by  Cbarlei  of  Anjoo,  a-O 
1 S65.  to  miTeDder  a,  paw  eotriuted  to  him  bf  the  Ghibelino,  at  whidi  ib< 
ftofltoICtaaoiu-wtitaoaiMgtd  that  tfacj  Bxtirpatni  Ibeabole  EunilT.' 
VOIwii  vii.  4. 
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OAHTO  mil.  183 

WiMre  ifaineni  ttuid  enshriiied  in  icy  ookL* 

What  othen  sojoam  there,  if  aaked  to  tell^ 
Him  of  Beodina,  at  thy  nde,  include, 
On  whom  the  arensing  steel  of  Florence  £all : 

Gianni  Soldanier,  he  beyond  ia  hight,—  121 

There  Oanellon  and  Tribaldello,  who 
Betrayed  Fwrnza^a  walls  at  dead  of  night" 

Him  having  left,  two  spirits  did  I  see 
So  froaen  in  one  hole,  that,  to  my  yiew, 
One*s  head  the  other's  cowl  appoued  to  be : 

And  like  a  famished  man  deyoonng  bread,—  127 

Thus,  where  the  brain  doth  with  the  spine  umte^ 
The  u|^wr  one  upon  the  under  fed. 

Not  othenrise  did  Tydens  in  disdain 
Gnaw  Menalippua'  scalp,  than,  through  despite^ 
He  drove  his  toeth  into  the  skidl  and  Drain. 

«  O  thou,"  I  said,  "  who  show'st  thy  brutal  hate         183 
Bv  such  unheard  of  si^  of  cruelty, — 
Tde  reason  why,  on  this  condition  state ; 

That  if  with  justice  thou  such  malice  bear, — 
Learning  thy  name,  and  his  driinquency, 
To  earth  returned,  I  majr  thy  wrongs  declare ; 

XTnless  the  tongue  ^ith  which  I  speak  be  dry."  139 

CANTO   XXXIII. 

AROrifEVT. 
Covnt  UitoliDo  reUtet  the  cnitl  mtnner  in  which  he  snd  hif  mm  were 


ftanred  to  dMth  in  the  tower  tt  Pim,  hj  the  oommand  of  the  Archbiibop 
Roffieri.  In  the  third  round  of  thii  ninth  eirole,  called  Ptolomca,  are 
ponkbed  tbow  who  haTe  betrmjed  their  friende.    Friar  Albcorigo,  Ice. 

His  mouth  uplifting  from  the  fell  renast,  I 

That  vengeful  sinner  wiped  it  on  the  hair 


119.  An  Ahbot  of  VnUombroea,  beheaded  for  treaehery.  122.  Ga- 

BtOott,  or  Oano,  wae  the  traitor  who  at  RonoMTallei  prevented  Charle- 
■afnf  goiaf  to  awiet  Orlando,  whoee  bom  he  heard.  See  note,  latt  canto, 
bM  17.  Tribaldello  de^  Manfredi  betrayed  the  city  of  Fkenxa  dorin^  the 
aifbt,  to  the  Preneh.  ISO.  Tydena,  bein^  mortally  wounded  at  the 

iiere  of  Tbebee,  is  aaid  to  have  that  exeruieed  his  revenge  opoo  the  head 
efhkeaeay.    6ee  Btatiaa,  Theb.  yiiL  740. 

1.  AttbeendofthehMteantoOine  124)  twotpirita  wereieenfrounin 
me  bole  -the  one  gnawinif  the  other't  akuIL  Dante  aeki  the  motiTct  of 
tlua  fleroe  enmity :  and  with  hie  reply  the  oanto  opena. 


Tom  from  that  head  all  gnawed  beliind : — at  1»t 

He  thus  began ;  "  Thou  bidst  me  to  renew 
A  grief  that  overwhetma  me  with  despair. 
E'en  at  tbe  thought,  ere  i  the  tale  pursue. 

But  if  my  words  may,  hoplyi  prove  the  seed. 
Whence  infamy  afioll  apring  to  him  I  rend. 
Then  will  I  speak,  though  team  my  Toice  impede. 

I  know  not  who  tbou  art,  nor  can  divine 

How  to  this  nether  world  thou  didat  descend ; 
But  from  thy  speech  I  judge  thee  llorentine. 

Enow  then— Count  TJgolino  was  my  name ; 
Archbishop  Huggier  this  :  now  will  I  say 
Why  Buch  close  fellowship  with  him  I  claim. — 

How  by  his  treacherous  designs  it  fell. 
That,  trusting  in  bim,  I  was  borne  away. 
And  put  to  death— there  is  no  need  to  tell : 

But  that  which  cannot  have  been  heard  by  thco    ' 
How  cruel  was  my  death — ^wili  I  relate ; 
Then  ehalt  thou  know  if  he  hath  injured  me. 

Through  a  email  loophole  in  that  dismal  cell. 
The  '  cell  of  hunger'  called  from  my  »ad  fate, 
(And  where  some  other  yet  \a  doomed  to  dwell) 

Full  many  moons  had  abed  their  broken  light. 
When  o'er  me  came  that  evil-omened  sleep. 
Which  ail  unveiled  tbe  future  to  my  sight. 

This  traitor  seemed,  as  huntsman,  to  pursue 
Tbe  He-wolf  and  his  young  ones  to  that  steep 
Which  shuts  out  Lucca  from  the  Hsan's  view. 

Lean  hounds,  well  trained,  and  eager  for  the  cbaa^-    81 
The  Gualands,  with  the  Sismonos  and  I^nfr&oca, — 
Before  him  be  let  slip. — In  little  space 

13.  Count  Cgolino  detla  Gherardewa,  cbiefof  tbe  Gaetfi  in  Rb,  I17  t 
srhes  of  tieuon*  bad  mide  himself  rauln-  of  Ibat  ciij.  Sng^ri  d^^ 
Ubddini,  Archbiihop  of  that  lUie,  and  cbief  of  Ihe  Ghibelitin,  bj  umOai 
meani,  bod  ruhird  the  Count ;  and  faHving  •eiud  bim  iritli  fiiur  of  hi* 
childnn  or  pruidcbildren.  Iffi  tbrm  to  perUh  bv  bmine  in  pHn. 
26.  Count  Ugolino,  after  bein^  impruoned  wreral  monUu,  shs  in  a  dtsm 
hi*  comiog  fate  liirvahadowed.  The  Arobbiihop  ("  ihii  mitor')  upnra 
Biabunlaman  ponuinfr  him  to  Mount  Juliano.  brtwefn  Lucca  and  PtH. 
£9.  Count  UgvUoo  ia  called  a  irolT,  a>  being  »  Guelf.  31.  71m 

GhibdiuM,  hit  puniien,  sdhereDCs  of  tbe  Arcbbiabop,  are  deacribed  aa 


« 
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The  fiither  and  bii  loni,  m  thoa^  fciBtpeiit»^ 
Lagsed  in  the  ooune ;  and  then  their  heafing  ftmka 
M^hought  by  those  infuriate  tuaks  were  rent. 

When  I  awoke,  ere  mom  its  rajs  had  shed*  87 

I  heard  my  aona,  who  with  me  were  confined* 
8ob  in  their  slumben,  and  cry  out  for  bread. 

Full  cruel  art  thou,  if  thou  canat  conceiye 
Without  a  tear  what  then  came  o*er  my  mind ! 
And  if  thou  crieTe  not,  what  can  make  thee  grieye  P 

They  were  awi£e ;  and  now  the  hour  drew  near,  43 

\Vliioh  had  been  wont  to  brine  their  scant  repast ; 
And  t>ach  was  pondering  o'er  his  dream  of  fear,— 

When  from  within  the  drntdful  tower  I  heard 
The  entrance  underneath  with  nails  made  fiwt  !— 
I  gazed  upon  my  boys— nor  spake  a  word. 

I  wept  uot,  for  my  heart  was  turned  to  stone ;—  49 

>Iv  chil(ln»u  wept ;— and  little  Ansolm  cried  : 
'  ^'hai  ails  thee.  Father  ?  strange  thy  looks  are  grown.' 

Yet  Htill  1  wept  not — still  made  no  reply 

Tlinmghout  that  da^\  and  all  the  night  beside, 
Uutil  another  sun  bt  up  the  sky. 

But,  when  a  faint  and  broken  ray  was  thrown  55 

Within  that  ditiinal  dun^H>n,  and  I  viewed 
In  their  four  look  a  the  image  of  my  own, — 

TIh'u  both  my  liandu  through  anguish  did  I  bite; 
And  they,  tiunpuKing  that  from  want  of  food 
I  did  M>— Huaden  rained  tbt^miii'lves  upright. 

And  itaid :  '  O  Father,  leiM  will  be  our  pain,  61 

If  thou  wilt  fc*<Hl  on  us :  thou  gav'nt  us  birth  ;— 
Ik*  thine  to  take  this  wretched  flesh  again.' 

Th«*n  was  I  calm,  lest  they  the  more  should  griere. 
Two  davH  we  all  were  silent. — Cruel  earth, 
(>  whert*fore  did^  thou  not  beneath  us  cleave  P 

To  tlie  fourth  dav  had  bi^n  prolonged  our  woe,  67 

When  at  my  ft*et  sank  Gaddo  on  the  floor, 
Having  :   •  O  Father  ;  why  no  aid  beHtow  P' 

Ho  (fieil ; — and,  m  diittiuct  at*  here  I  stand, 
I  Httw  the  three  fall  one  by  one,  before 


47.  Th«  wuni  **  chuiT»re,**  in  thr  Pmndiao  (canto  six.  105),  it  uicd  tm 
cspreM  the  naiUnf  our  Saviour  to  tbo  croM. 
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The  mxih  day  closed  ;— then,  groping  whh  my  h 
I  sought  each  ■wretched  coree,  fur  n^t  had  failed  ; 

Two  dajs  I  call^  on  tluMe  icho  were  do  more ; 

Then  hunger — stronger  e'en  than  grief— prevaik 
This  said— aakance  hia  veogeful  eves  were  tnrown. 

And  with  hie  teeth  the  skull  again  he  tore. 

Fierce  as  adog  t«  gnaw  the  very  boiie- 
Ah  Pisa  I  the  disgrace  of  that  fair  land 

Where  "  A"  is  spoken ;  einci 

Take  vengeance  on  the«  with 
To  dftm  the  mouth  of  Aroo's  rolling  tide, 

Caprm'a  and  Gorgcma,  raiee  a  mound. 

That  all  mav  pcriish  in  the  waters  wide! 
Thou  modem  ^Thebes  !  what, though,  astame  hath  said. 

Count  TJgolino  did  thy  forts  betray, — 

His  sons  deserved  not  punishment  so  dread. 
Brigata,  Uguccton,  imd  that  sad  pair 

My  Bong  hath  told  of— innocent  were  they; 

Their  tender  veare  should  have  incUned  to  spAre. 
"We  then  arrived,  »  we  puraued  our  track. 

Where  bonds  of  ice  confine  another  class. 

Not  looking  down,  but  stretched  upon  the  back: 
Their  rery  tears  forttid  their  tears  to  flow ; 

And  griel^  unable  through  their  eyes  to  pass. 

Turns  itself  inward  to  incTease  their  woe. 
Forming  a  cluster,  the  first  tears  unite. 

Which  thus,  like  crystal  vizors  to  behold. 

Pill  ftU  the  cup  that  holds  the  ball  of  sight. 
And  though,  like  one  to  all  impressions  dead. 

And  coUouH  grown,  I  was  benumbed  with  cold. 

So  that  sensation  from  my  &ce  hod  fled, — 
Still  as  it  seemed  to  me,  some  vrind  prevailed ; 

Whereat  I  said,  "  O  maatei",  whence  this  wind  ? 

Melhoughl,  at  such  a  depth  all  vapour  failed." 
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B8.  Tira 


83.  Piia  ia  likened  to  Thebes  fiDm  iba  cnielUn  of  aiiioh 
it  vu  Ihe  acene.  flS.  BrigaU  and  Ufrucckm  art  Ibe  two  obildiBi 

wbo,  boida  Aiudm  tad  Gaddco,  xm  Mured  U)  deUb  viih  UgoUno. 
IDS.  Ai  wind*  are  cmiafd  by  tbe  sun,  DasU  ii  mirprued  Ihit  in  ibia  sun- 
leM  abyii.  any  winda  should  pre^'ail ;  and  is  totd  tbat  b«  nil  Moo  find 
that  Uw  aiiHl  is  oauMd  b;  Luciliir's  wia^. 
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**  Soon  shall  we  be,"  lie  answeied,  **  where  thine  eye 

The  reflflon  of  this  cutting  blast  shall  find. 

And  of  itself  afford  thee  a  replj." 
Then  one,  his  grief  in  firocen  crust  confined,  109 

Exclaimed :  **  O  souls,  so  cruel  though  yon  be, 

Since  to  the  lowest  place  ye  are  assimed, 
Baise  fitun  mj  face  the  rigia  Teil  I  fSs^ 

That  I  maj  Tent  in  tears  mj  agonj 

A  moment*8  space,  ere  thej  again  congeal.'* 
Then  I :  **  If  thou  would'st  bid  my  heart  reknt,  115 

Say  who  thou  art— and,  if  denied  thy  suit^ 

Down  to  the  lowest  ice  may  I  be  sent." 
**  Friar  Albivigo  is  m^  name,    he  said, 

"  Who  from  the  enl  garden  plucked  thefiruit; 

And  here  my  fig  is  with  a  date  repaid." 
«*  What !  art  thou  numbered  with  the  dead  ?"  I  cried. 

*'  Huw  on  the  earth  above  my  body  fares —  122 

Tliat  knowledge  1  possess  not,"  he  replied; 
"  For  m>uU  oft  hither  come,  by  yengeance  driyen, 

(Siirh  privilege  this  Ptolomea  shores) 

Krv  Atropos  the  fatal  stroke  hath  given : 
And  that  ntore  gladly  thou  mayst  ^ipe  away  127 

The  crystal  tears  congealed  upon  my  face. 

Know — (k)un  as  doth  the  soul,  like  mine,  betray, 
It0  body  by  a  demon  is  possessed, 

By  whom  *tis  j^ovemed,  till  it  fill  the  space 

On  earth  allott^Kl  to  its  course  unhlest. 
The  s^iul  df'mrendit  to  such  a  cistern  here  ;  133 

And  Ktill  iMTlmps  on  earth  the  body's  seen 

Of  th(*  Had  shade  which  winU*rs  in  my  rear. 
If  lately  thou  camest  hither,  thou  must  know, 


110.  Viiyil  and  Dbau  ftre  Uken  for  •piritii  proceedinfr  to  punuhmeiit 
in  Uir  DcttK-rniust  tbvM.  11 S.  Albehgo  d«  Maufntli  of  Pamia, 

Irifaifi^T  •  «i»h  to  bf  recoDcilrd  to  tome  of  hi*  brotlMrH»ood,  the  Fnti 
Gswlcnti,  invited  thtm  to  •  banquet.  At  the  conclusion,  he  calW  ibr  the 
fnut,  which  WBA  thtr  sijmAl  for  ■utenine  to  nwh  in  and  murder  hie  g^etti. 
Hence  oxie  w1m>  had  been  itabbed  wan  proverbially  uid  to  hare  taiited 
Pnar  Alberifro't  fruit.     The  **  ill  fa'*^'*^''  **  I^nn.  136.  The  eoula 

«f  three  traiton  are  eupyuatd  to  be  precipitated  into  hell  the  moment  their 
tiyatbft/  is  cummitfed,  aad  their  bodiea  to  be  nimultaneouelj  poMeeeed  by 
a  dcTil,  who  inhabits  them  durinf  tbt  remainder  of  tludr  uaturil  lifr. 


B I  guesB, 


He  is  Ser  Bmnpa  D'Oria  whom  I  mean;— 

For  manyyeara  hath  he  been  here  below." 
Then  1 ;  "  Thou  fain  would'at  dupe  Tt 

For  Bnmca  D'Oria  Burelv  is  not  dead. 

But  eats,  and  drinks,  anil  Bleeps,  and  dons  his  dress." 
"  Ere  to  the  trench  above  of  M^ebmnche, 

Where  ever  boQs  the  adhesive  pitch,"  he  said, 

"  Hju)  yet  arrived  the  hapless  Michael  Zanche, 
This  D'Oria'a  form  a  devil  did  assume  ;  1^ 

His  kinsmim  too — leagued  in  the  treachei 

Participated  in  hia  wretched  doom. 
But  come — extend  thy  hand  thia  way  to  me ; 

Open  my  eyes." — Hia  eyes  I  opened  not ; 

Rudenesa  to  him  were  fairest  courtesy. 
Ah  Genoese,  of  every  grace  devoid ! 

So  fiill  of  all  maievofeuce  and  guile. 

Why  are  ye  not  at  one  feU  swoop  destroyed  P 
For  with  Bomagna's  spirit  most  accurst 

A  countrvman  of  your's  I  found — so  vile. 

That  in  Cocytus  is  hia  soul  immersed. 
Although  his  body  roams  on  earth  the  while. 


^L  Chnrcb  i 

H  added  "  i 

^1  »ppe«i-. 


CANTO    XXXIV. 

ABGniEST. 

Deaoiiptfani  of  Lwiifsr,  luiToundcd  «l(h  iee  in  the  veij  oenin  of  the 

earth,  or  lowvat  depth   of  hell. — The  traitor  Judu  leciriot,  Brotia, 

Cusiuiu — Paaajug  the  centre,  the  poeM  ueeud  to  the  other  bemwpten, 

■nd  ■giio  otnain  ft  ogbt  of  the  ttan. 

"  liO,  come  the  banners  of  the  king  of  hell!"  1 

My  master  said;  "  then  forward  stretch  thine  eye, 
And,  if  thou  canst — behold  the  monarch  fell." 

Like  to  a  windmill,  in  the  distance  seen 

1S7.  One  of  the  celebrated  JnmilT  of  the  Doria  in  QflDOb. — He  intir- 
dpred  bii  bther-in-lnv,  Michael  Zaoche  (mentioned  unto  zxij.  68).  in 
order  loobnin  hid  poueggioni.  1 13.  See  oulo  izL  7.  IM.  With 

the  Priu-  AlberigD. 

I.  Thialine  ii  >  paiod;  oo  the  fint  veneof  ■  Latin  hTmn.nin^bf  the 
Chnrcb  in  pni»  of  the  CroM,  "  YeiiUi  re^  prodviml," — Dante  haTio; 
added  "  infemi,"  In  order  lo  appljr  it  to  the  "  king  of  bell,"  now  aboot  lo 


Whirling  alwmt,  yiiu^n  tiittht  PDwraps  tUe  skj-, 
Ih-  dctLM>  and  murky  Ta|)oiir»  int*rveue  ;— 
"■  UL-h  WW  Uie  rtniclure  I  now  nt-niMl  to  new  : 
VTbemt  lo  hIiuii  tlie  blast,  behiiu]  my  guide, 
For  wmnt  of  oUut  Bheltcr,  I  withdrpw. 
^*^aw  cwno  we— and  1  pen  the  verse  with  fear— 
Whtve  all  the  sUxlea  tMnntth  the  &uien  tide 
Tntwparcnt  ahone,  like  straws  in  ciyrtal  clear. 
**«)«ar  pruatnte — otlim  upright  I  observed, 
One  on  bia  bead,  and  one  upon  hi«  feet ; 
Anotbcr't  figurv  like  n  Ixjw  was  curred. 
"^AThm  wn  had  made  nucb  ytroei^nt  on  our  war, 
TiiML  to  my  kiud  matruitff  it  »c<-med  meet, 
T^  Crwature.  onw  ao  beouleous,  to  display  ; — 
Btaodiiif!  awiii-,  he  made  m«  holt, — and  cHl-cI  t 

•■  S™-  Ills  Ix-'hoia !  — Iw  (hiiie,  in  this  dread  spot 
A  hrnn  <if  Erniest  i!OiirB((v  to  proride." 
Ilriw  biarw  anil  icy  cold  I  then  uecame — ■ 
Dmiaad  not,  reader,  since  1  write  it  not ; 
For  all  dcwriplion  would  be  weak  and  tam^. 
]  <iird  not .— niir  wna  Ule  within  me  left ;  £5 

Intaj^ipe  then,  ifCmcy  tbou  poaseas, 
pmaX  I  b«Gtm«,  of  TTthrr  slatv  tM-ieft. 
Oto  ice  upreared  hia  Itual  on  liigb 
The  HoubkIi  of  tbat  rop'oTi  of  dietrras ; 
A  nearer  to  a  giant'a  Wight  am  I, 
to  hia  anai  am  gianta : — nvw  cuinpnt«;  81 

rw  Ta*t  in  mafpiitude  the  whole  muat  bo, 
Vliidi  to  a  portion  ao  immwue  could  auit. 
W  w«T  beftBtdou*  onrc,  ea  now  debasMl, — 
Yet  in  hia  pride  tmugnaaed  his  Sitv'a  decn«, 
Well  naj  all  eril  unto  him  be  lived. 
O  what  a  pnAigj  be  soemed,  to  ticw !  87 

Fur  on  hi*  head  three  bcca  were  uprcand ; 
Tim  one  in  trout  of  a  fcsniUan  hue : 
The  other  two,  above  ewdi  dioulder  blade, 

Atipmdan4li7a*aappfa>(«(LDi!tbi'a«lap.  awllD«M. 

- 'itta.-flOM  u  aatrd  Bnicbli  bna  odlad  Dk.    Sm 

••  Bow  art  Iboa  bOa  tnm  hniTM.  0  Uoibr,  Saa  of 

-"—--a  bitro««fai4e>BtoBd,Mtkaitteaftbs 


TTnited  elosely  to  the  first  appeared ; 
And  at  the  crcst  al]  three  a  iunction  mflde. 

Somewhat  'twixt  white  and  veUow  was  the  right  [  i 

The  left,  to  look  at,  waa  Lke  tho«e  who  dwell  ■ 

Where  Nile  deeecads  from  Ethiopi&'s  heighL  ^i 

Two  mighty  wings  extended  under  each,  H 

Whien  to  a  bird  so  monstrous  suited  wall ;  ^ 

iior  e'er  beheld  I  sails  sueh  distance  reach. 

Pluniee  bad  they  none ;  but  in  their  t«iture  they  4 

Were  like  a  bat's  ;  which,  flexible  and  thin. 
Produced  three  winds  by  their  incessant  play, 

And  froze  Coi'ytus'  lowest  depth  profound. 
The  six  eyes  wept ;  and  o'er  his  triple  chin 
The  tears  and  bloody  foam  poured  uist  around. 

At  every  mouth  hie  teeth  a  mnner  tore,  I 

E'en  like  a  mill ;  so  that  within  his  jsw^  I 

Were  three  of  them  at  once  tormented  sore.  ■ 

To  him  ill  front,  this  crufihing  was  but  play,  fl 

Compared  with  what  he  siSered  from  the  dawB,       1 
Which  frwm  hia  back  oft  tore  the  skin  away. 

"  That  one  above,"  to  me  the  master  sud,  ( 

"  la  Traitor  Judaa,  doomed  to  greater  pansB  ;— 
His  feet  are  quivering,  while  sinks  down  his  head 

Of  the  other  two,  whose  heads  are  plunged  below, 
Brutus  the  one,  who  from  the  black  throat  hangs ; 
See  how  he  writhes,  yet  speaks  not  in  his  woe ! — 

Caasiua  the  other,  with  auch  strength  endued.  t 

But  night  returns  ;  and  from  the  abyss  of  bdl 
'Tis  time  we  went,  since  all  hath  now  been  viewed." 

My  master  bidding,  I  bis  neck  ascended ; 

Then,  judging  both  his  time  and  distance  well. 
He,  wnen  the  monster's  pinions  were  extended. 

Attached  him  closely  to  the  shaggy  side,  i 

And  made  from  lock  to  lock  his  downward  way. 
Between  the  fiwzen  crusts,  and  rugged  hide.  ■ 

When  we  had  clambered  down  to  where  the  thigh     ^1 
Doth  ou  the  swelling  of  the  haunches  play,  S 

My  guide  with  much  fatigue  and  ui^ncy  ^ 

66.  BrnKw  u  partioulu'l;  ionsncHl,  i 
by  vboB  WM  fbondcd  llul  manuDb; 
iMku  BiidBr  Frovidence  of  gmtning  the  whole  woild. 
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To  where  his  feet  htd  been  mored  round  Ini  hmd^         79 
And,  like  to  one  who  moonta,  dung  to  the  hair  ;— 
So  that  to  hell  again,  methought,  we  aped. 

Then  panting,  aa  a  man  foreapent  with  toil, 

M  J  maater  aaid :  **  Hold  nat ;  for  by  auch  atair 
Muat  we  eacape  from  thia  aocuraed  aoil." 

Through  hollow  rock  then  inued  forth  mj  guide,  85 

And  on  the  brink  proTiding  me  a  leat, 
Sate  himaelf  down  with  caution  by  my  aide. 

I  raiaed  m^  ejea ; — nor  change  did  I  expect 
To  find  in  Lucifer  ;^when  lo,  hia  feet, 
That  late  hung  down,  were  aeen  in  air  erect ! 

And  how  I  then  with  trouble  waa  OTercaat,  91 

Let  groaaer  minda  imagine — not  with  aenae 
Endowed  to  mark  the  point  which  I  had  paat. 

Now  spoke  the  maater :  **  lUae— no  more  delay— - 
Long  18  the  road  and  rough  that  leadeth  hence ; 
And  Phcpbua  soon  will  wake  the  early  day.*' 

No  royal  path  waa  that  on  which  wc  were,  97 

But  wrought  by  nature,  savage,  wild,  and  rude  ; 
Nor  waa  there  aught  but  troublous  twilight  there. 

•*  Ere  we  depart  from  th<»  abode  of  woo. 
Master,*'  I  said,  when  un  my  feet  I  stood, 
••  Lest  I  in  error  stray,  some  words  bestow. 

Where  is  the  ice  ? — and  wherrfore  is  his  head  103 

Fiifd  upside  down  ?  and  tell  the  reason  why 
From  night  to  mom  the  sun  so  soon  hath  sped.** 

Thtoi  he  :  '*  Thou  dost  imagine  we  are  still 
On  the  other  side  the  cvutral  point,  where  I 
Clasped  the  earth-piercing  Worm,  fell  cauae  of  ill. 

So  tar  as  I  coutinued  to  descend,  109 

That  side  we  kept ;  but  when  I  turned,  then  we 
Had  passed  the  point  to  which  all  bodies  tend. 

Nfiw  ait  thou  come  the  hemisphere  beneath 
Opposed  to  that  which  forms  earth\s  canopy; 
Under  whose  highest  cope  poured  forth  his  Dreath 

The  man  who  sinless  lived  and  sinless  died.  115 

%i.  Thm  cmtrr  ut  tb«  uniTerw  aad  of  gr»?itj.  108.  The  grrnC 

irsfuo  €rr  old  tenM-nt,  **  caU«d  the  Drril  mud  Sattm,  which  dcorivftii  ttir 
whole  world.'*     Her.  xii.  9.  111.  See  lior  U^.      Mark  I'ttnti* 

kBowtedfv  of  this  kw  of  fTmritj. 


I 
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Thy  feet  npon  a  little  sphere  are  placed: 

Ita  other  front  is  on  Judecea'a  wde. 
Mom  rises  here,  when  it  is  eveniug  there ; 

And  he,  whose  looks  to  aid  us  we  embraced, 

Bemaina  still  fixed,  as  when  be  formed  our  stair. 
Hither  he  fell  from  heaven,  what  time  forsook  121 

Its  place,  through  dread  of  him,  the  di;  l&nd  here. 

And  'neath  the  veil  of  ocean,  refuse  took. 
And  reached  our  benuRphere : — bo,  through  like  dresd. 

The  earth  here  ainkiu);  down,  did  disappear, 

And,  there  exalted,  lifted  up  its  head. 
Aa  &r  from  Beelzebub  ea  the  profound  127 

AbvHB  is  deep,  a  pkce  there  is  below, 

Nat  known  by  ei^jht,  but  only  bv  the  sound 
Caused  by  a  rivulet  that  downwaro  borne 

In  gentle  windings,  by  its  constant  flow 

A  dianne!  in  the  stony  rock  hath  worn." 
My  guide  and  I  this  secret  pathway  chose,  133 

To  reconduct  us  to  the  world  of  light ; 

And  up  we  journeyed,  heedless  of  repose. 
He  mounting  first,  while  I  his  steps  pursued ; — 

Till,  through  an  orifice,  heai^en's  splendours  bright 

Burst  on  mine  eyes : — emerging  thence,  we  viewed 
The  staia  once  more  unfolded  to  our  sight.  139 

117.  Tfae  circle  of  Judu,  through   ■hich   Duite  bad  Jul  pimrf. 

Treoclierj,  ae  inMBiiced  in  Lucifrr  «nd  Judu,  who  »re  coupled  lofrEtbrr,  a 
puniihvd  in  the  \aweti  depth  of  bell,  u  the  most  »hotiiimible  of  mmra. 
120.  Ualf  biB  budy  remained  on  one  tide  the  cenlre  of  tbe  parlh,  and  l»lf 
on  Ibe  other  eide.  IS3.  Tbe  shock  irivni  to  tbe  earth  bj  hk 

fUl  drove  ■  portion  of  tbe  vnten  of  the  ocean  to  the  ■outhem  hesiiipfant. 
1 36.  Tbe  BBme  shock  caused  a  drprcnioa  an  one  ude  of  the  ^obe,  and  an 
elevation  on  the  other.  Upon  this  uountain,  Dncoverrd  bf  the  sea,  Dante 
plBces  hii  Pnti^lory.  1ST.  J>ai>te  now  ipeaka:    "  Bejond  Berl- 

lebubor  Lucifer,  i.e.  on  llieatlierddciof  the  centre  eiteads  a  rorky  path, 
equal  (o  tbe  depth  of  bell,  or  tbe  semi-dianietrr  of  Ibe  earth,  to  dark  a*  to 
be  only  discoverable  by  the  sound  of  a  rivulrl  vhich  runs  through  it."  Up 
thie  rude  path,  or  icaiet  course,  ihe  poets  proceed  to  the  surim  of  tbe 
opposite  hemispbere,  and  a^in  obtain  a  sight  of  the  sfiua.  1 33.  "  in 

these  laM  verses,  after  Ibetorrva  Ihal  pervadn  this  part  of  tbe  poem, 
begins  to  breallie  a  aweetneaa  which  prepares  tbe  soul  for  that  csim  delifht 
-ilh  which  il  will  be  soothrd  frum  the  firat  to  tbe  last  vene  of  tlie  mo- 
'  le." — Cffttlbta^,  Diteorto. 


THE  PURGATORIO. 


is  hia  pijgrimase  through  the  Inferno,  Dante  repK^ented 
ainnen,  tmmersea  in  dorlmess  and  misery,  as  one  vast  king- 
dom of  the  dead. — He  now  proceeds  to  describe  another 
state  of  existence,  wherein  those  who  desire  to  eniay  the 
light  of  true  religion  submit  themselves  to  its  remeaij  dis- 
cipline. For  the  puipose  of  exhibiting  this  "  second  king- 
dom" in  an  aUegorieal  form,  agreeably  to  his  general  design, 
he  adopta  the  prevailing  idea  of  Fui^tory,  which  hia  imagi- 
nation oodies  torth  aa  a  lolty  mountain,  where  souls,  in  Uie 
course  of  a  toilsome  ascent,  are  purified  from  sin,  and  fitted 
to  ent«r  the  heavenly  mansions.*  This  mountain,  clothed 
with  the  rays  of  the  Sun  of  righteousness,  be  had  seen  a&r 
off,  when  he  first  awoke  to  a  sense  of  his  miserable  condition 
iu  the  wilderoeea  of  ain-  To  climb  its  steep  and  rugged  aidta 
is  the  task  to  which  the  pilgrim  now  applies  himself. 

In  the  lower  region  at  the  foot  of  the  mountain,  are  found 
indolent  spirits,  who  are  doomed  to  wander  thirty  timee  as 
long  aa  they  delayed  repentance,  before  they  are  admitted 
within  the  gat«  of  Purgatorv-t  During  this  period  they  are 
placed  under  the  superintendence  of  Cato  of  Utiea,!  a  tener- 
able  old  man,  who  appears  to  be  introduced  as  a  personifica- 
tion of  self-control,  or  that  true  liberty,  which  consists  in  a 
perfrtt  mastery  over  the  passions.  AmoDg  the  spirits  in  these 
outskirts  of  Purgatory  the  poet  spends  a  considerable  time ; 
and  eight  cantos  are  occupied  in  relating  the  various  inci- 
dents that  occur.  In  the  ninth  canto,  Lucia  or  Grace,  who 
^t  orimnally  interested  herself  in  obtaining  for  our  poet  the  aid 

^M  of  Beatrice  and  Virgil,  during  the  night  assists  Dante  up  tbe 

^1  steef)  to  the  entrance  of  Pu^atoty  ;§  when  tbe  Angel  who 

H  Mlh 

H  Ok 


t  Bin  ripht  referroce  >ppe>ra  to  be  made  Kilel;  to  tbe  world  at 
■pitita.  Tbat  DsDle.  however,  bad  ■  more  aBefii]  al^ject  in  lieir,  and  in- 
'  '  imeat  the  inhabiiMils  of  eartb,  it  eviduit,  vbta  be  bimsrir 
Udh  ns  tlut  "  the  whole  poem  ma;  be  coiu idered  M  an  allegary  of  Duw 
n  hia  capacit;  aa  a  friw  ageni,  of  meriliDg  reward  or  punialuDeot." — 
Ocdicatim  ijf  Ihf  ParadiK. 

t  Canto  lii.  140.  ;  lb.  L  31.  t  lb.  ix.  SG. 
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goardi  tli0  gito  impriiite  on  hii  finrahead  levea  Pi,  m  the 
Buurk  of  wnn  ana,  nom  which  he  is  to  purify  hinudf  in  the 
■Ofen  roandi  of  the  mountain. 

Admitted  within  the  gate  of  Porgatoiy,*  the  poeta  pro- 
eeed  npwaid  by  a  narrow  way  to  the  first  circle  or  ledge.  In 
ttki  Iride  ia  puniahed  with  severe  inflictiona;  and  on  the 
aidea  of  the  marble  rock  are  disp^yed  eramplea  of  Humility 
^-wrought  by  Dante  in  so  striking  and  pictnreaque  a  man- 
■sr,  aa  to  show  moat  forcibly  the  peculiar  skill  of  the  imagi- 
aafthe  acnlptor.  The  renuuning  six  drclea,  each  devoted  to 
Ihe  punishment  of  a  particular  lioe,  occu^  several  cantoa. 
Ike  CBurteenth  ia  distinyiished  fiir  the  bitter  sarcasm  and 

Havmg  eflaoed  the  staina  of  Tice,  and  paased  through  the 
fiif^iiig  fire,  Dante  ia  canned  up  a  lofty  stair  to  the  summit 
of  the  mountain.  A  new  scene  nere  opens  before  us.t — ^The 
orden  of  Eden  is  discovered  in  all  its  pristtne  besutv— 
wvtriy  and  deserted,  as  it  is  supposed  to  have  remained  smce 
the  expulsion  of  our  first  Psraits,  and  waiting  in  readiness 
to  receive  the  Daughter  of  Jerusalem,  on  her  descent  from 
Heaven,  and  to  admit  the  redeemed  into  the  presence  of  their 
Khig,  upon  his  holy  mountain  of  Zion.  A  description  of 
the  terrestrial  Paramso  foUows, — ^the  living  verdure  of  the 
fiwBst  temoering  the  fervour  ci  the  eariy  day « the  leavea 
trembling  Defore  the  soft  impulse  of  a  gentle  wind — while 
the  birds  in  many  a  throng  are  joyfully  hailing  the  matin 
hour.  And,  as  if  Dante  vraa  determined  to  embellish  this 
part  of  his  poem  with  all  the  moat  soothing  ideas  that  nature 
Boggests,  the  river  Lethe  is  seen  running  through  the 
OMsdow, — with  its  gentle  wave  bending  down  the  grass  that 
aprings  at  its  side,  and — beyond  all  compare  with  earthly 
streams— dear  and  transparent  :— 

**  And  7«t  it  moved  in  dArknction  its  way* 
Darky  in  tba  di^th  of  that  perpetual  ■liiide.''t 

On  the  other  side  of  the  river,  a  lady  now  appears,  walking 
alone,  and  singing,  as  she  culls  the  flowers  that  adorn  her 

Ch.     The  poet  asks  hur  the  purport  of  her  song,  when 
lelda  ri'pliL'S,  that  she  is  n*joiciiig  in  the  works  of  her 

•  Canto  z.  1.  t  lb.  »TiiL  %  lb.  uviii.  31. 
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Creator*  and,  in  answer  to  furtLcr  inquiries,  procceda  to 
explain,  that  the  worka  of  uutiuv  in  this  hul;  puce  are  sub- 
ject to  no  Huch  iiregiihirities  aa  prevail  on  earth — that  the 
dowers  and  trees  grow  spontaneously — that  the  two  Btmune, 
Lethe  and  Eunoe,  are  not  replenished  by  the  imcertAin  sup- 
plies of  rain,  but  isBue  from  »  never-tauing  80un« ;  endued 
— the  one  with  power  to  take  away  all  meioor;  of  sin— the 
other,  to  call  each  Tirtuoua  deed  to  mind. 

following  Matelda  along  the  opposite  bank  of  the  stream, 
Dante  has  not  proceeded  &r,  when  the  forest  is  suddenlv 
illuminated,  and  a  sound  of  melody  runs  through  the  glow- 
ing air.  Contemplating  these  "  primaiTal  fruits  of  the  etenul 
Lore,"  he  adrances  onward,  till  in  the  objects,  whoec  duTiling 
splendour  at  liret  eluded  his  sight,  he  ia  able  to  disting^^ 
seven  candelabra,  and  in  the  music  recognizes  the  song 
"  Uosanna,"  proclaiming  the  approach  of  our  Ssnam  And 
the  Bride.  A  procession  advances,  consisting  of  Saints 
arrayed  in  white,  and  Elders  crowned  irith  lilies.  A 
triumphal  car  follows,  representing  the  chair  of  St.  Peter, 
or  the  pure  and  primitive  Church,  before  it  was  cbangeid  by 
Papal  corruptions, — drown,  as  afterwards  appear^  by  a 
(rtiSon,  in  its  two-fold  nature  emblematical  of  our  Saviour, 
nud  surrounded  by  four  Cherubini.  Bspt  thus  into  the 
loftiest  visions,  Dante  places  before  our  eyes  with  surprising 
dixtinctness  the  mystenoua  images  of  Exekiel  and  St.  Jidm. 
Beatrice  at  lost  appcan,  descending  from  Heaven,  veiled  in 
white,  like  the  sun  shrouded  in  a  silver  mist,  aud  encom- 
passed hv  a  cloud  of  flowers,  showered  down  upon  her  by 
angelic  tands.t  At  the  sight  of  his  long  lost  Lady,  from 
whom  he  bod  at  times  auil'ered  himself  to  be  led  astny,  the 
x)et  is  struck  with  ane,  and  acknowledges  the  full  foroe  of 
lis  ancient  flame. 

In  the  mean  time  Virgil  departs ;  when  Dante,  giving  way 
to  despair,  is  checked  by  Beatrice,  who  calls  to  him  by  name 
— "  Daute,  weep  not ;"  and  tells  liitn  that  he  has  greater 
cause  for  tears  than  the  departure  of  Virgil. — Assuming  a 
disdainful  air,  she  reproaches  him  with  tardiness  in  seeking 
the  be«utifiil  mountain,  and  suffering  himself  to  be  drawn 
away  from  his  "first  love."  "If,"  she  says,  "at  my  decease 
you' were  bereaved  of  the  fairest  form  that  nature  or  art  ever 

■  CknW  nil.  80.  t  tb.  m.  1 3.  ?S. 
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jfaijgiwil,  it  becuna  you  not  to  hftfo  itooped  to  ddiuhro 
afttractioiu,  but  nther  to  have  aoared  upwaraiy  aod  Ttmtfia* 
plated  me  in  my  more  exalted  state." 

•■  Am  KttU  eUldrni  with  tbdr  cjm  beot  low, 
8iHid  Ifarttniiig— aat*  thiougli  nnnininiimwi  of  thuM^ 
GoBTlottd  and  rqwatMit ; — * 

Bvcn  ao  atood  Dante  ;— when  Beatrice,  ^eroriring  him  thiia 
aHjrtfd  at  merely  hearing  her  words,  desires  him  to  lode  np, 

~  eomplete  the  measure  of  his  penitence.  The  Angw 
^  to  sprinkle  the  flowen  which  fell  around  her — ha  ia 
1  to  obtain  a  dearer  view  of  the  heavenly  Maid ;  and 
at  the  si|g;ht  is  so  stuns  with  remorse,  that  he  dedarea  hia 
Jatsstation  of  aU  earthly  allurements. — Becovering  from  a 
awoon  into  #hich  he  has  fidlen,  he  is  led  to  1^  river  Lethe 
br  MatdHa,  After  immersion,  he  is  allowed  to  gratify  his 
longing  eyes  with  a  nearer  contemphition  of  Beatrice,  arrayed 
aD  the  duurms  of  her  second  beaufy.f 

The  last  two  cantos  are  mainly  occupied  with  an  account 
of  the  allegorical  procciwion  before  mentioned  advancing  to 
the  foot  of  a  wide-sprcadini^  tree  situated  in  the  midst  ofthe 
garden.  Various  myHterious  events  are  there  exhibited; 
when  our  Saviour  and  the  An^ls  return  to  Heaven.^ 
Beatrice  informs  Dante  that  he  vnll  not  now  remain  long  in 
the  garden,  but  rejoin  her  after  death  in  the  kingdom  of 
Zion  ;§  that  at  present  he  must  watch  the  changes  which 
the  car  or  Churen  is  d(*8tined  to  undergo,  and  record  them, 
GO  his  return  to  earth,  for  the  benefit  of  mankind. 

After  meeting  with  various  diiiasteni,  the  Church,  which 
ia  ita  primitive  state  had  been  adorned  with  all  virtues  and 
Christian  gnutis,  is  corrupted  through  the  wealth  and  tem- 
poral domininn  acquired  by  the  Roman  Bishops.  Under 
their  UHuqie<l  authority  the  sacred  edifice  is. completely  trans- 
Ibnned^ll  to  the  Kreat  gric*f  of  Beatrice ;  who,  witnessing  their 
intrigues  with  the  Kini^  of  the  Earth,  as  foretold  in  the 
Apocalypse,  pn*dictiithe  downfall  of  corruption  by  the  imme- 
diate agi*n(*}'  of  our  Sariour  or  his  Angir].^  The  poet  is 
then  led  by'Matelda  to  the  river  Eunoe,  wheuci*  he  returns 
with  invigorated  powers,  and  with  a  capacity  of  soaring  to 
the  stars. 

•  CadIo  lui.  64.  «  lb  zixL  138.  t  lb.  ixzii.  89. 
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To  form  an  idea  of  the  construct  ion  of  Dante's  Purgstorr, 
the  reader  most  imagine — rising  out  of  the  sea  a  loftj  moun- 
tain in  the  form  of  a  cone,  round  which  run  seven  cirdes  or 
ledges,  gntduolly  dlminiahiug  in  circuinlerence.  Being  tlie 
reverse  of  the  Iniemo,  on  inverted  cone  would  represent  its 

The  seven  circles  are  appropriated  to  the  puniahnient  of 
their  several  mmes,  commencing  with  the  greater  crimes,  in 
opposition  to  the  Inferno,  which  commences  with  the  li'ss. 
In  a  similar  way,  however,  is  contrived  a  graduated  scale  of 
punishment, — the  circles  becoming  more  and  more  contracted 
,_  .!.„;.  »; r ^g^  jjg  ^jg^  rising  to  a  greater  altitude. 


n  their  circumfert 
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CANTO  L 


ra  tk«  ■Dirifei  in  Pamtory  trt  eoariiPMd.    BfhSt  it 
TfrrQ  ffbdiDMitt  wUh  t  ntd,  m  t  il|^  of  haa^OHjt 
Ibb  wUb  oiops  of  dow* 

O'vm  the  RDOotli  waters  of  a  milder  Mft  1 

The  light  berk  of  my  geniue  hoiite  her  iail, 

LeaTing  behind  the  fl^  of  misery : 
For  now  that  second  kingdom  daims  my  song^ 

Wherein  is  pfurified  the  spirit  frail. 

And  fitted  to  rejoin  the  l^venly  throng. 
Wake  into  life  the  deadened  notes  again,  7 

O  ye  most  holy  Nine !  since  year's  I  am ; 

And  let  Calliope  exalt  the  strain, 
Folbwing  my  verse  with  that  eztatic  sound, 

Which  to  the  wretched  Pic»  when  it  came, 

Dashed  aU  their  hones  of  pardon  to  the  ground. 
Sweet  colours  that  witn  OTient  sapphire  alumeb  18 

Collected  in  the  tranquil  atmosphere, 

Far  as  the  highest  circle's  purer  xone, 

1.  Dnte,  hafinf  left  bobfaid  Ilia  tho «'  orael  Mir  of  tko  Imkno^  pf*. 

itm  to  aoQ  over  the  mildflr  wotcn  of  the  Pugolorio.  Tko  wuHmjpkor  is 
MtiMcd  lo  tho  PondiM,  conlo  U.  1.  7.  Donliro  bmo  bid 

IdkkcrtD  bt«B  employed  mtk^fftft  HoD,  «<  tbo  Uncdoa  of  tbo  dosd.** 
**Th9  ilyfe  of  tho  pooC  inntdiotrlr  mrnmm  o  opIeodoT  mad  o  mrmlty 
adopted  lo  hk  nilii^vet.  Hie  Betaphon  ore  oU  token  fkon  fBOiiif  o^ootaT 
Okt^mmh  llbt.  Ut  d*lteUe,  o.  Iz.— «'  Heoco  thotoola  delight  wkhwUeli 
tke  eool  will  be  eoothod  tnm  the  flnt  to  the  kit  of  thie  coBtiole.''*UfO 
Fbeeiolo,  Dieoono.  II.  The  PIO0,  doufhten of  Pleriao,  hofliif 

choUeae^  the  Mnofo  to  iiflf ,  were  defeoted,  asd  ohoaged  lato  iiioftpioi 
fee  their  prfoampiiiia.  13.  Dante  deeeribeo  Ue  eatraaee  tali 

the  ooMlBfo  of  Purfotory,  belbre  dojbreok,  when  tho  eky  heipoa  to  ho 
eirMkod  with  lijrht.  The  parity  of  tlM  attnoephero  ie  ooatrooled  with  tho 
deadly  air  of  tho  lafenMu  16.  Ttaariatid  oa  tho  aathority 

of  LoMhanli. 
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Emojinent  to  my  weary  eyes  restored. 

Soon  as  I  issued  from  tliat  atognant  air 

Which  o'er  my  sight  and  breast  such  sorrow  poored.— 
Tlie  beauteous  Star,  to  love  and  lovers  dear,  1 

Wan  making  all  the  Orient  laugh  ; — so  bright. 

She  veiled  the  Pisces,  who  attended  near, — 
When  to  the  other  pole  mine  ejrea  I  tnmed. 

And  there  beheld  four  nlanetB  on  the  right, 

By  none  save  those  in  Paradise  discerned : 
Heaven  set'med  to  view  their  lustre  with  delight.  2. 

O  northern  region,  how  bereaved  art  thou. 

These  starry  splendours  bsniahed  from  thy  eight ! 
When  from  their  radiance  I  had  turned  my  head 

Back  to  the  northern  hemisphere,  whence  now 

The  constellation  of  the  Wain  had  fled— 
Near  me  I  saw  an  aged  man  alone,  3 

Whose  look  inspired  devotion  more  profound 

Than  to  hia  father  ever  owed  a  son. 
His  beard  was  long,  and  intermiied  with  grey. 

Which  falling  with  the  hoaiy  locks  around, 

In  double  tresses  on  his  bosom  lay. 
8o  brightly  o'er  hia  faee  with  heavenly  light  3! 

Sid  those  four  hallowed  stars  their  lustre  shed, 

Methought  the  sun  was  beaming  on  his  sight. 
"  Tell  who  are  ye,  that  stemming  the  dark  tide. 

Have  'scapea  the  eternal  prison  of  the  dead  F" 

Moving  his  venerable  locks,  he  cried  : — 


23.  Thfw  BtBin  bpiD^  in  the  anbirclia  pole,  could  do(  be  teen  nc^it  m 
ths  Boutbern  hemlepbere.  ItuI  Pur^tory  hang  antipodal  to  Jeru^vb, 
■coonliDg  to  ODT  poet's  «uppo«itioll,  luid  the  teimlrul  Pandiae  ailuated 

parenta,  before  the  fall.  Iking  Bjinbalipat  of  the  four  cardioal  viraiCB, 
(^ndeoce,  Juilice,  Temperance  and  Fortitude,)  thej  could  onlf  be  teru 
hj  man  in  a  itate  of  innocrnof ,  and  hence  the  lamentaiion  that  tiilioT*, 
addressed  to  the  vidoved  inhabitants  of  the  Dortbeni  pole,  i,  c,  to  Ihan 
in  the  lolemo.  31.  Cato  of  Utioa ; — selec'ed  for  his  office  b;  iba 
poet  in  imitalian  of  Tir^.  j£ii.  viiL  670,  "  Secretosqui  pioa,  hia  danten 
jota  Caloaem."  Thsl  Bante  enterlainMl  ihsbighat  opioioa  of  himteni- 
daot  ftmn  baa  CoDvito.  "  What  mortal  man  wu  mure  ■DTth;  to  loUaw 
Ood  than  CalD  T  Certahil;  no  ooe."  Again  t  "  0  moM  hotj  brtMl  <J 
Cato,  who  shall  pnaume  to  ipeak  of  thee  T'  40.  i.  t.  Tha  dark 
winding:  rivulet  ■galnil  which  the  poets  made  their  n;  up  fom  H*!^ 
"  Iha  Ronial  prkoo."  8m  laf^  naif.  130. 
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^^WhaiTMtlMgiiidendlaiitenitoyoartnMk,  48 

When  forth  Som  that  profoundett  night  ye  came 
Whidi  nakea  the  in&nial  vale  fen*  ever  bbck  P^ 

Thna  broken  aie  the  kwa  that  govern  Hell  P 
Or  are  Uearcn's  ooonieb  now  no  more  Ae  Mune^ 
That,  though  aoeurat,  ye  dare  approach  mjr  cdlP** 

Inatant  m)r  guide  drew  near,— and  Doth  by  aign,  40 

And  by  injunction,  and  by  eoonael  giTeo, 
In  rererenoe  made  my  eyea  and  knma  incline ; 

Ilien  nid*:  **  I  came  not  of  my  own  accords^ 
At  HiB  reqoeat  who  dwella  enthroned  in  hesten. 
To  this  lone  wanderer  guidance  I  affivd. 

But  since  more  fully  thou  would'at  fain  be  told  55 

The  reason  of  our  toibome  journey  here, 
Tia  not  for  me  audi  knowledge  to  withhold—* 

Kerer  hath  he  beheld  life's  latest  eve ; 
But  Folly  drew  him  to  that  term  so  near, 
Scarce  had  he  time  his  error  to  retrieve. 

In  this  extremity  I  brought  him  aid,  61 

Aa  hath  been  told  thee ;  nor  was  other  way 
Discovered,  save  the  one  I  have  essayed. 

Him  have  I  led  throughout  the  realms  of  woe ; 
And  now,  the  spirits,  who  beneath  thy  sway 
Perfection  seek«  my  purpose  *tis  to  show. 

*Twere  long  to  tell  how  I  have  lured  him  on :  67 

From  heaven  descends  the  grace  whidi  brings  him  here 
To  list  thy  words,  and  look,  thv  &ce  upon. 

Let  him  from  thoo  a  gradous  welcome  find : 
He  comes  in  search  of  Liberty :  how  dear 
She  is,  he  knows  who  life  for  ner  resigned;— 

Thou  knowest,*— who  for  her  could*st  death  despise       73 
In  Utiea,  where  erst  waa  doffed  by  thee 
The  vest  that  shall  hereafter  glorious  rise. 

'By  us  unbroken  are  the  laws  ofHell ; 

For  he  still  lives,  and  Minos  binds  not  me ; 
But  in  that  circle  'tis  my  lot  to  dwell, 


4S.  **  Th J  word  to  s  lantwn  onto  my  fcet»  and  s  light  vbIo  mj  patlw.** 
— *hite  exis.  By  **  profeuadcit  night**  to  mcAot  tbo  in? tcsnta  hahit  of 
sfai.     By  thi  valley,  *«tha  vala  of  woe.*'    Inf.  It.  7.  HU 

Btririo.  70.  Virfil  having  aaawcnd  two  of  Cato*f  ({acatlQBs 

Mw  aaswna  tho  thifd.  Um  46.    ••  My  eoapanioB  to  ^m  aUro ;  and  1, 
fhsifh  sifwit,  an  aot  sal^Mt  to  Miaoa  thi  Jadga  of  BoU."  (lat  t.  4.) 
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Wlierc  the  rhaste  cm  of  thy  loved  j^Lircia  Btill  7^ 

Entivnt  thee,  holy  one !   to  call  hor  thine : 
Then,  bv  her  love,  incline  thee  to  our  will.  ^r 

Through  tlij  seven  kingdoms  aiiH'er  us  to  go ;  ^^Lm 

Aod  I  iml  thaok  her  for  the  deed  benign,  ^^H 

If  thoc  disdain  not  to  be  named  below."  ^^^ 

"  So  pleasing  was  my  Mon-ia  to  my  sight,"  vf 

He  answered  mc,  "  while  I  on  earth  remained. 
That  nil  she  wiehed  1  granted  with  delight. 

Kow,  since  she  dwells  beyond  the  evil  tide, 
iShe  mar  not  more  me ;  so  the  law  ordained, 
When  I  departed  from  the  other  side. 

But  if  the  mandate  of  a  heavenly  Dome  91 

Direct  thy  steps,  do  need  of  flattery  ;  

Sufficient  that  thou  ask  me  in  her  name.  ^^H 

Go  then,  and  gird  bim  with  a  simple  re«d,  -^^H 

And  to  his  mee  the  cleansing  dew  apply,  ^^| 

So  that  from  everv  stain  he  may  be  freed :  ^^H 

For  not,  while  any  ^mness  rlouda  his  eyes,  97 

Could  he  by  that  great  Minister  be  B«n 
"Who  wat<.'hes  here,  and  ie  of  Paradise. 

Around  this  islet  coast,  down,  down  below. 
Where  dash  the  waters  on  the  margin  green. 
Such  reeds  amid  the  slime  are  wont  to  grow; 

Ko  plant,  produdng  leaves,  can  there  survive ;  103 

^one  there,  whose  hardened  stem  ilJudftiriB  to  bend    ^^m 
Before  the  beating  wave,  remains  alive.  ^^H 

Xot  by  this  way  yoiir  homeward  journey  lies ; —  ^^H 

The  rising  sun  will  aid  you  to  ascend  ^^H 

The  hallowed  mountain  at  an  easier  rise." 

This  said  he  i-anished:— I  uprose  in  haste,  109 

Uttering  no  word,  and  drew  unto  my  guide, 

1. 1.  am  not  condemneil  U  UeD,  but  nddeni  in  Umbo.  TV-  Sse 

LDOan,  Phan.ii.314.  B3.  OUo,  bj  vsj  of  eomplinKSlv  i*  Hjd  fo 

b«  iatmolHl  vich  the  ctre  of  the  circln  of  Purg^lorj,  his  gortmiiiBit 
beins  in  realilf  coaGti«d  to  ihe  oulskira  of  Purgwiorr,  vhieh  Itadf  is 
fuardMi  b;  W)  va^A.    Sk  c&nlfl  ii.  103.  BS.  The  riTer  Arbetoo. 

— The  "  Uw"  is  fh(<  change  of  aOwtion  ordained  (o  accampanj  ohaa^  of 
plaM.*  Cato  u  lupposed  Id  be  among  IhoH  tpiria  vho  -rtn  delicered 
from  Limbo  by  our  Saviour.  96.  The  ttain  mnlrai^lnl  during 

Dule'sJQuniejf  through  thf  InfenHi.  98,  Tba  angel  wlto  (DWd* 

the  gaW  of  Purj»1ory.  (See  ii.  103.) 
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Wbik  on  hit  face  mj  anxious  eym  were  cait 
He  then  began :  **  My  son,  thy  steps  by  mine 

Directing,  turn  thde  back ;  ror  firom  this  side 

To  its  low  boundaries  doth  the  plain  decline.'* 
Now  'ean  the  Tanouished  matin  hour  to  flee ;  115 

And  seen  from  tar,  as  onward  came  the  day, 

I  recognised  the  trembling  of  the  sea. 
We  journeyed  o*er  the  solitary  plain 

Like  one  retracing  his  bewildered  way, 

Who  till  he  finds  it  seems  to  strire  in  yain. 
Beaching  a  spot  where  yet  the  sun  and  dew  121 

In  conflict  rie,  and  where  a  partial  shade 

I^rmcnc^  the  surfiu»  erer  moist  and  new, 
Both  hands  upon  the  verdant  herbage  there 

Ay  master  now  with  gentle  action  laid ; 

And  I  of  his  benign  intent  aware, 
Advanced  my  cheeks,  with  humble  tears  bedewed ;       127 

Wh<'ii  to  my  fiice,  by  hell*8  dark  shades  impaired, 

Its  fnnucr  colour  wholly  he  renewed. 
Then  came  we  to  the  Holitary  shore, 

That  never  witnenited  his  return,  who  dared 

With  venturous  bark  itH  fatal  waves  explore. 
He,  AH  dinvted,  BtraiK:htway  girt  me  rouna  : —  133 

Eac*h  lowly  pUnt  (O  wondeiful  to  view !) 

Soon  aM  my  master  plucked  it  from  the  ground, 
In  the  same  spot  again  spontaneous  grew. 

CANTO  XL 

▲ROUME5T. 

A  TraM-l,  under  tbe  fruMUnce  of  an  Angi'l.  i*  tten  oominf  over  the  im, 
vith  tpirita  to  Punratory ;  rnmoni?  whom  Dante  recofl^nibefl  bit  friend 
CaarlJa,  Uie  miMician.  lie  stop  to  mn^  one  of  Dante**  KMineta,  when, 
Cato  reproachinf  them  for  thair  delay,  thaj  hasten  up  tba  mountain. 

Now  that  horizon  had  the  sun  attained,  1 

By  the  high  point  of  whose  meridian  clear, 


191.  *'  That  undiaeoTert^  eountry,  from  whoae  bouma  no  trareller 
retwm.'*~i<UAE§i>BAaB,  Hamlet,  Act  iiL  1. 

1.  Tarioua  indlcea  are  uaed  by  Dante  to  ihow,  accordinjp  to  the  notiooa, 
mod  rrofrraphy  of  tboae  timea,  that  at  the  tun  wat  tettioff  at  Jenitalem, 
it  vat  ritin^  at  tba  antipodot  to  that  place,  vis.  the  mountain  of  Purga- 


Jcrasalem  wftb  ^Idcn  light  is  stained; 
And  circling  opposite  to  him,  the  night. 

Forth  issuisg  from  the  Ganges,  doth  uprew 

Tfao  scales,  'which  fall  when  she  has  reaj^ed  her 
So  that  Aurora's  cheek,  where  then  I  stood,  7 

Begnn  through  age  an  orange  tint  to  wear — 

With  white  and  Termeil  cxtlours  late  imbued. 
By  ocean's  shore  we  still  prolonged  our  atav, 

Like  men,  who,  thinking  of  «  joumev  near. 

Advance  in  thought,  while  yet  their  iimba  delay : 
When  lo  !  like  Mars,  in  aspect  fiery  red,  13 

Seen  through  the  vapours  when  the  mora  is  nigh, 

Tar  in  the  west  above  the  briny  bed ; —  ■ 

So  (might  I  once  more  view  it !)  o'er  the  aea  ^ 

A  light  approached  with  such  rapidity — 

Fliea  not  tne  bird  that  may  its  eijual  be. 
3fow  for  a  moment  I  had  turned  nime  eyes  19 

To  Virgil,  when,  on  looking  back,  more  bright 

It  seemed  again,  and  of  an  ampler  stzo. 
Then  from  afar  appeared  on  either  side 

An  object  indistinct,  all  daziling  white  j 

And  ^sdually  another  I  descried. 
My  master  Bpoke  not,  till  the  forma  of  light  25 

^'irst  seen,  were  known  for  wings,  now  fully  spread : 

But  when  the  Pilot  was  revealed  t«  sight, 
"  Bend,  bend  thee  humbly  dowTi  upon  thy  knee ; 

Behold  God's  Angel ;  claap  thy  hands, '  he  said  j 

"  Henceforth  prepare  such  ministers  to  see. 
See  how  He  apumeth  human  means — nor  oars,  31 

Nor  other  muI  except  his  wings  aaaumes, 

To  speed  his  way  between  such  distant  shores. 
See  how  He  raises  them,  to  heaven  directed. 

Fanning  the  air  with  those  eternal  plumes, 

Not,  like  to  mortal  coil,  by  change  aflected." 
Mearer  and  nearer  still,  as  onward  drew  37 

The  Messenger  divine,  he  seemed  more  bright, 

tory.  96.  The  Iva  while  objmta  which  arow.  line  S3,  Ode  oa  dl^er 

aide  of  this  An^l,  prove,  on  hii  nearer  approaob,  U>  be  hii  vingt.  "  Ap- 
paner  ali "  ia  the  teaiiDg  adopted,  initead  of  "  apener  ali,"  the  conoian 
reading,  ST.  Ths  Angel  i«  called  "  the  pilot,"  a>  conduotias  (pin'U 

to  Purguarj  oxer  the  aea—hii  inngt  tartamg  a  aajl  M  the  boat.  See 
line  32. 
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So  that  mine  pyo  rould  not  endure  the  tiow. 
But  frU  tu  nirth  ubaaed :— be  to  the  sliore 

CtuDo  with  a  little  tkiS,  m  swift  wad  light. 

Tho  wtre  it  touched  not,  am  it  bauodcd  o'er. 
Upon  the  poop  tim  bexTeniy  pilot  Btood, 

Witb  tUmp  of  "  BlewednfM"  irrsdJato  .- 

Hgra  than  a  hundred  souls  within  I  viewed. 
"  What  time  ouue  forth  from  Egypt  iKrael's  train," 

Hwmunioiudr  they  chsunted  as  they  taie, 

Hw  nmaed  tdt  they  had  doaed  that  solemn  strain. 
Simi  of  the  holy  crosa  ho  mode  them : — thoy 

IiMtant  nlighU-d  all  upon  the  Btnmd; 

And  he  u  epcvdilj  n-tnM.t'd  bis  way. 
Tfce  crowd  whith  there  remained,  a  wondering  gue 

Around  them  ciuit,  aa  strangers  to  the  land ; 

Poll  likn  t<)  Olio  who  objects  new  Hurvoys. 
On  vjvrf  sidi^,  the  nin  shot  forth  the  day, 

And  had  alrea<ly  with  his  arrows  bright 

Fran  the  mid  neaveii  chased  Capricorn  awnj ; 
Wbm  the  new  comers,  looking  upward,  cried  : 

**  IT  JD  be  conrcnwit  with  this  fair  height, 

GOinw  b^  what  pathway  we  may  scale  its  aide." 
And  Virijd  aiixwiTcd  :  "  Te  Buppowt  that  we 

Po«»tws  a  full  nporiencv  of  the  place; 

But  know  thai  we  am  pilgrims,  e'en  aa  ye  ; 
Sot  long  hi-ftirv  ruu,  liy  aiinlher  war 

W«  Gwm-,  so  hard  and  difficult  to' trace, 

Dlit  an  ascent  like  this  will  seem  but  play." 
Tbo  woni*  who,  b^  my  bn^thing,  a«  they  gated, 

Knrw  I  was  still  alive,  all  ]inilid  now 

ApfwaRil — such  marvel  in  their  minds  waa  raised. 
Vol  aa  on  news  intent,  the  ]>eople  proaa 

Around  ■  hetald  with  the  olive  bough, 

Awnpling  ucfa  othtT  in  their  engiruest ; 
Bo  raond  me  aQ  these  bappv  souls  repair ; 

AjhI  ItngeriBd  still  to  look  upon  my  faw, 

Fetgvt  the  etifami  that  am  to  make  them  fair. 


M.  "  Whn  IwmI  MB*  Mt  of  tlryr*" 

■■la  I*  aai(  b;  lb*  (^ti  m  Ibrir  Hrapr  fri 
rvw^rj.  n.  A  dmOu  pMon  u  fli« 

«f  a>  aaiMj  of  lb*  ■foiU  U  Ma  I>ule,  "  ii 


— hftlm  oil*.     " 
lb*  IbAttu),  xitIU.  M, 
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Before  them  one  adrftnced.  whom  I  beheld 

So  beat  oa  olasping  1116  in  hid  embrace. 

That  me  to  like  endeavour  he  impelled. 
O  Bhadows,  save  la  outward  aspect,  vain  1  79 

Three  times  around  his  form  my  hands  I  threw  ; 

As  oft  returned  thcj  to  my  brMst  agaiu. 
"Wonder,  I  deem,  was  pajnted  on  my  foce  ; 

For  with  a  smile  the  shadow  backward  drew ; 

And  I  full  eagerly  pursued  its  trace. 
With  Bweet-toned  voice  he  bade  me  to  forbear ;  85 

Then  knew  I  nho  he  was,  and  prayed  that  he 

Would  stay,  to  hold  some  converse  with  me  there. 
"  Dear  as  thou  wert  to  me  alive— so  dear 

Art  thou,"  he  answered  me,  "  from  bondage  free  j 

Wherefore  I  pause — but  thou,  why  art  thou  braes'" 
"  To  earth  below  tntendine  to  return,  91 

This  journey,  dear  Cosella,  do  I  make ; 

But  why  delayed  thy  coming,  let  me  learn." 
"  No  hardship  do  I  sufter,"  he  replied, 

"  K  he,  who  takethwhom  ho  liata  to  take, 

Hath  oft  this  passage  to  my  prayer  denied ; 
For  of  his  will  is  righteous  Will  the  guide :  97 

All  who  these  tbree  months  hare  desired  to  go 

Hath  he  been  carrying  o'er  the  briny  tide; 
Whence  I  (my  face  dir^ted  to  the  strand 

Where  Tiber's  waters  into  ocean  flow) 

Was  kindly  added  to  his  former  band. 
And  thither  now  his  wines  doth  he  direct ;  lOS 

For  all -the  souls,  not  doomed  to  join  the  throng 

By  Acheron's  shore,  at  Tiber's  mouth  collect." 
Then  I :  "  If  here  no  ordinance  annul 

Memory  or  practice  of  that  amorous  song, 

their  woa."  80.  Imilattd  from  Yirgi!,  "  Ter  coQaRia  iU,"  fce.  Ma. 

a.  T90.  Sfl.  Casella  «u  so  exctUenl  muuciui,   and  an   intiiute 

trimd  of  Danu,  who  look  gTMl  ddi^hl  in  hia  laafm,  90.  Daote 

ezpnoMa  hia  nirpriae  that  CaacUa,  who  bad  bwo  dead  »iBe  jtmn,  was 
onl;  DOW  amv'mg  at  Purgstory.  Casella  anawen  thai  ihe  will  of  ibe 
AngcI  who  had  deaicd  him  an  t^rJier  passage  depciidiHl  od  th«  will  of  God, 
and  therefora  muit  noi  be  inquired  inlo.  08.  Cuella.  djing  conta- 

maciooa,  «ac  unable  ro  obtain  a  paiaport  to  Pnr^Iory.  But  during  ttw 
freal  JnbilM  held  bj  Pope  Boniface,  in  1300,  (1.  (.  tbrre  moatbt  b^ire.) 
he  availed  hlniMlf  of  the  pnyen  offered  up  for  all  aoula  not  irrevooabi; 


id  to  fiiU.  100.  i.  t. 
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WUdi  anfcm  wwfc  1117  eivf  ens  to  lull — 

Be  plBMed  therewith  to  wkHAb  mj  soul  wrhile,  100 

Wliichy  jounflying  hither  with  its  eirtU^ 
It  io  eacmiibend  and  omreaed  bj  toiL" 

**  Lore  that  widiin  me  qwiaJii,**  in  aooent  dear 
Forth  from  hia  lipa  anon  ao  aweetl j  came^ 
That  still  ita  aweetoeaa  Tibratea  on  mine  ear. 

Such  full  contenlment  that  iUnatriooa  aijB^e  115 

And  thoae  who  atood  around  him  teatified. 
Naught  ebe^  it  aeemed,  their  aenaea  could  engage. 

"We  all  wero  fixed  in  ruitere  on  hia  aong, 

Liataening  attent^ — wnen  lo,  the  old  man  cried : 
^'HbwnowyelingningaoulaP    Why  hen  ao  long  P 

Haate,— to  the  mountain  awiftlj  take  the  road ;  121 

And  let  jour  fljeUda  from  thoae  acalea  be  freed 
Whidi  lob  jon  of  the  pseaence  of  tout  Ood.*' 

Aa  when,  oollectinff  either  tare  or  Uaoe, 
The  doTca,  unitra  quietlT  to  iked, 
(Awhile  their  cuitomed  naugfatineaa  aDajed) 

If  aught  appear  that  cauaea  tMm  alanuy  127 

AU  on  a  sudden  quit  the  loved  repast. 
Assailed  bj  greater  care  and  &ar  of  harm ; — 

So  I  beheld  the  band  who  joined  ua  last, 

Forsake  the  song,  and  speed  them  to  the  heiffht. 
Like  one  not  knowing  whither  bound  2 — ao  mat 

We  hasted,  eager  to  pursue  our  fli^t.  133 


CANTO  III. 

▲mOUHZHT. 

n*  PMti  iDquin  Um  waj  «p  the  sMNint  tnm  %  troop  of  ^iriti  tbfj  teo 
•dTmncinir.  Oo«  of  tbow— Moafrtd,  Una  of  Hwplm-^WBmkm  hisMelf 
JuMwn  to  Dautc,  and  rektoo  tbo  partioiilsn  of  liii  dcsth. 

Soon  aa  these  souls  dispersing  through  the  plain,  1 

In  sudden  flight  had  to  the  mount  repaired, 

lie.  **  Amor  ehe  Mlto  monto  ad  ngioBa."  This  it  the  first  line  of  ono 
•f  Dut»'t  own  ■ooBHi,  qaolMl  in  his  Convito,  Trat  iii.  IS,  whert  ho 
sipkiw  this  luvi*  to  hs  tho  lore  of  Wisdom.  Casella  thus  not  only  oooh 
pttM  vith  Ihmtr's  loqamt,  hut  courteously  sdcets  ono  of  his  own  sonp, 
m  oUndod  to  by  MUton,  floaatt  ziii.  12. 

1.  igf.  ThslcTtlfrooDdstthcfooCof  thonouataiib 
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Where  Justice  racka  them  with  deseired  pwn, 
I  drew  me  closer  to  my  faithfuj  guide ; 

For  how  (dthout  hia  succour  hod  I  fared  ? 

Who  else  bod  drawn  me  up  the  mountain  eide  P 
luwnrd  remorse  appeared  his  aoul  to  wring ;  7 

O  noble  conscience,  upright  and  refined, 

Kow  alight  a  lault  inflicts  a  bitter  sting ! 
Soon  as  his  feet  that  eager  haste  forsook, 

Which  robs  each  act  of  dignity, — my  mind. 

On  one  sole  object  late  intent — now  took 
A  wider  range,  by  ardeut  iancy  led ;  13 

And  on  that  mount  1  filed  my  stedfast  gaie. 

Which  soara  to  heaven  with  most  exalted  head. 
The  sun  which,  flaming  red,  behbd  ua  shone. 

Was  broken  hv  my  figure — since  its  rays 

On  me,  aa  ou  a  resting  place,  were  thrown. 
Seeing  a  shadow  &om  my  torm  alone  19 

Cost  on  the  ijTound,  1  turned  me  in  dismay, 

iiJupposing  Virgil,  my  loved  escort  gone. 
Anon  the  bard  drew  dose  unto  my  aide. 

Exclaiming :  "  Why  these  idle  tears  betrav. 

As  though  desertca  by  thy  faithful  guide? 
'Tia  evening  now,  where  in  the  tomb  ia  laid  25 

The  frame  in  which  I  cast  a  shade  of  yore, 

To  Naples  from  Brundusium  canveTeil- 
If  now  in  front  of  me  no  shade  appear. 

Bethink  thee  of  the  heavens ;  nor  marvel  more 

Than  at  the  rays  which  pass  from  sphere  to  sphere. 
True,  Heavenly  ^Visdom  hath  our  fr^unes  disposed        81 

To  suffer  torments,  or  of  heat  or  cold ; 

Though  how  She  aets  is  not  to  us  disclosed.  J 

Insensate  he,  who  thinks  with  mortal  ken  I 

To  pierce  Infinitude,  wliich  doth  enfold  M 

8.  Cnto  bad  rfprovrd  the  fpirin  *t  the  (vacliuion  of  Ihe  lut  nnto  for 
Iheir  dels}'  in  uaccnding  ilie  mouulaia.  Ilia  reproach  the  iflidrt  ran- 
wsience  of  Virgil  lski'»  lo  himirlf,  remembBriD^  huw  fr«)iieni]v  be  bud 
lectured  Dwite  for  vtwiiD'.:  lime.  ]2.  i.t  la  liianaiag  to  tliv  aan^ 

afCsfcllB.  15.  Tb<:  mounlaiii  of  PiirxBtor;.  ID.  Dastc. 

not  coatiAeriDg  Tirgil  wu  a  spini.  eiprcied  lo  see  bi>  •btdow  un  the 
fCromd  u  well  u  hii  own,  and  on  perouving  onl;  mui,  imi^a  bimwlf 
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TnTM  Hnom  in  one  substmoe.-^Seek  not  thADy 
O  moital  noe,  for  reMoiiB,— bat  beUerOy  87 

Ami  be  contented;  for  had  aU  been  aeeni 

Vo  need  there  wai  for  Mazy  to  conceiTe. 
Hen  haTO  ye  known  who  thus  deaiied  in  vain ; 

And  whose  deaiies  that  might  at  rest  hare  been 

Now  constitute  a  source  oiendless  pain ; 
Fkto,  the  Sti^irite,  and  man j  mcnv  43 

I  here  alhi£  to:*'  then  his  head  he  bent,— 

Was  silent,  and  a  troubled  aspect  wore. 
Heanwhile  the  mountain's  foot  had  we  attained ; 

And  so  precipitous  was  that  ascent, 

Yainlj  had  mortal  limbs  their  sinews  strained. 
The  most  uncouth  and  most  deserted  waj  49 

'Twixt  Lerice  and  Turbii^  is  a  stair, 

Compared  to  this,  full  easy  to  essay. 
Cheeking  his  steps — **  Now,  who,"  my  master  said, 

*^an  tell  me  where  this  mountain  slopes — that  there 

He  maj  ascend  who  hath  not  wings  to  aid  P  " 
And  while  his  looks  were  cast  upon  the  ground—         55 

Considering  the  meaning  of  the  road, — 

And  I  was  gazing  on  the  height  around; 
Sudden  appeared  upon  the  left,  a  race 

Of  spirits  drawing  near,  who  scarcely  showed 

Their  feet  were  moving,  so  composed  their  pace. 
**  O  ma^er ! "  I  exclainM*d,  **  lift  up  thine  eyes ;—        61 

Behold  some  spirits  who  counsel  will  bestow, 

If  thou  thvM'lf  no  counsel  canst  devise.*' 
lie  looked  at  me,  and  i*almly  then  replied : 

"  (.to  wv  tu  nuH't  them,  since  their  steps  are  slow; 

And  thou,  swivt  son,  do  thou  in  hope  abide." 

30.  t.  r.  Had  tlie  va jt  of  God  been  known  to  our  ftnt  Parents,  sod 
vbj  tbo  mppUs  vu  forlwddf n,  they  would  not  hare  liatened  to  the  taoiptM* 
bent  of  8aian,  and  •uperioducrd  the  necceaicy  of  our  8aviour^i  inoama- 
Hoa.  40.  i.  «.  Had  the  itpi^culative  pbiloaiiplirra  been  humble- 

aadMl,  inacrad  of  eodeaTourinic  to  pierce  the  couniela  of  God,  they  wouM 
hsTe  barn  admitted  into  Paradiae,  whereaa  they  are  now  eondenned  tu 
amMrr  m  Umbo  the  tonnent  of  unaatitficd  curiosity.  Of  this  number  waa 
Tinhl  himarlf.  (Inf.  if.  42.)  Urnce  his  perturbation,  and  the  abrupt  con* 
ehMMNi  of  hia  qirceh.  60.  Placra  in  the  mountaiuoua  country  of 

Ctnum.  M,  Traaalntod  on  the  authority  of  Jliiifroli.  00.  Their 

fardiataa  dcBfnatca  their  acf Ufcnea  ia  parfominf  virtooot  sctkna  when 


IflD  PUBOATOSIO. 

A  thousand  poceB  forward  had  we  gone — ■  67 

Still  was  that  com{iBn_v  aa  far  away 

Aa  a  good  thrower  luigfat  propel  a  iftone, — 
"When  hack  upon  the  rocks  of  that  Bt«ep  pile 

All  drew,  and  firmly  stood  in  eloae  arroy, 

Like  one  in  doubt,  who  «tops  to  gaie  awhile. 
"  Ye  spirits  elect,  who  well  have  run  your  raw !  73 

Oh,  Dv  that  peace  which,  if  I  deem  aright, 

Te  all  eipect,"  said  Virgil,  "  tell  the  plaue 
Wbere  Klopea  the  mountain,  that  our  feet  may  climb, 

U  it  be  possible,  its  lofty  height ; 

For  who  knows  most,  grieves  most  for  wasted  time." 
And  e*en  aa  sheep  forth  isaue  from  the  fold,  79 

By  one,  by  two,  by  three — while  all  the  rest 

Stand  timid,  and  to  earth  their  noses  hold ; 
And  what  the  leader  doth,  the  others  do, — 

If  chance  she  stop,  behind  her  closely  prest — 

Simple  and  still — not  knowing  why :  e'en  so 
I  saw  the  leaders  of  this  &vourra  race  85 

Now  move,  now  pause,  aa  their  advance  they  made, — 

Modest  in  look,  and  dignified  in  paee. 
When  intercepted  on  my  right  they  found 

The  solar  rays,  so  tliat  a  lengthening  shade. 

Far  aa  the  eavem,  darkened  all  the  ground, 
Th^  paused— and  somewhat  bock  their  steps  ivithdrew; 

And  all  the  others  who  behind  them  came,  92 

Not  knowing  why,  fell  back  some  pores  too. 
"  Although  ye  aak  not,  fi-anhly  will  1  own. 

He  whom  ye  eee  still  wears  his  human  frame  ; 

Hence  on  the  earth  a  broken  ray  is  thrown. 
Be  not  amazed ;  in  vain  would  he  essay  97 

To  climb  the  summit  of  this  mountain  wall. 

If  heavenly  Virtue  guided  not  his  way." 
Thus  apoke  the  master. — "Turn  and  entw  fiist," 

Eiclaimed  that  gentle  band  of  spirits — all 

TS.  Tb«y  an  astomabMl  to  are  the  two  tncrll«rs  comhiE  to  dwm  in 
*Q  opptxite  dirretioib  79.  "  If  one  ibpfp  ibould  tfannr  litiitir 

domi  a  prrdpice  of  ■  (housaad  lett,  all  ibr  ml  wnold  fQlIaw' ;  udiTgDC, 
for  any  cuht,  in  pnwup  a  road  stioold  Imp,  all  the  mt  vontd  leap, 
diDugh  Any  nw  noihiiig  to  Imp  over." — EMoip,  ConvilO.  100.  L  t. 

Knur  (tiB  cave  or  grotto,  msDtioiudbefine,  Hue  90. 
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CA5TU  ni. 

ittiixtg  a  signal  with  tlie  hun<l  reTtrsri] ; 

.And  OOP  iif  tliL-ni  liejraii:  "  Wliix^'er  tlioii  be, 
Tnrn  hitlier,  aa  thuu  journevL-st,  aod  iieulu« 
If  upou  oftrtli.  Diy  face  woa  knovn  t«  thee." 
To  him  1  tuniiKl,  iMid  BU-dlast  viewed  hiii  fiico: 
Fair  was  he,  houdaomc,  a»d  of  uuble  air, 
But  of  a  icar  hta  eyebrow  showed  the  trace. 

Wh^n  with  huiuilitj  1  had  confest 
That  i  had  nrror  wvo  bis  iaev  before. 
Ha  poiaird  to  a  wound  above  hio  breaat. 

And  aniiUiig  added — "  Manfred  is  mj  oaroe, 

Gmidson  of  Euiprras  Constance  ;~when  once  more 
Thou  *halt  return,  this  favour  let  me  claim  :• 

Go  to  tnjr  bi-autcoua  child,  whose  cfftpring  are 
The  pridft  uf  Arni^n  and  i^icily ; 
Aod,  apile  of  evU  tongues,  the  truth  dechuc. 

Tmuptrrwd  in  battle  hj  two  mortal  blows, 
I  miMid  injr  Boul  iu  prayer  to  Ilim  on  high, 
Who  prace  and  paraun  willitiuly  t<c«towii. 


]b  MM  wen  hornble,  1  muBt 
Butai 


wide  anus  hath  Mercy  inliiute, 
il  Itiat  turns  to  he 


I 
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To  hunt  Die  down — had  lie  but  irnil  aright 
Thia  teit,  in  .Scripture  for  hia  guidance  lent. 
Ht  boon  had  still  their  former  place  posseascil  127 

jf  aw  Bonovento,  at  the  bridge's  htu, 
Aad,  gotrded  by  tJie  mound,  had  been  at  mt : 

l«.  MMAti,  BUarel  (Ml  of  PWdcrtck  II.—"  The  piMM  maa~  wn 

~MW*I.  "-"r  "■--  '"  '  -■---"  —  -  -'■'■■■' •...-■■     (iDUutlsrs- 

■  af  Italy  by  ChutMorAujDu.b'  wu  drfntm  ■ml  kilM  ol  Hnwrn- 
^.tatSBA.  lia,  Uanfrid 'lyoln*  Itaau  'u  aHk  bl*  diuirhln' 

t,  vilbof  PMrr  IIL  ol  Amgoa, (at  tbt  furfa^  it<  laiitSfter  iwt 
lMm,uuliUHlpBiiii(lli*  fmiatui  doubu  whlfli  llir  Papa  uul  Om 
d  iMd  adud.  ISI.  The  l-rl«tt  but  daTumrd  him; 

tX  h*  b  birbl."  priMfd  Inr  oar  poel  in  bk  A  Valf.  Xl^.  I  It. 
U  L  ■*  Buiiui  Kanfrcd  dl«l  undrr  ■Mitenn'  af  guwrnaiuntouiin,  Ktar 
T^rlM  voald  not  haie  hla  bod;  bronahl  into  conmniled  gnmad,  ind 
W  *M  burinl  II  Ihr  root  of  thn  brvbe  of  ilewitnliuii.  A  •loM  *b 
It  III  ■  II  b}  rtrrj  loliLirr  lo  >)•■  arm}  upon  lb*  inmih.  w  thii  ■■*  prtst 
mtiati  VH  rwxd.  Bui  li  ■•  rriwrlvl  that  b;  mmniaBii  of  ih«  IVipa 
a*mtm\  IV.,  tlw  Biabnpof  Cm-uh  iDak  h^  bnd;  ihtaev  aiul  carhtd  It 
(■I  of  ibr  kinpbnn,  hrnuM  tt  *■■  ebunh  Innd  ;  and  bi  tm  biiriad  bj 
tt*  Ak  •(  tba  liiiT  Ttntt."—  ruinni,  Ub.  tU.  <«p.  0. 
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POKOATOBIO. 

Bevond  the  Idngdom,  far  as  Verde  spread, 
Wiiither  he  bore  them,  with  the  torches  quenched. 

But  their  fell  curses  cannot  fix  our  doom,  ] 

Kor  sbw  the  eternal  Love  from  His  intent. 
While  Hope  remftiuing  bears  her  verdant  bloom. 

'Tia  true,  that  he  who  doth  the  Church  offend. 
And  contumacious  dies,  though  he  repent 
At  last, — for  all  the  time  that  he  did  spend 

In  that  presumption — must,  without  this  ridge  ] 

Bove  thirty  times  as  long;  unless  such  date 
The  availing  prayers  of  holy  men  abridge. 

See  theu  the  means  how  thou  my  soul  raay'st  cheer, 
Telliug  my  good  Coatanza  the  eetat« 
In  which  thou  see'st  me,  aud  this  ban ;  for  here 

Have  earthly  prayers  a  nei  er  failing  weight"  ] 


CANTO   IT. 


The  PmU  Mocnd  ths  mDimUia  Utran;;])  a  namiw  opening.  They  find 
■errrs)  indolent  apirili  rrpiainf  in  the  sliade,  behind  ■  Ivp:  auinri. 
With  one  a!  thnv,  U^laujiu,  Dunle  holdi  a  aoaremitioa. 

"WnEir  through  excess  of  joy,  or  misery,  1 

Whieh  any  of  our  facuftiea  enchains. 

The  soul  concentrates  all  its  energy, 
It  seems  no  other  impulse  to  obey ; — 

And  this  dispels  tluit  error,  winch  maintains 

131.  {.«.  Bijmtd  Ihe  kingdom  of  Xapla,  and  baried  bbui  exeomniinii- 
eated  prrsou.  133.  "  !\'ol coDtea)«l wilh  prnpcaring-himduriughBlif'', 
with  de&miiiE  bb  chamcttr,  and  precipitating  hint  tnim  bi>  IhroDE.  thcj 
took  npoB  tbaiiudTM  to  proaouDGs  the  KUIeaw  of  hia  ctemi]  domtuiioD. 
Bia  bodj'  wn  torn  froai  ttie  gnye  and  eipoaml  on  the  hankii  o(  a  rirer,  n 
thai  of  a  rebtdlioiw  and  eieommunkaTed  ion  of  the  church.  V«t  tba 
Divinity,  irhoae  mercj  i>  not  m  the  mrrcy  of  man,  hath  aecfpKd  faim, 
pardoned  him,  and^ven  him  promiie  of  an  eternity  of  bli« ;  — ndthn' tha 

_..  ,  j!_.^ ,  .^g  prieaia,  nor  the  impoHng  fbrm*  of  excommuDicalion 

■  to  depriTB  sinnera  of  the  benefits  of  infinite  Iotc."" — 
m  Lileraturr,  114.  The  "ban"'  iathe  prohibition 

to  enter  Ihir^lorj  tiJI  afier  the  period  appointed  to  '' 


Thtl  ttreral  bouIb  light  up  our  mortal  clay. 

And  thus,  when  aiight  percluLiice  ia  h^anl  nr  seen, 
Wliich  stron);ly  to  itaelf  attrni'ta  the  soul. 
Time  Aiea,  though  nuui  perceive  not  it  hath  been : 

For  know,  that  bettring  i»  n  faculty 

IHotinct  from  tlmt  which  sriim^cs  the  whole; 
And  thi«  appears  enchnined,  while  that  is  tree. 

Th*  troth  of  this  I  fully  nseertoined 

WbtD.  list<-iung  to  that  rhAtle,  I  looked  around ; 
For  now  full  fifty  atcpB  the  sun  hud  gained. 

By  me  the  while  unnotiwd,  whea  we  came 

Whtie — "  U<'re,  the  way  ye  ask  for  may  bo  found," 
With  Tuic«  uiumimoiia  tno  souk  eic^taim. 

WidrT  the  |^  which  oft  the  village  clown 
Clean  with  »a  much  thorn  as  ho  may  bear 
Ona  on  hi«  fork,  what  time  the  grape  rtows  brown, 

TktU  wu  thi.'  pathway,  by  whose  course  my  guide, 
And  1  behind  him,  scaled  the  rugged  stair, 
8oga  as  that  troop  had  partt>d  from  our  aide. 

Down  may  one  go  to  Noli,  or  the  high 

Buonantua  climb — San  Leo's  steep  ascend, 
With  &rt  al<me ;  but  here  oue  netnla  muat  fly— 

With  buoyant  wing  I  uiean,  and  with  the  plumo 
Of  strong  desire,  as  I  his  steps  attend 
Vbo  p*e  me  faoM,  and  lit  me  through  the  gloom. 

VpliroaA  the  broken  rock  we  then  proceeded, 
wliich lienuned  us  closelv  in  on  either  flank, 
Sa  that  our  hands  as  well  as  feet  wo  needed : 

Aiid  when,  at  laat,  was  onened  to  our  viow 

TTm  jilaiu  that  crowuea  the  summit  of  the  bsnlc.— 
"  Haator,"  1  said,  "  what  path  shall  we  pursue  ?" 

Hipo  he :  "  Let  not  a  gtcy  in  thy  nmcr 
Dudint^ :  but  up  the  mountain  follow  mo. 
Until  aaroe  wiae  oonductor  ahall  appear." 

The  lummit  far  above  man's  keu  was  plaeed  : 
And  st4<eper  seemed  its  haughty  sioea  to  bo 
Tluui  thniugh  mid  quadnmt  line  to  centre  traeod. 

^ipIa}B(M  ■<  ana  tmltj  vanU  n> 


I 


Wearied  I  tbb,  and  of  all  strength  bereft, 

When,  "  Turn  and  look,  lored  father !"  I  began ; 
"  If  thou  desert  me  I  alone  am  left-" 

"  Drag  thee  to  yonder  cornice,"  he  replied, 
"  Mj  son ;"  and  point«d  to  a  ledge  that  ma 
A.  little  higher  round  the  mountain  side. 

Hia  words  so  spurred  me  on,  I  forced  mj  way. 
Struggling  on  hands  and  knees  his  pace  to  keep. 
Until  the  circling  ledge  beneath  roe  lay. 

There  sate  we  both,  upon  the  bank  redined, 

Facing  the  east,  where  first  we  climbed  the  steep  j- 
And  oft  a  retrospect  delights  the  mind. 

To  the  low  shores  1  first  direct  mine  ejea. 
Then  lift  them  to  the  sun,  in  wondering  gase. 
To  see  how  from  the  left  his  beams  arise, 

The  bard  observed  how  on  the  car  of  light 
My  eyes  were  wholly  fixed,  in  dull  amaze, 
Wbere  'twixt  the  north  and  us  it  struck  our  sight ; 

"  If  JoYe.'a  twin  progeny,"  to  me  he  said, 
"  In  company  with  that  bright  mirror  were. 
Whose  guidijig  radiance  high  and  low  ia  shed, 

The  ruddy  Zodiac  then  would'st  thou  behold 
StiU  wheeling  closer  round  to  either  Bear, 
Unless  it  deviate  from  its  pathway  old. 

How  this  may  be,  if  thou  desire  to  tnow, 
Imagine  Sion  with  this  mountain  high 
80  placed  together  on  our  earth  below, 

That  one  horiEOn  only  have  the  two, 

But  different  hemispheres ;  and  thus  thine  ere 
Along  that  path  which  Phaeton  ill  knew, 

Will  see  the  sun  reaeh  oue  in  hia  career. 
And  then  the  other,  on  the  opposing  side ; 
If  that  thine  intellectual  sight  be  clear." 

"  Never,  in  truth,  O  blaster,  did  I  see 

ar.  tn  all  cauiilrica  this  tide  tbe  Tropic  at  Cancer,  he  wbo  fium  U 
lUt  aeea  the  tan  on  hig  rig'bt.  See  Lucan.  PhvL  iii.  HT.  61.  t.«    I 

he  auD,  iostcad  of  bciiig  in  Ariea,  bad  been  in  Onnini — both  the  (UB  M 
he  lodiao  would  have  been  mea  to  vbccl  nearer  the  Bean.  66, 11 

let  that  tlounl  Sun  anil  Out 
li  uthtT,   bansg  the 
aincreai  nenuapnerc* ;  so  mat  tue  >un,  joumejlDg  ali 
the  Ecliptic^  moat  ceodi  riae  altenutsly  an  oj^omlB 


i 
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"Wfth  njch  clear  int^llMl  ae  uow,"  I  died, 

~  (That  which  hath  hitherto  been  dark  tu  me) 
How  tbo  mill  rirrlo  thnt  doth  earth  enfold. —  1 

In  tmn*  of  Kienitt  the  Equator  hight — 

And  Hituate  'twiit  the  extremes  of  neat  and  cold. 
Buna  uonh want,  fortho  rva»on  given;— though,  viewed 

By  thoMO  who  dwi'll  in  PalcBtiDe,  its  lito 

X.UV  tdwiinU  a  rv^tm  more  with  heat  endued. 
But  I  would  jiladly  learn, — dei(;n  thou  to  t«ich —  85 

What  height  we  have  to  ascend ;  for  higher  fiir 

The  hill  uprisea  than  mine  eyea  can  peach." 
*  Surh  is  this  mountain's  nature,"  he  rcpbed, 
.       "  That  difficult  the  first  steps  always  are, 
'       But  easier,  as  man  scaler  ite  lofty  side. 

Uracf .  when  bo  pleasant  it  to  thee  shall  seem,  91   { 

That  the  aaccndiiii;  shall  as  easy  be, 

Aa  in  a  boat  the  gliding  down  a  stream, — 
Then  a  ilc  thou  have  attained  thy  jounier'e  end  ; 

TWn  nwt  from  thy  fatigue  awnitetb  toee : 

I  My  no  more ; — on  this  for  truth  depend." 
When  be  had  brought  his  convene  to  a  dose,  97 

A  voice  was  beai4  :  "  Befoce  that  road  be  poaeed, 

KeoeMity  may  forc4>  thee  to  repose." 
Earh.  aa  attrai-try)  by  the  sound  we  turned, 

Haw  on  thi!  left  a  atune  of  measure  vast, 

Which  neither  1  nor  Virgil  had  discerned. 
Tbttbcr  we  drew  ;  and  there  soma  spirits  stood  108 

Who  in  the  shade  tirhind  the  roclir  mound 

Lottmd,  like  men  who  stand  in  idle  mood  : 
And  one,  wfau  seemed  hy  weariness  opprcet. 

Warn  vnio^  with  his  annt  hts  kneca  around. 

Between  them  bending  down  his  head  to  reat. 
"  Hmt  lord,"  I  said,  "  benold  a  spirit  there,  100 

Tffho  doth  oomport  himaelf  more  Uiily 

Than  if  e'en  IdlenMi  his  sister  were. 
To  n*  be  tumed— and  gued  with  look  intent, 

Uorisg  his  ftelUf  iqnraid  o'er  the  thigh, 


rtlt  sppranlorunaonihi  in  the  nvlbaa 
1 1.  WbrB  Iha  tubll  of  tlrtur  AaU  hsvt 
104.  "jUlliailuilBvarspvaln'dliaa 
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PUBQATOKIO. 


Ab  thnB  he  Boid  : — *'  Now,  brave  one,  motint  the  Mcait. 
Then  was  he  known  to  me  ;  nor  did  the  pain,  1] 

That  from  my  labouring  cheel  o'ercaiue  me  still. 

Make  me  from  nearer  intercourse  refisin. 
As  I  approached,  hii  scarcely  moved  hia  head. 

SajTBg :  — "  Host  learnt  why  over  yonder  hill 

Hjb  car  upon  the  left  hath  Phcebus  ledf 
His  laiy  gcaturea,  and  his  converBe  tairf  13 

Brought  my  lipa  somewhat  to  ft  smile ; — then  I ; 

"  Belscqua,  now  for  thee  hath  ceased  my  grief; 
But  wherefore  thou  art  sitting  there,  explain ; — 

Dost  thou  await  a  guide  thus  patiently  ? 

Or  merely  thy  old  mood  indulge  agam  f" 
"  O  brother,  what  avails  the  steep  to  climb  ?"  127 

He  said ;  "  for  ksow,  God's  Angel  at  the  gate 

"Would  not  admit  me  ere  the  appointed  time. 
Whirled  must  I  be  without  these  ooundariea 
I      Long  as  I  dwelt  on  eartb,  (and  this  my  fat^ 

Since  I  till  death  delayed  repentADt  sighs,) 
Unless  by  prayer  a  speedier  aid  be  given.—  1S3 

Prayer  from  a  heart  which  Grace  hath  visited: 

What  other  prayer  avails — unheard  in  Heaven  p" 
The  poet  now  was  climbing  up  the  height 

Before  mo  : — "  Haste  thy  steps : — the  aun,"  he  aaid, 

"  Strikes  the  meridian  ;  and  already  Night 
Over  Marocco's  coast  her  foot  bath  spread."  139 
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CANTO   V. 

ASOI7IOKT. 
Danta  ii  raproTtd  b;  Tirgfl  for  •neodios  to  tlie  Thbptn  of  Ihs  iiiiriti  who 
wonder  M  hnoaitinga  atuuloT. — A  troop  uriFc,  iiin^aplhe  Hwetm. 
Atlboogb  Ih^  hvi  delajed  repenlaiioe  uU  mtirlakra  bj  ■  riolniE  death, 
thtj  were  pvioiulir  ■Unwed  Is  nuke  their  peace  with  God.  Buooooule 
da  UantefelCn.    Pis. 

111.  Belwqin  had  oTerheard  Daote  poiutiiig  him  out  to  Vir^  b;  hit 
Usf  attitude,  and  retorta  ironioall;.  Tbii  tiuniiDg'  slnia  be  HBtmac*, 
on  Drnte'iapproacliing-DMrrt.  119.  In  alluMoo  to  the  igooraiiM 

H         Dante  had  betrayed  in  hie  inqniry  (line  S7)  u  to  the  iuiiudbI  appearanoe 
K       aftbeniD.  133.  i.e.  Mj  grief  for  yonr  death  vanishes,  oo  finding 

■       jou  here.  Seeeantavii.  64.  130.  Seecaotoiii.  IM.  lag.  n^. 

H    ■  iDcm,  or  Hauritania.  is  meniioned  ae  barderlD|-  on  the    hemiiphen  at 
^B      JanaaleaL    Bainf  midnisbt  then,  it  «ai  mid-daj  In  Pui^aton. 


oAno  Ws  ie7 

Foiaowiyg  tibe  fouiit<j|n  rfny  ftitMbl  goMa  1 

Thoie  louli  I  nov  kid  left,  wben  in  tiie  reir 
One,  witli  hb  flnfv  pointinff  to  me,  cried : 

"  See  bow  hie  fim  obstructs  tbe  solar  li^t» 
So  tbst  •  shsde  dotb  to  his  left  appear, 
As  tbopi^  be  were  indeed  a  living  wi(^t.'* 

On  besBJng  tbem,  I  straightwaj  turned  me  round,  7 

And  aaw  their  looks  fint  fixeid  on  me  alone, 
Ihen  on  the  shadow  cast  upon  the  grmmd. 

^Whj  thus  absorbed,"  said  Virgil, ""  u  thy  tiioughti 
That  thou  so  tardily  proceedest  on  P 
What  idle  whispers  here  concern  thee  aught 

Follow  thou  me,  nor  heed  what  others  say : —  18 

Be  like  a  tower  that  nerer  stoops  its  head, 
Bellow  the  tempests  fiercely  ss  they  may. 

He  in  whose  breast  springs  thought  to  thought  sueeeeding^ 

Of  his  intent  is  erer  firustratcd — 

The  force  of  one  the  other's  force  impeding." 
Save  that  ^  I  come,"  what  answer  coula  I  give-^  19 

Mt  features  slightly  dyed  with  hue  of  shame, 

\l  hich  makes  man  worthy  pardon  to  receiTO  P 
Meanwhile  upon  our  flank  obliquely  hung 

A  band  of  souIb  that  o*er  the  mountain  came, 

And  Terse  by  verso  the  Miserere  suns. 
When  ther  observed  that,  as  I  passed  uong,  25 

3[y  boay  was  impervious  to  the  ray. 

Into  a  lon^  hoame  "  Oh !"  they  changed  their  song. 
And  two,  as  if  deputed  by  that  band. 

Ran  forward,  and  addressed  us  on  our  way : 

**  Give  us  your  real  state  to  understand." 
My  master  answered  them :  ''  Ye  may  return,  81 

And  this  report  to  those  who  sent  you  bear ; 

Alive  is  he  whose  form  ye  here  discern: 
If,  as  I  jud^,  they  paused  his  shade  to  view. 

This  answer  may  suffice. — Let  them  prepare 

To  honour  one  who  majr  good  service  do." 
Never  beheld  I  at  the  fidl  of  night  87 

So  swiftly  fly  o*er  heaven  a  meteor's  flame, 

IS.  Am  IpfcnM,  U.  37.  84.  tf.e.Tbe  ft  lit  Pta]a^  <«  Hav«  bmnj 

^  Mr,  O  God,"  *o.  as.  i  i>.  Bj  bcwiof  newt  of  UiMi  lo  tMr 

MUMfltAod  ffiqiitins  thf  to  oAar  ap  pnjtn,  thst  tli*  pMriod  of  tbdr 

•B&rfais**^^ 
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Or  Augngt's  douda,  when  Sol  nithdraivs  hisUgh^ 

But  that  in  shorter  time  around  they  wheeled. 
And  joined  the  rest : — then  all  to  meet  us  came. 
Like  troops  with  slackened  rein  that  boout  the  fieU. 

"  Close  are  we  presaed,  and  by  a  numerous  throng,"      i 
The  poet  said ; — "  thev  come  to  ask  thy  aid : 
List  to  their  prayera,  but  lietening  move  along." 

"  0  soul,  who  in  the  hope  of  being  blest 

Haat  with  thy  mortal  Limbs  this  path  essayed," 
Shouting  they  came, — "  awhile  thy  footBteps  rest ; 

Look  on  our  featurea  ;  and  if  any  trace  4 

Thou  recognise,  to  earth  the  tidings  bear : 
Ah  !  why  this  haste  ?  why  not  reiai  thy  pace  ?         d 

By  Tiolencc  we  all  our  ie&th  incurred ;  m 

And  sinnere  to  our  latest  hour  we  were,  ^ 

Wlien  light  from  Hearen  informed  us  bow  we  erred ; 

So  that,  repenting  and  foi^ving,  we  £ 

Did  make  our  peace  with  God  before  we  died, 
Who  thrillB  uu  with  desire  his  face  to  see." 

"  No  well  remembered  featurea  do  I  yiew ; — 
But,  O  ye  blessed  spirita,"  I  replied, 
"  K  aught  may  give  you  pleasure  I  can  do — 

TeU  me,  and  by  the  peace  I  seek  on  high,  ( 

Prom  world  to  world  by  such  on  escort  led, — 
Tell  me — and  with  your  wish  will  I  comply."  M 

"  In  thy  kind  promises  confide  we  all,  I 

Although  thou  awearest  not,"  one  spirit  said ; 
"  Unleaa  thy  purpose  want  of  power  enthrall. 

"Whence  I,  who  epeak  to  thee  bHbre  the  rest,  ' 

Beseech  thee,  if  the  country  e'er  thou  see 
'Twist  Naples  and  Romagna,  my  request 

In  Pauo  to  make  known  with  eourteoua  prayer, 
That  orisons  be  offered  up  for  me, 
To  cleanse  me  of  the  weighty  sins  I  bear. 

There  was  I  bora  ; — but  near  the  city  built 
By  great  Antenor  I  tho  wound  received 
By  which  my  life's  btood  waa  untimely  spilt— 

There  where  I  thought  to  find  a  safe  retreat. 

67.  Juopo  del  Cuera — ■  ciii»n  of  Fuio,  who  bann;  nutdatbed 
Aitone  111.,''  bim  of  Estc,"  line  77,  iru  uuuinatnl  bjr  ha  ordcrast 
Onaco,  nnr  PwJiui,  vben  be  (bought  hiauelf  Mf*  frata  tui  eoemj. 
73.  The  dt;  of  Padua 
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Through  him  of  Egte  I  wm  oftife  bereared, 
Tliuu>;n  not  de«en'iiij;  enmity  bo  great. 

Tu«irtl3  Mi™  luul  I  lleU,  when  sore  beeet 
At  Oriao)  by  the  murderoiu  foe, 
With  thmie  tbftt  brralho  had  1  bem  Dtunbered  yet  - 

But  niDning  t»the  mnnh,  in  reeds  and  mud 
I  fi-il  rutangled,  uid  beheld  the  flow 
Thai  from  my  vcina  imbued  the  earth  with  btood." 

Tlifn  spalie  uiother :  "  That  drtire  of  thine,  8S 

Which  pmmpt*  th«n'  to  ascend  the  mountaio'a  cntt, ' 
Mayeat  thuu  Bcv?ompliah,  as  thou  favour  mine ! 

1  w»a  of  Montrfelim ;  and  mr  name 

Buooeonte  :  ainee  Giovanna  and  the  rc«t 
Cm  not  for  mr,  1  ynik  om>rrst  with  shame." 

IWd  I  to  him :  "  What  acciilinit  or  forro  ftl  ] 

Vkom  CsBipaldino'a  plain  thy  body  drew, 
Ihst  no  one  erer  i-haim-d  to  find  thy  cor 

Hb  ■Will  il :  **  At  the  foot  of  Caaentino 
TWb  Afdumo  doth  its  way  puraue 
T^oa  o'er  tbe  bermit's  aeat  m  Apennine 

Aail  thither,  when  it  <*aafM  to  retain  97  | 

Ita  titte,  with  my  arek  tniiiap)«rced  I  came, 
Ftyinc  on  fool — my  lifoblood  on  the  plain. 

Anifinit  there,  all  wuse  of  TuiioD  scno. 

My  Bp(wh  1  fini»hnd  with  the  Virgin's  nam 
Tbpw  frll ;  and  thetv  remained  my  lleah  alone. 

IVi  troth  I  t«Il  du  thou  im  earth  re'pMt: —  lOS 

On)'*  Angel  claimed  me  :  but  lie^U'*  demon  dread 
Crkd :  '  Thou  from  llraTm  I  0  nhy  my  aim  dofrat  ? 

nou  robbeat  me  of  bia  et«ma]  aoul 

For  ihat  one  tear  of  pemtetxe  he  abed ;  a 

Bat  what  ramaina  u  imdor  my  contnj.'  ^  1 

IM  ■— iiMH  ■Miiiiifn[iii».fliaiiilliiit»filTrii  atlnLtiHUn. 
FWrtMc  fix*  tfc*  0<>^*>  >»  «»  kl»«l-  >«1  !>*•  <»l7  a-nr  baad. 
Rbm  ite  pHt  Mfa*  Ik*  daMrlptka  Uibi  MUnt.  UioruBa.  Mi  vib,  h* 
an,  Mna  aa<  to  lAr  s«  i—y*—  **  '^"i  <■>  r*fA>^  >■'•  cotnaa  Ma 

bV|M«7,Ml4h*tlMMk>iaflWMtl».HlltUK«oflMMe.  M.  A 

laitaiBihaGMMlMatPvppi  wboatb  battle  took  fihat.  H.  A 

ftaar  vUeh  rtm  iata  Ika  Anw.  IH,  8m  ■  limUar  iltptU  ta  tha 

tatoMluTU.IIS)b«>«B8LprmriiBBd  tlMDnO,«»  UxfrrtfU 
•iwltoB^DfOvlifa,  UwfHbn  of  (Mi  BMOSSBl«t--0«Ua  ta  m«tW  tV 
M^  aaMh  abMHwl  by  lk>  ~  .     .    -      ~      ^      . 

«br*«nira. 


Thou  knowest  how  rise,  collected  in  the  tir,  1( 

The  humid  miata,  which  when  they  moimt  on  high. 
Are  turned  to  water  in  those  regions  rare : 

These  did  the  evil  one  (his  will  combined 
With  intellect,  for  such  strong  Ihculty 
Kia  nature  gave)  stir  up.  disturbed  by  wind. 

When  daj  had  closed,  from  Pratoma^o  thence  11 

To  Apennine,  with  vapoura  dark  as  pitch  J 

He  filled  the  vote,  and  mode  the  heaven  so  deiue,    JH 

That  the  o'erburdcned  air  was  turned  to  rain.  fl 

Copious  it  fell,  and  into  many  a  ditch  % 

San  what  the  sated  earth  coidd  not  contain. 

And  to  great  etreama  aa  lesser  bend  their  course,  li 

So  to  the  royal  river  onward  dashed 
The  swelling  flood,  that  nought  could  check  its  ftnve. 

Cast  at  hia  mouth  the  impetuous  Archian  found 
My  frozen  corpse,  and  into  Amo  washed ; 
And  from  mj  breast  that  hallowed  cross  unbouBil 

Which,  racked  with  pain,  I  of  my  arms  had  made. 
Whirled  was  I  then  its  sides  and  depths  among. 
Till  o'er  me  were  its  furtive  treamres  laid." 

"  Ah !  when,  to  earth  restored,  thdo  shalt  repose 
From  all  the  labours  of  thy  jotimcy  long," 
Said  a  third  voice,  whidi  gently  then  arose, 

"  Me,  who  am  Pia*  to  remembrance  bring ; 
Siena  bore  me ;  and  Maremma  slew ; — 
Ue  who,  on  majrying  me,  a  golden  ring 

Placed  ou  my  finger,  knoweth  this  is  true."  'j 

CANTO    VI. 

ASOVKEST. 

ortd. 

IIS.  See  Infemo  lui.  aa.  136.  i.  e.  The  ctih  vhieh  he  had 

made,  tIuci  dying',  b^fbldio^  hia  u-nu  mcmt  hi*  bTHwt.  133.  Pia 

— •  iMantifal  lady  of  noble  funily  al  Siena — mt  the  vire  of  Nello  della 
Keffa,  who,  eicil«l  to  jpaloiuy  by  falie  reparU,  carried  h«r  inta  Ihe  poa- 
tileDtUldistiinor  IheUoreaima.  wbrreehediediDarew-manilu.  "DbdEs 
bad  in  Ibu  inddcnl  all  thf  tnatcriali  of Hmplr  and  vrr;  pMlieal  aanatiTe ; 
but  b«  bcMoiri  OD  it  only  four  Term.  Ye(  thi«e  few  irordi  draw  b 
from  ibofe  who  kDow  her  fate.  Her  fini  desre  to  be  ealled 
bnuuM  of  ber  frieodt  OD  earth  ia  verj  aSleatag."  U|0  I 
Sericw,  So.  68.    Art.  DaHlt. 
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littfa^  akaa^  pmid  tad  ikiiiiM.  0*  tadiaf  AmU  Tifgfl  it  lik  ooon- 
tiji— u,  1m  iprifi  §tgmm€  to  — fcrici  him.  Dante  bnnks  iMth  into 
■n  apHln|iht  i(lpiiMl  tfte  anaattiral  qunrrelt  of  the 


If  Mm  plftjen  from  the  game  of  dice  depart,  1 

He  wno  hath  lost  remains  of  sorrowing  mind. 

His  throws  repeating,  so  to  learn  the  art  :— 
The  crowd  pursues  the  winner  of  the  game ; 

One  goes  before,  one  twitches  him  behind, 

One  at  his  side  doth  old  acquaintance  claim : — 
He  stajs  not ;  but  to  some  an  ear  he  lenils,  7 

To  some  gives  money : — ^these  straight  yield  their  fdaoe ; 

And  from  the  crowdfhe  thus  himseu  defends. 
Such  was  my  state  amid  that  numerous  crew. 

As  oft  on  either  side  I  turned  my  &ce ; 

While  they  with  my  fair  promises  withdrew. 
He  of  Arezzo,  who  the  mortal  blow  18 

Beceived  fix>m  Ghino*s  arm,  there  met  my  yiew ; 

He  also,  who,  while  following  his  foa 
Was  whelmed  in  Amo : — there  Novello  prayed 

With  hands  uplifted ; — he  of  Pisa,  too. 

Who  good  Marzuco^B  fortitude  displayed. 
I  saw  Count  Orso ;  and  that  shade  who  fell  19 

A  sacrifice  to  envy  and  to  spite. 

And  not  through  crime  committed,  as  they  teD ;— 
Pier  de  la  Brosse  I  mean ;  and  let  beware 

The  dame  of  Brabant  while  she  sees  the  lights 

Lest  to  a  flock  more  sinful  she  repair. 
When  I  from  all  these  spirits  had  been  freed,  25 

Who  prayed  they  mignt  obtain  the  prayers  of  man, 

Their  progress  to  a  blessed  state  to  speed ; — 

IS.  BeniooiM  of  Aresxo,  ftcting  m  Judf^  in  Siena,  pat  to  dentb  tbo 
brotbcr  of  Qbino  di  Taooo,  a  notc^  robber,  and  wiu  in  rtrenf^  Mmad- 
Bated.  15.  Clone  de*  Taiiad,— an  Aretine  who  wm  eanW  kj  Iris 

kone  into  tbe  Arno  and  drowned.  16.  Frvderioa  HavsBs,  eon  of 

ConntGuido  da  Batti5»lli,  elain  in  battle.  .  1&  Fwiiti  dtBooraiyiani 

ti  PJM    i»  ooceeion  of  wboee  murder,  kii  fiilW,  Manuoo,  exhorted  his 
to  reconciliation  at  ha  foOoved  tlM  ftmaraL  19.  Count  Ono 

10  hava  beea  ilatn  by  hie  uncle.  28.  Peter  da  la 

and  oooneellor  to  Pbilip  the  Fair  of  France.— Of  his 
iaiatace  the  oourtlari  were  to  jealous,  that  they  pnrjndioed  the  Quaca, 
Mary  of  Brabant,  efainet  him,  end  prerailed  on  her  to  acouae  him  of  aa 
atteaipt  vpoa  her  ehaetity,  finr  which  euppoeed  crime  he  wm  put  to  dea^ 
0ha  it  waned  to  azpiata  htr  fnilt,  lett  the  be  acot  to  Ueil  iaattad  uC 
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"  O  thou  my  light !  thy  tert.  it  seems,  Lath  given 
Denial  to  the  doctrine,"  I  b^im, 
"  ITiat  prayera  can  alter  the  deerees  of  heaveu ; 

Tet  Buch  the  faith  these  spirit*  enterttiin. 
Will  all  their  hopes  then  prove  of  no  avail  ? 
Or  ia  thy  writing  not  to  me  nude  plain  ?" 

"  Plain  ia  my  writing,"  atraightwny  ne  rejoined, 
"  Nor  will  their  eherished  eipectations  fail. 
If  thou  consider  with  a  thoughtful  mind : 

For  Judgment  Gt«ops  Dot  Jrom  Hia  lofty  seat,  ^7 

Though  Love's  warm  flame,  in  one  short  moment,  may 
That  ransom  work  these  should  themselves  complete. 

Moreover,  where  I  wrote  that  maiini — there 
So  crime  by  pmrag  could  be  washed  awav, 
Since  from  the  Almighty  was  disjoined  their  prayer. 

But  on  my  answer  do  not  thou  rely.  43 

UnlcBfl  confirmed  by  her  who  is  the  light 
That  shines  between  the  truth  and  mental  eye, 

Enow'st  thou  my  meaning  ?     Beatrice  I  mean ; — 
She,  blest  and  joyous,  on  the  verdant  height 
Of  this  fair  mountain  shall  by  thee  be  seen." 

Then  I :  "  Let  us  proceed  with  greater  haste ;  49 

I  am  not  weary  as  before ;  and  lo !  ^h 

Already  doth  the  mouiit  a  shadow  cast."  ^^M 

"  We  shf^  advance  before  the  evening  close,  ^^| 

Far  as  we  can,"  be  answered  me  ;  "  but  know,  ^H 

The  mountain's  form  ia  not  what  you  suppose. 

Ere  to  the  summit  wo  have  won  our  way,  5j 

Shall  reappear  thot  glorious  orb  of  light. 
Which  now  behind  the  hill  conceals  his  ray. 

But  Bee  a  spirit  sitting  there  alone. 

And  lonely,  who  to  us  dirccttt  his  sight ; 
The  shortest  passage  will  by  him  be  shown." 

To  him  advanced  we. — What  disdain  and  pride,  (il 

O  Lombard  soul ;  thy  countenance  bespoke ! 

38.  DwiU  iddrenn  Virgil.     Tbe  tut  is, 
■penwe  prMando,"   (/tu.  vi.  376),  whiob  •e*n 
the   ipiriu   that  (fary  niBT  obtain   pardon  bjr  itis 
fiiendi.  37.  t.  f.  Tli'e  dwrwB  of  Ood  on  not 

the  prajen  of  ;:iMd  mra  ire  Ibrou^h  "love'i  wum  fluDc,'  cffeottwU^ 
offered  up  G>r  tbe  tpirin  in  PurgDIor)'.  40.  In  HeU,  where  no 

prayen  can  aVBiL  47.  Tbc  epithet*  "ridenle  e  fflice,"  app'v  to 

ileatrice  lUtiei  tbau  la  the  mounuun.  GS.  SordcUo  iriui  a  retebmlNl 
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ThinB  €jei|  haw  moved  tihfljr»  doir  ad  digniftedl 
To  111  the  ipirit  not  a  word  addrewed, 

Lettiiig  UB  piM    wid  drigning  but  a  looky— 

Like  to  a  lion  when  he  hm  at  tmL 
Tet  Vireil  towards  him  atiU  adTandng  en,  67 

Prayed  him  to  ahow  how  up  the  moontain  aide 

We  beat  might  ^peed : — leply  ▼ouehaafed  he  nime ; 
But  of  our  mrae  of  lift,  and  eoimtiy  atrmg^ 

Inquired ;  and  when  began  m j  gentle  guide^ 

"  Mantua,"— die  miit,  ao  abatraetad  late 
Sprang  towarda  him  mm  hia  aeat  in  eager  haate^  78 

dying,  **  O  Mantuan,  from  thy  land  am  I, 

Sordello  ;'*•— one  the  other  then  embraeed. 
Ah,  aerrik  Italy!  abode  of  woe  I 

Bark  without  pilot  in  a  atonuy  aky ! 

Queen  onoe  of  fidr  domains — ^now  frllen  low  I— 
"With  such  warm  seal  that  noble  apirit  came,  79 

A  welcome  to  hia  countryman  to  pay, 

But  for  the  sweet  sound  of  his  country's  name ; — 
While  now  thy  linng  onea  are  constant  foes, 

And  each  one  gnaws  the  othei^-^eren  they 

Whom  the  same  moat,  the  self-same  walla  endoae. 
Search,  wretched  one !  thy  sea-girt  shores  around ;         85 

Then  inward  turn  to  thine  own  breast ;  and  ace 

If  any  part  in  joyous  peace  be  found. 

Trovbttdour,  in  Um  Mrrk*  of  RajomqiI  Bcreasw.  "  Bj  tbt  w^kt  of  8r. 
tmm  himmif  ho  had  beon  reoofiuMd  at  a  toonwy,  at  thr  bnTftt  of 
kai^ta.  Ilia  re|mtatMNi  ia  owin^  vary  matcriaOj  to  tba  adnintioa  hera 
aa|»iaaid  far  bim  by  Daata,  wbo  ia  to  atniek  with  tba  aobla  tianfbflaaM 
af  kii  aapact,  that  br  conpaivabim  to  a  lioa  ia  a  ttata  of  Majcatia  rapOM.** 
atoaandi.  Iiat  lit.  RoMoa'a  Tkaaa,  72.  Vii^,  in  anavar  to  fior- 

dUUo'a  inqoiry  aa  to  hia  ooontry,  waa  begiunini^,  in  tba  warda  of  hia 
ipjiaph :  **  Maatua  ma  scBoit,"  ke,  when  bcarin^r  but  tha  naoM  of  hia 
aaantry,  flordaUo  inatanUy  apringa  up  and  embraoia  him.  74.  **  Gas- 

tana  and  tha  mutationa  of  oenturica  lapaa  into  nothing  bdbra  that  atranr 
htta^  of  hoaioirniaity  which  bnrato  forth  in  tha  O  Maatarano? 
arthnr  Hrary  HaUaai.    Ri>niaiaa  ia  Vme  and  Prow.  7e.  **  Kiaai 

taa  raeaUactioa  of  tha  joyful  iatarriaw  of  thna  two  ooaipatrioi^  tha  poet, 
taralaf  hii  thoufhu  to  tha  diviiioaa  by  which  hia  couatry  waa  tora,  ia 
jaally  aiaawd  by  fecUaga  of  tha  atiaoit  indignation,  which  giva  rka  to 
tha  vabianat  apomopha  that  ooenpiaa  tha  rcsMiader  of  tha  caato.** 
BfrioN.  Itt.  ••  If  Maatity  of  oouiitry  rendarvd  IterdcUo  and  Virgil 

m  aawtieaata,  who  lived  ia  for  diitaat  tiaMB,  anieh  atore,"  Daatv  infora, 
**  ahoald  thaaa  tova  aaeh  othir  wha  ara  fiiMli»|iuiMiBi|  sad  llTfaif  withia 
ihaaaaMwalL*    LflMbahH. 
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"Wliat  boota  it  that  JuBtiniau's  skill  repkoed 
The  bit,  if  empty  now  the  saddle  be  ?— 
Without  it  thou  had'at  been  far  less  diegntced. 

Ah  j-e  !  who  should  to  things  dirine  be  given. 
And  let  Augustus  in  his  saddle  eit, 
(If  ye  had  luiteoed  to  the  voice  of  Heaven) — 

I1OC&  how  the  beast,  rcliiHing  all  commnnd. 
For  want  of  spure  obeyeth  not  the  bit, 
8inee  to  the  bridle  ye  have  put  your  liand. 

0  Auetrian  Albert !  who  desertest  her, 
(Ungovemable  now  and  savage  grown) 
When  most  abe  needed  pressing  with  the  spur — 

May  on  thv  race  Heaven's  righteous  judgment  &11 ; 
And  be  it  signally  and  plainly  shown. 
With  terror  thy  successor  to  appal. 

Since  by  thy  lust  yon  distant  lands  to  gain, 
ITbou  one  thy  sire  have  eutfcred  wild  to  run 
What  was  tiie  garden  of  thv  fair  domain. 

Come,  see  the  Capulets  and  Montagues — 
Monaldi— Filippeschi,  reckless  one  1 
Whom  still  a  loeman's  rivalry  punuea. 

Come,  cruel  one !  behold,  what  ills  endure 
Thy  nobles,  and  avenge  their  injuries  ; 
See  too  if  Santafiore  be  secure. 

Come,  and  behold  thy  Borne,  how  she  doth  moura ; 
A  lonely  widow,  day  and  uight  «he  cries, 
"  When  will  my  C^sor  to  my  anns  return  ?" 


ee.  i.  t.  Hi*  eiprtiaus  are  of  uo  iroil,  if  lul;  i*  to  be  no  looser  oader 
tha  CDoIniul  of  hu  survroor.  91.  The  "  gmte"  uc  Hg-hlly  apidial 

bj  lAmbudi  to  Ifae  prieXa,  vbo  bud  subverted  the  impenil  gm-cnuwaL 
Campve  nnio  ivi.  100.  94.  In  hii  CoDTila,  Duitc  dMciibn  Ihe 

Emperor  under  (be  image  of  one  who  ridii  or  curbs  Ihe  buman  will ;  ud 
tfai*  will  be  bketis  lo  ■  borw  let  loooe  in  wrelched  Inly  (tba  beut  of  tbe 
text),  where  00  kind  of  euvemmenl  eiisK.     Trat.  It.  B,  87.  Albert. 

&nperar  of  AuitJio,  who  8ncce«ded  lui  fiitber,  Rodolpb,  in  1398,  nerer 
mtend  Ilal):.  100.  Thii  imprecation,  in  the  form  of  a  propbac;, 

paints  to  his  murder  in  1308  bj  hii  nephev.  102.  Hia  nc«»rn« 

Umnr  Til.  of  Luiembourg',  wbom  Dante  ninlj  expected  to  dejirer  hia 
couatry.     See  Par.  lU.    136.  )0a.  Iial;,— vhicb  Albst  and  hia 

hcberneslecled  for  the  take  of  their  German  ponnaiona.  IDS.  Li.  TtM 

eoBii^  between  tbe  Guelfs  and   Ghibelinea  ruined  tbeae  gntt  fiunilie*. 
111.  A  place   dear  Siena — ironicatlj  mentioiied  u  an  inaluioe  of  UiB 
obbcia,  through  ttw  iuertncw  el  Ih*  fOTO^- 


GomA,  and  behnlit  thy  prapip,  faoir  tbey  love ! 

And  if  uo  pity  our  cuutK**  inepiiv, 

L(.-t  bluihea  for  thyKclf  lliy  pily  move. 
O  Thou  whaw  blood  for  us  redemptioa  eanied, 

8^  (tf  for  me  'tis  lawful  to  inquire) 

An  Th^  iiut  ejfa,  indignant  eueirbere  turned  ? 
Or  ii  it  with  a  new  to  some  Kood  end  121  ; 

Determined  iu  thv  counsel  a  deep  sbym,. 

Beyond  what  we  OBre  power  to  compreheiid — 
That  fbll  of  tATants  is  Itali&'a  land ; 

And  a  Muvellus  atr&ight  accounted  is 

BKfa  peasant  vile  that  wields  a  factious  hmud  t 
My  Flowpcel  weU  contented  may'st  thou  bo  127 

with  tida  dijiresdoii — tbee  it  toudietb  not ; 

nunki  to  w  people  who  advise  for  thc« ! 
Many  hsTe  juatiw  in  their  hearts ;  but  long 

Delay,  through  fear,  the  meditated  shot : — 

Thy  people  have  it  on  thi«  very  tongue. 
Many  refuse  the  burdens  of  the  state ; —  138  i 

Tly  people  answer  with  otfirious  haato 

En  tber  are  aakixl :  "  I  bow  me  to  the  weight." 
^im  bo  taou  joyful,  ftir  good  cause  hast  thou  , — 

Tliou  rich !  tuou  itc'vivful '.  thou  with  wisdom  graced  ! 

That  truth  I  apeak,  the  facta  tbeniselvca  avow. 
Atbma  and  L«craa>DioD,  who  displayed  13 

Such  skill  in  laws,  and  wcrv  so  polisbod  too, 

In  social  hte  but  slight  improrenient  made, 
L  Compared  to  thw,  who  dost  such  schemes  conwiTe — 
9      The  sabtle  thivad  lasts  not  November  through, 
F      Which  in  Octotier  thou  began' st  to  weave. 
'    How  'A,  within  the  tiuto  we  ena  ivLnu^',  Itf  \ 

Uaat  thou  thy  cust^ims  ehniiged  aud  changed  again, 

Thy  laws,  thv  coin,  and  e'en  thy  very  race  I 
If  thim  rcnHrmDenst  well,  and  art  not  blind, 

Thou'U  MO  thyaelf  like  one  distraught  with  pain, 

Vbo  oa  btr  b«d  of  down  no  rest  aui  find, 
But,  rrwtnnung,  seeks  relief  in  rain.  lSk§ 
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deUyed  repeoMDO*  to  ■  Iste  p^nad.    The  EnperDr  Radolpli. 

Philip  HI.  of  Fninm.     Henry  of  Knvarre.     Fetcr  III.  of  Amgni. 

Cbailn  1.  af  Nipln.     Heoij  III.  of  Euglsud.     Wmiua.  Mcrquii  of 

Hontfijrral. 

TVnES  these  kind  greetings,  made  so  coorteouslj,  1 

Had  been  repeated  now  full  manv  a  time, 

Back  drew  Sordello,  Baying :  "  \Cho  are  je  ?" 
"  Ereyet  the  souls  whom  God  decreed  to  eare, 

(Worthy  such  geace)  were  tAUght  tbia  mount  to  climb, 

A  buri^  to  my  bones  Octavian  gave ; 
Tireil  am  I : — uor  lost  to  me  is  Heaven  7 

Ii)r  any  crime,  but  want  of  &ith  alone."  ^^h 

Such  vas  the  answer  by  my  escort  given.  ^^^M 

As  one  who  something  suddenly  descries  ^^^H 

So  strange  and  wondrous,  he  exclaims  uion,  '^^^H 

"It  is — It  ifl  not:" — e'en  in  such  surprise 
Appealed  the  shade  : — then  down  his  eyes  he  hung;       13 

And,  turning  to  the  bard,  obeisance  made. 

While  round  his  knees  in  reverent  guise  he  dang. 
*'  O  thou,  the  glorv  of  the  Latin  race," 

He  aaid,  "  by  wQom  our  tongue  ita  force  displayed  ! 

Pride  of  my  native  country ! — tell  what  grace, 
What  merit  brings  tbee  hither  ?— if  to  hear  19 

Tliy  accents  I  am  thought  deserving^ — say,  ^»-*" 

Com'st  thou  from  Hell,  and  from  what  ciide  d 
"Through  all  the  circles  of  that  realm  of  gloom," 

He  answered.  "  1  have  hither  won  my  way ; 

Virtue  divine  inspires ; — with  Her  I  come. 
2f  ot  what  I  did,  but  what  I  fiiiled  to  do  25 

Snatched  from  mine  eyes  that  Sun's  exalted  light 

By  thee  desired,  which  all  too  late  I  knew. 
A  pmce  there  is  below,  not  veit  with  cries. 

But  shrouded  ever  in  the  vale  of  night, 

Where  grief  obtains  not  utteranue,  save  in  sighs. 
With  little  innocents  I  there  abide, 

Seiied  by  the  &ngs  of  death  in  early  primi^ 

Ere  they  from  human  sin  were  purifiM. 
There  I  reside  with  those  who  put  not  on 

The  three  great  virtues,  yet  devoid  of  crime. 
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Knew  all  the  rest,  and  practised  ererj  one. 
But,  if  thou  canst,  we  pray  thee  to  relate  87 

\VTiere  first  commences  Purgatory's  bound, 

That  we  may  speedily  attain  the  gate.** 
"  We  have  no  certain  limits,**  he  replied ; 

^  Free  am  I  to  ascend,  or  coast  around : 

Far  as  I  may,  I  will  become  thy  guide. 
But  lo !  already  day  begins  to  wear ;  43 

And  since  the  night  forbids  us  to  ascend, 

Let  us  to  some  &ir  resting-place  repair. 
Yonder  are  shades  far  distant  on  our  right ; 

Thither,  so  please  thee,  we  our  steps  will  bend ; 

And  their  acquaintance  may  afford  delight.'* 
"  How  so  ?'*  a  spirit  asked : — "  will  he  be  checked  40 

By  others  force,  who  up  by  night  would  go  ? 

Or  be  impeded  by  his  own  defect  ?" 
The  p(x>d  Sordt»llo  with  his  finger  traced 

A  line  upon  the  ground,  exclaiming  :  "  Lo ! 

Not  after  8un8<»t  i-ould  e'en  this  be  passed. 
Nought  else  iiidt»e<l  an  obHtacle  prt^sents  55 

To  one  a.'*c(»udiiii;,  nave  the  gloom  of  night, 

Whifh  clo^  the  will,  and  all  success  prevents. 
Yet  may  ht»  tak(»  by  iiii^ht  the  downward  way, 

And  wind  at  plt»a«urt»  round  the  mountain  height, 

While  still  the  horizon  hides  the  face  of  day." 
Tlien  »aid  mv  Master,  as  he  looked  around  :  61 

**  Lead  UH,  I  pray  thtv,  where,  as  thou  hast  said, 

S4inie  pleasant  place  of  sojourn  may  bo  found.'* 
Fmm  then<v  a  little  distance  on  we  went; 

When  lo!  a  hollow  space  the  mount  displayed^ 

Such  as  the  valleys  on  our  earth  prt»s4»ut. 
**  To  yondrr  mount  will  we  our  steps  direct,  07 

When*  a  rtH.t»H«  within  appears,"  ho  said, 

"  And  then»  the  dawning  of  the  day  expect.*' 
A  jMith  obliijur  alon^  the  mountain  lay, 

\Vhi<-h  to  that  nniilin);  valley  gently  led. 

When*,  ^lol>iIl^;  down,  its  margin  dies  away. 
Pun*  i;«»ld  ana  ^ilver,  Indian  woo<l  w»n»ne,  7li 

DvfH  tliat  Ino^t  gori::eou8  and  n»fiilgt»nt  are, 

EnMTiilil,  wlien  fn'shly  broken  it  liath  been, 

M.  Tlitj  bad  been  oonveniog,  in  Um  outiLlrti  of  Purgmtory. 
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TflTould  by  the  flowers  that  decked  tliis  & 
Have  each  in  culour  been  surpassed  as  &r 
As  by  the  greater  ia  eicelled  the  leas. 

Her  loveliest  tints  had  Satiire  Uvished  there,  79 

Nor  these  alone, — but  from  a  thousand  sweets 
With  unknown  perfume  filled  the  fragrant  air.  I 

"Salve  Begina"  chaunting,  met  our  eyne  I 

§>intB,  who  rested  on  their  flowery  seats, 
y  those  without  this  beauteous  vale  unseen. 
"  Indulge  no  wish  among  those  souls  to  go,"  85 

(Began  the  shade  who  pointed  out  the  place,] 

"  Bdbre  the  setting  sun  hath  sunk  below. 
So  soon  to  leave  us : — trom  this  rising  ground 

Their  looks  and  actions  thou  wilt  better  trace 

Than  mingling  with  tbem  in  the  vale  profound. 
He  who  sits  highest,  and  the  semblance  bean  91 

Of  having  not  fulfilled  his  part,  and  who 

Moves  not  bis  lipa  to  join  tne  others'  prayers, 
"Was  Emperor  Eodolph  ;  who  the  power  possessed 

To  heal  the  woimos  which  Italy  o'erthrew, — 

Those  wounds  too  deadly  to  be  dow  redressed. 
The  other,  whoee  kind  look  his  grief  consoles,  97 

Billed  o'er  the  land  whence  Molda's  stream  doth  run, 

'Which,  mixt  with  Albia,  into  oceaji  rolls. 
His  nmne  was  Ottocar :— an  infant,  he 

Was  worthier  than  Winccalaus  his  son, — 

In  numhood  given  to  ease  and  luiury. 
He  of  short  nose,  in  counsel  side  by  side  108 

With  liitn  whose  face  is  so  benign  and  blaud. 

Disgraced  the  lilies,  flying  ere  he  died. 
See  how  impatiently  he  strikes  his  breast ; 

See  how  the  other,  sighing — on  his  hand 

Hath  laid  his  check,  ss  on  a  bed,  to  rest. 
The  lather,  and  the  consort's  father,  they. 

Of  Gallia's  scourge;  and  this  their  sorroi 

To  think  how  foully  hves  he  at  this  day. 
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He^  hr^  of  limb,  in  bod^  acoompanied 

J^  him  conspicuouB  with  proj^ctinff  nose, 

With  etery  virtue  wore  his  girdle  tied: 
And  if  his  offspriiig  had  Bur\'ived  on  earth  115 

And  yonder  youth  succeeded  to  the  throne, 

Inherited  had  been  the  father*8  worth ; 
TVliich  none  can  say  of  both  his  other  heirs. 

Now  James  and  IVederick  his  dominions  own; 

His  far  more  noble  heritage  none  shares. 
But  rarely  human  excellence  doth  mount  121 

Into  the  branches ;  such  the  Giver's  will. 

That  freely  His  the  boon  we  may  account. 
To  Charles  no  less  than  Peter  I  allude ; 

And  hence  doth  sprint  that  fruitful  source  of  ill. 

Which  Provence  and  Apulia's  land  have  rued. 
Its  native  vigour  hath  the  phint  so  lost,  127 

That  such  a  husband  as  Constanza's  lord. 

Nor  Beatrice,  nor  Margaret  can  boast. 
ThtTe  England's  Henry  seated  may  be  seen, 

Alone,  conteuted  with  a  irugal  board ; 

And  in  his  branches  happier  hath  he  been. 
He  who  sits  lower,  but  who  looks  above,  133 

Is  Jllarquis  W^illiani,  who  occasion  lent 

To  Alexandria,  that  fell  war  to  move 

The  Canavese  and  Montferrat  lament." 


CANTO    VIII. 

ABOCMEITT. 
A  bjinn  it  rangrby  ooe  of  th^  npirita.    Two  Anf^  daicend  from  Hvtren, 

112.  Peter   III.    of  Arrmjrou  ;— b»   companion,   Charles   L  kin^;  of 
Apulia.  116.  IVter's  eldest  aon,  Alpbonao,  or  hit  yoangeet,  Peter. 

1  lU.  i.  #.  Hie  two  other  aooe  who  tucceeded  to  hie  dominione— Junee  to 
Am^un,  end  Frederick  to  Surily— inherited  not  the  Tirtnct  of  their  lather. 
1S4.  The  eune  before  mentioned,  lines  112,  119.  They  sre  mid  to  be 
reaprctivelj  euperior  to  their  children.  128.  Wife  of  Peter  III.  of 

Arr»fron,  Utrfur«>  mentioned*  129.  Dnughtera  of  lUymond  Ilerenyer. 

—Thrjr  mmrried,  one  8t.  Louis  of  Prsnce — the  other,  bis  brother  Charles 
«^  Anjou.  130.  Henry  III.  of  Enfrland,~more  happy  in  his  otT- 

sprinff  than  P<*ter  III., — alluding  to  Kdward  I.  of  famoos  memory. 
154.  Marquis  of  Moutferrat.  He  **  sits  lower,**  as  not  of  royal  blood, 
and  **  looks  above,'*  to  denote  his  virtue.  Bein(c  killed  by  bis  nobles  for 
rvrbinf  thair  tyranny  over  the  people,  a  war  ensued  between  them  and 
ha 
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It  was  the  hour  that  wakes  regret  anew  1 

In  men  at  sea,  and  melta  the  heart  to  teare, 
The  day  whereon  thev  bade  sweet  fi-ienda  adieu  i — 

And  thrilla  the  youthful  pilgrim  on  his  way 
With  thoughts  of  love,  if  Irom  afar  he  hears 
The  Vesper  bell,  that  mourns  the  dj-ing  day  ; — 

What  time  no  more  the  holy  strain  I  caught,  7 

And  saw  one  soul  uprisen  among  the  rest, 
Who  with  her  hand  oiittttretehed  a  hearing  eouglit. 

She  elasped,  and  raised  both  palms,  with  placid  brow. 
Filing  her  eyes  intently  tow'rds  the  east, 
Aa  saying — "  God !  my  only  care  art  Thon !" 

"  Te  luoB  ante,"  with  auch  deep  devotion  18 

Forth  issued  from  her  hpa  in  notes  eo  soft,  ^^ 

My  Boul  was  ravished  with  intense  emotion.  ^H 

Meanwhile  the  others,  sweetly  and  devout,  ^H 

Keeping  their  eyes  upon  the  wheels  aloft. 
Accompanied  her  voice  the  hymn  throughout. 

Beader  t  here  sharpen  to  the  truth  thy  eight ;  19 

Or  thou  may'st  haply  o%-erlook  the  veil. 
So  finely  woven,  and  of  texture  slight. 

Silently  gating  upward  then  I  viewed 
That  amiable  band,  all  meek  and  pale. 
As  though  in  expectation  lost  they  stood  : 

I  also  saw  two  Angels  Irom  on  high  2fi 

Descending,  each  with  flaming  sword  in  hand, 
Pointless  and  broken  as  it  met  mine  eve. 

Oreen,  like  to  new-bom  leaves,  their  garments  were, 
Whieh  from  behind  bv  verdant  pinions  fanned. 
Were  borne  aloft,  aud  floated  in  the  air. 

Snnewhat  above  us,  one  a  station  gained;  31 

1.  Sec  Ornj*!  imitilion,  and  Uird  B;rTOD'a  tnuubtion  of  tbii  mkbntcd 
famtge.  II.  The  luctpnt  Chricttiuu,  pnyiafby  lu^t,  raoogniud 

in  iIm  riling  mn  ■  reprrsrnuiiouof  Jcmu  Chrwt.  IS.  "  Tcludi 

■Dta  (eminum,"  are  ih«  )im  word*  of  ■  hynm  of  the  ebanJi,  implonns 
praleclioD  during  the  oifht  ii^iiui  eril  ifuria.  li  rc&n  ben  to  ibewr- 
psnt  ilui  mvrj  nigbt  iofotcid  iJir  vallt?.    Set  line  03.  17.  Tbt 

bravenlj  splMfM.  10.  Looifaardi  cuppow*  iluI  Ibc  ipiriu  offrred 

up  (he  petition,  not  oti  thrir  own  bvcvudI,  bui  on  nun.  8«  canto  Ki-  2^- 
SS.  "  To  npnaini  jiutice,  nungkid  with  ataey." — '  *ttffti' 
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While  to  tiie  opponng  bank  the  other  cfosiod ; 

So  that  between  the  two  the  shades  remained. 
Their  bright  and  shining  hair  I  phunlj  viewedy 

But  in  their  &ce8  was  mine  eyesight  lost. 

As  bj  excess  of  brilliancy  subdued. 
^  From  Mary*s  bosom  hither  they  proceed  37 

Ab  guardians  of  the  yale/*  Sordeuo  said, 
^ "  Against  the  serpent,  who  will  come  with  speed.*' 
Not  knowing  whence  the  foe  might  come,  aside 

Sudden  I  turned,  and  all  congealed  with  dread* 

Clung  to  the  trusted  shoulder  of  my  guide. 
*'  To  those  exalted  shades  within  the  vale  43 

Let  us  descend,**  Sordello  now  renewed ; 

"  The  sight  of  you  they  will  with  pleasure  hafl.** 
Three  steps  sufficed  to  bring  me  down  below, 

When  one  intently  eyeing  me  I  viewed. 

As  if  my  features  he  desired  to  know. 
It  was  the  hour  when  night  was  gathering  round,  49 

Though  not  fo  dark  as  to  exclude  firom  sight 

What  late  was  shrouded  in  that  verdant  ground  — 
When  we  approaching,  each  to  each  drew  near. 

O  Nino,  noble  Judge !  with  what  delight, 

Haf(;  from  the  abode  of  guilt,  I  saw  thee  here ! 
No  greetings  kind  were  spared  on  either  side.  55 

Then  ai«kt^  he :  *'  To  the  foot  of  this  fair  hill 

When  didst  thou  come,  from  o*er  the  distant  tide  P*' 
I  an9wen*d  him  :  "  From  out  the  realms  of  woe. 

This  mom  I  came,  the  first  life  breathing  still. 

Though  stri\'ing  for  the  second  as  I  go.*' 
Soon  as  my  an8wer  fell  upon  their  ear  61 

Sordello  and  the  spirit  backward  drew. 

Like  persons  suddenly  assailed  by  fear. 
One  tunied  to  Virgil ; — one  addressed  a  shade 

Who  sat  there  crying :  "  Conrad,  up,  and  view 

The  grace  of  Gkni  here  signally  displayed." 
Accosting  me : — *'  By  that  great  debt  you  owe  67 

87.  i  #.  That  part  of  bmreii  wber«  Uvj  dwvlk.  63.  Niiio  di  Oal- 

lafm  WM  •  powrrful  chief  of  Pum,  and  Lord  or  Judge  of  Oallurm  in  8ar- 
dmU.  Althoui^h  hv  it  a  Otielf,  Dante  ipeak*  of  him  with  affection,  and 
drlixbt  at  fiadinir  him  in  Pufipitory  in«toad  of  in  HelL  63.  Alarmad 

ac  Uantr't  harinif  told  cbrm  bo  was  alira.  65,  Conrad  Malwpjni. 

BtmliMB  109. 
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s  ni&iii,  '     * 


To  Him  who  hides  from  aU  hia  secret  way, 
Unfordable  to  mortal  man  be!ow — 

"When  you  have  crosaed  again  the  BweUing  m&in. 
Bid  my  Giovanna  that  for  me  she  pray 
To  Him  from  whom  the  pure  on  answer  ffda. 

The  loTe  to  me  thnt  once  her  mother  bare,  73 

AVas  quenched,  the  day  she  doffed  that  widow'a  dresa. 
Which  in  her  misery  she  again  would  wear. 

And  by  this  one  example  we  may  see 
How  evanescent  woman's  love,  wuless 
The  sight  and  touch  telume  it  frequently. 

So  fair  a  sepulture  will  ne'er  confer  79 

The  viper,  which  the  field  of  Milan  shows, 
Aa  would  GaUura's  bird  have  granted  her." 

Ab  thus  he  spoke,  his  countenance  expressed 
The  stamp  of  that  indignant  leal,  which  glowa 
With  well  attempered  ardour  in  the  breast. 

On  heaven  meanwhQe  waa  fixed  my  eager  eve,  85 

Where  move  the  stars  with  slower  impulse  rolled,    ^^^ 
Like  to  those  spokea  which  near  the  axle  lie.  ^^tM 

"  My  son,  why  look'at  thou  up  F"  the  guide  inquiien^^PH 
1  answered  :  "  Those  three  torehes  to  behold.  W    I 

tWith  wliich  the  pole  above  throughout  is  fired." 
Then  he  to  me :  "The  four  bright  stars  this  mom  91 

Beheld  by  thee,  have  yonder  sunk  below, 
And,  since  arisen,  these  three  their  place  adorn."         _, 
To  him  Bordello  somewhat  nearer  drew,  ^^J 

^Exclaiming :  "  There  behold  our  dreaded  foe,"  ^^| 

Pointing  the  finger  to  direct  his  view.  ^H 

70.  Whrn  jou  h«ve  croeaed  the  tea  inlerpoeed  twtwera  the  eaith  uid 
Porgalory  ;  t.  ».  wh™  joii  bsve  relumed  lo  earib.  bid  my  dau^itr  Glo- 
rBDOB  offer  up  praje™  for  me.  73.  After  Xino'<  dath,  hii  widcnr 
Beatrice,  sMerofAxu  Tin.  of  EUe,  one  of  Uiemwlpowerfallynnuaf 
I1SI7,  and  chief  of  the  Ouelf  party,  married  GaleDuo  Tiuonti,  too  of 
Haffeo.  the  imbitiaua  ruler  of  Uilan.  80.  The  creM  of  Oabono, 
tier  new  fauibaod — (he  eosi^  b1»  of  the  HUume.  61.  The  occk 
WM  the  m»gn  of  Qallura,  where  Niao  ruled.  "  6be  will  not,"  mn  ninn, 
"  die  vith  such  &ir  Isme  u  if  shu  had  pmerved  her  faitfa  asd  lore  to 
me-"  Bfi.  Tamrda  the  uit«nnio  pole,  where  the  apiwrent  mitiaii  of 
theManiialow.  SI.  The  four  bri^hl  stanof  the  Gm  nnto— 
nifrnifyinjt  the  fauroardioBl  rirtoea,  said  to  rup  in  the  monuDg.  S3.  The 
thne  ■taia  which  succeed  toward*  evoniDg,  UB  the  tbraa  vmiidlMl  lit- 
met,  Ftiiih,  Hope,  ukd  CbKitj.  ' ~ 


CAJ^To  Tin.  188 

On  that  side  of  the  little  vale  where  stood  97 

No  fence,  a  serpent  lay, — perhaps  the  same 
Which  temptea  Eve  to  pluck  the  hitter  food. 

Among  the  herhs  and  flowers  his  wilj  track 
The  snake  pursued,  oft  turning  as  he  came 
His  head,  and  licking,  like  a  heast,  his  hack. 

I  saw  not,  and  I  therefore  cannot  tell  108 

When  moved  those  hawks  celestial — ^but  that  they 
Had  left  their  station,  I  discerned  full  welL 

Hearing  their  verdant  pinions  cleave  the  air. 
The  serpent  flies :— the  Angels  turn  away, 
And  to  their  posts  with  coual  flight  repaur. 

That  shade  which  to  the  Judge,  when  called,  drew  night 
Throughout  the  whole  of  this  affray  had  still  110 

Ne'er  ceased  to  fix  on  me  his  stedust  eye. 

**  So  may  the  lamp  that  guides  thee  with  its  light 
Find  ample  wax,"  he  said,  "  in  thy  fi^ee  will. 
To  speed  thee  upward  to  the  flowery  height, 

As  anv  certain  news  thou  may*st  relate  115 

Of  Valdimapn,  or  that  country  near, 
Wliore  I  in  days  now  passed  away,  was  great : 

Conrado  Mala^piiia  was  my  name — 

Sprung  from  tlie  elder  one : — the  love  I  bare 
To  mine  own  raot%  here  bums  with  purer  flame." 

**  Oh,  never  have  I  set^n  thy  land,*'  I  said  ;  121 

*'  But  whc^re  throughout  all  Europe  may  be  found 
The  spot  to  which  thy  glory  hath  not  spread  P 

The  fame  that  o'er  this  house  such  lustre  throws 
Makes  both  its  nobles  and  the  land  renowned; 
E'en  he  who  ne'er  was  there,  their  greatness  knows. 

I  swear  by  all  my  hopcMi  to  mount  on  nigh—  127 

The  name  thy  oflHnring  won,  both  by  the  sword 
And  generous  deiHU,  they  do  not  now  belie. 

100.  Tb«  aprpent  comes  mdoii|^  herbs  and  flowen,  L  #.  amoni^  worldljr 
ddtffali  and  plcMuret,  to  deceive  man.  104.  So  called,  becauaa  they 

iMd  winfB.  and  came  to  chaae  avaj  the  hostile  serpent.  109.  Conrad 

Malcapina,  who  approached  Nino,  ths  Judj^  of  Oallura,  when  he  cried 
Qmg  65)  **  Up  Conrad.**  He  was  Marquis  of  Losefciaua,  and  father  of 
MorrOo  If  alt^pina,  who  reeeiTed  Dante  during  his  exile.  112.  t.  #.  May 
joor  frt«-wiU  so  co-operate  with  divine  grace,  that  you  may  be  enabled 
to  asceBd  the  trrrestrial  Paradise.  110.  Thatoountry  is  Luniyiana, 

•r  which  be  bad  bacn  ICarqok. 
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Habit  and  nature  Lave  such  grace  bestowed. 
That  though  the  world  pursuit  a  vicious  Lord, 
TJpright  alone  they  spurn  the  eril  rood." 
Wherefore  pro«M;d,  for  in  that  couch,"  he  aftid, 
"  Which  Aries  doth  with  his  four  feet  impress. 
Seven  times  shall  not  the  Biin  rt'pose  his  head, 

Ero  the  kind  sentunent  thou  dost  profess 
Shall  in.  thy  head  be  fixed  with  firmer  noil 
Than  by  the  force  of  othera'  speech,  unless 

The  unerring  course  of  heavenly  Justice  faiL" 


CANTO  rx. 

ABOUMXST. 
Xhate  aeet  >  riaiDa.     In  Ihe  mean  tiine,  be  it  carried  up  the  n 

Lucia,  and  be  Gndi  bimsetf  ■(  the  gMt  of  Pui^ntory.     itc  increaM  the 
Augtl,  Anutg- therp,  to  open  it,— and  ia  (dnutted  togvlber  with  Tir^ 

EoKTH  from  her  lover's  arms,  arrayed  in  white,  1 

The  be&uteous  concubine  of  Tithon  old 

Was  decking  her  above  the  eastern  height : — 
Shone  with  refulgent  gems  her  radiant  brow, 

Placed  in  the  figure  of  the  Sccapion  cold, 

Who  smiteth  nations  with  bis  tail ;— and  now 
Two  steps  of  her  ascent  had  Night  atrtained,  7 

And  at  the  third  already  drooped  her  wine. 

Within  the  valley  where  we  still  remained — 
When  I,  who  Adam's  flesh  around  me  bore, 

TJpon  the  grass  lay  deeply  slumbering. 

Where  all  we  five  together  sate  before. 
What  time  the  martlet  pours  her  plaintive  strain,  IS 

Saluting  the  approach  of  morning  grey. 

Thus  haply  mindful  of  her  former  pain ; 
And  when  the  spirit  roves  with  highest  flight 

Beyond  its  earthly  tenement  of  clay ; —  ' 

Viewing  the  future  with  prophetic  sight, 

13).  Pope  Booifue  VIII.  See  eanto  ivi.  lOO.  105.  136.  •.  i.  TUta 

shklt  be  confirmed  in  thj  good  opintoti  of  VaMimagn . — referring  ID  the 
hospilalitf  eiperieoced  bj  Duite  aeieo  ;ean  liler  is  the  bouae  of  Ua- 

13.  Tir^,Daiil«,Sardello,  ^'ino,lIldCoDndMa]«pin>.  IS.  (.  e. 

The  {win  ■uSered  b;  Ptogae  oa  beiiig  chunked  inlo  ■  (Villav,  aftac    * 
uyuj  done  her  bj  Toreua. 
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OAITTO  IX.  186 

Cangfat  in  ft  Tiaoii,  teemed  I  to  behold  19 

AL  eagle  in  the  tkj  with  open  wing, 
Prepami  to  swoop— his  plumes  of  radiant  gold ; 

And  in  that  yerj  spot  1  seemed  to  be, 
Whence  Gkmymede,  his  firiends  abandoning, 
Was  snatchea  to  HeaTen*B  most  high  conaistorj. 

Methought  that  here  perhaps  to  strike  his  prey  25 

His  custom  is ;  ^perhaps  from  other  place 
His  prize  towai^  Heaven  he  soometn  to  oonyejr. 

Then,  naving  wheeled  around  in  manj  a  spire, 
He  swooped  like  liglitninff,  terrible  to  trace, 
And  bore  me  upwm  to  tne  sphere  of  fire. 

There,  as  it  seemed,  we  both  were  wrapt  in  flame ;         81 
And  that  imaged  fire  so  fiercely  burned. 
It  broke  my  ueep,  swift  darting  through  my  firame. 

£*en  as  AchiUes  started  in  dismay. 

When  his  awakened  eyes  around  he  turned, 
Unable  to  discover  where  he  lay, 

(From  Chiron  when  his  mother  in  her  arma  87 

To  Scyros*  isle  conveyed  him,  as  he  slept. 
Whence  the  Greeks  summoned  him  to  war's  alarms ;) 

£*en  so  I  started,  when  my  slumber  fled : 
A  death-like  paleness  o*er  my  features  crept, 
As  when  the  olood  is  changcwi  to  ice  through  dread. 

Mv  comforter  alone  was  at  my  side ;  43 

^o  hours  and  more  the  sun  in  heaven  rode  high, 
And  I  had  turned  me  towards  the  ocean  tide ; 

When  said  my  lord :  ''  Fear  not,  securely  stand ; 
For  know  that  we  a  goodly  place  are  nigh ; 
Relax  not,  but  thy  every  toroe  expand. 

Now  art  thou  near  to  Purgatonr :— -lo,  49 

There  is  the  ledge  which  circles  it  around ; 
And  there  the  entrance,  which  that  cleft  doth  show. 

Ere  the  first  streak  that  tells  the  approach  of  mom, 
Whenas  thy  spirit  was  in  slumber  bound. 
Amid  the  flowers  which  that  fiur  vale  adorn, 

A  lady  came,  and '  1  am  Lucia,*  said :  55 

'  mm  who  is  sleeping  let  me  bear  away. 
That  in  his  ioumey  I  may  give  him  aid.* 

Bordello  and  tnoee  gentle  forms  remained : 


66.  8C  Loda,  or  Umwrnttj  gnos.    8m  lot  U.  97. 
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Thee  she  took  np  ;  and  aoon  aa  broke  the  dnv, 

'Wliile  I  purauea  ber,  she  tliis  summit  gained. 
She  laid  thee  here ;  and  when  her  eyea  all  bright  6L 

Had  pointed  out  the  open  gate  to  me, 

Toother  with  thy  eh^p,  she  took  her  flight." 
Idke  to  a  man  whose  douDta  are  solved — his  fear 

For  comfort  now  cschanged,  as  soon  as  he 

Hie  truth  discoTere  mauift^t  and  clew — 
E'en  so  I  changed ;  and  when  my  eaoort  viewed  G7 

My  tumquil  visage,  towards  the  lofty  cliff 

He  mov^  and  upwards  I  his  atepa  punoed- 
Beader,  thou  scest  how  I  exalt  my  tneme  ; 

Wlierefore  with  more  ingenious  labour  if 

I  now  support  it,  this  no  wonder  deem. 
Airiving  nearer,  we  a  station  reach,  73 

Whence  at  the  first  a  cleft  appeared  in  view, 

(As  in  a  wall  might  show  a  narrow  breach.) 
A  ^te  I  saw ;  and  leading  to  it  were 

Three  steps  of  different  hues ;  a  Porter  too, 

"Wto  spake  no  word  aa  yet,  was  atationed  tJiere. 
I  saw,  when  frequent  I  had  looked  again,  79 

That  on  the  upper  atep  he  aat — ao  bright, 

Mj  dazded  sense  could  not  hia  face  sustain. 
A  naked  &lchion  brandished  he  on  high. 

Which  o'er  us  shed  such  oserpowermg  light, 

Oft  aa  I  gazed  I  turned  away  mine  eye. 
"  Tell  me  from  where  ye  stand  what  is  your  will  ?"        85 

He  then  began ;  "  and  tell  me  where  your  guide  ? 

See,  lest  your  coming  hither  work  you  ilL" 
"A  heavenlv  lady,  of  your  rules  aware. 

Thus  latelT  counselled  us,"  the  bard  replied ; 

"  In  that  direction  go, — the  gate  ia  there." 
"  And  may  she  bring  you  to  a  happy  end,"  91 

The  courteous  Warder  of  the  gate  returned : — 

"  Come  forward  then,  aad  these  our  steps  aaoeud." 
Thither  we  went. — The  lower  step  was  made  ■ 

Of  marble  whit^  so  smooth,  that  I  discerned  '   W 

My  looks,  as  in  a  polished  glass  pourtrayed. 
More  dark  than  purple  was  the  second's  hue,  97 

TT.  The  PortiT  is  the  tame  u  the  Alltel,  lias  103.  "To  tain  ths  Por- 
ter apenrtli.'  Jubn  I.  3.  66.  The  Angel  did  tnt  reoagoiae  Tirpl  H 
I  proper  giMe,  uid  wu  prooeediu;;  to  treat  Duute  u  ui  Intnider.  ■ 


FMbionM  of  rtone,  vilh  rugeed  foHace  dry. 

And  mckH  thniu|rhoiit  it«  li>a^h,  and  cruosway  toe 

Tbi!  third,  hi-njml  up  into  n  muBT  piano, 
Sei'nwd  s«  it  were  of  fianiingporphjry, 
K)>d  u  thr  blood  that  ^ishetb  from  A  vein. 

On  thin  thp  Angel  rc«t*d  both  hU  fe«t,  ] 

While  on  tU-  ihrcahold,  which  appean^d  to  be 
Out!  riK'k  o{  diunirmd,  ho  niaintmiicd  his  settt. 

Vp  thci  thrmr  Htt-ps  1  went  with  willing  mind, 
Conducted  bj  my  guide,  who  said  to  mt^ : 
"AA  humbly  that  the  fiwteuing  he  unbind." 

De*out  1  fell  bt-fure  his  preacnce  blest,  ] 

And  (Ttcd  :  "  ilave  merir,  and  the  gate  uiib&r :" 
But  fint  I  Binotci  threw  tui>(«  upon  my  breaet. 

^len  with  hia  ]Kjiiit<'<l  sword  the  Xngi^l  Imoed 
8e»t'u  !*'■  up«m  t!iy  brow,  and  saiil :  "  Take  care, 
Wbcu  I'ulored  in.  I"  liati-  tla-m  all  t'««ed." 

Aabca  or  earth,  fiudi  ilug,  and  gatlieml  new,  ] 

Of  tba  Hine  oulour  with  hia  garb  would  be ; 
And  from  beneath  ita  folds  two  keys  be  drew. 

Nnr  «M  one,  tho  otlirr  gold  ;  tbr  whito 
He  lundW  firat :  then  nf  thv  vcllow  ki-r 
Sack  me  hi-  niade  tm  gavu  hit  hrart  didight. 

"  Wh^nrtrr  tlicn-  is  taull  in  either  key, 
So  that  tho  Kick  canoot  be  lightly  moved," 
He  laid.  "  thia  pauagi^  mB<r  not  optntcd  be. 

Oneii  mure  prerinui.  but.  with  art  n-fined, 
Aad  perfect  akitl,  tho  other'*  lue  u>  pruv«d ; 
Wherefore  by  tliat  the  knot  ia  diaentwiiied. 

01.  Peter  ^t  ibem  mc ;  and  bade  mo  cn- 
In  opening,  rsther  than  in  nutktii^  fut, 
Vlwn  humble  nnnen  eemeat  nut  prvfcr. 

K<nr  alter,"  he  exclaimed :  "  but  bear  iu  miud, 
(Htriking  tbt  lacrvd  wicket  aa  wo  uaaaod) 
Scttim  mniit  lie  who  raata  a  look  behind." 
I   When  in  tlu>  i-roiiki'd  liinge«  liad  turned  round 
The  iwiTpli  of  that  vt-nMabli-  gate, 
"VThich.  fomiml  of  metal,  grated  with  barah  lound — 

Bung  not  Tarp«-ia,  nor  ao  loudly  roared, 

R  tfu,  (rmttmm).  from  «Ueb 


L8B  ptrsGiTOBio. 

"When  good  Mefellus  yielded  to  his  tatc. 
And  the  old  rock  was  plundered  of  its  hoard. 

At  the  firat  crssb,  inteot  I  turned  to  hear, 
When  voices  mingled  with  the  sweetest  lay. 
Chaimting  "  Te  Deum,"  burst  upon  mine  car. 

Such  rapture  did  that  moving  strain  inspire. 
As  when  the  organ  on  some  holy  day 
Blends  irith  the  voieea  of  the  sacrea  choir, 

Which  now  sweli  loud,  now  melting  die  away. 


CANTO   S. 

ABGTIlIEirT. 


Tb*  fsle  of  PuT^toiy.  The  firtl  circle  is  Ms%ned  to  the  puDishma 
the  proud,  la  the  vhil«  marble  rock  nn  iciilptuRd  Alonefl  of  per 
eEainenC  for  bumilitj.  A  Iroop  of  spdrita  arriTe,  who,  bent  to 
grouiul  under  tho  veight  of  ^remt  aloucA,  are  ex^natijig  their  pride- 

EHTKaKB  within  the  threshold  of  that  gate. 
Of  which  depraved  affection  mars  the  use, 
Making  the  crooked  path  appear  the  straight — 

1  heard  it  shut  behind  me  with  loud  sound  : 
And  had  mine  eyes  looked  back,  oh  !  what  excuse, 
Such  crime  to  expiate,  had  been  worthy  found  ? 

TJp  through  a  hollow  way  we  urged  our  leet, 
Girt  by  the  shifting  rocks  on  either  side. 
Like  waves  that  now  advance  and  now  retreat. 

"  No  little  diligence  it  will  require," 

Exclaimed  the  bard,  "  our  wary  feet  to  guide, 
As  here  or  there  the  maasive  walls  retire." 

So  alow  our  steps,  aa  thus  with  care  we  tread, 
The  moon  already  with  diminished  round 
Had  sunk  to  rest  within  her  briny  bed. 

Ere  we  emerged  from  out  that  narrow  track. 
But  when  we  freely  stood  on  open  ground. 
Where  the  contracted  moimtain  &Uetfa  back, 

I,  wearied  out — both  doubtful  of  our  way,  19 

my  on  the  TBrpeiau  nek,  when  MetrJlua,  who  eadeaToored  lo  dafeod  it, 

baaf  OTcrpoTered,  the  aucient  doon  opeard  with  a  dmdful  enah,  utd 

"Ihsboudedweallhofafea  wudiiplayed."     See  Lbuul  Phan.  oL  153, 

6,  B«l»te>ntB,liMl3!. 


OAVTO  z.  188 

Halted  upon  ft  Bolitarj  ledge, 

Lonelier  than  ever  path  through  desert  la^. 
Its  width  ^m  where  the  rock  ascends  on  high. 

To  the  gulfs  margin  at  its  lowest  edce, 

With  thnce  the  stature  of  a  man  mignt  vie : 
And  far  as  could  mj  ejesight  wing  its  aim,  25 

First  to  the  right,  then  to  the  other  flank, 

Its  width  throughout  appeared  to  be  the  same. 
To  walk  thereon  we  had  not  jet  essayed, 

When  I  perceiyed  that  the  surrounding  bank, 

Which  all  attempt  to  scale  its  sides  forbade. 
Was  marble  white, — vrith  sculpture  so  adorned,  81 

Not  only  Polycletes  it  defiea ; 

But  Nature  too  had  felt  her  talents  scorned. 
The  Angel  who  glad  tidings  brought  to  man 

Of  that  long  wished  for  peace,  which  opened  wide 

The  gates  of  heaven,  and  brake  the  ancient  ban, 
So  sculptured  to  the  full  reality,  87 

Seemed  here  in  gracious  attitude  to  stand. 

No  silent  image  he  appeared  to  be  ; — 
One  mi^ht  have  sworn  that  he  was  uttering  **  Hail !" 

P^or  she  was  also  imaged  here,  whose  hand 

Did  turn  the  key,  and  with  high  Love  prevail ; 
£*en  as  she  picturt^  these  same  words  in  act,  43 

**  B<*hold  the  handmaid  of  the  Lord^^-exprest, 

Ah  clearlv  as  on  wax  a  stamp  exact. 
**  t 'on  tine  thy  mind  not  to  a  smgle  part," 

Said  my  dear  lord,  who  kept  me  near  his  breast, 

There  where  in  living  persons  beats  the  heart. 
Wherefore  I  turned  mine  eyes,  as  thus  ho  said,  49 

And  saw  behind  the  Virgin  (on  that  side 

W!»ere  stood  the  master  who  my  footsteps  led) 
Another  history  on  the  rock  impressed  : 

Then  drew  I  nt»arer,  passing  by  my  guide, 

That  it  miglit  bo  more  clearly  manifest. 
In  the  same  marble  were  engraven  there,  55 

B<»arin^  the  holy  ark,  the  steers  and  wain ; 

Whence  man  omcious  duties  may  beware. 

40.  *'  And  the  Angel  cftme  io  unto  her  and  aaJd  :  Hftil !  Uiou  that  art 
highly  favoured.*-  I^e  i.  28.  The  humility  of  the  Virgin  ta  the  example 
proposed.  56.  See,  1  tSamucl  vi.  U,  ktu 


I 


Into  seren  clioira  divided,  led  the  way 
A  multitude,  tbst  made  my  seDsea  twain 
Declare,  the  one,  "  They  eing:"  the  other  "Naj;" 

E'en  BO,  the  Bmoking  imwDse  there  expressed,  f 

Made  discord  rise  betwixt  the  eight  and  amell ;  _ 

And  "  jea"  and  "  no"  alternate  swayed  my  breaat  •! 

Before  the  holy  veesel  might  one  see  ■ 

The  Psalmist  dancing,  as  the  Sc-riptures  tell : 
And  more  than  king,  yet  less  that  hour  was  he. 

Forth  from  the  palac«  window  where  she  stood,  6 

Was  Michal  represented  looking  on ; 
Like  lady  in  disduinlul,  angir  mood.  i 

Behind  her,  shining  in  the  mariite  white,  h 

Another  image  my  attention  won ;  M 

Wherefore  1  moved  to  gain  a  nearer  sight.  ^ 

Here  woa  set  forth  in  all  his  majesty  7 

That  Soman  prince,  whose  noble  act  unpeUed 
Saint  Gregory  to  his  mighty  victory : — 

^bajan  I  speak  of^  gloriously  pourtrayed : — 
And  there  his  horse's  rein  a  widow  held. 
In  garb  of  misery  and  t«irB  arrayed. 

And  round  about  him  fioeked  full  manr  a  knight :  7 

High  o'er  whose  heads  throughout  tne  extended  plain 
Waved  in  the  wind  the  golden  eagles  bright, 

"Mid  these,  the  sorrowing  mdy  seemed  to  say :  1 

"  0  king,  avenge  me,  for  my  son  is  slain,  J 

And  grief  at  heart  consumes  my  life  away." 

And  he  appeared  to  answer  her :  "  Then  wait  8i 

Till  I  return ;"  and  she ;  "  0  king,  (as  one 
Impatient  rendered  by  her  hapless  fate) 

But  should' st  thou  not  return  ?  — "  My  heir,"  said  he. 
Will  give  thee  aid ;"  and  she  :  "  Thy  part  undone, 
What  will  the  deeds  of  others  profit  theeP" 

"  Console  thee,  now,"  he  said ;  "  lor  it  Is  meet, 
Ere  I  depart,  my  duty  I  fulfil ; 


65.  6«  Sniniiel  vi.  14,  &c.  77.  The  ttwy  U,  Ihat  while  tbe 

Emperor  T^an  vat  riding  Bl  Uie  h»4  of  the  Homui  umj,  be  wu  n 
orercome  b;  the  prayers  of  a  vidov.  wboM  «oD  had  bna  DotderHi, 
thai  b«  left  tbe  ann;  and  rvtumed  lo  Itotne  to  aveiigv  her.  St.  Ottfoij 
it  •aid  In  have  been  »  affectidoii  readiu);  tlila  Mary,  as  lotaaie  offered  op 
tar  Trtjan'i  debvcntUGe  fnoi  Lunba,  and  to  have  pracured  hiB 
'       FuiM^— tbe"  Tiotor;"  alluded  lo.     See  Par.  u.  45. 
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So  JiutiM  bids,  and  Pity  stays  my  feet." 
II<%  in  who»o  si)jht  can  nothing  new  appear. 

Wrought  in  the  rock  this  speaking  visible, 

Wundroiu  to  us,  be<nu8e  nut  mot  with  hero. 
WhOat  I  contemplated  with  foud  delight 

These  fortM  with  such  huntility  endowed. 

And,  for  their  Maker,  predous  to  my  si^htt 
The  poet  whispered : — "  Lo !   this  wny  prooccd, 

Slowly  advancing  on,  a  numerous  crowd ; 

Theao  to  the  lof^  steps  our  course  will  lead." 
Uine  eyca,  which  now  were  earnestly  intent 

To  am  new  thinga  on  which  they  love  to  dwell, 

Soon  na  1  heard  his  voice,  tow'rds  him  were  bent. 
Tet  O  my  reader,  shrink  not  in  dismay 

Knim  bftr  aim,  by  listi^ning,  as  I  tdl, 

How  God  desi^B  tliat  wo  our  forl'eit  pay. 
Dwell  not  on  tonncnt  tlint  will  noon  be  puiit ; 

Consider  rather  that  tFu'Jie  sufiVriiiga  ilire 

May  not  at  womt  the  Judgment  day  outhwt. 
**  Tlie  form*  that  are  advancing,"  I  began, 

"  Par  as  my  baffled  sight  can  gueas,  0  siro, 

Bear  ■un-lv  no  siniilitudu  to  man." 
He  answered  me :  "  The  hardahiiw  of  their  fate 

To  earth  so  closely  weigh  tbeae  apirilH  down, 

K'en  I  at  Rnt  coiJd  sear««  disctm  their  state. 
But  try  to  immrel  with  obnervanTO  kocn 

Wbat  is  a|)pn>uehing  under  every  stone; 

How  each  doth  smite  bin  bfvaal  may  now  he  acca." 
O  haughty  t'hrisliaiis  1  wretched,  weary  ' 

Who  sM'ing  darkly  with  tho  mentnl 


Upon  jour  backward  iteuti  reliance  place  t— 
yt)  not  that  grovelling  worms  ye  are, 


'Veiling 
Bocn  to  beoomo  the  angi'lic  butterfly. 


10.  Tbe  hifhn drclM of  I^>rKl>t'>rJ.  IOC 

Onm  aataaioambo*  the  unroi])  ■hull  br  |iuni*lird  Uia  wmi  miiia^vi 
bo>  tba  rlfhifow  (hall  h*  mtc4,  oboM  lb.  worM  is,  and  Ibr  vbea  d 
«iirUHmBlnL"-8IMrMii.tn.  IGt.  ll*  iHl  ISMlf  «| 

Iwiiil  nfiiM  tiiliii  ■|itlj  itiiiinitiil  undulhiiMiihlmaliolftiniafabwfc  | 
■arflj,  •Unh,  bailBR  ituwywl  (nn 
t— till  tf  Mmdiiumr  to  snwl  on  Iba  wr^  w  H  did,  b»tan  iIm  wi 


•rll* 


— Tlw  iDal,  M  frw,ila  npwsrds  M  nodfs  tt 


Which,  onreetrained.  to  Justice  doth  repiirp 

Wherefore  do  ye  so  loftily  aspire  ? 
Insecta  ye  aiv,  made  but  imperfectly. 
Like  worms  in  embrj'o,  not  of  form  entin?. 

As  to  support  a  roof  or  ceiling,  oft 
A  figure  doth  a  bracket's  platx  supply, 
The  knees  upgathered  to  the  breast  doft, — 

The  unreal  pain  excites  compasaioo  true 
In  him  who  sees  it ;  such,  when  I  explore 
These  forms  minutely,  they  appear  to  view. 

They  were  contracted  either  more  or  less, 
According  to  the  burden  that  they  bore; 
And  he  who  most  of  patience  did  possess. 


Seemed,  weeping,  to  eicla 


'Ic 


A  paraplirBje  af  the  Lord's  Pnjet,  luppaaed  to  be  lUDg  bj  the  ifHriti. 
Tirfcil  inquim  the  «■;.  ind  id  aniwerMl  b;  Ombertu.  Odurisi  d'Agub- 
bio,  the  illuDiiuator.     Siilcu[  of  ProTaice. 

"  0  Thod  out  Father  who  dost  dwell  in  heaven,  1 

Not  circumBcribed,  but  by  the  greater  love 
To  thy  first  works  in  those  high  regions  given — 

Let  every  creature  magnify  thy  name ; 
And  praising  Thee  enthroned  in  power  above^ 
Thy  wondrous  acts  with  thanktul  Toice  proclaim. 

0  may  to  U8  thy  kingdom's  peace  arrive ;  7 

For  if  not  sent  by  Thee  to  man  below, 
With  kU  our  efforts  Artlessly  we  strive. 

Afl  Angels  sacrifice  their  will  to  Thine, 

Chauuting  Hosannas  in  thy  courts — e'en  so 
May  man  to  Thee  his  every  will  resign. 

Our  atuiy  manna  give  us  day  by  day:  13 

If  that  be  wanting,  in  this  desert  rude 
He  backward  goes,  who  most  would  speed  his  way. 


eiwpt  the  r«lhOT,  which  bath  ae 
n  up  at  the  laat  d«j." — John  vi.  i 
b  pains,  and  miketli  baite,  u 


ban  M  much  Uumora  behiad." — Sccletiutioui zi.  IL 


CAHTO  ZI.  198 

As  we  forgife  the  wrongs  that  we  receive 

At  otbm'  hands — do  Thou,  benign  and  good. 

Weigh  not  our  imperfections — ^but,  forgive. 
Silk  not  the  virtue  of  a  race  so  frail  19 

In  atrvgglo  with  our  old  inveterate  foe ; 

Bat  Thou  ddiver  when  his  shafts  assail. 
Not  for  ourselves,  dear  Lord,  (we  have  no  need) 

Do  the  last  words  of  this  petition  flow  ;— 

For  those  we  left  on  earth  we  intercede.'* 
For  them  and  us  so  prajing  fair  success,  25 

Those  shades  were  journeying  on  beneath  a  weight 

Like  that  which  often  doth  in  dreams  oppress, — 
All  racked  with  varied  suffering,  as  they  go 

Bound  the  first  cornice,  weary  of  their  fate, 

Purging  the  doom  contracted  hero  below. 
If  then  for  us  they  offer  ceaseless  prayer,  31 

What  should  be  done,  their  kiuuness  to  requite, 

By  thocic  on  earth  who  lh^von*s  high  favour  share  ? 
To  wash  away  the  stains  coUiMrted  hero 

Tis  meet  we  give  them  aid ;  that  pure  and  light 

They  may  ascend  unto  the  starry  sphere. 
**  Ah!  so  may  JustiiVf  bo  may  Pity  ease  37 

Your  buracns  soon,  tliat  ye  may  spread  anon 

Your  wings  to  bear  you  whcresoe'er  ye  please — 
As  ve  direct  how  we  the  stair  may  reach 

Bioet  speedily, — or  if  more  wa}'8  than  one. 

The  easiest  of  ascent  we  pray  you  teach  : 
For  this  my  comrado,  owing  to  the  weight  43 

Of  Adam's  flesh,  with  which  he  still  is  clad. 

Mounts,  spite  his  blotter  will,  at  tardy  rate/' 
Words  straight  wrn»  heard  to  anMwer  the  request 

Thus  by  my  faithful  es4*ort  gently  made ; 

Though  who  pronounitHl  them  was  not  manifest ; 
Bot  this  was  said ;  *'  Now  follow  on  the  ri^ht  49 

Alon^  the  le<l^.  and  you  will  find  such  track 

As  may  be  ni()unt4*4l  by  a  living  wight ; 
And  were  I  not  im|)eded  by  the  !<t«)ne 

Whirh  curbs  the  pride  of  mv  ifn|KTiou!*  back, 

And  forces  me  to  hold  my  vinati^  down. 
Him  would  I  hiok  at,  who,  untold  hit*  nnnu\  55 

la  still  alive,  if  I  mi^ht  know  his  fact', 

And  fur  this  burden  his  compassion  rlaim. 

o 


A  Tuscan  was  my  sire,  of  high  degree, 
Aldobrandesclu,  of  the  Latin  race, 
Though  ne'er  perhaps  his  name  was  heard 

The  glorira  erf  my  house,  and  ancieDt  birth 
Made  me  ao  proud  and  am^ant,  that  I, 
Forgetful  of  our  common  mother,  earth, 

Lookei^  doirn  with  such  contempt  on  all  below 
As  coBt  mr  life : — Siena  bade  nie  die  ; — 
This  each  one  knows  in  Campognatico. 

I  am  Omberto : — not  myself  alone, 

Bnt  aU  my  comrades  by  their  lofty  pride 
Into  misfortune  have  been  also  tbron^i. 

yor  Buch  offence  am  I  coodcmned  to  bear 
This  heary  load,  till  God  be  satisfied : — 
What  I  forbore  on  earth,  I  practise  here." 

To  catch  these  words,  I  stoopM  my  head  below; 
And  one  of  them, — but  not  the  same  who  spoke. 
Turned  him  beneath  the  weight  that  bowed  him  t 

And  rec<^;niied,  and  called  me, — keeping  bent 
His  eye  upon  me  with  laborious  look. 
As,  crouching  down,  along  with  them  I  went. 

**  Art  thou  not  Odcrisi,"  I  eiclaimed, 
"  The  glory  of  Agobbio  and  that  art 
In  Fsris  erst  illumination  named  'f" 

"  More  smiling,  brother,  are  the  sheets  that  bear 
The  trace  ot  Franco's  hand,"  ho  said ;— "  in  part 
The  gloiy  mine,  but  his  the  gi^ater  share. 

X  hod  not  been  thus  courteons,  I  confess. 
While  yet  in  bonds  of  human  flesh  detiuned ; 
Such  thirst  ofprnise  did  all  my  soul  possess- 
Here,  of  such  pndc  the  penaltr  is  paid  ; 
Nor  should  I  even  this  abode  have  gained. 
But  that  to  God,  while  yet  on  earth,  I  prayed. 

0  the  vain  boast  of  human  faculties — 
The  verdure  swiftly  fading  from  on  high. 
Unless  dark  ogcs  presently  arise  ! 

In  painting,  Cuiiabue  tbooght  the  Geld 


by  thee.    ^^^H 


1 


G7.  Omberlo,  Ibe  waof  Cuj'lidmo  Aldobnuidncbi,  Count  of  Smtafiore, 
hi  ih?  tcrntoiy  of  Si<^ni,  »  provoked  the  Sisneac  bj  bb  ungmee  that 
thsy  iiiurfpred  hiin  m  Ciiinp«poiitico,  94.  CimabDa,  a  noccnliiM, 

Wiu  one  of  tlic  GrU  tliat  oaoarbutMl  Is  the  KMoratioD  of  paisliap  is  halj. . 


CAKTO  XI. 

Wm  aA  Ut  onTi, — now  Oiotto  has  the  cry, 

And  Udi  his  p^t^(Wcs»II^'■  gtoiy  yield. 
In  lettvn,  so  one  Quidu  hath  vuppreiMcd  87 

The  uthfr's  fainei  and  haply  he  ia  living,  ^m 

Dnwtini'd  to  chiuw  the  twain  from  out  their  nest.  ^ 

Nauf^bt  but  a  guiit  of  wind  is  worldly  fiuiie, 

Kow  from  this  uuart<n^,  now  from  that  aniring. 

And  bcvring  witn  c«ch  rhange  a  dilTcrent  name. 
Think'et  than  thy  glory  will  be  less  or  more,  103 

Whether  thou  dut  diinl  among  thy  toys,  or  old 

Thou  shuffle  off  thy  mortal  euil.  befura 
A  thouMod  jtmn  are  past — a  shorter  «pace,  '    ■ 

If  'gainat  Dtomity  its  sum  be  told.  | 

niu  wink  of  eye  to  orbs  of  slon-evt  paec  P 
'  He  labouring  onward  therf,MisM«ard  a  fiune  109 

That  once  throughout  all  Tuscany  resounded ; 

Sitaa  now  acarce  whiKpers  of  his  name, 
Thit*  wWe  he  eoveniea,  and  eompelled  to  bow 

The  nge  of  Florence — all  her  schemes  confounded — 

Fkceaee,  a>  haughty  then,  aa  abject  now. 
Tour  fiune  ia  like  the  grass,  whose  varying  hue  115 

Doth  cmtM  and  go—by  that  same  sun  destroyed 

Vroat  whom*  warm  ray  ita  vigour  first  it  drew."  ^_ 

**  TliT  jnat  (bacoum-,  wUh  merkness,"  I  eicJuin,  ^M 

' "  Taui)m  my  heart,  by  pride  uo  longer  buoyed :  ' 

But  he  c^  whom  thou  BjuUiest,  tell  hin  name." 
**  "nii*,  IVoTimton  Saltani,"  he  replied  ;  121 

"  Ilrn<  placMl — because  with  grasping  hands  bo  made 

Siena  hilti  through  ovenveeuing  pnde. 
Thus  hath  he  mored — thiu  moves,  devoid  of  real, 

pttM  alMv  to  th*  Mduph  be  wnM  mt  hiDMrif,  "  Cndidll  ul  Clubol 
r^ManaMnimm,  OwtaaliiiaiaitiDaBoWwtaMnpoIi.'*  m.Oudo 
^  fBTlMiTI  •  fim*  po*l  aad  friond  of  Omf  (m«  Jaf  x.  eg),  lud  mUhmI 
a*aMae<UBld*OBiDk>IIi.  ■  UalofsiM-,  maeh  Mlcbrattd  In  hi*  na*. 
M.  DiBi*  k  fTtitnltj  Hirpowd  (0  pndict  bire  hit  am  fatan  ftaa*. 
MM.  t.a.  A  Ihavmmi  Jtan  m  nolhln(  conpand  wltb  rtmity;  Jwt, 
!■<»•  tUi  ■Iwn  mo*  of  tin*  ia  FkfiMd,  jovt  bowtad  nTnMUoi  will 
hmnftri-k^  109.  Premuno  Sdrasi  (Un*  I9l),a(lialiri|rui>b^ 

m  Criirral,  vIm  wmoMUidMl  hi*  ooanlrjnwii  In  ilit  ballla  of  HaaT 
'      fce  lor.  X.  W.  umI  BOtM.     Ho  bwnbM  hiitiwir  u  hr  far  lb* 
MB  of  bu  AmbJ^  vhv  n*  d*lani«d  iu  eapKrity  b;  Chirlcs  I.  al 
NMjp.B  pmonailrtoiyppUmM  Uw  pm^  of  Mma  W  «       ~  '    " 
*■■  n^aind  bjr  tba  Unf  br  U*  naaom. 


•>brfM>ol 
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m  POBQAIOBIO. 

ffince  bia  decease;  sach  ruisom  must  be  paid 

Bj'  those  nho,  too  prceumptuous,  have  transgresBed.' 

"  If  it  be  true,"  I  said,  "  he  who  delnya 
Bepeottmce  till  the  close  of  life  draws  ncftr. 
Mounts  not,  but  down  below  bia  doom  obeys 

As  long  a  time  as  be  on  earth  remained, 
Unlees  he  be  relieved  by  friendly  prayer, — 
How  happens  it  he  here  admittance  gained  F" 

"  Hia  glory  at  the  highest" — he  rephed,  ] 

"  Free  Id  Siena's  market  place  he  stood. 
Throwing  all  fear  of  ridicule  aside ; 

And  there,  to  save  his  comrade  from  the  pun 
Endured  in  Charles's  prison,  he  subdued 
TTi*  soul  to  that  which  shook  his  every  Tela. 

I  say  no  more ;  and  dark  has  been  my  speech ;  ] 

But  soon  thy  neighbours  shall  demean  them  so, — 
Events  the  import  of  my  words  shall  teach: 

This  deed  released  him  from  the  rounds  below." 


« 


CANTO   XII. 

AKODHKin. 


*  of  pride  ensrarcn  on  the  Tockir  jttTFinent,     Lodfer — Bl 

Reboboani.      Alenueon.      SennBcherib.      Hakipheniea.      Ilion. 

Fotit  m  oonduded  by  an  Angvl  to  the  ttain  which  lesd  up  iaic 

■eoond  circle. 

LiKX  oien  drawing  in  the  yoke  we  went, 
I,  and  that  overburdened  soul  a-breast. 
Long  as  the  loved  preceptor  gave  consent. 

But  when  he  said — "  Now  leave  him,  and  proceed  ; 
For  both  with  sails  and  oars  it  here  were  best 
That  each  one,  as  he  may,  his  vessel  speed ;" — 

Erert,  e'en  like  to  one  prepared  in  hasto  . 

To  urge  his  wav,  mv  person  I  upreared — 
My  thoughts  tfie  wliite  bent  downward  and  abased. 

139.  T)*nl«  here  aDudea  (o  hu  awn  exile,  uid  u  Vgo  FobdoIo  obMnca, 
"  ducoven  an  exact  porcnuC  of  himself  in  amui  vbo,  Mrippinjc  hinuelf 
of  ■Usfanme,  uid  trniiblin);  in  bis  Terj  vitnk,  place*  hiouelf  in  Ibe  publia 
v>j,  Bod  Hretche*  ODt  his  hand  for  charily."  IIS.  i.f.Thiaict 

of  humllitjr  and  friendship  exonented  Sslimni  &om  the  nnu]  penuice  ui 
ifce  lover  rrgioD*  of  the  mouauln,  which  those  who  hare  delayed  repeol- 
■ooe  BndsTgo  preriaualf  lo  their  entmice  into  Puiplwj. 


^9 

The 

the 

I 


eren  now  appeared, 
light  of  foot  were  we : 
>9nA  ttheejeB Mow,"  to  me  he  said ; 


"  To  eaae  tiiine  onmri!  joumcy  'twill  be  good 

To  explore  the  around  that  formi  thj  footatep't  bed." 

AMfia  memorial  oifthe  dead,  uv  aoen 

AlN)Te  their  earthly  tombe  enirrarings  nide, 
BcariDg  the  tntce  of  what  they  onoe  hare  been ; 

At  aisht  whereof  the  tear  oft  starts  anew,  U  ■ 

When  ud  remembrance  stingi  the  thoo^tfiil  nuDd 
With  pane*  frit  <">ly  by  tlie  pious  few  j —  ' 

Such  MW  I  here,— but  fairer  to  Dchotd, 
A«  by  the  rule«  of  perfect  art  designed. 
Far  aa  the  oomin*  did  the  mount  enfold. 

Him,  who  wa«  fiwUioned  noblest  above  all  2f  f 

Cnsted  beinga,  front  the  height  of  beavcQ 
Bebeld  I,  on  one  side,  like  lightning  fall : 

On  tba  other,  lay,  itretched  ponderous  o'er  the  ground, 
Briarrua'  form,  with  ahaSt  celestial  riven, 
By  (Ii'bIIi'a  chill  hand,  in  icy  fetters  bound. 

Then',  riiynibro's  GoA,  there  Pnllaa,  Mara  I  viewed       SI 
In  ann*  armind  their  mightr  Father  stand — 
BfVing  the  giknt  limbs  bMide  them  stivwed. 

Itiuial  I  «nr  PRDMth  his  loft^  tower, 

A»  tlioagb  oonfounded — gana^  on  the  band 

Who  inM*iid  in  Seuiaar's  plain  the  Almighty  power. 

0  Niobc,  with  what  o'erflowing  eyea  "' 

Theo  'mid  thy  slnu)(hta-rMl  cniloren  I  somjed ; 
Bcrca  on  eocii  itde  the  mad  in  wretched  guise ! 

O  Stnl,  w>urt  death-like  hue  tby  featurea  worp— 


mSiIbAswi 
SmT       SB.  I 


,      _     Hi  ftida   mn  not  pbiwl  ou  Uh  lidi  of  the 
IS  mas  Ihs  iiawflw  of  huaiitiij'  In  iba  lut  csaiu,  hut  uu  ih*  nit- 

'    "* '      ]n|Ma  dtbaanoml  rvqulnd  to  rU  aundvM  of  tbil 

Toriatak— oocvinAnfdar  Uchl.  S9.  "BrtB. 

tmt  baf«  iHWfiiriHi  (Vmw.'— Int  niL  W.  31.  nrnbia-f 

«i<li*H»»-    TbiM>tM*haM*«>dJtiplln'iatlM«arwii^ib«plul« 
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In  mouni  Gilboo.  fallen  upon  thy  blade! 

That  mount  by  dew  or  rain  ne'er  freshened  more. 
There  saw  I  thw,  Anichne,  foolish  one,  43 

Half  epider  now. — distrest^upon  the  thread  ^^B 

Of  that  rich  work  in  eril  moment  ppnn,  ■    ^H 

O  Sebobo&m,  not  with  threatening  brow  '  ^^t 

Appears  thy  form  ;  but  rtruek  wth  mortal  dread:    C^f 

Ere  foes  pursue,  a  chariot  bears  thee  now. 
AlcmEE«Q  on  the  rocky  pavement  wrought  49 

Appeared,  what  time  he  made  his  mother  rue 

The  fatal  ornaments  so  dearly  bought. 
There  was  depicted  how  within  the  tone 

Sennacherio's  eons  their  sworda  upon  him  drew; 

And  how  tbey  left  him  there,  so  foully  alain. 
There  were  the  slaughter  and  the  carnage  viewed  55 

Which  Tomyris  made,  when  she  to  Cyrus  said : 

"  For  blood  thon  thirstedst — quench  thy  thiist  with 
There  too  was  pictured  the  Assynane'  flight,         [blDod." 

When  Holophemes,  the  brave  chief,  was  dead ; 

And  there  the  relics  of  the  murderous  %ht. 
Troy  I  beheld  in  dust  and  ruin  laid ;—  CI 

O  haughty  Ilion,  how  wert  thon  debased. 

In  woeful  plight  upon  the  rock  ponrtrayed !  ^y 

What  mighty  master  of  hia  pencil  He,  ^^H 

By  whom  such  forms  and  attitudes  were  traced        *^^| 

As  lofty  genius  would  with  wonder  see  ?  ^^M 

4S.  ■'  Ye  nwinitaiDS  o(  GUboa,  let  there  be  no  itw,  ccilhrr  1«I  Ih«t«b« 
nin  upon  jou."     2  l^inud  i.  SI.  43.  Aracboe  drSed  Miucrra'a 

■kili  in  wesno^ ;  on  irhicb  Ibe  enngvd  Goddm  lurn«d  bn  ioto  •  indcr, 
46.  RchotiMiii'i  lyrumj  induced  Isvel  to  rcbd  apuitU  hira.  "llinv- 
fan  kinp  Itehobooim  made  epeed  to  get  bna  up  iola  his  chBnot,  to  flee  to 
Jerusalem."  1  Einm  lii.  18.  19.  AlcmKon  >le«  hi*  DuMber  Eriphjte, 

for  taffermg  benelf  la  b«  bribed,  bj  the  prewnlara  rich  jewel,  ra  diicoTcr 
the  rEtmt  of  her  biuUtnd,  Ampbiuaiu,  irba  mu  coaoealtd  to  BTsid 
piinp  to  the  Tbeban  ni.  See  Virgil.  ,En.  vi.  415.  Pur.  i»,  103,  fee. 
K,  "  And  it  CBDieto  pan,  aibc  vu  irorahippiii^  in  ihe  house  of  Sinveh 
bii  God,  that  Admmiacleeh  and  Shareier  hit  foas  imale  him  vitb  the 
Bvord."    S  Kinp  lii.  37.  50.  "  Tomyiit,"  quera  of  tbr  ScjrihiaDB, 

•■  flying  irith  pretended  fear,  on  beinf  wuunded.  dreir  Cjni  into  «a 
Btnbuaoule,  and  slew  him,  tof^ether  with  two  hundred  thoDaod  PerBUW. 
His  heul  she  ordered  U  be  cail  into  a  bladder  full  of  blood,  with  d>to 
reproach  for  hia  craetlf :  'Sale  tli/Kirrilh  that  blood  Tor  which  tboti 
hss<  [hinted,  and  of  which  Ihou  bant  ecer  been  ioMtiablr,* "  JialiD,L6. 
8te  Judllh  XT.  fi.  OS.  Troy  i*  the  prorinca— Uion  tha  dlj. 


CAirro  xn.  199 

Alive  tlie  living--dead  i^peared  the  dead  ;-^  67 

Nor  could  raftlitj  more  clearly  show, 

Than  did  the  sculpture  on  that  marhle  bed. 
Now  swell  with  pricie — ^paas  on  with  viaage  high. 

Ye  sous  of  Eve !  cast  not  jour  looks  below. 

For  fear  your  evil  path  ye  should  descry. 
Around  the  mount  now  further  had  we  wound,  73 

And  much  more  of  his  course  the  sun  had  spent, 

Than  ope  might  deem  not  wrapt  in  thoughts  profound. 
When  he,  who  brer  watchful,  tooV  the  lead. 

Cried,  **  Baise  thy  head ;  for  would*st  thou  mount  the 

No  longer  thus  aWnrbed  must  thou  proceed.      [ascent, 
Lo,  yonder,  lu»tening  towards  us,  on  his  way,  79 

An  Angel  comes ;  —and  the  sixth  handmaid  now 

Betumeth  from  her  service  on  the  day. 
With  reverence  deck  thy  looks,  that  he  may  deign 

His  willing  guidance  up  the  mountain's  brow  : — • 

This  day,  liethink  thee,  ne*er  will  shine  again." 
Not  to  lose  time  so  often  had  been  taught  85 

Bv'  him  who  drop])ed  this  precept  on  my  ear, 

Toe  import  it  couvcyed  I  fully  caught. 
The  beauteous  Creature  now  more  near  had  drawn, 

In  white  arrayed, — his  face  as  though  it  were 

Lit  with  the  radiance  of  the  star  of  dawn. 
Ilis  arms  first  opening— he  his  wings  outspread: —        01 

"  Come,'*  he  exclaimed,  ** behold  the  steps  are  nigh; 

Now  may  the  aiKVDt  full  easily  be  made.'* 
Pew,  few,  alas !  obey  the  gracious  call ! — 

O  race  of  mortals,  bom  to  mount  on  high/ 

How  is  it  at  ik)  slight  a  breath  ye  fall  ? 
He  led  UR  where  the  rock  in  twain  was  riven ;  07 

Here  with  hin  pinion  he  my  forehead  beat. 

Then  pnmuttod  a  safe  passage  should  be  given. 
Aa  on  the  ri^ht  hand— to  ascend  the  ridge, 

Where  the  church  vieweth  from  its  lofty  seat 

7a.  Duit^  had  bten  ao  to  test  upon  Uie  ittulptur*  uod«r  bia  foat,  that  ha 
took  no  Bote  of  time.  60.  Tht  haadmaida  of  tba  day  are  tba  botm. 

91.  Tba  Ang^l  opena  baa  arma,  to  abow  that  mercy  ia  offered  to  all.  8e« 
#asSo  ill.  121 .  W,  In  order  to  rvmoTe  one  of  the  aeven  P/a. — IlaTiof 
BBA^t/red  prid«*,  hia  beieitiiif  ata,  Dtnta  ia  promiacd  a  tafe  conduct* 
101.  The  church  of  8«n  Miaiato  orerlooka  Florence,  ironieally  termed 
«•  the  well  ruled  city.** 
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The  well  ruled  state,  by  Kubsconte's  bridge — 
The  daring  mount  is  broken  b_v  the  atai™ 

Made  in  a  better  and  a  simpler  age. 

Ere  falae  accounts  embarrasged  state  a&irs : 
80  is  relaxed  the  steepness  of  the  bank, 

"Palling;  predpitou^  from  the  upper  Btage  j 

But  either  side  high  rocks  enclo£iing  Sank. 
Broke  in  such  BweetnesB.  as  we  passed  along, 

"  Blest  are  the  poor  in  spirit,"  on  mine  ear. 

Words  are  onequal  t<j  describe  the  song. 
Ah !  htm  unlike  to  these,  the  straits  of  hdl  [ 

By  songs  accompanied  we  enter  here. — 

There,  by  laments  and  impn>cations  fell. 
ITow  up  the  holy  steps  our  way  we  gain ; 

And  far  more  lightV  did  I  seem  to  more 

Than  when  before  I  journeyed  o'er  the  plain, 
"  SsT  from  what  painful  weig'ht  am  I  reliered, 

llUst^,"  I  cried ;  "  for  as  I  wend  abore 
■   Scarce  by  my  senseis  weariness  pereeired." 
«  When  t^  the  P.'s  upon  thy  foi^head  traced,  121 

Which  still,"  he  said,  "  though  less  distinct,  renuun,  ^ 

Shall,  like  the  one,  be  thoroughly  e&ced, 
A  leal,  so  fervent  shall  thy  feet  eicite. 

They  shall  not  only  no  fatigue  sustain. 

But  be^  thee  upward  with  intense  delight." 
Then  w»  I  like  to  one  who  goes  along  127 

With  something  on  his  head, — not  knowing  anglit. 

Save  that  from  others'  nods  there's  something  wrong; 
Wherefore  ilia  hand  is  fain  to  give  HiTi  aid. 

And  seoks,  and  finds ;  and  hath  already  wrought 
■  '    That  service  which  the  eye  in  Tain  essayed. 
And  with  my  right  band's  open  fingers  now  133 

Sii  only  of  the  letters  could  I  trace 

He  of  tlie  keys  had  graven  on  ray  brow ; 
Whereat  a  smile  came  o'er  the  master's  face. 

IDS.  Th  bridge  OTiT  the  Anio.  110.  Tti»  i»  mTi|;oti  ihgoccMoa 

•f  the  (piriu  quitdof  tbe  drelt  of  pride.  1E7.  Tbii  curiou  linild 

■■ItaifiM   Ibat  we  cunnol  knaw  oumjras  till  ws  bare  maMered  pride, 
Vhieh   blioda  us  to  all  our  defrcti.  ISA.  The  Aogd  win  istcnbed 

Ui«  WTin  P.'a  CD  Dintc'*  Tonhnd.     See  canic  ii.  1 13. 
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Tbt  tMOod  drele.     Tbeiin  of  "Enrj  k  1mm  pmUbtd*    XiMqilai  of 
Cbority  reeountod  bj  tefiiiUo  ipirilh    Tho  mwkm  i9potr»  obCfaod  in 
.Mekdochf  ftBdkftTii^  thoir  ojw  oown  up  with  an  iroa  thwtd.    8iBii| 
kdy. 


Now  bid  we  gamed  the  sommit  of  the  ttsfan,  1 

There  where  a  leoond  b^  the  moant  difidei^ 
ABcmiding  which,  each  aoul  ita  loaa  lepaia. 

Aroimd  it  doth  a  circling  cornice  wind, 
Like  to  the  first  encomnaaaing  the  aidea, 
8aTe  in  ita  drcait,  whicn  is  more  confined. 

Nor  aculptnie  here  nor  image  met  our  Tiew ;  7 

So  smooth  the  bank  and  pathway  did  a^ypear, 
Which,  like  the  rock,  waa  of  a  bvid  hue. 

**  If  we  remain  till  spirita  come  this  way, 
Of  whom  to  inquire,"  the  poet  aaid,  **  I  fear 
Wo  may  perchaiiee  too  long  our  choice  delay." 

Then  on  toe  sun  intent  he  fiied  his  sight,  18 

And  whc<.4ing  his  left  shoulder  to  one  aidei 
As  on  a  pivot  turned  upon  the  right. 

"  O  firiendlj  planet,  through  whose  aid,**  he  aaid, 
"  I  enter  this  new  path,  be  thou  our  guide  :-^ 
By  thee  all  entering  here  woidd  fain  be  led. 

From  thee  the  world  receiveth  light  and  heat ;  19 

Unless  bv  some  necessity  impeded,  ' 

Thv  gemal  rays  should  erer  guide  our  feet." 

The  distance  that  on  earth  we  call  a  mile, 
Alrnidy  in  short  space  had  we  proceeded— 
Our  will  so  prompt  the  journey  to  beguile- 
When  spirits  fljing  ttom  tne  realms  abore,  25 
Heara,  but  unseen,  inyited  us  to  taste 
The  hallowed  banquet  of  celestial  lore. 

The  first  voice  that  athwart  us  flying  came, 

ExcUumed  aloud :  **  They  have  no  wine  ;*'  then  paaaed 
Behind,  reiterating  still  the  same. 


17.  i. «.  Of  ehtfi^r,  m  o|ipond  to  ravr,— tho  riem  pmiMhod  ia  thii 
sboto.  29.  iWoo  wordo  oT  the  Viifia  st  tbo  autiofe  ftoft  oT 

'*'"  art  odduoed  M  IB  iDftenoe  of  duuricj. 


nS  PITBQATOBIO.  ^^^ 

And  ere  these  straitia  in  diatan<«  died  iiuiiy,  31 

"  I  am  Orestes" — whirling  by,  we  lieard 
Another  crv ;  and  pass  without  delay. 

"  O  father,"  I  exclaimed,  "  what  sounds  are  thi'se  ?" 
And  OB  I  made  inquiry — lo,  a  third 
Distinctly  uttered :  "  Iiove  jour  enemiea." 

*  "Within  this  circle,"  said  my  guide,  "  ia  teh  JSf 

The  laah  that  envy  is  condemned  to  bear ;  ^^J 

Therefore  it«  cords  by  Lore's  mild  hand  are  dealt  |[^^^| 

The  bit  )8  wont  to  sound  in  other  strain ;  ^^^^^ 

As  I  imagine  thou  thyself  wilt  hear,  ■ 

£re  thou  the  pass  of  pardon  mayst  attain.  ■ 

But  through  the  air  attentive  etretch  thine  eje ;  43 

And  seated  in  our  front,  full  many  a  shade 

I  Along  the  mountain's  aide  wilt  thou  desciy."         v^^^k 

Opening  mine  eyes  to  take  an  ampler  \kw,  ^^^H 

I  saw  before  me  souls  in  mantles  clad,  'I^^^H 

The  litid  rock  resembling  in  their  hue.  ^^^^1 

A  little  further  on,  these  words  I  heard  :  ^fl^ 

"  O  Marj-,  Michael,  Peter,  who  Heaven's  throne 
Encircle— be  your  prayers  for  us  preferred." 
Walks  not  a  man  on  earth  this  day  I  ween. 

So  hard  of  heart,  but  that  he  must  have  known. 
Some  touch  of  pity  for  what  there  was  seen. 
Por  tow'rds  them  when  I  had  approached  so  near  55 

That  e'en  their  attitudea  were  plainly  shown. 
Mine  eyes  streamed  forth  with  many  a  bitter  tear.  ^^^U 
Of  sackcloth  rude  their  eorment  seemed  to  be ;        l^^^l 
One  OD  another's  shoulder  bent  him  down ;  J^^P^ 

And  on  the  rock  all  leant  dejectedly.  ItFl 

Thus  do  the  blind,  in  want  of  daily  bread,  61 

Stand  in  the  ehurchea  to  implore  relief ; 
And  one  against  his  neighbour  rests  liis  bead, 
The  more  a  stranger's  pity  to  excite. 

Not  only  by  the  mounifiil  Bound  of  grief, 
'  But  by  what  strikes  the  heart  no  less,  the  sight. 
And  as  the  sun  doth  ne'er  the  blind  illume  ;  67 

32.  OnslM    ofFertd  MnupIT  to  dealh  ui*t.->d  of  his  friml    t^tedn, 
ae.  By  einmplnof  (be  opponle  virtue.  42.  Tbr  (lair  JradSBg  Ulba 

third  circle,  when  staiul*  the  Angel  wbo  puiJons  the  crime  of  butt. 
M.  *'  Ka  bran  ta  fien»  but  know*  nms  touch  of  pity ." 
Uieb-in. 
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So,  to  the  shades  of  whom  I  now  diieonnet 
The  light  of  HeaTen  iie*er  duiipates  the  g^oom. 

The  lidB  of  all  an  iron  thread  doth  pierce, 
Sewing  them  up,  e'en  aa  a  hawk's  perforce 
Is  sewn,  to  make  the  sa?age  hird  less  fierce. 

To  me  it  seemed  a  want  of  ooartesy,  78 

Unseen  myself^  in  others'  £m»  to  peer, 
Wherefore  I  turned  to  my  instructor  :-^hd 

The  silent  wishes  of  my  heart  well  knew. 
And  therefore  waited  not  my  wish  to  hear;-^ 
*^  Speak  to  the  point,  and  let  thy  words  be  ftnpr.'* 

Yirgil  came  towards  me  from  that  outer  bound,  79 

ice  easily  his  feet  had  slipt  below^ 
Because  no  bank  euTirons  it  around :— 

Stood  on  the  other  hand  the  shades  deront^ 
Who  by  the  horrid  seam  were  tortured  so. 
That  o  er  their  checks  the  bitter  tears  guiriied  out. 

Tuminp^  around,  '*  O  spirits,"  I  exclaim,  85 

"*  Now  certain  that  exalted  Light  to  see^ 
The  one  sole  object  of  your  longing  aim,— > 

So  from  your  conscience  may  the  grace  of  Hearen 
Dispel  the  scum,  that  thus  a  channel  free 
May  to  the  river  of  your  mind  be  given,— 

As  you  inform  me  what  I  long  to  know-—  91 

If  any  Latian  soul  may  here  be  seen ; 
Haply  to  him  some  benefit  may  flow." 

•*  We  all,  my  brother,  of  one  city  true 
Are  denirens  ;  but  Hurely  thou  must  mean 
One  who  in  Italy  did  erst  pursue 

His  pilgrima^.*'    These  words  I  seemed  to  hear  97 

A  little  further  on  from  whence  I  stood ; 
Wherefore  advancing,  I  approached  more  near : 

Amid  the  rest  I  saw  a  shade,  who  in 

Her  face  the  marks  of  expectation  showed : 

**  How  ?**  ask  ye  P^Like  one  blind  she  raised  her  chin. 


M.  /■  #.  "  You  ipeftk  to  vf  M  if  to  men  ttiU  perfomin^  tbeirpflgrfaMgo 
9m  OAith,  Mid  ■ckiiowlcdf;:iofr  dittincfkNU  of  eouatry.  We  reck  aoC  of 
•ay  other  dtj  but  the  *oao  tnu  dty,*  deetined  for  ue  in  heaven.  Ton 
•nreljr  therefore  B««a  f*  **  Now,  thCTefore,  ye  ire  no  more  etnuifen  and 
loreinarre,  but  frllow  dtiime  With  the  Miiiits,  and  of  the  booeehold  of 
Gad.**  ^ihfta.  ii.  19.  *'  Fpr  hera  ws  have  no  continuhig  city,  but  wa 
pmk  mm  to  oone."    Htb.  ziU.  li. 


"  Oh  tbou,"  I  said,  "  who  dost  thy  spirit  tame 
Tomouut  above  ;— if  tbou  aa  answer  gave^ 
Inform  me  who  thou  art  by  place  or  name." 

"  Kdow,"  Bbe  replied,  "I  was  a  Sienese: — 
Entreating  God  to  a^ist  me,  here  I  lave 
My  guilty  aoul; — and  my  companions  these. 

Sapia  my  name,  though  Sapience  marked  me  not ;         109 
And  more  dciight  I  took  in  otbere'  eadneea  ^^^J 

Than  in  the  happineKs  that  blessed  my  lot.  ^^^| 

And  lest  mv  words  dec«-it  should  seem  intending,      '-V^H 
Hear  if  1  was  not  foolish,  e'en  t«  madneee  : —       "     i  — 
Wbett  down  the  arch  my  years  were  now  descending, 

"iLy  citizen)),  aaiembled  in  the  Beld  113 

Near  Coile,  were  prepared  their  foes  to  meet ; 
And  I  prared  God  they  might  be  forced  to  yield  : 

There  routed^  were  they  turned  to  bitter  flight ; 
And  I,  who  stood  to  witness  their  defeat. 
Indulged  in  warmest  traDBports  of  delight; 

And  upward  turned  my  daring  visage, — crying  121 

To  Heaven  in  joy :  "  I  fear  thee  now  no  more  ;*' 
Aa  cried  the  thrush,  one  transient  gteam  espying. 

Upon  the  brink  of  life,  I  wished  to  effect 
Mt  peace  with  God ;  but,  though  repenting  sore, 
Still  had  I  suffered  for  my  dire  neglwt, 

Had  not  Pier  Pettina^o  kmdly  thought,  127 

In  his  most  holy  orisons,  of  me. 
And  by  his  chanty  deliverance  wrought. 

But  who  art  thou,  who  journeying  onwai'd  seekest 
To  know  our  state,  and  hast  thine  eyelids  free, 
As  I  behere  thou  huat,  and  breathing,  meakeet  V 

"  Mine  eyes,"  I  said,  "  may  here  be  reft  of  sight —      133 
But  for  abort  time;— the  penalty  they  owe 
For  envious  looks  indulged  in,  is  but  alight. 

Far  greater  dread  my  ansious  soul  doth  own, 
Of  the  infliction  to  be  borne  below ; 

1  li.  In  hia  Convitn,  Duite  likens  human  lite  to  an  arcb — now  mount- 
tag  ml  ncnr  dwcendiuf .  S«  Trml.  i..  S3,  2*.  126.  3,pu,  buikb«l 

by  her  fjauntfymea  the  fiJenoie,  pru^«d  fbr  tbeir  defeat,  and  vm  ua  elated 
whti  tim  tanetm  of  ber  prayer,  tliat  the  ntlered  thli  impiona  bniida  in 
d«SuiBe  of  Ibe  Almigbly.  137.  A   hermit,  who  b;  hia  prayers 

aocelenUd  Syria's  adnuMioa  ialo  Purptorj.  137.  i. «.  In  Uu  latt 

drde,  where  (he  prowl  m  paaubed.    DiateacknovledcMbinadfiraidi. 


culVto  znx* 

And  eren  now  that  bardeii  wdighi  me  down**^' 

And  she  to  me :  **  Inform  me  who  thj  guide^  189 

If  thither  to  retmm  thou  doet  expect" 
**  Yon  sQent  spirit  brought  me,"  1  replied ; 

**  And  I  am  living ;  therefore  ask  of  me, 
If  thoa  desire  that  I»  O  spirit  dect  I 
Shield  moTe  on  earth  my  mortal  feet  for  thee.'* 

**  Oh!  such  a  norel  thing  is  this  to  hear,"  145 

She  said,  **  it  greatly  proves  CK>d's  love  to  thee ; 
Wherefore  sometimes  assist  me  with  thy  prayer; 

And  by  whatever  be  thy  dearest  aim,  * 

If  e  er  thou  tread  the  soil  of  ToscanT, 
I  prithee  with  my  kindred  clear  my  feme^ 

Them  wilt  thou  see  amidst  that  siUy  race  251 

Whose  hopes  in  Telamon  will  prove  more  Tiin 
Than  those  fond  hopes  they  dia  in  Dian  place : 

Still  more  their  baffloa  Admirals  shall  complain." 


CANTO    XIV. 

▲RQUXXNT. 

Tb€  depraritj  of  Italy.  Dialogue  between  Ouido  del  Dues  of  Brettioorm, 
end  Kinifri  da  Calboli  of  Romagna.  The  latter  inTdglie  aprainetih« 
rice  and  deyencfacy  of  all  wbo  lire  in  the  rale  of  Ana,  Toioee  arv 
bgaid  rrcordinf  inatanoes  of  enrj, 

^  Who  \b  the  man  that  winds  around  our  hill  1 

Ere  di'ath  has  sot  his  soul  at  liberty — 

Opening  his  eyes  and  closing  them  at  will  ?*' 
'*  I  know  him  not :  but  know  he*s  not  alone ; — 

Ai»k  who  he  \a  thyself,  for  thou  art  nigh ; 

And  move  him  to  diBcourse  with  gentle  tone." 
Bent  towards  each  other,  held  such  colloquy  •  7 

Conceniing  me,  two  spirits  on  the  right ; 

Then  upwud  raised  their  looks  to  speak  to  me : 
•*  O  soul,    one  said,  **  that,  in  thv  mortal  clay 

EnvelojK»d  stiU,  dost  take  thylieavenly  flight — 


152.  Tb«  8ira4«e  hoped  by  the  acqnUtion  of  Telaroone,  a  eea-port,  to 
leooMe  fn«t ;  but  its  dtoation  in  the  M amnma  waa  ao  unhealthj  that 
fh^  wm  obliffd  to  abandon  it,  after  loeinip  manj  teamen  and  ad> 
minh  ;  and  ihry  are  aaid  to  hare  tncnrred  frri^t  eipenie  in  the  vain 
ssdeaTtur  todieeover  a  atreaai  called  Dian  aoppoeed  to  paae  onder  their  cit^. 

1.  The  oanio  opena  with  a  oooTeiaation  ioppoaed  to  paM  betwctm  two 
•obleFlorv&tinea,GttidodclDiioa,  and  Riaieri  da  Calboli  of  Bmm^ouu 


I 
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PTBCATOBIOi 


In  cliaHtT  console  us ;  and,  0  ear, 

Whonce  comest  thou ;  and  what  thy  name  unfold ; 
For  we  are  wondering  at  this  signal  grace, 
Afl  at  some  novel  prodigy,  untold. 

And  I ;  "  Through  Tuacany  a  ati'eandet  flows 
From  Falterona'a  heiffht,  which  rune  its  race 
Some  forty  leagues  before  it  finds  repose ; — 

From  its  vicinity  I  drag  this  frame; 
To  tell  thee  who  I  am  would  be  in  vain. 
So  little  yet  on  earth  resounds  my  name." 

"  Sui«,  if  my  intellect  embody  well 

Thy  purposed  meaning,"  (he  who  first  began 
Then  answered  me)  "  thou  wouldst  of  Amo  teU," 

"  But  why  did  he  conceal,"  the  other  said, 
"  That  nrer's  title ;  as  a  man  forsooth 
Abstains  &om  uttering  words  of  import  dread  P' 

The  shade  who  thus  was  questioned,  nude  reply : 
"  The  cause  I  know  not ;  but  I  know  in  trutn, — - 
Full  well  that  valley's  name  deserves  to  die : 

For  from  its  source,  (there  where  so  frequent  teems 
The  lofty  range,  whence  is  Pelorus  riven, 
That  but  few  places  bo  abound  in  streams,) 

E'en  to  the  spot  where  it  reatorea  again 

The  vapours  that  the  ocean  lends  to  heaven, 
(Whence  rivera  their  renewed  supplies  obtain) 

Prom  virtue,  all,  aa  from  a  serpent  fly ; 

Whether  tlirough  influence  of  a  noiioua  clime, 
Or  through  iU  habit's  strong  necessity: 

Therefore  the  dwellers  in  that  wretched  vale 
Are  so  corrupted  since  the  olden  time, 
You  might  believe  them  gorged  in  Cilia's  pale. 

*Mid  filthy  awine,  deservinc  more  to  feed 
On  acorns  than  such  food  as  roan  prepares. 
This  brook  at  first  his  abject  course  doth  lead : 

Then  lower  down,  'rnong  cure  condemned  to  stray. 
Grinning  with  spite,  were  power  of  mischief  tKeir's, 
From  them  he  turns  his  scornful  snout  away. 

This  foss.  most  hapless,  most  accurst — the  more 
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i^Airro  xrr. :  907: 

Its  witcTR-fiJl,  With  ftiller  cmreDt  ijutttitifc' 

Of  dof^  becoming  wohres,  finds  greater  itore* 
Defloending  onwvd  then  in  deeper  atreanifl, 

It  finds  the  foxes,  so  replete  with  conning, 

The^  fear  not  to  be  bamed  in  their  schemes* 
Yet  will  I  speak,  ahlMnigh  another  hear,  65 

Who  well  may  let  into  his  memory  sink 

What  a  true  spirit  doth  to  me  dedare. — 
Already  doth  thy  Ghrandson  meet  my  sight  :— 

A  hunter  of  those  wolves  upon  the  brink 

Of  the  fell  stream,  he  scatters  all  in  fiight. 
Their  flesh  he  bartereth  while  yet  alive,  61 

Then  slavs  them  like  an  aged  ox : — as  these 

Of  life,  himself  of  fame  doth  he  deprive. 
Blood-stuncd  he  issues  from  the  mournful  wood^ 

And  leaves  it  such,  that  in  ten  centuries 

Its  pristine  vigour  may  not  be  renewed.'* 
As,  at  the  announcement  of  impending  woe^  67 

The  face  of  him  who  listens  is  perplexed, 

In  wonder  wliencc  will  come  the  threatened  blow ; 
So  the  other  bouI,  who  stood  in  act  to  hear, 

I  saw  in  countenance  perturbed  and  vexed^ 

Soon  as  those  words  had  fallen  upon  his  ear. 
The  speech  of  one,  the  other's  trouoled  air  73 

Filled  me  with  eagerness  their  names  to  know ; 

And  I  the  inquin'  made  with  earnest  prayer. 
At  which  the  soul  that  first  accosted  me, 

Bi^umed :  ^*  What  I  in  vain  asked  thee  to  show, 

That  thou  desirest  I  should  tell  to  thee. 
But  since  (^od  wills  to  manifest  so  bright  79 

His  ^rniee  in  thee,  I  will  not  say  thee  nay 

Guido  del  Duca  know  then  am  I  bight. 


&3.  Th«  Piflftna.  55.  DkdU  to  wmm«d  to  sttrad  to  tb«  foUowiofr 

pnfbecj  M  infert^tiofr  to  himaelf.  M.  Fuldfri  do  Calboli,  fpruKbon  of 
Uiaiuin,  vitb  whom  Guido  b  ipeakinfr,  wm  Fodivta,  or  chief  msfrittmfa* 
hi  nurmcr,  in  1302;  and  wa«  bhhed  by  th«  Nt-ri  to  impritoii  snd  put 
tt>  death  many  di«ting^ukhed  perioiui  %mon^  the  Bianchi :  henoe,  havinir 
cftUed  tlie  Moreiifinra  *  woltet,*  Ouido  eootinuio|r  Die  allpfconr,  calls  • 
irrmodaoo  of  Uinit*ri,  *  the  hunter*  of  thoae  wolv«t  upon  tlie  Ml  rirer 
Amo.  04.    Iha '*ii»oumful  wood**aigrnifii«  Florrocr.  C7.  **  It 

It  rridrnt  that  I^mita  himaelf  frit  aererely  tho  words  he  puta  into  th« 
■Mwth  of  Rinivh  "    Ottiiiio  Commento.  79.  Guid*  reproAchas 

Ha&u  ibr  Lit  unwilUnpneaa  to  mention  bia  name.    See  line  10. 


SOB  PUBOATOBIO.  ^^H 

My  Wood  was  bo  consumed  by  envy's  flame, 

That  if  I  but  beheld  another  gay, 

A  livid  hue  o'er  all  my  features  came : 
Such  crop  I  gather  from  the  seed  1  strewed,  9^i 

O  race  of  man !  your  hopca  why  fix  ye  there,  ^■■B 

Where  none  may  be  partakers  of  your  good  ?  ^^H 

This  is  Binier,  the  honour  and  the  pride  '^^^^ 

Of  the  great  house  of  Calboli,  whose  heir  — 

No  image  of  his  valour  hath  supplied. 
Nor  hia  the  only  blood  betwist  the  Po,  91 

The  Rhine,  the  mountain,  and  the  rolling  main, 

Beft  of  tho  good  whii^h  truth  and  taste  bestow. 
For  all  the  land  within  this  boundary 

Is  filled  with  stocks  bo  poieoaous,  that  in  vain 

Might  man  lou^  time  the  force  of  culture  tiy. 
"Where  ia  Manardi  now,  and  where  the  good  fl7 

Lido  and  Traversaro, — Guido  great  ? 

Oh,  how  degenerate  ie  Bomagna's  blood. 
When  in  Bologna  doth  a  Fabbro  shoot ! 

A  Bemardin  rule  o'er  Faenza's  state, 

A  generous  oflaet  from  a  lowly  root ! 
Wonder  not,  Tuscan,  at  mv  grieving  thoa, 

Wben  Ugolino  to  my  mmd  1  call. 

And  Guido,  wont  to  lead  his  life  with  UB, — 
Frederick.  Tegnoso  and  his  worthy  race, 

The  Traversari,  Anastagi  (all 

Now  disinherited  of  ancient  grace,) — 
The  dames,  the  knights,  the  labour  and  the  ease  ijOff 

That  wooed  us  on  to  love  and  courtesy, 

Wlere  rancorous  envy  now  all  hearts  dodi  seize. 

86.  "  O  rac«  of  man,'*  eicUima  Qoido,  "  wh;  Kl  jaar  heart  on  cartUj 
^^docIa,  Thich  unlike  meniAl  and  epiritiiAj  posKntoiu.  ar«  nmstmurSj 
mjoyed  bj  one  punon  to  Che  eiclu«Gn  at  mother,  and  lettd  to  toaomp 
earjaudadGihimar  S9.  "  Your  frood  and^rreat  men  or  Romainit,'* 

ha  Mj«,  "  have  a]l  vaaisbed — Klansrdi  at  Paeou,  Ucio  of  Valboca, 
Travenaro  of  lUvenna,  and  Guido  di  Carpi^a  of  Hoatehttn: — niid 
ioMead,  men  of  lo*  origin,  auch  a*  Fnbbro  da'  l^mbertaoi .  and  Bemardin 
Fotoo  have  eialted  ihenuelve*  by  thrir  taleuL"  109,  110.  "  Tbeap 

two  linea,''  aay*  L'^  Fovolo,  "  hart  meh  a  charm  to  ItaUaa  eara,  thai 
Arioalo.  afUr  harin^  dcelclied  a  ihoiiuiid  begiouiii^  fcr  Ui  poem,  and 
decided  upon  an  iiidiSeretit  one,  which  wai  prinl«d.  Snallj  nifwud  tbnn 
all  in  the  aeoond  ediljou,  aad  aubstituied  ahiuiat  word  for  vara  the  re 
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OAHTO  ZIT.  209 

O  Brpttinoro!  whj  not  get  thee  gone, 
Now  that  thj  fiunily  have  quitted  thee. 
And  many,  to  avoia  contagion,  flown  9 

Bafi;nacaval  doth  well  not  to  renew  115 

His  line ; — ^ill  Castrocaro,  Conio  worse. 
Begetting  Counta,  a  still  more  worthleM  crew. 

And  well  shall  also  the  Pkigani  fare, 

What  time  their  Demon  dies,  the  country's  corse, 
Thouf|;h  ne*er  their  lost  renown  shall  they  repair. 

O  Ugobn  of  Fantoli ! — thy  name  121 

May  rest  secure,  since  tnou  hast  none  to  impeach 
By  deeds  of  baseness  thy  unsullied  fame. 

But  now,  O  Tuscan,  leave  me ;  since  1  find 
Oreater  delight  in  weeping  than  in  speech, 
So  much  our  converse  nath  disturbed  my  mind.** 

TVe  were  aware  those  firiendly  spirits  heanl  127 

Our  parting  steps ;  and  that  we  need  not  fear 
Procfc'ding,  from  their  silence  we  inferred. 

Al<me  wen*  we  advancing  on  our  way, 

When,  like  to  lightning  as  it  cleaves  the  air, 
A  voice  approaching  us  wa8  heard  to  say : 

«•  Bv  him  who  lindeth  me  shall  I  be  sUin  r  133 

Tlien,  as  wlivn  Buddon  breaks  the  overladen  cloud. 
And  thunder  rulb,  that  spirit  fled  amain. 

Ouri^ars  short  respite  ha^l  obtained,  when  burst 
Another  voice  anun  with  crash  as  loud 
As  when  a  second  clap  succei^ds  the  first : — 

"  I  am  AglauroH,  who  was  turned  to  stone."  139 

Whereat,  that  to  the  bard  1  might  be  near, 
I  drew  me  back  instead  of  venturing  on. 

Now  was  the  nir  throughout  that  region  still. 
When  thus  he  said :  **  That  was  the  curb  severe 


112.  (fuidu  ipofttrophites  hit  ofttlTe  pliice.  BrrttiiMHt),  a  beautifully 
•ituAlcd  cattle  in  Koou^a.  and  reeomiiM'ndi  erm  it,  if  poMible,  io 
rrnaxe  eUtrmhien.  115.  CaitJca  in  Honiagiia,  bere  penonifitfd  at 

rrprvaentin^r  thrir  teTiMYl  familit^.  1 IH.  Diutttt  iin>}>hetioaIly  d«n*larvt 

tbe  irocid  tbut  «iU  rctult  to  Xhv  younfrer  Papini.lordfluf  Faenxa  and  Iniula, 
ao  tb«  dratb  of  thvir  Uthrr  Mainardo,  or  Machinardo  Pafrani,  a  man  of 
•ucb  craft  ••  to  puM  by  the  nanu*  of  **  il  I)ia%-olo.**  121.  I'^liuo  of 

Kantoli  VM  a  noble  and  TirtuouM  iubabitnnt  of  Kaenta.  13.').  1  iif 

verd«  of  Cain.  130.  I>au|rbtrr  of  Erictbfun.  kintr  of  Athm*.    Knvy. 

inir  brr  «i#irr  briored  of  Man,  abo  was  changrd  by  bini  into  stone. 
14J,  Sea  canto  juii.  40. 
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Which  ever  Bhould  restrain  num's  evil  wDL 
But  jre  are  tempted  by  the  specious  lure 
Drawn  by  the  hook  of  the  old  Euemv  j 
Kor  bit  nor  call  avails  to  work  n  cure. 
Heaven  cnlls  jou,  and  on  every  siJe  displayv, 
Its  everlaating  beauties ;  but  your  eye 
Still  files  upon  earth  its  longing  gaie  ; 
"Wlerefore  He  snutes  jou  who  doth  nil  deaoj." 


CANTO    XV. 

AEGTntE-n'. 


I 


DismuM  DpOQ  Enry.  Tii^  explMns  to  Duito  Ibe  diflerenoe  between 
outhly  aod  besTOilr  good ; — the  ioTmer  admiicing  not  pulicipatioa — 
ibe  Una  iocfuMnng  t^  it.  Hence  Chuity  in  heaTcn  unbauodnd-  Tbe 
third  circle,  itt  vfaicb  an^er  ia  poaiebed.  lofftanccB  of  f  ' 
St.  SWphsa,  ie.     A  denM  tag  conus  ou. 

Ab  much  as,  tracing  from  the  third  hour's  close 
Till  earliest  dawn,  appeareth  of  that  sphere 
Which  like  a  plajfiJ  child  no  qwet  knowa — 

So  long  a  course  the  sun's  declining  light 
Had  still  to  traverse : — it  was  evening  here. 
But  upon  earth  the  reir  noon  of  night. 

Hi"  beams  assailed  us  full  upon  tbe  brow ; 
For  we  had  so  advanced  the  mountain  o'er, 
That  towards  the  sunset  we  were  moving  now 

When  I  my  forehead  felt  oppressed  with  glare 
Of  dazKung  light,  fur  brighter  than  before; 
And  stupor  seized  me  from  effect  so  rare. 

My  bands  I  raised  to  guard  my  aching  sight,  13 

And  o'er  my  forehead  held  them  up,  to  hide 
The  overpowering  effluence  of  light.  ^^M 

As  when  Inm  water  or  a  glass,  the  ray  ^^^t 

Bounds  from  below  unto  the  oppoamg  fade,  ^^^| 

Ascending  upward  in  the  self-same  way  ^^^| 

That  it  descended, — equi-distant  too  19 

1.  In  Pnrgilorj  it  vanted  Itaie  ham*  of  uuum.    On  earth,  where  the 
poet  -—M  nilii^,  it  vu  ni^ht  or  neart;  dairn.  3.  Acconliiig  lo  the 

Ptdemaie  system,  ibeipbrre  or  hvaTeDtare  in  a  perpetttol  vhiri,  utd  ever 
reatloB  tike  a  child.  tf>.  The  Angd  nppean,— bj  vbon  dw  brand 

of  eoi7  i«  moavfd.  16.  Thia  nreiv  to  that  la*  ianilica  vhlch 

uhUiu  the  kngle  of  reflection  klway*  e^ual  to  lb*  aagta  of  '-^jwli-ntw^ 
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OAjrro  XT.  211 

From  the  right  line  a  stone  would  take,  impelled 

Through  the  same  space,  as  science  shows  is  true ; 
So,  as  it  scH.Miied,  bj  a  refracted  light 

Shining  in  front  of  me  was  I  assailed ; 

Wherefori)  I  quickly  turned  away  mjr  sight* 
^ Loved  sire/'  I  aske<C  ''what  is  it  I  discern  25 

Approaching  tow'rdis  us,  and  from  which  mine  eyes, 

Unable  to  endure  the  splendour,  turn  ?** 
**  Manel  not,  if  thou  still  art  dazzled  b^ 

The  ministering  attendants  of  the  skies ; — 

One  comes,*'  he  said, ''  to  summon  man  on  high. 
Theae  glorious  sights  not  long  shall  give  thee  pain,        81 

But  will  inspire  thee  with  as  much  delight 

As  nature  makes  thee  able  to  sustain." 
When  near  we  came  unto  the  angel  blest, 

••  Enter,"  with  joj'ful  voice  he  said ;  "  this  height 

Presents  a  stair  far  easier  than  the  rest." 
Ascending  thence — behind  U8  sang  a  voice :  37 

"  Blest  an*  the  merciful,"  in  swt»etest  lay, 

"And  tlum  victorious  one,  do  thou  rejoice." 
Blow  up  the  asa*iit  were  labouring  on  we  two — 

My  guide  and  I ; — 1,  thinking  on  my  way 

That  from  his  H|)etrh  some  profit  might  accrue ; 
Then,  turning,  made  I  this  inquirj' :  "  What  43 

Could  mean  the  spirit  of  Komagna,  when 

He  spoke  of  K<x>d«  ^  ith  others  shared  or  not  P" 
Then  he :  "  Full  well  he  knows  the  cost  severe 

Of  his  besetting  sin  ; — no  manel  then 

If  man  he  waruiHl,  to  abate  his  suffering  here. 
Be<*au8e  your  wirthcH  to  such  obji'Cts  tend  40 

As  are  diininit«)u'd  if  another  share. 

In  t*n%T*s  full  blo^-n  sighs  they  ever  end. 
But  if  tht^  love  of  the  celestial  sphere 

To  higher  objects  ha<l  allured  your  care, 

Your  breast  would  not  be  troubled  by  that  fear. 
For  there  the  more  the  expression  *our*  we  us<»,  55 

So  much  more  good  to  each  one's  lot  will  fall, 

And  gn*ater  warmth  will  diarity  dift'use." 


^3.  The  li^ht  van  rvflrcUrd  upon  I>nnt«  by  thv  Anfrvl.  vbo  vm  illumi- 
nati>d  bj  (»«mI  hiniiMUf.  30.  ThU  exclftmatjon  i»  nxmdt  by  the  Ko^A 

•firr  br  bM  cltnuiMrd  THnte  from  tbe  tin  of  rtirv.  45.  See  lai*t 

canto  (liiM  87),  wbrre  Guido  dtl  Due*  denoanced  the  ■rlfahnwt  of  envy. 
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"  Now,"  I  replied,  "  am  I  for  more  perpleie 

Than  if  tbou  had'st  not  ansnerea  me  at  i 

And  villi  more  troublous  doubta  my  mind  is  vexed 
How  can  it  be,  that  a  poase^ion,  shared 

By  mEisy  perBons,  can  enrich  tbem  more 

Than  if  the  same  is  but  on  few  conferred  ?' 
Then  be ;  "  Because  thine  intellectual  sight 

Is  wholly  bent  earth's  objetta  to  eiplore, 

Darkness  thou  gatherest  from  the  ul-p^ect  Light. 
That  Good  inefl'able  which  dwells  above. 

As  ray  to  lucid  body  swift  descends. 

So,  in  tLnbounded  fulness  speeds  to  love. 
The  warmth  it  finds,  the  same  it  still  bestows ; 

And  wide  Boe'er  as  charity  extends, 

Beyond  it  still  the  eternal  Virtue  glows.  ,^^_ 

The  more  aspirants  arc  there  of  the  sky,  78 

More  good  there  is  to  love,  and  more  is  loved, 

As  mirrors  bv  reflection  multiply: 
And  il'  a  further  answer  thou  request. 

See  Beatrice,  by  whom  shaU  be  removed 

This  and  each  other  longing  of  thy  breast. 
Eiert  thee  now  without  delay  to  efface,  79 

E'en  as  the  two,  each  still  remaining  wound,  _^^ 

Which  due  contrition  soonest  may  erase."  ^^^M 

I  was  about  to  say,  "  I  am  content ;''  ^^^| 

But  paused, — when  coming  to  another  round,  ^^^| 

On  novel  sights  my  curious  eyes  were  bent.  ^^^ 

There  an  eitatic  vision  suddenly  85 

Seemed  to  enwrap  me  ;  and  a  multitude 

Assembled  in  a  temple  met  mine  eye. 
And  with  a  mother's  look,  methought  e'en  thus 

A  lady  cried,  who  on  the  threshold  stood : 

"  "Why,  O  my  son,  hasl  thou  so  dealt  with  us  ? 
Behold  thy  aire  and  1  full  mauy  a  day  91 

Have  sought  thee  sorrowing.  - — Ceased  her  gentle  strain ; 

And  this  first  vision  floated  soon  away. 

30.  i.  t.  "  Ai  or  the  •erei]  iroundt  iaacribed  in  four  (brelwad  b;  iIm 
Angel  (ix.  lis),  tro  are  healed,  ru.  jirids  aad  envy,  h  do  fon  now  Uke 
oare  bibealtfae  remaininjt  five."  63.  Uere  vf  enter  tha  third  circle,  in 

whioh  Anger  is  puniibed.  90.  "  Son,  vLy  but  thou  thin  dealt  viih 

!■  t   UJuLd,  tbjr  bihu  and  I  haxt  uugbi  thee  wmHring."    Su  Luka 


oijno  XT.  kit 

Then  CMBO  in  inovf  ft  untfooy  ftoiii  wwn0  ojw 
Were  itreaining  down  her  diaekt  meh  tem  tmiiBt 
Ai  from  indignant  wnrtb  are  wont  to  nee. 

*<  If  of  that  dty  thou  art  lord,"  the  Mid,  97 

"  Whoee  name  eaoaed  diecord  *mid  the  hearonlf  saoei. 
And  where  eadi  adenoe  doth  ita  Inatre  ahed» 

Punish  thoee  anna  that  ao  audacioualy 
Preeumed  our  Timn  dauditer  to  emhnoe." 
Piaiatmttta  all  miUly  made  re^y. 

With  look  benerolent  and  temperate :  IM 

**  How  shall  we  treat  the  man  who  wiDa  oar  woe, 
If  he  who  lovea  ua  meeta  ao  harah  a  &to  P"— 

With  furj  thein  inflamed,  I  ww  a  crowd 
Stoning ajouth;  and aa thej  atmck eadi Uow, 
^  Away  with  him,  away,"  they  cried  aloud. 

I  saw  him,  aa  to  earth  he  bent  at  hat,  IDO 

Wei)j:hed  down  in  death  by  the  o'erpowering  hlowa ; 
But  Htedfart  still  to  heaven  his  eyes  ne  caati-- 

In  that  dread  conflict,  to  the  Lord  above 
Praying  for  pardon  on  his  ruthless  fbea. 
With  gentle  look  that  doth  to  pity  mote. 

Wlien  to  itself  my  mind  returned  again,  115 

And  on  substautial  things  ita  aim  could  keep, 
I  found  my  wanderings  were  not  wholly  vain* 

Mv  i^uidc,  remarking  my  uncertain  oait, 
Xiike  his  who  tries  to  rouse  himseUT  firom  sleep, 
Cried:  *' What  comes  o*er  thee?  canst  thou  not  walk 
straight? 

Abore  a  mile  hast  thou  thy  journey  made  121 

With  eyes  half  shut,  and  reeling  to  and  fro, 
Like  to  a  man  by  wine  or  sluml^  swayed." 

ee.  Tb«  ciff  of  AUicM    n—d  sUct  MiiMrfa,  AB^9^•    la  tlM  ftbo* 
CQiift«i  brtwiwB  bcT  mod  NrpCuas,  wbtthcr  of  tbo  two  ibould  fiTo 
to  tbe  city,  abo  praduotd  in  tho  oUVo,  s  gift  of  man  valoo  dna  tbt 
of  her  nrsl.  101.  Tho  wUb  of  PiMtrttuo.  tjnat  of  AtlwM, 

mrgtd  hrr  hiwlwod  to  pat  to  death  s  youth,  who,  in  low  with  thtir 
4o«rlit«r.  hw!  kiMedhor  in  irabUo.  lOe.  ^  And  thoy  Mooed  8t»|^«, 

eaiba^  opon  God,  ond  Mylof ,  Lord  Jomo,  receiTo  ny  •pirH.  And  hs 
kaoelcd  down,  and  eritd  with  s  loud  foioo,  Lofd.  ky  aoC  thii  ds  to  their 
cbonre.**    Aru  Tii.  M,  #0.  1 17.  Awakenisa  froa  Mo  virioa.  Dnrto 

faitiaateo  it  wm  not  a  OMre  paorinr  dream,  but  was  ao  iar  real,  that  the 
ODotcnplatioo  of  tbeie  inofaiioei  of  eharity  had  wrooght  their  tfbet  apoa 
Aim,  and  upfnod  bio  eyea  to  a  Bora  takrfod  ~ 
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SlA  PUBOATOItlO. 

"  Ifored  ai 
Thedrc 
Wtat  time  my  tottering  limbs  appeared  to  fail." 

"  Hadet  thou  a  nundred  masks  upon  thy  fece," 
He  anawered  me,  "  jet  e'en  thy  Tery  dreama, 
And  inmost  thoughte  have  I  the  power  to  traoe. 

What  thou  hast  seen  Ueavea'a  favour  did  bestow, 
Thy  heart  to  open  to  the  peaceful  streams 
Wnich  from  the  Eternal  Fountain  ever  flow. 

I  asked  not, '  what  comes  o'er  thee,'  with  the  intent 
Of  one  whose  faculty  of  sight  is  gone, 
Soon  as  the  soul  is  m>m  the  body  rent ; 

But  I  inquired,  to  urge  thee  to  proceed : 
Thus  it  behoves  to  spur  slow  loiterers  on. 
That  when  the  watch  retumeth,  they  axf  speed." 

Then  towards  the  west  we  still  pursued  our  way, 
£xt4^dins  as  we  went  our  ravished  sight 
Agjunst  the  splendour  of  the  evening  ruy; 

"When  lo  !  approaching  us,  came  gradually 
A  vapour  dense  and  dark  as  blackest  night; 
Nor  was  there  shelter  whither  we  could  fly  i 

Our  eyes  were  dimmed,  and  all  obscured  the  light. 

CANTO    XVI. 
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Puria^  Oroo^  the  dirk  muke  in  vhich  nagrj  *aala  are  wiapl.  DiatB 
hson  Toioea  pnyia^  w  the  Lunb  for  mercy.  Be  roumu  with  on*  of 
the  ipirils,  vbo  eipLuni  the  daclrint  of  free-irill.  and  Mtribnlea  tba 
gre&t  dipiBTit;  ot  the  iriirld  to  the  unign  of  temponl  and  iiiiritaal  an- 
tbolity  in  the  peiaon  of  the  Pope. 

Noa  gloom  of  Hell,  nor  shade  of  blackest  uigh^  1 

Wlien  not  a  star  illumes  the  barren  heaven, 
And  clouds  of  maasy  darkness  block  the  light. 

My  face  e'er  covered  with  a  veil  so  dense 

As  did  that  murky  smoke,  around  us  driven,— 

113.  The  v^Min  riKS  from  the  neit  circle,  in  which  tba  wntbfnl  are 
punished — ang^r  having  the  effect  of  blinding  the  intellect. 

1.  With  this  nugnifioeaT  deccriplion  of  darkntas,  Ouitf  opcni  a  caola 
whoas  (rtgect  ia  to  *bow  that  la  the  Popta  of  bia  time  ii  la  be  attiibuled 
Iba  %iiBniuw  and  widkednMa  of  die  wodd. 


cino  ZTL  SU 

And  to  tli0  tondi.  of  thnpiMH  w)  Hn^ffwrftt 

In  Tiin  I  itroTe  tokeep  my  eyes undoied,  7 

Until  my  &tthfiil  eiooit,  dnwins  near. 
His  ahoulder  to  avirt  m^  iteps  diipoaed. 

As  one  bereft  of  ngbt  bdund  hit  goide 
Walks,  lest  he  ^iSmj  and  meet  some  shock  asfsn^ 
Or  aodit  whsnee  peater  erils  may  betide; 

80  went  I  thioarii  that  finil  and  jmnaent  air,  18 

List'ning  my  kader^s  wordsy  wno  £d  not  eessa 
Hiswarninff:  "How  Ton  quit  my  side^  bewaKO,** 

Toieea  I  heara ;  and  eaen  appeared  to  pnj 
Unto  the  Lamb  tot  pardon  and  for  peaoe-^ 
The  Lamb  of  C3od  uat  taketh  sins  away  | 

And  *"  Agnus  Dei"  was  their  prefaide  stilL  19 

AH  in  one  measure,  in  one  Toioe  unite; 
And  perfect  concoid  seemed  to  rule  thieir  wilL 

*  Are  spirits  these  we  hear  P"  I  then  inquire. 
He  gave  me  answer ;  ** Thou  hast  guessed  srightf 
They  loose  the  fistters  of  their  former  ire.'* 

^  Now  who  art  thou  who  through  our  imoky  air  25 

PsMTat  along,  and  speakest  of  our  band, 
As  one  who  still  by  calends  counts  the  year  P* 

Thus  vpake  a  single  voice ;  whereat  my  guide : 
**  Return  an  answer  to  them,  and  demand 
If  this  way  leadeth  up  the  mountain's  side.'* 

And  I :  "  Thou,  who  dost  cleanse  thee,  to  return 
Pure  to  thy  gnal  Creator,  fcdlow  me ; 
And  things  df  wondrous  import  shalt  thou  learn." 

<«Follow  I  will,  far  as  I  may.'^lie  said, 
''And  if  the  smoke  pennit  me  not  to  see. 
Hearing  shall  keep  me  near  to  thee  instead."* 

I  then  be^an  :— '^  fiivrioped  in  that  frame  37 

Which  death  dissolves,  do  I  ssoend  on  high ; 
And  through  the  infernal  gloom  I  hither  came. 

Since  then  hath  Ood  on  me  luch  grace  bestowed. 
As  to  behold  His  Courts  with  mortal  em 
In  this  most  strange  and  unaccustomea  mode^ 

Conceal  not  who  Tou  were  before  you  died;  48 

And  if  this  patn  may  reach  the  opening,  tell:^ 
By  your  direction  we  our  steps  shidl  guide." 


19.  Tte  wntblU  iMMd  iht  korfliiyiCMr 
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prBOATORlO. 

"  I  W8B  a  Lombard ;  Alarco  was  hit  name ; 

I  knew  the  world,  imd  loved  that  nrtue  well 

To  which  no  mortal  now  directs  his  aim. 
To  mount  above  thou  takest  the  proper  way  ; 

And  when  thou  there  arrivest,  let  mc  erave 

That  thou  for^  not  for  my  soul  to  pray."' 
Then  I :  "  Aa  far  as  promisea  can  bind, 

I  will  obey  thee :  but  one  doubt  I  hare, 

That,  unexplained,  is  bursting  in  my  mind. 
Single  before,  that  doubt  is  now  made  twain 

Bv  thy  opinion,  rendering  me  more  sure, 

Afhen  coupled  with  what  elsewhere  I  obtain. 
Lost  ia  the  world,  e'en  as  thou  sayeat,  indeed 

To  every  virtue ;  and  is  so  imnure, 

That  evil  there  on  every  side  noth  breed. 
But  what  the  cause  I  do  entreat  thee  show, 

That  I  may  understand  and  tell  to  other ; 

For  one,  in  heaven,  one  plaets  it  below." 
A  sigh  profound  he  drew,  by  grief  intense 

Forced  into  "  Oh :"— he  then  began :  "  O  brother  I 

The  world  is  blind,  and  sure  thou  corneal  tbrace. 
Te  mortalB  to  the  heavenly  orba  each  cause  67 

Ascribe ;  as  though  a  ftrst  neoesaity  ^^ 

Moved  aU  tilings  in  obedience  to  its  taws :  ^fl| 

"ffhieii  (were  it  true)  in  you  it  would  destroy  ^^H 

Free-will ;  and  then  unjustly  should  we  see  ^^H 

Woe  dealt  to  evil  deeds,  to  virtue  joy.  ^H 

Tour  morementa  have  their  impulse  first  from  heaYCD ;  7S 

I  say  not  all ;  but  hod  I  so  asserted. 

To  choose  'twist  good  and  evil,  light  is  giren, 
And  &e«dom  of  the  will ;  which  in  the  firet 

Encounter  with  the  stars,  stands,  if  exerted ; 

Then  conquera  all  if  it  be  duly  nurst. 

40.  Mnrco  Lombiirdo  vaa  a  Tmeiiui  of  fmal  mflumoe,  word)  and 
libirralitj'.  65.  i  e.  A»to  Ihe  rauae  of  tke  d^vncncf  of  tbr  worid 

-wkich  lluTS  hid  rpoien  of.  and  Guida  del  Ducm  had  befim  dilated  npdo. 
Caalo  lir.  09.  Thai  csuu  be  preaentlj  «itn«lB  Maiso  to  MIL  line  61. 
67.  The  muie  of  U»  wickedDna  of  Ibr  world.     Line  61.  73.  i,  «. 

SuppoaitiK  Iba  Man  to  posKM  a  certuin  inBuniee,  it  k  bM  aaMMrilj 
prwloniiiiant,  hnt  may  be  OTtmonie  by  man.  if  he  txerdatt  Omt  bae-will 
»itli  which  he  ia  endowed.  Se*  canto  xviii.  72.  That  Dutobdwnd 
allt^elher  in  the  Jnfliien»of  Iheetara  Mc-ma  dimbtfbl  fton  fiMrto  xx.  13; 
Ibough  he  heK  qwaka  accardio;  to  popular  belief. 
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CASTO  ITT. 


Tlimigh  frw,  yrt  •»  tp  subji-rt  to  the  siray 
Of  hiuhiT  [MJWET,  that  in  vou  plants  the  niiiid, 
Wliich  eves  nut  itan-y  intluenco  to  obey. 

If  in  the  pktha  of  error  then  ye  rove. 

The  cause  u  in  younclrM,  m  je  viU  find ; 
And  this  mora  clearij  I  to  twe  will  prove. — 

Forth  from  Hia  baDd,  who,  ere  it  see  the  daj, 
Vicwm  it  drlightod. — like  •ome  infuit  child, 
tadn 


a  nai\'mjf  in  itm  Bportive 


Weeping 
Tbe  ailleH  muI  aprioge  forth — not  knowing  uight 
Except  to  turn  to  joy,  whence  it  is  thrilled 
Spontaneoua,  by  ita  gladsome  Maker  taught. 
Som*  trifling  good,  flr«i  taat^d  with  dcligiit, 
Leada  it  aatiay,  and  tempta  it  to  pureue, 
Ualan  mtnuMd  or  guided  on  anght. 
Xatb  DMdM  hence,  a  bridle  to  impoM — 
A  nkr  hmcc    who  of  the  city  true 
Ibe  tower*  at  Inat  may  from  afar  diadoM. 
IdWB  an  thnv  t — but  who  knrpa  the  Uw«  in  new  P 
tar  know,— the  Shepherd  wlio  the  fluck  doth  lewl 
Puta  not  llie  houf,  aJtbuiigb  the  end  ho  chew. 
And  hence  it  ia,  the  tribe  who  w'<-  their  guido 
Bk         Aim  at  tha  good  tlicy  vdue  moNt,  do  feed 
H        On  thst  alaae,  nor  ew  fur  aught  bc«idi». 
H   ID  niilinee,  a>  ye  plainly  may  descry,  103 

1^        Hatik  led  tha  wnrld  in  wicked  paths  astray  ; 
And  not  your  nature's  had  prupcnsity. 
To  Bone,  which  taught  the  ancient  world  good  deeds, 
Two  BUUB  were  wont  to  point  the  twofold  way, 
That  of  the  world,  and  that  to  Ood  which  leads. 
The  one  hath  t(ueucbed  the  other, — with  the  crook       100 
The  iwurd  is  joined ;  and  ecarce  it  need  bo  told 

aa.  T^  W  tiM  PUlDBla  kla  ef  th.  CnMor  haiiiiff  tb*  mtdtt  at  alt 
M^s  la  bli  Bind  tafcra  Ikajr  wm  •railad.  M.  Tba  ■>  ttm  ctlj* 

■■la«  M  <h«  WDphMtal  ZlM  of  Uu  Moiiptim*,  vIwm  futur*  ■«■  Owm* 
■■■twUlW— UMwaltoflfc»<iMia»t»ia»ffar)f«tary,  t8."  Ua 
H  --  Vtf$.m  wnaal  oT  lb*  ookn  af  tb*  umpanl  vHbilw 
■Mnal  power  to  Ub  wmton,  U  u  onoUaa  boM  in  ilia  LariiiMl  law.' 
^j,  100.  "Tb  iTibt,'   "la  caU,"  pni-nJij  lBtnp(«t*d  •» 

aiH  tWsui—  ftnh,  *Tiii«(lr  nfan  t*  tli*  alurj.    (W«  aato  tL 
ai,  ami  SOM,  loT,  1.  •■  Tlw  ^parot  wnd  itn  Uuhup  at  llawi,  an* 

^^1^^  Ik*  iilWil,  Dm  oths  Iha  aplrttwd  poear.     iMaU  dsdMS 

ikandMef  Dm  t«e  is  hs  [ha  ea««  •/  Ms dinasmsj  of  liaJj. 
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How  ill  the  twain  such  oombination  brook. 
Since  one  no  longer  dotii  the  other  curb. 

Look  to  the  grain,  if  credit  thou  withhold  ; 

For  by  its  finiit  ia  knovii  each  sovcral  herb. 
The  oooiitiy  washed  by  Adice  and  Po 

For  courtesy  and  tuout  once  was  famed. 

Ere  Frederick  had  suataiued  bia  overthrow. 
Securely  there  may  pasa  each  rillain  now, 

Who  dared  not  then  have  shown  bis  fitce.  ashamed 

To  talk  with  eood  mea  and  confront  their  brow. 
Still  tire  there  three,  in  whom  the  olden  time 

Beproves  the  vices  of  these  latter  dnya  ; 

And  much  they  wish  to  reach  a  happier  clime — • 
Cuprado  da  Palarzo,  good  Gherard, 

And  da  Castel,  who,  in  the  Frenchman's  phiae^ 

Is  called  more  properly  the  plain  Lombard. 
Know  then,  Kome'g  Church,  oppressed  by  too  much  wtigUt, 

Confoundint;  the  two  governments,  halh  brought 

Herself  into  the  mire  with  all  her  freight." 
"  Marco,"  I  said,  "  thy  argument  is  good  ; 

Kow  know  I  why  from  the  heritage  'twos  thought 

Better  the  sons  of  Leri  to  exclude. 
But  who  is  that  Gherird,  who,  as  you  said,  1S3 

Eeproves  a  vicious  age,  and  seema  to  be  ^^^ 

Left  as  a  sample  of  the  mighty  dead  ?"  ^H| 

"  To  dupe  or  try  me  is  thy  speech  prf'ferred,  ^^H 

Since,  Tuscaa  though  it  ia,"  he  answered  me,  i^H 

"  Of  good  Gherird  thou  seem'st  not  to  have  heard. 
Kim  by  no  other  Bumame  do  I  know,  139 

Unless  hid  daughter  Gala  one  prepare. 

117.  Frsderiek  IT.  134.  Cumdo  wai  ■  (reidmiia  of  Bcnda — 

Qbchudo  of  Trcrigi,  sornuned  "1'he  good."  Speskinj;  of  bim  in  his 
Connls.  Duile  nyi :  "  Soppoiiip  hii  birtb  to  bmve  been  tlie  lownl  po*- 
nble,  vbo  vill  dare  lo  my  thu  nherardo  VM  ■  auui  Bun  ;  and  who  ^01 
DM  agree  with  mv  in  oiling  him  noblf  r  Tract,  iv.  14.  1S6.  Goitki 

da  (Wetlo  wu  a  vinuaui  and  boapiiahle  dcino  of  R^jpo;  of  taeh 
■tioplicily  that  he  obtoinrd  the  aame  of  "  the  plain  Lombard," — *~~™""g 
lo  the  French  ouAam  of  allin)r  all   Itoliuu  Utmbardi.  13L  L  r. 

That  Dot  iotrrf^ring  with  worldlj  concenu  the;  might  better  attend  to 
the  duti«a  of  tlipir  mcerdobtl  office.  136.  i.  i.  "  I  cannol  dmifat 

but  y«a  hare  heaid  of  Gberard,  though  yaa  pretend  nol."  In  —"i-g 
him,  (line  ISS)  Marco  bod  not  laeatioDed  his  midcDMi,  u  be  had  Cur- 
ndo'i,  140.  Tbe  «alr  oUiu  liUa  ha  ogadocenda  lo  fir*,  Ji^  thai 
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(Sod  speed  700,  fiv  DO  moie  with  yoa  I  gOi 

Fiercixig  the  miit^b^old  the  monmig  n^ 
Abeedy  whitens :  -I  must  leave  thM^ere 
The  Angel  who  is  yonder,  comes  this  wftr.*' 

He  spake ;  nor  fuxtiier  question  would  he  near.  145 


CANTO   XVIL 
jjsouioirT. 
IliBlUMtMfram  thtdiOM  mlit  of  Angw  dfltoribad  la  As  kit 


Addrm  toAnoj.    Biainplta  of  Aafer.    (PhfloiMiii  Hoaaa  4JMli<) 
An  Aiiftl  inriteo  the  PmH  npwwd  to  tiM  fonrtk  tUbf  wktn  Inko- 
in  lore  towardf  God  m  pmiiibod. 


BncncBiB,  reader,  if  thoa  a^er  hast  been 

Wrapt  in  daA  mist  upon  an  Alpine 

nrough  which,  but  as  a  mole  doth  through  his  ddxi. 
Thine  eye  could  pioroe — ^how,  when  the  thick  moist  shroud 

Begins  to  melt  away,  the  solar  light 

Feebly  and  faintly  penetrates  the  doud ; 
And  BDiifl  will  thy  imagination  be  7 

To  form  a  just  conception,  how  the  sun, 

Which  now  was  setting,  first  appeared  to  me. 
As,  keeping  even  with  my  faithful  g^de^ 

Forth  from  sudi  muricy  doud  my  way  I  won 

To  the  low  shores  whereon  the  rays  had  died« 
O  Fancy,  in  whose  chain  we  oft  are  oound —  18 

80  lost  to  outward  things  we  take  no  thou^t. 

Although  a  thousand  trumpets  clang  around ; 
What  moves  thee,  if  no  impulse  sense  bestow  P 

Light  moves  thee,  in  the  clime  of  heaven  self-wrooght, 

Or  by  his  ^ill  who  sendeth  it  below. 
Imacination  painted  to  my  sight  10 

Uer  crime  who  was  transformed  into  the  bird 

Excelling  all  that  in  the  song  deliffht : 
And  BO  abstracted  ^'as  my  mind  within. 

That  from  without  was  nothing  seen  or  heard. 

Which  had  the  power  acceptance  there  to  win. 

of  '^  Um  fiither  of  Gaio,"  o  ladj  wbooe  Tirtao  And  beouty  wert  known 
throof  bout  Italy. 

to.  Tbo  bird  it  Profane,  wife  of  Tcneoo,  onddtter  of  PhOomeln.    Dnto 
MIowB  tfaoM  aeoordinf  to  wbon  Propie  was  efanofod  into  a  nisbtinsato. 
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Into  my  loft?  fancy  then  wns  showered 
One  crucmed,  enraged  and  fierce  to  view, 
Such  aa  in  death  his  savage  soul  he  poured. 

Bound  him  the  great  Abaauerua  stood. 
Esther  his  iril'e,  and  Mordecai  the  Jew, 
In  word  and  deed  pre-eminently  good. 

And  as  this  vision  of  my  fancy  bn»t, 

Like  to  a  bubble,  which  hath  sudden  been 

Left  by  tlie  water  which  composed  it  first,  . 

Before  my  sight  a  youthful  maid  arose,  1 

Profiisely  weeping,  aa  ahe  cried ;  "  O  (jueen,  * 

Whence  came  the  wrathfiil  wish  thy  life  to  doaeP 

To  save  Lavinja's  life,  hath  death  been  thine ; 
Tct  hast  thou  lost  her ;  and  for  thee  I  weep. 
Mourning  thy  fate  more  bitterly  than  mine." 

As  when  a  sudden  and  o'erpowermg  light 

Strikes  our  closed  eyes,  and  breaks  upon  our  sleep, 
Quivering  a  moment  ere  it  Inkea  its  flight ; — 

So  the  imagined  vision  sank  below, 

Soon  as  a  splendour  burst  upon  mine  eye 
Surpaasing  all  that  on  the  earth  we  know. 

I  turned  to  view  the  place  I  now  had  gained, 
When  cried  a  voice;  "  Ye  here  may  mount  o 
Which  &«m  all  other  thoughts  my  mind  restra 

And  with  such  eagerness  inspired  my  breast 
To  look  upon  the  person  who  thus  spoke, 
Nought  lesa  than  actual  sight  had  given  me  rest. 

E'en  as  the  sun  our  mortal  ken  weighs  down. 
Its  very  radiance  to  itself  a  cloak, 
So  here  my  visual  power  was  overthrown. 

"  A  heavenly  spirit  this,  who  up  the  height, 
Uuaskcd  by  ua,  would  fein  our  joumev  speed, 
Veiling  his  presence  with  excess  of  lig^t. 

He  uses  va  aa  man  himself  would  use ; 
For  he  who  waits  entreaty,  seeing  need. 
Inclines  his  mind  already  to  refuse. 

Then  let  us  not  such  invitation  spurn. 

But  to  the  mount,  ere  it  grow  dM-k,  repair; 


i 


S6.  Htmut.  prime  mlaiitFr  of  king  Atiunenii. 
aoamag  for  bcr  mother  Anuta.  vbo  infuiiated  ■(  I 
Tunui,  b>n^  beneUl    SeaTirgil,  £a.  >ii.601. 
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We  may  not  afterwards,  till  daj  letam/* 
Thus  spake  my  fidthful  guide : — hj  him  attended 

I  bent  my  course  up  to  a  lofty  stair : 

And  ere  the  lowest  step  we  had  ascended, 
I  felt  a  wind  upon  my  £ioe,  as  though  67 

Fanned  by  a  pinion ; — and  these  words  were  said ; 

**  Blessed  are  they  who  peace  on  earth  bestow." 
The  Bun*B  last  rays  that  usner  in  the  night, 

Were  now  upraised  so  high  above  my  head. 

That  stars  on  every  side  appeared  in  sight. 
**  Why,  O  my  virtue,"  to  myself  I  said,  78 

When  I  perceived  my  limbs  could  not  command 

Their  former  strength, — "  why  art  thou  vanquished?" 
Arriving  at  a  landing,  whence  no  more 

The  staircase  led  above,  we  took  our  stand,  * 

Like  to  a  ship  when  she  hath  come  ashore. 
Some  little  time  attentively  I  tried  79 

In  this  new  circle  to  distinguish  sound ; 

Tlien  to  the  master  turned  again  and  cried : 
*•  O  my  dear  Father,  tell  what  sinful  blot 

Recvives  ablution  in  the  present  round ; 

Though  nn<t  our  feet, — thy  speech,  withhold  it  not." 
And  he  to  me :  "  The  love  of  good,  cmtailed  85 

Of  its  proportions,  here  obtains  them  full ; 

Here  plies  the  oar  that  erst  through  loitering  failed. 
But  to  j)erctMve  more  clearly  what  1  say, 

Dinvt  thy  thoughts  to  me ;  and  thou  shalt  cull 

JSome  fruit  of  goodly  sort  from  our  delay. — 
Cn^tor  nor  crt^atod  being  e*er  91 

\\'a»  wholly  void  of  love,  my  son,"  he  said, 

**  Or  natural  love  or  mental,  as  is  clear. 
Tlie  natunil  love  was  aye  from  error  free ; 

The  other  into  error  may  be  led, 

Or  throuj^h  excess,  or  through  deficiency. 
To  nriniid  pood  while  it  directs  its  aim,  97 

()r  tttM'ondar)',  keeping  measure  due, 

It  cannot  tend  to  aught  desening  blame: 
But  w hon  [>onerted  or  when  too  intent, 


67.  Tliu  Aii^^rl  tbua  removes  from  Dante's  forehead  the  mark  dengnat- 
hifr  the  tin  of  ang'er.  69.  *'  Blemied  are  the  pcacemaiers,  for  thej 

ahaU  be  cailt;d  the  children  of  Ood.'*     St.  Matthew  v.  9. 
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Or  Black,  Bome  goodly  object  to  puiwie, 
'QainBt  tbe  Creator  is  the  creature  bent. 

Beace  it  is  dear  that  Lore  implacta  tbe  seed 
Of  all  the  rirtuea  that  your  bosoms  sway, 
And  also  of  eaoh  unbeeomiDg  dc^. 

Now,  from  the  safety  of  the  object  loved 
Since  Love  can  never  turn  its  face  away. 
So  from  self  hatred  are  all  tilings  removed. 

And  since  no  one  in  self-eiiatent  state 
Lives,  independent  of  his  primal  source. 
It  follows  clearly  none  that  source  can  hate. 

Tlaa  lov«  of  ill  then,  (if  the  truth  I  say) 
Against  its  neighbour  must  direct  its  course, 
And  in  throe  modes  is  gendered  in  your  clay ; 

One  by  his  neighboiir's  Ml  aspires  to  be 
Exalted,  and  upon  this  sole  account 
He  longs  to  see  him  sunk  to  low  degree. — 

Another  is  depressed  through  fear  to  lose 

Power,  grace,  and  honour,  should  a  rival  mount ; 
Whence  grieving,  he  Ills  neighbour's  fall  pursues.— 

Another,  roused  by  injury,  longs  to  wpeok 
His  fiery  wrath,  and  vengeance  to  obtain  j 
And  ho  must  needs  his  neighbour's  misery  seek  i 

Beneath  us  is  this  triple  lore  subdued. 

Now  of  that  other  love  some  knowledge  gain, 
Which  keeps  no  measure,  though  it  aims  at  good.— 

Some  blessing  indistinct  is  wished  by  each. 
In  which  the  soul  a  sweet  repose  may  find ; 
Wlence  all  esaar  their  several  good  to  reach ; 

XT  love  too  languid  urges  to  pursue. 

Or  to  obtain  it,— to  this  round  assigned. 
After  repentance,  meet  ye  sufferings  due. 

Another  good  there  is— not  cause  of  bliss— 
Kot  fuU  fruition,^ — not  that  essence  true^ 
Of  every  good  the  source ; — the  love  of  this, 

By  mortal  man  too  lavishly  indulged. 
The  inmates  of  the  higher  circles  rue : 

114.  Of  thk  evil  plewure  in  the  roisibftnnB  of  othen,  Dute  ad 
triple  dmsiua — pride,  eavj  uid  imgrr.  TbMe  three  vicea.  which 
b«n  paniihed  in  the  precedins  rounds,  ire  here  »eyera!!j  deicribeil, 
115,116,121. 
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How  triply  dmed  is  not  by  me  difiilged-* 
The  iMrch  of  thia  tiioa  mayit  tiiywlf  panne.'*'  189 
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Tlrgfl  eoatinttiny  lui  dlwmfw  ooneerniny  lof,  iplafatita  origfau  Yne* 
vill.  Spirit!  n»hliT  fa  fwattigerntw  to  Moeiid,r»eotdi»yMtii^|iMi 
Hiit»noM  of  Mtl  and  affwckm.  Otfaen  fbQow,  mattaeiag  hr  tiwir  nuw- 
vanuMSy  and  raooidtof  faftaaoas  of  tbdr  erime,    Jhuta  ftlkailaqk 

His  reasomng  ended,  mj  exalted  guide  ;  1 

Attentively  survered  mj  countenanee^ 

To  see  if  1  were  taHj  satisfied. 
And  I,  by  further  cnvmgs  now  gossost, 

Spakenotaloudybut  said  within:  ^Ferdianoe 

He  by  my  constant  ouestionB  is  qiprest.'* 
But  that  true  fiither,  who  at  onoe  peroeiTed  -  7 

The  timid  wish  I  had  not  dared  to  tell. 

Soon  by  his  speech  my  fear  to  speak  relieTed. 
Then  I :  "  My  sight,  0  master,  gams  such  force 

In  thy  dear  rays,  that  I  discern  full  well 

All  that  is  meant  and  taught  in  thy  discourse. 
Wlierefore,  sweet  Father  di»r,  I  pray  thee  show  18 

That  love,  whence  every  action  fraught  with  shame^ 

And  all  good  deeds,  as  thou  hast  toM  me,  flow!" 
**  Direct  the  sharpened  lustres  of  thy  mind 

To  me,"  he  saio,  **  while  I  their  fault  prodaim, 

Who  think,  though  blind  themselves,  to  lead  the  Uind. 
The  soul,  which  is  created  prone  to  love,    .  19 

Awakened  into  action  by  delight. 

To  all  that  pleases  doth  obedient  move. 
Tour  apprehension  firom  some  object  true 

An  image  draws,  unfolding  it  to  sight, 

So  that  the  soul  is  tempted  to  pursue. 
And  if  the  mind  thus  wrought  bn,  is  inclined,—  25 

That  inclination  is  a  natural  love. 

Newly  produced  by  pleasure  in  your  mind. 
Thus,  e*en  as  fire  spontaneous  mounts  on  high, 

Created  apt  to  raise  itself  above, 

14.  iBrefercDoetotlMlaateaDtOvlfac  104.  17.  "Their error^mi-aiM 

tbe  error  of  tbgee  who  dcdaio  ''love  of  every  kfad  to  be  praieeworUiy.*' 
Bee 
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And  reach  again  its  atorehoiue  in  the  skf ; 
The  Mul,  BO  HmitteD,  eaten  on  desire — 

A  spiritual  mution,  resting  never 

Till  the  beloved  object  it  aojuire. 
Now  will  appear  to  tnee  bow  lar  they  err 

From  truth,  who  love  of  every  kind  whatever. 

As  in  itself  deserving  praise,  aver. 
Love  may  itself  perh^a  oe  underetood 

As  always  good ;  but  still  wo  sometimes  find 

The  impression  bad,  although  the  wai  be  good." 
I  answerer  :  "  Love  to  me  is  rendered  plain 

By  thv  discourse^  and  my  attentive  mind ; 

But  this  hath  filled  me  with  my  doubts  again. 
For,  if  from  outward  objects  love,  gains  force. 

And  such  sole  force  to  eway  the  mind  avaib, 

Ko  merit  has  it,  right  or  wrong  its  eouiBe." 
"  As  far  aa  Eeason,"  he  replied,  "  can  reach, 

I  may  dircrt  thee  ;  but  when  Ecason  tails 

'Tis  Faith  that  works,  and  Beatrice  must  teach. 
Each  spiritual  essence,  that  is  joined 

With  matter  that  in  sepuate  state  exiRtB, 

Contains  within  the  virtue  of  ita  kind ; 
"Which,  if  it  worketh  not,  reuuuns  unseen, 

Save  in  the  effect :  as  in  a  plant  subaisbg 

Life,  not  perceived  but  by  the  tbhage  green, — 
So,  from  what  source  the  apprehension  springs 

Of  first  ideas,  vainly  men  inquire. 

Or  whence  oomea  poasion  for  the  first  loved  1 
They  live  in  man,  as  instinct  in  the  bee 

For  makiBg  honey ;  and  this  first  desire 

Nor  praise  nor  censure  can  infer  to  thee. 
That  every  other  wish  round  this  may  bend,  BI 

In  yovi  is  placed  a  power,  whoso  warning  voice 

Should  still  the  threshold  of  the  will  defend. 
This  is  the  source,  whence  praise  or  blame  accniM, 

As  good  or  bad  affections  are  your  choice — 

Winnowed  by  each,  who  tliis  or  that  pnrenea. 

39.  "  Efenr  tbiag  nuinly  dndm  in  oirn  prr&odaii,  and  in  IkU  lu 
e^aj  dnan  Knds  repoK  . . .  And  tliis  ii  that  doire  which  en>  inakr*  nil 
DOT  grad&alHiiis  imperfect ;  liooe  no  gTatiBoatioii*  in  thii  Hfc  an  «  ^rrn  t 
that  thpj  c*D  take  awaj  tba  thini,  and  reiiMiTa  Ha  afcnHii  dcairB.'' 
Saot^  Cmnrilo,  Tnt.  iii.  6, 
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Thoee  who  the  matter  fully  sifted,  knew 
This  innnto  liberty,  and  felt  its  force; 
Wheuce  miiml  codes  for  after  tiniett  they  drew. 

Hence  lay  we  down,  that  from  necessity 

Each  love  thnt  in  you  springB  derives  ita  source; 
But  in  yourselrefl  the  powers  to  check  it  lie. 

Fret^will  i8  t<Tined  '  the  noble  foculty* 
By  Beatrice  ; — ^renieinber  then  to  Dear 
his,  if  she  speak  of  it,  in  memory." 

The  moon,  that  tardily  at  midnight  cuiue. 
Was  making  now  tnc  ilarH  appear  more  rare. 
In  figure  like  a  bucket  all  in  flame — 

Btemmiiig  the  heaven  abandoned  by  the  sun. 
Between  the  Corsic  and  Sardinian  const., 
When  Rome  behold.*  him  as  hia  courxc  is  nm  :— 

And  that  kind  shade  who  lintli  more  fame  bestowed 
On  Pietola  than  Mantua  e'er  eoutd  boast, 
Had  eased  my  mind  of  its  opprvmive  load  ; 

\inien  1  (whose'  doubts  had  all  \wm  set  at  rest 
By  reSHon  dear  and  arpimrnt  n-fiued) 
Stood  like  to  one  by  drowsinrss  opprcKt, 

But  vanished  soon  this  drowsiness;  for  now 
Cime  auddenly,  approaching  from  behind, 
A  troop  of  spiritn  o'er  the  mountain's  brow: 

And  like  the  fury  and  the  crowd  distitayed 
ImMmua'  and  Asonus'  banks  brside, 
'Wbcoe'er  the  Thebans  called  for  Baechua'  aid ; 

Bo  tadt,  thranghout  this  round,  as  1  beheld, 
Utgiag  hie  hurried  footxtep,  onward  hied, — 
By  goodly  teal  and  right«oufl  love  impelled. 


■oaa  Piwd  with  ■  aiiKiini  opporila 
oeaMhclka  of  tb*  Baoiploii,  u  wbic 


TS.  "  TIh  bal  itati  oT  oiui  I*  ihal  in  vhieh  ho  » ini»t  tne  .... 
w4A«fsandMian  of  our  Kbcrty  ii  Hlwrtj  of  the  will."  Daats,  De  Mod. 
LIS.  74.  TlbUaltalnrrfFrmantoPuiidiw,  T.  19.  76.  Tht 

a  that  of  tlv  Inrrna,  UiroBrh  tb« 
wbicb  IIm  mo  u  ;  whm  In  Ihone  who  W« 
■  to  Hi  brlw«en  tlw  kJn  of  Conlm  and  l^iudiiils. 
M,  PMak,  tamrtij  tailed  Andn,  ■  Tjltigo  nnr  Hanlum,  *■»  Uw  qnt 
whtf  Tbrfl  ws*  bom  1  and  Ihenrlbra  morr  la  br  wlrhraWd  Ihaa  Maoiua 
RMir,  84.  TW  >*  kad,"  ia  lo  br  >md«nIood  of  DanU'a  i|iu>lbuu,  to 

wUeh  Tlnril  bad  gina  a  Ntiahetorr  •oiolian.  01.  HtaUiw  rrlam 

thai  tb*  llirbaa*  und  to  favok*  Baoohu  by  nl^Ii),  pr<ie»dlnr  In  i^ital 
mmmbtn  hi  Ib«  bank*  of  tb*  rlrm  Iodcikis  and  Ampin,  wbrr*  vlth  llfflmd 
lorakM  tad  louil  cru*  tbfj  oaDed  lb*  dvilj  bjr  bi*  lariou*  tilb 
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They  rMch'd  lu  soon— so  rapidly  they  awept 
(For  none  aniid  that  iTowd  immeiiBe  waa  siark) 
And  two  iu  front  cried,  shouting  as  they  wept ; — 

"  The  Virpu  sought  the  hiUa  without  delay; 
And  Ctesar,  haet«ning  into  Spain,  to  attack 
Eerda,  smote  Marseilles  upon  his  way," 

"  Haste,  haste."  the  othens  ened  who  near  than  stood, 
"  Through  want  of  love  be  time  not  thrown  away ; 
Gra*^  springs  anew  trom  ardour  to  do  good," 

"  0  ye  in  whom  a  fervour,  now  acute. 
Doth  haplv  compensate  for  old  delay. 
Which  to  lukewammess  owed  its  primal  root ; 

This  man  who  lives  (no  idle  tale  I  feign) 

Would  with  the  rising  eun  ascend  the  steeps 
Then  say  where  nearest  he  the  stair  may  gain." 

These  words  were  spohen  by  my  faitbfiil  guide;- 
Wben,  '*  Close  behind  us  now  the  pathway  keep, 
And  thou  shalt  find  the  entrance,"  one  replied, 

"  So  aniious  to  puTBue  our  course  are  we. 

We  cannot  pause; — (brgiveiiesa  then  we  pray. 
If  this  our  duty  rudeness  seem  to  be. 

San  Zeno's  Abbot  in  Verona  I, 

What  time  good  Barbarossa's  arm  held  sway. 
Whom  Alilan  speaks  of  yet  lamcntingly. 

He  with  one  foot  already  in  the  f^re 
Shall  for  that  monastery  shortly  mourn. 
And  for  the  abuse  of  power  forgiveness  crave 

Since  he,  for  Shepherd, of  the  fiock  proclaimed 
His  son,  in  mind  defective,  and  ill  bom, 
Nor  less  in  person  than  in  temper  m^med." 
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ICK).  "  And  Mary  srmr  in  iliow  dBjii,  and  weat  iau  tlu  hiD' 
wilb  haile  mUi  B  tilj  of  Judnh  ;  aod  coterrd  inlo  Ihs  houMof  Zi 
and  talolcd  Elinbrih,"  St.  Li^e  L  39.  These  aiamplr*  ofdist 
ngCMted  lo  q>uT  un  (li«l>ij  uid  lulccwiLrm.  101.  Juliui  C«Hr,  qt 

Boole,  vecl  to  Maraeillm  vhi-ocp,  Itnviag  Bratiu  ■    '        , 
urmj  ta  bcsivge  clul  cilj.  he  prucetdrd  iridi  gxvM  «i|>ctli-Jon  into  dpai*. 
■nd  drf<«Icii  Foiupej*  gmeraii  at  I]<  rdo,  new  B>ndii.  103.  '*  .\ll 

Dur  tuiacbnaw*,  if  we  ioni«  proprrly  to  flxsniiu  their  origin,  uite  bun 
oumot  unclmundiiigihe  use  of  tiiue."     DwitE,  Coiivito.  118.  Al- 

Iwrto  HTM  •  natural  ton  of  Albrrto  d.-U.  ScaU,  U.rU  of  TrronB—who, 
tliouffh  di^formfd  in  body  and  mind,  wm  by  bis  falber  forcibly  nuida 
Abbot  oTSau  Zmo,  ■  moautrry  of  Veronn,  in  the  dme  of  Ocderick  Bar- 
burOKB,  irgoicslly  called  "  Kood," 
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oino  xfixb  SKh 

Whether  he  added  mara^  or  hen  nfrmed,  127 

I  know  not — he  eo  rapidlT  had  pa«ed ; 
But  this  I  heard,  and  with  delignt  letHned. 

And  he  in  every  need  who  gave  me  aid, 
Said :  **  Turn,  and  on  thoae  two  thine  ejeaiidit  eaat^ 
Whofle  sharp  reproadbes  inddenoe  upbraid?^ 

This  cry  in  rear  or  all  thereat  waathear's:  188 

^They,  unto  whom  the  Bed  Sea  opened,  died 
Bre  Jordan's  stream  beheld  hia  destiiied  hena. 

They  too,  who  would  not  ahaie  .Sneaa*  woen^ 
Axki  by  hia  fortunes  fiuthfully  abide^ 
A  life  mglorious  for  their  portion  cbiiae.*' 

When  now  these  shadea  had  paasedao  &r  awsr  189 

That  not  a  trace  remained ; — ^new  thoug^t^  Ideen, 
Within  me  qnang,  and  suddenly  bore  swiqr# 

Whence  other  thoughts  of  different  kind  arose ; 
And  I  so  wandered  on  from  theme  to  theme^ 
Mine  eyes  at  last  in  rapture  lost  I  dosOi 

And  change  my  meditation  for  a  dream.  Ii5 

CANTO  XIX. 
aboumhtt. 

Dsate  SMt  %  tIsoii,  in  which  Priiehood  and  IVuth  m&u  to  bin  in  th« 
Ibrm  of  two  Ladiro.  He  prooeeds  to  the  ifth  drale,  wbero  he  aieete 
with  Pope  Adrimn  the  fifth,  purf^ng  therin  of  ATsriee. 

It  was  the  hour  when  now  the  heat  of  day  1 

Can  warm  the  coldness  of  the  moon  no  more — 
By  Earth  or  Saturn  quenched  the  solar  ray ; 

Ancf  when  the  Oeomanoers,  ere  the  dawn. 
Their  Greater  Fortune  in  the  Esst  explore, 
Ascending  whence  night's  shades  are  nrst  withdrawn ; 

That  in  a  dream  there  stood  before  my  si^t  7 

A  female,  stammering,  and  with  squinting  eres. 
Maimed  hands,  distorted  legs,  and  deadly  wnite. 

I.'M.  AJl  di«d,  with  the  exoeption  of  Joihoa  sad  Celeh,  belbra  thejr 
mirhed  the  river  Jorden,  ■•  %  puniahinent  for  their  lokewmnnnim  sad 
diM>bedienoe.  188.  A  pert  of  the  TVqjene  who  eeoompenied  iEncei, 

fetijrued  with  their  Umg  TOYage,  chote  rather  to  remain  with  Aoeetea  in 
fe*ictlj,  tlian  follow  their  leader  into  Italj.    See  JBn.  t.  718. 

1.  The  hour  of  dawn.  5.  Ocomaneen,  when  thej  divined,  formed 

fifrnrre,  named  aAer  eertohi  tiara.    To  one  of  thtm  Iktij  faft  tbt  aame 
ef  •*  Fortuna  Uti^or."  8.  FIdaahood. 
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I  ^z^  oa  her ;  and  aa  to  members  chilled 
By  night,  the  sun  a  genial  warmth  suppliea; 
E  en  so  my  look  her  soul  with  comfort  filled ; 

And  audden  she  arox,  again  endued  1 

With  power  of  speech :  her  liice  late  pale  and  wm, 
With  We's  own  colour  quickly  was  renewed: 

And  when  the  use  of  words  she  had  regained. 
To  sing  in  such  sweet  accents  she  b^an. 
Mine  ears  &om  listening  scarce  had  been  mtrained  : 

And  thus  she  aang :  "  That  Syren  sweet  am  I  1 

Who  charm  the  wandering  sailor  on  the  aea. 
Lulling  her  hearers  into  ecstasy. 

UlvBBes  from  hie  eourne  1  drew  astnr, 
buamonred  with  my  song ; — who  Eists  to  me 
But  seldom  parts — so  absolute  my  sway." 

Scarcely  her  speech  wbh  ended,  when  a  dune 
Of  Btaid  and  holy  mien  I  saw  appear. 
Anxious  to  put  the  former  one  to  shame. 

"  O  Virgil,  Virgil,  who  is  this?"  she  said 

In  tone  indignant :— then  approached  he  near, 
His  eyes  filed  wholly  on  that  virtuouK  maid. 

She  seized  the  other,  nor  delayed  to  unclose  3! 

Her  veata  in  front,  and  showed  her  stomach,  whence 
Came  that  which  woke  me^such  a  fume  arose. 

I  turned  mine  eyea  ;  and  Virgil  said :  ''  Take  heed?-^ 
Thrice  have  I  called  thee ; — nte,  and  let  us  ht 
And  to  the  outlet  &om  this  round  proceed." 

Now  throughout  all  the  sacred  mountain  were 
The  circles  filled  with  light ;  and  as  we  went, 
The  routhful  sun  was  shining  in  our  rear. 

Following  his  steps,  I  wore  an  auiiouB  brow. 

Charged  with  a  heary  weight  of  thought,  and  bent 
Like  to  the  one  half  of  a  bridge  ;  when  now 

A  voice  cried :  "  Come,  the  entrance  b  at  hand," 
In  accent  so  benign  and  pafising  aweet 
As  ne'er  was  beard  in  this  our  mortal  land 

With  wings  expanded,  tike  a  swan's  to  sight. 


31 
□ce 


15.  i.(.  Thalipwiow  hue  wbich  world);  ob 
prm  Ibow  who  m  moM  on  their  ([uBrd. 
Hauior'i  •acount,  and  probaU;  •ceordii^  to  < 
31.  ii«  f^  QuMC,  b,  i.  0.  riiL  M.  16. 
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CANTO  XII.  229 

He  wbo  had  cpoken,  upward  led  our  feet 
Betwixt  the  walla  of  flint  that  feiin-d  the  height. 

Hie  pinioDR  then  be  movt^d,  aud  fkuncd  us,  laying:  48 
"  filesBcd  are  they  thnt  mourn ; — their  bouIb.  Teae^eA, 
Shall  be  couaoled." — "  What  ia  it  thou  art  weighing,     m 

That  earth  engagefl  thj  regard  alone  P"  ■ 

While,  aomewhat  raised  above,  the  an^<l  stood, 
M;  guide  eiclaimed  to  me  in  anxious  tone. 

"An  nbject  newly  Bc«n  hath  in  me  n'raught  S5 

This  change,"  1  aoanered,  "  and  enthruls  me  bo, 
I  have  not  power  to  drire  it  from  my  thought." 

**  Hast  thou  beheld,"  he  said,  "that  sorceress  old, 
To  tho«e  above  ua  now  sole  cause  of  noe  P 
Hast  seen  how  man  may  loose  him  from  her  hold? 

Spurn  then  the  earthly  cods  that  round  theo  cling.        611 
And  to  the  lure  above  direct  thine  eres,  ' 

Whirled  with  the  Bjiheres  by  heaven  s  eternal  King." 

And,  as  a  faleon,  which  tirst  scnns  its  feet, 
Then  turns  him  to  the  call,  and  forward  flies. 
In  eagemesa  to  snateh  the  tempting  meat  j 

E'en  BO  did  I :  and  where  appeared  a  way  6 

(^rred  in  the  rock,  1  climbed  the  steep  aaoent. 
Till  in  my  view  the  winding  eomiee  lay. 

In  the  fifth  circle  fuU^  htunelied,  I  found 
A  multitude  indulging  loud  lament. 
Lying  on  earth,  their  facea  to  the  ground. 

"  My  scul  hath  cleaved  to  the  dust,"  1  heard. 
In  accents  mingled  with  such  deep  drawn  aigha, 
lltat  I  oould  scarcely  comprehend  a  word. 

"  0  ye  elect  of  God.  to  soothe  whose  woea 
Doth  comfort  both  from  hope  and  justice  riae, 
Be  pleased  the  lofty  staircase  to  discloae." 

"  If  ye  approach,  exempt  from  fear  to  share  79 

Our  penalty,  and  hast*  the  road  to  find, — 
8«e  tnat  your  right  hand  from  the  mount  ye  bear."        J 

"Siua  answer  to  the  poet's  speech  1  heard  ■ 

From  one  adranoed  before  us,  and  divined  | 

The  point  in  which  their  apprehenaion  erred ; 

62.  Tbs  "  liire,~Bniparl*  •  UaHur*)  term,  nttan*  b*ra  Uu  hnvmly 
tadks.  71.  Ta>  aranakiui  sre  spprnpriaWly  punidMd  fbr  b*rin|t 

iiiiart  ill  Ihclr  (hoa|rl>>s  to  aanUjr  piuiuiu.  73.  nabB  osia.  3S> 

A4.  Thqr  *«•  Ipumat  tlwt  Oaats  was  alire. 
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And  bent  my  eyes  on  those  of  my  dear  lord. 
Who  to  the  strong  desire  that  n  * 


Mr  footsteps  to  that  creature  I  addressed, 

"Wliose  words  so  btf ly  did  my  thoughta  attract ; 
And  said  :  "  O  spirit,  in  whom  grief  matures 

That  which  you  need,  to  turn  to  God  again. 

Suspend  for  me  that  greater  care  of  yours. 
Say  who  you  were,  and  wherefore  'tis  your  doom 

To  bold  your  backs  alott. — Can  I  obtain 

Aught  for  you  there,  whence  I  alive  am  come  P" 
And  he  to  me :  "  'Tie  meet  1  tell  thee  whv 

Heaven  upward  tume  our  backs;  but  lirst  be  told. 

Successor  of  the  great  St.  Peter  I, 
Between  Siestri  and  Chiaveri  flows 

A  beauteous  river,  &om  whose  name  of  old 

The  title  of  my  faiuily  arose. 
Soon  bad  I  proof  how  great  the  mantle'a  weight  ^^j 

To  him  who  fain  would  keep  it  trom  the  mire  ; 

All  burdens  else  seem  but  as  teat  hera.— Late, 
Full  late,  alas  !  to  me  conversion  came  ; 

Bnt  when  I  was  ordained  Bome's  mighty  Sire, 

I  saw  how  false  was  every  earthly  aim. 
I  saw  that  there  the  heart  i^ould  find  no  rest ; 

No  higher  objects  in  that  life  were  given ; 

Whence  love  of  this  was  kindled  in  my  breast. 
Till  then,  my  life  in  miseir  had  been  patised. 

Coveting  all  things,  and  estranged  trom  Heaven  j- 

Now  into  penal  suffering  am  I  cast. 
The  effect  of  avarice  may  here  be  seen. 

Which  down  to  earth  hath  all  the  spirits  bent ; 

Nor  doth  the  moimt  exhibit  pangs  more  keen  : 
For  as  our  eyes  deUghted  not  to  rear 

Their  gaze  alot^,  on  earthly  things  intent. 

So  now  to  earth  hath  Justice  bound  them  here- 
Ab  Avarice  erst  eitingnisbed  all  our  love,  12 

(Whence  he  that  worketh  worketh  but  in  vain) 

98.  Repmtuoe.  99.  Pope  Adriu  V.  of  tbe  Tunily  of  Fisclii.- 

Bk  died  ia  )876,  baring  (njajrd  ihe  di^rnitj'  liiUe  mora  tbta  ■  ■MHUl 
ID).  Ilw  LmrfaOf  in  the  CeDoese  territory. 
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So  Justice  here,  without  the  power  to  more 
Hath  bound  us  hand  and  foot ;  and  till  it  please 

Heaven* 8  righteous  Sire,  so  long  shall  we  remain 

Stretched  out  immoveable,  and  lU  at  eaee." 
I  bowed  me  in  respect,  and  would  have  spoken ;  127 

But  soon  as  I  began,  he,  hearing  me. 

Knew  by  my  voice  the  reverential  token, 
And  said  :  "  What  is  it  makes  thee  bend  so  low  P" 

Then  I :  **  This  tribute  to  thy  dignity, 

Conscience,  that  true  director,  bade  me  show." 
"  Anne,  O  brother,  from  thy  knees,"  he  said ;  133 

"  Be  not  deceived — a  feUow  servant  I ; 

And  to  one  Master  is  our  homage  paid. 
If  e'er  that  sacred  evangelic  sound 

Was  heard  of  thee :  *  They  marry  not  on  high,' 

The  meaning  of  my  words  may  well  be  found. 
Now  go— I  would  not  have  thee  tarry  more ;  139 

For  thy  delay  my  weeping  doth  prevent. 

Which  rij)en8  that  whereof  thou  spak*st  before. 
Allied  to  me,  on  earth  one  dwelleth  yet, 

My  ni<»ce  Alagia — pure  and  innocent, 

Unless  our  house  a  bad  example  set ; 
And  she  alone  my  race  doth  represent." 

CANTO   XX. 

ABOUSLENT. 

ExminpW  of  poverty,  libenlity,  ajkI  ftTarioe.  Hugh  Capet  ^vet  a  bistorr 
of  bu  frnmiij.  All  the  spirit*  join  in  tinging^  **  Glonr  to  Ood  in  the 
hi;rhn«t.'* — lMut«  is  auxiuus  to  know  the  cauM  oi  the    mountain's 

sliukin^. 

ly  vain  strives  will  with  mightier  will  contending;  1 

Wherefore  I  drew  the  sponge  unsatisfied 

134.  Out  of  rpfp<fct  to  the  dignity  of  the  Pope,  Danta  had  fdlen  on  his 
knees ;  wb<pn  Adrian,  aware  of  it,  bids  him  arise,  alluding  to  Rer.  xxii.  ^. 
— "  8«*e  thou  do  it  not,  for  I  am  thy  fellow  servant. ...  worship  (.rod.** 
197.  "For  iu  tbe  resurrrction  they  neither  marry,  nor  are  given  in 
marriage,  but  are  as  tbe  Angels  of  Ood  in  heaven."  Hstt.  zxii.  30. 
Thus,  says  Adrian,  the  ties  are  dissolv^l  by  which  I  wan  married  to  the 
ehoreh.  143.  Dante  having  offered  his  services  (line  90),  Adrian 

rcqoaata  that  be  would  bear  tidings  of  him  to  bis  only  remniniog  relation, 
dang hter  of  the  Count  of  Fiescbi,  and  wife  of  Morello  Malespina. 

1.  Pope  Adrian  V.  having  signified  to  Dante,  at  tha  oonoluaiuQ  of  tha 


From  out  tiie  water,  to  hi?  pleasure  bending. 

Along  the  rock  my  upward  t-ourw  I  wind. 
Treading  the  vacant  plaees  with  my  guide, 
As  on  a  wall  by  battlements  confined : 

For  they  who  drop  by  drop  pour  through  the  eye 
That  ill  by  which  the  world  ia  all  poaseftt, 
Close  to  tne  wall's  exterior  margin  he. 

CutBt  be  thou,  ancient  Wolf— thy  greedtneaa 
Surpassing  that  of  every  other  beast ; — 
Thy  hun^r  bo  profound — bo  fiithomiees  ! 

0  heaven  !  oy  whose  revolving  orbe,  as  some 
H&ve  deemed,  aU  changes  are  produced  below, 
Wben  will  the  Victor  to  de*itroy  her  come  ? 

With  rare  and  tardy  eteps  we  onward  went. 
Observant  of  tbe  shaoea,  who,  plunged  in  woe. 
Poured  forth  their  ^ef  in  waiting  and  lament  j 

Wlien  in  advauoe  a  plaintive  note  arose, 
"  0  blessed  Marj' !"— on  mine  ear  it  fell. 
Like  to  a  woman's  cries  in  child-bed  throes. 

And,  "  Oh,  bow  poor,"  it  added,  "  was  thv  plight. 
That  lowly  dwelling  doth  attest  full  well. 
Where  thou  thy  holy  burden  gavest  to  tight ! 

0  good  Fabricius,"  then  pursued  the  voice, 
"  Virtue  accompanied  with  poverty. 
Bather  than  vicious  grandeur  was  thy  choice," 

With  such  delight  these  accents  thrillei  my  feune. 
That  I  advanced,  if  haply  I  might  see 
The  courteouB  spirit  fixtm  whose  lips  they  came. 

The  vcnce  went  on  those  bounteous  gifts  to  praise 
Which  Nicholas  imto  the  virgins  made. 
That  honour  might  attend  their  youtlifUl  days. 

"  Ospirit,  tell,  I  pray  thee,  what  thy  name, 

Who  apeakest  of  such  good ;"  ana  "  why,"  I  said, 
"  Dost  thou  alone  these  worthy  themes  proclaim  f 


}»(  raoto,  hia  uuwillin^irM  to  prvlopg  fail 

puci  it  ob%Hl  to  give  imy,  though  uixiouB  to  obuin  further  infami 

lu  th'it  Mate  of  dutittisficiioa  be    likena   htmoelf  to  B   thiralj  ■] 

e.  Avuke.  10.  The  She-Wolf  of  the  Inferno  (i.  49) — i. 

■nmeioaeCotitt  oTRome.  Ifi.  Can  Gnade  della  Seala.  of 

■M  Infl  i.  101.  3S.  L  ftther,  about  loprostiii 

llirou^h  eieoB  of  porrrly,  vu  relieved  bj  tbe  libenlitj  of  Baa 

wbo  gnre  «aeb  »  aarruge  partioa. 
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Not  nmequited  iIiaU  be  tiiT  nptj.  87 

If  I  return  to  dote  the  ■aart  bred  nee 
Of  human  Ule,  which  to  its  end  draws  lUfth." 

^  Not  in  the  hope  of  eomfort  thence,"  Mid  m^ 
**  Will  I  inform  thee ;  but  beceuae  meh  ffUB, 
Ere  thou  art  dead,  it  manifeat  in  thee. 

Of  that  ill  fitToured  idant  waa  I  the  root^  48 

Which  so  o'ershaaowed  all  the  C^uistiaii  land 
That  rarely  thence  is  gathered  wholesome  fruit. 

Were  power  to  Douaj,  Ghent,  lille,  Bruges  giTBD, 
Bevenge  would  soon  arrive ;  and  at  His  hand 
I  ask  revenge,  whose  dwelling  is  in  hesTen. 

Hugh  Capet  was  the  name  I  had  on  earth :  40 

Tne  Philips  and  the  Louis',  who  bote  swaj 
In  France  of  late,  from  me  derive  their  birth : 

Mv  sire  at  Paris  plied  the  butcher's  trade. 
%Vhen  all  the  ancient  kings  had  passed  awaj, 
Save  only  one  in  sable  weeds  arrayed, 

I  fouitd  the  imperial  reins  within  my  hands :  55 

From  new  pofiaessions  such  great  power  I  won. 
And  friend^}  flocked  round  me  in  such  numerous  bands, 

That  in  due  course  of  time  the  widowed  crown 
Was  placed  upon  the  forehead  of  my  son. 
From  whom  the  consecrated  bones  come  down* 

Till  the  great  dower  of  Provence  took  away  61 

Reproach  of  birth,  a  limited  command 
My  offupring  had, — then  virtuous :  from  that  day 

Commenced  with  violence  and  manv  a  lie 
Its  rapine ; — ^for  amends  it  then  laid  hand 
On  Normandy,  Poitou,  and  Ghwcony. 


40.  i,  e,  '*  You  used  not  maDtion  pae  to  my  poilnitj  «i  tout  retain  to 
CATth.  I  ottn  bope  Dothing  from  th^  prayim :  they  are  •U  too  wksked." 
4^.  '*  I  WM  the  firat,**  fliye  Huf  b  Capet,  "  of  the  djMftyiiow  nilinf  0T«r 
Fnnee,  vbviice  so  many  bad  kiogs  have  epruiif ."  46.  Tbaee  dtiaa 

bad  beea  »•  iied  through  fraud  or  force  in  1299,  by  Philip  the  Fkir.  Sea 
eaato  tii.  109.  48.  The  French  were  driven  out  by  the  Fleminga  in 

ISM.  49.  A  whole  hietory  of  the  Capets,  ooonprehending  a  period 

o#  31 7  year*,  ie  contained  in  fifty  linee.  6S.  <•  e.  When  the  poeteritr 

of  Charkmagne  •'m^  ^  aeeood  race  of  French  Monaroha  had  fiUled^ 
^seepc  Charl«*  Lorraine,  or  aeoording  to  Biaipoli,  Charlea  the  Simple. 
61.  Louie  IX.  end  hie  brother,  Charlre  of  Ai^ou,  married  two  of  the  roar 
4aasht«n  of  Raymond  Berrnfcr.    See  Par.  tL  194. 
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Charles  entered  Italv,  and.  for  anienils. 
A  victim  of  the  young  Connuldin  made. 
And  sent  to  heaven  Aqiiinaa,  for  amendfi, 

I  see  from  Fraoee,  ere  many  years  have  flown. 
Another  Charles  Italia's  peace  invade, 
Thereby  to  make  his  race  more  fiilly  known. 

Unarmed  he  goes,  save  with  that  lance  alone 
Which  Judas  tilted  with  ;  and  this  he  bears 
So,  that  e'eji  now  is  Florence  overthrown. 

Land  ehall  he  reap  not ;  but  of  shame  and  guilt 
The  hesvier  load,  a»,  light  the  heart  be  wean, 
While  blood  around  him  is  profusely  spUt. 

I  Bee  the  other,  captured  on  the  waves, 

And,  just  let  loose,  hid  bargained  daughter  sell, 
E'en  as  the  coraairs  do  their  eouunon  slavea. 

0  Avarice !  what  canst  thou  more  effeet 
Than  draw  mv  lineage  to  thee  by  such  spell, 
Ita  very  blooa  it  cease«  to  respect  ? 

Tliftt  past  and  future  ill  may  seem  less  dread— 
Entering  Ala^a,  lo  the  neur-de-lis. 
And  in  bis  Vicar  Christ  a  captive  led ! 

1  see  him  mocked  a  second  time  ; — again 
The  vinegar  and  gall  produeed  I  see ; 

And  Christ  himaelf  'twist  living  robbers  slain. 
I  see  the  modem  Pilate,  whom  avails 
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67.  Cbar1«of  Aajou.     Sm  note  pnato  iii.  107.  SB.  Conraddm 

wu  the  lul  prince  of  ihe  bouw  of  Suabia,  uid  Ihe  rirbtfiil  h«d  of  iba 
NrapoltUn  crewn,  orueD;  ud  uujusilj  put  to  d«th  by  Charia  of  Aajoo. 
8«e  RobertHQ,  Cbarles  V.,  h».  iii.  Cbaries  ia  Mid  to  make  ameu^  (G0)  for 
one  crime  b;  commitiin^  uHltaer.  69.  Tbomai  Aquinai  is  iropieallj' 

(Bid  10  b«  aeat  to  brsecn  bj  Chules.  at  irboM  iiuti^tioa  bf  was  pownol 
for  dpDounriiis  bis  inii|uiloiugaveniment.  71.  Charlaa  of  Talaa. 

See  Memoii'  a(  DuDle.  73.  i.  r.  Uii  ainia  irere  tbiwr  of  tlie  IraiMr 

Judaa.  76.  Qa  justly  obtained  Ihe  name  of  Uckland,  w  ■  punkh- 

IDCDI  for  bit  oflimMS.  79.  Carlo  Novello,  king  of  iSiciIy  and  j^polifc 

•on  of  CharW  of  Anjou,  ciipluri.d  in  an  enicH^rement  viih  tbe  fleet  irf' 
Peter,  kin?  of  Am^u.  lie  nld  his  dau^rhlfr  Beatrice  to  kna  da  At*, 
fat  tbirty  tboumnd  Carina.  66.  i*  r.  "  lu  ord'-r  lo  rclijiae  all  Crimea^ 

poal  and  tu  come,  bebold  the  fleur-dn-lis  [the  arnu  of  Knincvi  eatnia^ 
Alagtia,  b;  order  of  Pbilip  Ihe  Fair,  for  lbs  purpwe  of  aeiiinp  Pope  Boai- 
&CD  Ytll.*  87.  Danie  «bowi  his  respeoi  iiir  the  church,  and 

Liineats  the  iniolt*  offered  lo  it,  tboiigh  In  tbi'  pemn  of  hi*  greaw 
enenir.  Soon  after  the  aeiiure,  Bonifiice  died  of  ra^  and  griet  Sm 
Vilkni,  Tui.  B9.  91.  Philip  lo  f      '  "       ■  ■        ~ 

fir  ibif  onieltj  and  treaeherj. 
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Nil  cruelly  to  e*t»,  Bud  who,  unbidden. 

Into  tbu  t«nipluBetB  his  greedy  eaiR 
O  thou,  my  lord  1  when  shall  I  joyfully 

Behold  the  Ten^eance,  which,  profoundly  hidden, 

Haki-a  sweet  thine  angrr  in  thy  myittery  p 
She  whom  I  praised — the  Holy  Spirit's  spouse, 

Whm  thou  didst  turn  unto  me  with  request 

For  eomment,  forms  the  subject  of  our  vows 
As  long  BH  dfty-light  to  the  eye  retnuins  ; 

But  soon  as  night  around  us  throws  her  Test, 

Then  l^e  we  up  instead  fiu  different  strains. 
P}[|malion'B  sordid  avuioc  next  we  chide, 

whom  greedy  lui>t  of  all-engroBsing  eain 

Chaogett  to  a  robber,  traitor,  parrieioe. 
Midas'  dire  sufferings  then  our  thoughts  engage, 

Who  coni[iDBKii  all  that  avariee  would  obtain — 

A  laughing  stock  to  every  future  age. 
Xrit  doth  each  spirit  Achan's  guilt  record. 

Who  stole  the  spoils,  and  seemcth  still  pursued 

By  Joshua's  vengeanee  for  the  crime  abhorred. 
Sapphim  and  her  guilty  spouse  we  blame  ; 

We  laud  the  hoof  tliat  Heliodorus  rued ; 

And  all  the  mountain  echoes  with  the  name 
Of  Polvmnestor.  who  killed  Polydore: 

And'last  of  all,  '  O  Crassua,'  is  our  cry, 

'  Tell,  for  thou  kiiowest,  how  tastes  the  golden  ore 
Thus  high  or  low  we  eacli  our  thoughts  eipreos; 

And  various  feelings  rarioui  notes  supply. 

With  greater  intonation  or  with  less. 
Not  I  alone  reeorded  the  high  praise 

Of  those  fair  nunieii  hen-  mentioned  during  day  ; 

AnutJier  not  so  luud  her  voice  did  raise." 


M.  (.*.  lie  ooBTrrta  ihci  propnty  of  tbe  Chorvli  lo  bu  own  aw. 
tr.  In  rafnriuw  (o  >hr  i-irliinoiiuii,  "  (>  Unurd  Unrj,"  ke.  lino  »l,  99, 
Jw.  "  InaUnos  of  libpnlil)'  und  bumililj,"  ho  uj*.  "  form  Ih*  nbirct 
«ir  oir  torn  darinir  tiM  ity  (  bul  ilurinpc  i>l|rht.  riinpin  nf  •runee,  uirh 
M  rnB>llon,' ks.  Un.  SM>EMiiraaiP»iii.  9A.  110.  Hkrciu 

C»MiM  choH  l^u1lIi•  ■■  hb  [iruvliioc.  iu  Ili«  liopra  of  (rml  (ituudrr.   Tlv 

mnU  lUliac  io*"  *'■*  ■b*bj'(  tuniL),  hn  uiuhI  lilouwlf  w  ba  lUin. 
■•rtw  (Mod  Ui  bedr,  dw;  an  Bid  to  lt>v«  iioiind  mduil  kwl  iam 
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PTBGATOBIO. 


[tlood  nn  cold. 


Already  had  we  left  that  shade  behind. 
And  Tritb  the  utmost  strength  that  Ji 
Were  Btriving  rip  the  rugged  steep  to  wind 

When  felt  I  quake  the  mountain  fewlullj, 
As  though  't  were  falling ;  whence  my  blood 
Chilled,  tke  the  blood  of  one  led  forth  to  die. 

Never  with  shock  so  fierce  was  Delos  riven. 
Ere  yet  her  neet  Lfltooa  laid,  to  enfold 
Her  double  progeny,  the  eyes  of  beaveo. 

Anon,  so  loud  a  shout  from  every  side 

Waa  uttered,  that  my  master,  drawing  near, 
Exclaimed :  "  Fear  not,  while  I  thy  footsteps  goidB.' 

All  shouted  :  "  Glory  be  to  God  on  high," 

As  from  a  spot  adjoining  I  could  hear,  ' 

To  which  with  more  distinctness  came  the  ay. 

Immoveable  we  stood,  in  doubt  suspended,  ] 

Like  to  the  shepherds  who  firet  heard  this  song. 
Till  ceased  the  trembling,  and  tbe  strain  bod  ended. 

Our  holv  path  we  then  pursued  again. 
Viewing  the  spirits  as  we  went  along. 
Who  each,  stretched  out,  rceumed  hia  moamful  etnt 

If  ever  did  ignorance  so  fiercely  stir  ] 

Desire  of  knowledge  in  my  anxious  breast, 
(Kon  this  point  my  memory  doth  not  err)  ij 

As  then  seemed  to  possess  me,  wrapt  in  thought ;        4 
Nor  dared  I  ask  a  question,  such  our  haete ; 
Nor  of  myself  could  I  distinsuiab  aught : 

Timid  and  thoughtful  onward  thua  I  pressed.  ] 


CANTO    XXL 

ABOCMINT, 


Slaliui  eipkiu  to  Dante  Ibe  occuiaii  of  ths  TDOODtaio'e  ibakiiig',  vn, 
Vbaon-ar  anj  one  pr«paret  to  quit  PurgtUry,  and  uket  bii  Oigbt  to 
Rotate.  Siatiiu,  furgelling  Vitgil  vu  ■  sbadow,  c&datvonn  lo 
CDbnnhim. 

The  natural  thirst  which  ne'er  can  be  allayed,  1 

Bare  by  the  water  fi^)m  that  hallowed  fount, 
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For  which  tte  woBMO  of  Snurift  pRfed, 
Tonnented  me ;  while  o'er  the  obelnicted  wwj 

Behind  mj  guide  I  hMtened  up  the  moont^ 

Sonrowiu^  for  thoie  who  theirniit  peniiiee  pi^. 
And  lo,  as  m  his  Ooepd  writei  bL  Liu», 

That  Christ  appened  to  two  upon  tiieroad. 

When  He,  upnsen,  the  hoUow  tomb  fonool^ 
80  in  our  rear  anon  appealed  a  shade, 

Who  on  the  prostrate  crowd  a  look  bestowed, 

And  presentlj  this  sshitation  made : 

*  May  Gody  m j  brethren,  mnt  you  hoi j  rest** 

We  sudden  turned ;  ana  V ir^  instsntlr 
Him  in  like  words  of  courtesT  addreseea;     • 
^  F^ace  in  the  assemblj  of  tiie  olest  be  tkine^ 
Br  that  impartial  Court  assigned  to  thee 
which  bids  etemsl  banishment  be  mine.'* 

*  How  maj  this  beP'*  notins;  our  haste,  he  cried;  19 

**  If  ye  indeed  are  shades  by  Gk)d  unblest, 

Who  up  tho  sturs  of  heaven  hath  been  your  guide  P*' 

My  master  then :  **  The  marks  observe  again. 
Which  on  his  brow  the  Angel  hath  impreseed : 
They  show  him  destined  with  the  good  to  reign. 

But  because  she  who  spinneth  night  and  day  26 

Not  yet  for  him  had  drawn  the  distaff  through, 
That  Clotho  threads  for  all  of  mortal  cby, 

His  soul,  that  sinter  is  to  thee  and  me. 
Could  not  alone  its  upward  course  pursue. 
Since  not  like  our'e  his  fiumlty  to  aee. 

Hence  was  I  summoned  irom  tlie  throat  of  Hell  81 

To  lead  his  steps ;  and  I  will  be  his  guide 
Far  as  my  knowledge  may  atail  :•— but  teD 

Wherefore  the  mountain  lately  shook,  and  why 
E'en  to  its  humid  feet  on  ev^  side 
The  souls  sent  forth  that  uniTersal  cry  P** 

Asking  this  question,  Virgil  brought  me  sid,  87 

And  passed  the  thread  so  justly  through  the  eye 


10.  The  poet  StatliM;— iMliMei,  when  be  irH  bcoiMWi  known  to 
Tiivfl.  He  eppeorrd  to  Dante  m  Middealy  as  our  Safioar  to  the  two 
diMiplre  froins  to  KiMnam^BC  Inks  jodv.  1ft.)  9ft.  UcbcHi» 

•uttfr  to  Clotbo  and  Atropos. 


e  commenced,^ 

"  That  by  no  arrange  irreeularitr 

Or  want  of  order  ia  it  influencea. 
Here  changes  come  not,  eave  from  what  in  grace  43 

Heaven  to  itself  hence  chooees  to  i«ceire ; 

From  nought  beside  vicissitude  takes  place. 
Therefore  nor  falleth  rain,  nor  snow,  nor  hail. 

Neither  hoar  frost,  nor  dew  at  mom  or  ere, 

Higher  than  yon  three  steps  of  easy  scale. 
!No  clouds,  or  dense  or  subtile,  here  are  moging,  49 

No  lightning  seen,  nor  Thaumaa'  daughter  fiiir, —    ^™ 

Often-to  mortal  eyes  her  station  changing :  ^H 

Nor  ever  here  doth  vapour,  dry  with  heat,  ^^M 

Ascend  beyond  the  three  firat  stages,  where  ^^| 

The  Vicar  of  St.  Peter  n-rts  his  feet. 
Hftpty  the  mountain  trembles  more  below ;  55 

But  here,  whatever  winds  io  earth  are  pent, 

(1  know  not  why)  it  never  trembleth  so, 
Save  when  some  spirit,  feeling  purified, 

Springs  upward  or  moves  on  for  its  ascent, 

By  such  a  general  shout  aecompanied. 
Seized  with  a  wish  to  be  entirely  free,  6L 

And  change  its  former  dwelling  place,  the  mind        ^^M 

Proves  by  this  very  wiU  its  puri^,  ^H 

CFood  was  its  aim  before ;  but  lust  held  sway :  ^^| 

Now  that  same  will  which  once  to  sin  indined  ^^ 

A  willing  tribute  doth  to  Justice  pay : 
Aod  I,  who  full  five  hundred  years  have  lain  67 

Thus  grieving,  felt  but  lately  in  my  breast 

Free  wish  a  better  dwelling  to  attain. 
Hence  didst  thou  feel  the  shock,  and  bear  the  prsise 

Throughout  the  mouutaiu  to  the  Lord  addrrased  ; 

And  may  He  soon  those  piotu  spirits  raise." 
Tbna  spoke  be : — and  as  men  by  drinking  share  73 

43.  t, ».  Eicupt  on  the  OMasion  of  a  puriSed  sprit  blun^  in  d«p«rlare 
la  hndiie.   Bee  canto  iiviii.  lUl.  44.  See  Lombardi  and  Bia^ioli. 

46.  Sec  Lucretiua,  lii.  18.  54.  ThcgsWof  Pnrsalorjr— cantaii.  tQ4. 

65.  Tbt'  reailiDg  aijoptcil  is  "  tal  voglin."     The  r.inie  earlhly  liupiMiciaa  lo 
look  downward,  wiueh  cauaed  their  una,  ia  aulTcred  to  coulinue  avIiUe  aa 


Pleasure  proportioned  to  the  thint  it  sl&kes, 
Mj  fuU  content  no  lan^^unge  cuuld  declare. 

ilv  k-nder  now :  "  1  sec  tiuw  ye  ore  buuiid, 
ilmv  the  net  opens,  why  the  mountain  Bhokes, 
And  why  »uch  orics  of  nmtiuU  joy  reeouiid. 

But  who  tDou  wert,  oh !  grant  that  I  may  know  ;  79  ] 

And  wherefore  it  hath  been  thy  destiny 
Hcri'  to  remain  eo  many  ages,  ehow." 

"  Whut  time  the  Boman  Titiia,  named  the  pood, 
Aven^d  the  wounds,  with  aid  of  the  tuuat  High, 
Whence  giuhed,  by  Judu  sold,  the  guiltlms  blood, 

Thkt  name  most  honoured  and  enduring  DKist,"  8t 

The  spirit  made  reply,  "  was  mine  on  earth; 
By  faith  unblest,  renown  I  vet  coidd  boast. 

So  ewect  the  rocal  spirit  that  1  brccthed. 

Borne  drew  nie  from  the  country  of  my  birth. 

And  ruund  my  brows  the  well  earned  mjTtle  wreathed. 

Tlie  n&iue  of  .StatJus  atill  on  earth  I  bear ;  91 

I  laog  of  Thebes,  then  of  Achilles'  fame, 
But  liTc<d  not  to  complete  my  seeond  care. 

The  Bpatrlu  by  which  my  ^nius  waa  inspired 
Were  emnnalioua  from  that  heavenly  llame 
Whereby  above  a  thounand  have  been  fired; — 

I  inc«n  the  vEneid- — that  fond  uurae  who  fed  0^ 

Mr  soul  with  poetry,  and  nptun<  pure, 
Waring  the  wreath  of  glory  round  my  head : 

And  to  have  lived  while  Virgil  breathed  the  air, — 


TImw  wordi  made  Virgil  turn  tu  where  1  stood, 
With  look  that  silent  said  :  "Be  siU-ut  thou  j" 
But  Virtue  cannot  all  that  Virtue  would ; 

For  in  the  wake  at'  passion,  smile  and  t«ar 
So  cloM-Iy  follow,  that  they  least  allow 
■       The  will  to  govern  in  the  moat  aineere. 

]  smiled,  aa  one  who  winks  ; — whereat  the  shade 
Rrlniiiied  from  words,  aiid  fiwtciied  ou  mine  eye, 

ID.  To  mtuly  dirlM  juiUaF.  US-  l^tatiiu  m;>  he  von  bta 

taaaw.VBiar  ilal  Tito*  dwircyril  JtniMlrm.  88,  "TantBdi 

■afint  ^iat  Hit  ulaw^"  >■;■  Juvenal.  spnUiinK  in  pnlir  of  Bui 
ktt,  viL  $t.  KM.  DmI*  ipukr  no),  bul  cbiiU]  twi  aroid  ■  w 

ftgpmlM  Statiut  bail  unluuwluf  Ij  Uvuhid  uyua  Virgil  ii 


1*9  why  ^B^ 


In  which  most  cltrarly  is  the  soul  poni 

"And  may  success  reward  thy  toil,"  be  Eaio, 

"  As  thou  inform  me,  from  thy  features  why 

The  lightning  of  a  smile  so  lately  sped." 
"  Od  either  side  now  am  I  pressed  amsiii ;  115 

One  bids  me  speak,  the  other  bids  me  not;   ' 

Whereat  I  sien,  nor  do  I  sigh  in  vain." 
"  Speak,"  said  the  master ;  "  let  not  fear  repress 

Thy  utterance,  but  speak  ;  and  tel!  him  what 

He  longs  to  know  with  so  much  eagerness." 
Then  I :  "  Thou  haply  wonderest,  ancient  sprite,  121 

To  see  the  smile  ttut  o'er  my  features  came ;  i^^h 

But  greater  wonder  I  would  fitin  excite. —  ^^^| 

He  who  conducts  aloft  mj  eager  ken  ^^^H 

Is  that  same  Virgil,  by  whose  ardent  flame  ^^^| 

Thou  wert  iiiBpi»*d  to  sing  of  gods  and  men. 
To  other  cause  it  thou  assign  my  smile^  127 

Abandon  it  as  false ;  nor  deem  it  other 

Than  those  some  words  thou  spak'st  of  him  erewhile.*' 
To  embrace  my  teacher's  feet  he  now  easayed. 

Low  bending  down  ;  but  he :  "  Desist,  O  brother  ; 

A  shade  art  thou — I  also  am  a  shade." 
He  rising  then  :  "  See  now  how  brightly  beaming         18$. 

Towards  thee  the  fire  of  my  affection  springs,  ' 

When  I  forget  our  airy  essence,  dei>ming 
Of  empty  shadows  as  substantial  things." 


CANTO    XXII. 


I 

ChriMbnitT. 


AROUUENT. 

Tiigtl,  Slatiui,  and  Dilate  u«nd  up  to  (be  eixlb  circle,  where  fbe 

OnvdiuoiiapuDuhrd.     SldUusHltribnla  faiiRmTernon  to  Chri« 

■*  veil  u  hia  luu  for  po6tr;  lo  Virgil.     Tbvjcoawlo  Ibe  tr«e  of  kmnr' 

ledge. — Voicea  ue  heard  recording  ioituices  of  lemparuuc. 

Tut:  Angel  having  laied  another  scar  "^d 

From  off  my  brow,  and  shown  me  the  acceas         ^^M 

To  the  eiith  round,  was  left  behind  us  &r ;  ^^H 

And  "  Blessed"  had  thostt  holy  shades  repeated        ^^| 

Who  rule  their  appetites  by  right) 


OAjno  zxu.  IMl 

■ 

And  with  ^  I  tiunt"  their  wdoome  had  oompletod: 
Now  lighter  than  before,  I  swifU j  ran,  7 

F(dlowing  the  nimble  Bpirits  up  the  aaoent^ 

Nor  thoii^t  dT  toil ;  inien  Virgil  thua  b^gan : 
^  That  love  whidi  Virtue  kindlea — so  its  fiie 

Bhinea  forth,  not  idly  in  the  boaom  pent, 

la  ever  wont  a  kindred  flame  to  inapire. 
Hence  from  the  hour  that  Juvenal  appeared  18 

To  me,  in  the  infernal  Limbo  cast, 

And  manifested  all  thy  love— endeared 
Thou  wert  to  me  in  auch  a  kindly  sort, 

Aa  ne'er  for  one  not  seen  hath  been  aurpaat ; 

So  that  to  me  these  stairs  will  seem  foil  abort 
But  tell  me,  and  a  kind  indulgence  lend,  19 

If  I  with  too  much  freedom  loose  the  rein ; 

And  reason  with  me  now  aa  with  a  friend.-* 
8aj,  how  could  Avarice  in  thy  bosom  find 

A  habitation,  when  such  fruitful  vein 

Of  wisdom  had  been  stored  within  thy  mind  ?*' 
This  speech  a  transient  smile  in  Statins  moved ;  25 

Ana  he  thus  answered  him :  ''  Thv  every  word. 

As  pledge  of  friendship,  is  by  me  oeloveld* 
*Tis  true  that  things  do  oftentmies  appear, 

^Vhich  matter  false  to  cherish  douot  afford^ 

Because  the  real  sourcea  are  not  clear. 
This  question  evidences  thy  belief  31 

That  I  was  ooco  the  slave  of  avarice ; 

Haply  since  in  yon  round  I  sufier  griefl 
Know  then  the  cnmo  of  avarice  was  removed 

From  me  too  far ;  hence  contrary  the  vice. 

Which  here  some  thousand  moons  has  been  reproved. 
And  had  I  not  well  pondered  in  my  mind  87 

The  exclamation  toat  thou  madest  of  old. 

Indignant  aa  it  were  with  human  kind— 
'  Unto  what  evils  dost  thou  not  excite 

7.  Havio^  bad  unoOmr  P  removed  from  hit  brow,  be  ie  able  to  keep 
pace  vuh  \iTgii  and  Statiua.  10.  Tbeae  words  are  addreeied  to 

i«tatitia.  .15.  The vioe of prodigrality.  40.  From Vir^:  ''Quid 

turn  mortalia  pcctora  eofia,  Auri  aacra  fames  f* — Ma.  iii.  66.  "  Had  1 
not  profitrd,**  he  mjs,  '*  by  your  repreheofion  of  mankind  in  tbeae  words, 
I  shoukl  be  suffering  tbt  panishment  of  the  prodifsl  and  avarieioiii  ia  tba 
lofcno,"  viL  26, 
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The  human  breast,  0  cursed  love  of  gold !' 
Now  should  I  ui^  the  stones  in  eeBseleas  fighl 

Then  I  perceived  the  hands  may  be  too  wide 
Extended ;  and  of  unrestrained  expense 
Bepented,  as  of  other  faults  beside. 

How  manj  a  one  shall  fi^im  the  grove  arise 
With  shaven  locks,  through  ignoraHce  of  the  offe 
Bepenting  neither  when  he  lives  or  dies. 

And  know,  the  vice  which  doth  some  rice  oppose, 
{Its  very  opposite,)  is  with  that  vice 
Destined  to  wither  by  the  self-same  woes. 

Wherefore  if  I  to  penance  have  been  seen 

With  those  who  purge  themselves  fiwn  avariee. 
For  the  reverse  my  punishment  hath  been." 

"What  time  that  cruel  war  employed  thy  verse," 
The  singer  of  butolie  song  rejoined, 
"  Waged  by  ill-starred  Jocasta's  double  curoe — 

Toiudge  from  what  by  Clio  thou  wert  taught — 
That  faith  did  not  as  yet  possess  thy  mind. 
Without  which,  virtuous  act  availeth  naught. 

And  if 'twere  so,  what  sun  or  torch  broke  through 
The  darkness,  so  that  with  unshaken  will 
St.  Peter's  hallowed  bark  thou  couldest  punue  f 

And  he  replied  :  "  First  led  by  thee  I  trod 
Parnassus'  steeps,  aod  drai^  its  sacred  rill ; 
And  first  by  thee  illumined — sought  for  God. 

Thou  didst  as  one  who  doth  his  torch  by  night 
Behind  him  bear — not  by  himself  discerned. 
But  to  his  followers  yielding  usefiil  light- 
When  thou  didst  propheay,  '  A  world  revived. 
Justice  restored,  primteval  days  returned. 
An  offspring  born,  from  heaven  itself  derived.* 

Poet  and  Chnstian  I  became  through  thee ;  73 

57.  ECroclei  Bod  Poljaioes — ■  double  toarcr  cf  was  to  tlidr  mDtber 
Jocastt.  58.  Clio  is  Ibe  muse  inroked  by  3l»tiu!,     "Qnan  prliu 

beroum,  Clio  dabisT'  "7^  judpi  Irom  th;  cocDponiCiaiu,"  n]«  Tir^ 
"  tbgu  wen  nol  tben  s  believer  in  tfaai  faith,  withoul  whicb  '  it  i*  impo*- 
■iblflto  pleaM  Him."  "~He!)r™»  li.  6,  CI.  ■' If  h,  irhat  beavenlj 

;nca  or  biunan  learning  bunt  Ilie  darkncaa  of  th;  miod,  and  «IilU«d 
thee  to  follow  the  stepa  of  Si.  PcWt?"  70.  Tbv  prophwj  of  iba  9f  ^ 

—applied  by  Viryil  lo  Oclavim,  (  Eel.  ii.  5)— ia  by  Duale  bere  allied  to 
lur  daciour,  Bud  gnppoaed  to  bare  couveited  Slaliiii. 
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jomo  im«  MB 

But  tliat  more  fiill j  thoa  majifc  iimVintMiJ, 

Wrou^t  in  dear  ookun  shidl  thiB  oatUne ' 
Alreadj  in  the  impresnant  worid  waa  aown 

The  new  hdief^  wide  apiead  thiongh  ereiy  land 

Br  the  apoatlas  of  tiie  eternal  thraie ; 
And  thj  recorded  worda  of  prophecy  79 

80  well  with  the  new  preachm  harmonized. 

That  their  aocuatomed  riaitor  waa  I. 
Bo  holy  in  mj  ejea  tiie  course  thqr  kept, 

That  when  Dcunitian'a  torturing  rod  chaatiaed, 
'  Their  sufferinga  nefer  were  by  me  nnwept 
And  while  it  waa  my  lot  on  eartii  to  bide,  85 

IjeaTe  them  friendly  succour,  and  deapiaed 

fuieir  righteoua  habits  known)  all  sects  beside ; 
And  ere  in  song  I  led  the  Ghwciananear 

The  Theban  rivers^  I  had  been  baptised ; 

But  secret  held  my  Christian  fiuth  through  &ar ; 
Long  time  a  Pt^gan  still  in  outward  show :  91 

For  this  lukewarmness  full  four  centuries 

Bound  the  fourth  circle  was  I  doomed  to  so. 
Thou,  therefore,  who  didst  tear  away  the  Teil 

That  .hid  such  mighty  blessings  m>m  my  eyes,— 

While  ample  time  is  our's  the  mount  to  wade, 
Tell  me  where  our  loved  Terence  may  be  found,  97 

Cndliua,  Flautus,  Yarro,  if  thou  knowest — 

Whether  among  the  danmed,  and  in  what  round  P*' 
**  They,  Persius,  I,  and  other  bards  are  there," 

My  cuide  replied,  ^  where  dwells  that  Ghneck,  the  most 

Of  all  her  sons  nursed  by  the  Muses'  care, 
In  the  dark  prison's  foremost  rank  confined.-^  108 

Ofl;  of  the  mountain  are  we  wont  to  speak, 

Where  a  perennial  seat  our  Nurses  find. 
Eoripides  and  Agatho  there  dwell, 

Simonides,  Anacreon — many  a  Gkneek 

Whose  honoured  brows  desenre  the  laurel  well. 
Thy  heroines  too  are  there — ^Antigone,  109 

famene,  sorrowing  as  on  earth ;  and  there 

79.  **  Mi^oi  Ab  tntefro  nrdorum  naioiCiir  ordo ; 

Jam  ndJt  oC  yirgo,  rcdeunC  8«tanda  rpgiw : 
Jab  novm  jMrofcoiiM  ecvlo  denittitur  alto."   Vtr|r.  EeL  ir.  6. 

10a.  O.  In  Limbo.    8m  Inf.  hr.  88,  wbere  Honer  and  otbar  bardi  art 
1    Tha^fflooitaiB"  iaPlmuniqt. 


PUBOATOBIO. 


I 


Argii  may  he  seen,  Deiphile, 
She  vha  diseloeed  the  freehmiug  Bpnng  Lflngia, 

The  daughter  of  Tireeias,  Thetis  fiiir. 

And  with  her  sutera  lamed  DeldnmiA." 
Kow  both  the  bards  were  silent,  eauh  intent  115 

On  casting  ruund  their  eager  eyea  anew. 

Free  from  the  walls  and  from  the  steep  accent ; — 
Four  of  the  handmnida,  on  the  day  attending. 

Had  dropt  behind — the  pole  the  fifth  one  drew, 

Its  glowing  bom  direetly  upwards  bending: 
When  thua  my  guide :  "  Behoveth  us  to  keep  Ul 

The  dexter  shoulder  turning  tow'rds  the  verge,      ^^^^| 

As  is  our  wont  in  cinJing  round  the  steep."  V^^| 

Thus  custom  was  our  guide  ;  and  less  dismayed  ^^^| 

Our  onward  way  proceeded  we  to  urge.  ^^H 

Sinc«  we  were  aanctioned  by  that  worth?  shade. 
They  were  advancing  first ; — hehiud  them  I  127 

Went  on  alone,  and  listened  to  their  talk, 

Inspiring  thoughts  that  nourish  poetiy. 
But  soon  they  checked  their  speech  that  pleuedme  well ; 

For  lo,  a  tree  stood  midway  in  our  walk, 

With  frniit  deliglitful  both  to  sight  and  smell. 
And  upward  as  a  fir  from  bough  to  boug^ 

Tapt-re,  BO  down  this  tapered  to  the  ground ; 

That  none  its  branches  might  ascen^  I  trow  : 
And  at  that  side  on  which  our  road  was  stopt, 

From  the  high  rock  a  streamlet  ft-ll  around. 

Sprinkling  the  lofty  foliage  as  it  dropt.— 
The  poets  now  approached  the  holy  trw, 

WTien  from  within  the  leaves  come  forth  a  tone, 

"  Eat  of  this  fruit,  but  eat  it  sparingly : 
Mary,  who  pleads  for  you,  took  more  de^dit 

That  honour  to  tbe  marriage  f«sst  be  shown. 

Than  in  indulging  her  own  appetite.  

The  Soman  women  were  content  of  yore  14G 

With  water  for  their  beverage : — ^Oaniel  erat. 

Contemning  food,  was  taught  in  wisdom's  loie>-^ 
Beauteous  ae  gold,  the  earliest  age  of  mui. — 

Hunger  made  acoma  savoury ;  and  through  thirst 

With  sweetest  nectar  every  streamlet  ran. — 


i 
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LocQsli  $giA  bonej  mn  the  food  wlienoB  151 

The  B^itift  in  the  lonely  dBMTt  fed ; 

And  henoe  the  greatneWy  and  the  feme  he  woo. 
Am  in  the  Ooipd  hietorf  maj  he  read*" 


CANTO  XXIII. 

▲BeUMEITT. 
^■**^*>  m  MMfcKar  «f  Bglfl  MMoitttod  ipiriti  doiac  MBHUM  ftv  rinttoDT. 
DuM  noofoiiM  h»  frtead  Forwe ;  who  InfimM  Mm  diat  tbair  pixk 
eoBiiili  in  A  keen  dcilra  to  ptftike  of  tbo  fruit  of  the  tno.    Ho  takm 
ocoirioB  to  iaTrif^h  agoliMt  tfao  inaiodflity  of  the  FlocvnlfaM  hmkb. 

Whujb  through  the  foliage  green,  with  itedfiut  gaze      1 
I  looked  intent,  like  one  who  in  tiie  nun 
Purroit  of  little  hiids  conaumee  hia  daya, 

^  Come  now/*  to  me  mj  more  than  fiither  cfied ; 
**  The  time  allotted  ua,  mj  aon,  I  fiun 
Would  wish  to  some  more  useful  taak  applied.** 

I  turned  my  looks  and  steps  with  eoual  speed  7 

Unto  those  Hages ;  charmed  hy  wnoee  diseourae 
Of  that  laborious  road  I  took  no  heed. 

And  lo,  a  song,  in  plaintive  tone,  waa  heard — 
**  My  lips,  0  Lord** — whose  soul  subduinff  fbroe 
Botn  sorrow  and  delight  at  once  conferreo. 

'^  O  m;^  lo^^  Bire,  what  voices  these  P'  said  I.  18 

**  Spirits  are  hastening  yonder,*'  answered  he, 
**  I^rehance  their  knot  of  duty  to  untie«" 

As  pilgrims,  eager  to  pursue  theu*  way, 

Overtaking  strangers,  turn  their  looks  to  see ; 
Yet,  as  they  gaze,  speed  on  without  delay ; 

Thus,  from  behind  us,  urged  by  greater  haste,  19 

A  band  of  spirits  came,  and  with  fixed  stare, 
Devout  and  silent,  kenned  us  as  they  paaaod. 

Hollow  the  eye  of  each,  and  dark— their  look 
Pdlid — and  all  their  features  were  so  spare, 
That  from  the  bones,  the  skin  its  figure  took. 

Thessalian  Erisichthon  was,  I  ween,  26 

Less  dried  and  withered  in  the  form  he  wore. 
Through  long  continued  hunger,  when  most  lean. 

11.  *'0  Lord,  open  tho«  aj  lipo;  oad  my  mouth  tboll  ibow  forth  thy 
r— nmlmli.  15.  8A  Rrinehthoo  of  ThMMlyoutdownsKTOVS 

to  Cvns,  and  was  afiUetcd  1^  tho  foddoM  with  iimfiiMo  hoiffar. 


FOEaATOKIO. 


■^ 


"  Behold,"  immersed  in  inward  thought,  I  saic 
"  The  rat*  who  lost  Jerusalem  of  yore, 
When  Mary  on  her  infant  offspring  fei' 

The  sockets  aeemed  like  nng§  without  the  gems 
Who  readeth  "  omo"  on  man's  visage,  ho 
Had  there  full  plainly  recuguised  the  me. 

Who  could  believe,  unless  inatructed  fint. 
How  water  and  an  apple's  scent  could  be 
So  patent  in  producing  want  and  thirst  P 

Now  was  1  wondering  at  their  being  so  thin ; 
For  not  as  yet  could  I  discover  why 
So  meagre  and  so  shrivelled  was  their  skin. 

When  from  the  deep  recesses  of  the  head 
A  spirit  tumiug  faxed  on  nie  his  eye ;  j 

Then,  "  0  what  grace  is  this !"  aloud  he  said. 

His  countenance  had  not  his  name  revealed  ; 
But  in  his  voice  I  could  not  fail  to  trace 
That  which  his  withered  features  had  ccmcealed. 

This  spark  it  was  that  lighted  up  amain 
My  recollection  of  his  altered  face. 
And  brought  Forese  to  my  mind  again. 

"The  scaly  blotches  that  delace  my  skin — 

Oh !  look  not  on  them,  nor,"  such  waa  his  prsyer, 
"  Regard  the  wretched  plight  that  I  am  in. 

But  let  me  know  the  truth  concerning  thee ; 

And  who  are  those  two  spirits  with  thee  there- 
Make  no  delay  in  telling  all  to  me." 

I  answered  him  i  "  ErewhiJc  I  wept  thee  dead ; 
But  now  with  no  leas  grief  am  I  distressed 
To  see  thy  visage  so  disfigured. 

Tlien,  prithee,  say.  what  doth  thy  features  mar: 
Bid  me  not  sjjeak  while  wonder  fills  my  breast ; 
lie  ill  can  speak  whose  thoughts  are  wandering  &r,' 


80.  The  Hebrew  lady— who  ■ufferiog-  the  puiga  of  atanation  dtuiog' 
tbe  aegt  of  Jenwilr'ni  by  Titui,  [ri  on  ber  own  «d — thu»  fulfilling  |hs 
jnDpheor  of  Uows.  Ocut.  nviii.  B6.  See  Eiuebius,  b.  iii.  110.  32.  Ttw 
wonl  'woo'  (i.  e.  uomo, or  nmu,)  uiupposed  to  be  repreBented  in  tbeliiee 
— tbe  two  Kyea  fonniiis  the  O'e.  «iid  Ilie  eyebrow  uid  muse  Ihe  U,  mora 
diiiinoUy  omriiFd  ia  (bew  emadalad  couotenuicn.  35.  Ttm  (rea 

anii  iheatmm  inenrioned  io  tlie  lut  cuto,  liot*  I3l,137,uid  agaia  ia 
tbeprtaenC,  line  6'J.  lai.  48.  Porera  waa  a  ^reat  friimd  o^  Dante, 

■nd  the  braOet  of  Cono  QonatL 
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Thes  be  to  tno :  <*  Bv  onlinanw  diviao 

Into  the  {jUnt  and  w-ater  left  beliind 

A  virtue  is  inatiUed ;  sad  hence  I  pine. 
.  All  the«e  who  wail  in  moumfiil  BonpiB,  that  erst 

To  excess  in  food  tbeir  appetites  inclined, 

Bogaiu  their  purity  by  want  and  thint. 
Draire  to  eat  luid  drink  is  rendered  keen  67 

By  the  rich  odour  of  tbe  fruit  and  Hprav, 

wbieb  shed  their  fragrance  o'er  the  foliage  green. 
Ifor  once  alone  ia  this  tad  circuit  made. 

To  renoTate  our  pain — pain  do  I  gay, 

"Vpiien  '  solace '  ia  the  word  I  ahoulu  hare  aaid  P 
For  that  tamo  will  conducts  ua  to  the  tree,  73 

Wbicb  led  Christ  joyful '  Eli '  to  eiclaira, 

Vben  with  his  precious  blood  he  set  ns  free." 
And  1  to  hini :  "  Foreae,  from  that  day 

When  to  the  better  Lfe  thy  spirit  cam». 

Not  yet  flee  little  yean  have  passed  away.— 
If  power  of  ainning  ceased  in  thee,  before  76' 

Arrived  the  season  of  that  wholesome  woe. 

Which  unto  God  espouses  ua  once  more. 
How  was  it  that  so  high  thy  spirit  soan^  ? 

Tbeo  had  I  thought  to  Gnd  far  down  below, 

When  time  mispent,  by  time  must  be  restored-" 
*•  It  wu  my  Nella,  who  so  soon,"  he  said,  8S 

"  Led  me  to  drink  of  suffering's  wormwood  sweet. 

By  h<T  fond  tears  for  me  profiiselv  tthed. 
She,  through  her  prayers  devout  and  sighs  unfeigned, 

Beleaaea  me  from  the  coast  that  slave  our  feet. 

And  firom  the  other  roimds  my  freedom  gained. 
So  much  more  dear  in  sight  of  heaven  is  she —  91 

My  iridowed  wife,  by  mo  beloved  so  well, 

Aa  abe  ia  aingle  in  her  piety : 

It.  t*.  Vifmm  in  mH^ii^t  dtriiM  jiuHm.  74.  "  Kii,  Bll,  km* 
MtaiblbsBl."  JU  Chrul  JoyTulIr  uidinrMil  dskth  to  MTi  nanUtu],  ■> 
ttmit  (noU  rahiBurilj  nturncd  lo  th«  um,  uul  undomnt  the  pitis  o[ 
ikkW  Ibf  (ha  pnnMM  of  ablunni|rpurifle*iuia.  i<\.  In  hkConTilo. 

TNaili  ■Jilliil  "  llnliij«l  mill  i&  Uia  fourtb  perinl  of  lif*  rr-talrauaM 
hnelf  to  God,  malanplBtJiic  tlu  nid  whiob  il  luitidpitm.'*  CtBimr, 
TnM.  iw.  H.  In  Iba  ootskini  of  Pur^torj.  »S.  Form*!  71 

md  ifrtwioi  vtdair.— TliKM(b  Iwr  iatrnxHuin  br  the  mdI  of  Ua  hub 
■    '    ■    '    '      '    o  Purpuory. 
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idvoU,        ^H 
e.  I 


For  that  Barbagis  ia  of  charter  life, 

Where  all  Sardinia's  wandering  outcasto 
Than  that  Barbngia  where  I  left  my  wifr, 

Wtat,  0  dear  brother,  wouidst  thou  hate  m©  say  ? 
A  fiiture  time  already  I  behold, 
Nor  ancient  then  shall  be  the  present  day — 

Wten  from  the  pulpit  it  aball  be  dechuvd 
In  Florence,  tliat  no  more  her  ladies  bold 
Shall  walk  ia  public  with  their  bo«oma  bar»L 

"WTiat  barbarous  or  what  Moorifh  women  e'er  103 

Betjuired  or  church  or  other  discipline,         , 
To  m^e  them  in  the  streets  some  corering  wear? 

But  if  the  unbtuehing  onm  could  haply  know, 
What  heaven's  swift  vengeance  dotb  for  them  de«^n. 
Full  mom'  a  mouth  to  howl  would  not  be  alow; 

For  if  mv  foresight  doth  not  lead  me  wrong,  lOQ 

Grief  shall  be  their's,  ero  bearded  is  his  &ce 
"Who  aoK  is  lulled  to  sle<^  with  nurse's  song. 

Brother,  no  more  conceal  thyself  I  pniy : 
Behold,  not  I  alone,  but  all  this  race 
With  wonder  gaze  on  the  divided  ray." 

I  answered  liim:  "  If  what  thou  wert  with  me,  lU 

Thou  call  to  mind,  and  what  with  thee  was  I,  ^H 

Still  bitttr  will  the  recollection  be.  ^H 

That  life  I  left,  at  hie  persuasire  prayer  ^H 

Who  guides  my  steps,  not  many  davs  gone  by,  U 

Wben  (to  the  Sun  I  point)  his  aJster  ft' 


Pull  orbed  displayed  hemelf ;  know  this 

Who  from  the  truly  dead,  through  night  profbaad^ 
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Hath  in  my  real  flesh  oonducted  me. 
Proceeding  on  by  his  eneouraeement, 

I  climbed  the  mountain,  ana  about  it  wound, — 

That  mount  which  straighteneth  what  the  world  hath 
And  he  hath  vowed  his  succour  still  to  deign,  [bent : 

Till  I  mrive  where  Beatrice  (hall  be ;  1S8 

There,  reft  of  him  behovea  it  I  remain. 
Lo  "Virgil,  who  these  words  of  comfort  spake;" 

M.  The  mealioa  of  hit  vif^t  pietj  tod  worth  leadi  Fame  foM  a  av- 
Tet«  jBTeotiTe  •gaiut  Ow  FloreBliue  ladia  of  that  day.  fiu-bagw  h  * 
tnM  iu  Sardinia,  to  wbicfa  FlaFenm  w  oonpared  br  lbs  imataimtj  ^  it* 
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And  him  I  pdnted  oat: — ^^that  otfatfy  he. 
For  whom  but  now  jou  felt  jour  kingdom  ahake 
With  joj,  his  happy  exit  hence  to  see." 


CANTO  XXIV. 


▲BOmOlTT. 

Ccomwtkm  oontiiraed  Mvaio  DtDto  And  Forcte.  In  tbe  pAniiee  of 
StAtiiif,  ForeM  eonttmm  the  tuperioritj  of  his  fncnd't  poot^.  Fbfno 
predict!  the  ikimt  doAth  of  Gono  Donatio  Buifo^i  poUtaeil  mn&mj. 
Another  treow — ^Toioei  ioMie  from  it,  recording  tTamnlai  of  gtattooy. 
4^1  Angel  iniritee  the  three  poeti  up  to  the  eerenth  tnd  laet  diolo. 

OiTB  progreaa  checked  not  the  disconne  we  held,  1 

Nor  dtodied  diacoune  our  promas ;— on  we  went, 
Like  to  a  ahip  b j  fiirounnff  gafo  impelled. 

The  ahadee,  that  aeemed  as  thinga  that  twice  had  died, 
Brew  through  their  deep  sunk  ejea  aatoniahment, 
When  of  my  breathing  fuUy  certified. 

And  I,  continuing  my  diacoune,  thua  spake :  7 

*'  That  spirit  mounts  perchance  more  tardily 
Than  else  it  would,  for  its  companions'  sake. 

But  say  where  dwells  Piccarda,  if  thou  know ; 
And  tell,  if  any  one  of  note  I  see 
Among  this  crowd  who  gaze  upon  me  so.*' 

"  My  sister,  good  and  beautiful — which  most  18 

I  know  not — triumphs  in  Olympus*  height, 
Bearing  her  crown  amid  the  joyful  host/' 

He  spake ;  then  added  this :  **  'Tis  lawful  here 
To  call  each  one  by  name — so  lost  to  sight 
All  trace  of  likeness,  through  our  fast  serere.— 

This," — pointing  with  his  finesr  to  a  shade —  19 

''  la  Buonagiunta  the  Lucchese ; — that  face 
Beyond^  through  fieMting  most  unsightly  made. 

Held  in  his  arms  erewhile  the  Church  divine : 


10.  PieevdA  Donati,  litter  of  ForcM  and  of  Cono  Donnti,  was  a 
beaotiiU  maiden,  who  took  the  reil  in  the  conrent  of  8t.  Clara,  and  do- 
weled hereelf  to  the  eerriee  of  Ood.  Her  hrothert,  howerer,  who  bad 
prvnUeed  her  in  marriage  to  a  Florentine,  forced  her  to  marry  him  af^daeC 
ber  wilL  Her  health  iaunediatelj  declined,  and  ehe  thorUy  died.  She  It 
Mrigneda  place  ia  the  Paradiao,  (liL  49.)  20.  A  poet  of  Lncca.— 

The  lean  ftoebejQBd,8ia«i  of  Toon,  afterwards  Pope  Martin  IV— a  gnat 


From  Toon  he  came,  and  nov,  in  hopes  of  grace, 

Piii'^:e8,  by  fast,  Bolsena's  cela  aod  wme." 
TbuB,  ooe  bv  one,  he  ehowed  me  many  more: 

To  hear  tneir  naiiies  seemed  pleasmg  to  this  nee ; 

Not  one  the  hue  of  discontentment  wore,  ^ 

Ubaldin  della  PUn  there  I  eaw 

Through  hunger  grinding  lur — and  Bonilace, 

To  many  with  his  crozier  giving  law  ; 
I  aaw  Morcheae — who  indulged  hia  will 

At  Forli,  drinking  deeply,  though  less  diy 

He  felt  than  now,  yet  ne'er  coidd  have  hw  fiU. 
But  ae  a  vim  who  marks,  and  learns  to  prize 

One  more  than  other,- — him  of  Lucca  I 

So  marked,  who  kenned  me  with  most  earnest  eye&. 
He  muttered;  and  the  word  Gentucca  came 

Forth  from  his  lips  where  .Tustice  chose  to  wreak 

His  vengeance  by  the  ever  parching  flame; 
"  0  Spirit,"  I  eichiimed,  "who  eeemeat  to  be 

Bent  on  communion — let  me  hear  thee  speak ; 

So  shall  thou  satisfy  tliyself  and  me." 
He  answered :  "  She  is  bom,  who  though  Btill  loose 

Her  treeaes  be,  my  city  shall  endear. 

However  some  may  load  it  with  abuse. 
Depart  thou  then  with  this  prophetic  strain ; 

And  if  my  murmuring  should  confuse  thine 

The  events  themselves  will  make  its  meaning  plun. 
But  say  if  I  behold  the  man  who  first 

Gave  to  the  world  the  rhymes  which  thus  begin ; 

'  Ladies  who  in  the  ways  of  love  are  versed.'  " 
And  I  replied  :  "  One  am  I  who  indite 

Se.  A  notedglution-         SO.  BoaifiLoe.  Bishopof  Rivcniifc.  31.  "Rk 

butler  leQing  him,  il  was  Bftid  in  the  city  tbaL  he  did  Dothin^  Int  drink,  he 
drnredhim  touiiwer.  that  he  was  always  tbiritf."  Ventnri.  38.  tA  Froin 
[he  parched  throat  of  BuODB^uata.  Grutucca  -waa  a  noble  and  btantifiil 
maiden  of  Lucca,  of  whom  Duile,  durintr  his  exile  at  that  place,  iru  en- 
amoured. We  must  remember  his  visit  to  Purgvtory  is  aupposed  to  be 
in  1300,  Ira  years  belbre  his  eiile.  43. 1. 1.  This  Genlacca,  not  fn 

grOHti  Bp,  shall  eadent  Id  him  the  dty  of  Lueca,  however  in&moia  for  ila 
peoulaton.     See  Inf.  ui.  41.  51.  "  Donne,  ch'avete  intelletto 

d'amore."  This  is  the  first  veiM  of  a  canione  oompoied  by  DanH  ia 
pmiie  of  Beatrice,  in  his  Vita  Nuova.  61.  DanlB  ntniat  boa 

■initioning'  his  own  name;  and  aacribeaaay  nurit  in  hia  vmea  to  tlia  lofs 
of  wisdom,  by  which  bo  «BS  inspired,  ..  •'_^_ 
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VHitn  love  inspireB,  and  m  be  speaks  within, 
So,  in  arcordonce  with  his  bidding,  writ(>." 
Brother,"  he  said,  "  1  now  perceive  the  cuuse, 
Why  I  &nd  manT  others  vsinlv  Btrove 
To  catcb  the  style  that  wins  tneo  such  applause. 

I  wnll  diarorer  how  your  plumes  have  soiled 
Cloae  in  the  wake  of  your  inapirer,  love ; 
And  this  tin'  point  where  our  endeavour  failed. 

Hb  who  to  Boatoh  a  further  grace  is  bent, 

9etm  not  the  difference  the  two  styles  display  :" 
And  here  the  spirit  ceased,  as  though  content. 

Cm  as  the  birds  that  winter  near  the  Nile 
Uinhnl  tlieir  numbers  in  compact  array, 
Tben  fly  more  sffiftly  and  proceed  in  file  ; 

So  all  the  aasenibled  spirits  turned  their  face ; 
And  by  desire  and  meagrencss  made  light, 
Accrlcrati-d  instantly  their  pace. 

And  s«  B  man,  by  ruuniug  sore  opprest, 
8uffi-rs  hia  comrades  to  pursue  tncir  flight, 

'  Ciita  he  hath  relieved  his  panting  cheat ; 

Bo  did  Forese  let  that  sacred  train 

Pasa  on  before,  and  come  behind  with  me — 
£icUimin^,  "  When  shall  wo  two  meet  a^fain?'' 

"  Mt  tenn  on  earth  I  know  not,"  1  replied; 
"  But  Rwift  Boe'er  as  my  return  may  be. 
In  wish  still  sooner  shall  I  reach  thy  side: 

So  Uwt  (o  goodness  more  and  more  each  day 

The  place  where  1  on  earth  was  doomed  (o  dwell, 
And  Bent  on  its  own  ruin."^"  Now  away," 

Be  said ; — "  for  him,  chief  cause  of  this,  1  nee 
Drawn  at  a  horse's  tail  towards  that  grim  dell. 


U.  f.  *.  1^  adopilDg  an  anlSeial  mtylt.  64,  Dxale  ofltn  mmdoiu 

Crank    Snlpr.  V.  Mi  Purr-iiTi.  43;  Pat.irlii.  73.  69.  Tbrr 

biul  duknifd  thrit  pace  le  oberte  D<uil> ;  and  now,  ahm  Fonw,  eo*  at 
UMr  partr,  trBWfd  lo  hare  fiolahHl  hU  iiirKb,  lli¥j  nnrw  llii^r  tiMtc  In 
nnliT  lo  completii  ihdr  pMrtltcntlon.  Fmmb,  Inwatir,  bifi  brltlnd  Ic  In- 
qiUn  «h«i  lie  abouhl  again  mm  bi>  triwad.  TO.  Dsoii  wnnra, 

b*  bun  nol  mhiu  lin  itwJl  dU,  bul  ibal  nomiM  ii  u  "  hut  In  f-godHB," 
wijulcklf.  H3.  TliDalliwUiDuloConD 
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Where  gnflt  may  nerer  expiated  be. 
Quicker  at  every  step  the  horse  is  bome. 

Its  psoe  increoaine,  till  it  etrikea  a  blaw. 

And  leavea  his  body  misenibly  torn. 
Nor  long  those  wbeels  abaU  Poll" — and  up  to  hcaveii 

He  raised  hia  eyes — "ere  thmi  shall  fully  know 

What  may  not  yet  in  clearer  speech  be  given. 
But  now  proceed  alone,  for  time  is  here 

So  precious,  that  I  may  no  more  remain. 

Measuring  my  footsteps  with  thy  alow  career," 
As  from  a  ttixip,  advancing  in  array. 

Issues  B  knight  at  gallop,  to  obtain 

The  honour  of  commencing  the  aflray — 
With  rapid  step  so  left  he  us  behind  ; 

And  on  the  road  I  tarried  with  the  two 

Such  eminent  insti^ctore  of  mankind. 
And  when  he  had  ao  for  his  way  made  good. 

That  now  mine  eyes  his  figure  could  not  *-iew 

More  clearly  than  his  words  I  understood, — 
Laden  with  fruit  and  foliage  I  discerned  IM 

Another  apple  tree,  which  seemed  iiill  vigb, 

Though  towards  it  were  mj  thoughts  but  newly  tnnwd. 
Beneath  it  raised  their  hands  a  numerous  train, 

Who  to  the  leaves  were  muttering  forth  some  ay, 

Like  ulamorous  children  that  entreat  in  vain — 
Imploring  One  who  answers  not  their  prayer,  lOfl 

But,  to  augment  the  ardour  of  their  flame, 

Disphiys  tlie  object,  raised  aloft  in  air. 
Then  parted  they,  of  error  disabused ; 

And  onward  to  the  mighty  tree  we  came. 

Which  aU  these  fervent  prayers  and  tears  reitued. 
"  Pass  to  tlie  other  side, — approach  not  near ;  115 

Higher  stands  the  tree  where  Eve  her  guilt  incuired ; 

From  it  was  raised  the  plant  that  (jroweth  Uere^** 
Thus  from  amid  the  branches  some  one  cried ; 

When  Virgil,  Statius,  and  myself,  who  beard. 

Passed  on  our  way  along  the  mountain's  aide. 


I 


•ormi^  power,  and  called  upon  (o  uunrsr  Ui»  chargr,  he  defoidcdhi 
Mir  Tilb  luiiu,  nil  Killing,  in  hit  mdnrour  to  eacapci  he  wu  troddiB  i^_ 
b;  ■  bone,  ud  kOled  b;  ib«  populace.    8ve  Ugo  FbcoIs  U^  p.  IST, 
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''BeaJltho0emoiisten»*'itrQiiiined^''ofTOie  121 

Fonned  in  the  douds,  who,  estod  with  the'&asty 
Their  hieasts  of  douhle  front  'gainst  Theaeus  bore ; — 

The  HebrewB  too, — ^who  knelt  to  drink  the  riUB, 
VThen  Gideon  with  an  annj  much  decreased 
Descended  against  Madian  from  the  hills." 

Thus,  to  the  marein  keeping  dose,  we  passed,  127 

Hearing  the  taJea  of  gluttony  they  told. 
And  the  dire  recompense  it  brings  at  last. 

Then,  set  at  large  upon  the  lonelj  coast, 
A  thousand  steps  and  more  we  onwaid  hold. 
Each  one  in  silent  contemplation  lost. 

**  Te  lonely  three,  why  pensire  thus  proceed  P"  188 

A  voice  exclaimed ;  whereat  through  sudden  dread 
I  shook,  e'en  like  some  frightened  paltry  steed. 

I  raised  my  eye  to  scan  who  it  might  be ; 
Nor  glass  or  metal  e'er  so  bright  and  red 
Were  in  a  furnace  ercr  seen  hy  me. 

As  one  who  uttered :  "  If  ye  now  desire  189 

To  mount,  ye  needs  must  journey  by  this  track. 
Which  they  pursue  who  peace  would  here  aoqpre.^ 

Mine  eyes  were  dazzled  by  his  aspect  bright ; 
Whereat  unto  my  teachers  turned  I  back. 
Like  one  who  widks  by  hearing,  not  by  sight. 

As  when,  announcing  the  approach  of  day,  145 

Impre(:^ated  with  herbs  and  flowers  of  spring, 
Bn«tho0  fnn*h  and  redolent  the  air  of  May, — 

Such  was  the  breeze  that  gently  fanned  my  Lead ; 
And  I  |)en*eived  the  waving  of  the  wing, 
Whirh  all  around  ambrosial  odours  shed: 

And  I  could  hear  a*Toi(*e :  ^  O  blessed  they  151 

By  f^nce  enlightened  so,  that  never  gust 
Of  appetite  may  lead  their  will  astray  — 

Their  hunger  ever  kept  in  limits  just !"' 


131.  The  Centaorv,  ioTitcd  bj  ririthouf  to  his  weddingr,  intozicmtMl 
tlwiDielvMi,  mnd  endfavourtd  to  oairy  off  the  bride,  but  were  prevenUrd 
hy  Tbeteui.  Tbej  m  mentiooed  m  insfanoei  of  gluttooy,  ■•  well  m  the 
Uefarewi* 
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fbmulioQ  of  the  »iil ;  and  sha«*  li> 
'  impreOBed  bj  tbe  taint  paaiooi  wbii 
'    Id  the  •evondi  and  lut  circle  inconti 

Chudty. 

The  houre 
For  unto 

The  sun  had  left,  and  to  the  Scorpion  night, 
Wherelbre  like  one  who  stays  not  in  his  speed. 

But  onward  strains,  whate'er  confi-out  hia  bnnr,  . 

If  stimulated  by  the  spur  of  need ; 
So  through  that  narrow  track  we  entrance  madct 

One  firet,  tbe  other  following  up  the  stur. 

Whose  narrowness  to  walk  abreast  forbade. 
As  tbe  young  stork  now  eleTates  the  wing. 

Eager  for  flight. — now  drops  it  in  despair. 

To  leave  the  nest  not  yet  adrenturing ; 
So,  swayed  alternately  between  desire 

And  fear  to  ask.  like  one  at  Inst  was  I, 

"Who  movea  bia  lips  already  to  inquire. 
My  father,  letting  not  oar  progress  nar 

Wscourse,  said  :  "  Let  the  tardy  arrow  fly. 

Since  thou  ba£t  drawn  the  bow  of  speech  so  fiir." 
Then  opened  I  my  lips— all  fear  subdued — 

And  thus  began ;  "  How  can  it  be  that  they 

Can  e'er  grow  thin  who  have  no  need  of  food  ?" 
"  If  thou  hadst  Blelesmr's  fate  recalled, 

"Who  wasted  with  the  wasting  torch  away, 

S.  "Tbe  sun  bod  poiacd  the  DieridiAD  tvoboun;  ind  tb«i mrridiui *it 
now  occupied  by  tbe  eoa«lel)>tiiiD  uf  Tnurua ;  in  which  u  (he  Scorptoo  li 
Oppodtv,  the  Isttor  wu  consfquently  at  the  meridiBD  of  ni^ht,"  Caij. 
3tO.  Hatioj;  eipnaaed  his  natoniBbnieat  si  the  leaunea  of  the  ipirTti.  (*ee 
xxiS.  M,  37)  Dute  mt  ]att  Tenturea  to  aak  bow  the;  who  require  ooi  food 
■hoold  H)  conanmc  amj.  Tbia  givea  rise  to  tha  foUonius  cuiioua  inveati- 
f:at)0D.  3i.  The  fatn  ordained  bia  life  ahonld  lait  u  long  m 

ihey  put  into  the  fire-     "  Dan[e  inteuda  to  abow,  that  u  Mela 
eoosumed  away,  not  bj  want  of  fnod,  but  by  tbe  decree  of  the  b 
by  dJTiDe  ordiiiance,  leannea  may  exiat  among  the  dudaBwhe  nqain 
nut  food.''     Lombardi  ' 
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This  doubt,*'  he  said,  **  had  not  th;^  mind  enthralled : 
And  hadst  thou  thought  how,  in  a  nurror  seen,  25 

Thine  image  doth  thy  every  turn  obey. 

What  now  seems  difficult,  had  easy  been. 
But  that  thy  mind  may  fully  rest  assured. 

See  Statius  here,  whom  I  entreat  and  pray. 

That  by  his  succour  may  thy  wounds  be  cured." 
*^  If  in  thy  presence,"  Statius  made  reply,  81 

^  The  eternal  prospects  I  to  him  unroll, 

Bear  with  the  excuse — I  cannot  thee  deny." 
He  then  began :  **  My  son,  if  thou  aright 

Beceive  my  words  m  thy  attentive  soul. 

They  to  the  doubt  proposed  shall  fiirmsh  light. 
Pure  blood,  reouired  not  by  the  thirsty  veins,  87 

But  which,  uke  remnant  of  superfluous  food 

Upon  a  table  overcharged,  remains. 
Within  the  deep  recesses  of  the  heart 

With  an  informing  virtue  is  endued. 

Like  tliat  which  life  doth  to  the  frame  impart. 
Perfected  more,  below  it  is  conveyed,  43 

And  thence  impelled,  until  at  last  it  flows 

Into  the  place  for  its  reception  made. 
The  one  receives  the  other— one  inclined 

To  act — the  other  passive — as  dispose 

The  heart's  recesstni,  where  it  is  refined. 
Then  meeting,  it  begins  to  operate,  49 

Coagulating  first ; — gives  life  anon 

To  that  it  brought  to  a  consistent  state. 
Become  an  active  faculty,  the  soul. 

Like  to  a  plant,  (diflerent  in  this  alone 

That  one  still  travels — one  hath  reach'd  its  goal) 
Continues  working,  moves  and  feels,  as  though  55 

Sea  spon^  it  were,  and  thence  acquires  the  art 

To  organize  the  powers  that  from  it  flow. 
Now  through  each  part,  my  son,  doth  wide  expand 

25.  The  meaning  it :  "  Af  the  reflection  of  •  form  in  •  mirror  onder- 
M»  the  Mme  modiflcmtiona  with  the  form  itself— eo  the  fchottlj  ahnde  or 
imsfre  of  the  bodj  is  affected  bj  the  change  of  the  soiU.**  2D.  t.^ . 

That  Sutius,  who  is  a  Christian,  maj  answer  jour  questions  relative  to 
the  union  of  the  soul  and  bod^.  31.  Statius,  before  he  oomplieA, 

apolofri<(ea  to  Virpl  for  prsinminf  to  become  a  teacher  in  his  presenct*, 
although  at  his  desire. 
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The  rirtue  issuing  &om  tbe  pareot'a  heart, 
Where  all  the  limbs  are  fDniied  bj  nature's  hand. 

But  how  the  creature  reason  doth  attain. 

Thou  see'st  not  jet:— here  one  more  wise  dian  tboo. 
Hath  erred  in  doctrine ;  taking  it  8a  piain.  -jt 

That  from  the  paasive  int«lloct  the  mind  S 

la  quite  distinct — because  he  saw  not  how  S 

An  organ  to  it  i^ould  be  well  assieoed.  J 

Open  thy  breast  to  what  I  now  explain : —  i 

When  in  the  embryo,  ere  man's  life  begin, 
liipens  a  perfect  structure  of  the  brain. 

The  primal  Mover  then  the  wonders  wrought 
By  nature  seea  delighted,  and  \rithin 
Breathes  a  new  breath,  with  highest  virtue  fraught. 

What  it  finds  active  there,  that  it  coUecti 
Into  itself,  and  forms  one  soul  which  lives, 
Perceives,  and  fe«U,  and  on  itself  reflects.  m 

And  that  tny  words  less  wonder  may  eicite,  fl 

See  how  the  gr^w  its  vinouB  juice  derives  jS 

From  the  sun's  raya  and  nil-pervading  light. 

When  I^cheeis  hath  finished  her  whole  line, 
Freed  from  the  flesh  the  spirit  bean  away 
The  human  powers  as  well  as  the  divine. 

The  others,  all,  as  'twere,  remaining  mute — 
Uemory,  intelligence,  and  will ; — and  they 
Are  rendered  far  more  active  and  acute. 

To  one  or  other  hank,  without  delay. 
Falls  of  itself  the  liberated  sprite. 
Then  first  acquainted  with  its  future  way. 

When  to  its  destined  place,  it  doth  arrive. 

The  informing  virtue  round  it  beams  as  bright 
As  round  its  membera  when  it  was  alive. 

And  as  the  air,  with  rain  when  hideu,  seoms 
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62.  Avirroea — who  Uni^hi  Ihal  then  it  out;  eat  uaivenal  mind  di*- 
bributrd  tbrou^hoal  tbe  humui  nice  ;  becsuHi  be  mv  aa  particular  ocfHt 
(u  tbe  eje  to  iLe  light)  asjigned  lo  the  inu-llwt,  comjdered  u  ni  ia^ 
vidusl  fucultj.  77-  "  Aa  the  heal  of  the  auQ,  rewbing  tbe  aiprvm 

bDmDim  or  tbe  viar,  cbanges  them  into  wine  ;  ao,  Statiiu  voald  inftr, 
the  ne*  Bptrit,  creatM  b;  God,  and  united  to  the  aeuBtire  toul,  rhmpa 
it  into  a  reawmii^c  •oul."    Lomhardi.  83.  I.t.  Either  to  tbe  bkak 

of  Acberon,  Inf.  iii.  123,  or  lo  tbal  of  the  Tiber,  Purg.  IL  101,  w^bttt  on 
iuairival,  tbeaoul  flntleanuiu  '--<  -■--^ — '-- 
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As  Plough  iriti  TariouB  coloura  it  were  dressed, 
Tbrtfush  the  reflection  of  the  solar  beams; 
ilius  dotn  the  circling  air  that  form  as«unke 
Upon  it  by  the  stnmger  tovl  iinpR'SBeil, 
Which  uow  arrive*  to  meet  its  filial  doom. 
And  like  uiito  a  flatne,  which  doth  pursue  97 

Fire,  wherewe'er  it  mores  to, — even  so 
The  soul  is  followed  by  its  figure  new. 
Since  its  own  image  it  powesseth,  hence 

'Tis  called  a  shade,  and  heucc  the  shades  we  know 
Are  gifWd,  e'en  to  sight,  with  every  sense. 
Henoe  speak  we — laugh  wc  ;  hence  thou  luayst  bt'lieve,  lOS 
We  utter  sighs,  or  pour  forth  bitt«'r  tears  — 
60  thou  throughout  the  mountain  may'st  perceive  — 
Ai  we  ore  moveo  by  passion  and  desire, 
In  correaponding  form  eat-h  shade  appears  ; 
And  this  the  cause  that  led  the>.>  to  inquire. 
How  drew  we  near  to  the  lost  circle,  there  109 

Our  esgvr  st^s  we  tow'rds  the  right  inclined. 
While  other  interest  employed  our  care. 
Forth  from  the  bunk  a  flame  was  seen  to  play  ; 
And  from  the  cornice  upward  rose  a  wind. 
Which  strongly  checkea  and  drove  the  fire  away  : 
Wlieuce  it  behoved  us  one  by  one  to  go  J15 

On  the  open  side: — here  hod  I  cause  to  f«ar 
The  ilamo— there,  dreaded  to  fall  down  below. 
H  sMy  guide  ptehiimed:  "  Now  must  a  tightened  rein 
^L      Be  kept  before  thine  eyes,  for  know  that  hero 
^B      Onc<>  tklling,  never  may  ye  mount  again." 
^■i**0  Ood  supreme  of  mercy  infinite,"  121 

^K     Was  ehaunled  then  trom  out  the  raging  flame, 
^^L    Which  made  inr  thither  bend  my  eager  sight, 
^■kmls  walking  through  the  fire  there  met  my  view ; 
^f'    Wherefore  to  mnkit  my  steps  with  their's  the  aune. 
My  looks  were  e'en  divided  'twist  the  two. 
The  Mtig  concluded — "  Not  a  man  1  know,"  1S7 

Aloud  they  niter;  when  they  recommence 


I  poatiml  Bolion,  but  t* 
at  raUipn."—  I,niiihatrdl. 
— hs*  Ihr  iiiiriii  ceuM 
Th*  wanb'  "  Sumnia    Itana  rJmvnti    ~ 
■  bymno(tb«Cbur(ita,«Bcrcd  up  for  chwiilj. 
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8R  FTBOATOKIO. 

The  fonner  hjnui  in  accents  soft  and  low. 
ThiB  finished — ttey  eiclaim  :  "  Within  the  wood 

Diana  kept,  and  chaaed  CalliBto  theitce, 

With  Cjtherea's  poisonous  drugs  imbued.'* 
Then  to  their  song  returning,  they  retiw 

Examples  old  of  men  and  women  chaste. 

By  Tirtue  ruled,  and  sacred  nuptial  rite. 
And  they,  I  ween,  continued  'in  this  mood 

During  the  time  the  fire  their  forma  embraced ; 

Sui^  care  is  needed,  and  such  sort  of  food 
To  heal  the  wound  for  which  they  hero  are  placed. 


I 


CANTO   XXVI. 

ARGUMEKT. 


The  eariotit;  of  tbe  sliades  lo  know  bav  Danle*s 
— On  hii  informing  ihem  be  ia  reklly  alive,  G 
Ua.  D>DI«'a  jo;  ta  meet  irtth  bim.  trhom  he  ijmk*  of  H  1 
in  poetry.  Giiidd  poinU  out,  and  acknavlHlga  the  (upuiori^ 
naud  ilir  ProceDi^l. 

"While,  one  before  the  other,  thus  we  went 
Around  the  margin— oft  the  master  said, 
"  Look  well ;  be  not  in  vain  my  caution  lent." 

The  sun  advancing  struck  me  on  the  right ; 
And  all  the  west,  by  his  fair  i»ys  o'erspread. 
Was  changing  now  its  azure  hue  for  white. 

My  shadow  made  the  beams  appear  to  glow 
Brighter  than  wont ;  and  at  such  prodigy- 
Came  flocking  many  a  shade  the  cause  to  know. 

This  first  it  was  which  to  the  spirita  gave 
Oocaaion  thus  to  hold  discourse  of  me ; 
"  No  fictioua  body  he  appears  to  hare  :" 

And  some  of  them  advancing  tow'rds  me,  came 
Near  as  they  could — with  eager  loot  intent, 
Le»t  haply  they  should  paas  &om  out  the  flame. 

"  O  thou  who  journoycat  on  behind  the  rest. 
Perhaps  not  slower,  but  more  reverent, 
Eeply  to  me,  by  thirst  and  fire  opprest : 

Not  for  my  sjike  alone  an  answer  grant ; — 

IS.  Sw  Dole  lo  luf.  lii.  13.  IS.  i.  *.  By  UurM  Itir 
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CAXTO  xxn.  2SI 

All  time  desire  it  with  h  thirat  more  keen 

Thttn  Indmn  who  for  rooUiig  stream  dotli  pant. 
Say  how  thou  inokcot  of  thyself  a  wall 

ig^BMt  the  sun,  as  though  thou  hadst  nut  been 

Caught  in  the  net  of  de&th,  &  cwtive  tlinill  ?" 
Hmu  one  beapotie  me.     I  h&d  straight  my  uame  2! 

B«vmled,  hut  for  the  wijih  I  fdt  to  view 

Aoother  novelty  ;  for  lo,  there  came 
Along  the  middle  of  the  burning  way. 

To  meet  the  fint,  a  second  party,  who 

Made  me  draw  up,  their  features  to  survey. 
On  either  hand  I  saw  them  haste  their  meeting,  3] 

And  kiss  each  one  the  other — pausing  not, — 

Contented  to  enjoy  so  short  a  greeting. 
Thus  du  the  aot«  among  their  dingy  band 

Face  one  another, — each  their  neighbour's  lot 

Haply  to  scan,  and  how  their  fortunes  stand. 
Tim  friendly  meeting  over — ere  they  start,  3'i 

Eadi  party  strides  the  other's  voice  to  drown ; 

the  one  vociferating  on  their  part — 
•  The  cities  of  the  pliun  ;"  while  the  other  cries — 

"That  bliss  her  monstrous  lover's  flame  might  crown, 

PaaiphaiB  assumed  a  base  disguise.'' 
Then  lilie  to  rraiies,  that  tome  unto  the  sands,  43 

And  some  to  tlie  Itipluean  mountains  Sy, 

Theac  frou)  tl>e  sun,  tlu«e  from  the  ice ; — the  hands, 
Dividing  thus,  or  conie,  or  baste  awav. 

While  wr<Tping  they  renew  their  former  cij, 

And  their  most  fittmg  and  appropriate  lay. 
And.  as  before,  tliey  unto  me  drew  ncai^-  u 

The  sanw  who  eret  addressed  to  me  a  prayer— 

Their  looks  betraying  n^st  desire  to  hear. 
I,  whn  had  tvrice  ohserv^  their  eager  mien. 

Began  ;  "  0  spirits,  ye  who  certain  are^ 

Sonte  futuf«  day,  a  slate  of  peace  to  win- 
Not  inimnture,  ur  by  old  ai>e  subdued,  SO 

An:  left  on  earth  my  bodily  remains; 

But  with  me  1  codtt)'  both  flesh  and  blood. 
To  cure  my  hiindnewi  1  aseend  this  stair  t 
A  Iiidy  hi^h  euthnmed  Hueh  gnu-e  obtains; 


Hence  through  tout  worid  my  mortal  frame  I  bear. 
ul  ninr  your  Ugne»t  hopes  be  shortly  rroiraed ;  61 

And  in  heaven's  blessca  mansions  may  ye  dwell — 
That  hearen  where  love  and  ampler  epace  abound, — 

Afl  ye  inform  me  who  ye  are,  and  who 

loat  multitude  (so  that  my  page  may  t«ll). 
Whom  passing  yondw  in  your  rear  I  view." 

like  to  an  inexperienced  mountain  clown,  6', 

Who  round  him  throws  a  dull  and  stupid  gaze. 
When  first  he  riaits  some  well  peopled  town — 

Such  waa  the  im^e  that  each  ehade  eipre»wed : 
But  when  they  had  o'ercome  that  wild  anutie, 
Which  soon  in  lofty  mind  is  laid  to  rest,— 

He  that  before  inquired,  begun  ^ain  :  ~ 

"  O  blessed  I  who,  to  live  more  Ttrtuoualy, 
Experience  of  our  country  wouldst  attain, — 

The  spirita  whom  we  meet  that  guilt  ineurred. 
Whence  os  he  rode  in  triumph  was  the  cry- 
The  opprohrioua  cry  of  '  Queen '  hy  Cmear  1 

Wherefore  on  parting, '  Weep  ye,'  they  exclaim 
Themselves  rebuking,  thus  to  make  the  fire 
The  more  intensely  felt,  by  adding  aluun& 

Of  great  enormitr  our  crime,  because. 
Following  like  beasts  oar  infamous  desire. 
We  broke  the  bonds  imposed  by  nature's  UwB. 

That  thus  our  own  disgrace  may  be  increaaed^  S5 

Departing,  we  repeat  the  name  of  her 
Wno  took  of  old  the  figure  of  a  beast. 

Our  actions  now  thou  knowest  and  our  crime ; 
Each  wouldst  thou  know  by  name,  and  who  w*  vew, 
I  conid  not  tell  thee,  neither  have  I  time: 

But  of  mjnelf,  be  fully  satisfied;  91 

Quido  am  I,  alloweil  such  early  grace. 
Because  I  deeply  sorrowed  ere  I  died." 

Like  to  Lyeurgus'  sons,  when  in  his  aadnen 
V ■ — — — 

71.  The  improvcmmt  of  htmwlf.  Danle  uOa  a*,  ««■  tbe  otjcai  af  Urn 
inutfiDiJ  joui»ry.  78.  ■■Gullin*  Cow  nbc^t,  KiBomrfw  O*- 

Hnm."     Sueloaiiu,  Lifa  of  Julius  Cour,  op.  49.  gj.  Odd* 

GgioiMlli.— Sn  boK,  li.  ^7.— PrniWtiM  before  demlb  enabled  him,  !■ 
»aj»,  to   enttr  Purgslorj  thus  rariy,  04.  Lvrurfrra,  eiaapnairi 

■iib  Hypi-pilc  fordrMrtioK  hi*  inbnt  aon  OrFli(4,  killrd  byaaa 
vhila  ibc  noil  to  show  the  Argiie  armj  ihe  river  laiijpi  ^tm 


rr^ 


Kiey  joyed  to  »ee  ag&in  tbeir  tnother'a  face, — 
So  ^givat,<  though  not  bo  manifeet,  my  gtaduesa, 

"When  Uttered  by  hiiuBelf,  my  father's  name  ! 

I  heard — the  father  too  of  thoee,  who  e'er 
By  their  Bweet  )oTe-songii  eained  them  higher  fame. 

SpeechleBs,  and  he&ring  nougut,  1  j^nsirc  wont 
Long  time — still  looking  on  his  fyaturea  dear ; 
Though  cloee  approae.h  the  burning  llames  prevent. 

And  whm  with  razing  I  mine  eyes  had  fed,  II 

I  offered  roe  aB  prwnpt  to  do  his  will. 
With  words  that  mi^t  not  be  discredited. 

Then  he :  "  Thy  loving  speech  hath  left  siu-h  trsiro 
Within  my  breast,  that  ne'er  can  Lethe's  rill 
Obscure  the  improMion,  or  its  stamp  efl'acc. 

But,  if  thy  solemn  tows  believed  may  be,  V 

Siy  why  thy  nreiy  look  and  accent  bear 
ToVens  of  love  and  kindness  unto  me  'i" 

"  The  eause,"  I  said,  "  in  in  your  pleasant  Btraini, 
Which  shall  their  Tery  cbaracten  endear. 
Long  as  the  language  now  in  use  remains." 

"  Tonikr  is  one,  0  brother,"  he  exclaimed,  1 

(And  with  his  finger  pointed  out  a  shade) 
"  In  the  maternal  tongue  more  justly  fiuned. 

In  lays  of  love  and  stories  of  romance 

Ho  both  excelled,  nor  cared  for  what  fools  uid, 
Who  wished  the  bard  of  Limogei  to  advance. 

To  •otmd,  man  than  to  truth,  they  lend  their  ear ;       1 
Thai  oonfirmation  to  their  judgment  giving, 
&«  art  or  reason  they  consent  to  hear. 

Ittnf  of  yore  Ouittone  thus  upheld — 
To  elevate  bis  rercutation  stnTingi 
Till  with  the  multitude  the  truth  prevailed. 

Aad  tf  thy  ample  privilege  permits  1 

That  to  the  cloister  thou  mayest  now  prooeod, 
Where  Christ  the  Abbot  of  the  college  sits, 

lit).  WBi  •bout  to  ilaj  bur,  when  bei  un*  Tboaa  ud  Biiaiasijiii  had 
iMithl  at  dadinir  bn,  tad  mriog  bet  Iron  [be  kioff *  rxnitSMit.    '8m^ 
SmUm,  Tbeb.  ill.  ksd  T.  97.  Dule  nU«  bin  "  fulhcr  "  u  bii  piw- 

4(nHir  and  iMtroctor  b  portry.  110.  Anuvd.  theoaUbfaMlrra- 

n«B|)  MM.  <Sm  liH  Mt.)  B»  *u  cooddornl  h^  HanW  (motor  In 
IM^mBAOamat  di  BMMil,«tb>.  bard  of  LiDusH."  IM,  PtMdiM. 
IMM  kkM  SHd  IB  iM  BCiciMi  MBW  o(  Abba,  Fklbor. 


PTTRCATOfilO. 


One  pat^noater  say  to  Him  for  me. 
As  far  as  we,  in  this  world  dwelling,  n 
Where  from  the  power  of  Binning  we  are  bte." 

Then  haply  anxious  to  make  room  for  one 

Who  near  him  Btood,  he  vanished  'mid  the  Sam^ 
As  dives  a  fish  in  water,  and  is  gone. 

Straight,  to  the  shade  he  pointed  out,  some  space 
I  nearer  drew,  and  be^ed  to  learn  that  name. 
For  which  my  wish  reserved  a  gracious  place. 

"  Such  pleasure  in  thy  courtesy  I  feel," 
With  open  heart  he  then  b^aii  to  aay, 
"  I  neither  can  nor  will  my  name  conceal.  « 

Amaud  am  I,  who  pass  this  ford  of  fire  i 

Mouming  my  follies,  and  behold  the  day  i 

In  prospect,  which  hath  kindled  my  desire. 

Now  by  that  worth  which  guidetb  thee  on  hi^i. 
Soon  as  the  fitting  time  is  come,  I  pray 
That  thou  assist  me  in  my  misery." 

Then  through  the  cleansing  fire  he  sped  away.  ^ 


I 


CANTO   XXTIL 


Id  tlie  hopeof  obaiiungBBifht  of  Beatrice,  Dante  foltovi  Vapl  btothi 
flung.  He  puHoi  thnnigb  it  unliurt — repoK*  dnriag'  nigbl  so  tbeOFpt 
or  &  IoIVf  Btait— Hud  In  «  dreun  teta  Le»b  ud  Rachel.  B*f  hin;  thr 
■Dmmit  of  UiP  itur,  DaoM  ii  infgmifd  b;  Tiipl  tluK  Beuiioe  DtBH  be 
bii  guids  in  future. 

The  Bun  was  darting  now  his  earliest  beam,  1 

There  where  hia  great  Creator's  blood  was  shed, 
(High  Libra  sinking  under  Ebro's  stream. 

And  noontide  fervour  seorching  Gangea'  flood) 
So  that  where  then  I  was,  day  'gan  to  fiule, 
When  in  our  presence  QoA'n  glad  Angel  stood. 

Upon  the  brink  ne  stood  beyond  the  flame ;  7 

And,  "  Blessed  are  the  pure  iu  heart,"  he  chaunted. 
In  voice  that  mortal  clearness  overcame  ; 

Then : — "  Pass  not  on  imtil  the  fire  hath  stung, 

131.  Lf.  iihi  U"  1ml  lu  naliniD  lemptatioo."    See  cmlo  iL  tS. 
vuituiriwalJ<ruiiiltin,iDid-dn3'iD  lDdia,B 
!t  wbsre  Cfae  povls  mn  were." — Bofd. 


CAiiTO  xxTn.  jlt68 

Ye  holy  Bpirits !  enter  it  undaunted. 

And  lifltattentivelj  to  what  ia  sung.** 
Aa  we  approached  the  Angel,  thus  he  aaid :  13 

And  I,  desirous  to  obey,  became 

Like  to  a  man  who  in  the  tomb  is  laid. 
Upward  my  hands,  toother  claspNed,  I  raised ; — 

Tor  fiuicj  pictured  m  the  flowing  flame 

Those  human  forms  on  which  I  oft  hare  gased* 
The  good  conductors  turned  around  to  me ;  19 

And  Virgil  said :  '*  Although,  my  son,  'tis  true 

Torture  may  here  exist— -death  cannot  be. 
Bemember,  oh !  remember ; and  if  I 

On  G^ryon's  back  once  led  thee  safely  through. 

How  much  more  now — approaching^  God  so  nigh  ? 
Know  certainly,  that  though  within  this  fire  25 

A  thousand  years  or  more  thou  wert  to  stand, 

Forth  each  particular  hair  should  come  entire : 
And  if  perchance  thou  think'st  my  words  deceive, 

Draw  near,  and  with  thy  garment*s  hem  in  handy 

Make  trial  of  it,  and  thou  must  believe. 
Cast  every  fear,  cast  every  fear  away ;  81 

Turn  hither,  and  with  confidence  come  on  :** 

Still  firm,  against  conviction,  did  1  stay. 
When  thus  he  saw  me  fixed  and  stubborn,  he. 

Somewhat  incensed,  exclaimed :  *'  Behold,  my  son, 

This  wall  divideth  Beatrice  and  thee." 
As  Pyramus  in  death  unclosed  his  eye  37 

At  Thisbe's  name,  and  viewed  that  face  so  dear, 

(What  time  the  mulberry  took  its  purple  dye) 
So,  my  obduracy  subdued,  1  pressed 

Close  to  my  guide,  her  name  alone  to  hear. 

Which  freshly  springs  for  ever  in  my  breast. 
Whereat  his  head  ne  shook,  as  thus  he  said :  43 

**  How !  stay  we  here  P"  then  smiled  on  me,  aa  though 

A  child  I  were,  by  apples  captive  led. 
Within  the  fire  then  first  he  t<X)k  his  place, 

Entrfating  Statins  last  to  enter,  who    , 


f$,  OoTon  WM  tha  momter  who  earned  Virg^il  and  Dante  on  hb  back, 
from  the  aeveath  to  the  eif^hth  circle  of  the  Inferno,  zvii.  91. 
JS.  i.  #.  Tbia  fame  ia  the  only  obatacle  between  thee  and  Beatrice.  Virgil 
W«B  kaaw  the  effect  of  the  mttre  mention  of  her  name.  44.  t.#.  "  ShaU 

hart,  whea  W0  ara  to  near  Beatrice  r 


9H  prBGATOBio. 

Before  divided  ue  no  little  space. 
"When  entered — to  relieve  me  from  the  heat^ 

I  fain  bad  thrown  me  into  liquid  glass ; 

The  rage  of  the  combuetioa  was  so  great. 
Mv  gracious  father,  to  encourage  me, 

biscouTBed  of  Beatrice,  as  on  we  pass, 

Eiclaiming,  "  Now  I  seem  her  eyes  to  see." 
A  Toioe  bej[ond  conducted  us  along. 

Till,  issuing  from-the  flames,  we  reached  the  Btaiz^ 

Attentive  onlv  to  that  heavoJj-  song. 
"  Come,  O  ye  blessed  of  my  Father,"  sounded 

Forth  &om  within  a  hgbt  so  dazzling  fair. 

That  its  effiilgence  all  my  sense  confounded. 
"  Tlie  sun,"  it  added,  "  sinks,  and  eve  is  nigh ; 

Linger  not  here,  but  swift  pursue  your  way, 

Ere  night  arriTing  shrouds  the  western  aky." 
Strait  rose  our  npward  pathway  through  the  BtoDe, 

In  such  direction  that  I  broke  the  ray, 

Which  from  the  weary  sun  was  feebly  thrown. 
And  but  few  steps  of  that  high  stair  were  passed. 

When  we  perceived  the  sun  had  sunk  to  rest. 

Since  on  the  ground  no  shadow  now  was  cast. 
And  ere  that  night  had  o'er  the  horizon  spread. 

Through  all  its  spacious  bounds,  her  sombre  leo^ 

And  one  unvarying  hue  on  all  things  shed, 
A  step  his  pillow  each  of  ns  had  made ; 

For  with  the  wish,  the  very  power  to  dimb, 

The  nature  of  the  mount  itself  forbade. 
Like  goat?,  that,  having  o'er  the  crags  pursued 

Their  wanton  sports,  now  quiet  pass  the  time 

In  ruminating — sated  with  their  food, 
Bcnciith  the  shade,  while  glows  the  sun  on  lugh —  T9 

Watched  by  the  goatherd  with  unceasing  ozi^ 

As  on  his  staff  he  leans  with  watchful  eye ; — 
And  like  a  Bhe|>lierd  who,  the  night  throughont. 

Dwells  by  hia  peaceful  flock  i'  the  open  air, 

Watching  lest  oeaats  should  put  them  to  the  roat ; 

S4.  "Ptnaurt  ehdiioI  1m  ibund  in  sny  oCber  tlking  bctow  mit  hiiMD- 

tciiipt*tiDg  ibrWFjHund  thii  amile For  in  tbu  '— *■  -'"r  ti  hii^B 

perfiction  mtained,  i.^.the  prrffciion  ot 

in.  cap.  IS.  M-  Si.  Ualiheir,  ixv.  3i.     Thaewordsai 

tiw  Aagtl,  an  ihroDdid  in  bb  own  aSalgi  '  ~ ' 
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Thus  on  the  pftvement  all  wo  three  were  lyings  85 

I — ^like  the  goat,  and  like  to  shepherda  they,^- 
The  rock,  on  either  aide,  a  flank  aupplying. 

But  little  from  without  appeared  in  Bight, — 
That  little,  yet  sufficient  to  diaplay 
The  8tan  more  larse  than  usual,  and  more  bright. 

Thus  ruminating,  and  on  these  intent,  pi 

Sleep  seized  me — sleep,  which  oft,  presaging,  knows 
Of  things  to  come,  or  ere  arrive  the  event. 

It  was  the  hour,  when  on  the  mount,  I  deem, 
Her  early  radiance  Cytherasa  throws. 
She  who  for  ever  bums  with  love's  warm  beam,— 

When,  in  a  dream,  a  lady  fair  and  young  97 

Methought  I  saw  advancing  o*er  a  mead. 
And  flowers  collecting;,  aa  these  words  she  sung : 

^  Be  it  known  to  any  who  my  name  demands, 
That  I  am  Leah,  thus,  as  I  proceed. 
Weaving  a  garland  with  these  beauteous  hands. 

I  deck  me  for  my  pleasure  at  the  glass ;  103 

But  Bachel  from  her  mirror  never  stirs, — 
Before  it  wont  the  live  long  day  to  pass : 

She  takes  delight  in  viewing  her  uir  eyes, 
And  Contemplation's  pUcid  joys  are  hers  ; 
While  mine  trom  active  occupation  rise.*' 

Now  broke  the  streaks  that  tell  the  approach  of  day,   109 
(Grateful  to  pilgrims  most,  who  spurn  repose, 
Betuming  home,  upon  their  lessening  way) 

And  on  each  side  the  shadows  vanished  o'er  me— 
My  slumber  with  them ;  when  I  quickly  rose. 
Seeing;  the  mighty  masters  risen  before  me. 

"  Tliat  most  delightful  fruit,  of  which  in  quest  115 

Man  M^arclies  through  so  many  boughs  with  care, 
This  day  shall  lull  thy  keen  desire  to  rest.'* 

Thciie  words  from  Virgd  with  delight  I  heard ; 
And  never  gift,  how  beautiful  soe'er, 
On  the  receiver  equal  bliss  conferred. 

Desire  upon  desire  to  climb  the  height  121 

So  came  upon  me,  that,  each  step  I  gained, 

91.  Le.  Intent  on  oootempUiting  th«  uniMual  sitleodour  of  tbo  fCan, 
101.  Lrmh,  the  perwmification  of  aotive  li£e — hn  Mter  lUchi^l,  of  eontcBr 
plative  life.  1 15.  The  "  promiaed  fruit,**  (laf.  xri.  62,)  ut.  true  b«ppi- 

AMi,  vtinlj  looffat  smoof  the  deceitful  sud  periahftble  thin|;t<iC  tluA  V«AAu 
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I  felt  the  wings  eipaud  to  aid  my  flight. 

Swiftly  we  moimted  up  the  ascent ;  aiid  wtien 
The  siimmit  ol"  the  Htair  we  had  attaliiedL 
Tirgil  regarded  me  with  eaniest  ken. 

And  said :  "  The  fire«  buth  temporul  aiul  eteme. 
Son,  boat  thou  eeea ;  now  in  a  place  art  thou, 
■Where  I,  unaided,  can  no  more  diai-em : — 

Thus  {ar  with  art  and  skill  thy  steps  IVe  urged ; 
Take  then  thy  pleasure  for  thiue  escort  now — 
Forth  of  the  steep  and  narrow  ways  emerged. 

Behold  the  sun  upon  thy  forehead  thrown — 
Behold  the  trees,  the  flowers,  of  every  hue. 
In  this  moet  happy  soil  spontaneous  sown. 

Here  mayat  thou  stray,  or  rest  beneath  the  shade. 
Till,  bright  with  joy,  those  eyes  shall  greet  thy  vie 
Which,  late  suffused  with  t^rs,  implored  my  aid. 

No  more  e^iect  or  sign  or  word  from  me ; 

Thy  will  henceforth  is  upright,  free,  and  sound  j 
To  Blight  its  impulse,  were  a  sin; — then  be 

Lord  o'er  thyself, — be  mitred,  and  be  crowned." 


n 


CANTO    XXTIIL  ^M 

Aninng  ■■  the  lommit  of  tbe  DKumtaia,  Duite  eaten  On  tonal  of  ike 

leirMiid  Pursdue.  Oo  Uie  oppoaite  buak.  of  Iba  rirer  Letbe,  be  behold* 

UaltJda  ^ibcriDgr  flovers  u  «be  (inga.    Sbs  ejcplkioi  tbe  prapertiai 

of  tba  fhiiu  belDngiog  to  Uiia  delicious  regioa. 

Eaoeb  that  heavenly  forest  to  survey,  1 

"Whose  living  verdure,  grateful  to  the  eve. 

Tempered  the  fervour  of  the  new  bom  oaj — 

Waiting  no  more,  I  left  the  rocky  bound. 

Over  the  plain  proceeding  tardily. 

Whose  fi-agnuit  soil  breathed  odoun  all  aromid. 

A  pleesant  air  that  ever  blew  the  same, 

le?.  Tbe  fire  of  Pur^lar;  and  of  Hell.  137.  i.  a. 'HU  llie  mini 

of  Beatcioc — Tbe  more  la  eicile  Danle,  Tirfril  calk  to  hia  mnDorr  tba 
kind  and  affeotionate  manoer  in  whicb  she  fint  undertook  to  aarist  him, 
aUndin^  lo  tbe  luf.  ii.  1 16.  im,  i  t.  "  Now  (hou  art  ibina  am 

AaatiT,  trvt  frem  the  boadage  of  ina,  and  pmseeUD^  Kmad  Tiew  of 
relurion,  1  inreat  Ibee  wilh  tbe  inajg^iaofpoiper,  boili  ctTilandrc" 

1 ,  The  teiTeatrial  pindise,  or  abode  of  out  fint  paraot 
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the  impulse  of  a  gpntle  wiod, 
"With  mild  impreasion  o'er  my  forehead  «ime  ; 
By  which  the  leaves,  all  trembling  as  they  were 
Before  the  tephyr,  to  that  side  inclined 
Where  ghadowsfrom  the  mountain  first  appear. 
Tet  were  tber  not  bo  bent  belbrc  the  breene,  1 

But  that  the  little  birds  in  many  a  throng 
Thi-'ir  several  arts  pursued  amid  the  trees; 
And,  full  of  gladnEw.  as  they  poui«d  their  throata, 

liBtled  the  sweet  hours  ot  prime,  those  leaves  among   , 
Which  kept  hannonioua  murmur  with  their  notes ; 

Bren  such  a  mnrmur  as  from  tree  to  tree  1 

Buns  thrmigh  the  piny  grove  on  Chiasii'a  shore. 
When  -^luH  liath  set  Sirocco  free 

Row  had  I  tardily  advanced  such  space 
Within  that  audent  forest,  that  no  more 
The  point  where  I  had  entered  could  I  tnce. 

And  lo.  a  stream  my  fiirtber  course  denii>d,  3 

Which,  on  the  left  houd,  with  it«  httle  ware 
Bent  down  the  herboce  springing  at  its  side. 

All  waters  here  on  earth  most  pure  and  bright 
Some  miiture  in  them  would  appear  to  have. 
Compared  with  this,  concealing  nought  from  Bight. 

And  yrt  it  moved  in  darkneas  on  its  way,  8 

Dark,  in  the  depth  of  that  perpetual  abade 
Which  sun  nor  moon  e'er  pierced  with  entering  nj. 

I  checked  my  steps,  and  travelled  with  mine  ere 
Aaron  the  stream,  to  view  the  trees  arrayca 
In  all  their  fresh  and  rich  rtaietj. 

And  there  appeared  to  me  (an,  tudden  brought  ff 

To  view,  some  atarthng  object  bos  the  power 
Throush  wonder  to  divert  each  other  thought)  ' 

A  lady  ul  alone ;  who  roved  about 

Singing,  as  she  selected  flower  from  flower, 
With  which  her  pathway  painted  was  throughout, 

"  0  beauteous  lady,  who  fij'U  surely  art  43 

Irradiate  with  the  fire  of  love's  own  beam, 

80.  "  0«  tbe  aborr  of  lb*  AdtMtio,  nou  RaTKDiiB.  fgrmvrl;  Wwd  Chi. 
md.  «r  CluM.  DBW  imOojei.  Tbtt  grove  of  pinn  lUll  giwu." — Lms. 
tanli.  St.  Tb*  tnrt  UlU.    Sm  Ubh  137,  1.10.  4n.  Haiflda. 

tm  OiBto  ziiiil.  119,    Bba  !■  lupiuHd  to  be  m  uaed  in  boaour  o(  lfa« 
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itstzeun,-  ^^ 


If  I  may  trust  those  signs  that  epeak  the  heu^' 

Be  it  thy  pleasure  to  approach  so  Dear," 

I  titua  wldressed  her,  "  tow'rds  this  pleasant 
That  I  the  purport  of  thy  song  may  hear. 

Fair  Proserpine  thou  to  my  mind  doal  bring, 

And  that  most  beauteous  meadow  where  ehe  roved. 
When  by  her  mother  lost,  she  lost  the  spring." 

Like  to  a  lady  turning  in  the  dance. 

Foot  before  foot  from  earth  so  slightly  moved, 
That  scarce  perceptible  is  her  adinni* ; — 

60  'mid  those  flow'reta  of  the  richest  dyea. 
Crimson  and  gold,  to  me  she  turned  around. 
Like  yirgin  &ir  who  veils  her  modest  eyes, 

And  by  her  presence  satisfied  my  prayer ; — 
Approaching  me  so  near,  that  with  the  sound, 
I  caught  the  meaning  of  her  heavenly  air. 

£ea<;hing  a  spot  where  now  the  herbage  green 
Was  watered  by  that  c'lear  perennial  stream, 
Graeiona  she  raised  on  me  her  lovely  eyne, 

80  radiant — that  when  Tenua  felt  the  blow 
Her  son  infiicted  unawares,  I  deem 
Flashed  not  her  eyes  with  such  celestial  glow. 

From  the  right  bank  on  me  a  amile  she  threw. 
Scattering  more  6ow'ret8  from  her  gentle  hands. 
Which  in  that  lofty  realm  spontimeouB  grew. 

The  stream  between  ua  ran  three  pacea  wide ; 
But  not  the  Hellespont,  which  Xerxes'  bands 
Opposed, — for  the  restraint  of  human  pride — 

Was  by  Lender  with  more  hatred  viewed, 
'Twut  Seatos  and  Abjdoa  deeply  flowing — 
Than  this,  which  my  impatient  step  withstood. 

"  Strangers  are  ye,"  she  thus  her  speech  began ; 
"And  it  may  oe,  unto  my  smiles  'tis  owing, 
That  in  this  place,  the  chosen  neat  of  man, 

Sontewhat  of  doubt  and  wonder  fills  your  mind ; 
But  let  the  paalm, '  Thou  makest  mo  glad,  O  Lord,' 


49.  EipUinedby  lombardilo  me«n  tho"pwpelnuniTcr"i>f  Orid,  t*. 
the  verdant  r^ion  from  vhich  she  ns  naiefaeil  by  Plulo.  Gu  iraua. 
ftr.  Lon,  It.  S68.  64.  When  Vniiu  vu  eumoured  of  Adani*. 

80.  "  POr  thou.  Lord,  hut  made  me  ^lu]  throof  h  lb;  worka,  and  I  will 
KToieg  in  ginn;  pniw  for  the  opentiDna  of  Ibj'  baudi." — Pwlm  mb.<. 
"  Tbit,  mj  Kms,"  ■)■*  *'J*i "  viil  oulde  71m  to  pHreeiTa  tin  n 
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CIHTO   XIVIII. 

Bnnove  thp  doud  that  doth  your  reAaon  blind* 

And  thou  in  front,  who  didat  entreat  nic — sny 
If  aught  to  inform  thee  else  I  may  afford  ; 
For  prompt  I  came,  thy  doubts  to  clear  away." 

"This  Btream,"  I  anewenil,  "and  this  leafy  sound, 
With  what  I  lately  heard  both  diaaiiree ; 
And  the  discordance  doth  my  mind  confound." 

*  The  reason  of  thv  wondennent,"  she  said, 
"  More  fully  will  I  now  relate  to  thee. 
And  clear  this  mist  that  is  around  then  spread. 

The  Good  Supreme,  who  in  himseU' alone 

I>ehf;htetb,  made  man  good,  and  cnTe  this  pkce 
A  pledge  of  endlcas  peace : — the  unit  his  own, 

If  in  such  blcwwd  reahn  his  Btav  waa  short, — 
Choosing  a  life  of  sorrow  and  diaigracc. 
Instead  of  virtuous  smiles  and  gladsome  sport. 

That  all  the  changes  which  arise  below, 
Through  exhalations  of  the  land  or  sea, 
Which  tow'rda  the  sun  continually  flow, 

Might  not  disturbance  here  to  man  create. 

High  is  the  mountain  reared,  and  hence  is  free 
From  change,  within  the  limits  of  the  gatP. 

Now.  since  the  air  all  moves  in  circling  course,  1 

Obedient  to  the  primal  impulse  giTen, 
Unleati  restrainea  in  part  by  caaiial  force ; 

Thus  duth  the  living  air  that  flows  around 
This  lofty  region,  in  strong  current  driven. 
Bun  through  the  leafy  wood  with  miimiuring  sotinil. 

Thenctt  a  new  power  derive  the  wafted  leaves ;  1 

And  this,  imparted  to  the  circling  breeze. 
On  all  nides  round  is  carried : — hence  conceives. 

By  powerful  influence  wrought,  the  nethi-r  earth ; 
Juid,  as  the  soil  and  cUme  diBnase,  to  trees 
Of  various  kind  and  quality  gives  birth. 

The  fact  eiplained — thou  shouldst  not  marvel  then,      1 
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K  iome  new  phnt  in  future  there  take  root, 
Whose  etM.-d  laay  not  appear  to  huniau  ken: 
For  know,  the  sacred  ground  on  which  we  stiiDd. 
Bean  planti^  spontjiueous,  and  t'at;h  sort  of  fruit, 
■       Sot  plucked  trom  trees  that  grow  in  yonder  land. — 
The  Btreams  thou  seest  spring  not  &oin  earthly  vein,     121 
Supplied  by  mists  that  reconverted  fall. 
Like  rilt  that  spent  renetrs  its  strength  again ;  i      ■ 

But  issue  from  a  never-failing  source,  ■ 

Bepleniahed  by  the  will  of  God  with  all  H 

They  pour  on  either  side  along  their  course :  ^ 

On  thiB  hand,  able — such  the  power  assigtied —  127 

To  take  away  the  memory  of  iin  ; 
On  that— to  eaU  each  virtuous  deed  to  mind  ; 
This,  l*the  named— that  Eunoe:— but  until 
The  streams  on  either  band  have  tasted  been. 
They  fail  their  proper  object  to  fulfil. 
AH  other  flavouia  this  dotb  for  excel ;  133 

And  though  no  more  I  should  explain  to  thee. 
Thy  former  thirst  may  sated  be  full  welL 
A  corollary  will  I  add  beside ; 

Nor  will  my  words,  I  deem,  less  pleasing  be. 
Should  more  than  I  have  promised  be  supplied. 
The  bards,  whose  fabling  verse  in  ancient  tune 
Painted  the  age  of  gold,  the  state  of  bliss. 
Dreamt  in  Parnassus  of  this  heavenly  clime ; 
For  here  man's  race  was  innocent  f — here  spring 
Perpetual  blooms,  with  every  fruit,— and  this 
The  nectar  of  whose  praise  all  poets  sing." 
Around  1  turned  again  to  either  bard,  ] 

And  in  their  couutentuices  saw  betrayed 
The  smile  with  which  her  closing  words  they  heard; 
Then  bent  my  sight  upon  the  beauteous  maid. 


CANTO    XXIX. 

ABOUMEHT. 


ne  po«t  kMpa  pan  with  Hitelda  Btang  tbe  oppiwite  bank  of  Qhi 
Lelbv.     TliF  fans   » illamiiuk'd  b;  a  tadd<^  flash,  and 
meliKl}'  ia  btanl.     A  )inic««oa  fuUowE,  in  vhicb  «  n-ium 
Onwn  hj  a  irriffln. 

Ai  though  by  love  inspired — ter  heavenly  lay 
To  its  kat  cadcace  sang  tWt  Lady  lair ; 


"  Blemed  tn  thooe  whose  sios  are  waahed  away :" 
And  like  to  oympfag  advauidue  oue  by  ouc 
Aloiig  the  Hylvan  shade — with  atudiuua  care, 
Some  to  avoid,  and  some  to  meet  the  uuu  ; 
So  ehe  against  the  river  upward  wout, 

Following  the  bank ;  wliile  I  with  her  kept  pace, — 
Bj  her  ahort  it^  to  meaeure  taino  intent. 
If  ot  fitly  paces  had  we  made  our  way, 

\\Ticn  both  the  bonks  took  auch  a  turn — my  face 
Caught  the  reflectioo  of  the  eastern  ray. 
Sur  liad  we  tar  at  equal  distaDco  sped. 
When  in  a  moment  turning  round  to  me, 
"  Look,  brother,  look,  and  hear,"  the  Ladv  said. 
And  lo !  shot  suddenly  throughout  the  wood 
A  flash  of  Bucli  eurpaasinc  brilliancy, 
Methought  it  must  be  lightning  that  I  viewed. 
But  because  lightning  with  the  speed  it  came, 
Di'parts,  while  this  grow  more  aad  more  intense, 
"  What  can  it  be  f "  I  to  mj'self  exclaim. 
Then  through  the  glowing  air  waa  sweetly  sent 
A  strain,  bo  rari^ihing  to  mortal  tense. 
It  made  me  Eve's  audacity  lameut; — 
That  when  both  heaven  and  earth  obedient  were, 
Womau  alone,  and  she  but  juat  created, 
I{<'l\ued  the  veil  of  ignorance  to  bear ; 
To  which  hod  she  submitted  patiently, 
O  bow  estended,  how  much  antedated 
Had  been  tbeae  joya  inefiabla  1     While  I 
Wh  wandering  nich  prinueval  fruits  among 
Of  tbo  Eternal  Love,  in  thought  profound, 
And  on  the  hope  of  further  pleoDurea  hung;— 
^Sefore  us.  'ueath  the  verdant  boughs  appeared 
Tlw  air  on  tiro ;  and  what  seemed  first  a  sound, 
DirtitiHly  now  in  sweetest  songs  was  heard. 
)  holy  Virgins,  for  your  sake  if  I 
Have  ever  ■uS'erea  hunger,  watching,  cold. 
Now  grant  your  aid  in  my  necessity. 
Arough  me  let  Hclicona  pour  her  spriugs  i 
f  Audmay  Urania'*  choir  divine  uiifold 

Verxe  suit'.'d  to  Diy  high  imaginings. 
y  litUe  ill  uilvniiea  1  sernicd  to  view 
^  Sevcu  Uix*  of  gold,  which  at  auch  diatAQC*  la;, 
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That  thOTigL  nnrea],  thej-  npprared  aa  true. 

But  when  I  came  ho  tu^or,  tliat  I  L-uutit  trace 
The  farm  whose  general  Beinblani'e  led  asCny, 
(Ita  Uueameats  no  mow  obscured  by  space) — 

That  power  which  usto  reB«m  speech  supplies 
Seven  candelabra  recogiii):«d,  and  e'en 
Could  hear  the  itrain  "  Hosaima."— On  mine  eyes 

That  object  fair  ehone  brighter  than  the  moon. 
When  through  the  silence  of  the  blue  serene 
She  walka  at  midnight  in  her  highest  noon. 

With  an  admiring  and  astonished  gaze 
I  turned  to  Virgil ;  and  the  bard  replied 
By  look  no  less  o'erburden'd  with  amaxe. 

These  glorious  things  I  then  egntn  survey. 

Which  moved  so  slowly  tow'rds  us  that  a  brids 
Had  e'en  outstripped  them  on  her  nuptial  day. 

The  Lady  cried  to  me  :  "  Why  is  thy  mind 
So  wholly  on  those  living  lustres  stayed. 
That  thou  r^nrdest  not  what  come*  behind  P" 

They  seemed  to  he  the  leaders  of  a  band 

That  closely  followed  them,  in  white  arrayed; — 
Such  whiteucsB  never  seen  in  mortal  Uod. 

The  water  sparkled  with  the  living  beam, 
And  on  the  letl,  as  in  a  mirror,  gave 
My  form  reflected  in  the  glassv  stream. 

Wlien  onward  to  a  distant  spot  1  drew, 
Where  nought  divided  us  eicept  the  wave, 
1  checked  my  steps  to  gain  a  clearer  view  ; 

And  saw  the  flames,  advancing,  leave  the  air 
Painted  behind  them ;  and  they  seemed  to  glide 


60.  What,  at  a  diataocr.  finl  appeared  "  ■  Omib  of  li^tniDf,'  (luM 

fluie  44,1  on  Diule's  approacliinji:  !till  uearer,  tuna  oul  (o  be  tetvD  tma- 
delsbn.  "  And  there  were  ivyai  Umpa  of  fire  liuniin(r  hefan  the 
throne,  vhich  ant  the  tmxea  apiril*  of  God,"  Itev.  ic.  A.  Tbey  are  alv 
called  "flame*,"  line  73.  61.  Indicslian  ofour  SaTicnir'aapTiroach, 

line  107.  65.  "  And  ooe  af  the  elden  uswered,  ujiag  unto  >M : 

What  are  thae  which  are  arniynl  in  while  rab«>!..Bad  be  laid  unto  a>e: 
Thcwarethrj  which  canie  out  uf  grmltiibulatioo,  andhiTe  aadted  tbcir 
robes,  aiid  made  ihem  white  in  the  blood  of  the  Lmiib.  Tbfnhn  «n  tlwy 
lurfore  the  throne  of  Qod,  and  wrve  him  day  and  oight  m  hii  taoiria.' 
Iltv.  rii.  13,  II,  16,  "^ 


i 
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Jla  if  e'en  bumen  drawn  alooe  they  weiv  : 

m  Btre&ks  remained  above,  whidi  ehoQO 

With  the  Mune  colours  all  diversified, 

Tirhenec  Phiebua'  bow  is  fomi'd,  and  Delia's  lone. 
Tho«e  strcameni  further  than  mine  eye  could  reach 

Weiv  floBting ;  and,  to  judge  of  the  outer  two, 

Ten  paces  Bou&rat«d  eAco  Emm  each. 
Under  so  beautiful  a  canopy 

Twenty-four  eldera  then  approached  in  riew, 

Br  pain,  their  temples  crowned  with  flcur-de-lia, 
"  0  nlcMcd,  thou,"  they  sang,  "  above  the  rest 

Of  Adam's  daughtera  I  thou  who  art  endued 

With  beauty,  mayet  thou  ervennore  be  blest  1" 
Soon  as  the  flawprHs  and  cool  herbs,  that  decked 

Tbe  built  opiKMed  t«  that  on  which  I  atood, 

Were  cleared  of  that  most  holy  troop  elect  j 
As  light  in  heaven  succeeds  to  light,  so  now 

Four  animals  succeeded  to  them  close ; 

And  round  their  heads  each  wore  a  verdant  bough. 
Eftch  with  cix  wings  was  plumed ;  and  every  ptumo 

Wa*  ftOI  of  eyes — such  eyes  as  would  be  taoeo 

Of  Argus,  could  they  life  again  asnune. 
To  paint  their  form,  more  rhymes  I  may  not  spare ; 

For  other  mattt^r  urges  me~>o  strooK. 

That  on  this  mibject  I  most  needs  fomttr. 
But  read  Bsclncl.  who  di»crib«8  their  coarse, 


7S.  8m  HodU.  PfopaM.  ii 


HvfUwlH 


hriihtnai  rniind  ■ 
!■  ftorjotlha  Lord.' 


B  PraaelJa.  78.  "  Ai  Ihn  appMr-  1 

d  In  th«  ilaj  ofnin,  »  «u  ihv  uppcar*  I 
Mit.    Tliia  nu  the  ippesrHiM  of  ll 

KHkirl  L  S8.  83.  •'  Ai  - 

Ritj  van :  and  opon  tbi  mm 


UbniMB  of  tb<  f\ 
■beol  llw  (hrsM  w 
fcw  and  ivtolj  e\dm  (iltinK,  pIdUici 
mtt^o  T.  a,  Hi  li.  16,  17.     Tb(7  an  uul  to  rtprMcnl  Ibc  (wcntj-Aur 
boAa  oflim  Old  TaMament.  Pt.  The  laiir  bmla  or  riisraUm  wT 

1  asd  t^L  John.—"  And  Ibeir  whole  bodj,  uid  their  baoki,  and 
■ir  wiajn,  aud  the  whMl)  verc  full  of  ijra  roaai 
I.     **  And  the  foiir  brwu  had  THh  of  Ihetn  aiivlofo 
RBtklMi  and  Ibrjr  ««ra  fullof  irra  vithis  ;  and  Ihrjr  nal  not  da;  awl 
'lol*.  holy,  holy,  l^ird  Clod  Almiirhty,  vhicti  wia,  and  *, 
■   R«*.  I*.  8,  100.  '■  And  I  luolud.  aod  behold,  a 

'  out  of  Ihaoonh.  a  Ktml  aloud,  and  a  Hra  unfoldiig  hhIT 
Ihn  mldit  thereof  tame  the  liktiua  «f  four  liting  en^ 
•  Eokul  1-  4,  i. 


As  from  the  north  he  eaw  them  come  aloO^ 

With  clouil,  and  fin-,  and  whirlwind's  sweeping  force 
And  Bueh  was  their  appearance  here,  as  he  li 

Describes  them,  save  the  pinions — these  St.  John 

Makes  somewhat  different,  and  agr.i's  with  me. 
The  space  within  the  four  n  car  contained. 

Which  to  a  Orifiba's  neck  attached,  moved  on, 

Br  two  triumphal  wheels  aloft  sustained. 
TIpward  between  the  central  band  and  those 

On  each  eide,  three,  his  either  wing  he  reared; 

And  from  the  flapping  thus  no  harm  arose. 
So  high  tbej  mount<Ml  that  they  baffled  sight : 

Hia  limbs  were  gold  as  &r  as  he  was  bird ; 

And,  with  TennUion  mixed,  the  rest  were  white. 
Not  Borne  her  AMcanus  e'er  adorned. 

Or  her  Augustus,  with  a  car  so  fair ; 

And  e'en  the  sun'e,  compared  with  it,  were  ecomed 
That,  which,  borne  headlong  from  its  customed  road, 

Was  erst  consumed  at  Teira'e  fenent  pwver. 

When  JoTB  mysteriously  hie  justice  showed. 
At  the  right  wheel  in  circling  dance  there  came 

Three  damsels  ; — one,  so  ruddy,  that,  to  riew. 

She  scarce  had  bc«n  distinguished  aniid  flame. 
The  second's  flesh  and  bone  appeared  as  though 

Of  emeralds  they  were  fashioned ;  and  in  hue 

The  third  was  like  to  newly  drii-en  snow. 
The  white  now  took  the  lead,  and  now  the  red ; 

The  rest  meanwhile  kept  measure  with  her  eonf 

Or  swift  or  slow,  as  one  or  other  led. 
All  festive  on  the  left  danced  other  four, 

In  purple  clad,  at  beck  of  one  among 

The  band,  who  three  eyes  in  her  forehead  bore. 
Close  in  the  rear  of  these,  I  now  descried 

Two  aged  men  in  difierent  garbs  arrayed ; 
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106.  Tbs  cbair  of  St.    Pelt-r,  aurraanded    by  the    ft 
1C7.  The   Griffon   ia  n  •yoibnl   of  tlio   tno   iwtarea    nf   J«aa>   Ofarkr. 
ID8.  The  t«o  wlieeb  iu«  th<;  OM  Hiid  New  Tntuneat.  19S.  it. 

Cbaiitj,  f:[owiag  like  n  flume.  134.  Hope,  green  u  ui  emenl '. 

135.  EUtli,  vhite  u  driven  nuw-.  130.  The  four  cvdiuMl  ratao, 

— Rnitlence,  Justice,  Temperance,  and  Courait. 


OAVTo  zxix.  87S 

But  like  in  mmner — grave  and  dignified^ 

One  seemed  as  if  he  a  disciple  were 

Of  great  Hippocrates,  whom  Nature  made 
For  sake  of  those  she  holds  on  earth  most  dear : 

Quite  opposite  the  other*s  aim  anpeared,  189 

With  sharp  and  shining  swora ;  and  though  I  stood 
On  this  side  of  the  streun,  I  greatlj  feared. 

Then  saw  I  four  approach  of  humhle  guise ; 
And  in  their  rear  an  aged  man  I  viewed, 
Who,  rapt  in  vision,  seemed  to  close  his  eyes. 

And  like  the  four  and  twenty  were  arrayed  145 

The  latter  seven,  save  that  by  these  were  worn 
Boses,  and  other  vermeil  flowers,  (instead 

Of  lilies)  which  their  foreheads  so  became. 
That  one  at  little  distance  would  have  svrom 
Their  heads  above  the  brow  were  wrapt  in  flame. 

And  when  the  car  was  opposite,  a  souna  151 

Of  thunder  struck  me ;  and  this  worthy  band 
Seemed  in  their  course  by  some  obstruction  bound ; 

And  with  the  first  bright  ensigns  took  their  stand. 


CANTO   XXX. 

ARQCKEXT. 


BeAtrioe  de«c«udi  from  heaven,  and  at  her  coming  Virgil  dJatfypaan. 
Placing  benelf  in  the  celestial  car,  she  reproves  Dante.  Then,  addMM- 
ing  the  angels,  she  laments  that  after  her  death  he  had  forgotten  her. 

When  the  septentrion  of  that  heaven  sublime,  1 

Which  ncitner  set  nor  rise  hath  ever  known. 
Nor  veil  of  other  cloud  save  that  of  crime, 

(And  which  e*en  now  was  pointing  out  to  each 


136.  8t.  Luke  the  pbyiician,  likened  to  the  celebrated  phjtician  Hip« 
poerates.  Uid.  St.  Paul,  represented  with  a  sword.  148.  (Ap- 

posed to  be  the  autiiors  of  the  epistles, — t.  e.  James,  Peter,  John,  and 
Jade.  1 13.  8t.  John,  who  is  rapt  in  vision,  as  being  the  author  of 

tbe  Revelation,  written  when  he  was  near  ninetj.  154.  i.  t.  With 

the  caadelabra  before  mentioned. 


1.  i,  e.  The  before-mentioned  candelabra — so  oalled  after  the  aeven 
of  the  Una  Major,  visible  in  our  heaven  ;  and  here  said  to  guide 
Christians,  as  the  poUr  star  guides  mariners.  Thus  the  septentriou  or 
caadelabra  repreeent  the  Holy  Spirit. 


The  rood  of  duty,  lite  the  lower  one 
That  tells  the  I^ot  bow  the  port  to  reach) 

"Waa  fimilT  fiied — anon  those  spirits  blest. 
Who  't«-i«  it  and  the  Griffon  stood  at  first. 
Turned  to  the  aa,  as  to  their  place  of  rest ; 

And  lo  1  a  voice — "  Come,  Spouse  from  Lebanon," 
As  though  from  heavenly  messenger,  outburst. 
And  all  the  choir  to  join  that  ppdude  won. 

At  the  latit  summons  as  the  just  shall  rise 
Each  from  his  cavern,  and.  with  voice  ag&in 
Endued,  sing  Ilallelujahx ; — in  hke  guise, 

Obedient  to  such  holy  mandate  given, 
On  the  celestial  chariot  sprang  amain 
A  hundred  angel  ministers  of  heaven. 

"  O  Bleseed  thou  wlio  comest,"  they  all  cried; 
"  Scatter  we  lUies  with  unsparing  hand  ;" 
And  flowers  the  while  they  threw  on  every  aide. 

Erewhile  the  eastern  regions  have  I  seen 
At  break  of  day  with  roseate  hues  expand, 
The  expanse  beside  all  beauteous  and  serene ; 

And  the  sun's  fcce  so  shrouded  at  its  rise. 
And  tempered  by  the  mists  which  overhung. 
That  I  could  gaze  on  it  with  stedlist  eyes  ;— 

E'en  BO,  encompassed  in  a  cloud  of  Sowers, 
Which  upward  by  angelic  hands  were  flung, 
And  all  about  the  chariot  feD  in  showers — 

In  veil  of  white,  with  olive  chaplet  bound, 
A  maid  appeared  beneath  a  mantle  green, 
"With  hue  of  liring  flame  enrobed  around. 

And  now  my  spirit  (which  formanya  day. 
Unused  to  feel  her  presence,  had  not  been 
O'ermastered  by  BenBations  of  dismay,) 


n 


11-  "Come  Bilb  me  fram  {.rbiUKm,  mj  ipoiur, iriili  mefnrm  Lrbaaoa.' 
Songoffelomon.iv.  8.  "  And  tbe  Spirit  ojid  the bhde  uy ,  Come.  And 
^t.bim  tba>t  btsreth  H7,  Cuniv."  Kvv.  iiii  17.  "  Aad  1,  Johii.a*  th* 
liolj  eitf,  DB*  Jenunlrni,  mmiiig  dmn  fniia  Gud.  out  of  h«Tm, 
■t  •  bride  aibimed  far  her  busbrnd."  lUv.  uL  S.  Beatrice  ia  the 
iDjnJenl  rhurrb— the  New  J,.ru6«l™i,  or  Bride  of  tbe  Scftpluna. 
13.  TTierrtdine  "  voce"  i«  »JojiIed.  le.  The '■  mudaCe  gtvoi" 

ii  thai  of  Ibe  Anjrelic  lU<«rm!.r,  line  10.— vho,  eicUiiuing,  "  Cone, 
tpoirae  froDi  Lebtmon,"  (»vr  tbe  note  of  prcporatioa  (or  Ibe  mrriral  of 
Bentriee.  Su.  "Hinibusdiiie  lOia  plniie."  J^vi.884.  SI,  fio^ 
Uux — wba  bad  been  dead  Icd  yean. 
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felt,  thou<;li  she  was  not  fully  manifest,  37 

(Such  «»orct  rirtue  from  her  person  flowed) 

How  strong  the  love  that  erst  mj  soul  possessed. 
Boon  as  mine  eye  perceived  that  glorious  ray, 

With  which  in  former  times  my  bosom  glowed. 

Ere  boyhood  yet  had  wholly  passed  avray, 
I  turned  me  to  the  left, — e'en  like  a  child,  43 

That  to  its  mother  runs  with  panting  breast, 

When  scared,  or  into  dangerous  paths'  beguiled— 
To  say  to  Virgil :  *'  Flows  not  through  my  nrmme 

One  drop  of  blood  that  trembles  not :  confest 

Are  all  the  traces  of  my  ancient  flame.** 
But  -Virgil  now  had  vanished  from  my  side—  49 

Virgil^ my  father,  most  revered,  most  dear«— 

Virgil — on  whom  for  safety  I  relied. 
Nor  oould  the  sight  of  all  in  evil  hour 

Lost  by  our  primal  mother,  check  the  tear, 

Which  o'er  my  cheeks  now  flowed  in  ample  shower. 
'*  Dante,  weep  not  that  Virgil  leaves  thee,  no—  55 

Weep  not  as  yet ;  beholc^  another  sword. 

Of  sharper  ecige  shall  cause  thy  tears  to  flow.*' 
E'en' as  an  Admiral  with  searching  ken 

Inspects  his  vessels  when  he  comes  a-board. 

Ana  by  his  look  encourages  his  men ; 
8o  on  the  left  of  the  celestial  car,  61 

(When  at  the  sound  of  mine  o?m  name  I  turned. 

Which  bore  I  am  compelled  to  register) 
The  lady,  whojn  beneath  a  drapery 

Of  flowers  angelical  I  late  discerned, 

Ca^  from  b(*yond  the  stream  her  eyes  on  me : 
Although  the  veil,  that  from  her  brow  descended,  G7 

Girt  by  ^linenra's  leaf  around  her  head. 

From  clearer  view  her  beauteous  form  deltanded. 
With  regal  air,  and  look,  wherein  disdain 

Was  pictured  still,  proceeding  thus,  she  said, 

(Like  one  who  doth  her  bitterest  taunt  retain) 
•*  Yes,  I  am  Beatrice ;  regard  me  well :  —  73 

And  hast  thou  deigned  at  last  to  ascend  the  mount. 


4a.  **  kKnoneo  veterit  vwtifift  flaionuB.''     JRn,  it.  93.  66.  Tlii« 

fai  the  odIj  oecafioB  tbroi^hout  tiM  whole  poen  in  which  Daote  mration^ 
kit  own  luuDe.    8oe  line  oS. 


pusa^TO&io. 


;  fount:    ^^^ 


"Wliere  joyi  unspeakable  for  ever  dwell  P" 
In  the  clear  water  feU  mine  eyesight  now ; 

But  imaged  there,  I  turned  me  from  the  foont : 

Shame  so  oppressive  settled  on  my  brow. 
And  as  the  mother  to  the  son  appears  7- 

Haughtv — thus  haughty  she  appeared  to  me ; 

Since  aharpthe  flavour,  harsh  compassion  bean. 
She  ceased  :  nhen  sudden  the  angelic  throng 

Chauutcd  ;  "  Sly  hope,  O  Lord,  hath  been  in  thee  :*' 

But  with  "  my  ieet,"  concluded  thev  their  song. 
Ab  snow  congeals  upon  the  living  masta  81 

Along  Italia's  ridge,  when  blown  upon  ^^B 

And  hardened  by  the  strong  Sclavonian  blasts^  j^H 
Then  mettine,  runs  into  itself  once  more,  ^MM 

Like  wax  before  a  flame  dissolved  anon,  fl 

When  breathes  the  gale  from  Afric's  ardent  Bhore  j 
Thus  stood  I,  unrelieved  by  sighs  or  tears,  9'. 

Till  eame  the  notes  of  those  unto  mine  aid, 

Who  sing  in  concert  with  the  eternal  spherea. 
But  when  I  heard  in  their  sweet  measures  flow 

More  pitv  than  if  even  they  had  said, 

"  Wherefore,  O  lady,  dost  thou  grieve  him  bo  ?" 
The  ice  dissolved,  which  girt  my  heart  around. 

And,  gushing  forth,  from  out  my  eyes  and  bre 

In  tears  and  sighs  a  painful  passage  found. 
She  firmly  standing  then  upon  the  right 

Of  the  celestial  car,  her  speech  oddreflsed 

To  those  most  holy  substaoces  of  light, 
"  Ye  keep  your  vigils  in  the  eternal  day. 

So  that  nor  night  nor  sleep  may  from  yon  steal 

One  step  the  passing  age  makes  on  its  way ; 
Whence  I  more  carefuSy  my  answer  frame,  ^ 

That  he  who  weeps  on  yonder  bank  may  feel 

A  punishment  assorted  to  hia  shame. 

83.  Thej  iag  the  3tsl  Paalm,  •■  In  te.  Domine.  spenvi,"  Pmbu  31,  m 
br  u  tbs  6tb  Tsme,  ending  "  BlBfuidi  in  ho  epalioia  p«<l(ii  nxn." 
fS,  *■  liiiog  mwu,"  meaa  lesflefla  woods.  DO.  "  ShouU  Uul  Und 

but  bmtbe  when  the  ihadov  u  lul" — measuig  Africa,  wfanv,  under  lb« 
rquaior,  tamclj  an;  ihndotr  a  nut.  03.  t.  t.  the  Ai^A. 

loy.  j.  t.  ■*  Ve  look  into  tbat  ftemol  Mirror,  «hm  ill  timei  uv  nrcKot. 
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Sot  only  through  those  might)-  whe«k*  efiect, 

That,  subject  imto  planeUuy  power, 

Each  seefl  unto  a  certjiin  end  direct ; 
But  through  the  bounty  of  celestial  graces. 

Which  vapours  of  such  lofty  iufluence  shower, 

Our  oresight  &ila  on  earth  to  taark  their  traeos ; 
So^Aed  in  his  early  life  was  he:, 

&ch  Tirtuoufl  germ,  impIaottMl  in  him,  would 

Hjire  flouriabed  in  a  inarvelloua  degree : 
But  aoil  untilli-d  and  sown  n-ith  nodous  seed, 

The  more  with  n*tiTe  vigour  'tis  endued. 

The  more  malignant  yields  the  uoiious  weed. 
Lcmetimemy  look  sustained  him  :— to  hia  sight 

The  Iu«lre  of  my  youthfid  eyes  displaying, 

I  led  him  with  me  in  the  path  of  right. 
Scarce  had  I  reached  life's  second  state,  nhen  he 

Betook  himBi'lf  to  others — rashly  straj-ing 

From  hetl«r  guidancf,  and  forgetting  me. 
Soon  as  from  earth  my  soul  had  winged  her  flight 

With  beauty  and  with  virtue  more  endued, 

Lesti  dear  was  1,  less  pleasing  in  his  sight. 
His  steps  he  turat-d  into  an  emng  way. 

Pursuing  fal»o  appearanoee  of  good, 

Which  promise  fair,  but  ever  lead  ■stray. 
3(or  inspirations  asked  for  him  availed. 

By  wbich  in  dreams  I  tain  would  him  recall ; 

Such  slight  n-gard  he  paid  them :— wholly  failed 
ne  mieani  T  oftm  used  (so  low  he  fell) 
,     To  ensure  his  safety  and  redeem  his  fall, 

Bate  leading  him  throughout  the  rounds  of  UeD. 
Bmce  went  I  to  the  entmnce  of  the  dead,  130 

Imploring  one  hi*  guidance  to  essay 

With  many  prayers,  and  tears  proiuselr  shed. 
God'e  high  de<xee  had  been  infiinged,  if  he 

(.  Tbmugb  thnmlliinioe  of  the  heaveni,  wbinli  dirvcrt  wtmj  ate 

9odi>r  bail  tim.  unHillai;  lo  tti*  eotuleUaUsa  undir  ■hioh  ha 

t,~iu.    Br*  lar.  IT.  Mt.  uid  xivi.  34.  |.19.  •'  Tlw  hiM 

ira  enry  Uiinl,  uid  nrnry  muit.  kod  la  bring  lulD- 

batlnlln  of  refraibiDBut  tltrj-  lihnK  ■birrwh  awl 

CoiitKd.    Xnt.  tT.  IS.  1.10.  »«■  Inf.  M.  b3  ; 
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Hftd  pas^  and  taated  Lethe  on  hia 

Unless  he  suffered  first  the  penalty, 

'Whicli  tears  and  a  sincere  repentance  pajJ 


CANTO    XXXI. 


ABaiTJfEIiT. 

Beatrice  agaia  direeU  bn  diacourae  to  Dint*.    Ber  rvpnoU  aam  Km  to 

■voon  and  fall  to  ibe  grauai.     Wben  nttond  to  hinMrlf,  be  ii  dipp^ 

b;  UaCelda  iu  tbe  nlm  of  the  riTcr  Lctbe,  wad  dtaws  M  lb*  Mkf 

baak,    Beatrice  re-sppeua. 

"  Thou  whom  bevond  the  sacred  stream  I  aee,"- 
Thua  quickly  ate  began  her  speech  anew. 
Turning  forthwith  ita  point  direct  on  me,  Hj 

Although  full  sharp  the  aide  alone  had  seemed, — •      I 
"  Answer  me ;  ia  this  aecu»ition  true  ? 
By  free  confession  be  the  fault  redeemed." 

Coimision  BO  o'crwhelmed  me  at  the  sound. 
The  TTords  expired  within  mv  lips,  ere  they  , 

Had  through  the  organs  their  eipresston  found.  , 

Awhile  she  paused;  then  uttered:  "  Answer  me, 
For  not  yet  hath  the  water  washed  away 
The  mournful  traces  from  thy  memory." 

Fear  and  confusion,  mint  together,  drew 

Forth  from  my  lips  an  answering  "  yea,"  so  fiunt. 
That  to  perceive  it,  sight  was  nwded  too. 

Ah  bicaka  a  bow  before  the  arrow  flies, 

When  both  the  wood  and  cord  are  overbent, 
And  to  the  mark  the  shaft  more  feebly  hies  ; 

So  I  beoeatfa  this  heavy  burden  quailed. 

Pouring  forth  sighs  and  tears,  a  bitter  flood ; 

And,  ere  the  words  had  reached  my  lips,  they  failed. 

Whence  she  resumed  :  "  To  thwart  those  high  detdiea 
Instilled  by  me,  which  bade  thee  loTe  that  Qood, 
Noblest  to  which  the  soul  of  man  aspires — 

What  interposing  trenches  didst  thou  find. 
What  chains, — that  thus,  foregoing  liberty, 
All  hope  (if  further  progress  was  resigned  r 

And  what  attraction,  what  advantages 
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'     Tn  othCT  foTvlieada  were  perceived  by  thee, 

That  taught  thee  those  to  woo  iiist<4d  of  tbc»e  P" 

Aft*r  the  drawing  of  a  bitter  «igh, 
My  lips  with  difficulty  answer  mode, 
Asd  scarce  had  power  to  fashion  a  reply. 

"Weepiiig,  I  said :  "  My  steps  were  turned  aside 
By  the  folBe  pleasure  present  things  displayed. 
Soon  a«  your  feee  was  to  my  ticw  denied," 

"BAdst  tliou  been  silent,  or  refused  to  own 

Thy  fault,"  she  said,  "  our  knowled^  would  have  reftcbed 
That  fiwlt,  by  One  omniscient  clearly  known, 

Wheal  tears  however,  gushing  forth,  allego 
The  conscious  sinner,  br  himself  impeached. 
In  this  our  court  the  wneel  rebates  the  edge : 

But  that  more  shame  may  eipiat*^  thy  crime. 

And  with  more  stren^h  thy  spirit  may  be  ftanght, 
Listening  the  Syren's  voice  another  time,— 

Dismiss  the  cause  of  teim,  and  hear  from  me. 
What  differeut  effect  should  have  bevn  wrought 
By  the  announcement  of  my  death  to  tbee. 

Vo  lure  to  equal  those  fair  Umbs  of  mine. 
Now  unto  dust  returned,  did  ever  art. 
Or  nature,  to  attract  thine  eye*,  design  : 

And  if  with  charm  of  such  supreme  delight 
Thv  Uixira  it  won,  at  my  deooue,  to  part, 
WW  mortal  thing  should  have  allured  thy  flight  F 

At  the  first  sliaft  which  struck  thee  fntm  the  bow  55 

Of  treacherous  things,  tboushouldeat  have  soared  above, 
Pursuing  me,  not  frail,  as  when  below. 

Became  thee  not  to  stoop  thy  wing  to  earth 

To  wait  fresh  anares — some  youthfiil  maiden's  lore,   ' 
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Or  other  vanity  of  equal  worth. 
Though  the  young  bira  may  twice  or  thrice  forget. 

Yet  in  the  view  of  those  full-plumed,  his  aim 

The  fowler  takes  in  vain,  or  spreads  his  net." 
Ju  tittle  children,  with  their  eye«  bent  low, 

Stand  lisiening — mute,  through  cansciouaneM  of  iluuite^ 

Cuuvicted  and  repentout ;— even  so 

n.  Ill'lna  MnejrUuBU  tht  nord  of  vesfonw*.  (11.    B;  1^ 

p^wrb  IkMnce  euapllAa  tb*  toUj  of  a  nun  ol  nalors  ft  ntatiag 
n  (wiU;  fimBum.    JXcbcb  ibc  Irwjr  of  lelUnc  Ub  U  ■■  rain  bi*  bcard,^ 
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I  stood  ;  Ktd  she  resnmeil :  "  Since  but  to  hear 
Afflicts  thee,  raise  thy  beard,  and  let  thine  eyes 
Witness  a  eauae  of  sorrow  more  severe," — 

"With  tesa  reaistance  bv  the  root  is  torn 

Some  sturdy  oai,  when  northern  blasts  aiiae. 
Or  those  from  Airic'a  land,  impetuous  bcan^ 

Than  lifted  I  my  chin,  aa  she  directed  ; 

For  when  instead  of  "  face  ' '  ehe  said  my  "  bearf,*' 
I  knew  the  venom  that  her  speech  infected :  ■M 

And,  stretching  out  my  face,  beheld  thoee  fair 

Priniffival  creatures,  which  before  appeared,  ' 

Cease  from  the  sprinkling  of  the  flowers  they  bare^ 

And  I,  though  Bcarcoly  was  restored  mv  sight. 
Saw  Beatrice  admire  that  Form  Divine, 
Which  in  itself  two  natures  doth  unite. 

On  the  green  bank — her  veil  around  her  cast — 
She  seemed  still  more  her  former  self  to  ODtshine^ 
Than,  while  on  earth,  all  others  she  Burpast. 

Bepentant  stings  so  struggled  in  my  soul, 
I  contemplated  now  with  hate  and  shame 
All  that  had  swayed  me  with  supreme  control.  1 

Such  keen  remorse  was  kindled  in  my  brea^,  1 

I  swoon'd  away ;  and  what  I  then  became 
She  knows,  whose  mighty  presence  I  confessed. 

Soon  as  mv  heart  &esh  vigour  bad  supplied. 
The  Laay,  whom  before  I  found  alone, 
I  saw  above  me ; — "  Hold — keep  hold,"  she  cried ; 

Then  drew  me  to  the  stream ;  ana  as  she  bore 
My  sinking  form,  her  way  she  quickly  won, 
Li^ht  as  a  shuttle,  that  tiark  water  o'er. 

Ifeanng  the  sacred  bank— came  on  mine  ear 
"  Asperges  me"  in  strain  so  passing  sweet, 
Beoul  I  cannot,  much  less  write  it  here. 

The  beauteous  lady  straight,  her  arms  extending, 
Embraced  my  head,  and  plunged  me  where  'twaa  n 
That  I  should  taste  the  wetc; — then,  lowly  b 

She  nised  me  up,  and  offered  mo,  so  laved. 


77.  i.  I.    Tba  ADgels— vbo  (canto  m.  20.)  vert  gcaltcnng  flowcn 
ummd  Beatrice.  9S.    Maleldm.  Sec  canto  uTiii.  37,  B& 

"  Tboa  (halt  pat^  me  with  hjiaop,  uid  1  shall  be  cleuii   thoD  fU|| 


wiah  me,  uid  1  ahsll  ba  ubitti  Uuu  ■ 


CAKTO   1 


28»! 


I 


'Wfthin  tbo  circle  of  the  Maids  benign, 

Who,  »  they  danced,  their  arma  around  me  waved. 
"  Nymphs  are  we  here  below,  and  otars  in  ht'iiTen ; 

To  Beatrice,  ere  from  her  seat  diiine 

She  hither  came,  were  we  fur  handmaids  given. 
We  to  her  eye*  will  lead  thee ;— but  to  bear  100  | 

Thejoyous  light  within,  shall  yonder  three. 

Profound  of  ben,  thy  visual  sense  prepare." 
Singing  melodioudly,  commenced  they  tnus ; 

Then  to  the  Griffon's  breast  conducted  me, 

Where  Beatrice  was  standing,  turned  to  us.  _ 

"Now  satisfy,"  they  said,  "thy  anxious  view ;—  Jiff  | 

^lee  have  we  placed  before  the  emeralds  bright, 

Whence  Love  erewhile  his  shafts  against  theo  drow." 
A  thousand  longings  morv  intense  than  tire 

Mine  eyea  attracted  to  those  eyes  of  light, 

Fitt  on  the  Qrifion  with  profound  desire : 
And  in  them,  like  unto  the  sun  ponrtmyed  121  ] 

Within  a  glass,  the  two-fold  tning  was  beaming— 

Uia  either  nature  there  by  turns  displayed. 
,  Think,  reader,  what  surprise  was  mine,  to  see 

An  objeet,  in  itself  so  tranquil  seeming, 

Bear  in  its  image  such  diversity. 
Whilst,  filled  with  deepest  wonder  and  delight,  IXTj 

My  soul  was  tasting  of  that  heavenly  food, 

Wliich,  satisfj-ing,  wakes  new  appetite, 
The  other  three  irradiate  fonna  advance : 

How  great  their  rank  thdr  high  demeanour  showed ; 

And  songs  aeeompanied  their  angel  dance. 
•Turn.  Beatrice.  0  turn"  (this  waa  their  song)  188 

"  Thy  holy  eyes  unto  thy  fiiithful  one, 

Who  hath,  to  view  thee,  made  such  journey  long.  i 

J)o  thou  at  our  entreaty  here  ri'veai  I 

Thy  smile  to  him,  and  make  thy  beauty  known— 

That  second  beauty  thou  dost  now  conceal." 
O  splendour  of  el«nial  living  light  I  189 


IS  Ibiu  cardioal  vi 

~  irdfaonit  from  bmn,    6w  cuiol.  :IS:'uid  uia.  130. 
HDUI*  to  Ite  OriOba.     8m  (aiiia  iiit.  IDT.  Ilfl. 

(Ibairtg*.  19S.  In  her  v^m  Um  OriAm  la  ndwud, 

Um  baaaB  satun  ud  Uw  lUvin*. 
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Who,  tltongh  grown  pale  beneath  Pamtumuf  alw^ 
Or  wont  U)  ijuad'  the  rills  from  that  fair  lieighl. 

Would  Dot  betrav  the  meatal  strnin.  should  he 
Attempt  to  picture  thee^  thou  peerless  Maid, 
Wheu,  compaMed  with  celestial  hariuouv. 

Thou  in  unahrouded  beauty  wert  di^plsTed  7 
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panle,  in  oompu;  witb  Maulda  ud  Suciiu.  bllom  lbs  p 
bleat  to  (he  tree  of  knowledge.      After  ■  lijrnm.  tJonte  ft 

u  tttJceaed  b;  ■  flwh  ol  npimdour.     Bnirice 

car,  and,  on  bis  return  Id  e*rth,  to  reoord  *ll  he  kc*. 

Best  were  mine  eyes  with  ardour  »o  intense 

To  gate  their  ten  years'  thirat,  that  all  the  wh3e   , 
Lost  in  oblivion  was  each  other  sense  : — 

On  either  sido  of  them  a  wall  was  set, 
To  eiclude  ought  else ;  so  did  that  sacred  amilB 
Again  enthral  them  with  its  ancient  net ; 

When  towards  the  leit  my  looka  were  forcibly 

Diverted  by  those  Nymphs,  on  hearing  one 

.       Exclaim,  addressing  me ;  "  Too  earnestly :" 

And  a  setisation  of  o'erpowering  light, 
As  when  the  eyes  are  dazzled  by  the  auu, 
Deprived  me  for  some  moments  of  tny  sight. 

But  when  my  vision  was  in  part  renewed. 
So  that  mine  eves  were  able  to  discern 
Objects  less  splendid  than  those  lately  viewed, 

Z  saw  thht  on  the  right  that  glorious  boat 

Had  wheeled  around ;  and,  making  now  a  turn, 
Before  the  flames  and  sun  took  up  their  post. 

E'en  as  a  troop,  beneath  their  bucklers  ranged  19 

,    140.  Dante  ackncnrledgea  hia  inabilit;  to  dtacribe  Benrior,  alOioq^ 
■B  iadcGuigable  T0U17  of  tba  Uatea. 

X.  "ThedesaenlafDenteintahdlwaafei^edlQbeinlSOO BeMoM 

4icd  in  IS90.   Tbravrore  the  ten  yean'  ihini  oT  Dante,  nguiflaa  the  dMbm 
fan  bad  for  tea  ji*n  Tell  to  lea  ber  agmin."     Honli,  Propoite,  m  tMt, 
R.  ne  IheulD^ical  virtao*.     The?  reprore  Dmce  for  Wi 
■-MtriDe,  18.  iclaft 
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Pnr  cTP«t^  wrfetv,  turn  on  either  hand. 

Ere  their  direction  ciui  be  wholly  changed ; 
So  now,  of  that  wleatial  annoment 

PftMed  onward  in  like  guiae  the  leading  baod, 

Ere  the  triumphal  mr  its  beam  had  bent. 
Then  to  the  wheeli  those  Nymphs  themselvea  betakii)^, 

The  Griffon  moved  his  bleswd  burden  thence,  Sfl 

Although  fto  gently,  not  a  plume  was  nhakiug. 
The  beauteous  maid  who  drew  me  o'er  the  tide 

Followed  the  wheel  of  lew  cireumference, 

Bt  Slatius  and  niTsell' aecompuiied. 
Aa  tniifi  we  passed  throughout  the  lofty  wnod,  '  81 

Void  through  the  fault  of  Eve,  in  unison 

With  angel  notes  our  journey  we  puraued. 
About  tlie  distance  that  an  arrow,  thrice  ' 

LoowmI  tram  the  string,  mieht  compass,  had  we  gone. 

When  fi^un  the  car  descenoed  Beatrice. 
Then  "  Adam"  muttered  all  in  accents  low  ;  S) 

And  in  a  circle  roimd  a  tr€«  they  went, 

Htript  of  each  leaf,  without  a  6ower  to  show. 
IlJt  head,  which,  as  it  risea,  doth  dilate 

The  mure,  so  lofty  prows,  that  wonderment 

In  Jndiana  'mid  their  groves  it  would  cnwie. 
•■  Blemed.  O  Oriffon  I  art  thou  not  to  rend  '  41 

This  trer,  which  neeiU  must  be  aurpaasing  sweet. 

Since  it  allunsl  our  Parenta  to  offend." 
Thua  cried  they,  aa  they  circled  round  the  tree; 

And  He  in  whom  the  twofold  natures  meet ; 

"  Yea.  so  fullilli^il  all  righteouineas  must  bo." 
T^n  to  the  chariot's  beam  atraigbt  turning  round,      '  48 

93.  Kdm  ii  nllcd   ■'  coiJ,"  u  unliihiblud  lioM  lb*  aipulciaB  of  nur 
fm  putnu,  Ihuugii  remaiuioc  la  iu  oriicinal  bnut,T.  37.  '■  U  Ihon 

A4mi,  vhal  IwH  Umu  iiMi*  >  for  thoufb  il  wm  thou  Uial  ■innnl,  Uwti 
mn  noi  fallrn  tioar,  but  we  all  Ib*t  comi  of  Ihoa."  K  bdnt  Til.  *$. 
*S,  TTi*  tirilTuB  (Chntll  oh»ji— 4<wa  Dot  paruka  Iha  rruii-ihirrfora 
UtM-d.  30.  Tb.lmulMfT~"tHTcftof>pra7"(lin«  SO).  threnFh 

i)»  crliiM  of  K.t* ;  1.  4.  muikind  iirton  (he  Chrliibui  dwprnHllan.— no 
1M»  Im  II,  ilnd.  t».  1 'h«  elwiiol  i*  tke  Cburcb,  erf  wbinh  ChriM  t* 

ilw  Itoniuln'.      Wbm  11  u  bouid  to  lb*  mm,  Ibo  tm  mima.     Tliia  la  llw 
orw  HitprBmium.    "  Vihm  Chiinl  bj  hla  imniUMa  had  nman*  tba 
iHiBwa  r»or  aiHl  nranrilad  itaixn  (a  ti«d,  thi  t 
WtMnea  tbu  ■  Uw  Sfunt  of  tbo  Iticaraalioa  of  Chriw.". 
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He  drew  it  "to  the  tree  bereft  of  sprav. 
And  left  it,  by  a  twig  together  bound. 

Aa.  when  from  heaven  descends  the  glorions  lic;ht, 
Minsled  with  that  which  when  the  PiH«e'  ray 
Dep^^  beams  forth  with  more  eRectiTe  might,- 

Our  plants  enell  ont,  and  re-enlivened  are 
With  its  own  hues,  or  ere  the  sun  unite 
TTJB  fiery  steeds  beneath  Bome  other  star ; 

With  tints  leaa  vivid  than  the  roee.  but  more 
Deep  than  the  violet,  was  that  plant  now  dight, 
Wbich  of  its  foliage  was  so  stript  before. 

The  words  they  aang  I  could  not  comprehend  j 
For  not  to  ^rth  belonged  their  meliMlies; 
Nor  did  I  hear  their  notes  unto  the  end. 

Could  I  but  sing  how  heaw  slumber  weighed, 
At  tale  of  Syrini'  woe,  tlie  unpitying  eyes, 
That  dearly  for  their  high  distinction  paid, 

Like  one  who  from  o  model  draw!,  might  I 
Depict  the  manner  of  my  aiumber  deep ; 
But  to  describe  it,  whoso  will,  may  try. 

Passing  to  when  I  woke,  hence  tell  I,  how 
A  flash  of  splendour  burst  the  veil  of  sleep, 
A  voice  too,  crying  :  "  Bise ;  what  doest  thou  f" 

As  (led  to  view  the  flowerets  of  that  tree 
For  whose  delicious  fiiiit  the  Angels  pine. 
In  heaven  a  source  of  ceaseless  jubilee,) 

Turned  hack  the  Apoattes  Peter,  James  and  John, 
From  sleep  awakened  at  the  Word  divine. 
By  which  nad  decj>er  aleep  been  overthrown; 

And  witnessed  straight  their  little  band  grow  less- 
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52.  When  the  nm  enlcn  Ariee,  which  auccMda  Ihc  Pitta.  S8.  lim 

CTvcifizioii  11  auppoBcil  lo  be  here  alludHlto  in  therolanrof  Ihewuerurf 
blood.  6S.  Uec  Diiribrtunes  rormed  the  siihjccl  of  the  sod;  bj  wWek 

Memar^  InUed  to  tirty  the  huadred.-ej'pd  Ar^B  mppointcd  by  Jmio  «o 
walcb  lo.  7i,  Ths  tnuuligimdoD  is  BlliMled  la :  *•  Aiiw ;  and  b* 

not  afraid."    Matt.  nii.  7.  73,  "  A>  the  i^rple  tree  aoiaiif;  tb«  In** 

ofthawood.  Ml  u  Di)' belovEd  atnODg  the  nna."   Sokiiaon'*  Song  S.  3. 

For   in  ftait  tbe  Aagr]*  arv  Mid  lo  piop.  in  olliuJiHi'to  1*1  Peter  i.  IS 

„  Which  things  the  Angel*  de«re  to  look  isto."  77.  Duute  mpinMa 

tbe  Apoftle*  to  haie  bevo  airaktiaed  bj  tho  voice  out  of  the  cloud :  **  Hi* 
iamy  beloved  Sm ;  bear  him."  IS.  j.  c  TbatoT  I^xmpBt  Md 

J  uiiu'i  daogblcr. 


Hoses  departed,  and  Kliae  t<H^- 

Anif  thtir  grc^t  Master  ottered  in  bia  dress  ; — ■ 
So  I  awakcuiiig,  ruusud  me  from  my  dream. 

And  saw  that  pitjbg  Maid  stand  o'er  me,  who 

Had  led  my  stepa  along  the  sacred  stream. 
And.  "Where  is  BestrieeJ"  in  doubt  1  cried.  .8 

"  Beneath  the  new-bom  leaves  behold  her  there, 

Ujnin.tho  root  reclining,"  she  replied; 
"  Behold  the  maidt^ns  who  her  form  surround : 

Following  the  Griffon,  mount  the  rc«t  in  air 

With  sweeter  minstrelsy  and  more  profound." 
:    Whether  to  greater  length  her  words  were  brought       9 

I  know  not,  since  before  mine  eye*  waa  She 

Viut  barred  the  entrance  to  each  other  thought. 
Alone  she  sate  upon  the  quickeued  ground, 

As  thouffh  the  ear  were  in  her  custodvr 

Which  there  the  twofold  animal  had  bound. 
Into  a  eirele  formed  themselves  anon  Q 

Tlie  >'ymph8.  those  lights  supporting  in  thoir  hands 

Which  Aufller  quencheth  not,  or  Aouilon. — 
"  Brief  apaee  this  torest  shall  thy  dwelling  be ; 

And  in  that  Homo  where  Christ  himaelf  commondB 

Shall  thou  be  fellow-citizen  with  me. 
Whence,  that  the  evil  world  some  good  may  learn,       10 

Look  on  the  rar,  and  all  that  meets  thine  eye 

Forget  not  to  record,  on  thy  return." 
Tbewe  words  aunku  Beutrice ;  and  I,  resigned 

To  execute  tier  will  implicitly, 

£'cn  a*  she  bade,  applied  my  eye«  and  mind. 
I'  Vc'er  from  thick  cloud,  by  force  ethereal  riveii,  IC 
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"With  Buch  Telocity  was  lightuing  sent, 

WheD  lalling  Irom  the  farthest  bouad  of  hekven 

As  down  the  bird  of  Jove  imnetuous  flew 

Straii;'>t  through  the  tree,  oy  which  the  bark  v. 
Much  more  the  tender  boughs  and  foliage  sew. 

He  struck  the  car  with  all  his  force,  whereat 
It  quailed  like  vessel  tempest  tost,  and  driven 
Xow  by  the  waves  on  this  aide,  now  <m  that. 

Then  up  into  the  vehicle  I  viewed 

A  she-fbi  leap,  to  greediness  so  pren. 
She  seemed  rapacious  of  all  goodly  food. 

But  chiding  her  for  this  unseemly  deed 
My  Lady  put  her  to  such  rapid  flight, 
Her  skinny  bones  could  scarce  endure  the  speed. 

Then  from  the  quarter  whence  be  came  before, 
The  Eagle  swooped  Into  the  chariot  bright. 
And  left  it  with  his  feathers  covered  o'er. 

And  such  n  voice  as  issues  &om  a  heart  ] 

Grief  stricken,  came  from  heaven;  and  thus  it  stidi 
"  Oh,  how  ill  freighted,  little  bark  thou  art !" 

Then  seemed  it  that  the  earth  did  gape  betwixt 
The  wheels ;  and  thence  in  sight  a  Dragon  sped. 
Which,  tiirning  up  its  tail,  the  car  traosfiied. 

Ajid  like  a  wasp  that  draweth  back  its  sting,  ] 

So,  drawing  back  his  venomed  tail,  he  rent 
Part  of  the  car,  and  fled  with  joyous  wing. 

And  OS  the  earth  with  herbage  is  renewed, 
So  the  remainder  an  integument 
Formed  of  the  feathers, — with  intention  good 

Haply  presented ;  and  as  rapidly  1 


i 
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•bich  firn  peneculsd  the  Church,  now  btfrienili  it,  

thJe  htd  dowry  of  CoMliiatine.  Se*  eitraeu  from  D»nle'»  Prm  vortiL 
■ppRuUd   to  "The  spirit  of  Danle."  129.  TtaebaiildW 

Cboreh.  injured  by  Ihr  uid  duirry,  aDd  la  "  blling-  inni  thr  mire  wilk  sB 
her  frriphl "     See  ciiato  iri.  127.  131.  "  And  there  ajip^nd 

UDIfaer  -wonder  in  heaven  ;  ind  behold  ■  grest  red  Dngun  hadng  ■»«« 
bcsda  and  leii  boms,  Ice."  Jlev.  lii.  3.  Thia  text  urasqualed  by  FnderitA 
1 1,  in  reply  Id  Grefrory  IX,,  icbD  mccuaed  hiio  of  bluiphfinT  for  aajiata 
"  Papain  ene  belluBm  de  qui  BCriptom  ert,  •  Bi  eiivil,'  ke'  and  addi^ 
"  Ijue  ot  Unco  magniu  qui  Beducil  oniiGisaiii  muadum,  A 
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Were  both  the  pole  and  wheels  therewith  o'enpread, 

As  the  lips  open  to  express  a  sigh. 
The  sacred  Structure,  thus  diversified. 

Through  every  part  of  it  put  forth  a  head ; 

Three  at  the  pole,  and  one  on  either  side. 
Horns  the  first  three,  like  unto  oxen,  bore  ;  145 

One  single  horn  the  foiur  among  them  resred ; 

Nor  was  such  monster  ever  seen  before. 
Firm  as  a  rock  upon  some  mountain  high, 

A  wanton  harlot,  seated  there,  appeared. 

Who  threw  on  every  side  a  wandering  eye : 
And  lest  she  should  be  carried  from  that  h^^ht,  151 

A  giant  sitting  close  to  her  I  viewed ; 

And  oft  thev  kissed  each  other  in  my  sight. 
But  when  wit^  mine  her  roving  eyes  did  meet. 

Her  dread  companion  lashed  her  in  fierce  mood. 

E'en  from  the  head  unto  the  very  feet. 
Then  did  he  loose  the  beast,  with  anger  keen  157 

Incensed,  and  through  the  wood  such  distance  drew, 

142.  The  car  or  Papacy  having  been  ag^in  enriched  (line  138)  bj 
inperial  donation*,  u  wholly  tranafomi«d,and  becom««  a  very  **  monater.** 
145.  **  And  I  taw  a  beast  riae  up  out  of  the  »ea  having  seven  heads  and 
ten  horns."  Krv.  xiii.  1.  140.  *'  Some  would  have  it  that  this  harlot 

■cans  the  court  of  Rome,  adopting*  what  is  preaently  afterwards  laid  in  Rev. 
xviii.  2 ;  *  Babylon  the  great  is  fallen,  iM  falltrn,  and  is  become  the  habi- 
tation of  dfvils,  and  the  hold  of  every  foul  spirit,  aud  a  cage  of  ertrj 
vndean  and  hat«^ul  bird.  For  all  nations  have  drunk  of  the  wine  of  the 
wrath  of  lifr  fornication,  and  the  kings  of  the  earth  have  committed  for- 
nication with  her.'  And  of  this  the  author  had  experience  in  the  time  of 
Fope  Boniface  VIII.  when  he  went  as  ambassador  for  the  Repnblio ;  so 
that  be  knew  with  what  sort  of  eyes  he  looked,  and  what  sort  of  a 
paramour  Boniface  was — not  her  legitimate  spouse,  according  to  the  opinion 
of  many.  God  knows  the  truth.  The  author,  however,  treats  of  thia 
■object  here  and  in  the  nineteenth  of  the  Inferno."  Ottimo  ConiBento. 
153.  *'  Here,  in  the  giant,  every  one  recotrnis^t  I'hilip  le  bel — if  not  in 
tka  hariot,  the  Church  of  Rome,. . .  .espoused  to  few  who  have  not  sold 
bar  to  adulterers  to  enrich  themselves.'*  V^  Foscolo,  Disoorso,  p.  981. 
166.  *'  When  this  hariot  tamed  her  wanton  '.'ye  upon  the  author  (Dante), 
tha  giant,  a  fierce  paramour,  lashed  her  from  head  to  foot— to  signilV 
ttmt  she  must  not  turn  away  from  him,  since  she  had  prostituted  bersrlf 
Ibr  money.**  Ottimo  Commento.  158.  **The  meaning  is,  that  thia 

paramour  of  the  Roman  Court  carried  away  the  Church  from  the  tree  to 
which  Christ  bound  it,  and  witlidrew  it  from  the  sight  of  the  good,  and 
from  a  conspicuous  situation,  into  a  place  of  sin,  and  an  obscure  wood,  fall 
of  vice  aud  darkncia,  aa  dcacribed  in  the  first  canto  of  the  Infefno.** 
Ottimo  Commento. 
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AROUUENT. 
BealiitK  rerenli  the  filtare  destinj  of  the  Church,  ■ 
bwr  recurd.    Ha  is  oanducu^  by  Hacelda  to  the  riTer  Eanoo.    HsTin^ 
tuted  it>  valm,  be  rei^rm  u  pure  and  rcgeDerau  tbu  bs  fMt 
rapuble  oi  ptouaiiog  lo  the  sUin. 

"  0  God,  tUe  heathen  have  defiled  thy  fane," 
Alternate  now  the  three  and  now  the  four, 
Suffiiaed  with  tears,  be^n  the  holy  train. 

And  Beatrice  was  listening,  so  subdued 
By  pity,  that  scarce  Miiy'a  features  wore 
More  signs  of  grief,  when  at  the  cross  she  stood., 

But  when  the  other  virgins  had  given  place 
For  her  to  speak,  she  raised  herself  upright, 
And  answered  to  their  words  with  glowing  &ce : 

"A  little  while — ve  shall  not  me  behold; 
And  yet  again,  O  siat-ers,  my  delight, 
A  little  while,  and  me  je  aiil!  behold," 

Then  all  the  seven  in  front  of  her  she  set, 
And,  beckoning  unto  me,  a  wish  conveyed 
That  I  should  follow,  with  the  sage,  wfio  yet 

160.  Tbeuiniuter  is  Ib«  cur,  rendered  monatraua.  Bee  line  147 
U  bet,  during  the  iwDliS»tc  of  Clemeui  V.  ia  I3DS,  Rtnoicd  Ok 
Itmne  la  Avi^on. 

I,  "The  poel,  introducing  i 
<nuiifDrin>tiuD  or  [he  car,  i.  t. 

l-mlmirt,  '  O  God,  the  hralhen  _  

Uiil.  1."  OdiiDO  CommcDio.  In  thu  pia)in,'D«Tid  ItmenH  otct  tb* 
defilement  of  (he  temple,  and  peraeculian  of  the  saint*.  It  ie  aud^  altt^ 
tutel;  bj  the  Ihrre  iheolojisal  and  lbs  four  cardinal  virton.  9.  Tha 

COtTUptlDn  at  Ihs  Church  is  coiuiderrd  b;  Dule  in  ihs  light  of  •  siouiil 
crn^xioa.  10.  '■  It  is  here  BhovD  how  great  vas  tlM  gncT  <f 

Beurioe — L  ft  of  the  Hoi;  Seripture — on  hraring  the  aboie  luDOilMkB 

(the  pnaion  of  thE  Church} She  aasirera  the  seren  nrtuss  ia  Ot 

vords  of  the  text,  ■  A  little  while,'  ta.  (John  ivi.  16}  i.  e.  •  Such  hcrsij 

will  enter  amone'  the  Chrutian  people,  tbnt  I  must  drfiart,  Ac bnl 

not  for  lon^  \  i  vill  uppear  to  the  fsilbfu],  and  will  reform  (he  Church.*" 
Utlimo   Commeuto.  IS,  The  rhjmn  are  alike  in  ibe  ori^iBil. 

13.  Slatiua, — who  reaiaincd  after  Tile's  departure. 
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Bemained,  and  fliAt  fitur  daniBel: — ^thuB  the  went : 
Nor  had  she,  I  believe,  the  tenth  step  made. 
Advancing,  when  her  eyes  on  mine  were  bait ; 

And  with  a  tranquil  look  she  said :  ''  Come  near,  19 

That,  should  1  be  inclined  to  speak  to  thee, 
Thou  majeet  be  able  my  discourse  to  hear.'* 

When,  as  in  duty  bound,  I  had  complied,— 
^  Why,  brother,  not  attempt  to  question  me,'* 
She  added, ''  as  thou  joumeyest  bv  my  side  f " 

As  those,  who^  moved  with  too  much  reverenoe,  strive  25 
To  speak  in  presence  of  their  betters,  so 
That  to  the  nps  comes  not  the  voice  alive ; 

Thus  it  befel  me,  that  scarce  audibly, 
**  O  Lady,"  I  began,  "  my  wants  ve  know. 
And  can  a  fitting  remedy  supply. 

And  thus  she  answered :  "  Banish  shame  and  fiaar;       31 
That  not  like  his  who  talketh  in  a  dream 
Henceforth  the  tenor  of  thv  words  appear. 

Know  that  the  vessel  which  the  serpent  nurt, 
Was,  and  is  not :  nor  let  the  offender  deem 
That  by  a  sop  Heaven's  wrath  he  may  avert. 

Without  an  heir  the  eagle  not  for  aye  37 

Shall  be,  who  left  his  feathers  in  the  car,— 
Whence  it  became  a  monster — then  a  prey : 

I  see  full  siuvly — therefore  I  declare— 
The  approach  of  constellations,  fix>m  all  bar 
And  hindrance  tree,  bringing  a  season  near. 

Wherein,  One, — stamped  five  hundred  ten  and  five,^-  43 


16.  Mateld*.  34.  '*  Dante,  fixing  in  the  apottolio  chair  the 

■jaterkras  woman  of  the   ReTelationa,  '  aitting^  on  a  aoaiiet  oolouivd 

beairt haring  teren  head*  and  ten  horns,*  and  coniidering 

the  beast  and  the  haiiot  are  in  substance  the  same  thing*,— in  order  to 
•bow  bow,  thnragh  the  acquisition  of  wealth,  the  Church  had  fidlen 
firoai  its  primitive  sanctity,  avails  himself  of  the  same  formula  with  the 
Evanfreliii,  *  The  beast  that  thou  sawest,  was,  and  is  not ;  and  ahall 
asosnd  out  of  the  bottomless  pit,  and  go  into  perdition.*  Rev.  xvii.  &** 
Jiombardi.  36.  See  Rev.  xvu.  8.  43.  **  Let  him  that  hath 

imderstanding:,  count  the  number  of  the  beast,'*  ice  Bev.  xiiL  18. 
**  Some  explain  this  text  thus : — five  hundred,  D; — ten,  X  :— five,  V ; 
sajing,  that  at  this  time  wiU  come  a  leader  ( Dux)  sent  by  heaven,  who 
will  reduce  all  the  world  to  Ood.  And  this  consummation  they  expect  to 
take  place  at  the  end  of  the  world ;  and  cite  the  poet  himself:  *  Questilan 
eaecera  per  ogni  villa,'  ko.  Inf.  i.  111. — Others  say  an  Emperor  is  tn- 
uoded,  4o.  ...  .but  tlie  aathor  means  to  speak  of  soma  (mi  chaA%% 


Angel  of  God— Bball  bIsv  the  thievish  A 
Her  giant  partner  too  of  life  deprive. 

And  haply  my  narration,  dark,  like  those 
Of  Spliinx  or  Themia,  credit  may  not  daim, 
Since  o'er  the  mind,  like  them,  a  cloud  it  throwa  fl 

But  soon,  thia  hard  enigma  to  explain, 
The  eveutB  shall  be  the  (Edipua ;  nor  blade 
Nor  flock  therefrom  shall  injury  austain. 

Mark  thou  ;  and  ever  as  I  spend  my  breath, 
Be  these  my  words  to  those  alivo  conveyed 
"Whose  lifo  ia  but  a  constant  rac«  to  death. 

And  when  thou  writ«3t,  tell  what  thou  haat  seen 
Eelatiiig  to  this  memorable  tree. 
Which  twice  already  there  despoiled  hath  been. 

Whoever  rends  it,  or  commits  abuse, 
Otfendeth  God  by  act  of  blasphemy. 
Who  made  it  satred,  aolely  for  his  use. 

Through  tasting  it,  five  thousand  years  and  more 
Teamed  the  firet  soul  in  longing  and  in  woe 
For  Wim  who  in  his  flesh  the  penance  bore. 

Thy  reason  sleeps,  unless  it  bath  appeared 
For  some  especial  cause  inverted  so, 
And  heavenward  with  such  soaring  bead  upre 

And  bad  not  idle  thoughts  wroueht  m  thy  mind 
As  Elaa's  stream ;  and  their  fiUse  pleasurea  been  2 
A  Pyramufl  to  stain  it,  thou  woulast  find 

God's  justice  plainly  evidenced  to  thee  : 
And  in  these  circumstances  would  be  seen 
The  moral  of  the  interdicted  tree. 


I 


broufphC  about  hj  lleacengUgtiifring-a  idobI  just  and  bat;  Friuce,  «ia«3l 
reTorm  the  iinle  of  Ihe  Churcli  and  of  the  fajtbful  Cbrvtians."  Otthn 
CammcDlD.  44.  "  Tlie  Pape,aad  Uie  adutleroua  Romiin  C<mrt.can- 
twniniitwi  with  every  vice."  landino.  50.  i.  e.  Shall  pcrfbnn  Ih 
pu-l  of  (EdIpuB,  Id  afibrding  on  eiplnnitiDn  of  Ihs  enij^a ;  and  viibonl 
the  miaohitf  the  Tbebana  suffered  from  Tbemii.  55.  Brainc 
repeats  her  uijunclion  to  Dante  in  the  lut  oaD to  (line  103),  to  reoordahai 
be  bad  Men,  for  the  benefit  of  maakiad.  bl.  First,  through  Idam, 
■aoondly,  through  the  Emgwrors.  63.  "  In  ihii  period  Dtuite  oom. 
prebenda  the  yean  Adam  lived,  together  iriih  those  be  psMed  in  Limbo.' 
BiaipoH,  68.  Elaa  It  a  river  between  Florrnea  and  Pisa,  pi 
putnfyuig'  qualiliea. — False  pleaaurea  lire  oomjHkrod  to  Pyrsmiw.  darl 
iog  the  mind  with  sin.  73.  Sua  Par.  iivi.  1 15,  vhere  Adam  aay* 
■'  that  luting  of  the  tree  wa*  not  in  itsslf  the  cause  of  hii  lonif  ti&t 
-  -   ..                        .,.._.  -J  dlaobedleooe 


Ddn'cnian  of  Ood'i  commandmcn 
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Bat  nnoe  thine  intellect  is  turned  to  stone,  78 

And  is  80  dyed  by  sin,  that  at  the  glare 
Of  these  my  woitis  'tis  dazed  and  overthrowni 

Bear  them  along  with  thee,  if  not  expressed, 
Sketched  out  at  least ;  like  pilgrim  wont  to  bear 
His  staff,  returning  home,  with  pslm-leaf  dressed." 

Then  I :  "As  wax  the  impression  doth  retain,  79 

Which  from  the  seal  imprinted  it  derives, 
So  now  bj  thee  is  stamped  my  very  brain. 

But  wherefore  doth  th^  wished-tor  conyerse  soar 
Above  my  mind,  which,  as  the  more  it  strives 
To  reach  the  summit,  loses  it  the  more  P" 

^  The  school  which  thou  hast  followed,"  she  replied,     85 
''  I  wish  thee  to  discern,  and  see  how  fiyr 
Its  lore  falls  short  in  following  me  thy  guide ; 

And  see  how  distant  from  the  path  divine 
The  ways  of  man — as  distant  e'en  as  are 
From  earth  those  heavens  which  most  exalted  shine." 

"  I  cannot  recollect,"  I  answered  her,  91 

"  Any  estrangement  in  my  love  for  thee ; 
Nor  doth  my  conscience  tell  me  that  I  err.'* 

**  1£  then"  (this  answer  with  a  smile  she  gave) 
**  Thou  canst  not  call  it  to  thv  memory. 
Think  how  thou  lately  tastedst  Lethe  s  wave : 

And  as  from  smoke,  fire  surely  is  inferred,  97 

So,  of  a  will  enticed  away  elsewhere 
Doth  this  oblivion  prove  the  guilt  incurred. 

Truly  my  words  as  niiked  now  shall  be, 
As  haply  may  thine  eyes  be  fit  to  b«ur, — 
Not  wont  such  mighty  mystery  to  see." 

"With  more  resplendence  and  with  slower  pace  108 

The  sun  on  tne  meridian  mounted  high. 
Whose  aspect  varies  with  the  change  of  place— 

When,  as  a  scout  sent  out  before  a  buid 
Draws  up,  on  seeing  aught  of  novelty ; 
E*en  thus  the  seven  fair  damsels  tooK  their  stand 

At  the  far  limit  of  a  death-like  shade^  109 

Like  that  beneath  black  boughs  and  foliage  green 
O'er  the  cool  streams  in  Alpine  glens  displayed* 

66.  Tbt  MboolinwbieliDuitelMidbara  brought  up  wm  thst  of  tkt  oor- 
•wM  Pimey — "  tgaehing  fer  oomiMndmiitt  Um  dootrinMof 
«ebool  or  pnctiod  infldiUty. 
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-  Springing  before  them  from  the  self-same  wntres 
Methought  were  Ti^ria  and  Euphrates  seen,— 
Like. friends,  each  loth  to  take  a  separate  oourae. 

"  0  liglit,  O  glory  of  the  human  raee,  US 

What  water  this,  which  flows  with  double  tide 
Porth  from  one  fount,  borne  hence  thro'  distxnt  epace  t" 

To  my  request  was  made  this  answer  s  "  Pray 
Malelda  to  infona  thee." — Then  replied 
(Like  one  who  i>omewhat  in  excuse  would  say) 

The  beauteous  maid :  "  Bv  me  were  told  to  him  121 

Both  these  and  other  tliinga ;  and  sure  fun  I 
That  Lethe's  water  hath  not  made  them  dim. 

Then  Beatrice:  "  Perhaps  some  weightier  cure, 
Which  oftentimes  destroys  the  memory. 
Hath  made  the  inteUectnal  eje  less  dear.  __ 

To  Eunoe'a  fount  do  thou  direct  his  courae,  1Z7 

And,  as  thou  art  wont,  revive  his  overthrown 
And  drooping  i-irtue  in  its  crystal  soorce." 

Like  to  some  gentle  soul,  that  fr&mcth  do 
EicuBe,  but  makes  another's  will  her  own. 
At  the  first  signal  (riven  her ; — even  so 

Advanced  the  beauteous  lady,  soon  as  she  133 

My  hand  had  taken  ;  and  with  courteous  air 
To  Statius  Boid ;  "  Thou  bear  him  company," 

Sad  I,  O  reader,  space  to  ymte — in  port 

At  least,  then  would  I  sine  that  bevemgo  rare. 
Whose  sweetness  ne'er  hod  satisfied  my  heart ; 

But  since  the  leaves,  to  this  my  second  strain  1S9 

Allowed,  are  full — no  longer  be  purtiued 
The  theme,  and  Art  restrict  me  with  her  rein. 

From  that  moat  sacred  water  back  I  came 
II«generat«',  like  plants  that  are  renewed 
With  foliage  fresh, — made  pure  throughout  my  frame. 

And  with  a  will  to  mount  the  stars  endued, 

lis.  Biven  flowin^r  throuirb  hndiw  (Orottta  ii.  10],  but  tmStd 
quuntlj.  tethe  mid  Euiwc,  acconliiig  Co  tha  poet'i  allrfoiy — At  on* 
takiii;  avtf  tbe  tncnonr  of  lia.uid  tbe  otbar  bating  ■  rFgeaamiiitf 
paver.  1S4.  Bratrics  eug^afa  that  ahe  herwlf  must  be  Iba  mae 

of  Dsnie'g  forgetfulncw  — "  »b»  itho  precluclfd  tnrr  ntbo-  Uimi^ht* 
(ixziL  es.)  139.  i.e.  "  The  [birtj-lhriie  books  aai^cd  to  i1im«q- 

tic]«  an  full— ao  Ibat  iHlh  as  mimy  of  VaniHee,  and  onii  more  of  tha  i»- 
Unto  {the  Snt  canlo  forming  niBrvl;  a  pnem  to  the  •hoi*  vorkj,  Ibi  WM 
ffn  biuidred  oiulas  Till  be  completed."     Lambaidi.  "  — 


J 


PARADISO. 


DTTBODUCTIOK. 

Bt  a  course  of  allegorical  representations  Dante  conducts 
OS  through  the  three  stages  of  human  existence. — In  the 
Inferno  we  witness  the  misery  of  sin :  in  the  Purgatorio, 
the  struggles  of  \irtue.  Those  who  have  laboured  up  the 
hill, — who  have  surmounted  the  temptations  of  this  world, 
and  begun  to  taste  the  pleasures  of  the  next,  are  described 
as  enjoying  that  peace  of  mind  which  is  imaged  by  the  ter* 
restrial  Paradise.  It  is  not,  however,  in  the  delights  of  Eden 
that  the  high  destiny  of  man  finds  its  full  accomplishment. 
Terdant  bowers  and  peaceful  streams  may  be  the  emblem, 
but  are  not  the  reward,  of  holiness.  As  through  the  trans- 
gression of  Adam  all  forfeited  the  blissful  state  of  innocence; 
80,  all  who  are  justified  through  the  merits  of  Christ,  not 
only  recover  the  original  happiness  of  their  first  parents,  but 
are  exalted  to  a  higher  state  of  felicity  than  that  from  which 
they  fell.  The  task  of  the  Poet  in  approaching  such  a  theme 
becomes  more  arduous. — In  describing  the  abodes  of  guilt 
or  of  virtue  upon  earth,  he  could  avail  himself  of  images 
furnished  by  his  simses ;  and  had  a  foundation,  as  it  were, 
for  the  exercise  of  his  imaginative  powers.  But  since  *'eve 
hath  not  seen,  nor  ear  heard,  neither  have  entered  into  tbe 
heart  of  man  the  things  which  GcmI  hath  prepared  for  them 
that  love  him,**  by  what  similitude  shall  be  described  the 
mansions  of  heaven  ?  The  atti'mpt,  indeed,  may  at  first  ap- 
pear presumptuous.  If,  however,  in  this  world  we  are  oi- 
rectea  to  "  walk  by  faith,"  and  not  "  by  sight ;"— ifi  "where 
our  treasure  is,  there  will  our  hearts  be  also/*  then  it  surely 
becomes  us  to  raise  our  minds  to  some  faint  anticipations 
ef  the  pure  and  |M.»rfect  jovs  of  the  world  to  come.  Medi- 
tating on  such  subjects,  I)aute  reali/^^d  in  his  conceptions 
the  vision  of  St.  Paul ;  and,  '*  rapt  to  the  third  heavon,  *  was 
favoured  with  a  sight  of  things  which  his  unaided  imagina- 
tion would  have  Uiled  to  conceive.  And  although  it  is 
periiapa  diificult  to  gnuip  the  full  meaning  of  those  bumiflg 
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thoughts  wliieh  or 
of  the  poet,  we  c 
an  eitraordiiiary 
theli   " 


I  frequently  thrown  forth  fiwn  the 
n  scarcely  doubt  that  he  vae  gifted  vith 
neaaure  of  divine  grace,  when  we  regard 
1  which  he  has  eipounded  the  truths 


opened  up  to  t 


1  of  auperbiunon 


the  Gospel,  i 

He  enters  upon  the  auhject  by  declaring  st  once  bi» 
intention  of  describing  the  glorious  kingdom  of  which  he 
bad  been  Touchsufed  a  sight.  The  novelty  of  his  attempt 
he  freely  confesses ;  nor  does  he  undertake  it  through  any 
confidence  in  his  own  abilities,  or  peculiar  adTantages,  but 
from  a  strong  sense  of  the  privilege  of  man  to  hold  corama- 
nion  with  bis  Maker.*  Hence  bo  combats  the  fiillacy  that 
we  are  of  necessity  hound  down  to  earth — vindicate  our 
preroeative  of  soaring  upwards  ;  and  declares,  that  did  we 
not  allow  ourselves  to  he  led  away  by  false  pleasures,  our 
tendency  woiJd  be  an  union  with  Him,  in  whom  "  we  liTfl 
and  move  and  have  our  being. "t  But  since  few  AToil  them- 
selves  of  this  high  privilege,  he  warns  those  "who  have  not 
taeted  Angels'  food  betimes,"  lest  they  venture  to  foUow  bim 
in  bis  Buhlime  aspirations. ^ 

His  elevation  is  thus  described: — Gazing  upon  Beatrice, 
be  is  endued  withpower  to  bear  awhile  the  intensity  of  the 
Divine  Light, §  This  so  wonderfully  increases,  that  "sud- 
denly day  seemed  added  unto  day;"||  as  though  Omnipotence 
bad  lighted  up  the  sky  with  another  eun;  and  he  is  insensibly 
translated  from  earth  to  heaven. 

The  first  planet,  to  which  in  company  with  bis  celestiil 
guide  he  finds  himself  exalted,  ia  the  Moon.— The  appearance 
of  its  inhabitants,  dimly  and  faintly  seen  through  an  atmoe- 

Shere  hkcned  unto  clear  and  tranquil  water,  is  beautifully 
escribed  ;i[  and  the  contentment  of  those  to  whom  this 
lowest  sphere  is  assigned,  proves  that  however  the  mansions 
of  heaven  may  difl'er  in  glory,— still,  from  the  universal 
happiness  which  conformity  to  the  will  of  Glod  produce*^  all 
form  part  of  one  glorious  and  eternal  Paradise.** 

In  the  planet  Mercury,  to  which  the  Poet  neit  a3een<da,'H' 
be  meets  with  Justinian,  who  recites  the  conquests  and 
successes  of  tlie  Homans,  in  order  to  establish  the  divine 
right  of  the  Emperors,     Having  occasion  to  mention  the 

■  •  CmM  i.  100.         tlb.i.l36,  Ilb.ii.5,10.  MI>-i-S4. 

II  lb.  i.  ei,  5  itkiiLio.      "  —  -- 
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ruction  of  JeruHolera  under  Titus,  D&ntc  i*  ted  to  the 
I  labjii-t  of  our  Saviour's  crucifixion,  and  the  redemption  of 
~  '  *  I.  This  lie  culls  "  the  moat  eiiblime  scheme  that  haa 
r  shall  be,  from  the  be^'inniug  to  the  end  of  the 
f  Vorld  ;'*'  and  he  treats  of  it  with  such  astonishing  deomess 
I  Mtd  precision,  that  from  a  few  Btaneas  may  be  e^tliered  more 
I  Mliu^divinitf  than  from  volumes  of  theoJo^col  discourses. 

The  third  hrftven  to  which  ho  ascends  is  Venus  ;t^'the 

Iftnrth,  the  Sun.|      Within  the  latter  are  seen  gloriSed 

I  -anrit*,  nho  encompass  Dante  and  Beatrice  in  two  concentric 

'  ■Tcloii,  and  by  n  most  magniHcent  simile  are  com|)arcd  to  > 

nble  niiibow.§     Having  recorded  the  praises  of  St,  Francis 


St.  Domiuic.  they  are  requested  by  Beatrice  to  sntis^ 
iositr  of  Dante  as  to  their  own  condition.  At  this 
:,  ntcii  star  iiiLTeaws  in  brilliancy;  and  in  the  warmth  of 


_  IT  eharilT  and  benevolcnco  they  break  forth  into  songs  of 

S,  while  they  daucc  around  their  terTcstrial  7isitor.||  After 
JTOB  sung  to  the  blessed  Trinity,  Solomon  tells  Dante  that 
tbe  brightness  shed  around  them  by  the  flame  of  charity  IB 
pnportioni'd  to  tho  ordiiUT  they  severally  feel— that  on  re- 
■uming  their  hodii-s.  they  will  receive  an  accession  of  light, 
to  enable  ihem  to  sco  God ;  and  that  their  faculties  will  be 
endued  with  an  increased  capacity  for  happin 

Mounting  up   to  the   sphere   of  Mare,  the  fifth  hearei^''^ 
Dkute  now  beholds  the  sotds  of  warriors,  who  died  fightiai"^^ 
in  defenc«  of  the  faith,  ranged  in  form  of  a  cross,  along  whia. 
they  mnvo  to  the  notes  of  a  melodious  hymn.     Enamoured 
of  tiiefound,  he  forgets  awhile  even  Beatrice  hereclf."     8ud- 
deoJy  the  spirit  of  Coeciaguida  his  ancestor  descends,  like  k 


lOured  I 


itinc  star,  to  the  foot  of  the  cross,  and  fondly  addressee 
in  Wguage  similar  t'   ""    " 


o  that  used  by  Anchises  on  behold- 
ing his  son  in  the  Elysian  fields.tt     Cacciaguids  givee  a 
history  of  his  family ;    and  this  leads  him  to  contrast  the 
aaeimit  with  the  modem  state  of  Florence.     Hence  the  en- 
nrinK  canto  is  devoted  to  a  continued  lamentation  over  the 
—jdBfroeracy  of  his  country,  and  a  beautiful  de«criptian  of 
^nb  pMceful  and  contented  times   of  old.JI     Caci-iaguids 
KAon  pn<dictii  to  Dantn  his  eiile,  and  the  calamities  he  in 
^■iwut  to  •uITlt  fWnn  the  ingratitude  of  his  countTyincu.§J     • 
^■^  CanlotQ.IU.         «  lb.  *iH.  t  lb- x.  ^  Ih.  >fl 
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■  Canto  tQ.  III. 
I  lit.  liv.  13. 

It  ft.  11 


'  in 
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A  change  bow  coinps  over  Dante's  fttliiigs;  and  o 
of  aa  QfvoseioD  of  spiritual  joj,  lit.-  Rnia  hiu«t-lf  tranaloted  tu 
the  planet  Jupiter.*  Here  are  beheld  nomeroiis  stars, 
coDtaimug  the  spirits  of  those  who  hare  been  disiiuguisbed 
upon  earth  by  their  love  of  Justice.  These  presentir  ar- 
Tuige  themselres  in  form  of  an  Eaglf,  emblematieal  of  tmi- 
Teraol  government.  Proceeding  Irom  the  consideratioa  of 
eartlilv  to  that  of  heSTenly  justice,  he  TindicotcA  the  counaeU 
of  God,  and  pasue  a  eevere  censure  on  those  who  dare  lo 
arraign  Hii  decrees,  and  would  deny  the  benefit  of  our 
Sanour'e  death  to  those  who  lived  before  the  GuapeLt 

Beholding  Beatrice  increased  in  beauty,  Dante  beconu^ 
aware  of  his  elevation  to  the  planet  Saturn.  Here  are  eeeo 
contemplative  spirits,  asceniUng  a  ladder  whose  Bumiuit 
reaches  to  heaven.  By  a  smile  from  Beatrice  he  is  en- 
couraged to  ascend ;  and  is  conducted  to  the  constelladon 
of  Gemini ;  %  whence,  looking  back  through  the  spheres,  he 
surveys  our  insipuficant  globe,  and  manela  how  it  on 
engross  the  attention  of  immortal  being3.§ 

Summoned  before  St.  Feter,  St.  Jamea,  and  St.  John, 
Dante  undergoes  an  examination  upon  the  three  cnrdioal 
virtues,  which  these  three  Apostles  are  respectively  supposed 
to  represent.il  The  confession  of  his  faith  having  been  in 
tbe  ^t  place  made  to  St.  Peter,  that  Apostle  eipreases  his 
delight  by  embmung  him  three  times,  and  pronouncing  upou 
him  a  divine  benediction.^  And  here  it  may  be  re'niarke<t 
how,  amid  these  high  and  heaveuly  scenes,  the  striking  of  a 
sinf  le  chord  in  the  patriotic  breast  of  the  poet  brings  him 
Ihu^  for  a  time  to  the  things  of  earth. — That  Faith,  which 
obtained  such  approbation  &om  the  angelic  host,  he  had  first 
acknowledged  at  his  baptism  in  the  Cburch  of  St.  John  at 
Florence.  The  thought  of  his  native  country,  Irom  which 
be  bad  been  so  cruelly  bomshed,  is  immediately  associMed 
with  the  hope  of  his  return.  He  suddenly  interrupts  the 
coarse  of  his  narration;  and  in  an  ardent  rcmoostniKc 
sutidpates  the  meed  of  bis  exertions  in  the  cause  of  T^digion.** 

In  hie  examination  by  St.  James,  he  tellf  us  that  hedniwd 

faia  first  encouragement  to  place  bis  Hope  in  God  &om  tbe 

PeaJins  of  David;  and  this  confession  draws  forth  tbe  ajm- 

pathy  of  the  heavenly  host,     St.  John  is  described  as  uniting 

•  Ciolo  iriu,  B9.      t  lb.  u,  94,      t  lb.  iiii.  101.     i  lb,  xi&.  13i. 

i  Ok  iiiv.  HI.  Juri.        1   lb.  luv,  1S3.        ••  Ih.  iir.  1. 
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Jiioitelf  to  his  fellow  Apostles,  like  a  modest  Tirgiii,  who 
jojrfull^  rises  from  ber  seat,  and  enters  the  nuptial  danoe 
with  singleness  of  heart,  intent  onl^  on  doing  honour  to  the 
bridal  pair.*  This  beloved  Disciple,  who  rested  on  the 
breast  of  our  Saviour,  attracts  the  attention  of  the  poet  to 
such  a  degree,  that  Dante  is  deprived  of  sight,  and  falls  into 
a  trance.t  Ihiring  this  abstraction  from  the  things  of  earth, 
he  is  examined  bj  St.  John  concerning  Charity,  or  the  love 
of  Gk)d ;  when,  having  expressed  himself  in  sentiments  that 
elicit  the  approbation  of  heaven,  he  is  restored  to  sight  by  a 
look  from  Beatrice.^ 

After  an  interview  with  our  first  parents,  he  hears  a  h3rmn 
•ung  to  the  Trinity,  and  in  an  ecstacy  of  delight  exclaims, 

"  0  UJm  ineAUUe  I  0  rapture  pure ! 

0  life  of  love  and  peace !    0  wealth  that  knovB 
No  with  beyond, — unaullied  and  aeeanf^ 

Bi.  Feter  ihok  addressing  Dante,  gives  utterance  to  a  lofty 
discourse  against  Pope  Boniface  as  an  usurper,  and  declares 
that  his  own  place  in  the  Church  is  now  vacant  in  the  sight 
of  God.  He  then  breaks  out  into  a  general  invective  against 
the  Popes  of  his  time — denounces  them  as  wolves  in  sheep's 
clothing, — upbraids  them  with  their  venality  in  selling 
Indulgences,  and  charges  the  poet  to  revenl  their  wickedness 
to  the  world.  II  Such  is  the  indignation  of  the  Saints  at  the 
recital,  that  heaven  is  disturbed  by  an  eclipse,  similar  to 
that  which  took  place  at  the  death  of  our  Saviour. 

The  poet  is  now  carried  up  to  the  ninth  sphere,  or  heaven 
of  fixea  stars,  where  the  Deity  is  seen,  surrounded  l^  the 
celestial  Hierarchy,  or  nine  orders  of  Angels.l"  Beatrice 
tells  Dante  that  tne  object  of  God  in  creating  these  holy 
Beings,  **  who  are  blooming  in  an  abode  of  sempitemid 
spring,"  was  to  multiply  images  and  combinations  of  Him- 
self;— and  from  the  beauty  of  these  "  mirrors  of  the  Deity,* 
•he  argues  His  boundless  perfect  ion. •• 

All  the  praises  that  Dante  has  hitherto  bestowed  upon 
Beatrice  would  fail,  he  declares,  to  give  an  idea  of  the 
vuperhuman  loyeliness  with  which  she  is  now  invested,  as 
she  ascends  with  him  to  the  highest  heaven. 

•  CaotoxTY.  103.  t  lb.  xzv.  113,  118.  t  lb-  zzTi.  76. 

4  lb.  ZJLvU.  7.  I  lb.  zxTii.  22, 40,  52,  66.  t  lb.  xxviii.  16,  Ot). 

••  lb.  xxix.  13, 142. 
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Out  of  this  Btre&m  of  Light,  prooeediog  from  the  iaaim- 
diate  presence  of  God,  Angels  glowins'  like  nibiea  are  seat 
to  rise  and  coatemplate  themselves  in  tlie  Divine  EfiiUgeoeB: 

"  And  IS  a  cUff  loolcs  dovD  upon  tbe  bed  ^^H 

Of  nmc  clear  (tream,  to  we  bov  rjobl^  ciovncd  ^^^| 

With  fldven  and  fblia^  it  its  lofty  bead  ;  ,^^M 

So  all  frooi  earth  who  hither  e'er  rftumed,  ^^H 

Sealed  oa  loore  than  thounnd  tlirooea  around,  ^^^| 
Wittaia  tbe  Eternal  lig-bl  themaelrea  diacemeiL'' 

Tarying  tlie  description  of  the  "  beauty  of  Holiness," 
the  poet  now  compares  the  assemblage  of  the  Sainta  to  ■ 
Soae  <^  purest  white,  expanding  beneath  the  rays  tif  the 
Eternal  Sun :  and,  like  the  leaves  of  that  flower,  nnged  in 
concentric  circles  around  the  glorious  Orb  whoee  light  tiwy 
Tariouslv  enjoy.t  Amid  these.  Angels  are  seen  ascenoing  ftod 
descending,  who  aa  thejr  fly  between  the  "  Flower  and  the 
Fountain  of  their  bliss,"  impart  the  gifts  they  have  aotjoired. 
— Meditating  oa  this  blessed  scene  of  peace  and  Iotc,  tbo 
poet  suddenly  contrasts  it  with  the  stormy  condition  erf  his 
own  beloved  country. — "If  the  Barbarians,"  he  exclaim^ 
"  were  aatoniahed  at  beholding  Some  on  their  arrival  from 
the  north, — 

1  vho  frotn  earth  to  an  inunortal  Tane 

Had  pmaed, — from  time  into  etemilj — 

rrom  FkirencH  la  a  people  Jnsl  and  sane — 
AVhat  ^eat  aitaniibmeiil  bulLke  wa*  miae  !**( 

Then,  as  he  looks  "with  searching  ken"  throogfa  the 
several  ranks  of  the  blessed,  he  compares  himself  to  a  pilgrim, 
who  urived  at  last  before  the  temple  he  has  long  desired  to 
see,  surveys  it  with  fond  delight,  in  the  hope  of  being  able^ 
on  bis  return  home,  to  communicate  to  others  the  glories  ha 
has  witnessed. — Beatrice  he  beholds  enthroned  for  above  in 
the  highest  ciivle,  and  distinctly  visible  to  his  sight,  though 
removed  to  so  immense  a  distance.  To  her  he  poura  forth 
his  gratitude  for  enabling  him  to  see  all  these  wondrooB 
things — declares  that  to  her  he  owes  his  freedom  &om  tho 
bon^  of  sUverr,  and  implores  a  continuance  of  her  pro 
tection ;  so  that  bis  soul,  some  future  day,  may  quit  ita  eaiihly 
tenement,  purified  and  appn>%-ed  by  her.§  By  the  intercenioD 
of  St.  Bernanl,  Dante  is  endued  with  grace  to  look  npon  tbe 

■  OuilD  m.  109.         i  lb.  uii.  10 ;  xxiu.  IS.         %  lb.  xxzL  37. 
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brightnees  of  Jehorah  ;*  and  offers  up  a  prayer  that  he  maj 
be  enabled  to  «how  forth  to  unborn  nations  some  traces  of 
the  glory  revealed  to  him.  In  the  profundity  of  the  Divine 
Light  he  beholds  all  that  the  universe  contains — his  power 
of  vision  gaining  force  as  he  prolongs  the  contemplation, — 
till,  absorbed  in  the  overwhelming  glory  of  the  sight,  he  finds 
it  impossible  to  turn  away.f  He  attempts  to  describe  the 
Trini^  by  comparing  its  appearance  to  three  circles  of 
different  hues,  but  of  like  ounensions.  He  then  decLires 
that  he  had  attained  the  simimit  of  his  desire— his  will  and 
affections  being  wholly  merged  in  the  will  of  the  Almighty. 


THE  MATERIAL  HEAVENS, 

UH)  THEIR   GVmnrG   nrTELLIGENCES   OB  AITGELS. 
{Frequently  r^erred  to  in  the  Paradito.) 

Dante  followed  the  Ptolemaic  system,  which  supposes  our 
earth  to  be  at  rest  in  the  centre  of  the  system,  ana  tnat  there 
are  nine  heavens  (besides  the  empyrean)  wheeling  round  it, 
in  circles  that  increase  in  size  and  rapidity  of  motion,  accord- 
ing to  their  distance  from  the  centre.  Their  order,  reckoned 
from  that  centre,  is  as  follows,  according  to  Dante  in  his 
Convito. 

**  1.  The  Moon.  2.  Mercury.  8.  Venus.  4.  The  Sun. 
5.  Man.  6.  Jove.  7.  Satium.  8.  The  Stars.  9.  The 
Primum  Mobile,  (not  discernible  except  by  the  motion  it 
imparts  to  the  other  heavens)— crystalline,  i.e.  diaphanous 
or  tranHpan>nt— its  motion  exceeding  swift,  through  the  in- 
tensely fenent  desire  which  every  part  of  the  ninth  heaven 
has  to  be  united  with  every  part  of  that  most  divine  and 

Saceful    heaven    fthe  empyrean)   in  which  the    Primum 
obile  wheels,  with  such  desire  that  it  is,  as  it  were,  in- 
conceivable.'*    (Dante,  Convito  Trat.  ii.  4.) 

Danti>  followed  also  the  system  of  Dionysius  the  Areopagite, 
who  in  the  books  attributed  to  him  (See  Par.  ii.  117,  and 
xxviii.  180)  lays  down  that  there  are  nine  orders  of  Intelli- 
^uces  or  Angels.  And  these  angels  Dante  believed,  in 
common  with  many  of  the  Fathers,  influenced  the  nine 

•  Canto  xxxiii.  43.  f  lb.  zxziii.  97. 
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802  ncTBODUcTiOK  to  the  pa^kjoiiso.  ^^H 

Heavens  reapectivelj,  whence  descended  their  influence  V^ft  ' 
earth.     ("  We  must  know  that  the  rays  oi  eadt  hejT«n,  «■  ' 
the  means  by  whieh  their  Tirtue  descends  on  tbinirs  bdov.T 
Convito  Trtit.  ii.  7.)     "It  is  manifest  to  iu  that  t^Me 
creatures  (the  Angela)  exist  in  the  greatest  number;  since 

H0I5  Church declares  of  tbeee  most  ngble 

oeatiues  that  they  are  as  it  were  innumerable,  and  divides 
them  into  three  Hierarchies ; — and  each  Hierarchy  has  thKe 
ranks,  since  the  Church  affirms  that  there  are  nine  orders  of 
spiritual  creatures.  The  first  is  that  of  the  Angels ;  the 
second  that  of  the  Archangels;  the  third,  of  the  Thrones;  and 
these  three  orders  fonn  the  firat  Hierarchy.  .  .  .  Then  fol- 
low the  Dominations,  next  the  Virtues,  then  the  Prince- 
doms; and  these  form  the  second  Hierarchy.  Abore  thew 
are  the  Powers,  and  the  Cherubim,  ani  above  all  iIk 
Sernphim;  and  these  form  the  third  Hierarchy,"  (Con- 
rito   Trat.  ii.  cap.  yi.) 

According  to  this  two-fold  system. 

Id  the  mriaible  Heavens,  lu  Ibe  mBlerul  IlMTrni. 

The  Seraphim        actuated    The  Primum  Mobile. 


The  Cherubim 
The  Thrones 
The  DominationB 
The  Virtues 
The  Powers 
The  Principalities 
The  Archangels 
"Hie  Angels 


The  sphere  of  the  fixed  al 
Tliat  of  Saturn. 

—  of  Jupiter. 

—  ofBIars. 

—  of  the  Son. 

—  of  Vei 

—  of  Mercury. 

—  oftheMw 


PARADISO. 


CANTO  I. 

▲BOUMEKT. 

Bipt  to  the  hifrhent  beavra,  Dante  experienoet  a  ehangs  in  hit  BAtare, 
throujrb  ui  iufitfioii  of  dinne  gnce. 

'^  The  rIot}'  of  the  Lord,  to  all  things  given,  1 

With  CTcater  lustre  here,  with  lesser  there, 
Penades  Creation. — In  that  sphere  of  heaven 

TThich  most  abundantly  receives  his  light 
Wim  I, — and  saw  what  no  one  may  declare, 
"NVTio  hath  descended  from  such  glorious  height : 

For  drawing  near  unto  its  chiefest  Good,  7 

Depths  HO  profound  our  intellect  explores, 
It  cannot  by  the  memory  be  pursued. 

Yet  whats(x*vtT  of  that  holy  clime 

Is  tTea!*un*d  up  within  my  mental  stores. 
Shall  now  be  made  the  8ubjt»ct  of  my  rhyme. 

^lake  me  such  vessel  of  thy  niight,  O  thou  13 

]irnip:n  Apollo,  and  so  aid  mv  strain, 
Tliat  thy  loved  laurel  may  ad^om  my  brow. 

(One  of  Punia-MHus'  heights  so  far  was  found 
Sufficient,  but  I  now  require  the  twain. 
Ere  with  success  my  last  emprize  be  crowned :) 

Enter  mv  breast,  and  wake  sucn  numbers  there  19 

As  when  the  daring  ISIarsyas  thou  of  old 
Didst  from  the  scabbard  of  his  members  tear. 

O  Power  divine  !  if  thou  wilt  succour  deign, 
Tliat  I  a  faint  resemblance  mav  unfold 
l)f  that  bli'st  kingdom  traced  within  my  brain,— 


1.  "It  i«  evident  thiit  the  Divine  Li(rht,  t.  r.  the  Ditine  Ooodneas, 
IVisdom  and  Virtue,  thine  everywhere.**  Ilante,  ni-dicfttion  of  the  Par»- 
diM.  4.  **  Caught  up  into  Paradise,  the  third  heaven,"  like  St, 

l*aul,  Dante  heard  **  unvpeakahle  words,  which  it  i»  not  lawful  for  a  man 
t'l  utur."  2  Cor.  xii.  4.  20.  Tlie  Satjr  Martyaa,  baring  defied  the 

muficol  powen  of  Apollo,  wa*  flayed  alive  for  hia  audacity. 
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Thou  ahalt  betold  me  come  to  thy  loved  tree. 
And  wreathe  mv  brow  with  those  tm&ding  bayt 
"Whii^h  tliis  eiafted  theme  Hhall  wia  for  me. 

So  rarely  Poet  now  to  these  Mpirea, 
Or  Cteear,  to  attain  immorta]  praise, 
(Shame  and  disgrace  to  man's  low  born  desires) 

Thatjoy  should  to  the  Delphic  God  arise, 
IVien  haply  any  one  attempts  to  gain 
The  high  reward  of  the  Peneian  prize. 

Prom  little  Hpark  mav  burst  &  mighty  Same; 
And  after  me  perchance  with  loftier  strain 
May  other  bard  response  from  Cyrrha  claim. 

Through  various  openings  hursts  on  mortal  eves 
The  lamp  of  this  our  world ;  but  that  which  jcnna 
Four  circlea  with  three  crosses  best  supplies 

His  light,  as,  rising  by  a  fairer  road. 

And  lioppier  star,  he  tenipere  and  combines 
The  mundane  wax  in  more  congenial  mode. — 

Through  such  an  opening  mom  was  there  displayed. 
And  twilight  here; — that  hemisphere  was  brigbt^ 
While  all  the  other  was  enwrapt  in  shade, 

"When  Beatrice  I  saw  her  eyes  upraise. 

And  on  the  left  confront  the  sun's  full  light; — 
60  never  eagle  fixed  his  stediaat  gaz<^. 

As  from  the  first  proceeds  the  second  ray, 
Beflected,  as  though  heaven  ognin  it  sought. 
Like  pilgrim  bent  upon  his  homeward  way ; 

So  I,  her  eyes  regarding,  while  she  stood 
Contemplative,  her  very  action  caught ; 
And  witn  unearthly  ken  the  sun  I  vievred- 


36.  A  city  devoled  lo  Apollo.  37.  Tiii  Sua  n  nid  to  ria*  ikvofh 

TirioB*  apcning*,  bemute  Ifau  mgn  or  Ihe  lodbtc,  vbeuce  be  tiuti|e«. 
Tariei  vilh  ihe  tatoat.  40.  Tbc  apening-  here  (pokm  of  a  (bat 

wbrn  th«  lun  rises  in  Aria,  conjoiaed  wilL  Vi^nus,  the  "  bsppiiir  ■lar' — 
vii.  in  the  epring  ;  wlien  the  earlfa  ig  beat  guitnl  la  ncdre  ihe  iiapnmm 
of  hi*  b«nii.  At  this  tine  (Le  boriion,  the  lodiao,  the  niuaior.  and  IJh: 
cqninoctliil  colour  join,  inieraactiu;  eadi  other,  and  fonu  iliree  aumta. 
43.  It  iru  nionun;  Ht  ihia  time  in  PuwUito,  md  ni^bi  on  earth. 
49.  <.  r.Th«  nj  of  reflection,  g-enrnted  by  tluU  of  inddoiH,  tunw  faad^ 
like  the  pilpim,  iftvr  lie  bn  attained  the  object  of  hi*  jootd^. 
S3.  The  grace  of  God,  reflected  from  Beatrice  to  Danie,  codiws  iuB  witk 
nqmtiuiniin  power. 


Hudi  is  aeoorded  in  that  hulv  plnre 

I>eiiied  ni  here ; — tbuikB  U>  the  hMiloved  ground 
Hailf  for  the  dwellinp;  of  tlie  hiimai 

Xot  loiig  could  I  endure  the  ardent  g 

Yrt  loug  eooogh  to  eoe  spArks  burst  around, 
Such  as  we  tee  from  red  not  iron  Aov. 

Suddeuty  day  teemed  added  unto  day  ; 
As  thou0i  another  nun  had  in  the  iikiea 
Been  »('t  by  ilim  irhu  rulei  with  boandleei  away. 

Id  raptured  gaze  Btiiod  Beatrii-e.  intent 

Upon  tho  et^Tial  wheels ;  and  I — mine  eyes 
Dmirn  from  the  sun,  and  on  her  face  now  bent — 

Felt,  B»  I  loubed  upon  her.  auch  emotioo, 
Am  Olaucua,  tootiag  of  the  bprb,  nliich  made 
Uim  fit  ouniponion  fur  the  Ooda  of  oecan. 

That  superhuman  change  words  cannot  ahow ; 
Theu  let  sutBce  the  examples  now  diiplayed  : — 
Grace  niav  here«f\vr  fuller  proof  bestow. 

Whclhi-r  iu'iipirit  only  I  waa  there. 

llluiiied  by  tbec  0  Love,  that  rulest  the  skies, 
Thou  knowtst,  who  ntised  me  to  that  heavt'oly  ^hc 

What  time  the  nbeel  thou  movent  eternally 
Bv  thy  atti«etive  power,  had  drawn  mine  eyes 
W'ith  the  iweet  LannonT  attuned  by  Thee, 

The  sun  so  lighted  up  the 'heaven,  that  ne'er 
Did  kke,  augmented  or  by  flood  or  nun. 
Of  such  «  braad  and  vast  exmnae  ^tpear. 

The  novel  sound  and  naj^  tigu  inspued 
Deatre  so  strong  the  cause  to  asoertain 
Am  never  had  before  my  bonom  fired : 

When  bIu^,  to  whom  were  all  mv  thoughts  nvesled. 
As  to  iiiyicif,  ere  1  my  wish  could  hU, 
To  calm  uy  troubled  mind  her  lips  unsealed. 

U.  1. 1.  Out  flwultk*  m  hr  mora  ftrtret  bi  the  lenMtruI  PmAiM, 

whtf  Duila  «■■.  tban  oa  tailh.  U.  i. «.  Th*  mro'  eiraling  iphan* 

if  Ilrsvn.  68.  Obtwui  i«  faUnd  U  hare  b*n)  s  flahumu,  wbo 

■  had  eaiwM  Wp  liwli  ipW  Hw  ass,  fM  apas  tha  gnim 

Jlala,a)t3twwn>aa>riMlMtr.  73.  >•  WkMfew 

Mil,  «r  vbetlMr  Ml  at  iha  bsdj,  I  eanwt  MK." 

76.  Tha  tvanaa,  waocAof  to  nat».  aia  kspl  la 

«  br  tlw  te«*  aT  Osd,  MtroailiiK  iban  U  IiIsmpK,  )mi  fniaa*  *s 

J  afUm  (ptaavM.  ia   The  bamwDj  nunlioDad  llae  78. 
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Kff  BiBADlSO. 

"  Fnnnes  imtrue  have  dulled  thy  mental  Bigbt ; 
Aoid  things,  that  otherwise  were  aeea  full  wdl, 
Are  thus  enveloped  in  perpetual  night. 

Thou  art  not,  as  thou  tliiokest,  upon  earth ; 
But  not  to  swift  shoots  down  tne  lightiim|;'i 
As  thou  dost  mount  to  where  it  has  its  birt^' 

If  these  her  words  condse,  to  me  addressed 
With  smiling  lip,  my  former  doubt  o'ercame, 
Now  by  another  was  I  still  oppressed ; 

And  said : — "  Mv  greatest  doubt  is  at  an  end ; 
But  yet  it  wakes  within  me  wonderment. 
How  through  these  lighter  bodies  I  sseend." 

With  pitying  look  her  eyes  on  me  were  thrown ; 
Anil  hcr's  waa  like  a  mother's  gaze,  intent 
Vpon  the  face  of  her  delirious  son. 

She  then  begMi :- — "  A  law  of  Order  reigns 
Throughout  Creation  ;  and  this  law  it  is 
Which  like  to  God  the  universe  mabtains. 

Herein  do  higher  creaturea  see  displayed 
The  trace  of  the  Eternal  Might ;  and  this 
The  end  for  whieh  such  ordinance  was  mode. 

All  natures  to  this  heavenly  law  incline, 
Approaching  each,  according  to  its  kind. 
Some  more,  some  less,  unto  their  Source  Divine:. 

Hence  move  they  on  unto  their  different  ends 
Through  the  great  sea  of  Being— each  designed 
To  reach  the  port  to  which  its  instinct  tends. 

Thifl  upward  to  the  moon  doth  fire  dirwt ; 

This  moves  the  heart  of  mortals ;  this  doth  bind 
The  globe  itself,  and  earth  to  earth  connect. 

Creatures  devoid  of  intellect,  no  less 

This  arrow  strikes,  than  those  of  nobler  kind, 
Who  both  intelligence  and  love  possess. 

The  Providence  which  regulates  the  whole 
Makes  ever  with  its  light  that  heaven  content 


i 


lOG.  "  It  ia  the  iotiation  of  God  IbU  every  ara.Ud  thing  •twuU  n- 

pmenl  the  diviDe  likene»  u  hi  as  ita  naiurr  pcrtuia And  (bongli  il 

cannot  be  Mid  ttut  inferior  crealDra  are  made  in  the  inup  nf  Ood,  idD 
■It  OMj  be  nid  to  bear  a  limilitude  of  Him,  sinp«  the  wbole  n  ~ 
BOthiog  etM  bal  ■  trace  of  the  Diviae  Goodaett," 
p.  S*.  (FntioeUi). 
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In  which  the  heaven  of  greater  speed  doth  roU 
Aiid  thither,  as  to  a  predestined  sitt*. 

Impels  us  now  that  cord's  instinctive  bent, 

"NVnose  constant  aim  is  to  confer  delight. 
•Tis  true,  that  often — as  from  artist's  hand  127 

A  form  proceeds  not  answering  his  design, 

Because  the  matter  hears  not  his  command ; — 
So  will  the  creature,  moved  by  adverse  force. 

Being  free  to  stand  or  fall,  sometimes  decline, 

And  swerve,  thus  tempted,  from  the  appointed  course, 
(E'en  as  we  see  fire  falling  from  a  cloud)  133 

If  the  first  impulse  that  would  mount  the  sky, 

To  earth  is  by  fallacious  pleasure  bowed. 
Nor  should'st  tliou  man'el  more,  if  right  I  deem. 

At  thj  ascent,  than  that  from  mountain  high 

Down  to  the  lowest  plain  descends  a  stream. 
More  wonder,  truly,  if  thou  hadst  remained  189 

Inert  below,  although  made  free  to  rise, — 

Like  living  fire,  to  rest  on  earth  constrained." 
Tlieu  unto  heaven  again  she  raised  her  eyes. 


CANTO    IL 

JlROUMZKT. 


Dante  wmrot  hif  readers  not  to  follow  bim  io  hit  ftdventorout  vojSf^  on* 
leM  thf  J  have  accustomed  themselres  to  divine  oontemplaliooa.  The 
first  planet  he  visits  is  the  Moon. 

O  TE  who  fain  would  listen  to  my  song,  1 

Following  in  little  bark  full  eagerly 
My  venturous  ship,  that  chantmg  hies  along, 

Tuni  and  behold  your  native  shores  again ; 
Tempt  not  the  deep,  lest  haply  losing  me, 

Its,  The  Empyrean.  1 38.  As  it  is  natural  for  water  to  descend, 

•o  is  it  natural  for  man,  when  not  impeded  by  sin,  to  contemplate  the 
heavens,  and  approach  Qod,  in  whose  image  he  was  made. 

2.  The  poet  compares  himself  to  one  meditatin^r  a  voyage,  at  in  the 
opening  of  the  Purgstorio,  "  The  I'ght  bark  of  my  genius  hoists  her  sail.'* 
<'oorinuing  the  metaphor,  and  assuming  now  a  ship  for  bis  genius,  as  more 
fittf^l  ftir  the  deep  ocean  he  is  about  to  enter,  he  warns  those  who  would 
follow  him  in  his  dangerous  voyage,  not  to  make  the  attempt,  ualcM  thej 
have  betimes  accustomed  themselves  to  heavenly  oontereplatioo^ 


In  unknown  wtha  bewildered  je  remain.  ^ 
I  am  the  first  this  Toyage  to  essay ; 

Minerva  breathes — Apollo  is  my  guide  : 

And  new  bom  Muses  do  the  Bears  display. 
"tfe  other  few  who  have  looked  up  on  hign 

For  Angels'  food  betimes,  e'en  here  supplied 

Lareelj,  but  not  enough  to  aatiefy, — 
'Mid  tne  deep  ocean  ye  your  course  may  take. 

My  track  pursuing  the  pure  waters  toTough, 

Ere  reunites  the  quickly  closing  wake. 
Those  glorious  ones  wlio  drove  their  venturous  prow 

To  Colchos,  wondered  not  as  ye  will  do, 

"When  they  saw  Jaaon  working  at  the  plough. — 
The  ceaeeless  innate  thirsting  of  the  soul 

Bore  US  to  God's  own  dwelling  at  such  pace 

As  men  on  earth  perceive  the  sphere  to  rolL 
I  looked  on  Beatrii*— and  she  on  heaven ; 

And  in  the  time  that  to  its  resting-place, 

Shot  from  the  Btring.  an  arrow  may  be  diiren. 
Tip  to  a  lofty  region  was  I  brought. 

Where  things  of  wondrous  aspect  met  my  g«e: 

Then  she,  to  whom  was  known  my  every  thought, 
Turned  to  me.  glad  as  beautifiJ,  and  said : 

"  See  thnt  a  gratefiil  heart  to  Qod  thou  raise, 

Bv  whom  to  this  first  star  we  have  been  led." 
Methougfat  a  cloud  enveloped  us  -all  bright,  81 

PuL'shed,  and  solid,  and  of  brilliancy 

Like  diamond  sparklin"  with  the  solar  light. 
The  eternal  jiearl  receii-ea  us,  as  a  rav 

In  water  la  received — not  parted  by 

The  beams  that  through  its  Hubstaace  make  their  ynx. 
If  I  were  in  the  body.—  (and  in  vain  37 

The  human  intdleet  desires  to  know 

How  one  dimension  others  can  contain,) 

doB.  ID.  "  O  luppyifaow  few  who  Mini  that  ubtewbpre  the  hraad 

of  An^l>  b  Fstea '  aud  imiotaeil  thoae  who  partake  of  limd  iiaiiiwuii  t» 
■nimaUI''    Danlr,  Convilo  T«i  Leap.  I,  16.  The  AnjwwoB^— 

AfliT  lamiog  lierj  bulU.  Jaaon  pluu^boj  land  tritb  Ihim,  and  Mtwwd  ic  wiSi 
arrpenl'i  leelb,  nbent.i' tpnuig  in>-ii.  2i.  The  rncion  ofibe  ngia. 

callrd,  line  34,  "iherti^rDnJ  iK^rJ,**  tnd  lin*  30,  "Ihe  fini  ■tar,*' ■•  boiRG' 
Ui(  Gnt  to  wbich  Dune  ucendi. 
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With  groati^r  srdour  should  we  he  incited 

To  »ee  that  EflMOoe,  which,  revealed^  will  show 
How  God  and  man  in  tuhetance  were  united. 

This,  which,  not  proved,  through  faith  we  now  believe,  43 
Then  shall  we  see,  all  open  to  our  view, 
Like  the  first  truth  our  youthful  minds  receive. 

I  answered :  *'  Lady,  unto  him  I  paj 

The  tribute  of  mj  heart — ^most  deeply  due, 
Who  from  the  earth  hath  borne  me  thus  awaj. 

But  if  it  please  thee,  those  dark  spots  explain  49 

Upon  the  surface  of  this  body  shown, 
T\  hich  cause  on  earth  the  fabling  tales  of  Cain.'* 

At  tbu  she  gently  smiled ;  then  answered  me : 
"If  man's  opinion  be  to  error proi^ 
(And  sense  supplies  a  most  detective  key) 

Surely  thou  shouU*st  not  qiuul  beneath  the  stings  65 

Of  wonder  now,  since  unto  thee  'tis  clear 
Tlmt  reason,  following  sense,  hath  feeble  wings. 

But,  tell  me,  what  to  thee  these  slmdows  seem  P*' 
Then  I :  **  The  different  colours  that  appear, 
Proceed  from  bodie«  dense  or  rare,  I  deem." 

She  thon  replied :  *'  Full  surely  shalt  thou  sea  61 

How  sunk  in  error  thy  belief,  if  well 
Thou  list  my  reasoning  to  the  contrary. — 

In  the  eighth  sphere  is  found  full  many  a  star 
Differing  in  size  and  kind,  as  thou  may'st  tdl| 
Judging  from  what  their  various  aspects  are. 

If  dense  or  rare  brought  such  effect  about,  67 

Distributed  in  different  degrees. 
One  single  influence  would  prevail  throughout : 

But  varied  influences  needs  must  owe 
Their  source  to  formal  principles  •  yet  these, 
Save  one,  thy  argument  destroyed  would  show. 

Again,  if  it  were  true  th«t  rarity  73 

.   St.  6««  Inf.  XX.  135,  sad  Doto.  69.  Dut*  sttrilmtai  tbt  ipoli 

in  th«  moon  to  a  tuppoted  rarity  in  certain  parte ; — Baatrioa  to  tb«  4«;ri« 
in  which  the  Angrl  who  dtr«et»  the  stars  partakes  of  the  divine  spleadoor. 
8«e  line  145.  i'Ae  trdious  disquisition  that  follows  to  the  end  of  the  oaato 
is  calrulatrd  to  Jrad  to  ■  ? ery  erroaeoos  eooecption  of  the  poelfs  geaiua. 
Yet  it  has  brcn  imitatsd  bj  Milton.)  71.  A  sebolastie  trm,  mtrnt 

inf  eastvtial  souiore  or  eaaiaes,  i.  «.    the  A&g«ls :  wbiooo  Milton  oslklhtM 
ktial  powers.**     Btf.  LoM,  v.  840. 


let  be,-  ^^^^^^^^H 


Cause  of  the  darknese  on  its  eurfsce ' 
Void  in  some  places  must  this  plnnet 

As  in  a  bodv,  tat  and  lean  abouna 

In  different  proportions  :  so  would  here 
This  volume's  leaves  of  different  siie  be  found. 

The  sun's  eclipse  would  prove  the  iai-t  if  true ; 
As,  when  one  rare  ia  oa  another  brought. 
The  light  thus  added  shines  transparent  throDgh  i 

But  this  ia  not ;  and  if  I  clearly  show 

The  one  case  false,  the  other  falls  to  noti|^t ; 
Thy  aupposition  thus  I  overthrow. 

And  some  impediment  there  needs  must  be, 

If  the  light  may  not  through  the  substance  pass. 
So  that  the  dense  resist  its  contrary. 

Hence  is  the  ray  reflected  back  again. 
As  colouis  are  reflected  from  a  glass. 
Which  lead  concealed  behind  it  doth  contain. 

Now  thou  wilt  say  the  shadows  seem  more  black 
In  one  place  than  another ;  since  the  force 
That  throws  them  out  is  seated  ftirther  back. 

Of  this  thy  doubt  would'st  thou  be  satisfied, 
Experience  will  instruct  thy  mind,  that  source 
Whence  are  the  rivers  of  your  arts  supplied. 

Three  mirroiB  take,  and  of  them  move  away 
Two  in  like  mode,  and  let  thine  eye  the  odo 
At  greater  distance  'twist  the  two  survey. 

Then  let  a  lamp  behind  thee  stationed  be. 
So  that  its  light  on  all  of  them  be  thrown, 
And  come  again  reflected  back  to  thee. 

Although  the  distant  one  not  through  so  vast 
A  space  extend,  yet  hence  thou  wilt  behold 
From  all  the  three  an  equal  radiance  cast- 
Now,  as  the  ground  bonmth  the  sparkling  snow 
Loses  its  colour,  and  becomes  less  cold. 
When  struck  by  Phcebus'  ardent  rays — e'en  so 

Thy  mind,  of  error  disabused,  with  light 
So  Tivid  would  I  fnin  illuminate, 
That  it  shall  quiver  on  thy  wondering  sight. 

Within  the  heaven  where  peace  eternal  live«. 
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OAHTO  n.  811 

CiideB  a  bodj,  fraught  with  power  so  great. 

Each  object  in  it  motion  thence  reoeiyes. 
The  heaven  that  follows,  bright  with  manj  a  star,        115 

Imparts  this  motion  to  the  essences 

Which,  though  distinct,  hj  it  qacompassod  are. 
Their  varied  properties  each  other  heaven 

Doth  variousbr  dispose  ci,  so  that  these 

Are  eadi  to  their  own  seed  and  object  given. 
These  organs  of  the  universe  thus  move,  121 

Each  to  the  circle,  lower  in  degree, 

Diffusing  virtue  drawn  from  that  above. 
Observe  attentively  how  I  my  way 

Make  towards  the  truth,  so  much  desired  by  thee ; 

That  henceforth  from  the  ford  thou  mayest  not  stray. 
From  blest  Intelligences  needs  must  flow,  127 

Motion  and  influence  to  each  several  round ; 

As  to  the  hammer  from  the  artist's  blow : 
So,  that  same  heaven  with  stars  resplendent  diffht 

Bcceives  its  impress  from  the  Mind  profound, 

That  rolls  it  ever  through  the  fields  of  light. 
And  as  the  soul  within  your  clay  confined,  133 

Pervades  the  several  members  of  the  frame. 

Which  unto  various  functions  are  assigned ; 
Thus  doth  intelligence  with  goodness  fill 

The  orbs  of  heaven ; — though  multiplied,  the  same ; 

On  its  own  unity  revolving  still. 
Each  different  virtue  forms  a  different  union  139 

With  that  fair  star  enlivened  by  its  beams, 

As  soul  and  body  hold  in  you  communion. 
Shi  DCS  through  each  orb  the  influence  diversely. 

Swayed  by  the  joyous  nature  whence  it  streams, 

Like  gladness  through  the  pupil  of  the  eye. 
Hence  is  derived  the  difference  that  we  man  145 

'Twixt  star  and  star,  and  not  from  dense  or  dear; 

And  this  the  formal  cause,  whence  light,  and  dark. 
Proportioned  to  it,  on  the  moon  appear." 

115.  L  t.  The  hMYM  of  the  fixed  ctart  oommunieatee  itsmotkm  to  **  the 
cwettoet/'  or  beeveni  within  it.  121.  The  heevenlj  eirolet  are 

eeid  to  iafluenoe  thoee  within  them  bj  meane  of  their  Intelligcnoei.    See 
^  Material  Heavena,  Ice.,"  prefixed.  ISO.  See  line  1 1 5.  ]  43.  By 

ita  diiaotiDf  Intellifaoee  or  Angel. 


CANTO    III.  *^H 

ABQUUENT.  *94 

Dtole  describe  the  thadovT  forma  of  tcretui  Hoot  nei  im  tke  IMk'    ' 


That  Sim  which  first  inflamed  my  breast  with  lon^ 
Truth's  beauteous  aspect  htul  to  me  dispUjed, 
Strong  in  the  power  to  prore  and  to  disprore : 

And  I,  to  arow  my  error,  uid  confesa 

The  certaintj  oa  which  I  now  wae  ebtyed. 
With  bead  uprai^  was  fain  mv  guide  to 

But  lo !  a  Tision  mj  attention  croiieed, 
Which  on  itaelf  mine  evca  bo  riveted. 
The  avowal  I  contemplated  was  lost. 

And  as  through  poUsbea  glass,  or  water  clear 
And  tranquil,  not  bo  deep  but  that  the  bed 
l>iftinct  to  the  obserx'er  may  appear. 

The  fixtures  of  our  countenanw  are  viewed 
So  dimly,  that  not  peorl  on  forehead  white 
Comes  to  the  ere  with  radiance  more  subdufid 

Thus,  faces  prompt  to  spenk  I  now  bebeld ; 
Whence  fell  I  into  error  opposite 
To  that  whioh  once  Narcissus'  soul  impelled. 

Sooa  as  their  semblouce  my  attention  drew. 
Supposing  these  were  merely  forms  reflected, 
I  turned  mine  eves  the  real  forms  to  view; 

But  nought  beholding,  called  them  back  anon, 
Pull  on  the  orbs  of  my  loved  guide  directed. 
Which,  as  she  smiled,  with  holv  lustre  shone. 

"  Bo  uot  astotiisbed  that  I  smile  forsooth 

At  this  thy  childish  judgment,"  Bberetuniedj 
"  Thy  foot  not  yet  is  based  upon  the  truth. 

But  throws  thee  back  on  emptiness  again. 


i 


1.  B«trioe  is  the  fan  bere  spolKn  oL    Sht  b*d  jual  bwn  «iplaiaiif  to 
Dante  the  ciuk  of  the  apats  ia  the  Mood.  T.  The  "  vuko  '  ooMfata 

of  light  mnd  sbadov;  6gur«>eeii  in  the  ukmd.  The«.  on  ntarcr  iiMna*- 
tioQ,  proTQ  to  he  die  apirilB  ef  Uuns.  wha,  having  beea  oonfOviBca  to 
mtary,  hud  not  relumed  Id  their  coarmta  when  it  na  in  their  pmnr, 
■nd  are  therefore  lomtrd  in  the  moon,  u  an  embiem  of  tfaeii'  iiii  imatam  j 
IB.  Nuvisma,  Kvinir  the  refltction  of  hinuelf'  in  ■  fountnia.  iii|itinwiil  ii 
wu  inoiher  penon : — Dutle  fell  into  the  opponta  ecior,  ■""'-'T'^t  nti 
exacts  bt  reflected  anea. 


CAVTO  in.  MS 

True  fiibttiiiees  are  now  Inr  thee  diaceRied, 

Whom  brokea  towi  in  ezib  here  detain. 
Speak,  therefore,  and  xeiy  on  what  they  say ;  81 

For  the  True  Light  wherein  tli^y  ever  reet 

Doth  not  permit  them  from  Itaelf  to  stny." 
Then  to  the  soul  who  in  her  looka  dbpUyed 

Moat  wiflh  for  eonrerae,  I  these  words  addressed, 

Like  one  b j  oyer-eagemees  betrayed. 
**  O  well-bom  spirit,  who  in  the  glowing  flood  87 

Of  life  eternal  dost  that  sweetness  ff^ 

Which  must  be  tasted  to  be  understood ; 
To  me  it  were  a  boon  I  well  should  prise, 

Would*st  thou  thy  name  and  destmj  rereaL" 

Whereat  she  promptly,  and  with  smiling  eyea  ^— 
**  Our  chanty  ne'er  rars  ajust  desire,  48 

And  wills,  as  doth  the  Cfhari^  divine, 

That  all  her  court  to  be  like  Her  aspire.  .    * 

A  Tirgin  sister  upon  earth  i^ns  I; 

Nor  will  the  beauty  with  which  now  I  shine 

Conceal  me  from  thy  faithful  memory ; 
But  thou  wilt  know  Piccarda—  blessed  here  49 

Amid  these  multitudes  of  spirits  blest, — 

Inhabitants  of  this  the  lowest  sphere. 
Enamoured  of  the  Holy  Spirit  alone. 

We  joy  to  share  the  mansions  of  his  rest, 

And  in  his  pleasure  recognise  our  own. 
And  this  our  state,  which  lowly  seems  to  be,  5t 

Compared  with  their's  on  high,  doth  Heayen  amgn, 

Because  our  tows  were  kept  imperfectly.'* 
^  In  your  most  wondrous  features,    I  returned, 

*'  Is  manifested  somewhat  so  divine. 

No  trace  of  former  likeness  is  discerned ; 
And  this  the  cause  of  my  slow  memory :  C 

Tet  what  you  tell  me  now  assists  me  so, 

I  call  you  to  my  mind  more  readily. 
But  sa^,  ye  blessed  ones,  to  greater  neiffht 

Aspire  ye,  that  your  Maker  ye  may  know. 

And  of  his  fiK»  obtain  a  nearer  sight  W 
She  smiled ; — ^her  smile  the  other  spirits  caught,  ( 

And,  answering  me,  a  look  so  joyous  wore 

49.  6m  Por^torio,  zxiv.  10,  and  ooto. 
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As  though  the  Primal  love  that  flame  bad 

"  O  brother,  Charity  bo  calms  our  will,- 
We  know  not  wliat  it  is  to  thirst  for  more 
And  fill]  contentment  every  heart  doth  lUL 

To  loftier  region  did  we  wish  to  rise. 

Our  wishes  would  with  Hin  discordant  be, 
Who  for  our  portion  gives  these  lower  skies  :- 

Which  may  not  be,  if  thou  consider  well 
The  real  nature  of  the  charity 
"Wherein  'tia  heje  our  destiny  to  dwell. 

For  'tis  essential  to  this  state  of  blisa 
To  keep  our  wills  within  the  Will  divine. 
That  ours  may  be  identified  with  His: 

And  hence,  though  divera  are  the  seats  we  fill. 
All  bre  content  as  is  the  King  benign. 
Who  moulds  our  hearts  according  to  Hia  will. 

Our  peace  ia  in  His  will — that  ocean  yast,  83 

Whither  all  creatutvs  tend — both  those  that  He 
Creates,  and  those  by  plastic  nature  east." 

Then  was  it  clear  to  nie  that  every  place 
In  heaven  is  Paradise ; — though  diflcreut  be 
The  appointed  meoHure  of  the  heavenly  grace. 

But  as  when  sated  with  one  sort  of  meat,  9\_ 

And  craving  still  another — for  the  one  ^^^^J 

We  ofi'er  thanks,  for  the  other  we  entreat;  ^^^^| 

£'en  so  did  1; — and  showed  by  act  and  word  ^^H 

My  wish  to  know  the  threail  she  had  not  spun        ^  I 
To  itfl  fiill  end  ; — then  this  reply  I  heard: — 

"  Transcendent  purity  and  stainless  worth  97 

Have  to  a  loftier  fieaven  exalted  her, 
Whose  rules  are  still  obeyed  upon  your  earth  ; 

So  that  her  followers  may  toth  iky  and  night 

TS.  The  aBinB  eqjaj  perfect  aoDlenUumt,  whkletn  (ha  stalion  MrigMd 
tbom,  haag  nlufied  with  the  juilice  of  their  KDtenee,  tai  rengiUBgibar 
WilU  to  the  diiine  *ill.  B6.  Tbntf  made  immcdiatnlj  fay  Ood,  «Bd 

thoH  born  la  the  ooune  of  nature  by  «un«anvB   graeration.  88. 

"There  ia  oae  glory  of  the  aon."  be.  <1  Cor.  iv.  41)  i.i.  Then  will  ha 
diffgteDl  degrees  of  g;1or;  «  tbo  reaurraotioD,  even  wnoug'  the  ■puiti  et 
the  uinla.  91.  Sacufied  on  one  point,  tii.  vhether  the  iahalaiasu 

oT  the  moan  iodulged  in  hif  her  (ipintioiu,  Danlu  now  viahei  to  Jewn 
"  whnt  threul  ihe  hid  not  spun  to  its  foil  end,"  i.e.  whkt  relipow  -raw 
(be  hid  tailed  lo  perfbtm.  SS.  Sc  CIus  d'Aviii,  Abbca  of  tba 

FnudK-an  coaTent. 


OAiTTO  m.  81S 

Dwell  with  that  Bridegroom  who  TeoeiTes  each  prayer 

That  Cbariiy  makes  pfeasin^  in  Hia  aight. 
To  follow  her,  I  in  my  youthml  daya  108 

Pled  from  the  world ;  and  in  her  garb  amyed* 

Promised  observance  of  her  holy  ways. 
Men,  prone  to  evil  rather  than  to  gooo, 

Tore  me  away  from  the  sweet  cloister*a  ahade; 

Gtxl  knows  toe  life  I  afterwards  pursued. 
This  other  splendour,  seen  upon  my  right,  100 

And.  on  whose  form  abundantly  are  ahed 

Prom  all  oiur  sphere  continued  streams  of  light, 
(What  of  myself,  the  same  of  her  I  say) 

Like  me  was  sister  nun ;  and  from  her  head 

The  holy  filament  was  torn  away. 
But  to  the  world,  when  she  against  her  will  115 

Was  carried  back,  close  in  her  heart  she  wore 

The  sacred  yeil,  which  there  she  cherished  still. 
Great  Constance*  light  is  this ;  who  to  the  blast 

Which  second  came  frtnn  Swabia's  kingdom,  bore 

The  mighty  power  that  proved  the  third  and.  last.'* 
Thus  she  addressed  me — ^then  began  to  sing,  121 

"  Ave  Maria,"  vanishing  from  view, — 

As  through  deep  water  sinks  some  heavy  thing. 
Mine  eyes,  which  followed  her  till  out  of  sight, 

^^^hen  they  no  longer  could  their  aim  pursue, 

Turned  unto  one  of  more  supreme  delight, 
And  wholly  gazed  on  Beatrice ;  but  she  127 

8o  bright  a  ray  did  on  my  ^ice  reflect. 

At  first  I  could  not  bear  the  intensity ; 
And  hence  my  eagerness  to  speak  waa  checked. 


117.  Le,  The  rcli^ut  affcctioo  of  •  woman  who,  hang  married  ngmnai 
btr  will,  still  dndrei  to  return  to  the  convent.  1 18.  DAo^hter  of 

Bo^w  I.,  Kin^  of  Apulia.  She  became  a  nun  in  Palenno.  She  waa  foroed 
from  the  convent,  and  ^ven  in  marria^  to  the  Emperor  Henry  VI., 
no  of  Frederick  Darbarowa,  bj  whom  abe  became  mother  of  Fradariok  II. 
Iia.  Ucnry  VI.  120.  Frederiok  IL 


CAXTO   IT. 

Beatrice  ezpTain*  Donlo'ii  doubu  as  to  Ihe  iCMon  vbf  >0  Ii»  ■ 

acB)^ed  lo  Ihe  SiiidH  bs  tluils  Id  tha  lioaa  ; — vis.  tbU  titaj  h 
•tricdy  nlhertd  to  Umir  tows. 

Betwbbk  two  viands  equidistant  ^laoed. 

And  tempting  euuoilv,  a  man  might  die 

Of  hunger,  ere  determined  whieh  to  tast«: 
So  might  a  lamb  between  the  cravings  atand 

Of  two  fierce  wolves,  and  fear  them  equally ; 

So  might  a  do^ — a  kid  on  either  band. 
Wherefore,  indeed,  I  neither  praise  nor  blame 

Take  to  myself,  i£  un^d  by  equal  doubt, 

I  silent  of  necessity  became. 
I  spake  not — but  my  faee  a  wish  portrayed  ; 

And  with  more  force  than  I  had  spoken  out. 

That  wish  to  speak  was  h\  my  look  oouvcyed. 
And  e'en  na  Daniel  did  of  o^  when  he 

Allayed  the  wrath  of  ilie  Chaldean  king. 

Which  prompted  liim  to  unjust  cruelty  ; 
So  Beatrice : — "  I  see  thou  art  powest 

By  two  desires,  which  into  bondage  bring 

Each  other,  so  thitt  neither  is  exprest." 
Thou  arguest : — "  If  a  righteous  will  remain,  19 

Why  should  the  xiolence  by  oti)er8  wrought 

Curtail  the  mesimre  of  desert  1- — Again,  ^. 

It  causes  thee  to  ponder,  I  discern,  ^bd 

That  human  souls,  as  erewhile  ^to  tan^t,  ^H 

Seem  to  their  native  pianeta  to  ntum.  *99 

These  are  the  doubts  by  which  thy  will  is  swayed  »* 

With  equal  force : — to  tliat  wluch  doth  appear 

Most  urgent,  shall  my  answer  first  be  made. 

13.  Ab  Daaivl  fXpluiDrd  Ncbuchsdnnai'*  dmm,  and  tberebj  ap- 
peaaed  bia  wTaili  tt^iost  'he  Umgi,  ao  Bmirice  remored  the  doubts  of 
fiants.  le.  i.e.  The  intnitioD  of  Che  Nuru  n  fulfil  tlieir  tot^^ 

alluding  la  Ficcarda  and  Coiiatance.  in  the  lut  canto.  23.  nua 

taught  that  DLiT  Huls  were  oripoall;  diatribuled  among  tbeittn,  whitbtr 
they  returned.  tl\rt  the  uoion  viib  the  bod;  wia  diwolved.  ST.  Ttm 

BeotnH  here  Bhon  Ihal  Plaio'a  philoaophy  ia  not  applinable  to  bcsna ; 
snd  ibat  an^li  ud  tpirila  are  nid.  bununl;  apeakins,  to  faaradiflBint 
naatioDt  aamsaei  them,  loervlj  to  ahow  tbuiz  diffeieat  degncs  «f  ^KJ, 
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Thui  tho«e  Home  Bpirita  thou  didst  Utelj  see; 

Or  tbat  to  them  »  longer  lite  is  fliTeo. 
But  tliry  oil  reader  the  first  circle  fair, 

AaJ  tjuitt!  the  Hwoot  eiistenfe  diTerady, 

As  tiion>  or  le<M  the  Eternal  Itrpnth  they  Rhura. 
Jiot  tli»t  thi-j-  h(irci  iliBpUve<l  thpTDselvea,  to  ahow         37 

Thi»  apherc  wm  tbtnr  ollotnioiit ;  but  intended 

To  mark  their  h«ipine>w  in  iphere  bo  low. 
ThoB  must  your  iinotTBtnnding  lie  addre«t ; 

SiiiM!  xJi'ly  now  by  wiuie  is  apprehended 

Thnt  which  hcrMfUif  Intellect  will  test. 
Therefore  it  is,  that  Scripture  condeKcnds  43 

To  vniir  CBparity,  MKnbiuf;  feci 

And  luuidfl  Ui  uiid,  thoiiffh  neither  it  int«nd«. 
Uenra  bv  Ihv  Church  are  Gabriel,  Michael  dight 

With  Liimnn  face,  uiil  he  wha  lett  his  seat 

la  hcnvrn,  ta  rcnoraU'  TobJa*'  sight. 
What  Plato  in  Tima-iu  hail  in  view  40 

Keseiiibles  nought  beheld  in  thiti  our  clime, 

Minr«  whnt  he  uiih,  it  HTms,  he  thinketh  true. 
Hi-  iinys  that  iiiula  to  their  own  star  revert. 

Believing  them  ihencc  taken,  at  the  time 

When  vtiih  n  mnrtal  venture  thtiy  were  girt. 
An<)  haply  what  in  truth  he  meant,  may  be  CJ 

Of  diflcrvQl  import  from  the  vulgar  aeusO) 

A  lid  not  t<i  nmm  obnuiious  -, — for  if  ho 
!  iitcnilii  unto  these  cirrlea  to  impiitn 

The  luiTit  or  the  blame  of  iufluenee. 

With  bow  n<il  wholly  devious  b»  may  aboot. 
ill  uixImtiHHl,  this  doctrine  Ind  of  yora  CI 

Mnnkiti<l  OBlray  ;  wbenee  Merciwy,  and  Joves 

Aiiil  Mom,  tiecame  the  names  that  ulauela  bure. 
The  i'ih.-r  ilouM  that  in  thy  mind  holds  owny 

37.  VU.  nmrda  aud  OoMtuu*.  40.  Th*  allMtBD  it  M  Ow 

AnbaPfH  Kaphwl  TsMi  t.  (.  6A.  L  *.  ■•  It  mi}  br,  dm  PlaN 

ia«T*lr  ■nriinitn  an  iBllsMM  t*  Ibi  tirii*mljr  (phnv*— adueirMw^  «ld«h 

'  I  liirnll;.  «•(  nel  In  til*  (plrllual  trntr,  formrrl;  M  nun  aanj^* 
lil.-  Itirni  lo  di'Ify  tuna,  aud  pajr  lilolatruiB  vanlilp  to  iteK' 


Hm  leps  of  renom,  Bini*  it  will  not  prove 
Able  to  lure  thee  from  my  side  astray. — 

That  Heavenly  Justice  should  to  mortal  eye  ' 

Appear  uujust,  alTorda  an  argmiiBiit  _ 

To  firmer  &ith,  and  not  to  heresy.  J 

But  since  thy  mind  has  power  to  comppeheud  ^ 

And  pierce  this  truth,  I  will  thy  wish  content,       4 
And  bring  my  reasonings  to  a  speedy  end,  ■ 

If  violence  be,  when  he  who  is  construed  ' 

Contributes  nought  to  the  necessity. 
These  souls  no  real  violence  sustained ; 

Since  will,  unwilling,  is  not  to  be  quenched. 
But,  like  to  fire,  persists  incessantly. 
Though  thousand  times  by  violence  it  be  wrenched. 

Therefore,  if  more  or  lees  it  bend, — to  force  ' 

It  gives  assistance ;— as  did  these,  who  ought 
Back  to  the  holy  place  to  have  held  their  courae- 

For  had  their  will  been  under  their  command. 
Such  as  kept  Laurence  on  the  bars,  and  wrought 
In  Mutius,  cruel  to  his  own  right  hand—  J 

Loosed  from  their  bonds,  they  surely  had  retraced  -m 
The  path  whence  thev  had  forcibly  been  rait;  fl 
But  rare  indeed  is  will  so  finnly  braced.  \ 

Thus,  if  my  words  be  riahtly  apprehended, 
Falls  to  the  ground  the  specious  argument 
By  which  thy  soul  might  oft  have  been  offended. 

But  now  thy  mind  is  crossed  hv  other  doubt. 
Such,  that  beneath  its  troubfoua  wei^t  opprest. 
Thou  would'st,  unaided,  have  been  wearied  out. 

Falsehood,  aa  I  before  convinced  thee,  never 
May  harboured  be  within  a  holy  breast. 
Which  near  the  Primal  Truth  remaineth  ever: 

Tet  from  Piecarda  mightest  thou  have  heard 
That  Constance  to  the  veil  was  stedfast  still ; 


1 


69.  ■■  (■  Were    tbve   traths  above   bunaa   ooinprclmiaaa,  I  voaM 
nierely  exhort  jou  to  believe.  97,  5«  lulcuu,  Iim  117. 

t.  e.  "  What  PiceardB  there  relsted  of  Cannance  Menu  to  coabadM  mj 
Booomit :  but  (bii  iruea  from  oot  eoDBidenng  thai  then  are  tv»  apOTM 
n?  Will,— one  tb>l  piveawayio  e>p«dieiic;— inolher,  that  u  abaalaH 
and  uncbiui^eable.  Thus  Canaiauce  mii^bt  be  uid  to  ntain  ia  Imt  ItMM 
an  affcvliDD  for  (be  veil  fordblj  torn  from  bet ;  but  she  did  iwt  toamnm 
in  yield,  or  return  b 
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Wliich  now  appears  to  contradict  mj  worcL 
Oft  it  befals,  O  brother,  that  to  shun 

A  coming  danger,  we,  against  our  will, 

Do  perpetrate  what  should  not  have  been  done : 
E'en  as  Alcmaeon,  too  obedient  son,  108 

His  mother  slew,  to  please  his  sire ;  and  henoe 

Impious  became,  impiety  to  shun. 
Here  it  is  fitting  thou  should'st  bear  in  mind 

That  with  the  will  accords  the  yiolence ; 

And  such  offences  no  excuse  may  find. 
Absolute  will  consents  not  to  ill  deed —  100 

So  ihr  (consenting  only,  as  it  fears 

Lcitt,  drawing  back,  worse  evil  should  Buooeed* 
Absolute  \iill  is  what  Piccarda  meant ; 

Another  sense  the  will  I  spake  of  bears; 

And  both  gave  utterance  to  a  true  intent." 
Such  was  the  current  of  that  Biver  blest,  115 

Poun'd  from  the  Fountain  whence  all  truth  doth  flow ; 

And  both  my  doubts  were  wholly  laid  to  rest. 
■*  O  Scnorci^  dearling  of  the  primal  Love, 

Goddess,*'  I  said,  **  whose  speech  inflames  me  so, 

Tlmt  more  and  more  its  genial  warmth  1  prove ; 
Depth  of  afiection  have  I  not,  that  may  121 

Sufiicient  be  thy  favour  to  requite : 

Let  llim,  ^ho  vieweth,  and  who  can,  repay. 
I  see  full  well  the  mind  can  ne'er  exist 

Content,  unlet^s  illumed  by  that  True  Light, 

From  whom  dissevered  may  no  truth  consist. 
Therein  it  rests,  like  beast  within  its  lair,  127 

Delighted,  when  'tis  reached :  for  otherwiae 

All  human  efibrts  unavailing  were. 
And  hence  springs  Doubt,  like  to  a  tender  shoot. 

At  foot  of  Truth  : — from  height  to  height  we  rise ; 

Since  Nature  ever  prompteth  the  pursuit. 
This  doth  invite  me,  this  my  heart  assure  188 

To  ask  thee.  Lady,  with  all  reverence, 

103.  Of  AlcnuMD,  "  fiioto  piut  et  teelenitut  eodem,**  (Met.  iz.  409.) 
tet  Pur^Atorio,  xii.  49.  1 16.  Befttrioe— whose  aloqaeDee  flowed 

from  God.  lid.  See  8p«iiarr, — Hymn  to  HesTonlj  Baaotj. 

137.  /■  e.  Within  divine  troth.  Our  cspacitj  of  urivingr  at  truth.  eM 
knowinsr  Ood,  i«  inferred  from  our  innate  desire  of  knowledge.  Without 
this  o^'f  fiicuitief  would  be  beetowed  in  vniu* 
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Another  auevtioii  which  is  yet  obscure. 
I  faia  would  kuow  if  Tuwt  detective  may 

Be  caocelleit  by  some  goodly  rei^ompenw . 

Which  IB  your  bftlani.-e  will  not  lightly  weigh." 
Tben  Beatrice,  her  evea  divinely  bright. 

Sparkling,  and  full  of  love  upon  me  threw, 

So  that,  unable  to  endure  the  nght, 
Mine  from  her  gaze,  btiu^ldered,  I  «-itJidrew. 


reigh."         ^^ 


ABOtrUZXT. 
Beatrice  iJJrpwti    Daste.      He  raien  the  plutet  Msridi;,  or 
heayen,  where  a  aumber  of  Spirit*  fnet  him,  ami  offer  (o  aop 
tnquirio. 

"  If,  wrapt  in  Love's  eitatic  flame,  I  glow 
"With  splendour  not  endured  by  mortal  ey^ 
3o  that  thy  powers  of  gii^t  I  overthrow. 

Be  not  Amazed ;  fcr  this  eflet't  proceeds 
From  perfect  view  of  tbe  Divinitr, 
"Who,  nearer  seen,  to  love  tnton»?r  leads. 

'Within  thy  mind  novr  kindled  are  the  fires 
Of  the  eternal  Sun — whose  beauteous  tace. 
But  once  beheld,  for  ever  love  inspires : 

And  if  aught  else  eoitice  thv  love  astrav. 
'Xis  but  some  (hint  mitiapprehended  trace 
Of  that  same  Light,  tranemittinK  here  its  rav. 

Thou  askest  whether  broken  tows  may  be         '  13 

Redeemed  by  other  senrice,  that  hna  force 
To  f^rtuit  the  soul  a  full  immunity." 

Thus  Beatrice  began ; — then  poured  along 
The  holy  strnin  in  smooth  unbroken  couiue. 
Like  one  who  cheeks  not  the  iiill  tide  of  song. 

"The  greatest  boon  by  the  Creator  giren,  19 

1,  The  ptoBiration  of  the  poM  hcfont  the  cpleBdoar  of  Beitrir«  wm  iha 
concluriing  Ktoe  of  the  last  canto.  II.  "It  should  bt  known  that 

the  primal  Agviit,  Li.  God,  lainli  hit  virttie  a|nn  nnu  ihin|rs  b;  ■  dirtM 
raj,  and  upon  other*  bj  a  rra«Ird  ipli^dour.  Hence  the  dmne  Light 
beauB  dirrol  upon  the  tnielligencre.  and  from  three  is  reOrcled  upon  otba 
ihiiv*-" — IMnie.  Oanrilo.  See  "  Hat^-risl  Hrarene,"  Jte.  ptK&ied 
13.  See  oanlg  it.  I3fl.  19.   Heiv  eoinmnicf*  Qie  uurer  to   tha 

qoeatiaB  aaLEd  bj  Dante,  at  thieodof  (be  lutcaoto.    - 
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And  most  canformed  to  liU  benevol^Dcc — 
That  too,  moxt  precious  in  the  sight  of  hfttvcn, 

"WiMi  freedom  of  the  Will,  n  gift  bestowed 
Upon  the  civatures  of  intdiigenw. 
Who  oil, — and  they  alonp,— are  so  endowed. 

Hend'  if  thou  arguo  rightly,  wili  the  vow 
At  itn  hiijh  wurtli  and  vnliio  be  eBtectneil, 
If  euch,  that  God  const'iit  u  well  an  thou : 

For  in  the  eoupAL't,  eiu-rifiee  i»  made 

Of  thiH  Banie  trwiHure,  »o  ijnportant  deemed ; 
Ab  ill  the  act  spontaneous  is  displayed . 

What  eiinn)enBalion  then  canst  thou  t)estow  ? 
Wmdd'rt  thou  devote  to  pious  deed  thy  vows— 
From  Btoleu  wealth  thou  thiukest  (cood  may  flow. 

One  of  thy  doubts  has  now  been  eleared  away ; 
But  dispensation  since  the  Church  allows, ' 
(Which  wemt  to  eoutndict  what  now  1  My) 

Still  at  the  table  must  thou  bo  a  eueet ; 
For  the  h>r»h  food  partaken  of  b^  tbee 
B«<]uires  nanstoncc-,  ere  it  well  ^gcet. 

Open  thy  miud  to  what  1  now  explaui. 
And  store  it  cloae ;  for  if  thy  memory 
Bctain  not  what  tliou  learaest,  'tb  leariit  in  \ua. 

Unto  thv  CHTtice  of  this  HKriOce 

Two  thiugs  belong — the  subject  matter  one, 
The  other,  iho  aeroementj— no  device 

This  laM  can  cancel,  and  the  bond  n^movc, 

Save  the  prri'iimionoe ;  and  what  neetls  be  done 
Brgardiug  tliin,  hiilh  been  enlbrced  above. 

Wherefore  tk-  Uebrews  were  in  duty  bound 
To  offer,  although  chAng<?d  the  gift  might  be. 
As  in  the  sarml  reonrdii  may  Im:  fouua. 

The  Bubjf^  matter  nuy  be  of  such  kind, 

■    As  not  to  full  throuj^h  insuffieietu-'y. 
Although  a  dJflerent  offering  be  assigned. 

But  Irt  not  atiy  think,  ne  he  mav  pIcmh^, 

T<i  xhifl  the  weight  Ihut  doth 'his  shoulder  stnun, 
Without  the  tiiniinK  of  the  tivufuld  keys: 


S?,  i^.  of  rrr«tli»iof  lliririJl,>poniAa»iu> 
•dapi  lib  mill  inatiwl  of  onr  oiru.  h7. 

ibc  Chuck,  rrpr-imtcd  b)'  Iba  k«]r>,  Mirl  tg 
01.  Prtrt.    Set  fyix.  11.  I  IS. 
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And  on  each  change  the  bliune  of  folly  i 
Unleaa  the  gift  adopted  shall  contain 
The  former  one,  aa  four  are  found  u    "' 

"Wherefore,  whatever  to  the  balance  weighs 
Makes  by  its  worth  all  other  burdens  rise. 
May  never  be  by  any  service  paid. 

0  mortals,  offer  not  your  towb  in  jest ; 

Be  (aithiiil,  nor  in  rashness  blind  your  eyes, 
Like  Jephthah,  by  an  erring  Kcal  poasest ; 

Who  rather  should  have  said:  '  I  acted  wrong,' 
Than  greater  gnilt  incur . — thus  reckless  too 
The  mighty  leader  of  the  Grecian  throng —  ( 

Whence  her  young  charms  Ipliigenia  wailed,  ■ 

And  made  the  ignorant  and  wise  both  rue  m 

The  day  when  ntea  so  borbaroua  prevailed.  * 

Christians,  let  stedfaatnees  your  actions  grace ; 
Be  not  like  feathers,  blown  by  every  windi 
Nor  think  all  water  may  your  sins  efface. 

The  Testaments  ye  have,  both  New  and  Old ; 
A  Pastor  too  to  guide  you  is  assigned  : 
Let  these  suffice ;  in  these  your  peace  behold. 

If  lust  entice  you,  know  that  ye  are  men. 
Not  beasts  of  reason  void :  nor  let  the  Jew, 
Who  lives  among  yon,  hold  you  in  disdain.         ^ 

Be  ve  not  like  the  foolish,  wanton  lamb,  M 

That  leaves  the  milk,  its  gambols  to  pursue. 
Fights  with  itself,  and  (juits  its  loving  dam." 

Tlius  Beatrice ; — then  bearing  fond  desire 

Marked  on  her  brow,  unto  that  part  she  turned 
Which  glows  most  lively  with  celestial  fire. 

Her  silence,  and  the  change  her  countenance  wore 
Bestraiued  my  curiosity,  which  burned 
With  eagerness,  and  questions  had  in  store. 

And  Bs  an  arrow  to  the  mark  is  driven. 
Or  ere  the  cord  that  sent  it  be  at  rest. 
So  swiftly  ptmsed  we  to  the  second  heaven. 

Entered  withm  the  precincts  of  the  light, 

64.  "Wbenlliott  vawfataTOiruiilD  God,  irltr  not  to  pa?  iL" 
ptaiBila  T.  4.  G6.  Se«  Judgrs,  cap.  xi.  80.  Sre  Inf.  nvi. 

n7.  i.e.  The  Empyrwu— wKctb  God  mow  p*on1liirl»  d»dlj. 
The  poet  isDov  rapt  lo  Mrrourj,  tb»  H«oud  kiujj'doin,  JnhiiHNMl  bjq 
■Ju>  liad  bci'D  itclivH  io  (tae  punuit  oT  hoaour. 


I  Mtn'  vay  guide'fl  ikir  coiin4«iuuice  poseeet 

"With  joy  BO  great,  the  plnuct  elowwl  more  bright : 

And  if  the  vfrj  star  &  amile  diiiplavMl,  ' 

WcL  miEht  I  Mnile — 1«  change  ty  nature  prone. 
And  Yaning  rtiU  mth  each  impreMion  made. 

Aa  in  some  placid  and  transparent  lake 

The  fish  are  drawn  to  aught  within  so  thrown 
That  they  the  Bpet'ious  bait  for  food  mistake ; 

Thui  towards  us  I  beheld  in  concert  move  li 

More  than  a  thousand  splendours ;  and  each  said, 
"  Bohold  one  hero  who  will  increase  our  lore." 

And  nearer  aa  they  seyerally  came, 

Their  joyouHness  full  clearly  was  displayed 
By  the  effulgence  issuing  from  each  flune. 

Think,  reader,  if  the  wondrous  historv  1' 

That  here  b^ins,  should  aUo  t«nnuiat«. 
How  painful  would  thy  dearth  of  knowledge  be: 

Then  mny'st  thou  tell  how  far  was  I  possoet 
Br  strong  desire  to  understand  their  (rtato, 
Tte  moment  they  became  thus  manifeat. 

"  O  well-bom  spirit,  called  bv  Grace  to  explore  1 

The  Thrones  of  this  eternal  jubilee, — 
Ere  yet  thy  warfare  with  the  world  is  o'er; 

Kniiw  we  are  kindled  by  the  self-aame  light 

Which  filleth  heaven  ;  and  that  kind  wich  in  thee 
To  know  our  stntc  we  gladly  shall  requite." 

One  of  those  pious  spirits  thus  I  heard ;  1 

Whi-n  Beatrifc:  "S[)eBk  on  without  dismay; 
And  trust,  as  tliev  *en?  tiods,  their  creiy  word." 

"I  see  full  well  how' in  the  Light  Divine 

Thou  dwellcst ;  and  thiue  «ye*  a  joy  display. 
Which  when  thou  smilcet  more  serenelv  shine : 

But  who  thou  art  I  know  not,  neither  wliy,  1 

O  worthy  soul,  a  sphere  is  given  to  thee, 
Hid  by  another's  i«y  from  mortal  eve." 

Then  word*  I  spake  unto  the  happy  fight 

116.  L«.Tb*Aacalii)tMinKiiistlietrlumpbDfChrl»,  118.  1 

Baki  1*  Ib*i  of  cbsrily— M  BDimwJ  in  bntm  »  lifbl  inwir.  Iim. 

Tbna  Imulatfd  Dpoo  «M^M)lara,  bd«ra  I  Bi(-(*ilhllwTt«Jiar"MmiMBB' 
aflbfCwI  Mewmnl,  idopHd  b;  DioniB.  IS9.  Ktreury,  my  ttaxtU 

ia  hk  CoaTfto.  ii  men  rnbd  by  the  ■plvndmr  of  tb«  Sub,  U  •blob  it  la 
■   ^^Himaua,  (ban  tnj  Mbcr  pbiwt. 
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That  firet  bo  joyously  a - 

Whereat  it  glowed  m  radiance  yet  mote  bright : 
And  us  the  sun  conceals  himself  from  riew 

Amid  the  splendour  of  the  new-born  day. 

When  h6  hath  chased  away  the  earlr  dew ; 
E'en  80  that  holy  form  himself  concealed 

Within  the  lustre  of  his  own  pore  ray ; 

And,  shrouded  closely,  to  mine  ear  revealed 
Words  the  ensuing  canto  shall  display. 


CANTO  TI. 

ABGlTlIKyT. 
»  ths  conqtiFSti  and  mctean  of  the  H 
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iiuel&Biid  OhibdliDMi ;— Ihi  ... 

Dlbef  m  cndnvoaring'  ID  turn  il  to  portf  potposn. — ADMUi^lbc  in- 

haUtuiti  of  HerDur;  a  found  itomeo,  the  nufortunale  fiUwud  of  Baj- 

Buod  Beicnger. 

"  Whxtt  Constantinc  had  turned  the  Eagle  back  ^1 
Against  the  course  of  heaven,  which  it  before  ^^t 
lud  followed  closely  in  .£neaa'  traclk,  '^^H 

Above  two  centuries  the  Bird  of  Ood  ^^^| 

"FTin  seat  miuntaincd  on  Europe's  utmost  shore,        ^B 
Near  the  sami.>  mountain  .where  he  first  abode : 

Beneath  the  shade  bis  sacred  pinions  coat,  7 

Passing  &om  hand  to  hand,  the  world  he  swayed 
And  thus  to  mine  descending,  came  at  last. 

Cieear  I  was — Justinian  now  am  I, 

Who  rid  the  laws,  by  the  Holy  Spirit's  aid. 
Of  aU  defect  and  superfluity: 

But  ere  unto  that  work  my  mind  I  bent. 
One  nature  I  to  Christ  attributed. 
And  ri'sted  in  the  erroneons  feith  conttnt, 

131.  Jusliniu.  TIul  Duto  nu;  Dot  be  duxinl,  be  lOiraiida  Unwif 
before  be  begin*  bis  ipeeob. 

].  Jnitinien  apeaki. — Cdnilnnline  carried  the  Ea^e,  the  inpttial 
RUDgn,  from  van  to  eut  £aea«,  on  the  ooDtnrj,  moved  with  the  emta 
COBTH,  from  Tro;  to  lulj.  4.  From  tbe  entnnce  of  Ccostaittin*  inni 

Bfiantiiim,  lo  Juslinian,  i«  SOS  yean,  ij,  fivm  334  In  527.  Hu  Uid  af 
Om  it  the  imperial  Kagle.  6.  CoDiUDtmople  ia  ailuatal  u  Ihe  ai- 

tremitf  of  Europe,  near  mount  Ida,  wbere  tbe  faundeia  of  Boae  oritinall; 
dttelL  10.  <.r.  "  The  Bccidenlal  bouoor  1  enjajed  oaauth-inliai^ 

■n  Emperor  balh  ceued  here;  and  in  heaven  I  am  ■iiinJi  IwA^U^  ~ 
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But  bl«Med  A^petuB  bade  me  abjure 

The  error ;  and  by  counsel  sage  he  led 

My  nauderiiig  thoughts  unto  a  faith  more  pura. 
To  bim  I  gave  belief ;— and  now  I  view  1 

lUs  doctrine  clearly,  e'en  aa  thou  may'et  »eo 

In  every  opposite  the  &Ue  and  true. 
Converted  to  the  Church— by  God'a  high  will 

And  favouring  grace,  I  roused  each  energy. 

And  strove  the  nughty  labour  to  fuliil. 
Anna  to  my  Beliaariu^  I  consigned ;  2 

And  turaed  me  to  rmose  in  jjeaceful  lore, 

Seeing  the  hand  of  Heaven  with  bim  eonjotned. 
To  thy  nnt  queation  have  I  made  reply; 

But  such  its  nature  is,  that  something  more 

Must  here  be  added  of  necessity, — 
That  thou  raay'st  see  how  great  the  blame  of  thoM      8 

Who  violate  the  sacred  standard's  power. 

Its  false  supporters,  and  its  open  foes. 
Behold  what  virtue  and  what  deeds  renowned 

Uavo  made  it  worthy  reverence,  fi-om  the  hour 

\Vhi-M  Pallas  died,  its  sovereignty  to  found. 
Tluiu  knowcet  that  in  Alba  it  rcmiuned  3 

Threo  hundred  years  and  more,  until  the  time 

When  three  opposed  to  three  the  fight  sustained. 
And  from  the  Sabine  rape,  unto  the  da? 

Lucretia  wept,  thou  kuowest  its  deeda  sublime,— 

Bending  the  neighbouring  people  to  its  sway : 
Tbou  knonest  what  by  Komam  worth  it  wrought  41 

'Gainst  Breimua,  and  'gainst  Pyrrhoa,  and  the  rest, 

Cl>ii-&  and  confederate  who  wi^  valour  fought : 
Torqunlua  whence,  and  Cincinnatua  (name 

fieaowned  for  are)  and  those  eompatriotv  blest) 

The  Deeii  and  the  Fabii,  won  their  fame. 
IXnni  to  the  gronnd  it  brought  the  Arabian's  prida^    49 

Who  in  the  bain  of  Uannibal  passed  o'or 


thuGlMtt 

lb*  bMl*  tpiam 
loauiatat 


r,  «li0  silDitl  It  u  B  lUuiUrd,  ind  tb«  fa— r 
,,_  .  .  .  PsUm  bsrlac  bva 
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dst  dimb.     ^^BJ 


The  Alpine  rockn,  whence  Fados'  ' 

Beneath  it,  triumphed  in  their  early  prime 
Scipio  and  Pompev:— rudely  too  it  bore 
A^^uost  the  hill,  whioh  thou,  a  boy,  didst  c 

Then,  near  the  time  when  it  was  willed  by  heaven 
That  all  the  earth  should  own  one  peaceM  rei^ 
To  Ctcsar'a  hand,  by  Rome's  command  'traa  gnai. 

Its  glorious  deeds  from  Yar  unto  the  "Rhinp! 
Iter  beheld,  and  Era,  and  the  Seine, 
And  all  the  rales  that  towards  the  Bhone  iadine. 

And  when,  Bavenna  leaving,  at  a  bound  ( 

It  cleared  the  Rubicon,  it  took  such  flight  ■ 

Tfor  tongue  nor  pen  ite  glory  may  resound.  M 

Thence  it  directed  oack  its  troops  to  Spain ;  I 

Then  to  Durazeo  turned,  and  eo  did  smito  '^ 

Pharsalia,  tliat  the  glowing  Nile  felt  pain. 

To  Simois  and  Antamfroe  b»wk  its  way  I 

It  sped,  and  where  great  Hector  Ues  at  re«t ; 
Then  shook  ite  wingn  to  Ptolemy's  diamav : 

Thundering,  it  tbene«  on  Juba  bent  its  arms ; 
And  turning  back  revisited  your  we«t, 
Where  Pompey's  trumpet  sounded  forth  alarma. 

Of  what  he  did  who  nest  the  ensign  bore, 
Brutua  and  Cassius  bark  in  hell ;  and  thence 
Modona  and  Perugia  trembled  sore. 

Still  Cleopatra  mourns  with  grievous  throes, 
Who,  hastening  to  avoid  its  violence, 
A  dark  and  fearful  death  untimely  chose. 

With  him  it  travelled  to  the  Bed  Sea's  shore; 
With  him  it  hushed  tho  world  into  a  rest 
So  deep,  that  closed  was  Janus'  sacred  Aoar. 

But  all  the  glories  that  had  yet  been  gained, 
Or  were  to  be,  beneath  that  standard  blest. 
Throughout  the  mortal  reahn  o'er  which  it 

Sink  into  nothing,  and  become  obscure. 
If  in  Tiberius'  hands  its  acts  be  scanned 
With  eye  acute,  and  with  affection  pure. 

64.  The  hni  of  Ficnie  ia  MtuuMi  abore   Ptorcnoe,  Iha  birtb-place  «f 
DnoIC  66.  Dule  lama    q|j  aSl   Csnr'i   uqaiaitniu  durins  txt 

yean.  86.  DuiEe  derives  g^oiy  lo  Ibe  Eo^le  that  the  (roraiiunml  gf 

tbgworid  dioiildhaTc  been  enuvticdlo  itaisudi  s  tima  u  the  cnMiSxicn 
ofmaSnioar,  udiliU  in  thchuidcorTIberituit  ■bouIdtenOH'faM 


inspire, 

Asaignod  the  ini)>h(y  task  unto  his  hand 

To  execute  the  Tengcance  of  Hi»  m. 
Now  let  my  words  thy  admiration  win: — 

With  Titus  nest  it  hastened  on  to  bring 

Venp?anee  for  Tcnfjeftnce  of  the  ancient  ain : 
AnA  when  m  tinie  the  Lombard  hwk  hod  gored 

The  stM-red  Church — b«-ncBth  itfl  Bhelteriiig  wing 

Victorioui  CbsKemagne  her  rights  restored. 
Now  may'xt  thou  form  an  eettmate  of  thoeo  97 

Whom  I  before  »eeused ;  and  dearly  scan 

How  great  their  crimes,  the  cause  of  all  yoat  woes. 
This  'gainat  the  public  banner  doth  array 

The  yellow  lilies — this  a  partisan 

Would  make  it ; — which  most  wrong,  'tis  hard  to  say. 
Let,  let  the  Ohib<<lincs  pursue  their  arts  108  ] 

With  other  guidance; — curned  be  his  head 

Who  from  the  honoured  atAndard  juetico  parts. 
And  let  not  a  new  Charles,  with  Ouelpluc  aid 

Abaae  it ;  but  thone  talons  let  liiin  oread. 

That  have  ere  now  a  nobler  lion  flayed. 
Oft  do  the  sons  the  fathers'  penance  pav  ;  109 1 

\or  let  him  fondly  think  that  out  of' love 

To  lii«  fair  lilies  Ood  his  hand  will  stay. 
&xid  spirita  doth  this  little  star  contain, 

Who,  ever  bent  upon  exertion,  strove 


DD.  00.  A*  the  prudfliion  iTtnift^! 

1.  •>>  wu  tba  cruiiillihin  nTnijrrd  bi   "*""' 
pUBUunnit  of  (li«  Jrv*  in  ihr  doilruorioB  of  JimMlnn  undt-r  T 
M.  DaUUriia.kingoftb*  Lombard*.  vhapoHHKdIla];  mborr  two 
'wiytt**-    R^WMeoaquCTTdbfCbarlcmainio.  ST.  i-<.  Thr  OoaHk 

tt  OWlMili««».  Bwatioaad  brfore,  line  a  1 ;  IhA  roroar  lupportnl  bj  Fknnrv 
m  tt  Cbarba  II.  Sing  of  Apuli*.  mtia  wboM  flrur  it  II* 
'  I  lallar  b7  ibe  Enparor,  vhow  tnfliwiic* 
rhrir  pririU  inbrau.     Daite  abow*  bl* 
IJ  b7  (fiToifkhiK  ■qukUf  m^inal  holh  runiciu. 
,  ■Mk,"  (tee*  Iha  Enipmr  irigat  fbr  tbn  puUle  good, 
■  W  sipiSBi  to  IhtauT  mj  partj  lien  whalnvrr.  lOO.  CI 

'  ~-  m  •fHaptn.-"  Ut  falm  rrnamber  Dial  iho  Eogla  hu  ibunl 

H*  Amb— tiMt,  ■•  hi*  filhrr  iru  an  luurprr,  »  he  nisjr  wj  At 

I  Mid  dwi  0«d  win  sot  for  hi*  Mki  prwunle  Ihe  K*cl«  bribrF  th' 

■mpir*  of  the  world  from  llano  In  Pnincr  " 


n 


The  meed  of  bonour  and  renown  to  gsio- 
"WTien  our  desires  conceive  such  erring  aim. 

Then  must  the  mys  of  heavenly  Lovo  rebound 

With  El  less  virid  and  extatic  flame. 
But  in  observing  how  with  our  rewards 

Our  decd^  "g^.  our  joy  in  jart  is  found. 

Since  each  with  each  harmoniously  accords. 
The  living  Justice  with  such  even  flow 

Our  paseions  hence  attempers,  that  they  ne'er 

May  anv  guilty  inclination  know. 
From  varied  voices  dulcet  tones  arise ; 

Thus  do  our  graduated  mansions  here 

Amid  these  wheels  form  awectest  harmonies. 
And  in  thia  pearl,  bo  lucidly  arrayed, 

8hinea  out  Borneo's  pure  and  epotlesa  licht, 

"Whose  great  and  beauteous  de^  were  ill  rcpaitL,- 
But  the  Provencals  who  against  him  strove 

Have  nought  to  smile  at; — hapless  is  the  wigtit^ 

TJngrateful  for  another's  deeds  of  love. 
Four  daughters,  each  eialted  t«  be  Queen,  133 

Had  Baymond  Berenger : — this  grandeur  all 

By  poor  Borneo  had  accomplished  been. 
Tet,  moved  by  slanderous  tongues  of  evil  men. 

To  strict  account  this  just  one  did  he  call, 

"Who  rendered  hack  full  twelve  for  every  ten. 
He  left  the  palace,  worn  with  age  and  poor ;  139 

And  had  the  world  but  known  how  he  sustained 

His  hardships,  begging  crusts  from  door  to  door. 
Still  greater  glory  had  his  virtue  gained." 

125.  i.e.  The  perfn:(  lurmotiy  of  brsven  will  not  be  iuiarupied  b]  lb 
TiiiieC;  of  111  nuuudoDi.  ISd.  Ronieo  vu  a  poor  mui  vho,  rrtiuiiiait 

from  &  pilgrimDge  to  St-  JainM  of  GiUicin,  wat  received  into  tlie  boun  «f 
CouDt  Baymuud  Beren^r.  in  FroTenci  i  and  bting  found  ■  mui  of  -Wily. 
ma  raised  lo  plsets  of  trust.  133.  B;  >  moat  judieiou*  iiMn>|,i  iib  ill 

of  hi*  &Sii»,  he  enablMl  Ilie  Count  id  many  hit  (oar  itaghlen  tn  four 
Einp,  viz.  Louii  IX.  of  Vnnce ;  Henry  III.  of  Eojrlaod ;  RidMrd. 
Hcury'i  brother.  King  of  Ihn  Itamuisi  and  Cbu-lca  Siag  of  .Napbs, 
brother  lo  Louii.  138.  AnHnwuiit  of  lusidmioiitnlion  tb  requiml 

of  bim,  vbich  be  readered  with  the  grtaUM  punctuaJily,  and  »)n»Hl  the 
eitent  orbiiurrioei.  1S0.  Iii«  laid  tbUbeTefiuedthe CoHiii'i«iIiei- 

tation  to  nniiin  ;  and  takins  bii  mula,  hia  itaff.  iiud  bii  aciip,  fmzted  ■• 
poor  ■■  be  Game,  and  nibmitted  to  obtain  a  livelihood  bj  mmdieaaey.  By 
the  nds  of  ihiaiboTl  dietch  of  lUmMi  majr  ha  act  tba  -—-'-j  n-n  Pml'i 
firn  irf  biiMd^  oaDto  xviL  se. 


829 
CANTO  VII. 

ABOUMEKT. 

The  wordi  of  Juftiniaa,  in  the  hut  canto.  hnTinfr  ezdtod  doahto  In  D«nte^» 
mind  respeotiog  oar  redemption,  they  turt  iolTed  bj  Beatrice. 

^  Hail,  God  of  Hosts,  enthroned  in  regions  brigbt,      1 
Who  o'er  the  Spirits  of  thy  kingdom  blest 
Sheddest  the  abundance  of  thy  glorious  li^it  !*' 

From  that  pure  substance  such  high  rapture  came. 
Unto  its  own  resplendent  wheel  addressed, 
Which  glowed  responsive  with  redoubled  flame* 

The  others  followed  as  the  dance  it  led;  .7 

And,  like  to  sparks  that  quicklj  disappear. 
Swift  in  the  distance,  lost  to  nsion,  fled. 

Now  with  myself  I  mused,  to  doubt  a  prey, 
*  Speak  to  lier,  speak ;  and  let  thy  Lady  hear ; 
That  her  sweet  oropa  may  so  thy  thirst  allay.* 

StiU  with  that  reyerential  awe  imbued,  13 

Which  e  en  the  letters  of  her  name  inspire, 
I  bowed  to  earth,  like  one  by  sleep  subdued. 

Nor  long  remained  I  so : — for  with  a  smile 
That  would  have  comforted  one  wrapt  by  fire 
Did  Beatrice  my  terror  thus  beguile: 

**  To  my  unerring  mind  'tis  evident,"  19 

She  ssid,  •*  this  is  the  subject  of  thy  thought, — 
How  vengeance  iust  could  meet  just  punishment. 

But  soon  thy  troublous  doubts  will  I  remove; 

Do  thou  attend : — my  words  with  deamess  fraught 
The  mighty  sentence  shall  distinctly  prove. — 

Adam,  submitting  not  that  God  should  place  25 

A  imlutary  curb  upon  his  will. 
Condemned  himseu,  and  with  him  all  his  race ; 

Who  thence,  infirm  and  weak,  e'en  from  their  biith. 
For  ages  lay  in  error  grovelling,  till 
The  Word  of  Ood  descended  upon  earth. 

Then  was  the  nature,  that  rebellious  strove  81 

Against  its  Maker,  to  His  person  joined 

*2.  The  epiritiare  in  the  original  eaHed  Firea,  aa  glowing  with  the  flame 
of  charity.  6.  The  flame  which  reprveeats  Juctioian,  aeeumee  a  tw(^ 

1^(1(1  uppfaraDoe,  designating  his  k>f e  to  Ood  and  his  neighbour,  as  shown 
in  hiM  desire  to  instruct  Dante.  SI.  This  refers  to  the  last  canto* 


330                                                PA.&ASI50.                                            ^^^H 

By  the  sole  act  of  Hie  etornal  Love.                       ^^H 
Now  let  my  ailment  be  imderstood : —                      ^^^| 

Tills  nature,  as  first  made,  and  to  tlie  mind            ^^^| 

Of  its  Creator  joined,  was  pure  and  good ;               ^B^ 
Bat  into  eiHe  of  itself  was  drii-en                                  T? 

From  Paradise,  because  it  turned  aside-, 

Quitting  the  way  of  truth,  of  life,  of  henTen. 
If  nith  the  nature  then  that  Christ  assumed 

The  pain  be  measured  that  the  Cross  supplied, 

Kever  was  punishment  more  justly  doomed: 
But  looking  unto  Him  who  bore  the  pain,                    43 

And  toofe  our  nature  on  Him,  no  one  e'er 

IHd  HO  unjust  a  punishment  sustain. 
To  different  results  one  death  gave  birth :— 

God  was  well  plcaaed,— weU  pleased  the  Jewa  too  wwe : 

Then  eier  be  prepared  with  this  solution,                      49 
'n'hene'er  'tia  said,  a  just  revenge  hath  been 
Visited  by  a  righteous  retribution. 

But,  wandering  on  from  thought  t«  thought,  thy  mind 
Is  thralled  within  a  subtle  knot,  I  ween ; 
Wlienee  an  escape  thou  wouldest  most  gladly  find. 

Thou  savest:  '"Well  comprehend  I  what  I  hear;         &5 
But  wherefore  our  Hedeniption  to  effect                  j^^h 
God  chose  sueh  method,  doth  not  yet  appear.'     ~;^^^| 

Brother,  this  mystery  lies  deep  immured,                   '^^H 
And  hid  from  every  one  whose  intellect                   ^^| 
Hath  never  been  by  love's  warm  flame  matured. 

But  I  will  tell  thee,— since  this  point  is  sought             61 
By  many  aniiously,  and  seldom  found, — 

grat  itumbUng  block  upon  which  nuui  fclU  throoph  pride,  Ifke  hi.  ftthcr 

altogelher,  or  inqoira  into  h  with  the  intellect  alooe,  "  notmatond  bylho 

■  Fuher.    DmnU  bw  tolved  Uia  diffioultv  ;  and  Miltoa  hn  fbUowcd  h^. 

■  &M  Pw.  iMl,  b.  iii.  291. 

CiSTO   Til.  3i 

The  rcaw>ii  why  such  mode  woa  worthirflt  thought. 
The  heavttily  Gotidnesii,  that  all  envy  spiinu, 

Dupeneee  beauty  in  an  eDdlosn  round, 

Ab.  issuinfl;  sparks,  the  Flame  Eternal  bumH. 
What  flowB  immediate  from  that  heareiily  IiSmp  ( 

EnduTfs  for  aye,  ainco  never  dies  away 

The  trace  tmi-o  left  by  it«  unerring  Btamp. 
"WTiBt  thus  immediate  from  this  »ource  is  Bhowered 

Is  whollv  free,  nor  ever  may  decay, 

By  seeondary  causee  overpowered. 
QreattT  the  likeness,  greater  His  delight ;  ! 

Since  in  the  object  liketwd  to  it  most 

The  Holy  FImbo  glows  most  serenely  bright. 
To  benefit  tho  honuui  cre«ture  all 

These  things  rontribute;  and  if  one  bo  lost, 

From  hia  nobilitr  man  needs  must  fall. 
'Tia  ain  alono  hia  nvcdom  takes  away,  ', 

And  mara  his  likeness  to  the  Good  Snpreme, 

LeMening  the  fervour  of  the  heitTcnly  ray : 
Kor  doth  he  e'er  hia  dignity  regain, 

tTideoa  bia  guilty  losses  bo  redeem. 

And  pay  for  siiind  joys  by  equal  pain, 
"When  your  whole  nature  in  its  seed  transgressed,        1 

Not  only  was  it  driven  from  Paradise, 

But  of  these  dignities  vaa  diapoMessed ; 
Nor  could  regain  them  when  it  once  bad  lost, 

(Search  out  all  modea  with  skill)  in  any  wise, 

Uiikaa  the  one  of  these  two  fords  wcro  crossed  :— 
Either  that  Ood  alone  should  wipe  away,  91  ] 

In  dianeney,  man's  folly ;  or  that  ho 

Should  of  himaolf  for  hia  own  fuUy  pay. 

ft4.  (MA 


a  XUL.     H«  "  girrtb  to 

.  IM  I.  5.  67,  U. 

Ai   bU-rvenliDO  of  MConUrjcmuir*.  Tfl.  t,r.  All  lh«  ,._ 

brton  BuraUmed,  tit  ImmortBliij,  fntdara,  uid  UknirM 
70.  Mas  «iu  cmud  in  (he  likeiMH  of  G«t,  wiib  ■  »ul  noi  t 
baM  pMioiH.  but  pur«  uid  ianoamt,  Ava  to  look  up  and  admin 
^ilknni  of  ht*  CraBloT.  'Ilila  wa*  Uw  priMnt  atau  of  di^I  j  m 
:    ■■«  nil  Ih*  putitj  ofUa  mil  wai  Bwred  bj    '     '   ' 


TSow,  to  HIT  words  tby  mind  attentive  keep ; 
And  fix  thine  ere  in  stedisEt  itcrutiny 
On  this,  the  everlasting  counsel  deep. — 

]yian  was  unfit  (his  nature  bounded  bo) 

To  pujT  the  mulct,  because  he  could  not  boiid. 
Obedient,  with  humilitj'.  so  low, 

Ab,  disobedient,  high  he  uimed  to  rise : — 

And  thJB  the  reason  why  man  could  not  mend 
Hia  fallen  state  himself  in  anr  wise. 

Behoved  it  tben  that  God  ehould  lead  again 
His  creature  to  pure  life  by  his  own  ways; — 
Either  I  say  by  one,  or  by  the  twain. 

But  since  the  work  is  deemed  of  greater  worth. 
The  more  the  Agent's  goodness  it  dispUye^ 
And  manifests  the  heart  that  gave  it  oirth ; 

The  Good  Supreme,  whose  stamp  benign  on  all 
His  works  la  written,  chose  tbe  twofold  way 
Your  &]len  race  from  miseiy  to  recsL 

Nor  in  the  one  or  other,  since  the  time 
The  first  sun  shone  unto  the  latest  day. 
Hath  been,  or  shall  be,  project  so  aublune.— - 

Giving  himself  a  ransom  tor  mankind, 
TTJB  bounty  Gwt  more  evidently  shewed. 
Than  if  He  merely  had  a  pardon  signed. 

And  every  other  mcnle  had  wholly  failed,  t 

As  short  of  Justice,  if  the  Son  of  God  < 

Had  not  in  flesh  his  Gk>d-head  humbly  Teiled. 

But  thai  thy  every  wish  I  may  supply, 
A  former  passage  will  I  now  esplain, 
That  thou  may'st  sec  the  truth  clear  e'en  u  I. 

*  Behold  the  air,  the  fire,  the  earth,'  you  say, 
'  And  wat^r  with  their  mixtures,  turn  again 
Into  corruption,  and  swift  pass  awav :' — 

And  these  were  creatures  ; — whence,  if  true  it  be 
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18  devil,  " 


e  than  be  like 


100.  WliBO  be  liitened  lo  the   wardi  of  t 
godl.  *     Gen.  iii.  S.     Such  pride  vka  not  to 
«M  retened  for  oar  Skvioiir  U  "  humble  hinudr  unto  tbe  daub  «f  ih^ 
CTOii.*  105.  Bjtharoeaiuelllicrarjleroy,  oraCJusace.orof  both. 

110.  Ood  vindicated    bi>  Juttioe  at   the  ssow  tima  that  be  riioved  hM 
Sfirajr.  lU.  tbu  "  prqfct,"  vbou  cdosuinniUioii    Iha    Ptalmiit 

auiicipaErd,  vb«a   be  eicUinipd  :  "  Hf re;  ind  IVuth  an  met  to^Mtafr ; 
Iti^hteouMiiiia  uid  Penoe  bnve  Viwcd  cich  atbei,"    Vadm  Ixixr.  UL 


What  I  bare  taught  tUec  of  their  real  Btat«i, 
They  frurn  corruption  should  be  ever  free. — 

The  An^-ls,  Brother,  and  the  sphero  Boreuo 
In  which  thou  art,  may  welt  l>e  called  create; 
As  ill  their  periect  eaacnce  may  be  aeon. 

But  the  rlcnient«  now  mentioned— air  nod  earth, 
And  all  things  that  derive  edstencc  thence, 
To  a  creatml  tirtuc  owe  their  birth. 

Ctnvte  the  matter  they  poHacwti^-creale 
Was  alM  the  iufonniug  influence 
Within  these  stars  that  round  them  circulate. 

All  beasbs,  and  every  plant  vith  faeulty 
Of  life  endued,  do  trom  the  stars  above 
Derive  their  vital  power  and  enei^. 

Your  lifL*  doth  the  Iteuevolenco  divine 
ItifuM-  din-ct — and  so  coDstraia  vour  lore 
Tliat  ever  unto  Him  it  muHt  incline. 

Ueufc  for  your  resurrection  may  ye  ground 
An  argument, — if  rightly  you  reflect 
Bow  our  first  Paienia  were  in  Eden  fonnd, 

Plw»d  there  by  cause  immediate  and  dinct." 


CANTO    VIII. 

In  llw  plwl  VcoM,  difl  third  besvcii,  !)Hi(a  a«u  vilh  Ui  friend,  Charts 
Marlel,  kinr  «<'II<"f»7'  "«  UnieBI*  (hat  raroiU  do  nol  bring  up 
tlwir  children  lo  iboH  pnilVaaMiai  to  wbieb  thcj  are  moal  n""' 

Tbx  heathen  world  (such  was  its  fatal  dearth 
Of  knowledge)  held  belief  that  Venus'  rays 
The  impulse  gnve  to  headstrong  love  on  earth 

Wherefopp  the  nations,  who  in  error  strayed. 
Not  only  joined  to  celebrate  her  praise, 
Ajid  hiinour  by  (heir  tmcritices  paid. 

But  Cupid,  and  Dinnr  too  cuufest, 

ISO.  Amnlkii  lo  Un  doctiiM  of  Hum  Ummm,  tha  Angela,  thr  hMim, 
^IhaiBal  of  nan  bdof  onMedlnaedialal]'  b;  Ood,  arvpirmili  bui 
■fca  dHDante,  pUocta,  bfwla,  fce.  cnalrd  b;  lbs  iten,  or  b;  Uh-  Angcrla 
-      -  ■»■  by  HtaoATj  immm,  Sre  parirtabte.  140-"Tb*bram* 

ir  arc  tha  ntvau  bj  wbkh  thair  virON  dacamb  to  lUnf*  bal«ar.~ 

. .r«i.  U.  T.  UC.  ij.  Uan  bMtug  baaa  oaaMd  ttamtilmMj 

f  Ocd.  <>■>">  Owrabra  Ut*  for  •>»— hi*  KppanM  dMih  birtaf  Mcfdj 
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Ab  thaoffh  ahe  irere  the  motlipr.  he  the  W 

And  said  he  rested  on  fair  Dido's  breast. 
From  her  this  prelude  who  ikffbrds  to  n 

The  ancieiits  named  the  star,  that  looks  apoD 

The  sun  in  front  and  pear  alternately. 
I  marked  not  when  within  that  orh  divine  13 

I  entered,  bnt  pereeivcd  my  entrance  there, — 

■Seeing  my  Lady  with  more  beauty  shine. 
And  e'en  aa  in  a  flame  a  sparkle  ehows ; 

And  as  distinctly  voice  from  voice  we  hear. 

When,  one  sustained,  the  other  comes  and  goes ; 
So  other  lights  beheld  I  in  that  lieht. 

Circling  with  more  or  less  celerity. 

As  beamed  the  Eternal  vision  on  their  sight. 
Never  from  lofty  cloud  descended  wind. 

Or  visible  or  not,  so  rapidly. 

But  slow  would  seem  ita  progress  and  confined. 
Contrasted  with  those  heavenly  Lights  now  seen  25 

Advancing  towards  ua  from  that  happy  round 

Where  shine  the  Seraphim  in  jar  serene.  ^^^H 

And  in  the  rear  of  the  impassioned  train  ^^^| 

Hosanua  rang  with  sucd  eitotic  eound,  ^^^| 

My  spirit  yearns  to  catch  those  tones  agun.  ^^H 

Then  one  approaching  us  began  alone :  31 

"  We  all  are  ready  to  fulfil  thy  pleaaure. 

And  to  requite  thee  for  thy  kmdness  shown. 
We  circle  ever  with  the  Princedoms  bleat, — 

Our  thirst  the  same,  our  movement  and  our  measurE'^ 

Those  powers  ye  whilom  thus  on  earth  adreased, 
'  Te  who  intelligent,  the  third  heaven  move ;'  —  37 

Yet,  would  it  please  thee,  rest  will  be  awhile  .^^^_ 

As  eweet  as  motion — ho  int«nse  our  love."  ^^^| 

When  on  my  Lady  reverently  bent,  ^^^| 

Mine  eyes  had  sought  her  wishes ;  and  her  smile   ^^^| 

Had  reassured,  and  filled  them  with  content ;  ^^^^ 

Back  to  t)ie  hght  that  had  such  promise  made  43 

They  turned  anon  ;  and,  "  Who  art  thou?"  I  czied, 

My  voice,  by  passionate  emotion  swayed ; 
And  when  I  spoke,  oh !  how  divinely  bright 

37.  Tfaii  is  ilic  fini  vme  uf  on. 
ni«iiJtndci  il  Ifrm  del  moTele." — [C( 
"  by  ttae  iulelkcc."    Tbe  Ihird  ' 


Shone  that  blest  ipirit,  and  how  amplified, 
ThroiiRh  ioy  fresh  added  to  its  own  delight  t 

Embellished  thuB,  it  Miid  :  "  On  earth  bcluw 
Short  time  I  dwelt ;  had  it  been  otherwise, 
Leas  werv  the  ni'tght  of  now  impending  woe. 

The  eUdness  that  around  mo  beoniH,  Jn  cloud 
Of  doEEling  radiance  hides  me  from  thine  eyea, 
Like  iiuect  folded  in  its  silken  shroud. 

Thy  love  to  me  wob  worthily  displayed ; 
Aiid  bud  I  upon  earth  been  li>Tng  still. 
In  Diure  than  leaves  had  been  that  love  repaid. 

The  left  bonk  which  is  watered  by  the  Bhoiie, 
When  it  hath  miit  ita  waves  with  Sorgo's  rill. 
Me  for  her  Soverei^  was  prepared  to  own ; 

AuMMiia'n  hom  too,  wtiieh  its  towns  of  pride,  61,  J 

Bui,  Gueta,  and  Crotona,  shows, 
Vbenoe  Tronto  to  the  sea,  and  Verde,  glide. 

Afamdr  on  my  forehead  shone  the  crown 

Of  that  fair  land  through  which  the  Danube  flirwi, 
'When  from  its  0«nnan  boundaries  it  comes  down: 

And  lH«utt<oiLs  Sicily  (with  smoke  o'ercast, 
Pai'biuuB  and  Pelonis'  rocks  between, 
Where  on  the  g;ulf  falls  Enrua'  keenest  bloat, 

By  rising  streams  of  pitch  with  sulphur  blended) 
Hod  still  her  kings  expected  to  have  seen 
Through  me  from  Boaulph  and  from  Charles  deacendedi 

49.  Charin  Mind  upraki.     He  tm  im  of  Ctwrln  1 1,  klnic  of  Nspln, 

and  Hariii  *i«lrr  of  I^diaUui  kin;  of  Huntnrj.     I^ili'laiu  dvinc  wilboul 

hHn.  Chsrlrs  Hariri  vaa   eravnfi]  kin;  of  lIuDi^ry  In  Ihn  lir«-ljaiii  at 

Ua  btlwr,  and  djrini:  brfort  him,  h«  )a*l  bb  ptMram!  prriaiimnm,  vhlrK 

w*n  nnrpcd  b;  bis  brMbpr  Bobrrl,  lo  lb*  eicludoo  of  bia  luna.     Tbli  i« 

th*  Ion  tammti^  b;  Chartea  Marlcl  in   thi*  and  th«   toHowiag  aulij. 

U.  Tkta  Mcmbbtp  of  oar  port  wilh  Kin|r  Charln  Hand  don  nol  aiiimr 

Mb*  MniUoood  iliewhnv.     Hr  vaa  bowi^TFr  twice  anibaaaadur  al  ?ls]ilf«. 

lo  Ibo  Kinr  hi*  rafhrr.  Br.  U.  Hia  tovn  would  hava  b«D  abown  hy 

fnriM.  60,  i./.  PrncDM  waa  prrparad  to  rneiTi  mr.  ai  mj-  (aihcr'a 

Mr,  hid  I  aanitn)  bin.  '  6).  •>.  Th«  klnirdnni  of  Napin,  •■>  oalltd 

W  MuR  ihr  filrrmifir  or  (not  at  Italy,  witb  whiph  Atuoiila  la  lyiwiijiaoaa. 

•7.  U.  "  8<cll>.  inik'aM  bj   tb.  furriM  of  .«>■•■,  «ould   batr  now  brra 

V      fWiimJ  br   mjr   diacrndanM  bad  I  Ilrrd  lanrFr.  and  w  pr«rrni«l  Iha 

^paknW  whlrh  iraiMnl  iu   Paiemw   (line  Tfi)  tbf  bmnua  Sicilian  napm, 

^B'  MsM  all  lb*  Kmirb  in  Hicilj  war*  pit  to  doalli,  uid  I'rlir  of  Amf[on  ob- 

HiMMd  Itw  |tv%'i4iiinfnl,  la  lb*  axrJiuuan  of  lb*  Iibum  nf  Aigou."  7S. 

^UB  U»l,  CbarlM  Karari  mtiM  ClaBMaia,  a  daoghUr  of  Bodalth.(i; 

t  J 
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If  eril  rule,  by  which  is  eyer  stinvd 
A  subject  people,  had  not  c(ni6*'ii  the  crv, 
'  Death,  death,'  throughout  Palermo  to  be 

And  if  my  brother  had  the  iasuc  kuown, 
No  hungry  Cstalouiaii  poverty 
Had  brought  dJiJike  and  damage  to  the  thnme. 

For  surely  it  behoree  him  to  bewivre, 
Or  others  for  him,  lest  hia  bark  he  aink 
By  loading  her  with  more  than  she  eaai  bear- 
He,  of  his  liberal  father  the  reTi-ree, 

Other  att£ndaate  needs  thiia  those  vho  think 
Of  nothing  else  hut  bow  to  fill  their  purse. 

Wherefore,  tne  joy  thy  words  impart  to  mc 

Ih  much  increased,  my  Lord,  to  think  that  when 
Each  good  begins  ana  endcth^there  by  thee 

'Tifl  seen,  as  by  myself;  and  hence  delight 
O'erwhelms  me  also,  that  thou  seest  it  there. 
Where  God  aflords  a  mirror  to  thy  sight." 

" T^  Yiorda  have  made  me  clad ;  and  since  a  doubt  3^— 
They  have  produced,  do  thou  that  doubt  enwe :  '^^^H 
Namely  how  bitter  seed  from  sweet  may  sprout."  ^^^H 

He  answered  :  "  K I  cau  impress  thy  mind  ^^^H 

With  but  one  truth — I  will  beforu  thee  place  ^^H 

That  which  at  present  thou  dost  view  behind. — 

The  Good  Supreme,  who  motion  doth  dispense.  97 

Amlria,  b;  vbom  be  had  one  »a,  Charles.  Thne  are  ibt  Rudolph  nud 
ttw  Chvls  (pdken  of;  u  the  hUlei-iii-law  and  bd  of  Cbuie*  Uii^- 
76.  Vbile  Robert,  the  brother  of  Chariea  Uulel,  irns  in  CaUlonia  ■* 
bottage  for  hia  fither  during  seren  ;e«»,  be  eonlnt'Icd  biendsfaip  viih 
muj  poor  Catakmiaai.  Tbae  he  brought  into  Italy,  protnMcd  (o  oSort 
of  Matp,  U)d  to  alienalnl  the  hesrtB  of  hia  Rubject«.  93.  Thii  rtttn  to 

lias  8*J.  where  this  Koben  vaa  enid  to  be  degeoente. — «aeh  dKg^ieimej 
eiciting  Dnnle'i  turprise,  u  contmrf  to  the  rule,  "  Portea  onaniar  fer- 
tibna  et  bonis."  Cbaitea  Msrtel  uaawen,  that  he  will  eiplain  the  eaon. 
97.  The  Brhniment,  here  beg^n.  aod  coalinued  to  the  cud  of  Iha  oaota,  ■■ 
u  fbllam  : — ■'  WhalOTer  end*  are  deainble  for  the  oell-beuif  of  nuB.  an 
eSeoted  by  Ood's  prorideiiee  through  Ibe  medium  of  the  hraTimly  bodifa 
and  the  InteUltrencea  which  illm;!  Ihem :  aad  thia  prorideDtial  inllarBe*, 
which  we  call  Kature,  ia  uDerring  in  iU  fimetioDS.  But  nop^,  vhieb 
requirei  a  xriety  of  Uleou,  could  not  eiiat,  if  all  were  alilw;  noria  ii 
eipedieat  that  all  ihould  ponen.  w  by  inberittiioe,  the  nm«  temptr  aad 
tBl<BDta  aa  Iheirpaimta.  Tiaiure,  therefore,  interferM  to  prertM  tlua; 
and  hsnee  the  Tariety  we  aee  in  the  nuue  Cuaiij  ;  a  Tanci;  aadljf  toil 
aigbl  of  by  parenia  in  chocBing  pnlcaKoiil  ior  their  cbiUno.* 


Aiiit  bliss  tbrougli  Iicavcn,  endues  these  bodies  vast 

With  piiwiT  to  act  as  his  own  Proriilenfe ; 
^*ur  doth  that  pnucicut  and  self-perfect  Mind 

Consult  tbe  usturea  only,  but  forecast 

Tu  ensure  the  permauency  of  each  kind. 
Heiii-«  whataoe'er  this  bow  tokce  aim  at,  lies  108 

Within  the  reach  of  its  unerring  dart ; 

As  arrow  to  its  de«tincd  objoct  flieti : 
"Wliich,  were  it  othenrisc,  theae  heavens  would  show 

The  efTi-ct  in  exhibitions,  not  of  art. 

But  of  destruction  :  this  may  not  be  bo, 
llntcfls  the  littclli^eQce«  which  direct  !<>!' 

Thnsi'  stars,  detective  are,  as  aleo  Ho 

Who  finit  ori^nated  their  defect. 
TTiii  tnith  mare  clearly  shown  wouldst  thou  desire  ?" 

"  Not  now,"  I  said  j  "  since  Nature  I  well  see, 

In  her  important  functions  cannot  tire." 
He  then  returned :  "  Would  it  be  worse  for  man,        1 1 5 

With  social  feelings  were  he  not  endued  f" 

"  Y«."  I  replied,  "  and  thou  the  cause  mayrt  scan." 
"  And  can  ho  m  such  social  cooveree  dwell. 

Unless  with  divers  qnalitieB  imbued  t" 

"  No,  if  thenon  vour  master  jud^  well." 
T^us  Cv  the  B|Hrit  his  deducttotis  drrw,  121 

And  thon  eoncludc^l :  **  Different  if  then  be 

Th«  eActa,  tbe  causoa  must  be  ililTerent  too. 
Hence  one  is  hunt  a  Holon,  Xerxes  one, 

This  a  Melchi»edei\  anuther  he 

Whose  fiight  throupth  air  brou|;ht  ruin  on  his  son. 
The  circling  nature,  w^cb  the  mortal  wax  127 

TempCTi-,  makes  not  one  Gunily  the  same ; 

And  yet  it  nevur  doth  ita  arta  relax. 
Heniv  the  (win  brother*  difitivd  so  of  yorp, 

Jacob  and  Esau — and  Quirinus  ciune 

>'rom  aire  m>  vile  that  Mnn  tlio  credit  bore. 
The  nature  of  thn  inn  would  ever  be  133 

Like  to  the  aire,  if  hraveiily  fiimrjglit  had 

Nut  wiurvd  agaiuit  such  uuifurmitr. 

101.  •*■«■  God  not  odJj  eriipaiitr*  tbr riTj  ruittj  is  bttnaa  di^ 

fdMUoocud  UIbtIi,  but   prnTiilM  fiir    ttwir  oonliaHKWa.  "*~ 


i 


^H                 -&c.»thi,_f„' 

The  tranquil  eyes  of  Beatriw,  intent 

TJpon  me  as  before,  with  foud  delight, 

Oavo  to  my  wish  uutolil  &  kind  BH»ent. 
*  Ah !  may  my  praver,  bleat  apirit,  soon  be  brought,      II 

Unto  its  aim,    I  »aid  ;  "  and  let  me  obtain 

Proof  that  on  theo  I  may  reflect  my  thought." 
Whereat  the  Light,  that  titill  to  me  was  new, 

Forth  from  the  depth  wbente  itsued  its  liile  atrain. 

Answered,  like  one  that  joj-s  good  deeds  to  do, 
"  Within  that  region  of  Italia's  land  2 

Depraved,  'twiit  Venice  and  the  Bource  whence  Saw 

Brenta'e  and  leave's  atreama  on  either  hand, 
Slices  a  hiU,  nor  rises  to  great  height, 

Whenee  iT*t  a  Torch  descending,  fraught  with  wocj 

Aa«ailed  the  country  with  impetuouii  miitht. 
From  the  same  nxit  we  both  derired  our  birth —  3 

Mv  name  L'unitza,  hf  re  ordained  to  shine, 

Sintv  by  ihia  itar  waa  I  o'ereome  on  earth. 
But  juvoUH  I  BiMtaiu  my  pre-scnt  lot ; 

Nor  for  the  faults  that  broucht  me  here  repine  ; 

Although  the  vulgar  comprehend  it  not. 
Thi*  dear  and  flhininK  O^m,  that  in  our  heaven  3 

la  neueat  me,  behind  it  left  a  name 

That  BhaJl  not  to  forgetfulnesa  be  nren 
FiTe  hundred  yean  to  come. — Then  Dear  in  romd 

How  eafcerly  should  man  aspire  to  fame. 

Since  this  fint  life  another  leaves  behind. 
Heeds  not  such  argument  the  multitude  4 

Twiit  Adiee  and  Tagliamento's  tide; 

Tfor  yet  by  eufiering  are  their  beorte  subdued  : 
But  with  the  blood  of  Padua — (lost  are  so 

SI.  AmordlDg  la  Danlc'i  doclnne.  u  Ood  ««•  Ibc  thou^hli  of  ill  eraaint 
nlsd*.  and  u  the  lainl*  ks  wll  llial  ■■  in  Qod  ;  m  mrrf  Mini  ma  lbs 
Iboucfata  of  ill  emtrd  Blind*.  S8.  Op  ■  bill  nrsr  Pkdiu.  dmH  llw 

nmii  Eudlna  111.,  brn  likurd  to  >  torch.  31.  f(«  VM  braUier  to 

Oanlua,  tbc  •pint  not  tpfakin;,  vbo  ia  Mid  to  hira  barn  OTtmnaa  hy 
hat  nUrqr  ■car  1  ■O'l  <bua  pmntail  ablalnlBic  •  hlxbcr  aUtiiia.  34. 

AAm  Lctbc  lua  baan  taalnl,  no  rrmona  li  Ml.     Sm  linn  lOT.  37. 

Afeo  di  HaniffUa,  ■  MlabrauJ  Pravwiral   Port.  IS.   runboa'*  v. 

■  Mnal  ia  tU*:— "  If  ■  rvpuUllon  ufun  evib  i*  m  Taliubln,  bow  much 
.«  of  liiDW  in  b«f (TB  r  4(L  <.r.  Th*  hdiH 
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n  H  n  alatnlty  o 

«  ba  noMud  for  thdr  uiijiut  atMnpl  U  (nM  Tleanu,  aud  dull  dri 

k  iMr  blood  du  rlcM  UucbitUaa*. 
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Her  sona  to  dutr)  utiall  the  Btream  ^beaida 

Vicenia  soon  with  altered  colour  flow. 
And  there  where  Siie  and  Cagnano  meet. 

One  domineetrth  with  such  loftr  head. 

That  snaree  are  now  preparing  tor  hia  feet 
For  her  fell  PaBtor's  fraud  shall  Peltro  weep— 

Fraud  more  detestable  than  ever  led 

The  culprits  unto  Malta's  dunijcoa  hecp. 
Laree  must  the  vessel  be  wbieh  should  coatwn 

Ferrara's  blood  ;  and  wearied  be  the  niaa 

"Who  weighed  it  ounce  by  ounce  ;  and  yet  for  gain 
This  courteous  Priest  such  prcsenta  will  not  spore. 

To  prove  himself  a  zesloua  partiean ; — 

For  gifts  like  these  an?  customarr  there. 
Above  are  mirrors,  (Thrones  ye  tenii  them)  whence 

God's  judgments  are  reflected  unto  ii9. 

So  that  our  words  tail  not  of  evidence." 
Ceasing  to  speak,  she  now  the  semblance  bcoQ 

Of  one  engaged  in  somewhat  else ;  and  thus 

Took  on  the  wheel  her  station  as  before. 
Known  to  me  now,  that  other  joyous  Light 

Arraved  itself  in  robe  of  wondrous  glow, 

Lite  ruby  with  the  sun's  effulgence  bright. 
In  those  high  realms  is  splendour  bom  of  gladneet. 

As  smiles  en  earth ;  but  in  the  abyss  below 

The  outward  form  grows  dork  from  inward  aadnen. 
"  God  seeth  all,  blest  spirit ;  and  in  Him  73  ' 

Thy  sight  is  quickened,  so  that  hia  deairofl 

Never,"  I  said,  "  can  unto  thee  be  dim : 
Thy  voice  then,  which  delights  the  realm  of  hesTen, 

In  concert  tuned  with  those  adoring  Fires 

'19.  i.e.  At  Triiigi,   Riociinla  da  Cumniiito  loid*  it  so  Iwaglttil;  thai  ■ 
con^rBcf  ifl  alcwd;  dd  toot  Ui  nssoMiaAtfl  him.  52.  A   nin&lnraf 

Ihi.ioliiibituits  of  Femira  ■(  irur  viih  Ctie  Pope,  Sjiog  jnlo  Pcltra  Ibr 
■aiet;,  lud  been  takea  prituners  umlirr  IkUa  proniites  by  lh«  Sulwp  of 
ihat  plica  atid  craiillj  put  to  dralh.  54.  A  town  in  vhich  ikc  ^f» 

fntpriwDeil  clerlcil  dcliuqueDW.  S5.  i.r.  !4uch  nil  bctbedcBi««( 

IhiB  Priest  lo  plcue  the  Pupe,  tliat  k  tuge  vrawl  miul  be  requind  to  fadd 
bja  biood-oSertngi.  IJ^'.  t.r.  Know  ihu  the  Au^ete  abora  an  Uto 

mirron,  «o  Ibatinf  prophecj  cuiiDal  be  fallBcrouB.  See  note  law  SL 
67-  yoloo  di  Uandsl's— ■>  ^'■''j">i«l  I'r<iveD[al  Poet,  made  knova  la  DuH* 
through  Cimiua'a  areouut  of  lii>  lame.  77.  The  Serspbiu  dawribcd 

(ouiio  viu.  S8)  at  uugiiig  llasuiuia.  TheiT  aix  viiigi  ote  inf  nriniml  t^  . 
Itoiah,  cap.  vi.  3, 
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To  whom  sii  wings  are  u  a  raiment  given, 
Vfhj  dotb  it  not  to  my  behest  incline?  7( 

1  shoold  not  wait  thf  qutHtion,  did  I  scaii 
Tliv  thiiughta  aa  dearly  as  thou  scnniwat  mine" 
'*  Of  all  tlif  vaica  wherein  are  waters  pent, 
Tlie  largest,"  (thua  tlie  Imppv  boiU  Wfgau) 
''  Ei(«pt  the  sea  that  girda  the  euntioeiit, 
Betw<*ii  di*cordaiit  ehoree  so  long  a  way  SC 

Agninat  the  aolar  etnirao  is  li'iif^hciieii  mit, 
It  makea  nioridinn  wluTt-  the  b»rituD  lay. 
Vnon  that  vaUey'a  shore  did  I  reaidc, 

Twi\t  Ebro'd  «trtMun  and  Ma^^ra'a,  whose  short  route 
Doth  Tiuniny  I'rom  Oeoua  divide. 
Beneath  the  Bome  loendiuu  fiiif^ia  liea  D1 

As  d.ith  the  re^-ion  wlniuee  I  dn'w  my  birth, 
WhuM!  hart>oiir  onee  waa  stained  with  sanguitie  dyes ; 
Fuleo  my  numi'  with  thiwe  who  knew  me  best ; 
Aud  as  this  heaven  im|ireii8e<l  mo  when  on  earth. 
So  now  in  turn  by  uie  it  ia  impresaed. 
Kot  Heliia'  dai^^hteV  burnt  with  fiercer  flamo  01 

(Whom  both  tJichirtiH  and  Creusa  rue) 
_  Than  I,  aa  loii);  ac  love  my  age  became ; 

■Mfior  abe,  delude*!  by  Uemophiion, 
^F      The  moid  of  Uhodnpc,  herself  n  ho  slew ; 
^B         Nor  bu  whmc  heart  the  fair  lole  won. 
H     Not  lh«  we  here  iviient ;— for  no  offcnee  JOfl 

^B         la  here  reealted ;  out  joyoas  we  behold 
^K        The  fomight  and  the  slciU  uf  Frovidcuea. 
^F(  Hem  we  ndniiiv  the  art  that  tuma  to  good 
Sut-'h  passion,  and  the  Wiadom  manifold, 
■Wheui-e  earthly  love  by  beavenlv  ia  subdued. 
But  that  thy  strung  desire,  to  whieh  thia  sphere  109 

Jlaa  given  birth,  may  in  content  abide, 

i-2.  Tbe  HadllSTHDaaa.  tht  otJMt  of  Ihe  folLxrioj;  Unu  i^  M  poiDI 
ent  lb*  dwcUiniC  ploM  "f  Foleo.  wbo  vw  bom  ■!  OrDOK,  but  midnl  M 
Umndtla.  lie  it  mii  to  hats  bean  Duxrh  hanDund  bj  lUcbard  L  o( 
taflBOd.  uhI  Ra^nnaod  at  TeulaoH.  lb  •onia  harluc  pcrrUiHl,  ha  Utw 
ooly  in  Danie'i  work.  91.  Oinia  i*  ■  cil;  in  the  lUir  of  Allien, 

wnorila  Ks  wil  aoilcT  the  aBw  BMVldlu  vltb  Orooa,  Uw  plvr  of  Faloo'i 
tntk.  Tb*  (luKhier  aUmkd  co  It  that  smnaiicd  bji  ttw  SuaMBa,  !• 
ST.  Uido.  101.  PhrUi.  102.  llenulM.  IQT. 

If  "  affeno"  k  HlopUd. 


'Hereon  th. 
Polool  Cb„ 
<-"  »<-lI  berame 
A  trephj  of, 
"heoonll, 

*C,„„,J„f 

'iMInndof, 

J^i  sowrf  tj 
■":£f«PTOlueed, 

p„J«'"ofHeSh 
■'" '««•  both  P„„ 

„,  Where  Pef^,.'„  j- -, 


CANTO    X. 

AKaCMEST. 
A^rmt  to  tbc  Son,  or  (iiarth  hnven.     Dtnte  is  tDcompi 

oCiplrili.    TboDM  Aquiiiu,oiwarthcw,declBr«  tluDaBuaof  I 

ViEwntO  hie  cfispring  with  that  ferrent  Lovo 
Proceeding  firom  the  Father  and  the  Son, 
The  Firet  Great  Cauae  of  all  below — aboT©^ 

llnth  in  such  perfect  order  wrought  the  whole. 
That  be  whose  wondering  look  ia  fixed  thereon. 
Must  feel  the  Godhead  thrill  hia  inmoat  soul. 

B&ise  then  thine  cyea,  O  reader,  following  mine. 
Up  to  the  lofty  wheela,  that  1  may  abow 
AVhere  the  two  motions,  linked  in  one,  combine  : 

And  then  become  etuunoured  of  the  art 
Of  the  Great  Master,  who  admires  it  ao — 
Hia  ejea,  delighted,  ne'er  from  it  depart. 

See  how  the  Zodiac  ia  extended  thence. 
Whereon  are  borne  the  planets,  to  convey 
Strength  to  the  earth  which  asks  their  iuduence: 

And  did  they  not  through  heaveu  obliquely  run, 
Much  atarry  virtue  would  be  thrown  atray. 
And  many  a  motive  power  on  earth  undoue. 

And  were  or  more  or  lea*  the  oblinuity, 
Orentlj'  defective  would  that  order  uo 
Which  reigna  below,  and  in  the  realms  on  high. 

And  now,  0  reader,  on  thy  beach  recline, 

Poudering  the  feast  that  is  prepared  for  thee ; 
80  will  delight,  not  weariness  be  thine. 

Feed  now ; — before  the*  have  I  placed  the  fiire ; 

Since  that  which  I  have  tasked  myself  to  write 

Dcmnnds  from  me  my  undivided  care. — 

1      ^'ature'a  great  minisler,  (whose  ray  sublime 

^  Imprinla  the  world  below  with  heaven's  owi 


I  1)7  a  wnaOt  ■ 


Entering  the  sign  tl 

Amiil  thcac  spire*  his  circling  journey  nm, 

9.  The  gun.  lo  vUrfa   rbej  wm  uccndin)-,  vu  then  ia  ArW,  M  ths 

Kwhm  ihc  lodiu  did  tqiutoc  inUncct  rarh  othrr.  91.  Tb« 

nimnf  *Hfl*.   '*  AoMrdJD^IaeuTpHl'djHvDi,  the  panh  bmotlan* 
...        .   —  ^  1^^  aaplnl  BwUoa  bin  ona  mplc  to  aiwthtr.'* 


m. 


(ThonshTO,  though  p.. 

Such  th,  tarth  ^.^ 
nTiom„d„thit,h„ 

Hath  niaed  U»i  to  thi 

Jk~ugihea™„],l„„ 

■"nunc, Boon  u these  w oi 
AndJlmyiJieetioo^ 
Th«BeBTiceno„„„„ 

Bueh  bnghtae,  iW,„  her 

Sr- "";?»'' '^"^ 
»  ?<»•  Toeal  s»i!etii«„  e'l 


^ 


Which  mar  not  be  PitracWd  from  their  place ; 
Ajid  like  to  these  wos  that  celestial  strain  : —  78 

Vain,  without  wings  to  seek  such  melody, 

As  to  «cek  tidings  from  the  dumb  were  vain. 
ThMe  glowing  Bong  thui  pouring  forth  the  song. 

Around  ua  circled  thrice,  aa  in  the  sky 

Whirl  Bhirt  that  unto  steady  polea  belong. 
Ladies  they  seemed,  not  from  toe  dance  set  free,  '  79 

But  pausing  for  new  notes,— with  fond  deBire, 

Until  thev  catch  them,  listening  silently: 
And  words  like  these  from  one  of  them  I  heard  : 

"  Since  the  bright  ray  of  grace  (whence  love's  true  fire 

Once  kindled,  to  fresh  winnth  is  ever  stirred) 
Sui-h  ardent  glow  unto  thy  spirit  lends,  85 

That  it  conducts  thee  upward  bv  that  stair 

^Miich  *very  one  remounteth  who  descends, — 
lie  is  not  five  (unless  a  stream  be  free 

That  runs  not  seaward)  who  denies  it  share, 

In  this  thy  thirst,  of  his  o»^l  wine  to  theo. 
You  wish  to  know  what  flowers  this  wreath  compose,    01 

Viewe>l  bj  that  I^ndy  with  admiring  gaxe  I 

Who  gives  thee  strvnglh,  while  hettien's  high  path  ah©  j 
One  of  the  Lambs  of  that  bleet  flock  wh  I  [shows. 

Which  Dominic  so  leads  in  riehteouB  wnm, 

Th<-y  thrive,  unless  they  fall  throu^  vntitty. 
IL'  who  is  nearfrt  to  me  on  the  right  97    | 

Was  AlHcr),  my  erewhile  inslmctor — who 

Lived  at  Cologne :  Aquinaa  am  I  hight. 
And  wouldest  thou  know  the  names  oi  all  the  rest, 

Turning  thine  eyes  aa  I  dirwct  thy  view. 

Look  up  throughout  the  garland  of  the  bleat. 
From  Gratinn's  smile  that  other  flame  doth  rise,  108  j 

Who  to  both  FunuuB  such  aiuiataace  bore, 


I 


74.  i^.  "  To  npwt  to  moust  op.  wltlwut  the  wiagi  of  Vvlh  sod  Hofi^  I 
townpeotlo  nndBnUiid  IUhk*  InaplhsUa."  SS.  Fran  r        -   ' 

Aqaitmt.    S«  Uni  M>.  81.  An  ■Uiaiini  (o  JM»b'(  bdd«r. 

UBpMtU'  for  ■  Iwmrt  Ibai  hma  mnm  tMtad  tin  ddiitbM  «(  PindiM  ■• 
■tB«fa  i(Hl/  fuu  to  wnb."— lAmbuill-  M.  Lf.  Tlwl  b«  oaoaet  nrfuM 
to  gin  falo  tb«  isliiniutian  ba   dnlra.  98.    Albntos   IU(nBa, 

iMtfuctnr  of  the  ockbniad   Tbnmu  Xqnlom*.  103.  OrMlaaa  di 

Ckiuw.  B  DniMlKilne  oiMik.— lis  wnf  ■  luxik  m  lb*  elfS  aMl  MBM 
or ;  lb>  "  Iwo  Parumi'  nltmd  to. 


If  truth  be  truth,  itfl 

Xearer,  that  radiant  ttfl 
Who  in  the  flesh,  thi 
Of  Angels  vith  acuta 

And  in  that  other  tittltl 
Hia  BuiOe,  of  Cbristin 
From  whom  Augustil 

Now  if  thy  mentnl  eye  I 
From  light  to  light,  J 
The  eighth  well  wortB 

"Within  it  dwells,  all  esJ 
The  holy  bouI  who  ahJ 
To  those  who  listen,  in 

Down  in  Cielduuro  hes  t 
rrom  martyrdom  and 
To  this  calm  land  of  p 

naming  heyond,  the  am 
Of  IsidauruB,  venerabl 
Biccardo,  in  ripe  judgi 

This  flame,  from  whom  t 
la  one,  who,  ponderinf 

107.  PieCni  Lomhardo  WM  ■  : 
dicatiDg  hid  work  to  the  Churc 
vbo  guvs  her  two  tnili^a, 
tn  hcavfii  or  hell,  liaa  betn  toDg  q 
If  the  Bible  is  true.    "  Lq,  I  h»V( 


cjjTfo  x«  847 


Thftt  deitli*i  «fiiidk  «■■  «idi  too  terffl 

&fpm*B  dor  MdeferiMting  light ; — 

who  in  the  street  of  straw,  as  erst  he  tau^fat^ 
Kaised,  by  the  truths  he  told,  invidious  spite. 

Then,  like  a  dodL  that  summons  us  awa^,  189 

What  time  the  Spouse  of  Gt)d  at  matm  hour 
Hastes  to  her  Husband,  for  his  Ioto  to  praj,— 

And  one  part  urges  on  the  other,  sounding 
Tin  Tin  in  notes  so  sweet,  that  bj  its  power 
The  soul  is  thrilled,  with  pious  Ioto  abounding ; 

So  I  beheld  that  glorious  circle  move,  145 

And  with  such  sweet  accord  and  harmoiif 
Take  up  the  sonf  of  praise,  as  none 

Bare  wImto  is  joj  tnmugh  all  eternity.^ 


CANTO    XI. 

Dtnta  ezclaimf  agmintt  the  Ttnity  of  etfthlj  ponoiti,  on  th«  oooaikm  of 
TbomM  Aquinas  continain|f  his  ipeech  tgaintt  the  modem  Dominicans, 
in  which  m  history  is  given  of  St.  Dominic  and  St  Fnneit. 

O  THi  insensate  labour  men  bestow  1 

On  worldly  things ! — how  weak  those  reasonings  are 

Which  make  them  stoop  their  wings  to  earth  below.. 
One  was  pursuing  medicine, — one  a  course 

Of  law ; — the  Church  employed  another's  care ; 

One  stTOTC  to  rule  hy  sophistry  or  force ; 
One  was  on  wicked  gams  by  fraud  intent ;  7 

By  merchandize  another ;  this  one  given 

To  sensual  joy,  on  ease  another  bent ; — 
When  I  from  all  these  earthly  cares  reliered. 

With  Beatrice  asccndinc;  into  heaven. 

Was  in  that  sphere  so  gloriously  received. 
And  in  the  circle,  when  each  one  had  taken  18 

The  station  which  it  occupied  before, 

Like  candle  in  a  candlestick,  unshaken^ 

IS6.  SijHeri  was  a  divine  who  tangfat  at  Paris  in  a  street  where  straw 
for  hoTKs  was  sold«  140.  The  Choroh. 

1.  SpeakiofT  of  men's  Tarioas  punuits,  Dante,  in  his  Convito,  aaye, 
thfit  **  one  man  takes  one  path,  and  another  another,  bat  one  path 
is  that  which  conducts  us  to  our  peaoe."    l>at.  ir.  SS. 


"Where  lately  I  ohservedB 
I  iildo  said, '  Its  like  h 
There  a  distiiictiou  niJ 

T!ie  Providenoe,  inscrutaB 
AVhose  coimselH  are  m^ 
Bv  utmost  Btretch  of  n 

To  tlie  intent  and  holy  e 
Whose  spousals  n 
(Herself  secure  and  fi 

More  closely  to  her  lov' 
Appointed  two  Conducj 
With  huaveDly  strengtll 

Effulgence  like  the  Serapl) 
The  other — auch  bis  wii 
Like  to  the  Cherubim  ij 

Of  one  will  I  diacourae,  ai 
In  praising  oue,  do  I  Ae 
For  both  preserted  the 

Betwixt  Tupino,  and  the  i 
Down  from  that  bill  thi 

95.  i.e.  In  tbri  tut  citDto,  Ilor  0 
of  tlie  model  n  Donrinieiuu  aiuM< 
roiuic  Thii,  Aquiou  prooonli  10 
St.  FrsDcia.  deolarins  (hat  St.  Doi 
und  ahowinfr  him  that  St.  Dominic 
of  hu  followerx.  90.  $w  «l 

plUTUMl   it 


CUtTO   ZI. 

A  fertUe  trart  \a  from  the  mount  depending! 
'Whence  to  Ponigin  heat  and  euld  do  come, 

Thn>ugh  Porta  Sole ;  and  beliiud  it  those 

Of  NiK«ra  and  Oualdo  mourn  th(>tr  doom. 
On  that  side  where  the  moiinttun  tails  anay 

JMmt  ^ntly,  to  the  world  a  Sun  wa«  bum. 

An  frvm  the  Qaugm  oprinf^  the  solar  ray. 
Who»o  would  then'tbre  call  the  place  aright, — ■ 

Ix't  it  no  longer  of  its  fame  be  shorn. 

And  Orient,  not  Asccei,  be  it  hight. 
Not  long  the  period  from  Ida  glorioua  birth. 

When,  with  extraordinoiy  virtue  blest, 

Thia  wondrous  Sun  bti^^an  t«  comfort  earth ; 
Bearing,  while  rut  a  child,  hia  father's  ire, 

S'or  Hake  of  Iter  whom  all  as  di-atb  detest. 

And  banish  from  the  gate  of  their  deiire. 
Before  the  spiritual  court,  before  61 

His  father  too,  he  took,  her  for  bis  ow^  ; 

From  iby  to  day  then  loved  her  more  and  more.  i 

Tw<-lve  liuudred  years  had  she  remained,  deprived  I 

Of  lier  fir«t  Spouse,  deserted  and  unknown. 

And  untolicited  till  be  arrived. 
Xor  did  it  ikught  avail,  that  at  the  sound  67 

Of  tliat  dnnd  voice,  which  all  the  world  diBinayed, 

She,  with  Amyclas,  fearless  still  was  found, 
^or  aui;bt  availed  the  unshaken  hardihood, 

>Vhich  she,  the  eniiwi  ascending,  bad  displayed,  I 

VThile  at  the  foot  the  Virgin  mother  stood.  | 

But  lest  mv  liuigiiage  he  not  clearly  seen,  78 

Know,  tbat  in  npcoking  of  these  lovers  twain, 

48.  Town*  sppivMrd  bf  PrnicU,  ■ituBlnl  brlun  llic  lull.  bt,  Ac- 

contiDir  to  lluoiuTrniuni,  vbo,  in  hi«  lift  of  ^(.  Francb,  spproprklPil  n 
fain  lb*  void*  otS*.  John  :  •'  I  mw  aUDtber  Aagtl  MCeodlnf  fraiu  tlw 
Tjiof  at  Uw  ran,''  ka.  19.  I.t.  For  ihi  uks  of  FDiert;.     fitt  lirw 

79.  Ill  n  aid  to  hi*B  him  bnuca  Uf  tii*  fsibcr  tor  itirowinf  swar 
tOMXy.  Al.  About  thmjrtt   1307    he  rrnoiiDord  alt  outliljr   po*- 

w^n*.  04.  I^m  ihs  lime  oToar  ^liuur  lo  lh*l  ofdt.  FnncK '.f. 
■bns  1100  jton,  I^vrrtif  i>  luil  In  liHTo  hwl  ruj  huabnnd.  Or.  Ij. 

Umhu]  na'  linqilndiirHl  ia>nibrw  Puvrtri.t.v  thf  pismi'te  of  AnjcUi, 
lb*  poor  flalurmui  whii  tlvpt  Hwnri'lr  in  i)ir  nrijrhbuurtwnil  ol  lualil* 
■rain,  ■nil  l>>arl  mlioul  iilarin  llii-  i^irw  of  Cmw.  tu»  Ijinta,  Phar*. 
r.  SOI,  Dw'tii  rr-n^  to  Thia  •lonr  i<>  I>i*i''>iiiilo,  uhI  aibLi;  "  Wbsl  dUb 
donsmywicbarUlbapowwrufrli'I.ar     Trat.  It.  IS 
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••"  """"uwn  nenes,  u  i 

Egidius  and  Sylveeta 

Pleased  with  the  Brie 

^™ee.  -w-ith  hia  SpouBC 

Which,  following  hiin 

That  Lord  and  Pathei 

JVfflr  aught  to  waver  was 

ihnt  hewaseonofPe 

And  in  appearance  wa 

ilut  with  a  roj'a!  spirit  h 

HiB  hardj  purpose  iini 

Wlo  first  the  vow  oft 

-ABd  when  augmented  wa 

That  followed  him  witl 

WLose  wondrous  life  d 

The  leader  of  this  venemi 

Mw  crowned  again  his 

Through  the  blest  SpuH 

Then,Ml,ythiratofn;urt 

^  the  proud  preeence  c 

IVeached  ChriBt,  and  th 

^^g  the  people  yet  un 

Thewordof'J-nith.hc, 

Turned  hack  again,  the 

Ne&r  to  the  Arno,  on  the  j 

He  followed  Christ,  thos 


79. 


the  foUoxrer.  of  St.  Fb««j. 


'VVhow  kbI  nptm  bis  limbs  two  years  vaa  shown. 

When  Grid  wax  jileaeed  unto  Himi^lf  to  tako 
80  true  a  nervnnt,  nnd  reward  the  carea 
Of  one  df  routljr  humble  for  his  sake, 

His  dearest  Lady  recommended  ho 

Unto  his  brethren,  now  bin  rightful  heirs, 
And  bade  them  lore  her  with  tldelitr  : 

And  from  her  breoiit  with  joyfiilnesB  took  flight 
His  glorious  spirit,  ns  it  homeward  hied ; 
Nor  for  bis  body  asked  be  other  rite. 

Judge  now  of  bim  who  was  esteemed  to  be 
A  eolle.iiriie  Gt  St.  Peter's  bark  to  guide 
Thri)iit;li  the  linrk  billows  of  n  stormy  seti. 

Surb  was  cnir  Pntriarcb. — Wherefore  he  is  wise 
Who  xliBprs  his  course  as  he  has  led  the  way. 
Laden  alike  with  goodly  merebandise. 

But  now  so  greedy  are  his  flock  beeome 
Of  novel  food,  tbey  needs  must  go  astray 
To  seek  new  pastures  fiir  awnv  from  home : 

And  ill  proportion  as  they  quit  the  troek. 

Which  they  were  once  aeeustomed  to  porsn?. 
Emptier  of  wholesome  food  do  tbey  come  bftdc. 

Some,  fearing  barm  indeed,  for  safety's  sake. 
Draw  to  their  Pastor's  side ;  but  these  so  few, 
Tlmt  little  eloth  would  all  their  garments  make. 

y<3w,  if  inteiliRible  be  my  word  ; 

If  thou  hast  listened  mo  attentively, 

And  thou  remember  well  what  thou  hflst  hesrdl, 

In  part,  at  least,  thy  wish  has  foimd  content : 
These  splfnters  have  displayed  the  root  to  thee ; 
And  the  Doniiniean  learns  what  is  meant. 

By  that '  which  thrives  if  free  from  vanity.'  " 


CANTO    XII. 


Soiya  as  the  bles»ed  IHaine  drew  near  the  bound 
Of  its  discourse, — spontaneously  impelled, 


AH  When  he*  himdin 

,  Two  archea  of  lilii 

Drawa  out  on  flej 

The  outer  BpriDgiu" 

Lite  to  the  voice'. 

ConsuDied  by  love 

(Whence  men  on  ea 

Upon  the  eovenan 

Tliat  never  shall  tl 

E  en  80  the  twofold  ( 

Of  roses  formed,  tl 

And  one  with  the  t 

Soon  as  the  sound  of 

To  sueh  glad  movei 

Oflight  to  light  fo 

With  one  consent  wei 

Lite  eyes  whose  ni< 

Opening  and  shutti 

i>om  one  of  those  nev 

Wlence  e'en  as  tun 

lo  Bee  its  w-lierejjboi 

It  then  began :  "  Tho  ] 

Bids  me  record  that 

My  leader  hath  heeu 

Memory  the  record  of  j 

'    -P«t  OB  both  warred 

"^•^both  like  honest. 


md  few,  nn<!  ill  jirepared  for  figUt ; 

Wlien  the  great  Emperor  proriirioii  made 
For  his  endftngcrea  boat,  tlirough  gnet  alone 
Not  for  their  merit ;— and  (as  fiBth  beon  said) 

Bused  ui)  two  champiotu  to  hts  Brid^'ii  relief, 
Who,  buth  in  Br^ument  and  ortion  bold. 
Gathered  the  scattered  people  to  their  Chief. 

In  that  fair  clime  where  inrin^  from  out  the  west 
The  gentle  wind  that  bids  the  leaves  unfuld, 
"Whence  Europe  sees  renewed  her  flowery  vertj     « 

Not  distant  from  the  beating  of  the  waveB, 
In  rear  of  which  at  times  (bis  ardour  gtayt-d) 
The  aettinR  sun  hia  ampli)  forehead  laves — 

The  bappv  Callaro^  balh  her  site 

Beneatn  the  muay  abield's  protecting  shade, 
Where  yielda  one  liun,  one  displays  bia  migbt : 

There  the  courageoue  loving  Knight  arose, 
Wbo  wrestled  for  the  Chri*tiiin  faitb,  and  bron^t 
Good  will  to  friends,  but  terror  to  hia  foes. 

And  while  he  yet  was  in  bis  mother's  womb. 
With  liriog  virtue  was  hia  mind  so  fraught. 
He  made  her  prophesy  of  things  to  come. 

What  time  "twixt  bim  and  Faith  completed  were 
The  eepoosals  at  the  sacred  font,  where  they 
Enridied  each  other  with  a  dower  most  rare — 

She  who  for  him  mode  promise  in  her  sleep, 
Saw  the  rich  fruit  that  on  a  lutiire  day 
The  world  from  him  and  from  his  heirs  should  reap  : 

And  that  hia  miaaion  high  might  be  prcNiaimed, 
Through  tbe  inspiration  of  tho  Spirit,  he. 
From  his  Po«set<sor,  Dominic  waa  named ; — 

For  he  waa  wholly  His.— With  patient  toil 
He  in  Christ's  garden  wrought  incessantly, 
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U.  i^.  Oai  bnof  h(  lo  Ihc  aid  of  hli  BpoDi 
ffoaa,' — 9c.  Pmwu  and  S(.  Dooiunc.  0M 
M.  Bpala— U)i  nninlrjr   af  St,   tkimini<>. 


of  hli  Bpv 
CalURi|r«T  pniMtml  b;  thg  Einc  of  Cuiiic, 


I  oihcr  nodal 

•  tkt  UnJiplw*'  of  BC  Domiata.  '         90.  rli.   A 
04.  Hk  foAnothn  dnuni 


tba  nape  ef  Ua  n 
ad.— V<Dtia 
bcIoii(Ja{  ft 


0  mother,  justly  ai 

Jf  man  interpreted 

Not  for  the  hououra  < 

Studying  Oatii-nae 

"WTiich  others  diBrc 

Pre-eminent  in  loarni 

Tending  that  Vinej 

If  carelesa  be  the  d 

Nor  of  the  See,  that  o 

Unto  the  eodly  poo 

But  his,  who  doth  t 

Asked  dispensation  fo: 

Nor  the  first  benefi» 

Nor  tithes,  the  poor 

But  'gainst  an  emng  ■ 

For  that  blest  Seed, 

The  Plants  that  gmi 

With  learning  and  deti 

Ofapostolic  duties  t 

Like  torrent  gushins 

And  wberesoever  most 

Of  heresy,  full  nrdeu 

Directing  there  Ina  n 

From  him  did  many  str 

Watering  the  luiivcH 

So  that  bis  tender  tre 


5.  "If thou  1 


be  p*flvcl. 


CA31T0  III. 

If  such,  one  wht*I  of  tho  resplendent  car 

Wlierein  the  Church  advanit-d  to  her  defence, 
Anil  drove  ricloriouB  in  her  civil  war, 

The  eicellenee  of  the  other  should  full  nt'll 
Be  evidenced, — of  which,  before  I  came, 
AqiiinoB  W08  80  courteous  as  to  tell. 

But  the  old  mark  which  the  circumference  wore. 
With  that  frequented  now  ib  not  the  same ; — 
The  geaeroiu  wine  ia  generous  now  no  more. 

His  Gunily,  which  followed  in  the  track 
His  foot«t«pB  made,  are  gone  bo  fi»r  natray. 
That  where  he  made  advance,  they  wander  back. 

Hot  to  this  evil  crop  ehall  quickly  come 

The  harreflt,  when  the  tares  shall  rue  the  day. 
And  from  the  bom  excluded,  meet  their  doooL 

He  who  would  aeareli  our  volume's  evoir  fold. 
In  MMne  few  pages  still  perhance  might  read, 
'  I  am  the  tame  I  ever  was  of  old :' 

Bat  comes  not  from  Cosalc  such  an  one, 
Or  Aquanpart^  j— those  the  text  exceed. 
Making  it  strict cr^these  would  keep  to  none. 

Buunnventura't)  soul  am  I,  who  came 
Truiu  Bagnoregio,  and  with  puiv  intent 
Preferred  each  heavenly  to  each  earthly  aim. 

Aeostine,  and  lUuminato  here — 

First  iif  those  poor  ones  who  barefooteil  went, 
And  in  the  cord  by  God  accepted  were, 

T7co  ia  here,  and  Peter  Alangiadore, 
Teter  of  Spain  with  his  twelve  volumes  too  ; 
And  with  tliem  Nathan,  prophet  famed  of  yore. 

There  Chrvaostom  the  metropalitan, 
Archbisnop  Anselm,  and  Donatus.  who 
In  the  drat  rudimrnta  instructed  man. 

Bftban  is  here :  and  by  my  aide  see  him 

Endowed  with  soul  of  hcftven-taught  prophecy — 
Ctlabria's  fiunoua  Abbot  Joachim. 

IM.  at.  Domialc  IM.  Si.  FnuKU.  Uiu)*d  b;  Thamu  A 

ta  Ub  iMt  CMM.  119.  U.  Tbajr  MIownoiUMrulMafihrtT 

eWK  114.  Oood  old  habita  an  cornipud.  131.  U 

may  iatoani  at  Uwsncinil  ilHDp,— •omonlulnp  the  rula*  «f  Ibi 
— vilimrBfbKiuicllMBiggatncti;.  130.  Twnof  tb*  Int 

af  81.  rtaaois. 
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pon,  "  bu  Uke  hath  arrer  been.'  be  s 
in  no  »Bj  affrntiog  (be  superior  attribi 

Let  him  who  would  eonceire  » 

Aad  stamp  tbe  image  that  I 

Kit  as  a  rodt  withm  his  met 

Imagine  fifteen  stars  selected  oi 

Of  heaven's  expanse,  so  virid 

All  gloom  away,  and  darknea 

Imagine  the  great  Bear,  which  i 

Bidea  in  our  heaven,  and,  as  i 

Eenmins  still  risible  to  morta 

Imagine  too  the  opening  of  that 

Which  springa  uprising  irom 

Bound  which  the  "  Pnmmn  i 

In  twofold  signs  arranged  along 

After  tbe  manner  Ariadne  tan 

What  time  she  lelt  herself  abc 

The  one  the  other's  rays  encomp 

And  each  in  circles  of  sucb  fai 

That  one  within  the  other  fon 

And  thus  a  shadowy  outline  wiU 

Both  of  the  twofold  dance,  an< 

Which  circled,  where  I  stood, 

ror_earthly  beauty  ia  exceeded  tl 

E'en  aa  the  heaven  that  whirls 

Is  with  Chiana'fl  stream  beyon 


«    L  . 


Mil   1   ■ 


'  I-, 
'iit 


CAHTO  xm. 


On  us  their  Wj  pjm  ;  then  joyfully 
Wailing  cAch  ntber,  to  their  taak«  attend. 

'Hid  the  ftocord&nt  lights  thcQ  ailence  brako  81 

Th»t  one,  which  of  tbu  lowly  maa  of  God, 
And  of  his  wondrous  Blory  lately  spake. 

"  When  from  one  sheaf  bath  beon  obtained  the  grain," 
It  said,  "  and  when  that  hath  been  safely  stowed, 
Lore  bids  mo  from  the  other,  seed  obtain. 

Tbou  dcemert  that  in  the  breast  from  which  of  yoro      37 
A  rib  was  torn  to  form  her  cheek  so  lair, 
Whose  appetite  the  world  hath  rued  full  sore — 

Id  that  too,  pierced  by  Isnoe,  which  for  past  time 
And  preiient  too,  Buch  hreacltes  did  repair. 
And  more  than  oouDt^rbBlocico  cveiy  crime, 

Was  planted  whatsoe'er  of  light  ia  gitcu  U 

To  our  degraded  nature,  by  His  might 
Who  made  the  twain — the  Governor  of  hcAven : 

Thou  marveliest  that  of  the  spirit  seen 
In  yon  fifth  i>tar,  with  aaintly  lustre  dight, 
I  said  erewhile,  '  Its  like  hath  never  been.' 

Opi-n  thine  eyes  while  I  reply  to  thee  ;  4t 

And  what  I  say,  and  thou  Selieveat  tru^ 
Ue«ting  as  in  a  centre  wilt  tbou  see. — 

All  thing*  (Teat«d — both  of  heaven  and  nrtfa— 
Are  but  the  beam  of  His  idea,  who 
By  love  pat«ma]  calla  them  into  birth : 

For  that  mo«t  living  Light,  proceeding  ever  6fl 

From  ite  high  Author,  though  not  separate. 
And  from  the  triual  Love  dispart«d  never, 

Collecta  ha  rayi  u  in  a  mimr,  tkeooe 
"       '  ff  tlis  tdne  ubaiateaoei — and  jet 
' [gaining  One:  md  hwm^ 

n.  ij.  TliBWWi  Aiiotiua,  vho  had  nUM  the  biiUvy  of  St.  Pnwtvll 
A«  Mob  OaBU.  34.  Hnin;  Bind  oot  qiuUioa,  b*  prcmcd*  B 

—wf  BvUxT.  37.  "  Vou  bclun  Uul  Adam  mhI  Chriit,  beiaE  bMl 

■■ik  lanudtatriy  hj  God,  veiv  aado^  nth  ail  the  pgrftnlido*  ot  wUal 
InaMB  nalun  la  mpabU.  Whcralu*  joa  caoaM  —i ■*—'--■'  kov  ( 
■Bokb^  of  MMaoa,  (Uae  M|  o«ald  H«,  ■  !■  Uka  bath  d«t*  bata.'  Urn 
iMdl.  faB<aiib>s.llt.  Danta  M^UMIlMtnlksf  ttkbtiuriatb 
i^tfilfnmiaa&tmliaiVTtatti  *lMi  Aa wMmI wsttM la iWMrt 
U.  TbaWord.  M.  Tba  alaa  KaavMM.    (8m  •' HatarU  BaMiM.^ 

Pna  tbaM  ik«  la^  of  Ood  !■  aid  to  be  rrdsetel  la  tba  lanr  ordan  ■ 
hi*iga,  (01 «  IM  il  pfodaoa  the  Aon-Und  < 
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Ufdiltferentkind; 

Vflrioua  degrees  of 

Thus  It  befttb,  that  ti 

^EVnit  BometimeB  be 

Hence  man  is  form 

■■•I^MIuisitely  ifth 

(Tlie  heavena  exerti 

ITien  would  the  See 

But  Nature  doth  a  Bci 

Like  Artist,  who  m. 

A  trembling  hand  ( 

Ifthea  the  ardent  Lo\ 

Of  the  first  Cause  a] 

CompJete  perfection 

Of  animal  perfection  tl 

Was  erst  made  wort 

Conceived  the  offspri 

And  your  opinion  henc 

That  human  nature  i 

Or  shaU  be,  aa  eiper 

How  then  without  an  e 

Here  to  my  reasonini 

Thou  would'at  return 

Bi^  that  my  doctrine  tl 

Thmk  who  ho  wae,  an 

When  told  to  '  aak,'  1 


From  this  my  Bpeeeh,  tlimi  may'st  diHcern  full  well 

He  ae  a  King  the  pift  of  wisdom  sought, 

ThBt  he  ia  kingly  virtues  might  eicel. 
The  number  of  the  anf^lic  host  to  know 

He  cared  not ;  or  ii'  IVom  contingency 

Neccasity  in  part  mav  ever  flow  ; 
Or  whether  there  be  «elf-eiist«nt  motion. 

Or  whether  in  half-circle  there  may  be 

Triangle  not  rectiui(cular  i  a  notion 
Hence,  rightly  weighed,  ray  onawer  may  impart, 

That  royal  prudence  I  luludcd  to ; 

And  aimed  at  this  waa  my  intention's  dart. 
And  if  my  words  thou  scnitiniie  with  care, 

Thou'lt  sew  that  they  have  only  kings  in  view ; 

And  they  ar»  numerous ;  but,  good  ones,  rare. 
Draw  this  distinction,  and  my  speech  is  quito 

Consistent  found  with  that  thou  dost  believe 

Of  our  firrt  father,  and  our  Chief  Delight. 
Let  this  be  lettd  unto  thy  feet ;  that  slow 

Thy  steps  may  be  (as  of  one  tired)  to  giTo 

When  not  convinced  by  sight,  b  ye«  or  no. 
For  sunk  is  he  'mid  fools  in  lowest  place, 

Who  no  distinction  makes,  and  to  the  same 

Conclusion  doth  arrive  in  either  case. 
Bincc  pnpulor  opinion  is  inclined 

Erroneous  judgments  ofVentimea  to  frame, 

Sclf-loYe  come*  in,  the  intellect  to  blind. 
Wur«e  than  in  vain  doth  he  from  shore  dq>art ; 

For  ho  returns  not  what  he  was  before. 

Who  fiihea  for  the  truth  without  the  art : 
And  ttiia  trota  ancient  names  is  erident — 

Fannenidet,  Helissus,  many  more. 

Who  aeimJwd  for  truth,  not  knowing  wherv  they  » 
BriMua,  Sabellius,  Ariui,and  a  score 

Of  fools,  who  swonia  unto  the  ScriptuiM  wera, 

Uaking  that  crooked  which  was  straight  before. 

m  like  tb«  before  thee.  Brither  alti-i  Ihea  iba 

•    I  Slop  iu.  9.  kc.        M.  ij.  Be  oand  not  tf 

«v,  L«t(ft  Itattiplijww,  or  Otoartrj.  104.  "  And  ll 

It  dft,  whleb  SokoMa,  Meitif  that  be  vu  ■ppainted  lo  the  m«niaH 
■ ■     --'-- 'ofOod."     Dmie,  ConTilo,Tt»t.  W.  cap.  a?. 


Iiet  not  Set  Martia  or  Dame  Bertha 
Seeing  one  Bt«al,  another  Bacri£ce- 
That  they  bare  looked  into  the  jui 

For  still  the  one  may  &11,  the  other  ] 


CANTO    XIV 


SoloiDoii  remoTc*  Dante'i  daaba  u  to  Um  ital 

the  planet  Mu«,  to  vlijch  thej  now  Hoend, 

tin^uiftbed  wirhon,  Ruddeil'm  the  figure  of 

FsoM  rim  to  centre,  or  revereely,  fit 

Water  within  a  bowl,  8«  outwardlj 

Or  inwardly  it  be  impelled  by  blov 

Such  on  a  suddeD  waa  the  twofold  thi 

That,  pulling;  through  my  mind,  wi 

Soon  as  Aquinaa'  glorious  roice  wi 

The  effect  of  Ukenesa  'twixt  his  words 

Of  Beatrice,  who  after  him  anon 

Addreseed  me,  aa  my  verse  enauing 

"  Trim  it  K'hoves.  although  not  yet  & 

He  utters  it,  or  cTen  thinks  tbereoi 

To  probe  unto  the  root  another  tra 

InftHTi  him  if  the  light  that  doth  end 

Totir  Bubetauce  as  with  bloieoms,  i 

Anii  with  yoo  Bhine  eternally  aa  no 


CISTO  HT. 


The  exceeding  lustre  will  not  hurt  your  sight." 

Aji  when  by  cWness  prompted  oud  innted. 
They  who  keep  up  the  danco  in  cirding  rin^ 
Their  voieefl  nuae,  uid  movementa  show  delighted ; 

So,  kt  that  beADteooa  Maid's  devoted  pmyer, 
The  Mcred  circles,  joy  exhibiting, 
Ouic«d  in  a  ronnd,  tmd  chanting,  thrilled  the  air. 

Ho  who  lamenta  that  man  on  earth  must  die, 
Ere  he  may  live  in  heaven,  hath  little  known 
Tb»  C4ilm  refreshment  of  the  shower  on  high ! 

The  One,  compoa4Kl  of  Three,  who  lifefl  for  ever. 
And  reigns  for  ever.  Threw  and  Two  in  One, 
B<.-etri(.'ting  all,^Hiniself  restricted  never. 

Had  thrice  been  chanted  bj  each  several  spirit 
With  such  divine  surpaaiing  melody 
As  would  be  full  reward  for  higheet  merit ; 

When  from  the  holiest  lights— in  th'  lesser  round 
I  beard  a  modest  voice  (such  as  might  be 
The  voice  of  Gabriel  unto  Mary)  sound 

Id  answer  thus :  "  Long  aa  the  joy  shall  hut 
That  reigns  in  Fandise,  so  long  shall  Love 
Around  our  forms  this  beauteous  raiment  cast. 

Its  brightness  varies  as  the  ardour  glows, — 
The  ardour  aa  the  vision  seen  above — 
And  this, — aa  Qod  on  merit  grace  bestows. 

When  wo  r^ain  our  fleah,  made  pure  and  bright. 
Our  peraons,  rendered  perfect  and  complete, 
More  pleasing  will  become ; — since  to  the  ligtlt, 

Assigned  now  unto  us  br  Ckid's  &ee  gnce, 
A  greater  share  will  then  be  given,  that  meet 
We  may  become  to  look  upon  His  face. 

Wherefore  the  vision  granted  us  must  needs 
Incnase — increase  the  ardour  glowing  thenoo^ 
Increase  tba  radiance  that  from  it  proceeds. 

But  e'en  as  burning  ooftl,  emitting  flame. 
That  flame  ia  wutenMi  overcomes,  and  hence 
Preaervcc  its  own  sppMracce  still  the  aaine ; 

So  will  the  nys  which  now  our  forms  surround 
Be  vantjuisLed  by  the  flesh  in  brilliancy — 
That  8t«h  DOW  covered  under  yonder  ground : 

S6.  Thai  oT  Bulouvti. 
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And  lo,  aiouad  us — ludd  u  the  od' 
JJow  there — high  over  me,  &  light 
Like  heaven  when  re-illuniinM  b 

And  OB  at  the  first  lighting  up  of  ev< 
The  aky  doth  new  appearances  di 
That  now  eeem  real,  now  the  Bigh 

So  these  new  substances  arising,  see 
To  show  themaekes,  and  cotnpasB 
The  drclea  twain,  whence  such  bri 

O  genuine  sparkle  of  the  Holy  Sprit 
How  Bwift  it  came ;  and.  oh !  bow 
DazEling  my  eyes  with  the  eicessi 

But  lo.  BO  iiur  and  smiling  was  the  fi 
Of  Beatrice,  that  I  the  record  leav 
"With  other  themes  which  memory 

Then  waa  the  vieour  of  mine  eyes  r« 
And,  raising  them  above,  I  could  | 
That  we  had  now  to  higher  glory  i 

Of  my  Ascent  I  could  not  fail  to  knoi 
Such  was  the  ruddy  smile  that  stoi 
Which  seemed  to  witness  on  tmust 

With  all  the  heart,  and  by  that  speei 
In  all,  to  God  an  holocaust  I  made 
Which  such  new  gift  of  heavenly  f 

Nor  yet  hod  ceased  the  fervour  of  mj 
Bre  1  perceived  my  lacTifice  to  hea 


CiKTO   II V. 


"O  0«d,"  I  nied,  "how  brilliant  ia  their  light!" 
Fen  as  illumed  »-ith  Btare  ofTarioiM  aizp. 
milky  way  ia  'tmxt  the  polea  arraved 


;  doubts  a: 


ft  the 


Thus,  Bpangtcd  thickly  m  Marg'  orb  profound, 
Thoae  bcMna  that  Tenerable  sign  displayed. 
Formed  by  diametere  within  a  rouua. 

Describe  I  cannot  what  I  call  to  mind; 

For  Christ  himself  waa  beaming  on  that  croes : 
Wherefore  no  fit  example  I  can  find. 

But  whoao  takca  hia  cross,  and  followa  Christ 
Excuse  will  grant,  if  I  am  at  a  loaa— 
When  in  that  radiance  he  beholdeth  ChriaL 

From  horn  to  horn,  and  'twiit  the  base  and  height, 
Mote  ligbta,  whence  vivid  sointillntions  flow, 
Both  when  they  poea,  and  at  the  point  unite: 

E'en  BO  on  earth  oft  atoms  do  we  see, 

Twiated  or  atraight.  those  swift,  and  others  alow, 
Bome  long,  some  ihort,  of  all  variety, 

Sport  in  the  sunbeam,  where  ia  streaked  the  shade 
Which,  in  defenw  against  the  changeful  sky, 
Man  by  the  exertion  of  his  wit  hath  made. 

And  aa  a  lyre,  attuned  thronehout  ita  chorda 
Unto  the  harp,  a  pleasing  narmony 
To  one  unknowiue  of  the  art  ofibrdg ; 

So  from  the  radiant  lustre  there  appearing 
Baa  through  the  Cross  a  gathenng  meWy, . 
Which  raviabed  me.  although  the  hynui  scarce 

Huh  praiMS  dearly  sounded  in  my  ears ; 

For — "  Rise  again,"  I  beard,  "  and  victor  bo," — • 
As  one  not  comprehending  what  he  he4vre. 

So  much  enamoured  naa  I  at  the  sound, 

That  never  to  this  time  with  such  sweet  ties 
Had  ought  o'erpowcrcd,  and  all  my  senses  bound. 

Haply  my  words  may  overbold  appear, 

lighting  the  joT  derived  from  thow  fair  eyes, 
On  whicK  I  look,  and  soothe  my  every  care. 


too.  Th«  rfn  tt  lb*  enm  in  Uor*  refen  lo  thr  halj 
tiaoa.  IW.  (it.  Pna  (b  (bur  ritnnnllia  ar  (Ix  ar«a. 

Tliax  word*  an  I>>m  turn  >  bTos  aiuig  bj  Uia  Cburoli  in 
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Bot  ■»»  eadi  Urii^  ieal  of  beauty  gtowi 
WiA  prater  ramth,  m  we  mcohI  on  high ; 
Aad  maee,  on  tbeae  intent,  I  mw  not  thow^— 

Vcfl  wmf  I  be  Cbrraran,  if  the  vhils 
I  bhaw  nqra^  I  bold  to  ToitT ; 
ot  tbenolr 


Bo^  IB  m  ■KMOi^  *cqairee  fresh 


(lohrBnuk^ 
bnlUaocy. 


CANTO   IT. 


Tk4t  viD  benemlent,  whicli  erer  flow 

^CM  hewt  wli^ran  true  chanty  aboonds — 
Pen  »  tctfiiwe  k  will  malignant  ahowa — 

ISfm  itiDed  tbe  Ijre  of  that  melodiona  bmd, 

And  Bade  tte  dtonb  to  cease  their  holy  Bounda — 
Those  cnrAi  rdsxed  or  braced  b;^  HesreD's  ligbt  bmd. 

Bow  tkaH  aidi  ipirits  to  a  n^teoiu  prayer  — '~ 

"      ■     ■    -      ■  o  that  they  might  to  me 
ogetber  silent  were  ? 

Well  ■•y  be  era  grieve,  who  for  the  love 
Of  4ugB  lAiA  cannot  U$t  eteni«Uy, 
Loses  tnis  fermt  charitr  above ! 

As  <A  aloBg  tbe  pvre  and  tranquil  skr 
A  sodden  fin  Pt  night  i^  seen  to  dart, 
_  ion^dy  the  heedkn  eye, 
■  to  be  a  star  that  changes  place, 
Sare  tbat  no  stai  is  missbg  from  that  part. 
And  tbat  it  fitters  bat  a  mcment'e  spaee ; — 

So  from  the  hcnt  extettdiug  to  the  right, 
Vcn  to  tite  loot  of  thai  nigb  croea,  tbare  ehone 

ISt.  Cjl  AB  Oa  cnalad  Abgi  dm  Itai  the  diriiM  •tamp.  I 
itmm  !■  1*1  ImhiiIj  iif  lliiifci|hi  hwiiM,  fii  ■Mill  lii  ■■■  mljij,  i 
M  bikdl  (ka<7naf  BaOria^  138.  TrauUiad  "holTuol* 

Mi^MriilM  viA  CMD  XT.  34. 

C  >n*  p«t  h«a« innoodr  mnliaoBJ  the  wHig  vhich  the  bl 
««•  «isc>V  ■  *^  tflmiii  a««.  aov  rUi«  haw  thej  had  ermtt 
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A  star  from  out  the  constelktion  bright : 
Nor  left  that  gem'the  line  wbcreon  it  btamed. 

But  through  the  radiiuit  tnwk  awili  paasiug  on, 

Like  fire  tiehiDd  pure  akbatter  B««iDt>l. 
Such  fond  delight  ADchiMw'  muI  displayed  25 

(If  our  moit  honoured  Muse  may  do  believed) 

His  son  beholding  in  the  Elyaian  ebade. 
"  0  my  dcsocudaut  I  O  Grace,  richly  given ! 

"Who,  like  to  thee,  bath  e'er  Hui;h  ahare  received? 

For  whom  hath  opened  twice  the  gate  of  heaven  ?" 
80  ipako  the  light ;— whereat  I  gaxed  attent,  81 

Then  turned  my  looks  onto  mv  Lady'a  &o^ 

If  using  on  either  side  in  wonderment : 
For  such  a  amilo  waa  glowing  in  her  eyes, 

That  1  appeared  to  reach  the  depths  of  grtoe, 

And  utmost  rapture  of  toy  Paradiae. 
Anon — all  joyous  both  in  look  and  speech  —  37 

The  spirit  from  his  inmost  bosom  poured 

Things  that  my  understanding  failed  to  reach. 
Tet  not  by  choice  my  rconon  be  outran* 

But  of  neceesitv ; — so  highly  soared 

His  thoughts  aiKive  the  aim  of  mortal  man. 
And  when  the  bow  of  bis  impaaaioned  thought  43 

Had  speut  its  force,  so  that  his  speech  at  lattt 

Down  to  the  level  of  our  minds  was  brought, 
The  first  thing  that  mv  senses  understood 

Waa,  "  Blessed  art  thou,  Trinal  God,  who  hast 

Displayed  such  court«sy  unto  m^  blood ;" 
And  this  he  added  : — "  Know  that  in  the  flame,  49 

In  which  I  now,  my  Son,  with  thee  confer, — 

That  long  diilicious  thirst,  which  o'er  me  came 
Vhilc  rcadiug  in  the  mighty  book,  which  time 

AlTrcts  not,  thou  bast  satt-d  i— thanks  to  her 

Who  imped  thy  piuioDs  fur  the  flight  sublime. 
Huiu  deemeat  that  thy  thoughtii  pass  on  to  me  S5 

From  Him  whence  thought  proceed* — the  Primal  One  -, 

As  Hve,  or  sii  diverge  from  unity  ; 
And  therefore  tbou  my  name  dost  not  demand. 

SI.  Le.  Tin  Afire  ninth  I  b**f>  fill  10  ■«  Ui«,  ihrou^  kaowMfaaf 
1117  UTTT&!,  obtuoal  u  the  "  mirror,"  or  (tee  of  (lad.  Bo*  Has  tt. 
M.  DhsW  witbisd  la  Joquir*  vbo  Ilila  iptrit  «■■,  uid  tha  nam  sf  Us 
Mkbi)  but  1h  knaw  Ihst  his dnina  •«•  risUc. 
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Or  mitf  more  tnoeport  in  my  look  is  abawo. 

Sum  taj  other  of  this  joj^nl  band. 
Tne  Oaa  bdid'  of  thine ;  for  each  one  here 

Jjotiki  <KL  that  mirror,  nhere  th«  untold  thonglit, 

&ie  ret  conceived,  is  drainj  distinct  and  clear. 
But  that  the  sscred  love,  vhich  constantlf 

Urg^s  to  watchfulness,  and  a  sweet  drought 

Brings  o'er  my  scdhc,  may  more  contented  be, — 
With  joTfiil  voice,  and  with  undaunted  brow 

Dedare  what  wish,  and  what  desire  ia  thine, 

Whereto  an  answer  is  prepared  e'en  now." 
1  turned  to  Beatrice : — she  heard  before 

I  spake  to  her.  and  smiled  to  me  a  sign, 

Which  made  the  wings  of  hope  increase  the  more. 
**  Lore,  and  the  poirer  to  express  it,"  I  cotomenced, 

'■When  ye  beheld  the  First  Equality, 

To  each  of  tou  were  equally  dispensed  ; 
SiiKe  they  exist  so  equal  in  the  Sun 

Whence  ve  derive  your  heat  and  brilliuicy, 

likeness  "beside  may  be  im^ined  none. 
But  amone  mortals,  will  and  weuee  are  things, 

Which  for  the  cause  to  you  made  manifest, 

Are  far  from  being  trimmed  with  equal  winga ; 
Wherefore  by  mo,  a  mortal,  may  be  shown 

For  the  paternal  love  thou  hast  csqireaaed 

My  gratitude  but  in  the  heart  alone. 
Pi»yer  unto  thee  I  make  with  earnest  doim, 

O  Eving  topat,  who  this  jewel  dear 

Adomeet,  to  inform  me  what  thy  name." 
"  O  thou  my  branch,  know  that  thy  root  was  I ; 

And  my  first  joy  was  to  eipect  thee  here :" 

Such  a  h^^inning  made  he  ui  reply : 
Then  added,  "  He  whoee  name  to  taine  is  bound,  91 

And  who  some  hundred  years  and  more  hath  made 

His  progress  through  the  mountain's  lowest  round, 
Vu  thy  great  graudsirei,  and  was  son  to  me : 

71.  God— as  nlkd,«iBO«  b;  Him  kU  Ihing*,  irbether  caqr  or  dtAanltt 
tn  •swDj'  e^oblii  of  eieeuckHi.  86.  Tt»  Jnrd  ii  the  crMi,  «< 

■mtuA  OMOacnUa  waa  oar  of  tb«  gem*.  68.  PaOtei  «f  AUriiwri, 

til*  fOal  gn^an  of  nboiB  Duile  «u  pnmd.  93.  Lt,  AligUwi 

Ihs  been  €•■  hoBdnd  jru*  in  the  Gm  orele  of  PmptDrj,  wbm  It 
praod  an  [i  mhki  il  b;  emnjtiv  bmrj  Mooa 


C. 
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How  would  it  grace  thee,  if  through  fili&l  aid 

Hii  besTf  nferinsB  were  abridscd  by  thc«  t 
TUmaee,  confined  withia  that  Micient  wall,  97 

\^'hcnce  itill  the  chimes  at  ddod  and  evening  sound. 

Wan  sober,  modest,  and  at  peace  with  aU. 
If  o  chain,  no  crown  bad  *he ; — no  dame*  ttut  drew 

Rich  aandals  on  their  feet,  and  clasped  around 

The  cirdle,  brighter  than  tfaemielves  to  view. 
The  tuther,  at  hi«  daughter'n  birth,  with  fea»  108 

AVan  troubled  not,  leet  she  ehould  ask  a  dower 

Too  ample,  or  too  early  for  her  jears, 
2*0  houica  then  were  void  of  lamiLee; 

And  no  Sardauapalua  yet  bad  power 

To  introduce  unbeud  of  luiunes, 
Xot  yet  had  Florence  in  her  thirst  for  fame  100 

EdipBcd  the  structiin*  of  Imperial  Borne —  i 

Swift  as  they  rose,  to  swifllv  aoomed  to  ahiune. 
Mvsclf  have  seen  Bellincion  Berti  pac«  ' 

Vbe  street  in  leathern  belt ; — his  Ladv  come 

Forth  from  her  toilet  with  unpointeu  face  : — 
Have  •pen,  contented  in  their  coats  of  skin,  115 

The  Nerli  and  the  Vecchio  ;  and  beheld 

Their  wives  with  lightsome  heart  sit  down  to  spin. 
0  happy  they  I  each  sure  to  lay  the  head 

In  her  own  tomb  ;  and  no  one  yet  compelled 

To  wivp  deserted  in  a  lonely  bed. 
To  watch  the  cntdle  was  the  care  one  chose,  121 

Her  chilli  consoling  with  the  self-same  word 

That  huKhed  her  sires  and  mothers  to  ivpuse. 
Over  the  distaff  one  the  flax  would  comb, 

And  lelt  her  fiimilr,  that  wondering  heard, 

Stories  of  Troy,  of  Fiesole  and  Bome. 
Aa  grrat  a  marvel  had  been  deemed,  I  trow,  127 

M.  Br  Ujr  pniren  md  (ood  dod*.  117.  Tfaii  dexn-lplioii  ts 

[--■■-'t---'  n-  ■'  liw  BOM  iMMtiful  In  ihc  Dirliu  CommrdiL  107. 

Hw  Jagaocui  kiD(  of  Amjii*  twm  ivprniaiu  uy  cffiiDliutii  ptnoa. 
IM.  Is  lb*  Briiriail,  Rmm  I*  termed  "  UonUmlg,"  tu-w  HoiKrinarhi, 
Ml  FW<n«  "  UonlkHtto,'— both  bna;  raoDDlmim  mmniuidlii;  ■  (lew 
•f  Ibsir  nupMiWa  dtiM.  US.  Tbc  nprwolBtiiB  of  Ow  IUti|rMrft 

■  mWs  rtomim*  fhailT.  116.  Tn  or  il»  smi  apntat ' "  ' 

FhMsaw  UtL  WithDal(MrafliaaiibBm,HimiB*Mli 

«f  JNtatr,  whfB  ODa  demlBMU  partjr  drara  <rat  lb*  Mb«. 
flMBis,  ilkt  eradla  of  Hmmoc,  mc  IdL  st.  A 
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(Hme  over  caming  round  iheo  with  hta  Bliean) 

If  piece*  be  not  added  day  by  daj. 
With  "  Toil,"  a  phnwe  by  Bome  finit  counten&nced — 

Though  diMSDutinucd  iu  these  latter  years-^ 

Bemn  the  speech  I  now  again  advanced  : 
And  Beatrice,  who  stood  some  distance  thence,  ] 

Smiling  oppeoml,  bke  her  who  coughed,  'tia  said, 

What  time  Qinerra  wrought  her  first  ofienire. 
I  thua  my  speech  began ; — "  You  are  my  Sire— 

You  bid  me  apeak— You  bid  me  nuae  my  head, 

And  an  unwonted  confidence  inspire. 
Bivepi  of  joy  so  numerous  fill  my  mind  ] 

That  'tis  a  feaet  to  hold  such  rich  contents, 

Nor  burst,  o'eriraught  with  treasures  uncon&ned. 
Tell  Die,  loved  stock,  whence  1  derive  my  birth. 

Who  were  your  ancestors  P — and  what  events, 
.  Marked  in  your  youthful  prime  the  years  on  oarth? 
Till  of  the  fold  protfwted  by  St.  John,  5 

What  was  its  sise ;  and  who  the  people  were 

That  chief  pre^Biinciiee  within  it  won  ?" 
As  coal  bunt^  forth,  enlivened  into  Same, 

When  breathes  the  wind ;  e'en  so  that  lustre  fiur 

More  fcrrent  at  my  blandishment  became ; 
And  brighter  as  it  grew  before  mine  eyes,  £ 

So  with  a  voice  mure  soft  and  sweet  to  hear, 

(Not  in  the  tongue  now  used — ^  modem  guise) 
It  answered ;  "  From  the  day  when  '  Hail'  waa  said. 

Unto  the  day  my  sainted  mother  dear 

Me,  her  loved  burden,  to  the  light  displayed, 
Five  hundred  time*  and  filtv-threc  this  fire  I; 

To  Leo  had  returned,  that  for  its  dim 

And  failing  orb  &esh  light  it  might  soquire. 
My  moeatorB  and  I  dwelt  in  that  place. 

First  of  the  laat  sixth  part  attained  by  him 

10.  Diicovarinr  bit  simitor,  Danti  change*  lii*  lanpuagg  from  "  To  " 
»  "  Vol"  VS.  Th'   cilj  of  FlDTaDCc— which  bad  liir  it*  protrrur 

MalkiBsptNC    8Mlof.  EdI.  U6.  37.  AroordiD):  la  iMobuili-* 

-'an, — Hklof  087  imji  lo   ■  rFTOludon  at  Uik  jiturl  Han,  bom 

- CwvlifTuida-i  birOi  kbaur  lOW  mn  iMd 

m  uioirnlli  dlTldnl  Into  di  dudcti  j  Cw- 
Dhrd  b7  die  compaUton  In  (bt  awWIhi  , 

3    B 


40.  IWcncw  * 


(No  Camp),  mj' 

Down  to  the  ^ 

O  how  much  betta 

Still  to  have  al 

On  Trespian  Mu 

Them  in  your  n-^U 

Doth  a»m  Aeai 

IVhile  he  of  §bS 

■And  ifthetribe,  5 

Malignant  are,  h 

InTeterate  b^ 

He  who  now  hraa  j 

His  trade,  had  be 

Where  erst  his  6 

The  Counta  had  Mi 

In  Valdigriere  hi 

The  Cerchi  in  Ao 

To  misture  of  the  fc 

The  iUa  which  om 

As  hurt  the  bodTi 

The  blind  bull  falla  j 

Than  a  blind  kmli 

Deals  than  the  Sn 

If  Luni  you  regard,^ 

How  they  are  gon 

Chiusi  in  like  goia 
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To  hear  how  noWp  families  dfcay 

Will  not  appear  a  noTel  thing  or  (rtrange, 

(iin(«  Btatcs  and  kingdoms  alao  pas«  away. 
Like  t^  youradm,  your  works  art-  doomi^d  to  die ;         79 

Although  Home  structure  now  its  end  cnoceals. 

Enduring  long,  while  tliea  are  hurried  by. 
And  as  the  moon,  whose  orb  is  never  still, 

Iiow  veils  your  spreading  shores  and  now  rereals. — 

So  Fortune  doth  m  Florenwj  work  her  will : 
Wherefore  no  marvel  deem  what  I  relate  85 

or  many  a  proud  and  loft^  Florentine, 

Whoae  lame  of  olden  time  is  out  of  date. 
I've  seen  the  Ughi,  se^n  the  Qreci  erowned 

With  glory,  who  now  wither  in  decline,— 

The  Onnanni,  Alboricchi  too  renowned. 
lUuHtrioua  for  their  valour  and  their  birth  91 

The  Ardinghi,  and  Bo«tic)ii  have  I  seen. 

And  Soldanieri,  onee  deemed  men  of  worth. 
Over  the  gate,  where  lately  deeds  so  dork 

And  vilWons  have  perpetrated  been, 

Tliat  they  will  soon  prove  fatal  to  our  bark. 
The  Havignani  used  to  dwell ;  whence  came  97 

Count  Ouido,  and  the  mighty  ones  beside 

Who  from  the  great  Bcliincion  take  their  name. 
The  arts  of  nile  knew  he  of  Presaa  old  ; 

And  Oaligaio  could  erewhilo  with  pride 

Display  the  pommel  and  the  hilt  of  gold. 
3V  column  of  the  Pigli  yet  was  great ;  103 

The  Oiuochi  and  Sacchetti  bore  them  high ; 

And  the  Sifanti  still  upheld  their  state, 
^nourished  the  ancient  stock  of  the  Calfueci ; 

And  to  their  curule  chain  fiill  honourably 

Were  dnwn  the  Sizii  and  the  Arrigucci. 
O  bow  exalted  Itave  I  seen  of  old  100 

TboM  whom  their  pride  hath  marr'd  I  what  glory  tliat 

nwwenid  down  on  Florence  by  the  balls  of  gold  I 
Snri)  were  the  sirea  of  those  whom  now  we  aee. 

Where'er  your  Church  is  vacant,  growing  fct 


t  (lu  gate  0 


St  Pater.  111.  <.*.  Tlif  UmbiMi,— 

f«lil»  )»11«.  1  le.  i.  <.  Whs, 

r  Cbonli,  map  ■  ricb  hHTnt,  and  (10* 


r*  till  1^*7  HIM  Bpon  1 
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Mtnaiatorj'. 
i,  wbich  fierwlr  plies 
t  onto  him  who  shows 
w,  hath  lamb-like  qualities. 
Was  lookiDg  Dp ;  tnrt  so  plebeian  Htill, 

That  Uhatm  OoaXto's  an^er  rme 

At  their  allnmoe. — 'Etta  hok-  from  the  hill 
OfFkflula  had  Csponsac  descended 

lb  lade; — md  Ohtda  as  a  chucn. 

And  In&i^to  abo  ns  rommended. 
A  tnttk  I  tdf  tint  mcmnx  will  be  beliered  :— 

TW  gate  into  the  leaser  divle  then 

Frnii  hn'a  bt^ij  its  name  receiTod. 
All  that  bear  enaienB  of  tbat  Baron  gtvat, 

Vhoae  tide  and  wboee  worth  is  testified. 

Oft  M  retuma  St.  lltoinaa'  anntial  frte, 
Kufbtbood  and  privilege  from  him  obtuned  ; 

Imm^  caie  now  listB  upon  the  people's  sidle, 

'Whoae  fringe  ofgokt  etewhile  from  him  was  gained. 
IWOuahaK^BtiO  their  fame  possessed,  133 

And  IiBWatuni : — had  no  neighbours  new 

Been  added,  Boreo  still  bad  b«ea  at  rest. 
The  familT  wWh  ^  your  niisay  wrought 

nnaag^  the  just  ire  ve  bo  sererelj  ru^ 

And  to  an  »d  your  glad  existence  brooght, 
Taa  iMDonied, — and  its  frnrnds.     How  woeMlj,        189 

O  BooodehaOTti,  didst  thou  fix  our  doom, 

'Wben  from  thr  pledge  of  nuuTiage  thou  didat  fleet 
HatiT,  who  BOW  ore  sad,  would  joyoiia  be. 

If  God,  wben  to  our  city  thou  didst  come^ 

Ta  &Ba's  waters  had  abandoned  thee. 
But  wlieD  her  days  of  pesce  were  at  an  end,  l-U 

Twaa  Florence*  doom  she  should  propitiate 

The  broken  bust  that  doth  the  bndge  defend. 

Hi.  Ika  JJoBoL  1£».  U.  lb  Emu  into  ih*  mOto,  l«bn  Ik* 

dHfeww  mhffti,  is:.  PluoitiDe  fuuilki  h^  been  pcntfM 

VfCman  L>«  it  LoxcBbowg,  "tba  gnu  Baron,"  lientCBUt  of  tkt 


Cg*  died  as  8t  TbonuT  da  j ;  ud  tlie  monk*  lu 


1  ni.,  t»  har  bi«  utna,  and  to  ubuiu  Dtlm  pnnlRgB  <^ 

'u  uatd  to  bin  A> 

■  IkllK.  3&.  A  timiion  of  ib» 

IM.  IW  Amidd.  HO.  See  note  u  Inf.  itffli.  lOT. 

144.  Cm.  U_hai  Uua.  writ  if  b*  lud  b«u  dmntad  in  (be  riTw  EdM,  as 

147.  Tbe  ■(>«»  of  Man,  ou  the  Pcmtf  TracUB 


CAMTO    XTI. 

With  these  and  otben  Floreaca  have  I  known 
In  such  a  truiqiiil  and  coat«ot«d  stat«. 
No  cau»e  for  UmeotatioD  could  be  Bhown. 

With  these  for  her  defender*,  have  I  seen 
Her  peopltj  just  and  glorious,  so  that  no'er 
Stained  through  divwiou  had  her  Illy  been 

"With  Tenne.il,  or  rererscd  upon  the  gpear." 


CANTO    XTIL 
xiaoitEirr. 
bmtiia  Daote*!  bwiuhmmi,  uu)  ibe  nliunitlo  he  is  ■bout  to 

Bfroa  hk  ungnlaful  nuntrjmpn.     Hu  bidi  him  not  nbrink  tram 
''    '  roth  revealed  is  bi>  vi^oD,  honvci  bttUi  It  maj  be. 
As  be  who  came  to  Clymene  to  inauire  1 

If  true  the  tale  reported  to  his  shame, 

(Phaeton^ whose  ranhncns  hardens  many  a  aire) 
E'en  such  was  I,  and  aueh  the  hue  I  wore  ; 

Which  Beatrice  and  that  most  hotv  flnmo 

Peiwived.  who  chanffcd  hi»  place  for  me  before. 
"  Let  then  thy  strong  desire,"  my  Lady  said, 

'■  Shine  fWvly  forth,  and  thus,  distinctly  abown, 

The  internal  Rtamp  be  outwardly  displayed. 
Not  that  our  knowl^ge  will  iucreuae  thereby, 

Bat  to  accuslom  thcc  thy  thirst  to  own, 

That  others  may  thy  longings  aatiafy." 
•*  Oh  my  loved  stem,  exalted  to  such  height 

That  plainly  as  we  mortals  nee  but  one 

Obtuse  in  a  triangle, — so  thy  n^t 
Things  future  contemplates  with  vision  clear, 

Viewing  that  Centra  unto  whom  aro  known 

Future  and  put,  as  though  they  present  were. 

WW  bnfcn  dowa  ^wd  Buondalmoud  wm  ilaitk  I4«.  i^  U^m 

Itaa  aaipign  sf  Uu  old  fiuaOiM  abora  waatlonad.  1&3.  lAcr  Ik 

oitll  vai,  tb*  OndA  ebwifad  tba  vhlta  Ulj  Alt'  a  yalkv,  1M> 

CmtW  opatda  ^b  bj  a  oaaquror. 

1.  PbaMsB,iBgnMaKri*0,iaqaii«d<<Ui««Uwra7>M«MlfIt««Mt 
Inliiil  thnanat  kfoOa.  WUi  aqoal aaaiaqr  Oaals,  wlaU^ tt qaMte 
hk  aaeaiar  Cvrj>iirv'<la  "  dwt  MM  Mj  Am^'  M  t«  Ma  fatat*  Uk, 
WM  aAaid  ID  da  m  imtmhuitt  iks  tijillng  rtSk  aOadad  U  Igr 
failMta    IbT.  I- el  aodW.  II.  niilli  sllliw  f^lliti|slfc.  M 

SMdlca  dinoia  turn. 


IH 


WUle  Virgil  vm  mj  e»rort,  as  we  sped  Ij 

Up  to  tM  monnt  which  makes  the  spirits  pun^ 
And  4am  to  tbe  dark  reeiooa  of  the  dead, 

Hr  j'""^  life  to  me  was  ehadowed  out 

la  wards,  thai,  though  I  feel  well  sqiuued  ta  endure 
Tho  Aiflii  of  fortune,  fill  my  mind  with  doubt : 

"Whaufag  I  fiua  would  know  the  misery  3> 

nat  avel  Fortime  hath  for  me  in  store, 
anwB  getdlv  comes  the  arrow  we  foresee." 

Hw^  at  ar  ladj's  bidding,  I  addressed 
The  ligfct  whiA  hadcoDvt^ned  with  me  before, 
A>d  all  the  loDging  of  my  soul  confessed. 

Nor  by  RmmM,  si^  as  led  aatinj  31 

Ikt  wa^A  with  smooth  deoeptions,  ere  was  slain 
Be  I^ab  of  Ood,  that  takt^th  sins  away, 

Bat  B  dear  wiada  ud  simple  Latin  style, 
"~    ■  '  '       d  •nawen.'d  me  again, 

d  of  splendour  with  a  smile. 


*  Oftiatencj,  wUdt  doth  possess  n 
BfTOM  yag  gto' 


d  jviK  globe.  Dor  o'er  ita  bound  extend, 
b  wImUj'  pacCand  in  the  Eternal  face : 

(Xc«  tkat  MMaiitj  drit«s  thinga  by  force, 
Cakas  tbe  eja  wiudi  sees  a  ship  descend 
A  ttfii  ttraai,  be  said  to  urge  its  course), 

Whmce,  as  acA  harmmij  cxunea  o'er  the  ear  48 

fVaai  nreeMcawd  organ,  m  ctHncs  o'er  my  ai^t 
The  tine  wUd  unto  thw  approacbeth  near. 

A*  thnMi^  a  twacitCToua  step-dame's  cruel  art 
HqgMhtoi  fiiDiB  Atbou  took  his  flig^it, 
Si>  ttou  art  dooaed  from  Flot«ic«  to  depart. 

lUs  lam,  tU>  object  is  alreadr  sought ;  4S 

Aai  ha  who  bmbs  it.  soon  fiis  power  shall  prove. 
E'en  thcfe  wwso  Christ  is  daily  sold  wid  bought. 

se.  Thim  in  the  bfaao, 
**  Let  Fonniifl  do  bcr  wi 


oatbafiwe  of  God  «  relkolcd  noa  aj 
50.  i*.  -IV  Popefaw  aln^jky  > 

' ^- ' ■  -     Sa  iwi.Bi. 

rilLuiadBi       { 


-       .                                                                                      _»djhi 
k 'BiHaMMttaaMqtMtM   —  -    -     


•  lillliii.  t(Wk«Mll>ka««f  Fnao, 
inSHM  «f  nacMaf  il ;  hiu,  m  vmh,  to  dnra  aut  ibe  Riam->i.  i 
imylaaaililimlf  w«g»0MdiBj«aaMy,  lata.'    ' 


Saada,ia       I 


On  tho  injured  Bide*  Bhall  clamour  fix  the  blame, 
As  it  is  wont ;  but  Vengeaum  from  above 
Shall  signal  witniwa  of  the  truth  proclaim. 

Thou  ahalt  be  torn  from  every  cartflv  thing 
Beloved  mort  dearly  ; — shot  from  £iilc«'  bow, 
This  arrow  foremost  to  thy  heart  shall  epring. 

Thou  shalt  bv  trial  know  what  bitter  fare 
Is  olhcTB'  Dread ; — how  hard  tho  path  to  go 
Upward  and  downward  bv  another's  stair. 

But  that  which  flball  thy  misery  complete, 
Shall  be  the  foul  and  senseless  company 
Whidi  in  this  valley  thou  art  doomed  to  meet ; 

For  raort  unmteful,  loathBomc,  impious— all 
Shall  act  themselves  to  work  thj[  miserf : 
But  thou  shalt  iritncsB  soon  their  destined  IklL 

Their  brutish  nature,  by  their  actions  known,  67 

Shall  prove  how  honourable  'tis  to  thee 
To  have  formed  a  party  of  thyself  alone. 

Thy  first  retreat — Erst  refuce  from  despair, 
Shall  be  the  mighty  Lombard's  court^^sy, 
Whose  arms  the  Eii^le  on  a  ladder  bear. 

His  looks  OQ  thee  so  kiudly  shall  be  cast,  78 

That  asking  and  conceding  shall  change  place  ; 
And  that,  wont  first  to  be,  'twiit  you  bo  last. 

Wilh  him  shall  one  be  found,  who,  at  his  birth. 
Won  by  thin  anient  star  so  fraught  with  KrBc<\ 
Uia  deeds  of  valour  shaU  dienlay  his  worth. 

Not  yrt  Ids  virtue  by  tho  world  la  known ;  70 

So  tender  is  his  age  ;  for  scarce  nine  years 
Around  him  Iiave  these  rolling  cin:lee  flown  : 

But  ere  the  Gawmn's  artifice  deceive 

Great  llenry,  be,  alt  sordid  hopes  and  fears 

SB.  ■*  With  tlwM  vili  mmpuilan*  of  bi>  «i1e.  Dule  in  vain  ktUBptcd 
•  Ibrdblt  mtruoa  into  FhniiM.  Aftn  ihi*  DiiKurugc,  D«oia  qulitad 
tlM  eonbibnof — diifaated  by  th*  klokcnnn,  JmLouain.  and  bad  fiuth, 
of  tta  luMragBinoui  tad  ""■— ■*ff— "-  miiltllado,  wbtcb  ainiDDo  cal*. 
mllia  bju)  drawn  togrlhrT,  bul  eould  ml  (Kmcnl  bj  nminon  Intarwa.'— 
Uk  sf  I)uir,  Lvdoc/a  CiiMDct  C jelopcdlk.  03.  Tlu  "  nlUy  ' 

KHU*    Italy   In    ita  dfirndnl   lOtv.      Sm    lalano,  I.    14,  71. 

Butolmn  drlk  Scala,  Ljinl  of  Vereoa.  76.  Itnuj  of  TiiiMl 

hurt,  (IiD*  B3.)  89.  Pdjw  CI-niMt,  Ibc  OioooD,  aftrr  nukln|  Hou^ 

r,  arcrear  taiatnl  hla  Kh.    8n  not*  ta  laL  ilx.  U  i  Bd  ^*a 


iiiW.  u 


LU.  IM. 


Dttpma^  Airil  ■  ^orioofl  tune  tMem. 

Bk  deeds  vip&Knt  ilaB  adn  irmUib 
B»  pOKw  londlT,  tbat  U>  vrr  taem 
Skfffe  cenfcSed'to  cdefcnto  Im  fine. 

Loefcd«mtohBt)efKfiren«i  fir  he 
Of  fartan  IB  HKh  hhmmt  Ad  £apoee^ 
Ikk  riall  be  jxwr,  md  poor  mlted  w. 

frtiw^i  u  1^7  "''^  tone  wonB  {Kftopuunjf 
Bat  be  tlMf  not  Amlged."    IbeB  thbig^  le  toU, 
iMndibfe,  thoQg^  vitacBMi  br  a»  (Tc : 

A^  added:  "TUs  m  eooment  dodi  nvMd 
tke  erb  «liMuawl  of  ^— tboee  nana  bviwM. 


I 


;  far  kneer  ifaan  TOUT  Ufe  be  mered 

IWn  to  vn  pm^wd  tkir  Ul  perfidy."  ^^ 

Thae,  hMJ^  tMt  J  to  ipeA,  ttart  hcAj  ooe  ^^H 

Hide  Me  MPceire  ftatne  wwmJlprepied  ^^^| 

Tb  wene  w  vim/I  bad  vnelf  bc^un —  ^^^H 

hoB  Mse  tried  friand  on  mixm  be  bm;  Rpne, 

SoHad  m  U*  jodfliKfit,  and  o(  eocd  nneere. 
' Ote,"  I  begsB,  - 1  mrk  knr  time  tone 

Pr^vraeBbknrtfaatbMTieal  bOaoDthooe 

VW  look  far  it  vith  mort  de^Nnteej : 
Tb(R6R«itlifn^ktneafm«7breHt,  Utt 

n^t  if  I  kee  tbe  pfaee  I  dMorii  mut, 

He  bolfaea  of  my  Tcne  kee  net  tbe  net. 
Down  B  tbe  wld  dfendlen  niMiy, 

Aad  on  die  BMontata,  from  vibaae  bnotooiu  eoeat 

nee7«a«f  BeetnceenhedBe; — 
A»d  M  tbimisb  hcBTvn  I  pnsed  fioB  nben  to  i^lta^  US 

Tbst  £d  I  Kent,  wld^  wceiv  I  to  i&tdioatf 

Tb  ann  m»ld  of  bitts  tMta  ■Ptnar. 
Brt  if  Ok  ttvlii  X  ti»dl7  nfiiU, 

I  tar  to  die  in  tbe  ealem  flf  tiieee 

Ta  i^]B  &e  pmeDt  tine  viB  aoaa  be  old." 
TWU^BodeartoBevarbeneeHBSeewcnflowiitg,  131 

f  MK,  t  «nWe  a^Klf  &«■  Mtaer  iikta 


I 

i       '         I 

f 

1   »    '    •  ! 
I        ■       I 

I    -If    . 
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CAirro  xvn. 

AMRinipd  at  first  a  garh  of  liTolicr  flanu!, 
hikv  golden  aiirror  in  tho  sunbcimi  glowing ; 

Then  answered  me  :  "  The  conscience  tint  is  djod 
Or  with  its  own,  or  with  another's  shame, 
Uay  not  the  sharpneM  or  your  wwds  abide  t 

Ne%-crtht'le8S,  each  fal»e  dia^ise  remored, 
Bt>  all  the  vision  fuUj  manifested; 
And  let  him  wiuco  who  feels  bimaelf  reprored : 

For  if  thy  words  be  deemed  a  harsh  repast, 
When  tasted  first,  yet  Htill,  when  well  digeatod, 
A  wholesome  food  shall  they  afford  at  last. 

This  thy  reproof  shall  like  the  wind  be  found, 
Which  chiefly  doth  Hie  loftiest  heights  assail : 
And  hence  a  greater  glory  shall  redound. 

Wherefore  no  spirits  hero  to  thee  are  shown. 
Or  in  the  mount,  or  in  the  dolorous  vale. 
Save  those  whose  lofty  names  U>  fame  are  knowTt. 

For  lie  who  hears  thee,  will  not  be  inclined 
To  give  full  credence,  and  to  rest  secure. 
If  the  cuunplo  bnnight  before  his  mind 

Be  baaed  on  root  ignoble  or  obwcure." 


^ 


CANTO    XTtIL 


Miny  dl«lBftiiti*d  wwrion  and  Cnuadm  m  wen  in  llw  plukM  lUn. 
I>u)te  lh«Bfl«  MOUkd*  te  Jupiter,  Uib  liiib  beavni,  in  vhicfa  tba  ipiric* 
tt  tbMt  «te  hat*  ban  rmlmaA  upon  rmnk  for  Um  adouaiMnMlaa  of 
JimUm  an  dbpoMd  ia  tba  lbn>  of  u  Eafl*. 


Now  silently  that  happy  soul  punraed 
Ilia  joyous  munngs — I  too,  thoughtfi 
TcmptTcd  the  pleuvit  with  the  bitter  food  ; 


His  joyous  munngs — 1  too,  thoughtfully 
Tcmp«Ted  the  pleiwuit  with  the  bitter  K>o«i  . 
When  She,  who  led  me  on  my  heavenward  flight. 


Said :  "  Mose  on  other  things  t  and  know  tiiat  I 

Am  near  to  ICm,  who  doth  «ftch  wrong  r«quttc." 
I  turned  me  at  my  Comforter's  loved  stisin ;  7 

But  to  describe  the  affection  that  I  viewed 

Within  her  holy  eye*  I  strive  in  vain; — 
Not  merely  wantug  trust  in  mine  own  speech, 

•  sin  madllaiiac  oa  Iha  frsdWUsw  sisd* 


But,  to  Fetrnce  euch  feeling,  not  endued 
With  mental  power,  unlesB  Another  teach. 

But  ttia  at  least  I  treasure  in  my  mind. 
That,  gazing  upon  her  in  that  blest  place. 
All  other  wishes  wholly  were  resigned  ; 

Till  the  Eternal  Pleasure,  beaming  bright 
On  Beatrice,  reflected  from  hef  &ce. 
Thrilled  me  again  with  exquisite  delieht. 

Then  with  a  smile  that  all  my  soul  subdued, 
"  Turn  thee,  and  list,"  she  said ;  "  for  Paradise 
May  elsewhere  than  within  these  eyes  bo  viewed, 

And  as  sometimes  in  this  our  mortal  state 
We  see  affection  pictured  in  the  eyw, 
Of  power  the  soul  entire  to  captirate  ;— 

So,  in  the  effulgence  of  that  holy  flame 
To  which  I  turned,  an  ardent  wish  I  saw 
A  further  intercourse  with  me  to  claim. 

"  In  thia  fifth  tier,"  commenced  be,  "  of  the  tree. 
Which  \-ital  strength  doth  from  the  Summit  diswt 
And  beareth  fruit  and  leaves  eternally, — 

Are  hk'BBed  spirits,  who,  ere  to  heaven  they  came, 
Obtained  such  liigh  distinction  in  their  day. 
Each  were  a  theme  to  eialt  a  poet's  fame. 

Wherefore  observe  the  cross  in  either  bom 
And  he  whom  I  shall  name  will  there  display 
The  form  of  lightning  'thwart  heaven's  concave  bomc, 

Joshua  be  niunwl ;  and  I  beheld  a  light 

Swift  drawn  along  the  cross ;  nor  did  the  sound 
Beacb  mine  ear  swifter  than  the  flame  my 

Another  bright  effulgence  I  beheld 

At  name  of  Maccabeo  wliirl  round  and  round 
Gladness  the  lash  which  that  bright  top  imj 

Then  in  like  manner  waa  my  eyesight  bent 
Orlando  to  behold,  and  Charlemagne, 
As  on  his  bird  the  falconer  looks  intent. 

There  William  I  beheld,  and  Einoard ; 

And  the  Suke  Grodfrey  was  in  semblance  plain 

31.  On  this  warning  Duite  Kgain  turns  bia  i 
28.  Itait  a  Hie  fiith  step,  or  brauch  of  the  tree,  (.#.  of  the  croa 
before  (lir.  10l,)compii««d  of  the  BpiriUaflbe  blened,  and  «) 
is  Christ.   ■        44.  See  Inf.  rai.  18.  and  lu 
Chailvmague.  47.  Uodfre;  of  Bouillon. 


IB     ■ 

I 

31 

iv  I 

ncave  borne,"      j 

'  sound   ^^^H 
y  Bight.  ^^H 

lund;      ^^^^1 
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CAHTo  inn. 


Seen  on  that  crow,  and  Bobert  higbt  Guiacard. 
Tbe  soul  who  spoke  to  me,  now — (mixt  among 

The  other  lights  ond  sbgera  manifold) 

Showed  how  in  hraveu  he  knew  to  pour  the  song. 
I  turned  me  then  unto  the  dexter  aide, 

In  Beatrice  mr  duty  to  behold, 

Or  by  her  woma  or  gesture  signified  j 
And  saw  the  rays  beani  from  her  so  serene. 

So  joyous — she  surpassed  herself  in  beau^— 

Truisoending  all  that  I  before  had  seen. 
And  aa  from  conaciousness  of  joy  and  peace. 

The  man  who  rtrivos  in  active  couree  of  duty 

Feels  dnv  bv  day  bis  holiness  increnae ; 
So  I  pcreeivea  the  circle  of  my  flight, 

Together  with  the  heaven,  become  enlarged. 

Seeing  that  Slimcte  increase  to  light. 
And  rapid  as  the  change  in  Maiden's  face, 

What  time  the  eriinson  hue  wherewith  'twas  charged. 

To  native  jialeness  doth  again  give  place ; 
Sui-h  diaoge  that  tampered  planet  made  appear  67   ' 

In  her,  by  reason  of  its  ailvcry  sheen  ;— 

The  sixtb  which  had  received  me  in  its  sphere. 
And  ia  that  gladsome  torch  of  Jove  I  saw 

The  Bparks  of  love,  which  flowbg  there  were  seen. 

Letters  like  those  we  use  dialinctly  draw. 
And  ■•  &om  river  side  birda  woor  awav,  78    < 

Greeting  the  pastures  that  before  tliem  lie, 

Sow  in  a  round,  and  now  a  long  array  j 
So  the«e  bleat  bgbts  did  holy  Joy  impel 

To  change  their  form  ana  figures  oa  they  fly, 

Xow  like  the  letter  D— now  1— now  L. 
Ther  move  aiceordant  to  their  holy  strain,  79 

Till  one  of  theae  same  letters  they  have  wrought. 

Then  pause,  and  silent  for  awhile  remain. 
O  heavenly  Muse,  that  do«t  to  glory  give 

48.  8n  imf  lat  uviiu  14.  49.  CuringnJiU.  SS.  BMlliosi 

6h»   bwuf  BOW  tMtltrd  from  Km  W  Jupiter,  Uitet  the  roddir  ban  at 

lb*  fiinur  iiksEt,  ud  unuDst  th«  more  teopernl  xpfcl  of  lb*  Ullsr. 

71.  Tba    '  (piirlu  of  lova"    kn   blFHEd   epiriu  inlUiDtd  wltb  obuil;f. 

n.  Til*  ikrw  initial  l«tlsi«  of  ■■  Diliftitc  juiUIiam,  qui  Judkalta  toma." 

^Iais  nghlaomntM,  jt  ibal  an  jviget  of  Uut  mrtli.''    WtadoB  L  U 


IRsiUaaSl.) 


Those  fiiroured  sons,  who,  b;  tiijr  InsoDs  tanght, 
M&ke  et&t«B  wid  cities  in  thy  numbeiw  live— 

Impart  thy  light,  that  t  may  now  rebearae  83 

The  fonns  in  which  these  gme  mine  eycM^t  SDOte ) 
And  may  thy  power  appear  in  this  brief  vent ! 

Vowels  and  consonants  thon  met  mine  eye. 
Thirty  and  five ;  nor  did  I  fiul  to  note 
The  order  in  the  which  they  seemed  to  Ue, 

"  Diligit*  juatitiam,"  first  pawed  91 

Before  me,  in  effulgent  words  portrayed  ; 
"  Qni  judicatis  terram,"  were  tne  last. 

Kow  in  the  M  of  "  terram  "  were  thev  so 
Arranged,  that  like  to  silver  when  inlaid 
With  gold,  (Ud  Jupiter's  appe«ranoe  show : 

And  towards  that  letter's  summit,  from  above  0* 

Descended  other  lights,  and  ivst^  there,    ' 
Singing  His  praise  who  draws  them  by  Hia  ivire. 

Then  as  we  see  &om  shaken  firebrands  nse 
Innumerable  spartlea  in  the  air, 
"Whence  omens  are  inferred  by  the  unwise  j 

So,  as  it  seemed,  some  thousand  lights  arose,  lOS 

These  mounting  more,  these  leas,  e'en  at  the  beA 
Of  ihat  bright  Sun  &om  whom  their  glory  fiowa. 

And  when  each  one,  in  its  own  station  placed, 
Had  settled, — I  an  Eagle's  head  and  neck 
Saw  in  that  siltery  fiame  distinctly  traoed. 

(No  guiding  hand  the  Painter  here  poaseeaes —  109 

Himself  the  guide :  each  orb  his  pow^  produm^ 
And  Kia  informing  mind  throughout  eonfewei)  I 

The  other  souls,  that  Lite  by  gladness  stimd 
Cast  their  white  crowns  of  lilies  'mid  the  M*a, 
With  easy  flight  pursued  the  iroperiaJ  Bird, 

Sweet  star !  how  do  thy  manv  jewels  bright  115 

Show  that  the  justice  whicD  we  boast  on  earth 

94-  The  apiriti,  Kltliag  upon  the  U,  compoH  tbe  figure  of  the  fi^i, 
vbicb  i*  dedicated  (a  Jove.  lOS.  (.a.  Omnu  of  future  ridita  iB 

proportiaD  to  the  numbFr  of  aperlo.  107.  Thr  E*)^  i»i|iii—iH  0* 

iinperul  ^lerDmenC,  uid  is  (he  tjrpe  of  that  imlvenKl  ■n—nrthr  (t 
"  Jiutiili"  vbich  Duite  wished  lo  cMsbliih.  lUaappanEnuetbeE^ 
of  ths  "  impetial  bird."  109.  i^.  God  BimBetf  aatf  the  qniM  M 

Ihie  DOnEg^ntion.  113,  The  ■■  ITa"  sn  tbe  Sul  letten  of  -Jwt- 

luun"  ud  "  teiram.**  115.  Jupiter, — suppoeed  ID  be  the  M 


CAKTO   ITin. 

Springs  from  the  heaven  iUiuniiied  with  thy  light  I 

'Whi-refnre  to  that  omniscient  Mind  I  pray. 
Who  gives  your  motion  aud  jour  virttiL'  birth. 
To  mark  whence  comes  the  amoke  that  dims  your  n 

So  that  Hij  anger  may  be  shown  once  more 
'OainBt  them  who  buy  and  sell  within  the  lans 
Built  up  by  minic!e«  and  martyrs'  gore. 

Te  hoete  of  heaven,  whoso  armies  I  Bitrrev, 

Make  prayer  for  those  who  yet  on  eartn  r«nain, 
All  through  an  ill-example  gone  astray  I 

Their  warfare  men  were  wont  with  sword  to  p!y; 
But  now  'tis  wBced  by  holding  back  that  bread 
The  pitying  Father  doth  to  none  deny. 

And  thou,  who  writest  but  lo  blot  again. 
Bethink  thee — Paul  nnd  Peter  are  not  dead, 
Though  for  the  vineyard,  that  thou  epoilest,  xlain. 

Well  mayest  thou  eieuum  :  "  For  him  who  er»t 
Chose  in  de*erted  wilda  to  live  alone, 
(Hisi  head  a  dancer's  priic)  so  much  I  thirst, 

The  Fishermaji  and  Paul  are  both  unknown." 


n 


CANTO  XIX. 

AKOUHZnT. 
la  DaBte*!  inijuirj  wbether  uij  wba  •»  ni 


Bxrou  my  sight  now  shone  with  wings  outspread 
The  beauteous  Image,  which,  new  joy  imparting, 
O^flT  the  collected  houIs  ita  gladness  abed. 


lis.  TUi  pnjn  ia  tb«i  pwaplinHd  bj  Umllua;  "And  I  tnj  ib« 
JtIu  Uiml  M  look  down  Hpno  thk  aiB)i(«llT— Uwt  m  k  hh  Ub  Ubm 
Chrui  «M  iDMowd  «ilb  tbow  wbo  boB^bt  sod  nld  la  tba  lcn|>4e,  and 


droTf  Ibm  oat,  M  lw«  bt  would  (bow  bi*  wrstb  apinrt  tbs  paMor*  ud 
atdatM  wbo  pnniw  riaoB]',  ud  mA  nond  dJiogi  In  the  Cbotvb  ol 
Uod."  tse.  B]rtb*''«UB)il«'ortboPap*.    8m  Purr.  III.  lOS. 

litt.  (.(.  "  Hi  w^w  w*r  to  cioHBBiankiatlaB,  ud  denial  of  tbi  taut*- 
MUtil  tn»iit,  whtcb  Ood  bnnaelf  dniin  Dot  to  tb«  *Ik>  trulj  tvpnit.*' 
)M.  tft  "  And  thou  who  mdcn  forth  thy  oeniuna,  not  for  tbu  purpow 
oftfaatWoc  offcndsn.  bat  to  be  jaid  for  reroking  tbtm,  remsmbei',"  ko, 
t  ■nrlim  Thk  (lelviution  ia  addnawd  eilber  to  Pope  Uoniftne.or  !• 
CI^Hnl  v.,  Ihnn  littopr.  Of  lb»c  Kro  Pope*,  K*  coin.  Inf.  lix.  77  and 
ta.  136.  i.r.  lix  Pope  tbinti  more  for  John  tlie  Baptiit  {Li,  Iba 

Barm,  or  «Ib  of  Flomee,  itaajpcd  villi  bb  bt-aJJ  than  Ha  uihar  St. 


"  For  being  just  and  piou«,"  h 
"  To  this  uigb  state  of  gloir 
■  Surpassing  all  that  la  conceii 

And  sucb  remembrance  hare  I 
That  even  by  the  impious  it 
Though  alow  they  be  to  emu 

As  sereral  coals  emit  a  single  h 
From  that  imperial  image  e\ 
Bid  many  a  Toice  in  iiill  ace 

I  then  bc^an :  "  O  ye  delicious 
Of  the  eternal  Joy,  that  cTier 
Mingling  in  one  vour  odorife 

Speak,  and  the  craruigs  of  my  i 
So  long  a  time  by  hunger  trii 
Since  earthlj  food  may  no  coi 

Weil  know  I,  if  in  any  realm  of 
Supernal  Justice-  is  reflected  i 
In  your's  no  dim  or  sparing  ( 

Te  know  how  ardent  is  my  wis! 
Te  know  the  doubt  thnt  to  n 
And  has  so  long  been  found  t 

Lo,  as  a  falcon,  from  the  hood  r 
IJplif^  his  head,  and  joyous  f 
His  beauty  and  his  eagerness 

Such  ceal  and  jot  did  that  blest 
Chanting  forth  pnusea  to  the 


At  the  vorld's  limit,  and  irithin  the  line 
Drew  beauties,  dimlj^  or  dirtinctly  traced— 

Could  not  upon  the  universe  so  writ« 

The  impreas  of  his  power,  but  that  His  Word 
Must  Btill  be  left  iu  distance  infinite : 

And  hence  'tis  evident,  that  he  in  heaven 
Created  loftiest  hi«  fate  incurred 
Bcc&use  he  would  not  wuit  till  light  woe  given. 

And  hence  are  all  inferior  creatures  shown 
Scant  vessels  of  that  Goodness  uncoufincd 
Which  nought  can  measure  save  Itself  alone. 

Therefore  our  btellect— ft  feeble  beam. 
Struck  from  the  Lght  of  the  Et^^mal  Mind, 
With  which  all  things  throughout  creation  teem, — 

Must  hr  its  nature  be  incapable, 

Save  iu  a  low  and  moat  n'motc  degree, 
Of  viewing  its  exalted  principle. 

■Wherefore  the  heavenly  JuMtice  can  no  more 
By  mortal  ken  be  tathonu'd,  than  the  sen  :— 
For  though  the  eye  of  one  upon  the  shore 

Mav  pii^rce  its  shallows,— waves  imlathomed  bound 
His  further  sight,  yet  under  tlicm  ia  laid 
A  bottom,  viewless  through  the  deep  profound. 

Lieht  ia  there  none,  save  from  the  pure  Serene, 
Which  never  is  disturbed  ;  all  eUe  is  shade. 
Or  poison,  rankling  in  the  flesh  unseen. 

Now  on  ^our  view  the  dark  retreat  doth  break, 
Wlierein  the  living  Justice  was  concealed. 
Of  which  such  fre<]uent  question  thou  didet  make — 

Baying :  '  Sy  Indus'  stream  a  man  is  bred, 
VTaen  no  one  hslh  a.  dying  Christ  revealed, 
Or  written  of  him,  or  his  suffering  read ; 

His  wishes  all,  as  far  as  human  senao 
Is  able  to  discover,  blameless  are, 
And  all  his  actions  too,  without  o8eQC« ; 

Tet  unbaptLMsl,  and  heathen,  he  must  die: 

Where  is  this  Justice  tliat  condemns  bim  p — whore, 
Though  he  bvlici'c  not,  duth  his  sinning  be  ?' 

Now  who  art  tluni  who  would'st  assume  the  place 


I 


40.  it. 
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Of  Judge ;  and,  with  such  finite  poweTB,  would' 
Hie  couniels  who  alone  pervadetn  space  P 

To  him  indeed  who  thus  mould  aubtiUie, 

Were  Scripture  not  of  greater  weight  than  man 
Matter  for  endteas  doubt  might  well  arise. 

0  earthly  animalB !  O  groea  of  mind ! 
The  primal  Will,  innately  good,  hath  never 
Swerved,  or  from  ita  own  perfect  Self  dedined. 

Justice  in  likencaa  unto  It  consists : 
No  good  that  is  created  warps  it  ever ; 
And  by  its  beam  alone  that  good  eiiata," 

As  the  stork  lifts  herself  the  neat  above, 
When  she  hath  satisfied  her  tender  brood ; 
And  they  regard  her  with  a  look  of  love ; 

So  moved  its  wings  that  blessed  Image,  swayed 
By  many  thoughts,  and  grateful  for  such  food ; 
I  too,  with  look  upraised,  my  tb&nki  coQTCyed. 

Turning  aro\ind  it  sang :  "  As  little  clear  97 

Ab  are  to  thee  these  mystic  notes  of  mine  j 
So,  Heaven's  high  counstjls  dark  to  man  appear." 

When  silence  o'er  those  burning  splendours  came 
Of  the  Holy  Spirit,  still  within  the  sign 
Which  awed  the  world  beneath  the  Bomao  name. 

It  recommenced — "  In  this  high  realm  abida  lO'J 

None  who  of  old  did  not  in  Christ  believe, 
Before  or  after  he  was  crucified. 

But  oh !  what  multitudes — '  Christ,  Christ,'  exclaim, 
Who  in  the  judgment  shall  have  cause  to  grieve 
Par  more  than  those  who  never  knew  His  name. 

Shame  on  such  Christians  shall  tho  Ethiop  cry,  iOB 

When  the  two  Colleges  shall  part — the  one  ^^h 

To  endless  wealth,  the  one  to  poverty.  ^^^| 

What  shall  the  Persians  to  your  kings  eicloim,  ^^^| 
When  open  they  shall  see  the  volume  thrown,  ^^^H 
And  view  the  record  of  their  blasted  lame  ? 

There  'mid  the  other  deeds  by  Albert  wrou^t  115 

Shall  soon  by  the  unerring  pen  be  traced 

lOe.  "Not  ever;  one  tliaciuitli  uoto  me.  Lord,  latd,  «1mII  faEer  iacs 
the  kiagdom  of  bea-vea,"  ke.    JUatt.  tii.  SI.  )I0.  Tliuducp  and 

tbc  goats.    (Hui.  XXV.  3S.)     Id  the  lafenio  a  portltulu'  comparUMat  u 
termed  "  Iba  OollfpB  of  Hjpooriiy."  (iiiii.  »a,)  ....       ..    •  - 

to  Uev.  u.  le.  1 16.  See  Purg.  tL  06. 


D  «ct  with  misery  to  Bohemia  fraiiRlit. 

There  shall  be  eeen  llit.'  v>w  that  he  eluUl  pour 
Alon^  the  Seino,  by  uttering  coin  deboawd, — 
He  who  eball  Dieut  destructioQ  &om  a  hour. 

There  shall  be  ieen  the  domineering  pride  321 

Which  Scot  &nd  English  equally  oefools, 
Breaking  the  bounds  in  wluch  ihey  should  abide  : 

There  seen  the  eSVminacy  that  o'er  Spaia 
And  likewise  orer  the  Bohemian  ndes, 
Who  virtue  ne'er  hath  gained  or  wished  to  gaiB  : 

There  Been  the  cripple  of  Jerusalem,  127 

Whose  good  deeds  by  a  unit  may  be  told. 
The  opposite  denoted  by  an  M  : 

There  seen  his  lust  of  gold  and  cowardice, 
Who  guards  the  isle  of  fire,  in  which  of  old 
Anehises  closed  his  mortal  deatiuies. 

Told  be  hia  atorv  in  a  fragment ; — so  133 

To  designate  now  trifiul  is  his  worth. 
And  in  small  space  much  degradation  show. 

There  shall  the  evil  actions  be  displayed 

Of  the  ITuctc  and  the  Brother,  who  such  birth, 
And  two  such  crowns  have  in  dishonour  laid. 

And  he  of  Portugal,  and  N'orway  too,  139 

And  he  of  Koscia  shall  be  there  confest, 
Who  well  the  sight  of  A'eaice'  coin  may  rue. 

Blest  Hungon*,  if  thou  couldest  set  thee  tree 
From  future  injuries!  Nanure  too  bl»»t, 
Couldest  tbou  but  arm  the  mount  that  circles  thM  I 

FrcMging  thi«,  e'en  now  the  cries  we  hear,  liS 

116.  mUp  Iba  fdr.— llkViuK  Iwn  ilFfMled  bjr  the  Floiolng*  U  tiM 
bsilU  of  Coulni.  In  I WS.  be  puid  bi*  vmj  ia  ipurioiii  cola.  Ua  dlad 
tnm  tba  vouiid  of  ■  wild  buu  in  1311.  121.  AUudin;;  u  Ih*  wtr 

bMwa  Edmrd  I.  of  Botrlwul,  and  John  Baliul.  191.  Alpbonn, 

Kinf  of  Bpain,  and  WiuenbiuB,  Kinf  uf  Bolieiuu.  are  rd«rml  id.    8t« 
■•luy.  vii.  101.  117.  Cbuin  II.  Ktni;  of  JmaUvn  and  Apulia, 

en  Pvif.  rii.  1S«.  131.  Fredrrick  of  eUcilj.    Sw  Parg.  Til.  119. 

137,  J>B>M.  King  arH*jatr*  and  Uuuinja,  aod  Janmll.  Kiui^AmcMi. 
1(0.  iMtnlav,  ftOltj.  il  wniB,  of  roi^tirj.  142.  flu  Ihiva*  tt 

IIaa|[af7  ■■■  at  Ihl*  tina  dl*pnl«L  H3.  Naiim  «■*  wl^vM  ta 

«_  .  .  . ^f^^  ii^  ^  ^jjg  ^f  (ji  o«o_iuid  "  araiial  ll " 

Mb.  U.  '■■■ 


Frvnoh  jmka,  FaounMa  ai 
Ktatr,  abo  b«ea  par  wlU  Iba  Xtafs  d«eribad  ahova,'' 
2  0 


Webu  he,  who  wth  hia  uni 

And  from  each  quarter  da 
The  heaven,  Inte  kindled  by- 
Sudden  its  lodt  effulgence 

Such  was  the  scene  preaente 
Of  that  blest  sigo  imperia 
OfTariou8le«k.M,nowh« 

For  all  those  U\mg  soiila,  in 
And  more  trausceudent  n( 
8on^  that  from  memorj  t 

Sweet  Lore,  who  deckest  thy: 
Thy  rays  with  fervour  in  tl 
Which  unto  holj'  thoughts 

Soon  as  the  luminous  and  pn 
With  which  enaienimed  I  c 
Had  put  to  sileuce  the  ang 

Methought  I  heard  a  Btream, 
From  rock  to  rock  its  mur 
Showing  the  abundant  rid 

And  as  along  the  cithern's  m 
^^^^             Is  tuned  and  tempered  ;  oi 

Then  utterance  followed  ;  and  the  words  that  fell    ' 
Forth  from  tbo  beak,  artit-ulatc  and  clear, 
My  heart  foreboded,  and  n'toins  full  well. 

"  Behold  that  part  of  me  which  dares  the  day 
In  mortal  eaglee,"  he  began ;  "  and  give 
All  the  attention  that  thy  mind  can  par : 

For,  of  the  flames  by  which  my  form  ia  dieht, 
Tboec  whence  mine  eye  its  sparkles  doth  derive 
Surpass  the  otLera  tn  eiceas  of  light. 

This  in  the  midst,  like  pupil  of  the  eve, 

Was  he  who  bore  the  ark  from  town  to  town. 
And  wag  in  notes  of  heaven-taught  paalmody. 

Now  ho  perceivea  the  merit  of  bis  straias 
And  lore  of  his  Inspirer,  by  the  crown 
Which  he  in  guerdon  of  bis  song  obtainB. 

Of  the  five  who  round  mine  eyelid  form  a  tone, 
The  one,  whom  nearest  to  my  beak  you  see, 
Consoled  the  widow  for  her  murdered  aon. 

Sow  knows  he  by  eiuerience  of  this 
Sweet  life,  and  of  the  opposite,  how  he 
Who  walks  not  after  Christ  falls  short  of  bliss. 

He  who  comes  neit  in  the  circumference, 
And  forms  the  upper  arch,  his  death  delayed 
By  tears  unfeigned,  and  real  penitence : 

Now  knows  he  that  God's  Justice  changeth  not, 
Though,  at  the  prayer  of  piety,  be  staved 
The  baud  that  for  to-day  had  flied  the  lot. 

lite  next  you  view  (his  good  intent  defeated) 
A  Greek  became  with  me  and  with  the  bws. 
^ut  in  his  room  the  Pastor  might  be  seated. 

Now  knoweth  he  that  the  ill  consequence 
Of  his  good  deed  no  harm  upon  him  draws, 
Although  the  world  hath  been  penertcd  thence. 

He,  lower  in  the  arch,  was  William,  who 
With  many  a  tear  ia  wished  for  by  that  land 
Which  doth  the  living  Charles  and  Frederick  rue: 

How  knows  he  how  in  heaven  a  righteous  king 
Is  loTc<d  ;  and  thia  the  more  to  understand. 


40.  *Be  Pnnr.  1.  TT.  SO.  Heaekiah.  i6. 

WUlitD  1 1,  of  Sicil;— k  JuM  PriDOT,  who  loved  lii*  • 
^ttk  Cbatte  II.  ai^  Fradvick  nf  Am(a>. 


«»Wm«<  11 


The  brightness  of  his  face  a  proof  nay  bring. 

Who,  in  the  world  below  to  error  given. 

Would  think  the  Trojan  EipheuB  e'er  could  he 
Fifth  'mid  the  holy  splendoura  of  this  heaven  ? 

Full  well  discerns  he  now  the  heavenly  Grace, 
Which  mortals,  blindly  groping,  cannot  see, 
Though  its  profundity  he  cannot  trace." 

E'en  aa  the  lark  high  soaring  pours  its  throat 
Awhile,  then  rests  in  silence,  as  though  BtHl 
Dwelling  enamoured  of  its  last  sweet  note ; 

Such  was  the  semblance  of  that  Image  blest, 
Stamped  by  the  Eternal  Pleasure,  at  whose  wiQ 
Axe  all  things  with  their  proper  fonn  impreet. 

And  though  my  wish  was  to  be  seen  as  plain 
As  colour  through  the  glass  on  which  'tis  laid, 
I  could  not  patiently  ray  lips  restrain ; 

But,  "  who  are  thcBO  ?"  with  eagemess  inquired  ; 
Whereat  the  imperial  Bird  its  joy  betrayed, 
la  garb  of  greater  briUiancy  attired. 

Then  nearer,  and  with  eye  that  glowed  intense. 
To  me  the  blessed  Eagle  made  reply. 
Lest  admiration  keep  me  in  suapense : 

"  I  plainly  see,  thou  haet  these  things  believed. 
Because  I  told  thee ;  but  concealed  they  lie — 
Not  understood  by  thee,  although  received. 

Thon  art  like  one  who  apprehcndeth  well 
A  thing  by  name,  but  cannot  see  the  why, 
Unless  another  doth  the  reason  telL 

Heaven's  kingdom  auffereth  violence — by  love 
And  lively  nope  assailed — whose  ardency 
l{ath  power  the  will  of  the  Most  High  to  move ;  ] 

Not  by  toe  mode  that  man  his  fellow  sways. 
But  because  God  ia  willing  to  be  swayed. 
And  roles  but  by  the  kindness  he  displays. 

The  first  and  fifth  light  of  the  arch  may  well 

66.  "Cadit  et  lUpheua,  juitiaaimui  unua  Q 


"  Fow  a 


.   ■128. 
Chriniuu  can  be  «Ted.  8! 

pUu«d  in  the  eye  of  Ihe  Ktf:ie,  aaviax  thoK  v 

94.  "  Aod  from  Ibe  daji  of  John  th^  BspIitL  unlil  nov,  llie  kingdov  <•( 
heaT«n  enffereth  violence ;  ami  the  violent  laie  it  bj  (broo." — Matt  li.  IS. 
100.  Tlqaii  aad  Bi|dieiu. 
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CABTO  XI. 


Wonder  excite,  that  with  such  gems  arrayed 
Should  be  the  region  where  the  Angela  dwell. 

Thej  left  their  bodies,  not  ae  you  presume,  1 

(Jentilea,  but  ChriBtians,  firrn  in  faith — ^tbe  one 
Before,  the  other  after  Jesus'  doom. 

For  know,  the  one  hia  flesh  and  bone  regained 
From  hell,  where  Baving  penitence  ia  none ; 
And  thia  reward  of  lively  hope  obtained,— 

Of  lively  hope, — whieh  whoDy  placed  ita  strength        1 
Id  prayers  to  God  that  lil'e  ho  wouid  reetore, — 
Endued  with  power  to  move  Hia  will  at  length. 

The  glorious  soul  whoee  name  I  have  disclosed 
(Betuming  for  obort  space  to  life  once  more) 
In  the  All-wise  his  confidcneo  reposed  j 

And  kindled  into  such  a  flame  of  love,  1 

Through  faith,  that  at  his  second  death  was  he 
Deemed  wortby  of  this  joyous  seat  above. 

The  other,  through  the  asaiatonce  of  that  Orace 
Which  flows  mint  source  of  such  profundity, 
^lat  mortal  e^e  could  ne'er  tliat  fountain  trace, 

On  Juatioe  all  hia  earthly  lore  bestowed ;  1 

Whence  Ood,  of  his  own  mercy  infinite 
To  him  a  sight  of  our  Bedemptioa  showed. 

Believing  in  ita  truth,  thenceforth  he  seamed 
To  persevere  in  filth  of  Pagan  rite ; 
Ana  of  their  sin  the  crooked  nations  wvned. 

A  thousand  years  ere  baptism  was  ordained,  ] 

For  him  were  sponsor*  those  three  Ladies,  who 
The  car's  right  wheel  for  their  high  station  gained. 

Ftvdestiuation !  oh  how  distant  lie« 
Thy  root  from  those  who  do  not  wholly  view 
The  Primal  Cause  unfolded  to  their  eyes ! 

And  yon,  ye  mortals,  bo  your  judgments  slow  i  1 

For  we,  bv  whom  the  Godhead  is  deacried. 
Not  yet  tne  number  of  the  elect  do  know : 

And  sweet  it  ia  in  ignorance  to  be, 

1 10.  Tr^ta  i*  mM  to  hue  bm  nJcuwl  from  death  ^  tbi  pray tr 
St.  Onpirj.  158.  (j.  Fudi,  Hspo.  uul  ChuiV/,  who  duoMl  D 

iba  rifht  irbMl  of  tlu  muniphal  ou  iq  Iha  Inrnslha]   l^tadki,  « 
■psHdn  tor  Rtpbciu   1000  jrisn  brfiira  our  fiavimir'i  birth.    Th*  Tina 
at  Osnte  on  thla  taijtat  cuiwi  Im  bMt«  aipiaHd  ibw  ia  tha  «d*tt  '  * 
id,  "  W*  frutt, 'tit  tlM,"  ft& 


|---  g-  of  Drjdta,  b  hM  fielisio  laid,  " 


So,  while  it  apoke,  did  tboael 
(For  I  recal  their  perfect  t 
Their  flames  together  withi 

Like  the  accordaut  t 


Td  the  pluiel  Satum,  or  aereiith  hoTel 
A  rision  of  Jacob'i  ladder.  Si.  Pietf 
nwdern  preUMa.     The  yoi™ 

Kow  on  the  face  of  my  loved  I 
My  eyes  and  mind  ^ain  int 
JJor  other  object  occupied  ni 

Her  look  boro  not  the  occUBtoi 
"And  should  I  but  indulge 
"  The  fate  of  Semole  would  t 

I'or  since  my  beauty,  higher  ae 
Towards  the  eternal  ^ace, , 
At  every  step,  ae  witnessed  1 

Were  not  a  veil  before  its  radii 
Tour  mortal  vision,  dazzled  ; 
Would  shrink  as  leaves  befoi 

Kow  to  the  seventh  Light  hart 
Which  underneath  tlic  Lion' 


.He  who  bad  relished  the  rcpaBt,  whereon 
Mine  eves  were  feaatisg  in  her  holy  face, 
What  time  was  ebongea  their  object,  could  aIodd 

Know  how  delightful  wus  to  me  the  obeying 
Her  voice,  which  led  me  by  celestial  grace— 
The  one  ai;ainst  the  other  plcaaiire  weighing. 

■Within  the  ciTBtfti  cirdiDi;  round  the  aky, 

That  bears  ita  leader's  name,  beneath  whose  Bway 
Iniquity  lay  de«d, — my  soaring  eye 

Beheld  n  Btnir  of  golden  coloura  bright, 
On  which  bo  sharply  fell  the  solar  ray. 
In  vaiu  I  tried  to  reach  it«  glorious  height. 
'   I  saw  too,  coming  down  tbat  brilliant  stair. 

Such  multitude  of  splendours,  that  methought 
Ucaveu's  every  light  had  been  concentred  there. 

And  M  with  tmo  acuord,  at  break  of  day. 


r  wings  away ; 


To  chase  the  dcw-dpops  from  tl 
Some  flying  off,  to  re-«ppear  rio  n 

Otben  repairing  to  their  neats  again, — 

Home  whirling  round — then  settling  as  before; — 
Such  to  my  fancy,  and  in  substance  live 

To  these,  was  that  irradiate  sparkling  train, 

Aa  in  their  course  a  certain  stair  they  strike : 
,  And  one  among  them,  whith  approached  the  nearest, 

Became  so  bright,  I  thought  within  my  breast. 

Full  well  I  see  the  love  to  me  thou  txarest ! 
But  she  waa  silent,  at  whose  signal  I 

Was  wont  to  proffer  or  withhold  re^juest ; 

Wherefore  I  checked  my  speech,  unwillingly. 
Then  tite,  who  in  the  all-seeing  eyea  of  Ueaven 

Waa  witnen  to  my  silence,  said  to  me : 

"  Let  reina  onto  thy  atroug  deaire  be  given." 
And  I :  "  No  merit  I  myself  domcm 

Hakes  me  deserving  of  reply  from  thee ; 

But  for  her  sake  who  bids  me  thee  address, 

tfi.  U*.  "  C*  on);  who  knoin  lh«  drli^bt  1  cipn-icnMd  in  sasiag 
BMCriea^  on  taO  tbv  pl.Mure  Blienwiih  1  oh*yrd  her  twot." 
8aMn.  28.  "  And  tw  dmunnl,  and  behold  ■  Uddn  Mi  on  On  (bs 

MrfLsi4llW  tapBrilrached  tahfartin;  ud  behold  Ib«  ADfab  of  (M 

dwmuluiB  on  il."     Oeo.  ntiiJ.    lli.  ML  IMN'^ 
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"  And  the  same  reaaon  nH 
That  late  in  Bcatrii^e  tbel 

I  have  (leBC«udcil  this  moatl 
Solely  thy  festive  jojanceH 
Both  by  my  voice,  and  bn 

Not  tbrougU  more  love  mnrfl 
Since  luvc  ou  high  as  (^M 
As  manifested  by  the  bean 

But  that  high  love  which  bel 
Of  Kim  who  rules  the  uuil 
To  each  the  ofBcc  he  may  1 

"  O  Bacrcd  Lamp,"  1  eaid,  "  I 
Eternal  Proridence  is  here 
Through  love  alone,  that  W 

But  what  is  difficult  to  imden 
la,  why  selection  liath  of  ll 
Tor  this  behcat,  from  all  d{ 

Scarce  utterance  to  these  accf 
Ere  on  ite  c«ntrc  turned  til 
That  whirls  around,  vrith  a 

The  love  within  it  uttered  ttu 
"  A  heavenly  lustro  doth  n 
Piercing  the  radiant  vest  t| 

"Whose  ardent  power,  united' 
So  raises  me  above  niyBeU| 
The  essential  Souive  of  t^ 

Hence  is  derived  the  u 
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When  tbou  rptornest  to  the  nbode  of  man,  S 

This  truth  bear  vrith  thee  ; — that  hereafter  none 

Presume  such  mighty  mysterieB  to  scan. 
The  miad  enlightened  here,  on  earth  is  dim  ; 

How  can  it  then  discern  those  things,  irhich  one 

In  heaven  acknowledges  too  high  for  him  P" 
Such  limit  to  my  speech  his  words  aesigned,  IC 

I  perecTcrcd  not ;  but,  with  reverent  fear, 

To  aak  his  name  my  question  I  confined. 
"'Twiit  the  two  shores  of  Italy  are  found 

A  line  of  hills  so  steep,  thy  country  near. 

That  under  them  is  heard  the  thunder-sound  : 
They  form  a  ridge,  by  naiue  of  Catria  known ;  IC 

Bene&tb  whose  shelter,  dedicate  t*  prayer, 

Standeth  a  holy  bermilago  alone." 
. '     Thus  tbo  third  tiine  the  eptrit  nialco  ; — then  said, 

Hia  speech  continuing ; — "  My  thoughts  were  there 

On  (iod  BO  wholly  and  intentlv  erta; ed. 
That  though  on  olivet  it  were  nuno  to  live,  11 

I  boTv  with  ease  the  extremes  of  heat  and  cold, 

Feeding  my  mind  with  thoughts  contemplative. 
That  clciislj'r  to  the*e  heavena  was  wont  to  vield 

fiich  harvest  once  ;  but  empty  now  the  fold ; 

A  truth  ere  many  years  to  tie  revealed. 
There  Pietro  Damiano  was  I  bight ;  U 

g*ietro  the  Sinner  dwelt  upon  the  shore 
f  Adria  in  our  Lady's  bouse)  :— and  slight 
The  remnant  of  my  life,  when  1  was  doomed 

To  wear  that  bat,  degraded  more  and  more, 

As  by  successive  heads  it  is  assumed. 
Cephas  began  hia  course  barefoot  and  lean,  1! 

And  the  blest  Tcssel  of  tlie  Holy  Ghost,— 

With  fond  contented  howsoever  mean. 
ITow  are  the  modem  Pastors  so  refined. 

Attendants  they  rc<]uii«,  a  numerous  host, 

106.  U.  Brtvlil  Uw  Tvem  Sta  and  tbi  AdrUlie  nM  tha  ApranfaiN, 
m.  OfttwHCurMUUuhl(;hMI.aDdMtlwrbolori(ia  thg  aUMj,  nov 
«bIM  HiuiU  Croc*.  118.  Uj  "UikteloiMa"   kiiiMiitlbaAbbn.    ' 

191.  A  BUfaop  of  IMk,  dkUopuIibed  b;  the  fiat  b*  look  to  ranwl  ttf 
abuM  of  tb«  olrrgj.    Ui  bcrs  duUii|[u»hta  bisuslf  fna  PIMn  dsdl    ' 
OaaU.  nnwsMd  "  □  FMiMlBr.-  llUi.  Otmjtiht  Oisj bi  kk 

Urns  WB  ■>  d*;niv*d  tbst  b*  was  (dBOtull;  suds  a  Owj^ra^ 
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Wbo  wuta  it  or  in  loDgtug  ur  in  fear. 
But  now  to  other  parts  thine  eyesight  turn  ;  11 

And  if,  as  I  direct,  thy  look  thou  raise, 

Full  uiaiiv  illustrious  eoula  shalt  thou  discern." 
nine  eyes  I  then  uplifted,  m  she  taught ; 

And  saw  a  hundred  little  spheres,  whoso  blaze 

Of  beauty  grew,  by  mutual  radi&nce  caught. 
I  stood  like  one  who  strong  desire  restrains,  2> 

And,  overwhelmed  by  his  excessive  few, 

Btft  of  the  power  of  questioning  remains  : 
When  lo,  the  largest  and  the  loveEieat 

Of  all  these  Pearls,  advancing,  now  drew  near, 

To  satisfy  the  wish  I  had  suppressed. 
Then  from  within  I  heard :  "  Couldst  thou  bare  mn    3' 

As  1  have,  how  the  flame  of  charity 

Atnrmg  m  bnTTis,  thy  wish  expressed  had  been : 
But  lest  thou  shouldest  delay  thy  lofty  aim 

By  this  reluctance,  I  wiO  now  r«ply 

E  eu  to  the  cherished  thought  thou  dost  not  name. 
This  mountain,  on  whose  side  Cassino  lies,  8! 

A  nation  fiinuerly  iahabited. 

Given  up  to  vice  and  foul  idolatries : 
And  I  am  De  who  taught  them  6rst  to  praiao 

His  gloriooa  name,  who  o'er  the  world  hath  spread 

That  truth  which  doth  our  fiiUen  nature  raise. 
Hi*  g»c«  illumed  mc  with  such  ardent  ray,  H 

T^t  the  surrounding  people  I  reehumed 

Prom  the  vile  ritea  which  led  the  world  astray, 
Tluwe  other  firee,  now  all  contemplatiTe, 

&v«liile  were  men,  and  with  that  warmth  enflamed. 

Whence  holy  flowers  and  fruits  their  growth  derive  i 
Uaocarius  here,  liere  Komoald,  and  here  4! 

My  brethren,  who  within  the  cloister  wall 

Filed  firm  their  feet,  and  kept  their  hout  sincere." 
I  answered  :  "The  aflection  that  to  me 

TliT  Bpt-eeh  betokeneth.  and  the  looks  ye  til, 

0  fen  cat  spirits,  shed  benignautly. 
Enlarge  my  confidence,  e'en  as  the  rose,  6J 

M.  Si.  Bnidloi- 


Etpanding  'neath  the  sun's  enliTemnc  ray. 
Doth  every  leaf  in  all  ite  breadth  diadoae. 

"Wlierefore,  u  I  may  Ehure  such  uople  gnce, 
Do  thou,  dear  Father,  certiiy,  I  pray, 
If  I  shall  ever  see  thee  fece  to  face. 

"  In  the  last  sphere,  my  brother,"  he  replied, 
"  To  thy  requeat  fulfilment  sboll  be  given. 
Where  all  desires  are  amply  eatisfiea. 

There  every  wish  is  perfect  and  mature ; 
And  that  too  is  the  only  part  of  heaven 
Where  all  things  free  from  change  for  aye  endni 

There  bounds  are  none ;  do  pole  there  guidance  lenda 
And  hence  is  lost  to  stretch  of  human  ken 
The  atair  that  thither  from  our  earth  ascends ; 

Whoso  top  the  Patriareb  saw  in  dreamy  cloud 
High  towering  to  that  lofty  region,  when 
Descending  Angels  geemed  its  stepa  to  crowd: 

But  no  one  now,  to  mount  that  ladder,  leaves 
The  earth  behind  him;  and  my  rules  remain, 
Wastiug  the  page  that  useless  ink  receive!.  ' 

The  Abbey's  wiUls,  devoted  once  to  good,  j 

Are  dens  become;  the  cowls,  that  did  contain        1 
Good  nutriment,  now  swell  with  evil  food, 

Not  uauiy  so  thwarts  the  Almighty  pleasure 
As  that  pernicious  &uit  which  dotn  dispose 
The  heart  of  Slonks  to  riot  above  measure : 

For  all  entrusted  to  the  Church's  care 

Belongs  to  God's  own  poor,  and  not  to  thoae 
Whose  kin,  or  worse  than  kin,  the  bounty  ahan. 

So  soft  is  flesh  of  mortals,  that  on  ettrth 
A  good  beginning  doth  no  longer  last 
Than  while  an  o^  may  bring  its  frnit  to  birth. 

Peter  began  his  convent  without  gold 

Or  silver, — I  built  mine  by  prayer  and  fiiet ;  — 
Humility  for  Francis  won  a  fold. 

If  thou  reflect  how  each  becsn,  then  view 
To  what  an  end  doth  such  beginning  lead, 
Thou'lt  see  the  white  assume  a  darker  hue. 


eS.  Sen  note  to 
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Jordan  driven  backward, — and  the  bpii,  that  fled 
At  God's  cotnmand,  were  miraclea  indeed 
Gtettter  than  those  here  needful ."^-This  ho  sud  j^ 

Then  hast«d  to  hia  comrades ;  and  irfaen  tbey  S 

A«  in  a  cluster  congregnted  were. 
All  liko  a  whirlwind  took  their  heavenward  vty. 

Me  likewise  in  their  train  by  one  wle  sign 
That  gentle  Lady  forced  to  mount  the  stair ; 
80  strongly  wrought  her  sjiirit  upon  mine. 

Kor  on  our  earth  with  such  velocity  10 

Was  aught  e'er  carried  downward  or  aloft, 
Wboeo  rapid  flight  with  mine  compared  might  be. 

O  reader,  by  my  hope  to  see  that  blest 
And  holy  realm  again,  (a  hope  that  ofl 
Makes  me  bewail  my  faults,  and  strike  my  breast) 

Thou  couldest  not  thrust  thy  finger  in  a  flame,  10 

And  draw  it  out  in  such  short  space,  as  I 
Beheld  the  Twins,  and  mounted  to  the  same. 

O  glorious  coiutetlation !  Light  divine! 
Pregnant  with  inspiration  from  on  high. 
To  which  I  owe  whate'er  of  skill  be  mine : — 

With  you  his  rise,  his  setting  had  with  you  II 

He  who  of  all  things  living  is  the  soul, 
When  first  the  air  of  Tuscany  I  drew  : 

And  when,  through  grace  vouchsafed,  to  me  wu  given 
To  enter  the  high  wheel  in  which  ye  roll, 
Tour's  was  the  realm  allott<^  me  in  heaven. 

For  you  devoutly  now  my  spirit  sighs,  1! 

In  fervent  hope  to  be  endued  with  might 
Befitting  such  an  arduous  eutcrprize. 

And  Bcetrico  began  :  "  Thou  art  so  near 
lly  but  abode  of  bliss,  that  now  thy  sight 
Must  surely  have  become  acute  and  dear: 

Therrforc,  rre  loftier  regions  thou  eiplore,  12 

Look  down  ;  and  taking  of  the  world  a  view. 
See  what  a  vast  extent  thou  luuit  jiasscd  o'er. 


M.  "Tb*  <«■  Mw  it  and  (ltd  i  Janlan  *»  drivirn  bvk.-  ftda 
oiJt.  i*  "  If  gmt  mlrtcln  nr*  parfbmwd  Uimi,  ]im  Dlnelea  will  not 
W  daelad  bow.  Ood  wUl  •V'nn  M»  pcopla  agiliHt  a  currupl  and  Ifrao- 
nicvl   pH— IteeJ."  US.  "nt  foat  apaa(ni|iJilaM  iha  Gamlnl,  undu 

■Ihh  lottoaMa  k*  auppoaad  Unwlf  born,  wban  Uw  «h»  «■•  la  (tuit  con* 
Saalnttv.ftO.  US.  TlM  Sua. 


JMflsrlnii 


i 


l>irectB,  Dim  mil^noBl^ffl^^ 

■   The  daughter  of  Latona  saw  I  tl 

Without  the  ah&de  that  makes 

And  led  me  to  auppose  her  dci 

There  I  endured  the  aspect  of  th 
Hyperion  ;  and  saw  how,  near 
And  round  him,  SJaia  and  Oio 

I  Baw  hon,  'twiit  hia  son  and  fat 
Attempered  shone ;  and,  on  th 
Saw  how  they  change  their  sta 

The  siie  was  visible  of  all  the  sei 
And  with  what  speed  they  moi 
And  what  their  distance  each  f 

This  little  globe,  which  fills  ua  w 
I,  circling  with  the  eternal  Tw 
From  mountain  top  to  shore  e 

Then  on  the  beauteous  eyes  n  ' 

CANTO  x; 


E"es  oa  the  bird  that  resting  ii 

Of  her  awect  brood,  the  sbelt* 

While  all  things  are  enwrapt 
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Forestaia  the  time,  high  pcn-hed  upon  the  Bpray,  7 

And  with  impasBioiied  zeal  the  sun  expecting, 
AnzioUBly  waiteth  the  firet  break  of  day ; 

Thus  Btood  my  Lady  with  an  earnest  gaie 
Upright — her  face  unto  that  part  directing 
"WTicro  Phffibus  his  impetuous  eteeda  delays : 

And  I,  beholding  her  thus  fondly  bent,  13 

Was  like  to  one,  who  with  desiring  eye 
Hopes  Homewhat  else,  and  rests  in  hope  content. 

But  httle  was  the  interval  that  ciune 
Betwiit  the  eipectanco  and  reahty. 
Since  hearen  anon  was  wrapt  in  brighter  flame: 

And  Beatrice  exclaimed :  "  Behold  the  host  19 

Of  Christ  triumphant,  and  the  plenteous  store 
Of  fruit  which  these  celestial  circles  boast." 

All  glowing  Beemed  with  fire  her  lovely  face ; 
And  in  her  eye  such  looks  of  joy  she  wore, 
Words  would  in  vain  their  heavenly  lustre  trace. 

As,  when  the  moon  is  at  the  full  and  clear,  25 

Diana  smiles  the  et«mal  Nympba  among, 
Who  deck  the  heaven's  illimitable  sphere, 

I  saw  hi{;h  o'er  ten  thousand  Lamps  £vine 
A  single  Sun,  that  lit  up  all  the  throng, 
As  doth  our  stin  the  stars  that  round  him  shine  : 

And  with  such  cleameas  tlirough  the  living  light  31 

Shone  the  translucent  Substance  on  mine  e)'es. 
That  they  refused  to  endure  the  daunling  sight. 

O  Beatrice,  my  sweet,  my  precious  g;uide  ! 

Then  she :  "  The  bkie  that  quells  thy  faculties 
Glows  with  a  virtue  nothing  can  abiJe. 

Bere  is  the  Wisdom,  here  the  Power,  that  bade  37 

A  way  be  opened  'twiit  the  earth  and  heaven, — 
So  long  to  many  an  aniious  prayer  delayed." 

As  bursts  on  high'  to  revel  in  the  skies 

Fire  from  thick  cloud,  by  force  ethereal  riven. 
And  faUs  to  earth,  though  nature  prompt  to  rise ; 

So  'mid  the  dainties  of  that  heavenly  board  43 

My  wandering  mind  woe  lost  to  every  sense, 

iO.  Our  Baiiaur— also  obIIihI  Oioe  3^).  "  the  tmuluceal  Subabuicir,"  Boj, 
liue  37),  "llie  Wi>dam  and  ths  t^wer." 


The  sound  shall  vanish  &om 

Were  all  those  voiws  now  to  le 
Th^t  Folyhynmia  and  the  aia 
£ich  through  the  swectnesa  ( 

Not  to  the  thousandth  part  wot 
The  sacred  beautr  of  that  sm 
"Which  lit  the  hoif  face  with 

And  therefore  in  my  sketch  of . 
The  hallowed  aong  to  leap  mi 
As  when  a  chasm  before  our 

But  whoeo  thinks  how  weighty 
And  that  by  mortal  eboulder 
Will  blame  not,  though  to  sti 

To  stem  this  sea  may  no  light  bi 
Or  careless  pilot,  who  his  toil 
Since  deep  the  daring  prow  m 

"  Why  of  my  face  art  thou  enan 
That  thou  beholdest  not  the  f 
Flowers  nurtured  under  Chrii 

Here  is  the  Kose,  in  which  the  ^ 
Made  itself  flesh : — the  Lilies 
By  their  sweet  iragrauce  wisd 

Tbua  Beatrice ; — I,  ready  to  obe 
Her  bidding,  my  enfeebled  ey 
To  bear  the  lustre  of  that  fen 

Aj  lit  br  BV">-°°"   *^'*  *•-""  *■■ 


Shone  down  upon  br  ray«  of  brilliant  iheen, — 
The  source  of  splendour  not  ren'aled  to  light. 

O  Power  benign,  who,  imageil  in  th(«e  nya,  ^5 

Didst  thus  eiAit  thyself  the  skies  above, 
That  my  weak  nsion  might  endure  the  bUze. 

The  tume  of  that  Ikir  flower,  which  mom  and  night 
My  lipa  invoke,  «ithin  my  soul  now  strove, 
Bidding  me  wateh  intent  the  greater  light : 

And  aa  I  marked  the  grandeur  and  the  glow  91 

Of  that  pure  hi,-ing  Star,  which  all  excelled 
On  high,  aa  once  it  vaDouished  all  below, 

A  little  Torch  within  this  hefiven  came  down. 
And  round  about  tliat  starry  iiplendour  held 
A  circling  course,  in  tiuhiou  of  a  crown. 

The  sweetest  melody  e'er  heard  on  earth,  07 

And  moat  attractive  to  the  soul,  would  sound 
Like  (Juud  which,  riven,  gives  the  thunder  birth, 

Compared  in  tone  with  the  angt?lic  Lyn>, 

■WTierewith  is  that  moat  Kauteoua  !Japphir«  crowned 
Which  decks  heaven's  summit  in  its  own  attire. 

**  I  am  Anglic  Love,  and  breathe  the  fire  103 

Of  holy  joy,  from  that  pure  virgin  breaflt 
Deriveid.  which  lodged  ercwhilc  the  world's  Desire ; 

And  atill,  0  Queen  of  heaven,  this  task  be  mine, 
Aa  long  as  in  the  highest  sphere  a  guest. 
Following  thy  Son,  thou  makeet  it  more  divine." 

Such  song  from  the  melodious  circle  came,  100 

When  all  the  rest  of  that  effulgent  host 
In  uooeert  aang  with  Klory's  glorious  name. 

The  royal  cloak,  o'er  all  lieaven'a  volume  spread, 
That  moat  intenselv  glowing,  and  the  moat 
Warmed  with  the  Drt«th  of  God.  around  it  abed, 

So  high  aboTD  us  reared  ita  inmoiit  cope,  1 15 

That  from  the  lower  sphen*  where  1  abode 
It  waa  not  yet  within  my  vision's  acope: 


PT.  0«r  Savfour  had  vilhdnvn  the  brighbia*  of  Bta  ontBet.  ta 
OTdOT  tkX  Duu  mitbt  dlNBB  the  bMtiArd  *piritL  88.  Hut,  "w 

Rowi,  k  a*  pmut  %bl  of  Ihom  rrDMinia;  whPD  oar  Saiiour  ia  mint- 
dnva.  9*.  Tba  ■Dirrl  Gabriel,— wba  molTH  ■round  Ott  Vu\fln. 

wtntim  %m  with  hH  l;\iHJ.     He  !■  tb«  "aDffelui  Ijn,"  (line   lOlt,)  sBd 

Wlllii  Ifci  Jiij  Ihi  mil  ill  filT  »l  [In  lull inn  IIS.  Tba  nini)) 

hMW,  wtUoli  «ar>k^  Om  ochw  d^L    (8m  "  Uaimal  Hmmu.-} 
5  n 


"WTierefore  I  yainly  strove  to  view  the  coond 
Of  that  encircled  flame,  as  high  it  rode 
The  heavens,  oeceDdlng  to  its  primal 

And  oa  on  inlaat  at  its  mother's  Dreust 
Baises  its  arms  when  fully  sadslied, 
(The  inward  love  by  outward  joy  expressed) 

Bo  raised  their  lofty  summits  every  flanie, 
la  guise  that  manifestly  testified 
How  deep  the  love  they  bore  to  Maiy's  name. 

And  pausing  there,  they  hovered  in  my  sight. 
Chanting  '  lU'gina  Cceli '  in  such  measure, 
E'en  yet  the  sweetness  thrilJa  me  with  delight. 

Oh  !  bow  abuodant  is  the  harvest  stowed 
In  those  rcceptadea  of  heavenly  treasure, 
"Which  upon  earth  a  seed  so  goodly  sowed! 

Here  they  rejoice,  and  taste  the  wealth  of  old 
Acquired  with  many  a  tear  in  Babylon, 
During  their  exile,  where  they  spumed  the  gt^ 

Here  shares  the  honour  of  the  victory 

Gained  by  the  aid  of  God,  and  Mary's  Son, 
Among  the  old  and  recent  Patriarchs,  He 

Who  holds  the  keys,  and  this  high  glorj-  won. 
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CANTO    XXIY.  ^^B 

ASOUUEHT.  f^^l 

8l.  Peter  examines  Donle  conceraing  Faitb.  ^^^ 

"  0  TS,  elected  to  the  banquet  high  1 

Of  the  ever  blessed  Lamb,  whence  ye  obt^n 

Pood  that  doth  every  craving  satisly ; 
Since  of  the  crumbs  that  from  your  table  iall 

This  man  through  mercy  dotb  a  foretaste  gain. 

Ere  death  at  the  appointed  season  call,— 
Eegard  his  ineihaustible  desires,  7 

118.  Saute  being  stiU  in  ths  cighlb  heavin,  vhicb  inCtrpoMid  becvm 
liim  and  tbs  trauapareDl  emppvan,  could  Dot  follaw  tliichec  with  hii  rjtt 
Ilic  aKent  of  the  Vir^  L-riDirded  b;  tbu  angd  Gabriel.  12^  Tha 

beginning  of  aa  anthem  auugloIbcVirffiD.  ]»3.  The  oeleatial  hrwl 

the  eaiiila  have  acquired  in  the  tiibulalioOB  of  the  world.  135.  The 

leading  "  dove  si  loicia  I'oro,"  is  adopted. 

1.  Beotrioe  aprnlLs.  rtddivHing  tho  eleet,  and  interceding  for  DuiIa 
Blesied  aie  tbey  wliioh  ««  called  iioto   -  '  -  --- 

Rev,  lii.  Q, 


And  with  b  little  dew  nBsiiag<^  Ihera  ; — Te 
Drink  ever  of  the  fount  to  whieh  he  a^ijiin? s." 

Thus  Beatrice: — anon  these  spirits  came 
ArDiind  us  in  a  circle,  joyfiilly, — 
Darting,  like  comets,  each  a  living  flune. 

Like  wheels  whieh  motion  to  ft  cloefc  supply, — 
So  turning,  that  the  first  scarce  eeems  to  more, 
While  to  the  sight  the  lost  appean  to  fly, — 

These  lucid  circles  dancing  even  so, 

According  to  their  seteral  shares  of  love. 
Appeared  endued  with  motion  switl  or  slow. 

rVom  one,  of  beauty,  as  I  marked,  supreme. 
Issued  a  fire  that  (:;lowed  ao  briUiontly, 
It  far  surpassed  all  otherv  in  its  beam  ; 

And  three  times  about  Beatrice  it  wound. 
Pouring  forth  so  divine  a  minstrelsy. 
That  fancy  faileth  to  record  the  sound ; 

WTierefore  ray  pen  leaps  o'er,  unskilled  to  write ; 
For  if  imagination  fail, — still  less 
May  words  esaay  to  paint  such  colours  bright. 

"  0  holv  sister,  thv  inipasaioned  prayer. 
And  love,  impelled  by  fond  devot«dnetiS, 
Have  drawn  me  down  from  yonder  mansion  fair." 

Thus  to  my  Lady  did  that  flame  elect, 
Soon  as  around  her  it  liad  ceaeed  to  move. 
Its  roice  in  answer  to  her  words  direct, 

"  Light  of  that  holy  man,  to  whom  our  Lord 
Conveyed  the  keys  of  this  our  joy  and  love — 
Keys  of  that  woudmus  happiness  here  stored — 

Question  him  more  or  less,  as  pleaseth  thee. 
Concerning  Faith— that  Faith  by  whieh  of  old 
Thou  wert  endued  with  power  to  walk  the  sea. 

His  love,  his  hope,  his  faith  ore  manifest 

To  thw,  who  dost  that  heftvenly  Glass  behold. 
In  which  all  things  arc  visibly  eipteHsed. 

But  since  by  the  true  faith  this  kingdom  gained 
Her  citizens,  'tis  meet  that  he  disclose 
It's  power,  and  tell  how  tiuth  may  be  obtained." 

Hia  armour  as  tbe  bachelor  put«  on, 

T  uwrtn  BcatriM,  hii  Htler  Id  ((lory.  46,  U.  "  1 

E.^^ —  z_  .^-  ..I—I.  p-.j ...--.^Yfir  iliiiiiB^nn  " 


^Ihen  turned  to  Beatnce,  who  t 
So  satisfied  a  look  as  B&id :  '' 
The  streama  within  thy  b«t» 

"  O  m&y  that  Grace  nrhich  bidi 
Before  so  great  a  Captain,  pi 
That  I  may  worthily  my  tno 

Father."  I  aided,  "  as  of  old  w 
By  thy  dear  brother's  pen  lu 
Home  by  thy  aid  to  pure  reli 

Faith  is  the  eubstance  of  thing 
The  eridence  of  things  not  yi 
This  is  its  easenue  as  I  under 

"  Thou  comprehendest  rightly,' 
"  If  to  thy  reason  it  appeoret 
"Why  such  a  definition  be  pre 

I  answered  him  :  "  The  migh^ 
Whose  full  reality  is  opened  1 
Are  so  concealed  on  earth  fro 

That  they  eiiat  but  in  belief  alo 
On  which  our  hope  is  so  entii 
That  faith  and  substonoe  are 

To  this  belief  all  righteousness  1 
On  this  aloue  our  reaaoniiigs 
Hence  Faith  instead  of  orgun 

Hien  heard  I :  "  If,  as  undento 
Were  understood  all  knowled 


jmuu 


-■J  *--  *•— 


0.UITO   XITf. 


"So  ahininK  ^ixl  m>  round,  it  renders  clear 
All  thinn  that  in  its  impress  are  descried." 

From  the  deep  Light  whose  radionoe  there  did  f^aw, 
Sounded  these  words :  "  Whence  came  this  Jewel  d 
From  which  doth  every  other  virtue  flow  ?" 

Then  I :  "  The  Joint's  most  Hbundsut  shower, 
Poured  out  upon  the  Patces  New  and  Old, 
Hath  of  iUell  a  syUogistic  power ; 

And  hath  cuDvinced  me  with  a  stren^h  to  full. 
That  in  comparison  with  it,  I  bold 
Each  other  denionst  ration  weak  and  dull." 

Then  he  :  "  TIjc  Old  and  Latter  Teetaraent, 
Whieh  wrought  onnviction  on  thy  facultie«, — 
What  is  the  proof  that  they  from  God  were  sent  ?" 

"  The  works  that  followed,  proof  sufficient  bear," 
I  said  :  "  and  Nature,  to  acconiplifh  these. 
Ne'er  heated  iron,  nor  anvil  struck." — '*  Declare 

Whoeives  to  thee  assumnee,"  was  replied, 
"  Tiist  these  works  had  existence ;  sithence  he 
Who  would  convince  thee  swears  it— none  beaide." 

**  If  without  miracles  the  world  was  brought 
To  Cbristiui  fiiith,"  I  answered,  "  this  would  be 
A  hundred  times  the  greatest  ever  wrought : 

And  so  it  was, — that,  poor  and  hungry,  thou 
Bnteredst  the  field  to  propagate  that  tree 
Odc«  a  rich  vine — a  stock  unfruitful  now." 
.    ^len  was  re-ei;hoed  through  the  lofty  sphere^ 
"  0  God  we  offer  praise*  unto  Thee, 
Li  tonea  well  worthy  of  an  Angel's  ear. 

And  that  great  Baron  who  by  questions  drew 
Me  gentiv  on  from  bough  to  bough,  until 
The  last  leaves  now  appeared  within  our  view. 

Began  agaiu :  "  That  Grace,  whose  influence  sweet 
Thy  mind  doth  with  a  loving  converse  thrill. 
Hath  no  far  furnished  the**  with  utterance  meet, 

'Hiat  1  approve  the  answers  I  have  beard ; 
But  now  behoves  thee  thv  belief  deolajv, 
And  who  it  was  ei^Lained  the  holv  word." 

"  0  BSicred  Sire,  O  Spirit,  who  duat  lien 


The  faith  which  bade  thee  to  the  tomb  repair, 
OutBtripping  younger  feet,"  began  I  then, — 

"  You  wien  me  to  explain  the  mode  whereby 
This  faith  bo  rapidly  within  me  strore  ; 
And  algo  wherem  lay  its  energy, 

I  answer,  I  believe  in  one  God, — sole — 

Eternal — who,  unmove<l  Himself^  doth  move 
The  imicerse  by  Love's  supreme  controul. 

Proofs  physical,  and  metapbyeieal  Hi 

Not  only  have  I ;  but  through  Moaes,  and 
The  Prophets,  and  the  Gospel,  and  through  all 

The  Psalms,  and  through  your  works,  to  wh^ch  was  girei 
A  holy  influence, — I  understand 
The  truth  whioh  floweth  down  to  earth  from  heai-en. 

And  in  Three  Persons  is  ray  faith  confeat — 
An  Essence  so  conjoined,  and  yet  so  trine, 
They  equally  admit  oi  »unt  and  est. 

And  what  the  evangelic  Books  reveal 

Of  this  profound  and  blissful  state  divine. 
Hath  on  my  heart  impressed  its  truthful  seal. 

This  is  the  source, — this  is  the  spark,  which  epreads 
To  vivid  flame  ;  and,  like  a  star  in  heaven, 
"With  splendour  dight,  o'er  me  ellulgeuce  ahcds." 

E'en  as  a  moater,  from  a  servant  heating 

Tidings  that  please— as  soon  as  they  are  given. 
His  arms  around  him  casta  [—aueh  kindly  bearing 

Waa  by  the  Apostolic  Light  eipressed ; 
Who,  Boon  aa  my  confessions  he  had  heard, 
Thrice,  chanting  loud,  encircled  me,  and  blessed; 

Such  waa  the  pleasure  that  my  speech  conferred. 


CANTO    XXV. 

ABOUMEBT. 


a  hope  that  hia  p^*""  mn;  be  the  roruit  of  ratwiukiB  ' 
wiui  uuauur  [0  hu  cauattj-  Sc.  Juncfl  ciaraiuee  htm  conOBniogoioptt  I 
SC.  John  appsnn. 

Shocld  it  hcfal  that  e'er  the  Sacred  lav, — 

On  which  have  laid  their  band  both  lleaven  and  Burtfy 

U  Ihe  sepulchre.  lil 


■  Wh3e  ye 
V      O'enxiue  ti 

■  Prom  th( 


I 


'  yew  by  yew  my  body  pined  away — 
e  the  cmiiltv'  that  ia  my  b&r 

Prom  the  &ir  fold  where  I,  a  lamb,  bad  birth, 

Foe  to  the  rarening  Wolves  its  pe^co  who  mar; 
"With  other  Toice,  with  other  flcoce  shall  I  7 

Poet  return;  and  at  that  Bhriue  bo  crowned 

Which  my  baptismal  foimtain  did  supply : 
For  there  I  entered  on  the  faith,  whose  vow 

Proclaims  the  bouIb  to  Obd's  high  service  bound; 

Heace  Peter  waved  his  haada  around  my  brow. 
Then  towarda  us  moved  a  Light  from  out  that  bond       IS 

WheDC«,  aa  by  ChrtBt  ordained,  those  first-firultii  camc^ 

Left  for  bis  \  icars  in  this  aether  land. 
To  me,  my  Lady,  fraught  with  joy  iutenso; 

^''  Behold,  behold,  the  Boron  great  of  fiuuB, 
Who  to  Galicia  draws  stieh  crowd  immenae," 
Aa  when  unto  his  partner's  side,  the  Dove  18 

Approachea  near, — both  fondly  cirelinc  round. 
Ana  cooing,  ahow  the  fervour  of  their  love;  _ 

9o  theoe  great  hein  of  immcrtAlity  I 

Beeeivod  each  other  with  the  festive  sound  I 

Of  praiae  for  aiigels"  food  enjoyed  on  high. 
But  wnen  their  gratulationa  ended  were,  S5 

Each  stood  before  mo  silent,  and  ro  glowodt— 
Uine  eyn  tbc  fieiy  lustre  could  not  beu*. 
m      "Hiea  Beatrice  thiu  spake  with  smiling  brow : 
b       "0  glorious  aoul,  by  whom  the  riches  stowed  i 

H,      In  this  our  palace  are  dracribed,  do  thou  I 

r  3LUce  Hope  resound  throughout  this  heavenly  height :  SI 
Thou  Diaireet,  who  didst  pcrsouify  it,  oft 

S.  f  •«.  Wliich  buBua  RMon  ind  diTino  •ulborilj  hSTii  both  MuuitimMd. 
Bn  Da  Hob.  lib.  11.  p.  60.  Fndnlli.  A.  Tbe  &ir  ahaepfbid  to  Plorsacr, 
Dute'a  binh-plue.  H*  eontntu  bi*  own  pramful  diapcsitioa  with  thu 
Tfcilninn  of  bi*  coaatrntra  i  and  tb(  Kornful  toic«*  ihu  tunbtwil  Ub, 
«itli  111*  aDrJunstiaiii  bo  SDtkipaicil  an  bii  tduni  u  i>  l'«i|.  Bl  In 

tbatelofSL  Jebn.  13.  F^mout  ihc  l»»JuriI<*  ApaitlM^wbMM 

St.  PHsr,  Iba  ftnl  rtear  of  CbriM,  cuis  to  IHnta  iu  lb>  bM  caato.  SOW 
ammt  St.  JUBut.  IS.  Wbcn  blitrpukbri  VMitiKaTerHl  uCsn- 

[iBi»»ll»  ia  GaHrU,  DDBbon  dufkod  la  it  rmni  all  piuii  of  (be  world. 
<9.  Tfak  k  addraMsd  lo  til.  Junu,  '•  ir  Uf  at  jou  lark  wudoa,"  Me.  -. 
aad  as*iD>  **  Ktrry  pud  uul  pvtttei  g\li,"  kc.     KpiiU  I.  A.  II.  tt. 

J>uu  tuppCH*  K>llh.  Hope,  uid  Cbwitjr  (o  ban  teira  npmoilad  Ut  Urn 
^'~-      *         '  n  b7  til.  fiMT,  Sx.  Jtmm,  ud  St.  John  rwpMavdy, 


* 


As  Jesus  o'er  tlie  Three  shed  stroogar  1^^** 
"  Lift  up  thy  head ;  aod  be  thy  heart  Mnired ; 

For  ijl  that  come  from  earth  to  ub  nloft 

Must  by  our  fervent  radiaiu-'e  be  matured." 
Such  cheer  to  me  the  eecond  flame  ftddresaed ; 

Whereat  I  lifted  to  the  hills  mine  eyes. 

Which  erst  with  too  great  burden  were  oppreBK^ 
"  Our  Emperor  willeth  of  his  owa  free  grsoe 

That  thou,  admitted  to  his  myiteries, 

Should'at  lee,  ere  death,  his  loved  ones  &ce  to&ce; 
Wherebv — the  truth  of  this  our  Court  revealed— 

The  Mope  that  upon  earth  awakens  love. 

May  comfort  both  to  thee  and  others  yi^d, 
Say  what  it  is,  and  how  to  thee  it  came ; 

And  whence  within  thy  heart  its  bloBsotna  ti 

Thua  spake  to  me  again  the  second  Flame. 
And  abe,  that  pitying  one, — the  gentle  g;uide— 

Who  imped  mj  pinions  for  such  lofty  flight. 

My  words  anticipating,  thus  replied : 
"  No  child  hath  the  Church  militant  in  whom 

Hope  is  more  strong,  as  seen  in  letters  bright 

Traced  in  that  tlun,  whose  rays  our  baud  lUiuiie. 
Wherefore  a  paseaEe  unto  him  la  given 

From  Egypt  to  Jemsotem,  or  ere 

He  in  the  conflict  to  the  end  hath  striven. 
The  other  points  (asked  with  the  intent  that  he 

Oq  his  return  ta  earth  may  witness  bear 

How  much  that  virtue  is  beloved  by  thee) 
I  leave  to  him  ; — not  bard  will  they  be  found, 

Nor  furnish  boosting:— let  him  make  reply ; 

And  may  bo  in  the  grace  of  God  abound. 
Like  scholar  who  hia  t«acher  doth  obey 

Promptly,  when  conscious  of  abiUty, 

And  he  would  &in  his  readiness  display ; 
"  Hope,"  said  I,  "  is  an  expectation  sure 

Of  future  glory — the  efiect  of  Grace, 

And  previous  merit : — its  effulgence  pure 
From  many  a  star  descends ;  but  o'er  me  fell 

9*.  At.  Juii«a  ipaiLi.  49.  Bnlriw.  &G.  >.«.  "  Pmnnrft  ' 

to   PvadiM."  67.  -"Ha  Munted  sieril  nrhau  ir«  gnoe  itM)t«' 

Cuira  nil.  66.     Tlie  Ihird  qimtioa  aaktd,  linr  47,  i*  next  ma 
7U,  '-Tb?;  that  turn  nun;  to  rigliWDiuoau  ahall  shine  M  Ihe  M 


CAITTO  IIT. 

The  nrUeet  nuliaace  that  my  heart  «m  tr»co 

From  Hb  sweet  Bongs — the  Bnrd  of  Israel : 
'All  they  that  know  thv  name  shall  lK>pe  in  Thee,'         73 

He  chanted  in  hia  lofty  melodiee — 

Name  known  to  all  who  hold  the  &ith  with  me. 
Hi«  drop*  in  th^  EpiBtle  thou  didst  then 

On  ine  ao  aprinkle,  that,  embued  with  theao, 

To  others  I  dispense  the  precious  rain." 
Whilt'  thus  I  8[H>ke.  with  swift  and  frequent  glare  79 

From  out  the  living  breast  of  that  bright  flame 

Flashed  forth  a  lamp,  like  liehtning  quivering  there  : 
Then  breathed  these  words:  "The  hope  with  which  1  glow — 

My  constant  guide  until  I  overcame. 

And  issued  conqueror  from  a  world  of  woe — 
Bids  me  again  addreas  theo  ;  and  on  me  85 

It  will  t-onfer  delight,  if  thou  relate 

What  is  the  promise  hope  holds  out  to  thee." 
I  answered  him  :  "  Both  Testaments  declare 

(Aj  here  evinced)  hov  bliaafid  is  their  state 

Ordained  of  Ood  friendship  with  Uim  to  share. 
Inuah  says  that  in  their  native  land  91 

Each  whb  a  twofold  vesture  shall  bo  dieht ; 

And  by  hia  words,  this  life  I  understand. 
The  same  more  clearly  hath  your  Brother  shown. 

When,  speaking  of  the  garments  pure  and  white, 

This  revelation  he  to  ua  makes  known." 
Ere  the  completion  of  this  tpeech,  1  heard  97 

Above  us  Knmd,  "  My  hope  hath  been  in  Thee ;" 

And  all  the  circles  answered  at  the  word. 
Aootber  then  displayed  so  bright  a  ray, 

That  such  a  one  with  Cancer  could  we  see, 

A  winter's  month  would  be  continual  day. 
And  aa  a  virgin,  rising  joyously,  103 


■vfv  tad  (voT."   Duiiet  li 
N«.wb< 


73.  "  Ttwy  thai  know  thj  bsbm  •lli 

in  m   inec.       PmIdi  Ix.  10.  7S.   It*  na  Indrbin]  lo  M. 

c  Bpiillr,  he  ■■7>.  tHD*  with  ths  laniruam  at  UsTtd.  III. 

m.  vsoiM.  HI.  "  In  thrtr  land  they  tbaU  ponra  lh>  doabla  :  tet- 

Iwtbif  Joyafaall  be  uDta  Ibem." '■!!■  hulb  dotbrd  ma  vltk  tbr  far- 

■wata  of  BlnUon,  and  cotarrd  me  with   Ibe  robe  of  rlghtMaaMMh." 
twiafa  Ul.  T,  lU.  64.  M.John,  lbe"brD(beT'or8t.jMMS.     tm 

Rer.  Til.  9.  101.  8t.  John^Hi  bhtrhl.  that  If  nth  a  HU  ■•*•  « 

jfetaa  ibTM^bont  Iha  BHHith  bllu«in«  the  wlpter  • 
ftIA Csnnr, it  would  ba punctual  daj, 


ssiO«Mta  , 


„  ,*™.  ?"."  WHO  lulenl , 
'Si  ""  "  te  who  on  11 
"four  greal  Pelican. 
BeoeMh  the  Cra,,  u, 

Tbra^ketonenjll,, 

Til"  """o  ■'Motion  thm 
"ff  om  »lo  utrain,  hi,  , 

Jo  TOW  the  ,u„  etlini„ 
-.r?™?  '"  "ighl  «u»l 

While  thawajuite,^. 

D»elltbetwoligh,.,|, 
To  earth  retumiogthe^e 
A;d«h,t.t,^tf^ 

StJIed,  hi,  loom  that,  i. 
If -ral  be  needed,  or  S 


CAS  TO  HT. 


Are  nil  suspended  nt  the  rtcerer'a  sign. 

Oh !  how  my  mind  wna  struck  by  fear  of  iU, 
Wlien,  turning  round  to  look  on  Beatriee, 
I  MW  her  not, — though  I  wae  near  her  stiU, 

And  in  the  hmfpj  renlm  of  Paradise ! 

CANTO     XXVI. 


St  JahD  exuniau  Duile  conHroin^  Charity,  or  the  Lo>*  at  God. 
Intcrriew  wilh  Adam. 

Whtlk  I  wilh  dazzled  trcs  in  doubt  ri?inain(>d, 
Perth  from  thi>  lucid  flame  that  quelled  my  sight 
A  Toice  arose  which  mv  attention  chained, 

Saying :  "  Till  thou  regam  thy  risiial  sense. 
Now  lost  upon  my  form,  it  will  be  right 
That  we  by  converse  find  some  recompense. 

Bar  then  what  object  rcet«  thy  soul  npon ; 
For  know — ^ana  let  this  confidence  be  thine — ■ 
Thy  sight,  although  bewildered,  is  not  gone ; 

Since  she  who  leads  thee  through  this  regioa  blevt 
Hath  in  her  look  that  inQuence  diiine 
Which  Ananias'  hand  of  old  possessed." 

"  Let  her,"  1  said,  "  or  soon  or  late  impart  1 

Belief  unto  the  eyes,  through  which  She  passed, 
Whoae  fire  is  ever  gloninc  in  my  heart. 

The  Good  Suprfme,  who  m^cs  this  Court  content. 
Is  unto  me  the  First  aa  well  as  Laat 
Of  all  the  love  that  Scripture  texts  present." 

^Dke  self-same  voice  that  late  relieved  tlie  dread  1 

Which  with  such  sudden  hlaie  my  seoso  o'erthrew. 
Incited  me  to  speak  again,  aiid  said  : 

"Bi'hoves  thee  now  through  finer  sieve  to  efiect 
Thy  eiplanation,  and  to  tell  me  who 
To  such  a  target  did  thy  bow  direct." 

Thna  I :  "By  w^iat  Philosophy  balh  Unght,  S 

And  by  the  Beielatiuu  Buwiiig  henw. 
This  hive  in  me  its  first  impression  wrought: 

1.  I>mi1m1  irilb  Ih«  contrmpUlliiu  ol  St.  John,  ■!  Iba  Mkd  a(  lb*  k 
rmaU),  Uuu  u  m  doubt  vhet^vr  bt  ■hall  rrar  nanm  bk  dffat,  wd  • 
IkaUjix  Sicaln.  IT.  tj.  Tb*  Alpha  iDil  tba  On^»,  tS.  I 

Jabn  ipniu.  Se.  Daata  replln   that  be  VM  flrtt  U  M  tb«  km 

UmI  bj  Halunl  Phlloaaphj,  uid  Hcondl;  bj  BndaUMl. 


For  Goodness,  rightly  understood,  to  lot* 

Excites,  and  in  proportion  to  the  sense 

Of  its  abundance,  ia  ita  power  to  more. 
TJnto  that  Essence  then — eo  excellent,  81 

That  good  of  every  kind,  beyond  it  Icnmd, 

1b  but  a  ray  from  its  elTulgenoe  Bont— 
With  stronger  impulse  than  to  aught  beside. 

By  lore  initumed,  the  mind  of  each  must  bound. 

In  whom  the  maiimB  of  this  truth  abide. 
Such  truth  ia  rendered  plain  unto  my  mind  Sf 

By  him  who  the  first  love  to  me  displays 

Of  all  the  eternal  substances : — I  find 
That  by  the  unerrmg  One  the  same  ia  sealed. 

Who,  speaking  of  Himself  to  Mosos,  rays : 

'To  thee  shall  all  my  goodness  be  revealed.' 
This  truth  moreover  is  declared  by  thea  tt 

At  the  opening  of  thy  paces,  which  proclaim 

In  dearest  terms  the  migaty  mystery," 
Then  heard  I  this:  "  Smee  reason  s  yoice  approve!. 

And  Hevclation  too  enjoins  the  same — 

Eeserve  for  God  the  choieest  of  thy  loves. 
But  tell  nie  if  by  other  cords  thou  feel  19 

Thyself  attracted  unto  God ; — and  all 

The  heart-con  strain  i  11  g  bonds  of  love  revesL"  '^^| 

Why  Christ's  blest  Bagle  this  inquiry  made,  J^^H 

1  straight  discovered,  and  the  earnest  i-n^l  ^^H 

To  full  confession  ;  wherefore  I  obeyed ; —  ^^H 

"  All  the  incentives  that  the  soul  can  bind,  6S 

And  make  it  turn  to  God,  fresh  impulse  give 

To  the  warm  gratitude  that  fills  my  mind : 
The  outward  world's  existence,  and  my  own. 

The  death  endured  by  Him  that  I  might  live. 

This  promised  land,  by  ardent  hope  foreshown, 
And  the  conviction  spoken  of  before,  61 

Have  drawn  me  from  the  sea  of  erring  love,  ^^_ 

And  set  me  safe  on  Truth's  celestial  shore.  ^^^M 

Love  for  each  Plant  that  in  the  garden  grows  |^^| 

Of  the  Eternal  Gardener  I  prove,  ^^^H 

3S.  Fluto.  te.  "  1  will  muka  mil  mj  gDodiww  pM*  befora  Ot*.'- 

SiDdui  iixiii.    19,  44.    Sc.  Jobn,  oliBp.  1.  93.  St.  John  i* 

catleJ  iia    Kng-lr.  M  aurpiuuBg  all  etheri  in  dewtilring  tba  DiTtail;. 
04.  i.f.  Eacb  a«iat  upoo  etrth. 


Proportioned  to  the  eoodnces  he  bortows," 
I  [?ea«ed  :  when  tlirougU  the  heaven  resounded  slowly,  67 
Bv  niyriodH  sung,  a  atrain  Burpatwing  sweet, — 
My  ijidj  joiniDg — "  Holy,  Holy,  Holy." 
And  as  the  radiance  of  the  early  light, 

'Whii^h  the  strnDg  vimal  •pint  runs  to  meet, 
Bn^aka  through  toe  enchaining  elumber  of  the  night ; 
And  the  awakened  one  liates  what  he  tees ;  73 

iProm  BTtiM  of  everything  around  withheld, 
'ill  jiidj^ient  re-illume  his  faculties) ; 
Thus,  whAtsoever  could  my  Tision  mar. 

The  piercing  eyes  of  B^triee  dispelled. 

Shooting  their  splendour  thousand  miles  a&r. 
Therefore — my  clouded  eycNight  now  revived, —  79 

I  made  inquiry,  still  in  some  wnaze, 

Who  waa  the  soul  that  newly  had  arrited. 
""Within  those  beams,"  to  me  n\j  Lady  said, 

"  Views  his  Creator  with  admiring  gaie 

The  earliest  soul  that  Primal  Wisdom  made." 
Like  leaves  that  bend  before  the  paasing  breete,  S5 

And  presently  uprear  themselves  a^rain. 

Through  impulse  of  their  native  energies ; 
Thus  to  the  ground  I  bowed  me  aa  she  spoke. 

Awe-struck— then  raised  my  coniideace amain; 

So  strong  a  wish  to  speak  my  spirit  woke. 
"  O  thou,  sole  fruit,"  I  onswctvid,  "  upon  earth  91 

Brought  into  being,  ripe — -O  aire  of  man. 

To  whom  is  daughter  both  by  law  and  birth 
Each  married  woman — thee  do  I  implore 

Devoutly ;  and  since  thou  my  wish  dost  scan, 

Through  eagcmeM  to  hear  I  say  no  more." 
Aa  by  the  movement  of  his  fiury  skin  07 

Hia  feelings  oft  an  animal  make*  known. 

Displaying  outwardly  the  joy  within — 
So  dia  the  first  created  soul  atteat 

Br  the  outward  luatro  of  his  form  alone 

How  great  his  joy  to  answer  my  request : 
Then  bivathcd :  "  Thy  wish  ia  underwbrxid  by  me —     lOA 

Though  uttered  not — with  impross  dearer  far 

TT.  DsaWi  liitlit  i*  mtorcd,  la  Bt.  John  Mid  l(  umild  ba  [tto*  II),  hj 

B look frvB  IWMriM.  03.  DauEhur  of  adu *.i— ■ 

aad  4aa|^l*T  in  Uv,  ■*  majriMl  t«  mm  af  hu  h 
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Thftn  whutsoe'er  ib  best  perceired  by  tbee ; 

Since  I  heboid  it  in  that  STirror  true, 

In  which — though  other  things  reflected  are. 
No  imago  of  itself  is  given  to  view. 

Tour  wish  it  is  to  know  how  long  the  time. 
Since  in  that  garden  I  waa  placed,  whence  led 
A  stair  80  lofty  to  thia  realm  sublime — 

How  long  its  lovely  prospecta  I  enjoyed — 
Wherefore  God's  anger  I  there  merited— 
And  what  the  dialect  by  me  employed, 

'Twas  not  alone  through  tasting  of  tlie  tree. 
My  son,  that  I  so  long  in  banishment 
Bemained,  but  that  I  broke  Ood's  high  decree. 

There,  whence  thy  faithful  Lady  Virgil  drew. 
Wishing  to  reach  these  blessed  courts,  1  spent 
Pour  thousand,  and  three  bimdred  years,  and  ti 

And  while  1  dwelt  on  earth  'twas  mine  to  ken 
The  Biin  rcliune  the  lights  he  passes  through 
Wine  hundred  times  united  to  thrice  ten. 

The  language  that  I  spoke  was  lost  to  mao. 
Ere  fitmrod  and  his  most  audacious  crew 
Their  uot-to-be-accomplished  work  began : 

For  no  effect  by  human  reason  wrought 

Was  ever  lasting— through  the  strong  desire 
Of  man  for  change,  by  starry  inHuenca  taught. 

Nature  ordaineth  man  to  speak ;  but  she 
Leaves  it  to  you  a  language  to  acquire, 
Or  this,  or  that,  as  may  your  pleasure  be. 

Ere  I  descended  to  the  gulph  of  liell. 

The  Good  Supreme,  from  whom  proeeeds  that  joy 
Which  swathes  roe  round,  was  called  by  mortala  i 

£Ii  the  name  that  afterwards  men  chose, — 
Since  custom,  altering  the  words  they  employ. 
Is  like  the  leaf — one  comes,  another  goes. 

In  that  blest  mount  which  boasts  an  eminence 
Highest  above  the  sea — pure  and  unstained 

IIG.  The   sin  of  Adam   coniioted  in  duobrdianra.  120. 

M33  (Ihfl  yeam  from  Ihe  crmtioii  to  the  death  of  our  Saviuur)  dedoei 
930,  UiD  number  Adun  liied  (line  133),  and  there  remains  4303,  tba 
period  Adam  »ajt  ho  vim  iu  Limbo  before  oiir  gsviour  rsscued  him. 
133.  i.f.  lo  Dmbo.     Set  Inf.  iv.  BS.  130.  I'nrgatoty, — upon  wliii 

waa  siluatcd  the  terresirial  Panidice — and  where  oui  Bret  panmu  k 
Boppoaed  to  litivo  remaioed  only  a  few  houra. 


1  lived  a  life  ofBpotlme  ii 
And  there  the  fourtn  port  ofa  day  remained." 


► 


CANTO    XXVIL 


"  Olobt  to  Father,  Son,  and  Holy  Qhort !" 
Non'  throughout  Paradise  waa  heard  to  sound; 
So  that  niy  aoul  in  ecstocy  was  Inst. 

All  that  I  flaw  appeared  to  me  one  smile 
Caught  from  the  uniTenal  world  around, — • 
Mine  tyet  aad  care  inebriate  the  while. 

O  blias  ineffable  !  O  rapture  pure  ! 

O  life  of  lo»e  and  peace  !     0  wealHj,  that  knows 
No  wiBh  beyond,  uiisidlied  and  secure ! 

Stood  the  four  Torches  burning  in  my  light ; 
MThen  lo,  the  one  that  first  before  rae  rose 
Began  to  clothe  itself  in  stronger  light ; 

And  manifested  shortly  luch  a«pei.'t 
A»  would  bo  Jupilor's,  if  Mars  and  he 
Were  birds,  and  change  of  plumt^  should  efTodt. 

That  foreeigbt,  which  to  all  who  here  abide 
Assigns  their  proper  tot  and  ministry, 
Had  silenced  the  nlest  band  on  every  side, 

"When  1  these  accents  heard :  "  If  changed  in  hue 
Uy  countenance  should  be,  fe«l  no  surprise ; 
E'en  while  I  speak  will  all  the  choir  you  view 

Thrir  colour  change.— He  who  on  earth,  my  place^ 
Mr  place  usurps, — my  place,  which  in  tne  eyee 


I.  TUi  hjBUi  i*  nof  M  tlw  innicliwiea  or  Duits'i 
ApoaAn.  10.  St.  Pom,  8t.  Juia^  Rl.  John,  and  Adan.  'it.. 

Ik.  n**.  throBCfa  iDdirBMion.  hnwain  nd  (nd  iniUnnl  lit*  Uw  pkH* 
Hani.  le.  God  bhMeirh>riiig  (ileaced  tb«  bemTinlT  ohoir.  tk^ 

nnab)  liMenlii;,  while  Hi.  PaUr  addnnB  Duta.  SS.  •'  And  bo* 

'«a>llan  itiUut  Bmti&w,  who  bj  ifaMnr  WM  vlMlfd 
id  b*  npcati  Ume  tiao  'uy  plac*'  ro  •bow  bow 
«bMi  bim.    And  be  h;*  th«  ite  Hid  pla«a,  1. 1.  tb« 

.  _, .         _    II  hi  UMiipblDfG«d,bM*iwth*elMitlaaor  Deafte* 

■•■  oat  iBfiliaute." — Olllaw  Comniota.    8m  Inf.  zU.  TT. 


Pom  in  ISM 


Of  God's  own  Son  is  vacant,  hath  long  Bp«ce 

Rendered  my  burial  ground  a  einX  abhorred 
Of  blood  and  filth,  which  to  the  inveterate  foe 
Who  fell  from  heaven,  doth  high  delight  afford." 

Djes  of  the  selfimnie  tint  which  eve  and  mom 
The  clouds  assume,  from  Phcebus'  ardent  glow, 
Beheld  I  then  the  expanse  of  heaven  adorn. 

And  like  a  modeat  damsel,  who  not  fearing 
For  her  own  self,  yet  weara  a  timid  mien. 
The  atorj  of  another's  shame  but  hearing  ; 

Such  change  the  look  of  Beatrice  diBplayea  ; 
And  such  eclipse  the  heaven  endured,  I  ween, 
As  when  the  Godhead  was  an  offering  made. 

TVords  then  proceeded  from  his  hus,  in  tone 
So  greatly  changed  from  what  tney  were  before. 
Not  greater  was  the  change  his  &ee  bad  sbown. 

"  The  spouse  of  Christ  was  nourished  not  of  old 
On  mine,  on  LiTiua',  and  on  Cletus'  fiore^ 
To  teach  the  practic«  of  amassing  gold: 

Bat  to  attain  tbs  life  of  happiness 
Caliitus,  Pius,  Sextufi,  holy  band, 
"With  Urban  suffered  after  long  distreaa. 


We 


meant  that  Christians  should  be  plaeed, 
successors,  part  on  the  right  han^ 


The  other  part  upon  the  left,  dis^^eed 
Or  that  the  keys  entrusted  to  my  care 

Should  be  a  sign  for  warriors  to  unfold. 

And,  as  a  standard,  i^ainst  Christiana  besr : 
Or,  that  mv  ima^  on  a  seal  should  show, 

Attachea  to  lying  pririlegea  sold ; 

Whence  oft  suffused  with  ruddy  shame  I  glow. 
Eapadous  wolves,  in  shepherd's  clothing  dressed, 

S6.  Tbc  eitj  of  Rnma.  30.  Unvcn  ihowt  iu  i^pttb;  wiUi  St. 

PMcr  by  glowinf;  villi  indignation  ;  uid  ui  eclipte  ii  Bud  la  fatlMr,  udi 
•*  took  placa  ■!  Ilu  death  of  our  S4iiDur.  40.  >.  t.  •'  Tlu  C^orch 

WM  sot  nouriibHl  by  my  blood,  uid  duC  of  my  tucoeaKin.  iu  orim  la 
raoonng*  it  in  avaricioui  pureaita."  i$.  "  We  oevn  niwiil  Ikl 

Bitbop^  ■bondnniDg  their  chancier  like  Bonibce,  ahould  nt  up  tbtir 
■(■ndardi  ai  faclioui  ohieftaioi,  and  aiding  iriih  the  GueU*,  trtal  itx 
RhibcliDt*  vjcb  indiKnilj."  S3,   i.  (.    Bulla  and    iDdnlcawn. 


uM.  "  Bevan  of  liilM  |»ujii<<».  -mi' 
inwaidlj  Ibcy  an  raicuing  wolves  " 


-_.    ...   Bulla  t ^ 

pome  to  yon  ia  iheep'i  cknUccUut 
Matt.  vii.  16. 
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OASTO  XXTU  417 

Are  he&oe  beheld  throughout  the  pastures  fiur : 

0  arm  of  Go<l,  why  art  thou  still  at  rest  ? 
Our  blood  do  Gkiacons  now  prepare  to  drink, 

And  Cahors'  greedy  sons. — O  promise  rare, 
To  what  a  yile  conclusion  dost  thou  sink  ! 

But  that  high  Providence  which  won  for  Rome  01 

By  Scipio*8  hand  a  glorious  eminence, 
Shall  soon,  1  deem,  reverse  the  present  doom  ; 

And  thou,  my  son,  do  thou  this  truth  reveal ; 
Since  unto  earth  thou  must  return  from  hence : 
What  I  conceal  not,  do  not  thou  conceal." 

As  vapours  through  our  atmosphere  descending  67 

Come  charged  vrith  flakes  ot  snow,  when  Capricorn 
His  homed  head  unto  the  sun  is  bending ; 

So  I  beheld  the  bright  and  smiling  air. 

Decked  with  triumphant  Meteors,  upward  borne, 
"Which  had. wit ii  us  bet^n  making  sojourn  there. 

Their  countenances  did  mine  eye  essay  73 

To  follow,  till  the  intermediate  space 
Became  so  great,  the  foremost  passed  away. 

When*at  my  Lady,  who  anon  discerned 

That  lost  to  sight  was  now  their  every  trace. 
Exclaimed:  "  Look  down,  and  see  how  thou  hast  tuned.** 

On  bending  down,  I  saw  that  from  the  time  79 

1  looked  before,  my  progress  I  had  made 
Through  a  fourth  portion  of  that  sphere  sublime ; 

So  that  I  kenned  Ulysses*  track,  beyond 
The  pass  of  Glades  ;  and  the  shore  surveyed. 
Whence  Jove  erst  bore  Europa,  burden  fond : 

And  further  glimpses  of  this  little  spot  85 

Had  I  attained ;  but  Phoebus  *neath  my  feet, 
Entering  another  sign,  permitted  not. 

The  enamoured  Mind,  that  with  my  Lady  never 
Ceases  to  interchange  communion  sweet, 
Strove  to  attract  me  to  her  more  than  ever : 


50.  i.  e.  Ritliopric*  and  churchni.  68.  Pope  Clement  V^  •  Oi 

69.  John  XXII.  of  Cahon.— S««  Inf.xix.  83.  63.  1. 1*.  Throofli 

tb«  instrumentality  of  the  Emperor  Henry  VII.;  or  of  Can  (iraade. 
€7.  ^^t.  Peter  harinf^  finished  his  speech,  immediately  the  immense  tri- 
OBphsnt  crowd  of  splendoon  who  had  descended  with  Christ,  mount 
•n  hiyh.  (See  xzlL  131.)  82.  See  Inf.  uvi.  107. 
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And  if  or  Nftture,  forniB  of  fleeh  unfolding— 

Or  Art,  her  images  of  fairest  dye — 

E'er  captive  led  the  bouIh  of  those  beholding ; 
All  these  collected  would  appear  as  nought 

Compared  to  the  delight  that  met  mine  eye, 

"When  from  her  face  oae  smile  dirine  I  caught. 
Then  she,  by  whom  the  inspiring  look  vrna  given, 

Snatched  me  from  Leda's  beauteous  nest  away ; 

And  bore  me  upward  to  the  swiftest  heaven  ; 
Whose  liveliest  and  moat  lofty  regious  were 

So  like  each  other— that  I  cannot  say 

The  part  which  Beatrice  selected  there. 
But  she,  who  saw  the  longing  I  betrayed. 

Broke  into  emilcB,  with  such  delight  imprevsed, 

That  God's  own  joy  her  countenance  displayed. 
The  nature  of  the  motion  which  maintoina 

The  centre  quiet,  and  moves  all  the  pest, 

As  &om  a  goal  its  origin  here  gains. 
This  heaven  esiata  but  in  the  Mind  Divine, 

Where  kindled  is  the  love  that  whirls  it  round ; 

And  thence  is  showered  its  influence  benign. 
Pure  light  and  love  gird  this  with  single  zone, 

E'en  OS  it  girds  the  rest.     He  who  this  bound 

Hath  filed — He  compreheudeth  it  alone. 
Its  motion  doth  no  other  heaven  contain ; 

But  others  tnke  from  this  their  measurement. 

As  ten  is  measured  both  by  five  and  twain. 
How  in  such  vessel  Time  its  roots  receivcia 

Unto  thy  mind  is  now  made  evident ; 

And  how  in  others  ore  contained  the  leaves. 
0  lust  of  gold,  by  which  is  man  immersed 

To  such  a  depth,  that  he  attempts  in  vain 
To  draw  hie  eyes  from  out  thy  waves  occuist ! 
Some  buds  of  promise  may  the  will  put  forth ; 

98.  The   Gemini, — of  whoqi  Leds  was  the  mother.  100,  Tie 

iinifonnil}'  of  the  liig-jiiiat  apheie  ia  iutcndcd  to  coavej  an  ides  of  0«Si 
preMnce  tecelling  all  distinutiong  oTlimo  uud  place.  IOSl  i.i.T» 

uodentdiid  the  propertim  of  the  ninth  heaven.  106.  i,  t.  Of  lS» 

rlreular  motion,  or  Primom  Mobile,— See  ■'  Malorial  Henvene."  ISl. 

It  ia  Bivtrice  who  breaks  out  inlo  tbia  e»clamntioo  a 


CJLNTO   XXTII. 

But  througb  continual  beating  of  tbo  rain, 
The  blighted  fruit  becomes  of  littiu  wortb. 

In  cliildren  only  aee  we  faith  abound. 

And  simple  innot-ence  ;  for  both  have  fled 
Ere  down  upon  the  youthful  cheek  be  found. 

Tlie  child,  yet  lisping,  keeps  the  tastB  ;  who  eoon, 
AdvancM  in  years,  devours  or  meat  or  bread. 
Whatever  be  the  season  or  the  moon. 

And  such  a  one,  yet  lisping,  loves  and  hears 
His  mother ;  who  would  wish  to  see  her  dead, 
Wlien  he  speaks  plainly  in  his  riper  years. 

80  also  changes  soon  to  black  from  white 
The  daughter  of  yon  orb,  by  whom  is  led 
The  morning,  when  he  quits  the  shades  of  night. 

And  lest  these  facts  should  cause  surprise  to  thee. 
Enow  that  on  earth  no  Governor  bears  away  ; 
Vhcnee  goee  astray  the  human  family. 

But  ere  that  Januarv  fiili  no  more 

In  winter,  througn  lost  seconds  day  by  day, 
So  loudly  shall  these  spheres  supeniol  roar. 

That  Fortune,  whence  such  changes  we  expect, 
Shall  turn  the  poops  to  where  the  prows  appear : 
Thus  shall  the  fleet  pursue  its  way  direct, 

And  every  blossom  its  due  fruit  shaU  bear. 


I 


CANTO    XXVIII. 

ABOtUEKT. 
DaoU  in  ihi  ainlh  hnren  ii  ruticluarod  s  rnVfal  of  Uw  Dfit?,  dfnribnd  w 
a  danling  Polol,  tuirounded  by  lh«  nine  orden  of  an^rU,  wba  com*- 
pood  Id  the  nine  tienTens,  oTcr  whieb  thrj  reiptotiTcljr  pnaid*. 

Whu  she  who  doth  my  soul  imparadise  t 

The  sad  condition  had  to  me  made  dear 

ISE.  1.  «.  TbeooDliDaal  SSMullof  MrthljroarM  uidplMMUrM.  117. 

Tba  Daj  k  railed  tbe  "  dauhwr  of  tba  San."  UO.  i.  t.  Tb* 

Enpenr  baa  been  inpftMdtd  ij  the  fof.  149.  i.  r.  tn  ■  ibon 

■pane  of  tita*.  Tba  uliwkin  i*  to  tlM  arror  ia  Ui*  Jnllaa  rrokeninf  of  lb* 
7«r,  whlcb  ia  tlu  n>un«  of  lUO  f  mra  ■nwtinttiig  U  ■  wbol*  iaj,  u  kut 
eaiunl  a  necrHlty  of  comctng  Um  oalnHlai,  w  (ffaoUd  bj  OrrpitJ 
XIII.  Mb.  8ec  note,  lino  63. 

1.  £f.  "WboraiNiaij  teal  M  the  MatMpUHoaofhNiMJrtUv^* 


I 
I 


paradibo. 


Of  mortals,  sunk  in  ignorance  and  Tire  j 
Aa  in  a  inirror  doth  n  torch's  light. 

Suddenly  flajningfroni  behind,  appear 

To  ooe  wbu  hod  it  not  in  thought  or  sight ; 
Whereat  he  turns  around,  that  he  may  know 

If  it  speak  truth  ;  and  Buch  accord  deseriee 


Aen 


c  hath  with  metre 


Was  I,  (tor  memory  bears  it  still  ii 


u) 


As  I  stood  gazing  upon  those  Cur  eyes, 

Wheoee  Love  his  eorda  ohtained,  my  soul  to  bind. 

And  when  mine  cjta,  on  moving  round,  were  struck      IS 
By  that  which  m  this  tolume  is  discerned, 
"When  contemp!flt«l  with  an  earnest  look, 

I  saw  a  Point,  whence  flashed  bo  ebar^  a.  light. 
That  he  on  whom  its  burning  glow  is  turned. 
To  shun  its  splendour  needs  must  close  his  H^t.-'J 

The  smallest  star  that  (fom  the  earl^  we  see. 
Comparing  star  with  star  would  to  our  ken, 
Set  by  its  side,  a  moon  appear  to  be ; 

Distant — as  fiu-  perhaps  as  from  the  beam 
That  paints  it,  is  perceived  a  halo,  when 
Thickest  the  mist  that  shrouds  the  paly  gleam 

Around  thia  Point,  a  circling  fire  was  hurled 

So  rapidly,  that  not  in  speed  could  vie  ' 

That  awiiteat  motion  which  enwraps  the  worW : 

And  by  another  this  was  compaBsed  round  ; 
This  hj-  a  third,  that  by  a  tourth,  and  by 
A  fifth  the  fourth; — that  by  a  sixth  was  bound. 

A  seventh  followed,  arching  high  a  space 
Of  such  extent,  not  Juno's  messenger, 
When  most  complete,  could  such  a  span  embncq^ 

An  eighth  and  nintli  succeeded;  and  each  lone         ] 
Eolled  with  a  slower  motion,  as  they  were 
Numbered  in  distance  from  the  central  One. 

Of  all  thcec  flames,  the  most  emcere  and  ^eeu 


God,  1 


irtbu 


14.  Tl»aiathh«- 
S3.  Around  thia  PamI,a[|]MdBtu» 
lam  ine  oaio  lonned  by  mpaiira  i*  from  the  ■nmri,  tbe  AngWs  inoH  is 
Dine  circ]ta  of  Grc,  correBpoDding  to  the  nioe  heaveBS.  27.  Tim'  (f 

■he  ninth  bearen.  82.  Iria,  oi  the  rstDbow. 


CUCTO  IX Till. 


pure  Spark  its  Iiutre  ehed, 

, DDurished  by  ita  r»ye,  i  ween. 

MytondCT  eaoort,  who  immeiiiate  konned 

The  deep  siupenac  th&t  rocked  mv  boeom,  said : 

"  Heavea  and  all  Nature  od  that  iPoiiit  depend. 
Behold  the  circle  iiesretit  it,  aud  know 

It  whiris  BO  etrift  by  reason  of  the  love 

That  ever  keeps  it  iu  a  fervent  elow." 
"  If  the  same  order  in  the  world  obtained. 

As  that  by  vhieh  these  wheels,"  i  answered,  "  movt 

Then  shoutd  I  rost  iu  what  has  been  explained ; 
But  in  the  world  of  seuse  'tia  different  far  ; 

And  more  divine  the  thiu^  that  there  obtain. 

The  more  remote  Ihi-y  from  tlie  centre  aro. 
Wburefore,  if  my  desire  may  now  repose. 

In  this  most  wondrous  aud  angelic  fane, 

AVhich  light  and  love  aloue  fur  boundaries  knows, 
'Tis  meet  tbat  1  Hbould  learu  the  reason  why 

The  copy  and  the  model  disagree ; 

Since  I  m  vain  to  solve  the  queetion  try." 
"  If  to  unravel  euch  a  knot,"  she  said, 

"  Thy  fingers  have  not  the  ability, 

No  wvuder ; — through  neglect  'tis  harder  made." 
Uy  Lady  spake,  and  added  :  "  Would'st  thou  Uieu 

Allay  thy  thirst, — hear  what  I  shall  eipreas ; 

And  sharpen  thus  thine  intellectual  ken. — 
The  heavenly  cinrles  vary  in  their  siie, 

According  to  the  virtue,  more  or  less, 

Given  to  their  several  parts  hy  the  All- wise. 
Greater  the  goodness,  greater  in  the  good  ; 

And  greater  good  requires,  if  equaUy 


43.  Spmkliig  «rtli«  chaogea  maniicated  bj  m«D  in  tbait  purauH  from 
iufsiirjr  10  tfn,  wjd  their  canrtul  hope  ta  find  •hkl  thej  dadre  lit  ailiJI 
^rairi  iji«uuu»,  DibU  ob«rT»:  "  wherrfere  h  i*,  Ibnl  the  nw  tUap  tu 
be  dnirad  ilnida  b<.-fDn  dIIht  lhin|p  Is  imr  nJDil'i  tft  in  •  ^jnanuUl 
fonn,  H  tbal  the  Lrail  al  flnl  co*en  them  all,  and  lA  ai  )t  were  the  pi^l 
cf  Uia  ulliniale  dnirs.  vliirh  ia  God,  thr  biiv  uf  all."  CaPTito,  TtaL  lii. 
IS,  b3.  TIa  ninth  baavn.  64.  i.e.  "Sinaa  rh«  iinijui  ^M- 

Ttn*,*  ar  "  bHtrnl;  simJo,"  nrr  In  Ihrir  ^aa.— tlt»  luY«a>  bM*sn,  «• 
PiiBBBi  UebiU,  nuM  neMMVilf  bt  idanliaad  »itk  tkn  InWIIffaaeM 
«Ueb  an  nauc«L  Ood,  ud  thaaad  aUil  in  vladaa  aad  lon^  lA-^Mh  Iks    , 


roand    ^^^H 
t  ttbonnd  ^^^ 


The  psrts  be  filled,  a  greater  ma^tudt 

Therefore  the  heavea  which  with  it  whirls  aroond 
The  universe,  doth  with  that  gpht 
Where  Wisdom,  and  where  Love  the  most  ttboimd 

If  then  your  rule  of  measure  be  applied  78 

To  the  presiding  Virtue,  not  to  seose, 
(By  which  tbene  rolling  eirclea  are  deacried). 

You  will  a  wonderful  accordance  find 
Of  large  or  small,  with  the  Intelligence 
That  rules  each  heaven,  as  its  presiding  Mind." 

As,  when  the  blast  of  Boreas  hath  passed  by,  79 

The  atmorohere  remaina  serene  and  bright 
Oladdenea  through  all  tbo  regions  of  the  sby — 

For  the  dejiso  vapours  that  were  rife  ere  while 
Are  now  disperaed  ;  aud  heaven  in  beauty  dight 
Ou  every  side  is  beaming  forth  a  smile : — 

Such  the  debght  I  felt,  when  answer  clear  85 

Vouchsafed  my  gracious  Lady  unto  me. 
And  made  the  truth  like  star  in  heaven  appear. 

Her  gracious  words  now  drawing  to  a  close — 
The  circles  shot  Ibrth  sparks,  e'en  as  we  see 
Sparks  fly  from  iron  that  intensely  glows. 

Each  spark  emitted  sparks ;  and  they  amounted  91 

To  many  millions  more  than  e'en  the  square 
Ou  che^board  in  continuous  doublings  counted. 

From  choir  to  choir  I  heard  Hosanna  swell 

Towards  the  fixed  Point,  which  keeps  them  atedfast  thoe 
Where  they  have  been,  and  shall  for  ever  dweU. 

Then  she  who  saw  my  inward  doubting,  said :  97 

"  Know  this — that  Cherubin  and  Seiwihin 
Have  in  the  two  first  circles  been  di^layed. 

Their  bonds  of  love  thus  swiftly  they  pursue. 
That  to  the  Point  resemblance  they  may  win, — 
Their  power  proportioned  to  their  lofty  view. 

Those  other  loving  souls  which  hover  round 

Are  called  the  Thrones  of  the  Alt- wise,  since  they 

73.  "  If,  therefore,  jon  judcfv  bf  tbe  endaimenta  of  tba  Angali,  aal 
not  bj  Uie  sue  of  llie  cirolo.  fou  Till  find  >  iroodvlul  conloriiily  bs* 
tveen  each  of  the  niao  br*v«u  iind  tlidi  mpsetive  lBtel%CBan,  «r  ■!■> 
ordan  of  Angvlio  Dircotun."  S«e  "  Ualcriml  lleavcsf,''  al  ei  * 
M.  Tlw  Diae  circle*  of  Angela. 
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OAKTo  xxnzx.  428 

To  tiie  firat  Hierarchy  form  a  bound. 
And  thou  shoaldst  know,  they  aU  enjoyment  find. 

As  with  profounder  Tision  they  survey 

That  perfect  Truth,  in  which  rests  every  mind. 
Hence  it  is  learnt  how  first  springs  Holiness  lOb 

In  the  sole  act  of  yision,  not  of  love  ; 

This  follows  afterwards,  or  more  or  less. 
As  the  blest  vision's  boon  is  merited 

By  docile  will  and  ^raco  vouchsafed  above^ 

So  is  th6  gift  in  varied  measure  shed. 
The  ensuing  Hierarchy,  blooming  ever  115 

In  this  abode  of  sempiternal  spring, 

Which  the  nocturnal  Aries  injures  never, 
.  Hosanna  chants,  with  joy  that  knows  no  dosei 

In  threefold  melody — embodying 

The  threefold  orders  that  the  choir  compose. 
In  this  are  found  the  triple  bonds  divine —  121 

First  Dominations,  Virtues  secondly ;-« 

Powers,  next  to  these,  the  third  in  order  shine. 
.  Lo,  Princedoms,  and  Archangels  then  advance, 

And  circling  join  the  grand  festivity  ; 

Ailgels  alone  complete  the  joyous  dance. 
These  variouib  ranks  all  fix  their  looks  above,  127 

And  shower  such  influence  down  below,  that  they 

All  draw  towards  Qod,  as  they  are  drawn,  by  love. 
With  such  desire  did  Dionysius  try 

Their  numerous  parts  and  orders  to  surveyi 

That  he  distinguished  them  as  well  as  I. 
But  in  their  rahks  some  chan^  did  Ghne^ry  make ;     183 

Wherefore  as  soon  as  in  this  heaven  his  eyes 

He  opened,  smiled  he  at  his  own  mistake. 
And  if  a  truth  so  secret  was  displayed 

By  mortal  man,  let  this  not  cause  surprise; 

For  one  who  saw  it  the  discovery  maoe. 
And  opened  up  the  wonders  of  these  skies.*'  180 

109.  Dante  proeMds  to  tolTe  the  ■cbolavtio  qiMftkm, — whether  Ueved- 
MH  eOMlsti  in  the  vkkm  of  Ood  or  in  lore?  1 16.  AVhere  the  bkxna 

of  ipriaf  m  not  hlifhted,  m  oo  ewth,  in  autumn,  when  Ariet  rieee  at  aun- 
■oi.  130.  Dionyaina  the  Areopafite,  auppoaed  to  hare  written  "  Con- 

oarniBr  the  Caleatial  Hieraichy.**  See  *' Material  UeaTena,"  at  end  of  die 
loferoduotioa  ta  Puidte^ 


CANTO   XXIX. 

ABGUMEKT. 
BBBlrice  eipUint  thg  u^eet  of  God  in  crestiiig'  the  Ad^bIi  ud  mferior 
beinga~v[z.  that  He  ddigbted  to  inulli|il;  imagte  of  HinatlL  Bbe 
repmvH  the  rlrTgj  fur  Bpoculatin);  dd  ibslroiH!  queatioD*,  iiuuitd  of 
cprcvdiae-  Ifae  Gwpel ;  and  bitterl;  iiiTeiglu  >{uiiM  llie  Papa  fhr  ihta 
inTFUCiana  of  ponhnu  uid  indulgenCM. 

Long  aa  Latona's  double  progeny,  " 

SunnouDted  by  the  Earn  and  by  the  Scalce,  ^H 

racing  each  other  honKoutally, 


Each  parting  for  a  diflerent  hemisphere  ; 
So  long— her  visage  pointed  by  a  smile. 

Silent  was  Beatrice — with  atedlaat  eye 
-  Viewing  the  Point  which  quelled  my  powers  erew 
fRieD  she :  "  I  speak,  nor  aak  thee  to  declare 

Thy  wish^I  see  it  on  that  mirror  high. 

In  which  are  jiresent  every  when  and  where. — 
Not  His  own  bhssful  treasure  to  improve, 

Which  cimnot  be — but  that  Hia  splendour  might 
.  Befleeted  eay, '  I  am' — the  Etemu  Love, 
In  Hia  eternity,  ere  time  began. 

Beyond  uU  comprehenition  took  delight 

Kew  combinationa  of  His  love  to  plan. 
Nor  was  it  erst  inert,  as  laid  asleep ; 

Since  there  was  no  Be/ore  or  J^er,  ere 
.  The  Holy  Spirit  moved  upon  tbia  deep. 
Matter,  and  form,  together  joined  or  not, 

At  one  unerring  act  created  were. 

As  from  a  three-stringed  bow  three  darts  are  shot. 
And  as  the  ray  in  amber,  ciystal,  glass, 

So  Bwiilly  iJeams,  that  to  the  sharpeat  eyne 

From  first  to  Inst  no  interval  may  pass  j 
So  from  the  mind  of  the  great  Architect 
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I.  Apollo  and  Diana — ejnanjiaous  Titli  the  aun  and  moon,  whiob, 
rhnngiiiE  hpmuptierea  when  opjiogiu  to  oue  aiiDllwr,  hang  for  a  momoil, 
one  under  the  Mg^n  of  AneSiOnd  the  Dtlieiunderthatof  Libra.  11.  Lr. 

Dnnte's  uuexprrued  desire  to  know  when,  where,  and  hov  the  Anjeimn 
crtaled.  SO.  Before  creation,  there  wiu  no  diiiiian  or  budcmbioci  «f 

time.  2e.  In  these  and   Ihe  rollowing  Unea  are  deaoribed,  Unl, 

Angeb.— Smmidty,  Animal  Creation,— TAin/'y,  Matter. 


CAJTTO  UTT. 


H      Beamed  forth  at  once  the  triple  work  Divine, 
^p      Without  diBtiHctioD  known  iii  tb«  uSect. 
"*Kgh  funrtiotiB  to  pure  Substances  were  giren,  31 

When  first  created ; — these  with  power  were  grsoed 
To  eiecute  on  earth  the  will  of  heaven. 

To  matter  lowest  station  was  a«signod, — 
Compounded  nntvn's  in  the  middle  placed, 
Subject  to  bonds,  which  no  one  may  unbind. 

Long  tract  of  ages  intenened,  (so  taught  37 

St.  Jerome)  after  Angela  were  created. 
Before  the  world  was  into  being  brought ; 

But  the  account  I  have  inserted  here 
III  many  a  page  of  Scripture  is  related, 
As,  it'thou  scon^h  it  closely,  will  appear. 

Ifor  doth  it  reasonable  serni  to  be  48 

That  these  prime  Movers  slunild  have  thus  remained 
So  long  of  ttieir  perfection  reft. — Now  tbieti 

Of  thy  dwiin^  have  been  by  me  allayed, — 
The  history  of  these  loving  Onea  explained, — 
And  when,  and  how,  and  where  they  first  were  made. 

Booner  than  twenty  might  be  counted,  fell  40 

One  portion  of  tbe  Angelic  boat,  and  brought 
Coniuaion  to  the  earth  on  which  ye  dwell. 

'Re  rat  remained,  and  in  their  citncy 

Began  this  donoe — with  auch  high  rapture  fraught, 
^       They  bold  their  circling  eouive  unceuingly, 
-  Cauae  of  thetr  fall  was  hia  accnned  pride  53 

Whom  bowed  'neath  burden  of  the  world,  below 
Thou  host  already  seen.     Here  aie  dmcried 

T1io«e  who  with  modesty  themselves  confcBsed 
Work  of  Ilia  goodness  unto  whom  ther  owe 
The  high  BttainmentB  that  have  mode  them  blent. 
■  *Wbencel1iroughenlighteninggrace-fromheavcnobtaine4— 
And  their  own  merit,  they  raised  their  sight  so  high,  63 
A  will  complete  and  stedfast  have  tliey  gained. 

And  douht  not,  but  as  truth  my  words  beliero,  ' 


—SeeimJIt. "  Bellxs  Tti 


TtB.  b- an.-— 
ei.  -"nMikict- 


48.  I.t.  Fi"<.  "  tn  hi*  Ktanitj. 
nMly,  "AtDOruouiTiDgMl."  00.    Lueilcr. 

•alljoo*  ma;  Mil  UbU  "bill  ibeSupmneDrity.I.*.  Ood.  i 
Mpcwid  to  reorive  hla  kntdnm,  b«  iDiuMs  It  in  owwun  piBtWfUwiaJ 
Itat  HM*  of  prrpUKtiaD. — Oh,  kliul  asd  admiimblB  Sever,  »h«  dM  B 
aOcudunlM  tluibBiiuaDslimpn;n<o  tlw«aKliteM«ii«l  till  tanifl 
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The  trutb,  which  upon  eart 
By  specioufl  falseliood  and  < 

These  Beiuga,  since  God's  lac 
(In  whkh  all  tbioga  lie  ope 
To  ought  beside  ne'er  turn 

"Wherefore,  not  interrupted  ia 
By  object  &eah  ;— their's  n( 
Transactions  paat  by  memoi 

TbuB  men  on  earth  are  drearai 
Ignorant  some— some  lying 
And  these  of  greater  cmne  i 

In  vour  pliilosophy  ve  do  not  f 
By  one  straight  path  ;  so  gi 
Transportwl  with  itself,  and 

And  e'en  this  vanity  movea  lesi 
In  heaTon  above,  than  when 
Despised  is,  or  fivim  its  meai 

Te  reck  not  of  the  blood  it  cost 
And  how  Acceptable  to  God 
Who  with  humility  applies  t 

Each  strives  to  make  a  show,  ai 
Hence  the  inventions  and  thi 
The  Preachers  use,  while  sUe 

One  says  that  at  the  death  of  C 
Drew  back — and  inl 


I<api  and  Bindi  not  » 

In  Florence,  as  the  Gibles  that  we  find 

Bcpeated  in  the  pulpits  tveiy  veor ; 
80  that  the  flocks,  who  know  no  better,  tnm 

Bu-k  tniin  their  pastures  having  fed  on  wind ; 

And  vainly  plead  they  could  not  fraud  diacem. 
Christ  Hoid  not  to  his  earlioat  con^^regation,  IC 

'  Gu,  and  with  lies  tho  people  lead  astroT,' 

But, '  Testify  the  truth  to  every  nution  :' 
And  thia  injunction  they  so  well  obeyed, 

Fighting  the  battle  of  the  fotth,— that  ther 

Their  shields  and  lancea  of  the  Oospcl  matte. 
Now  goes  tho  Prearher  forth  with  quibbles,  and  11 

Buifooneriet ;  and  it'  a  laugh  he  raise. 

He  swells  his  cowl,  and  luokca  no  more  demand. 
But  in  thot  rawl  such  Bird  doth  build  itn  netst. 

That  could  the  people  on  his  features  gasc, 

Thev'd  see  the  pardon  whereupon  they  rwt  j 
And  lAer  which  the  world  is  now  bo  mad,  12 

That  faith  in  anjf  kind  of  promise  may. 

Without  a  voucner  for  its  truth,  be  bad. 
Battens  bis  hog  ou  thcae  St.  Anthony, 

Ajid  many  others,  worse  than  hogs  ;  who  pay 

In  uncoined  money  for  the  goods  they  buy. 
But  since  digi«ssion  has  caua^  much  delay,  12 

Towards  the  straight  path  do  thou  dirert  thine  eje». 

That  both  the  time  be  shortened  ondihe  way. 
Upto  Bueh  mjTiads  do  these  Natures  mount, 

That  tlu7  aurpaas  our  finite  faculties  ; 

Nor  tonifuo,  nor  fancy  may  their  numbers  count ; 
And  if  thou  mark  what  Daiuel  hath  rercaliHl,  13 

Thou'lt  aee  that  in  the  thousaodB  be  aasuiuos, 

The  tval  number  is  in  fact  concealed. 
The  primal  Light,  who  sheds  Ilia  rays  o'er  all, 

With  grace  as  various  each  of  them  illumes, 

lOS.   U.  Itofua*  ud  tnllora.  111.  "  Go  ;•  iolo  aU  Ib«  world, 

■sdptMchlhs  Clospvl  lorvrrj  crcatur*.'     Uark  itL  IB.  118.  ^ 

Ooqld  Ite  pwplc  •»  tl'B  deiil  in  the  Priol'a  oawl,  Ihe;  vonld  know  Iba 
Mtan  of  thm   IiuIdI|:i»io<*  od  Thiah  they  blindlj  nslj.  184.  St, 

JIatboa;  i*  painted  «itb  a  pic  at  bi*  fret,  ■■  t  i^bol  Dftiw  divO,  vhna 
Im  Tsni]fllilwd.  133.  "  ThouMod  thoiuuidl  miuiitend  onto  Bba, 

aad  Ua  tboBHiid  tin**  ica  tbouwwid  itood  bebiM  lUm.*    DtaUl'A.  VV 


CANTO : 


or  boiTen  of  pure  li^ 

tt.     Angela  auit  Suinta 

beholding  thcnuelse*  i 

tiie  (ulnen  atgnoe,  in  ttm  immedku 

Six  thouBiLnd  miles,  perchance. 
The  noootide  rnjs,  while  in  t 
AJreadj  arc  the  fihadowa  do« 

When  from  the  midst  of  heavci 
Above  U8,  now  begins  to  disa 
Some  star,  beheld  in  tbis  our 

And  as  the  glorious  handmaid  o 
Advances  farther,  star  bj  stoi 
Until  at  laat  the  fairest  melts 

"Eea  BO  the  Triumph,  eier  done 
The  Point  vhicli  diwEled  me  1 
(Seeming  enclosed  by  that  lb 

By  slow  dejjreea  vra«  &\>m  my  n 
Wherefore,  deprived  of  such  I 
I  turned  again  mine  eyes  OD 1 

If  all  that  hath  been  written  in 
In  one  encomium  could  inclui 
"IVere  slight,  comptged  with 


Bvit 
My  I 
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So  &r,  that  He  who  faahioiipd  it.  alone 

Reaps  the  fiill  meafiure  of  enjoyment  thence. 
"W'iahbif  to  paint  it,  feel  I  such  dcepair. 

That  into  greater  trouble  am  I  thrown 

Tbftn  tragic  bards  or  eomic  ever  were  j 
For  as  the  sun  u'erpowera  the  etJeebled  eye,  25 

So,  the  remembrance  of  that  amile  divine 

Bobs  me  of  every  mental  foculty. 
From  the  first  dny  her  eoimt€Tiance  wm  seen 

"  n  eartli,  till  thia  full  yiew  waa  mine, 

raptured  song  hnth  ne'er  suspended  been. 
But  now  'tin  time  I  set  the  attempt  asidv  31 

To  trace  her  beauty  in  my  fifeble  lays, 

Aj  Artist,  who  his  utmost  skill  hntli  plied: 
And  even  so,  I  leave  the  theme  to  those 

AVhoae  totlier  tnmipet  mov  Tveord  her  praise ; 

Bringing  this  arduous  subject  to  a  cluse. 
With  ge^turu  and  with  look  comnuuiding,  she  37 

Began  :  "  From  out  the  raal  celestial  xoue, 

Unto  the  heaven  of  light  arrived  arc  we— 
Light  intelloetuni,  and  full  of  love, 

LoTo  of  true  blies,  where  every  joy  is  known, 

Joy,  every  other  sweetness  far  aoove. 
Here  shall  the  twofold  bands  of  Paradise  43 

Be  seen  by  thee — one  clad  in  the  aame  dress 

That  at  the  Judgment  shall  delieht  thine  eyes." 
Like  to  a  fltutb,  which  bursting  euddetily 

Upon  the  visual  power,  doth  so  cypress 

The  smse,  that  ploiiiest  things  we  may  not  sec ; 
Tfaiw  was  a  living  light  around  me  brought,  49 

Whose  doEEling  veil  mode  all  things  disappear. 

So  that  mine  eyewgbt  could  distinguish  nought. 
"  The  Lore,  that  calms  this  tranquil  heaven,  tlie  same 

Sweet   influence  sheds  on  oil  within  its  sphere ; 

Bloking  the  candle  suited  to  its  flame." 
When  these  brief  words  were  in  my  mind  received,     G5 

S8.  {.(.  From  ths  rHmDn  Mobile,  vliicdi   molrcUs  ihi 
I.  l.f.  or  AngcU  ind  of  Sulnw.             M.  Bratrtn  apHki- 
nlf  b;  tb»««»ufMOif.  thstOod,  »lmir 


My  Virtue  was  tmn^orted  to  sucli  heigl 
1  could  not  in  that  iervour  have  believed. 

And  with  fresh  power  my  vision  was  renewed. 
So  that  no  ray,  however  purely  bright. 
The  vigour  of  mine  eyes  could  h&ve  subdued. 

Light  I  beheld,  that  like  a  stream  was  flowing 
All  bright  with  silver  rays,  two  bttolu  betwe 
In  hues  of  spring  most  marvellouisly  glowing. 

Forth  from,  the  river,  living  Sparks  arose. 

Which,  mid  the  Flowers  alighting,  afaone  eeieoB, 
E'en  SB  enchased  in  gold  the  ruby  shows. 

Then,  aa  inebriate  with  the  odorous  sense,  67 

Again  they  plunged  within  the  mystic  fiood ; 
And  as  one  entered,  rose  another  thence. 

"  The  strong  desire  by  which  thou  art  posaeaaed 
To  underatoud  the  wonders  thou  haat  viewed, 
Pleases  me  more,  the  more  it  fill^  thy  breast. 

But  ere  a  thirst  so  great  may  be  allayed,  T3 

Behoves  thee  of  this  limpid  stream  to  drink." 
So  spake  the  Sun,  whereon  my  eyes  were  stayed: 

Then  added :  "  Know,  tlie  stream,  and  Top^Ks, 
Which  come  and  go,  disporting  o'er  the  brink. 
The  smiling  Flowers  too,  are  hut  images 

That  shadow  iorth  their  truth : — and  though  tbese  tbii^n 
Are  easy  of  themselves,  thou  lockeat  power 
To  reach,  as  yet,  auch  high  imaginings." 

A  babe  turns  not  its  face  more  eagerly 
To  seek  its  mother's  milk,  if  late  the  hour 
To  which  its  sleep  hath  been  prolonged — than  I 

Tum'd,  to  make  better  mirrors  of  mine  eyes,  Sj 

Bending  me  downward  to  the  wave  proiound. 
That  to  the  sight  now  holiness  supplies. 

And  as  the  fi^ngea  of  mine  eyelids  neared 
The  sacred  stream,  I  saw  its  fonu  was  round, 
Instead  of  long,  as  lately  it  appeared. 

Then,  like  to  persons  that  a  mask  have  worn,  W 

Bl.  "  And  he  (bowed  me  a  pure  river  of  water  of  life,  dear  nojHiL 
proceeding  cut  of  lh«  throae  of  God,  and  ct  the  Lamb."  Bar.  inL  1. 
76.  Tlie  Topaia  are  Iha  aaoio  na  the  Spuka  ( linw  61,  91.)  Tbng  nil 
the  Flowen  ayiuliolionUy  represent  tba  Aageli  and  Sutils  wfaicb  (n 
preieDtl;  revealed.  SU.  The  Btroam  it  rouod,  M  retnmiu  coomitlT 

to  Qod,  its  origaal  laurw. 
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Who  Boem  a  diflircnt  aspect  to  preflcnt, 
Wlitu  from  tht'ir  fi'atun-s  thi?  disguise  is  torn ; 

E'ni  so,  methought,  the  Flowcra  and  Sparlui  (impulletl 
To  greater  joy)  Huch  changes  underwent, — 
Heatcu'h  twofold  Courta  diatinctly  I  bebeld. 

O  iplcnduur  of  the  Godhead,  by  whoae  aid  97 

I  MW  the  triumph  of  the  kiu^om  true. 
Give  mc  the  power  to  teU  what  I  surveyed! 

A  light  there  is  above,  which  plainly  shows 
The  great  Creator  to  the  creature,  who 
In  seeing  Ilim  alone  can  find  repose ; 

And  in  a  cinJe  spreads  to  such  degrw,  108 

That  for  the  sun  would  its  circumference 
A  girdle  of  too  great  dimensions  be ; — 

All  its  appearance  one  vast  raj  of  light. 

Reflected  from  the  ewiftest  heaven,  which  tbcoce 
Derives  both  its  eiiBteuco  and  its  might. 

And  oa  a  cliff  looks  down  upon  tlie  bed  108 

Of  aome  clear  stream,  to  eoe  how  richly  crowned 
"With  flowers  and  foliage  is  its  lofty  head ; 

So,  all  from  rarth  who  hither  e'er  returned. 
Seated  on  more  than  thousand  thrones  around, 
Wilbin  the  Eternal  Light  theniBi'lvcs  discerned  i 

And  if  the  very  lowest  tier  receivps  115 

A  light  so  great,  how  wonderful  must  be 
This  rose  expanded  in  its  utmost  leaves ! 

Mine  eyes,  nor  by  tlie  amplitude  nor  liHgbt, 
Were  duiled,  out  took  in  the  <)uantity 
And  quality  of  all  that  vast  dehght. 

Distant  or  near— 'tis  still  the  same  ;  for  where  121 

Ood  without  secoadary  causes  swavs. 
The  law  of  Nature  hath  no  influence  there. 

Within  the  yellow  of  the  Bose  eternal 
In  laycra  expanded,  redolent  of  pmise 
Unto  the  Sun  whoso  bconiB  are  ever  venal, 

lake  one  who  her  desire  to  speak  nipprenea,  127 

Uo  Bcftthc^  drew  with  her  i  as  she  cried ; 

lOa.  Thg  boDDdlnoiH*  of  Divine  Gn«  ii  dwnlwd.  I09.  7lM 

poet  baiim  (orlh  lO  imniRiK  amphUhHlri,  fnim  which  Iht   8>iaH 
ramd  like  thii  learn  of  ■  full  Umrn  whila  rou.  ud  aeatcd  m  tltNMi 
m!;«  in  the  minor  of  God'*  oouutciuuioe. 


n  diapoeed  for  regulot 
i  dffdre  that  conatitu 
Hftth  made  you  like  the  in! 
Of  hunger,  and  yet  drives 

And  fluch  n  Pontiff  then  yoiu 
That  he  by  open  annB  and 
The  efforts  of  great  Henn- 

But  &om  his  holy  office  soon 
Expel,  and  drive  >iim  -donrn 
"WaetB  Simon  Magus  hath 

To  depth  profounder  thruatia, 

139.  Angeti  in  pamag  to  ud  fro  am 
Her.  viL  13.  130.  Tfat  hHTesj; 

LBzemboi^,  mads  £mperor  in  1306,  a 
the  pciiHxa  of  hi*  1^0.  HavuhaUedii 
to  bun  Dante  wrou  an  ilabonle  epiadi 

bj  Ibe  jaliiu«7,  and  teerti  boMfUl]'  o 
OaeUitDrebdigmiiutlum.  Cnfettunata 
laege  of  BroKia — vhere  b«  loK  hk  bn 
Boo*.  After  TiiD  atunpu  OQ  Boma  ai 
taken  ill.  He  died  very  >iiddeiitj,  at  Bt 
been  pcoaoiied  by  a  Donunican  FriMT,  br 
FrsDch  PiincM.  To  thu  Uory  Napier  gi- 
that  baling  weighed  Ibe  oonflieting:  erb 
oonsideis  bitn  Iba  vicliin  of  Cleoieat^  pet 
■Dpponng  the  Vicar  of  Cbriit  ooold  not 


CANTO  XXXI. 

DwwiptlflB  of  tlM  heaTsnlr  Row  continued.     SL   Banud  St  ami  ^ 
htUriae,  who  i»  auU  Tiuhlf  itt   a  diaciuice  Ihrougb  the  tmupuvul 
•npjmui.    DbqIc  contemplalp*  the  Viiyin  BCarj. 
AxBATED  in  semblance  of  a  snow-white  Bobo,  1 

That  holy  armv  was  revealed  to  sight, 
Wliich  for  his  opouw.',  in  death  our  Saviour  chose 
But  the  winged  Cherubs  that  behold  and  fda^ 
Hiii  pnuse  whose  chords  of  love  to  love  invite. 
And  laud  the  gcK>dne«a  of  their  heavenly  King, 
^  (E'en  as  a  troop  of  bees  now  seek  the  flowers,  7 

And  now  return  with  their  delicious  store, 
To  lay  it  up  aniid  their  woiou  bowen) — 
On  the  vast  flower  descended  from  above. 

Whence  from  its  numerous  leaves  agiun  thejr  softr 
Back  to  the  realm  where  et'er  dwells  their  Love. 
The  looka  of  all  were  bright  with  living  flame,  13 

With  gold  tlif  ir  pinions — and  their  forms  so  white, 
No  (mow  such  perfect  purity  could  claim. 
Fanning  thf ir  plumage,  as  wit1i  wing  untire<l 
From  round  to  round  they  on  the  flower  alight. 
They  impart  the  peace  and  love  they  have  acquired 
I^or  by  their  rapid  paasage,  as  thcv  fly  19 

Bctwiit  the  Flower  and  Fuuntiun  of  their  blisa, 
Waa  aught  of  splendour  lost  unto  mine  eye. 
For  through  the  world  the  Bay  divine  is  sent 
Where  o'er  most  worthy  of  that  light  it  is ;  - 
Nought  having  power  to  cauae  impediment. 
Is  this  blest  realm  where  spirits  of  ancient  days  2S 

And  modem  meet,  in  enuless  bliss  to  dwell, 
All  to  one  Point  their  sight  and  ardours  raise. 
0  Trinal  Light — Thyself  oue  single  Star, 
^       Who  with  thy  sparks  conteutest  them  so  well, 
F       Look  down,  and  see  the  storm  in  which  we  are ! 
^    If  the  Barbarians,  (coming  from  that  land  31 

I  O'er  which,  as  round  she  wheels  with  her  dear  son, 

SB.  Thi '■  (plilu  of  mdnit  aiid  modini  iuji"  »r*  tlia  Mofbld  baad 
Tufltrr  nuotiatwd,  rii.  A.ti|rrl>  uiil  ^ainti.  Tlw  «jt»  of  both  an  flied  on 
ChrtoL  30.  Li.  The  dUtrcaanf  Italj— tntlikc  atoMl  is  tba  M»- 

~    fttt, »  tooiibvd  Puxf.  <i.  77. 
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Doth  Helice  take  up  her  daily  Bt&nd) 
Beholding  Home  and  all  her  biuldingB  rast. 

When  liie  the  Lateran  mortal  works  were 

Into  eitreme  astoniahment  were  east ; 
I  who  from  earth  to  an  immortal  fane 

Had  pasaed, — from  time  into  eternity — 

From  Florence  to  a  people  just  and 
What  fiilneaa  of  aatoniahmeat  waa  mine  1 

Burelj  betwixt  amaze  and  joj'  did  I 

To  shut  my  ears,  and  close  my  lips  incline. 
And  like  a  pOgrim  who  with  fond  delight 

Surveys  at  length  the  temple  of  hia  yott. 

And  hopea  one  day  ita  wonders  to  recite ; 
So  through  that  living  light  with  searching  kea 

The  varied  ranka  I  contemplated, — now 

Aloft,  now  down,  now  round  and  round  agaii 
Looks  I  beheld,  to  charity  inviting. 

Decked  with  another's  light,  and  their  own  smile, 

And  gestures,  every  seemly  grace  uniting. 
The  general  outline  now  of  Paradise 

My  sight  had  comprehended ;  though  the  white 

On  no  one  part  ware  firmly  fixed  my  eyes  : 
And  with  rekindled  eagerness  I  sought 

Some  knowledge  from  my  Lady's  lips  to  drnw 

Of  thii^  which  were  suspended  in  my  thought. 
I  meant  one  thing — another  met  my  sight ; — 

I  looked  around  for  Beatrice,  but  saw 

An  old  man,  like  the  rest  in  raiment  bright. 
Over  his  cheek  and  brow  was  shed  a  beam 

Of  joy  benjgoant  and  compasHionnte, 

Such  as  a  tender  father  might  beseem. 
"And  where  is  she?"  I  suddenly  inquire. 

Then  he :  "  To  terminate  thy  anxious  state, 

I  left  my  place  by  Beatrice'  desire. 
Iiook  up,  and  there  will  she  be  seen  again  8T 

33.  The  limd  round  which  Relke,  i.e.  the  TJru  MBJar.  «b»^  it  thtt 
Id  the  north,  whence  the  bBibariaiiB  came ;  her  hd — BooCm.  39. 

Bitter  u  the  reproBch  convejed  in  this  oonCmat  or  the  heavenly  JeroNlan 
with  (he  iDJiutice,  the  diauiiion.  and  the  madneM  of  the  FlorentiDe  peoiile. 
00.  «.B.  With  the  light  of  God.  63.  Beatrice  bad  returaed  to  htt 

wit,  in  the  higheal  grade  of  the  third  circle  of  the  Hon;  and  is  ba 
MMil  Su  Bernwl  gppcan,  ckd  in  the  vbite  nibei  of  Iha  SibiM, 
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Within  the  tliird  snd  most  cxaltt-d  roilnd. 

Throned  in  the  seat  that  her  desertB  obtnin." 
"Without  a  word,  I  raiiM.'J  mine  eyen  above, 

And  saw  her  with  ft  beauteous  chaplet  crowned, 

Befltvting  the  eternal  raja  of  love. 
80  great  a  distance  is  not  mortal  eje,  78 

When  in  the  lowest  depth  of  ocean  caat, 

From  thftt  high  realm  whence  thunder  rends  the  akj, 
Ab  wm  my  eight  from  Beatrice  removed ; 

And  yet  the  intervening  distance  vast 

No  obstacle  to  clearest  »iaion  proved. 
"  0  I<ady,  upon  whom  my  hope  in  placed,  79 

And  who,  salvation  to  work  out  for  me, 

Haat  left  Hell's  precincts  with  thy  footsteps  trued,— 
To  thee  my  praise  and  gratitude  are  due. 

Whose  grace  and  power  enabled  mo  to  see 

The  wondrous  things  here  opened  to  my  view. 
A  slave  before,  thou  hast  released  me — thou  85 

By  every  art  and  mode  that  ooiild  be  tried 

Didst  win  the  trccdom  that  I  cherish  now. 
Contbue  thy  mimiflcenco  to  me. 

So  that  my  soul,  which  thou  hast  purified. 

May  quit  its  mortal  bonds,  approved  by  thee." 
Such  was  my  prayer. — With  imilc  upon  aer  face  9L 

She  looked  on  me,  although  bo  far  removed. 

Then  turned  to  the  £t«mal  Fount  of  grace. 
Whereat  the  agi>d  Siiint :  "  To  happy  end 

That  thou  maycst  bring  thyst^ps,  Dy  Heaven  spprore^i— 

Which  Priiycr  and  Lore  eujoined  me  to  bcfrieud,— 
Over  this  garden  now  direct  thy  sight ;  07 

Bo  shall  thy  visage  more  acute  be  made 

To  bear  the  fervour  of  the  heavenly  Light. 
And  mar  the  Queen  of  heaven,  who  in  my  heart 

Kindles  the  fiame  of  love,  her  gracious  aid 

For  her  devoted  Bernard's  soke,  impart." 
Like  one  who,  from  Croatia  come  to  seo  108 

Our  Veronica,  (image  long  sdorod) 

GarjTS,  as  though  cant«;ttlie  ne'or  could  bo, — 


don  (o  limbs  to  psnssdi   Vir^I  to  1 
(Inf.  U.  62.)  104.  TbaVvvnloaa,  srtnunMubluioa,  utpiinm 

of  CfariM  >a|rpo«ed  to  have  ben  minBaleatlj  InprhilHl  upon  s  biodkar- 
■ '  '    -        -   '  ji  (|i«  ChoTEh  of  St.  PeWr  u  Ruon. 
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Thus  masing,  wbile  the  r*lic  is  portrayed, — 
"  Jesus  my  God,  my  Saviour  and  my  Lord, 

0  were  thy  features  these  I  eee  displayed  1" 
E'en  such  wm  I,  while  feasting  ou  the 

Of  his  warm  charitr,  who  bercbelo' 

That  bles^^  peace  oy  coDtemplatioai  knew. 

Then  he:  "O  son  of  grace! — while  eocli  onui 
TVrapa  thee,  this  ble^ed  life  thou  canst  not 
Holing  thine  eree  bent  dnwo  in  woadenng  gase. 

But  view  the  circles,  e'en  the  most  remote. 
Until  the  Queen  upon  her  throne  thou  aees^ 
To  whom  this  realm  is  eubiect  and  derote." 

I  nised  mine  eyes ;— and  as  in  morning's  prida 
More  beauteous  at«  the  regions  of  the  east 
Than  where  the  sun  declines  at  eventide ; 

So,  with  my  eyesight  traseUing,  aa  it  weiie, 
From  Tale  to  mount,  I  saw  the  extremity 
More  decked  with  splendour  than  the  fiunt  appesr. 

And  as  on  earth  the  horizon  glows  more  bright 
Where  Phcebus  is  expected,  while  the  sky 
In  other  (juarters  shows  diminished  li^t ; 

So,  in  the  midet,  a  liTelier  lustre  wor« 
That  peaceful  Ori£ame ;  while  either  side 
Beiaxed  the  flame  that  lighted  it  before  : 

And  in  that  centre,  with  their  wings  outspread, 
Thousands  of  joyous  Angels  I  descried. 
On  ^och  of  whom  a  different  ray  was  shed. 

At  their  festiiity  and  gladsome  song 

1  saw  the  Vire;in  smiie,  whose  rwture  shot 
Joy  through  the  eyes  of  all  that  blcpaod  throng : 

And  even  did  the  words  that  I  posseea 


Equal  imagination,  I  should  not 

Dart.'  the  attempt  her  &intest  charms  to  expraas. 
"When  Bernard  now  perceived  mine  eyes  intent. 

And  stedl'at<t  fixed  upon  her  glowing  flame, 

His  eves  with  holiest  love  on  her  were  bent ; 
So  that  more  ardent  still  my  gaie  became. 

]  t«.  The  Vii^  Marj.  1S8.  Vhis  lenn,  in  Ita  oripm 

tian  dcDolin^  a  Hgnal  of  war,  i>  htn  applied  with  tbe  epilbet 
la  the  Viigiu  Uarj. 
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eease.  I 
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CANTO    XXIIL 

St.  Brmud  poioi*  out  the  two  diriiioiu  of  the  Rom- — rti.  Ili«  Sainli  of 
(ha  Old,  and  o(  ibc  Nrw  TaAimeni.  Among  Ibiw  srs  teen  Adam  hkI 
Sve — Jolin  the  B*pti«I — the  Vir^  Mar;— the  Aii|rel  Oabriel— St. 
Peter,  lie.  lie. 

Q±znia  on  her  whoBe  Son  brongLt  peace  to  man. 

That  mwlitatiTe  boiJ  instrurtion  awect 

Poured  forth,  and  thus  in  holy  words  began : 
"  The  ancient  iround  that  Mary  bound  ond  healed, 

She  opened,  who  is  sittiiig  «t  her  feet. 

In  form  of  perfect  loveliness  revealed. 
Beneath  her,  nuibine  in  the  third  decree, 

Ib  Bochcl  seated  further,  at  the  side 

Of  Beatrice,  a»  thou  thTself  raavst  iee. 
Sarah,  Rebecca,  Judith,  Kuth,  who  eare 

An  ancestress  to  the  sweet  Bard  that  cried, 

(His  Bin  lamenting) '  Pity  me,  and  saTO,' 
Arranged  in  various  rows  thou  mayst  survey, 

As  I  shall  call  them  by  their  several  names. 

While  upward  through  the  Koso  I  make  my  way. 
Lo,  sit  in  different  dt^rces  of  power. 

Each  aide  the  serenth  step,  the  Hebrew  Dameo, 

Dividing  erery  petal  of  the  Flower : 
For  these  are,  as  it  were,  a  wall  between  19   | 

The  sacred  stairs,  dividing  it  in  twain. 

According  as  their  &ith  in  Christ  hath  been. 
On  this  side,  where  the  Bose  may  he  perceived 

Perfect  throughout  its  leaves,  their  ranks 

Thoee  who  on  Christ  about  to  come  beliered 
Where  on  the  other,  intervals  are  made^  28 

The  aemicircleB  showing  vacancy— 

Are  thoM  whose  eyes  on  Christ  revealed  were  stayed. 

B.  SL  fiffurd— wbo  I*  nUl  smnng  upon  lb*  Vorls  Mtj.  8m  cad  tf 
VMcaato-  Sba,  hannf  bMl«l  the  wound  thai  £«■  had  laAieiiti  am 
■Mnttnrl.  k  iiptwaati^  with  tba  laller  ailang  U  bcr  fut.  6,  |b 

(be  nn|[mtano.  {UTlL  104.)  ah*  latba  ty]M  of  ConlHnptaitoB,  and  hna 
^altj  tU  itie  al  hHvcnl;  Vadan,  ■*  we  in  lubno.  il.  103.  11. 

Tha  Mla«eTt,orS1atpMlB— ceBpavdaftarthemunlrr  a(  Uriah.         If. 
Tha  Boaa  bdiTtUnliDtD  t>a  oonpiutuwaw,  miialaiiBC oT  tluMr  btfbnv  aai 
after  Chiwl,  Ij.  the  8ain(e  of  the  Old  and  at  Iha  Xi*  ' 
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Now  coDtemplat«  the  I 
■WLence  Faith,  as  vit 
Shall  equally  in  this 

And  know  that  downwi 
Which  in  the  middle 
No  one  ia  there  throi 

But  through  Another's 
For  all  these  soula  fre 
Ere  upon  choice  were 

This  may  you  be  coDvino 
You  take  to  mark  the 
Both  by  their  looks,  an 

Tet  now  you  doubt,  and  i 
Bot  though  your  bonds 
Will  strive  your  subtle 

Within  this  peaceful  king 
No  room  is  to  be  found 
No  dwelling  there  for  h 

For  in  this  realm  is  atablii 
Under  the  sanction  of  e 
As  to  the  fincer  answer 

Therefore  the  children  thj 
To  life  eternal,  not  witl 
Inherit  excellence  or  mi 

The  King  who  makes  this 
In  love  and  joy,  (so  tha 

CASTO   UtZU. 


Their  Bouta  urmtiog  ia  hia  gliul  asppct, 

Ab  pleased  bim  beat,  to  eweh  a  Jifferent  ^race 
Distributes ;  and  let  here  suffice  the  effect. 

And  this  disparity  ofmortalH'  doom  67 

Bcriptore  marks  clcorlj  in  the  twina  of  old 
Who  atru^led  when  within  their  mother's  womb. 

Vbercfore,  as  is  the  colour  of  the  hair. 
So  doth  the  Light  divine,  aa  meet  we  hold, 
Aaaign  the  wrvatha  of  graw— to  each  his  ehare. 

Henc^,  not  in  guerdou  of  their  deeds  on  earth,  78 

In  various  degrees  of  rank  they  ait, 
PifTering  but  as  grace  differed  at  their  birth. 

To  hold  the  fiiith  the  parent  held  before, 
SuiEcod,  with  innocence,  to  make  them  fit 
To  obtain  salvation  in  the  days  of  yore. 

jUter  the  earliest  ages  had  passed  hy,  79 

The  wing  of  innocence  in  every  male 
By  circumciHiou  gsined  &esh  purity  : 

But  when  the  time  of  grace  to  man  waa  willed, 
Tiipa  innocence  became  of  no  avul, 
Unlees  the  rito  of  baptism  were  fulfilled. 

Look  now  upon  the  fai.'O  that  ohieQy  Christ  85 

Ib«eiublea ;  since  the  glory  it  impartji 
May  give  thee  power  to  see  the  face  of  Christ." 

I  looked,  uid  witnessed  such  intense  delight 
Showered  down  upon  her  by  those  Angi-1  bcarta, 
(Gifted  with  wing*  to  fly  around  the  height) 

That  all  the  sights  which  I  had  seen  befora  91 

To  raise  such  wonderment  could  not  avail. 
Nor  such  a  likeness  to  the  Godhead  bore. 

And  now  that  Angel  who  erewUle  descended. 
And  seeing  Mary,  cried  :  "  Hail,  Mary,  hail," 
In  front  of  her  his  radiant  wings  extended. 

An  answer  to  that  minstrelsy  divine  87 

Bang  through  the  courts  of  heaven ;  so  that  eacli  &cb 
With  more  serenity  was  seen  to  shine. 

«  0  Holy  Father,  who  dost  deign  for  me 

Qg.  "  Wu  not   Hwd    Junb'i  brotbir  T  nllb   the    I^rd ;  JM   I  lovad 
Juwb."     Mklul'il.e;    unrrmd  U>  b<r  St.  I>au1,  KamsM  tz.  la, 
n^ant  (o  Uu  prcrsnriuia  of  tb«  Jowi  (o  tb*  Qrttlitm.  U.  Th*  fiN« 
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But  since  tlie  allotted  TJEion  soon  muBt  ccaae, 
Here  pause  we — like  a  skilful  tailor,  who 
Will  I'ut  the  coat  according  to  the  piece. 

Towarda  the  Firet  Love  direct  we  now  our  eyea. 
That  of  his  glory  thou  mayat  Biutch  a  view, 
Au  far  as  given  to  mortal  facultiea. 

But  truly,  Irat,  the  while  thy  winge  are  atrninod. 
Thinking  to  make  advance,  thou  retrograde. 
Behoves  thee  that  by  prayer  be  gnee  obtained — 

Gnce  at  her  lianda  who  can  such  gift  imnart ; 
And  my  rei]ue8t  do  tliou  so  warmly  aid, 
That  with  my  prayer  accordant  be  thy  heart  i" 

Thia  holy  aupplication  then  hL>  made. 


CANTO   XXXIIL 


AKGOMENT. 

8(.  BotwrI  ioTokn  Uu  Virfrin  Mar;  in  behalf  at  DuiU'i  daiire  lo  •■•  ^ 
OnrSavkiin'.     Fsroared  Tithiba  bMtiflo vuiun, he  tt«cnb(*  (be  Tnni^, 
ChriilaDM  babeld.  ba  nadergoea  tush  a  change,  Ui*tbii<iwii  «UI  givM 
pkettoihe  >fDarG<>d. 

"  O  ViBOOf  Mother,  daughter  of  thy  Son ! 
Humblest,  yet  most  exalted  of  our  race, 
Foretaat  of  counsel  in  the  Etcrual  One, — 
Han's  nature  thou  didst  raise  to  auch  high  atation. 
That  his  Creator  thought  it  no  di^rsce 
To  vail  Bis  glory  in  His  own  creation. 
"Within  thy  womb  renewed  ita  ancient  power 
That  love,  beneath  whose  vivifying  glow 
Fut  forth  its  buda  in  peace  thia  blessed  Flowsr. 
Here  unto  us  a  tnid-day  torch  thou  art 
Of  Charity ;  and  Duto  men  below 
The  living  etreama  of  Hope  thou  dost  impart. 
I^T,  to  thee  such  worth  and  power  are  giren, 
Tliat  whooo  grace  desires,  and  oaks  not  thee^ 
Desire*  to  fly,  without  a  win^,  to  heavtai. 
Thy  kindneaa  auccoureth  iiot  hun  alone 

tWho  asks  thy  aid  i  but  oft  spontaneously 
Buns  in  advance,  and  ia,  oiuuked  for,  ahown. 


1.  n.D 


ind  t,  wbo  never  longed  mrse 
Tbat  view  more  varraly  tba 
TTiwe  all  my  prayera ;  (and  i 

That  by  thv  prayers  thou  won 
Of  the  mortality  that  dima  h 
So  uato  him  may  God  his  ii 

And  I  again  implore  thee,  glor 
Whose  power  is  etjual  to  thj 

Aid  him  «ieh  earth-bom  impu 
Behold  how  Beatriqc.  and  al 
AsBiHt  me  while  I  pray  with 

Those  eyes  beJoved  of  God  Uk 

How  grtttefiil  to  her  soul  are 

Then  to  the  Light  Eternal  wer 

On  which  crated  being,  thoi 

"With  sharpest  ken,  so  clear! 

And  I  wbo  \Q  the  End  of  all  A 

Wad  DOW  approaching,  quern 

The  ardour  of  my  80ul-<wn8Q 

Bernard  made  signal  to  me  wit 

To  look  above  ;  but  of  mysel 

Anticipated  his  desire  the  wl 

^^^^  ■  Tor  now  my  vision,  clearer  ths 

CAjno  xsnn. 


And  whim  the  drenm  hath  passfil  awaj",  retoiiu 
The  impreBaion,  though  impaired  its  imagea ; 

IT  en  00  am  I ;  wbo  though  hath  sunk  to  Doughl 
The  Bight  I  saw  eatranced,  yet  in  my  mind 
Fe«i  all  the  swectnew  that  the  vision  wruught. 

Before  the  sun  thiu  melta  the  snow  away ; — 
Thus,  at  the  impultte  of  a  gentle  wind, 
"Wens  swept  the  traces  of  the  Sybil'**  lav. 

0  Sovran  Light !  who  doit  eialt  thee  hign 
Above  all  thoughtti  that  mortal  may  conceive, 
Becall  thy  semblance  to  my  mental  eye ; 

And  let  my  tongue  record  the  wondroua  stoiy, 
That  I  to  nations  yet  unborn  may  leave 
One  spark  at  least  of  thy  Hurpaaaing  glory : 

So,  my  verac  rising  to  a  higher  sound, 
And  memory  taught  the  vision  to  retrace, 
More  glory  to  thy  Victory  shall  redound. 

1  deem  tbe  splendour  of  that  living  ray, 
Had  dashed  to  earth  mv  every  hope  of  grace. 
Hod  1  shrunk  back  ana  turned  mine  eyea  away  : 

But  I  remember  well  that  I  became 

Bolder,  until  my  eyes  endured  the  sight, 

And  reached  the  utmost  splendour  of  the  Flame. 

O  plenteous  Grace  that  nerved  my  soul  to  raise 
So  fiit  a  look  on  the  Eternal  Light, 
That  I  achieved  the  object  of  my  gaiel 

'Within  ita  depth  I  saw  that  by  the  chains 
Of  love,  in  one  solo  volume  was  confined 
Whate'er  the  universal  world  contains; — 

Babstancc,  and  accident — their  properties, 
Together  in  such  wondrous  manner  joiniad. 
One  ghmpso  is  all  my  utmost  skill  supplia^ 

Methinks  I  saw  the  uniTersol  mould 

Of  all  this  globe  ; — such  thrilling  ertu^ 
Expands  my  heart,  as  I  the  eight  unfold. 

Deeper  oblivion  hath  one  moment  made 
In  mo,  than  all  the  centuries  gone  by 

75.  n«  viettCT  of  Cbtitl  crunflnl.  88.  SubMuoe,  that  wUdi 

•iUMioflMrU'—MCUmt,  thai  which  lubnitt  In  depwdaiM  oa  sBOtlMr, 
SI.  L<. "  Oa«  nnoMit.  alapHd  ifter  ihs  Tiuoo,  DCGMMMd  a  tT«Msr  Ibra 
fclai—  of  what  h»  had  Mao,  than  Ihr  fln  and  mtatj  o*DturM«dapa*d  w 
th«  Arpmaul  uptdibou,  had  omaaioned  of  thai  rvcnl.'' — I^unbardi, 
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^ciauHn  ine  one  ec 

And  every  thing 

Initisperfecte( 

Henceforth  my  ace 

(So  scant  ie"  men 

By  iniiiut  utterec 

Not,  that  the  Jiviuj 

Multit'onn  aspect 

It  still  continued 

But  to  mine  eyes  in 

That  Object  upoi 

Seemed,  as  I  chat 

Within  that  EBseno 

Three  Circles  I  b. 

Though  ofanequi 

Tbe  One  the  reaex  o 

As  Iris  of  herself; 

Ecjualiy  breathed,  i 

*Jbl  how  are  words  i 

My  least  conceptio 

■And  even  this  how 

O  Light  Eternal,  in  ti 

Enshrined,  and  by ' 

Object  of  love  audi 

That  second  Circle,  w, 

Was  like  in  semblai 

WTien  somewhat  ate 

Was  painted  inwardly 
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The  wme  with  which  is  oar  own  ima^  dight, 

Wherefore  on  it  I  wholly  bent  my  view. 
Oeometrician,  acarehing  eagerly  1 

To  Btjuare  the  circle,  sotts  and  aeeks  in  tub 

A  pnncipto  that  may  bin  wants  suppiv  ; — 
Such  mv  dcttire  to  learn  how  could  coiobine 

The  Circle  and  the  Image,  and  to  gain 

A  knowledge  of  their  Unity  Dirine. 
But  vainly  my  own  wing*  to  this  aspired  j  1 

When  such  a  splendour  struck  me  from  abore. 

It  straight  accomplished  all  I  had  desired. 
Tho  glorious  Vision  here  my  poweire  o'ercame;— 

But  now  my  will  and  wiBh  were  swayed  br  Lovfr— 

(As  turns  a  wheel  on  etery  side  the  same) 
Love — at  whose  word  tho  sun  and  pUneta  more. 

130.  L».  "  Suob  wBi  n;  uuist;  to  cauipnhalid  toir  Dw  DiTtiM  utd 
huDun  lutura  of  Clirin  wars  uniud, — >  myitery  nmlsd  u  ma  oolj  }tj 
ta  Mlrwrdinwy  iafiuuin  of  Dirliio  Gnoc"  143.  "  (lod,  tbs  fiiM 

Kurcc,  bFinn  reached  and  leni,  Dothinp  more  can  bo  deairad,  liDM  ha  k 

Alpba  and  Umr^i The  work  eoda  in  God  wbo  » 

DMtiottku  of  Uw  FMadian. 
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Aldobnutdeiehi,  Purg.  li.  99. 
Aldobrandi,  7«gg:liiiua,  l"f,  ii  71  i 


AlcaaaDdro,  Inf. 


Alexander  Pfa«r,  Inf.  lii.  I 
Aleiaader  the  Oreal,  Inf.  i 
Aleinndria,  Purgr.  viL  196. 
All,  Inf.  xiviii.  33. 
AUchlno,  Inf.  xxi.  1 


jGlhiDp,  Par.  xii.  109. 
Afiic,  Pui^.  xxx.  90;  iii 

A£icanus,  Purg.xxix.  116 
Agnmemaon,  Par.  v.  60. 
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110;  ixx.  86.     Pit.  iii.  108. 

Auwmin,  Pur.  viil.  01.                           ^^H 

Apollo,  Par.  i.  14)  ii.  8. 

AubKt,  Purg.  xiili.  69.                    ^^^H 

ApuliB,Inr,nviii.7i  Purf.TU.ISO. 

AuBtriaii,Inf.iiiii.25.Purg.vi.07.^^^H 

Apuliaiu,  Inf.  xxTJii.  IS. 

ATenttne,  Inf.  ixv.  !6.                     ^^M 

Aquariiu,  Inf.  xiiv,  8. 

AiUToea,  Inf.  iv.  1 44.                           ^^H 

Avicene,  Inf.  IT.  |4S.                           ^^H 

Aqiulon,  Purg.  xuii.  09. 

BabfloD,  Par.  iiiii.  134.                     ^^^H 

AquinsB.  Purg.  11.  09  i  pK-.J<.S9i 

Bacnhiglione,  Inf.  it.  113.                  ^^H 

lii.  H4;  liv.e. 

Ba^ichua,  Inf.  xi.  SU  i  Purg.  iriiL^^H 

Arabiaa.  Tar.  vi.  49. 

93  ;  Par.  xiii-                                    ^^H 

ArauUm.Inf.jvii.  IB  j  Piug.  »ii.  43. 

BegnBcaral,  Purg.  xi>.  1  IB.              ^^^H 

Afbia,  luf.  z.  SO. 

Bagnoregio,  Par.  liL  1S8.                  ^^H 

Archwno,  Purg.  ».  95,  124. 

Oaplin,  3e«  JubD.                                ^^H 

Ardinghi,  Par.  ivi.  9!. 

Barbagia.  Purg.  xiiii  94.  06.          ^^M 

AretbuM,  Inf.  iiT.  98. 

Are»o,  Inf.  cdi.   4;   «ii.    109; 

J^^M 

.11.31.     PurB.Ti.l3. 

BarbuDW,  Par?.  iTJiLIig.              ^^H 

ArKeDti,Inf.v!li.til. 

U«ri,  Par.  «il.  63.                            ^^H 

AcgTa,Purg.  nil.  111. 

Bw,  l>olar,PurK.iT.6S.  Par.iiiLr.  ^^H 

Ar^D,  Par.  xuiH.  96. 

ATga*.  Vntg.  «ix.  96;  nxii.  6S. 

Bealrue  of  EmU,  Pui;.  riil.  79.          I^^H 

Ariadne,  Inf.  xiL  20;  Par.  ijii.  14. 

Beccaria.  Inf.  IiiU- 1 19.                     ^^H 

Arica,  Purg.  viii.    134.  Par.  xivUi. 

Bede,  Par.  I.  131.                                ^^H 

117. 

Bel«<]ua,  Purg.  iv.  123.                     ^^H 

Ari.totle,  Inf.  if.  ISO  ;  xL  79,  08. 

Ucliwriua.  Par.  vi.  25.                     ^^H 

Purg.iii.  43. 

Bell-  della  Giano,  Par.  i* i.  131.      ^^H 

Ariu*.P»r.  liii.  137. 

BeUlnoiou,  Par.  IT.  112;  iii.U9.    ^^H 

Arl«.Inf.  U.  112. 

Uelua,  Par.  a.                                     ^^M 

Amaod,  Purff.  xxtL  Hi. 

Bdaabab,  Inf.  xiiir.  127.              ^^H 

Bemardin,  t^ii^.  >ir. 
BemudaD,  P.  Par.  i 
Bertlu,  Pu-.  liii.  130 
Berti.    See  Belliaoioi 


lar.  I 


:ji.  106. 

t.  us. 


Cwsi 
Csci 


10 


10 

Bologna,  Inf.  iviu.&A;  iiiu.  lOS,  C<^ 

lU.    Pur^.  xii.  100.  Clbo 

ibanm,  Pur^.  iii«.  84.  Coisj 

Boniboe   VIII,  Inf.  six.  &1.  83;  Cairi 

PiirK.ii.67.    Vmi.ii.  Cain, 


i.  aa; 


BoDiraw,  Purj. 
Baaturo,  Inf.  ixx.  41. 
Borcw,  Pht.  iiriii.  79. 
Borvo,  Par.  XT>.  136. 
Boraia  dj  Bertraod,  Inf . 
"      18. 

Inf.  iTi.  70. 


^  I4B. 


29, 


Cafna 
Calat 
Calbo 
Oalbo 
1.134;  Caloa 
Caleb 


i.  I3T,  110,     Cams 


^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^IV^_^_I    ^^^^^^^1 

^^^^^^^^JH  ^^^H 

^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^H            ^^^^H 

^P^PHIP 

OoOruide.    Sea  Scolo. 

Inf.  III.  (W;  Purg.iLlSr;  w. 

Capaneua,  Inf.  lit,  63 ;  UT.  IG. 

07. 

C«p«t.  HBRh.  Pnrff.  II.  49. 

Clu«l«.  n.  Kinr  of  Naplo.,  Purs- 

CapDi»hia,lnf.xiii.l36;  lu.SS. 

vii.ie4;  Par.  vi.  108;  iii.127; 

CapooHo,  Par.irL  ISI. 

U.63. 

Capnia,  laf.  iiiiH.  63. 

ChorleaHartel,  Par.  vili.49;  ii.  1. 

CuriearD,  Puif.  ii.  S7 ;  Par.  ixrii. 

Chart™  of  Taloi.,  Inf.  ri.  68  ;  Purf . 

Caprooa,  tnf.  iii.  96. 

CharWi'wain,  Inf.  if.  114.        >^^| 

CapulBts,  Purr.  ri.  166. 

Charon,  Inf.  iU.  04,  1 09, 12a       ^^H 

Oardinal  the,  Uf.  i.  IWt. 

CariMDda,  Inf.  mi.  136. 

Cliiana,  Par.  xiii.  84.                     ^^M 

CBrlio,  Inf.  xiiU.  M. 

Carpigna  di  G..  Purg.  zir.  08. 

Chiuii,  Pars.  ixvlU.  SO.                ^^M 

Camra.  Inf.  ii.  48. 

CbiAyen,  Pur;.  lil.  IDO.               ^^H 

CamlD,  Pni'.  iii.  134. 

Chiron,  Inf.  tii.  65,  ftc. ;  Fnrr.fl^H 

CMiOodJ.  Inf.  IX.  96. 

T^M 

C:M<dla.Parir.  ii.9l. 

Chiuri,  Par.  Hi.  76. 

OMOting,  Inf.  m.  6B ;  Puif.  *.  M. 

ChriM,  Inf.  iv.  37,  B3;  Puw.  «, 

OMKiodelJ..  Purs.*.  6;. 

87,90;  «i.  8;  iiBi.  74  ;  xivi. 

CwcrodelO,  Inf.  nriii.  77. 

129;    iiiii.   101;    Par.  ri.  14; 

Curina,  Pv.  »di.  87. 

vii.  40  ;  ix.  190  i  ii.66:  xii.  Tl, 

OiMiui,Inf.n«i*,67;  P«r.vi.74. 

73,  TS;  liT.  104,  108, 108;  xvii. 

Oartal  da  G.,  Purg.  iri.  I2&. 

61;  iil.71,104;  Xi.  48;  xxUi. 

Gutor,  Pn^.  It.  61. 

20,72;  xiT.iS;  ECTi.63;  xirii. 

Canrocara,  Purf.  liT.  116. 

40;  USL3;  uiii.  SI,  St,  27, 

Oatahn.Inf.iiiii.  1D4,  118. 

86.196.     BtMjMUi. 

Colnloniii,  Par.  T.ii,  77. 

CtaHitiani.  Inf.  nvii.SB;  Putf.x. 

C»M.  iDf.  lir.  IS  ;  PuTf.  i.  31 ;  ii. 

121;  xiii.  73,  90;  P«.  t.  73; 

lie. 

IV.   135;    lix.    109;    xx.   104; 

OatriB.  Pur.  «i.  lOB. 

xiiT.  62,  107;iirii.40;«l.       ^^ 

CattoUga,  Inf.  iitiii.  79. 

Cliryuatom,  Pv.  iii.  l.W.            •_^H 

Ciuoo,  Inf.  vi.  63,  68.                 I^^H 

«i.e7. 

Ciampolo.  Inf.  nii.  48.               ^^H 
GmoS,  Inf.  xir.  «3.                    ^^M 

Caralcuitf.     See  Budn. 

Gauriii,Inf.  Ii.  114. 

Ci-DKbelli^  Par.  xr.  1S8.             ^^M 

Ceeiliui.    BrcSMthia. 

Cm«ao,  Par.  i.  198.                   I^H 

Csoina,  Inf.  xiii.  9. 

Cin..bue,P«,,.xLM.               J^H 

CclMtine,  Inf.  iii.  M. 

Cincian.tua;Pu^.Ti.48;xr.  HM^H 

Oentanrs,  Inf.  iii.  60. 

Circe,  Inf.  ixvi.  91 ;  Pui^.  xi*.«|^^| 

C«p«ui,Inf.iiviH.  18. 

CirinHo,  Inf.xxi.  ISS;  xiii.  66.    ^^1 

Carbenu.Iof.Tl.  IS,  82.31;  ii.  98. 

Clara,  Si.  Pu-.  iii.  98. 

Corcbi.  Par.  iri.  88. 

Clemenl  IT..  POk.  Pui^.  iii.  1S4. 

Cera,  Putr.  iniii.  49. 

Clemrat  r.  Inf.  xix.  63  ;  Par.  loi. 

Certaldo,  Par.  iri.  60. 

82;  »xrii.  56;  HI.  141. 

Cerria.h.f.iiTli.49. 

Cl«menia,  Par.  ii.  1.                         ^^H 

C««na,  Inf,  nrii.  63. 

Cieopatn,  Inf.  r.  03  ;  Par.  n,  Tt^^M 

Ceoia.  Inf.  xiTi.  III. 

Cietu*.  Par.  xiiii.  41.                   ^^^H 

Charitnuigne.  Inf.  mi.  17;  Par. 

Clio.  Pnnr.  xiii.  68.                        ^^H 

»i.ee;  iTiii.  44. 

CIntbD,  Pur;,  iii.  37.                  ^^H 

CtUTlM  I.  al  ABJDU,  Kins  of  Napln, 

CIpuno,  Par.  svii.  1.                  ^^M 

CoDBUDtiae,  Inf  ,;, 
1*5;  Par.  vi,  1-  I-  . 
Conti  Quidi,  p^,  ^ 
CoDMiuitiQopU,  Par 
Cornelia.  Inf.  iv  inn 


i.64, 


-uuBBinUQople, 
Cornelia,  Inf.  i,.,^^    „ 
Coraeto,  d«  H.  Inf.  „i.  j; 
CoroBto.  Inf.  xiii  9 
Conic,  Pnry.  ivji,.  ^ 

Conw.     SwDoMti. 

^°»*^.  Pa^.  iii.  124. 

9«^n».  Emprea.    See  Co 

Crete,  Inf.  lij.  j  ]  .  ^j^  -. 


Creiaij  |^_ 
CfOBli.,  Par.  „,j^  jUj 
Crotona,  Pnr,  riii,  63, 
t^aniUM,  Pit.  ;,.  on 
Cupid,  Pa,  rti,  7 
Corintli,  Par.  vi.  30 
Curio.  Inf.  ix-riii.  101 
(-■umuio.  Purg,  ivi  ig^ 
Cyprian,  lof.  Myjii,  gg 
&:«^°P<.Jnf.,iv.66. 
<-jrrha.  P«r.  i.  36. 
CpTU.  Purg.  lii.  ee. 
Vj^eroa,  Pu^.  ,„    , 

0«daliM,  rnf-iyiLlii. 
P".  viii.  188.  ' 

Jiniano,  P,  p„,  ^_  jjg^-- 


BUat,  Piu^.  uiii.  60.  I^inntraitii,  Pt.  xii.  146 

With,  tat.  iiTi.  %i.  I-Biiu,  lul.  iiTiii.  70;  Purg.  T.  70. 

IDfaK  liiC»Ti.»4.  FuiUiU,  Pur(.  tiir.  131. 

—         ~            ""'  Fkrfkiirilo,  Iiitui.lS3:  iiii.  M. 
"    *       1,  Inf.  Ti.ra;  1.  3i, 
t,  G.  Pv.  ili.  79. 

Bm,  Pw.  ivI.  I«4.  Foltni,  Inf.  1.  106;  Pu.  U.  &£. 

^pvdodM,  Inf.  Ir.  138.  Femim,  Pu.  ii.  U;  xt.  137. 

b^uui,  fvg.  rti.  131).  KMole,  Inf.  x*.  6S,  7t ;  Pu.  Ti. 

^kl>,  Pv.  >il.  I9S.  G4 ;  ni  HI. 

^Im.  Phi;,  xnili,  fil.  Unchl,  Pui^.  ill.  09. 

Int.  mi.  94, 108.  I^gxbliH.  Pv.  x*i.  50. 

Id£  1. 13.  Pilippewhi,  Purg.  *L  107.                H 

jqaaar,  thitg.  It.  SO.  Pilippo.     ^  Argctiti.                     ■■ 

b^Pw.  T>.fi0.  FI<««(boa,  Inf.  liT.  lie.                ■ 

Atahtbo,  Inf.  Ii.  es.  >1t>u.  luf  T>i>-  19, 04.              ^M 

b^Tla,  Pbte-  >ii-  to.  Plnniiig*,  Inf.  XT.  4.                        ^1 

MicAtbH,  Pufy.  zxiii.  SS.  Rurnioa,  Inf.  i.  93  ;  x*.  77  |  SfL 

mjaait.  Inf.  ii.  4B.  73  ;  iiit.  144  ;  utI.  I  ;    luH 

fcw^Pia.  riil.  181.  ""     " 
BM*  dft  Am,  Purg.  r.  7T. 
■■•daOUuo.  laf-iiL  1 1 1 1  itia  06. 
■tthv.  Purs.  >'ni-  SB. 

amtla,  InC  iXTi.  94 ;  Parg.  xiii.  ix  ii.  na. 

M.  Florentina,  lot.  tUL  63  ,-  itfi. 

BlUotiil,  Inf.  uiT.  88 ;  >nir.  4S.  luiiL  13.    Pv.  in.  86. 

BWop,  Pu-.  ui.  100.  Pcnocin,  Inf.  uilL  63. 

org.  nil.  92.  Fawn,  Inf.  iiTlii.  M. 

i.  99;  lij.  71;  ziii.  Poloo,  tV.  li.  M. 

uii  38.  PonM,  rai%.  uiii.  48,  76;  i 


SmiK  Pan-  >»iU-  130 1   "^iii- 

Fdrtl.Inf.jiti.99;  ini  43. 

1*7. 

Fortnn«.laf.r«.61.    Pnnr.  lix.  6. 

Bnphnta,  P«r.  xaiifl.  113. 

Fnaa,  Inf.  lii.  B7.      Pu^.  rii. 

tehadM.  Pnn.  xiii.  100. 

110;  It  61,  70. 

lUn^ft,  hr.  iiTil.  84. 

■nrop..  Puy.  rtii.  1*3  i  Pb.  ri.  6  i 

FruMta  St.  Inf.  xivU.    68,    lU. 

rt.  48. 

Pu.ii.a7,7ft;  uli.Mi  sutt. 

Xarat,  Pu.  TiiL  69. 

36. 

lannlDi,  lar.  1. 107. 

Fnooo,  PoTf .  li.  M. 

&.££{,  P»».  >xi>.  100. 
&H«liDD.Ii>Lx>L110;  Ptr.  ii.3». 

Predate  TegvoB.  Pa>c.  iJ*.  IM. 

Pmlerlal.     8c*  U«rb««K 

FndcrwII.  Eapaw.  Inf.  i.  1 19 ; 

VMM.  Pnrg.  xiT.  100. 

iHi.  59 ;    ulii.  M.     Purg.  xtL 

Phbll.PB.ti.  48.     - 

t«0.    P«r.iii.ne. 

PUlcldiH,  Plug.  u.  3S. 

Pndtrio  11.  of  BkHlT,  Pur.   Tii. 
119,    Pv.itl.  I>7;  II.  63. 

PMau,  Int.  luii.  123 ;  Purf .  lir. 

101. 

Fnoeb,  InH  uTiL  44 ;  inU.  tltl 

PMula.     8*Pi<»l«. 

nil.  lea.    Pkt.  Tlii.  76. 

,      MuroDk.    laL  iitdi.  K;    Piirf. 

Frhahodcra.  Int  xuL  61. 

L          «T.  17. 

I 


^^^H^^^^^^^l 

^m    4SS                                          ^^^^^^ 

V          Fucd  Vumi,  mr.  iilv.  13B. 

Gicaaiui.  Pm^-   »-  W;   riH.  71.  ^ 

■           Fulcieri.    SeeCHlboti. 

Par.  in.  80. 

■           Fi>ri«.  Inf.  ix.  3e. 

Gluda,  Par.  iTi.  139.                           J 

■            Oibricl,  Par?.  X.  34.    Pbf.  It.  4S 

Giudecoa,  Inf.  Mxir.  117.          -      1 

ii.   138;   liv.    36;    xiffi.  B3 , 

Oinlinno.  8.  Inf.  »sui.  tt^^H 

xxiii.  91. 

Giuoohi,  Par.  xvi.  I04.        d^^^H 

Oaddo,  Inf.  nliii.  88. 

Glauous.  Pot.  I.  68.            ^^^M 

0»dai,  Pw.  iiTii.  W. 

GlutUmi,  Inf.  •<.                   ^^^H 

^            Gniel*,  lof,  xiTi.  9a.    Piu-.TMi.Q3, 

Godfrey.  Pu.  xnu.  47.      ^^^H 

K           GBk.Purir.KTi.l-IS. 

Oomiu,  Inf.  ixii.  SI.         ^^^H 

■           Onleot.  Inf.  t.  137. 

Oorgan,  Inf,  U.  5S.              ^^^H 

B            Gal<HMio.     Purg.  viii.  80. 

Oor^ona,  Inf.  ..(iij.  St.    ^^H 

W           Oalie>..P»-.i><'.  13. 

Gooeno.  Inf.  n.  78.           ^^^H 

^            GHltoo.  Inf.iY.14B. 

G»lig»ici,  Pu-.  ivi  101. 

Gration,  Par.  X.  103.                              ' 

Griita,  Puts,  vii.  no. 

G«ri,  Par.  lyi.  88. 

G»llBni.lnf,ixl).82.  Pury.  vni.  60. 

Oreec,  Inf....  108. 

Gsllmio,  P»r.  ,Ti,  B*. 

Oreciaa  or  Gitck,    laf.  xt^  74; 

H            GaneUon,  Inf.  Ixx!i.  198. 

.11.08.  tsa.   Pvtf.iM.39-.  an. 

^b           Gsagts,   Purg.  ii.  G  ;  ixrii.  4  ;  ir. 

83,     Par.  ».  09;  «.  56. 

H               S3.     P»..i.M. 

Gregory,  St.  Punr.  X.  74.     Pw.st 

V           Ganymede.  Purp.  ii.  E3. 

106;  xxfiiL133. 

^           Oarfa,  Inf.  «.  84. 

Greyhound,  Inf.  i.  101. 

Gardingo,  Inf  xiiu.  103. 

Oriffolina.  luf  «i..  109;  va.tU 

OaKOD,  P»r.  xTii.  80;  xitH.  08. 

Grjffon,  Purg.  .li..  J07, 

Osmony,  Pury.  ii  66. 

Gualaadi,  Inf.  Ki.iii.  33. 

Oavilla.  Inf.  iiT.  ISl. 

Gualdo.  Par.  ri.  48, 

Gemini,  FiT..j.ii.  in.  ISS. 

Guilldrada,  Inf.  xri.  38. 

Oemaii,  Inf.  li.  106. 

Guallerotn",  Pm.  x»L  1S3. 

Oenevra,  Pnr.  iri.  15. 

Guido  da  Pmla,  Piuj.  rir.  ]  OS. 

Oenoa.Par.  ix.  BO. 

Guido,  Count,  Par.  .ri.  98. 

Qeu«M.  Irif.«xiii.  151. 

Quido  CaTalcanli,  Inf,  s.  63,  IlL 

Q«ntiln,  P»r.  ii.  104. 

Pui^. .,.  y?. 

Qentucm,  l>urK.  »«i».37. 

Ouido  del  Dun.  Pan.  nw.  81. 

fleoDiaacKrs,  Piirg.  »i».  4, 

GuidD  di  Carpijna,   Pnij.  xit.  ft. 

Geri  del  Bulla,  luf.  ivlx.  Sr,  30. 

m. 

OennHu,  luf.  ivii.ai. 

G«idodiBonati.I»f....ll«. 

QtTjria,  Inf.  xvii.  97,  133;    iiiii. 

Ouido  di  Cawero,  Inf.  sxtuu  17. 

10.       I*«^.  XXTli.  23. 

Guido  di  Ronwna,  Inf.  «..  !«. 

Gli™t,lDf.  If.  B.    P«r^.»«.46. 

^            GhilKllinM,P>r.  Ii.  103  ;  ixtii.  48. 

K          Ghiuo.  Purff.  ti.  14. 

Ouinevra,Piu-.  x*i.l5. 

^1         Obhwli.  Inf.  xviii.  66. 

Guiscard.    Bobart.  bit,  iwifi.  U. 

^B         GuDHrliBni,  Inf.  i>il.SB. 

Par.  ..i.i.  48. 

■^          Giima  d«l  Srllo,  Air.  X'i.  132. 

Guictone.  Puij.  ml,  IS4. 

Gianni  Schicohi,  Inf.  i...  32. 

Hamnn,  Pu^.  ani,  2B. 

Oibntttnr.  Inf.ii.i.  109, 

Hannibal,  Inf.  ixn,  117.    ftr.  n. 

Gideon.  Pury.  ii'*.  las. 

60. 

GilboB.  ftiry.  lii.  41. 

Hebrewi,  Purj.  iu».   13,^.     fc,. 

Oioito,  Purg.  xL  96, 

««ii.l7.                       

B 

U^ 

V 

ISDH.                                   463 

HMtDT,  laf.  ■*.  123.    Pu.  1 

ri.  CM. 

iHiah,  Pu-.  uv.  BI. 

P«mK  laf.  »i.  16. 

Iwr,  !>».  ti.  61*. 

Hden,  IdT.  t.  M. 

Uidiunu,  Pnr  i.  Ut. 

BbUm,  Par.  >i>i.  33, 

UtueDG,  Punr   iiii.  110. 

I.»,«n«^  P«rB.  „1U.  W. 

IIelle.panc.  Purg.  xiriii.  71. 

l4r»d,  Inf.  It.  fiSi     PBrj.  IL  46  i 

BeoTT  11.  ol  EfirUud,  IdC 

.  n*ui. 

Pw.  «t.  7i. 

136.     lof.  xu-IJO. 

lulj,  Inf.  i.  lUU;  iLllt;  xi.  61 : 

Smrj  lILof  E(igliu4,  luC  ) 

111.  ISO. 

xxii.64;  xxTil.  BH(   uiiii.  79  j 

Pure.  vii.  I3Q. 

Pnrj.  i..  7S.  Ui(riu.  06  j  «. 

HenrT  YI.  Emperor.  Par.  iu 

.  110. 

71;  ux.Sd;    Pu.U.SS;   uL 

Btnrr  VILBrnptiror,  Parg.  ■ 

ri.  103. 

108 i  ui.i37. 

pJ.x.>i.B3l   iju.  laU.I 

144. 

Jwob,  Pu.  vuL  131  i  an.  70. 

bMckliM,  Inf.  i*.  138. 

Junta  ll.of  Jm*ui,  Purf  .rtL  IIB. 

awtiU»,l>£ii'.33in* 

i.  108) 

Ja™<rfM<or«.  P.r.»i*.ia7. 

mi.  1.12. 

Jaowa,  St.  i-uff.  uilx.  14£  j  mU. 

Hnvtia,  tot  ii.  X.  Mid  xL 

78.  Pir.xiT.  l7to77. 

Bcni.    Em  Lnutder. 

January,  Par.  ixiiL  1 42.               I^^l 

r<ag. 

J-nua.  Par,  vi,  61.                        _,i^l 

Uii.  197. 

jmod.  Inf.  iTiu.  (Mj  i  six.  sfi  i  n^^H 

^M 

Ji-boaaphat.  Id/,  s.  11.                   .^H 

fiomcr,  Inf.  ■•.  ee,RS.    Puig.  ixi. 

Jvphlhah,  Par.  *.  86. 

M(- 

Jennie,  8u  Par.  xzU.  38. 

BoooiM  111.  Ftf .  li.  ». 

Jer>UHd»i.  Par*.  iL  9;  nlii.  »( 

BkuU.  Pu-,  ti.  StI. 

Par.  IU.  137  i  XET.  U. 

Jcau*,Par.xx.  lUA)  xx*.33inxU 

Bg««m.  Pgrt  »ii.  fit. 

107.    SMCbriic 

Himguj,  I>u^.nii.Mi  Ml. 

148. 

Jvn,  Inf.  xiui.   123>   riTiL  ST; 

Hot—.    BmC(«. 

Par.*.  80;  ni.  47  ;  xxu,  103. 

HjperioQ,  Par.  txii.  143. 

JoMhim,  Pv.  III.  141. 

Byp«pjk,   laf.  iviii.  03. 

Purr. 

Jmddb,  Hu.  III.  00. 

jmLIIS. 

Jaoaata.  Piur-  uii-  &T- 

lowiu,  Inr  xni.  lUO. 

JskD  th*  BapbM,  Int  nil.  144t 
m.  74  ;  Pm.  nU.  iK;  Fkr. 

Ids.  Inf.  lir.  ue. 

Ilerda.  Pur*,  xtiii.  lOS. 

It.   38;    id  30  ;   ifUL   lU  | 

lUoD,  Ii>r  i.  :&.    Piir«.  KU. 

C3. 

xiiii.31. 

InU.  ur.  ii'u.  «U. 

Jabn.  Si.  iba  Ennxeliat,  Inf.  six. 

106 1   Pars,  uut-  1('4  i  nulb 

lulb,  Induuk  Uf.  dr.  as. 

70 :  Par.  i*.  30 )  nj>.  I8l ;  ut. 

Purr. 

04;  luii.  1S7.                              ^_ 

Til.  73;  u>L  3li    uxil.    48. 

John.St.  Chuth,lsf.xix.lT.    ^^H 

flH.IIU.  101. 

John.  King  »f  KugUad,  toC  mll^^l 

J^bm,  fu,  lUE.  TO. 

bdhngMB.  Par.  lit  183. 

Jordao,  Vuf-  iriii.  13a  ;  Par.  <4^H 

Imocmi  III.  Pv.xi.VL 

Jw^,  iDf.  lu.  07.                     ^^1 

lot*.  Pu.  ii.  loa. 

Joabin,  Purs-  xi.  Ill  i    Pu.  t^H 

l«a  ;  itm.  37.                             ^^^B 

_  W^t«»I.  «..  W;  IV.xiLlOi 

Jota.    BesJupiUs.                             ^^H 

r    xxxai.119. 

Joba,  Par.  .L                                    ,^H 

i».  Kjiriii.  70.  96;"jtiii. 
JiudniaD.  Purp.  „.  ss ;  p„  , 


J*™*rtu«!io.     See  Fabbro. 
■l*™«'e,  Inf.  xiTii.  49. 
"noolot.  Inf.  ..  ise 
^•noiono.  Inf.  v.  108. 
I^nfranchi.  lof.  ujiii.  32. 
I«ngiB,  Pirrg.  uij.  ng, 
I*™'i  Inf.  liii.  ISO. 
J«KBw.  nil.  ID.!. 
J*P0.     See  SaltereUo. 
I«>flrau,  Inf.  cnii  S6 ;  Ptr.  «: 

Lrtn,  Pnij.  rti.  16;  tLM; 

LsSoiu,  Inf.  i>.  IS 
1-^"".    Lati«a, 


131  i  Par.  I.  B 


I«tDna,pu^ 

i*^»itt^  Inf.  i,.  lasj  ft,^. 

J-uTHice,  Sl  Pw.  if,  es. 
I«^.  PniF-  nTii.  101, 
^dCT,  Pury,  ntriii.  78, 


l;  Purg.ri  72,1 
II  vca  d'AncoDK.  Purs'.  *-  ^• 
UvoeUu,  Purg.  *i.  UG. 
Karsk,  tor.  ir.  I«B;  Purg.  L  SS. 
Hvoo,  Purg.  liT.  46,  130. 
"MaroDDW,  tor.  XIV.  SO ;  uix.  48 ; 
POTR.  I.  134. 

,,    wift  of    Loiili    IX.    of 
■,  Piuit-  Tii.  na  i  P«r.  tL 


laa. 


L  104  ;  Purg.  n 


.,  InfL  I 


.   144; 


iii.3l  ; 


«3;  TtU.132i  ziv.  100 
iXtILU. 

HuHlDn,  Pnrg,  iriii.  10 
Manju,  Par,  i.  ED. 
Harhn.  S«r,  Par.  xiil.  190 
Manin  IV.  Purg.  nil 
"'     r,  the  Virgin,  Purg. 


M. 


Htrr,  tl 
101; 


TUi.  3 
.   100; 


i.  t.     Par.  ft.  30 ;  i).  TS 

xui.  «3 ;  xiT.  36 :  IT.  13a :  ixUi 

111,  130,137;  zixii.4,  Oa,  113 
Uij.  piirg.  xxilL  90. 


u  IS. 


lUtalda,   Pnrg. 

S2i  iiiii.8S 

■•T.  Purg. : 


Uinerrt,  Purg.  in.  68.     Par.  ii.S. 
UiuM,  Inf.  T.  4,  17 ;  ilii.  » i  Tii. 

124;  nil.  119,    Paif.LTT. 
Uinataar,  lot  ffl,  I*,  V', 
Uiim,  Parg.  T.  n. 
Miwm,  PoTg.  T.  24. 
Modaoa,  Par.  Ti.  TS. 
Itolda  (HoUav),  Purr.  tii.  96. 
Houaldi,  Purg.  Ti.  lOT. 
Uoulferrat,  Porg.  Til,  ISO. 
HongilHUo,  Inf.  xiT.  50. 
Hontagna,  InC  ziril.  47, 
UralagaiB,  Purg.  tI.  104. 


UooU'lelCro  da  Ouido,  Inf.  iiriL  >T. 
UontciDurlo,  Par.  iri.  64. 
Hootrrregioa.  Inf.  iiti.  I4I. 
MoDlfbrl  di  Ouj,  Inf.  lii.  Ii9. 
Moon,    Uooriili,    Int   arii    87. 

Pnig.  xxiii.  103. 
UordBcai,  Puig.  xrlL  S9. 
Hordrao,  Inf  ixiU.  61. 
MarooDO,  Inf.  xxn.  104. 
Horonto.  Par.xT.  136. 
Uoaca,  Inf  tL  80  i  xxTiH.  106. 
How*,    Inr.   tr.  BT.     Purg.  xxiii. 

80.  Par  !T.»i  xiIt.  194 ;  zari 

4i  i  ziili.  ISO. 


147. 


li-M. 


i 


Nadicina  da  P.  Inl.  nriil.  73. 
Hadilemncan,  Pai;  Ix.  62. 
ll«iiiia,lnf  ii.  &2,6a. 
Mtfra.  Inf  ii.  40. 
Kcldikadin.  Par.  till.  ISS. 
Hdaa^a,  Putg.  nt.  31. 
M^taaw,  Par.  liU.  12S. 
JCeaalippiMi,  Inf.  uzii.  131. 
Hanabo,  Inf.  xariil.  7S. 
Mereury,  l^ir.  it.  et. 
■ataUiu,  Purg.  ii.  137. 
Hleliarl.  Inf.  tiL  II. 
"      Par.  It.  46. 


.  40  ;    "^      Haul.  de*.  Inf  zi 
jL  lie.  Hnthw,  Par.  IT   ~ 

H:rrTha,  Inf  i 
MapUa,  P,«.  UL 
Nanlaaua,  Inf.  i 


r  64. 


113. 


Ifaildiua,  Inf  nt.  04. 
Nathan,  Par.  lU.  lU. 
Nitarrs,  Inf.  nlL  48,  ISl. 
L.  143. 


I,  Sn2 
Miobal,f>^''-<U 


RaMictb,  Par.  ix.  ItT. 
NebiuhadBaaar,  Par.  tr.  IC 
ITella,  Parg.  ixiii.  86. 
NeptuD*,    Inf.    zrriiL  B9. 

Pnig.  «iii.     Vtii.  Inf.  xilr.  IIS. 

Kerii,Par.  IT.  110. 
SdoL  KMaui,  lot  li).  67  i  aU.  1. 

Niooolo,  Inf.  uix.  127. 


I 


Niobe,  Purp.  nL  S7. 
KiMi^  iBf.  L  107. 

Para 

Parai 

Ko«h,  Uf.ir.5fl;IV.ia.lT. 

Ko«r».  P«r.  li.  48. 

16, 

Noli,  Purj.  it.  86. 

Pa«i 

A'gniiBDdj.  Pnric.  i*.  M. 

42. 

rConrav,  Pir.  lii.  139. 

Paul, 

ttmnni,  Int  u>ia  69. 

NoTello,  Purr.  vL  16. 

Pa»i, 

^'aYcii■,  Guido,  da.  Inf.  xxrii  41. 

Pd««. 

Kyniphh  Par.  iiiii.  36. 

PeUen 

Obiuo  d'Este,  Inf.  xji.  111. 

pBlonI 

OcliTiaii,  PUTK.  tiL  6. 

Pwda 

Octotwr,  Putx.  Ti.  IM. 

PODdO 

Odms.  Pure.  li.  7S. 

Pwth. 

(Edipu^  PufR.  miii.  M. 

Peia,! 

Olpapiit,  PuiK.  "i'-l*. 

PeriUu 

Ombeno,  Porg.  iL  67. 

Pamas 

OrdelifB.  iDfxifu.  tS. 

Pa>iM 

Or«W^  Purp.  liii,  W. 

Peregii 

Uria.    8(«  BraocL 

V^M^ 

OrnKo,  Purg.  t.  80. 

PeUr, 

Oripnl,  Par.  n.  64. 

91. 

Orifiam^  Par.  xni.  128. 

60; 

Ortudo,  Inf.  uzL  18.    Pv.  xriii. 

xzsi 

44. 

xria 

OrmMni.  Par.  itL  90. 

xxUi 

OroBiua,  Pauiua,  Par.*.  Ufl. 

Orpbeui,  laC  ».  139. 

Petar'a 

Onim,  In£  ni.  70. 

XDC 

PbUlp  IV.  ih* 

Piirg.  Tii-lOU.     Par.iii.l89. 
FUf^lu.     Seo  Plrgiu. 
nkfra,  IdC  liv  S8. 
nooidi,  Par.  uvii.  83. 
Fbcnui,  Inf  uiv.  10*. 
Pbolui,  iDf  ni.  72. 
FbotiDiw,  Inf.  D.  e. 
Pbyllia,  Pu.  ii.  100. 
PiB,  Purs-  T.  isa. 
PUt*,  Pv.  ix.  97. 
Ficcuk,  Pury.  uir.  10,    hr.  iu. 

49;  It.  97.  IIS. 
ROK,  PuifT.  i.  U. 
FiMUO,  Inf.  xii*.  118. 
FUr  da  Im  Urate.  Pur;.  *L  13. 
PIdola,  Pvrg.  iTili,  B3. 
Plrtn  delta  Tfslla,  Purg.  T.  ISO. 
netrcjwno,  Inf.  ixiii.  29. 
t^tn  Damiaaa,  Par.  iiL  111. 
Firli.Par.  IT>.  IDS. 
Flhte,  Purs-  xi.  91. 
FfiutiiwDU,  laf.  IX.  90. 
Pi-,  Inf.  mm.  79.  Purg.  vl.  17. 
PiBUi*.lnr.ExxiQ.  30-  Pu^.iiT.SS. 
Piaeta,  Inf.  U.  113  ;  Purg.  I.  SI. 
PtHatnlua.  Pur^.  it.  103. 
PMsia,  Inf. ixlv.  136. 113;  xxr. !& 
Tint  I,  Pnr.  xxvil.  H. 
rUtO,  Inf.    ir.  134.  Piu;.  HI  13; 

Tar.  iv.  M.  19. 
Rwt<M,lDf.<LllS;  111.!.    Pui;. 

PB.  Int  t.  09 ;  n.  78.    Pniy.  xir. 

91;  STi.  lis.     Pu.Tt.at. 
PidlDil,  Purx-  II'  06. 

PaWIaf  >i.  113. 

PoImU,  Inr  uHl.  41. 
Polilraa,  Inf  lu.  17. 
PotjtolMn,  Twrr- 1.  32. 
pDljdarua,  Inf.  nx.  10.  Pur(.  u. 

lift. 
Mjbfniila,  Rir.  xilii.  SO. 
PoljnUHatOT.  Purgr-ix.  IIS. 
PolniiCM,  Inf.  ziti.  M.  iMrf .  xxil. 

67. 
Pompej.  Par.  ri.  S3,  TS. 
Fvpat,  Inf.  TiL  46 1  Pv.  ll.  IM. 
Porta  BaU,  Par.  xl.  47. 
.Xtetas^,pH.Zlx.ia>L 


Pnta.  5m  Ooida. 
Prita,  lor.  xiT,  9. 
Pratama^o,  Piuy.  T 
Prcaai,  Par.  irt.  100. 
PrUin.  Inf.  ni.  IS. 
Prlacttn,  Inf.  ir.  lOD. 
PngiM,  PutK-  irii.  W. 
PTaatTpine,  Purg.  xxriii.  49. 
Premfala,  Par.  tj.  IW. 


nonniati.    Sng  Satrani. 
Ptolcmea,  Inf.  xi 
PtDlenj,  Kinf,  Par.  tL  69. 
Ptnlam;.  Int  1*.  148. 
Pacdo.  Inf.  XXI.  148. 
I^finaltoo,  Purg.  i 
PjnBiiB.Par|-.Kii 
Fyrrtaiu,  Iiif.xU.  |M.     PiV.  Vkfll 
Quaman,  Inf.  ix.  113. 
Quiriniui.  Par.  rtii.  131. 
Ralwn,  Par.  lii.  IM. 
RMlwel,  Inf.li.  lOS;  iv. 

xiTiL  194  ;  Par.  ixiU.  8. ' 
Rabab,  Par.  ix.  1 
Rapluel,  Par.  ir. 

luida,  Par.  xiz.  _ 

HaTenaa,  Inf.    t.  97;    XXvU.   4«| 

Par.  ri.  61. 
Raii^aani,  hr.  irl. 
Raymond,  B(nms«t,  Par.ii.  134. 
Rebecca,  Par.  xxiH.  10. 
RedSn,Pur^.xvin.  IM;  Fw. 
heboboam,  Purf.  xU.  4S, 
Rno.  Inf.  iTtii.  SO. 
Rlva,  iof.  iIt.  101. 
Rtaio«,  ParK-  iiT.  9!  I  n 
Rliodopv.  Par.  li.  101. 
Rhour,  Inf.   Ii.  1(2;  Pu.  li. 

Tui.  68. 

Kkcardo.  8L  V.  Ptr.  _ 

Hhaiai  da.  HalaMMa.  Inf.  xs«tU.afc 
KBkii.  Bra  Ciatbiin.Oi>nM«^  Mmo. 
Rlpbnu,  Par.  xx.  W,  104. 

JUpfaou,  Put.  wri.  «*. 

BiiMnl,  Par.  iriU.  4«. 
Retan.    STCQaknafd. 
Kobtrt,  XHrof  Xaplw,  Pn.  rlii .  »•!. 
Kodnl^,  don  «r  Chari**    Uartrl, 

Par.  Yllt  73, 
Rtttolph,  BDipmr,  Puif.  rl.  IMf :« 


134. 

1 


I 


i  .  »; 
I .  I  > 


I' 


I  t, 


'M 


'  t. 


Ill  t 

I  I 


■  I 


iiit 


I    I 


1. 


k 


■  I    , 


1 


M 


f  ■ 

;i 


■'I  I 


jvi.l0;xxiv.63;ixvi.. 

Romena,  Inf.  xxx.  73 
Borneo,  Par.  vi.  128,135. 
Komoald,  Par.  xxii.  49. 
Bomulua.  See  Quirinus. 
Koncesvalles,  Inf.  xxxi.  16 

H«Sr'°*^'  P»nr.  xii.  102.' 

Kubicantlnf.xxi.  I23,x. 
Bubicon.  Par.  vi.  62. 

««gKieri,  Inf.  xxxiii.  U. 

RuBticucci,  Inf.  vi.  80  ;  xvi 

SabeUiua,  Par.  xiii.  127. 
SabeUua  Inf.  xxv.  94. 
f*bme,  P^.  vi.  40. 

Sjoohetd  Par.  xTi.  104. 
«^n   Inf.  iv.  129. 

fi^tarello  Par.  XV.  128. 

£i:;»^'P-P«nr.xi.i2i. 

Samana,  Puiy.  ^j.  3^ 
San  I^,  Purgr.  iv.  26. 

8«nterno  Inf.xxy,i.49. 

f»nV,ttor.    SeeVgo. 
Sapia,  Purgr.  xiii.  109. 

Sapphire,  Purgr.  XX.  112. 
S«h,  Par.  xxxii.  10. 
^iJwiapaluB  ftu-.  XV.  107. 
Sardinia,  Inf.  xxii.  89 ;  xxvi 
«ix.47;Pury.xviii.80;  J 


SiaoD,  IpI  XIX.  9 
Sion,  Porir-  iv.  68, 
Kracco.  Purtr,  XI 


SooiBhs,  Inf.  iv.  131. 

^odom,  Inf.  li.  SO. 

Soldan.  luf.  r.  60  ;  xtvu.  SO.    Pi 

xi.  101. 
SoMouler  dd  O.  Int  ixiii.  131. 
Sdilsnien,  Par.  in.  93. 
ealomon,  Par.  i.  1 1 1 ;  xiii.  48,  B( 
Solon,  Par.  viii.  124. 
Sofdello.  PuTf ,  vi.  76 ;  tU.  S,  61 

Sor^  Par.  Tiii.  G9. 

Spun,  Inf.  mil.  103.     Pur^t.  iri 

101.    Par.  d.  Sli  xiL  40;  xi 

124. 
Spaniiud*,  Par.  xxix.  101. 
Splihii,  Purg.  ixnii.  47. 
Ststiui,   Purg.  xii.  01  )    Iiii.    S> 

iiir.   im;  iiv.  SSi  zxril.  4! 

iixii.  30;  iiiiiL  13fi. 
8(epbM,  St.  Pur;,  xt.  107. 
8tn««,  Inf.  xxix.  ISB. 
StrapbulM,  Inf.  xiii.  9. 
S171,  Inf.  vii.  104,  108;   ii.  8: 


Terence,  Purg'.  izii.  07. 
Terra,  Purg.  ixii.  119. 
Thais,  Inf.  xviii.  133. 
ThalM,  Inf.  IT.  137. 


1 1 1  niiii.  8A.   Pul|.   | 


Tfam 


a,  lot.L 
;.  123. 


Lt7.   Purg.   I 


114. 

8;bi],  Par.  iiiili.  06. 
S;lT«(er  Popr.     See  SDveiter. 
SylTCfKr.  Par.  il.  63. 
Sylvius,  Inf.  ii.  13. 
Bjren,  Furs.  xii.   10;   xiii. 

Par,  xii.  8. 
Sjrini,  Purg.  iiiii.  86. 
evabia,  Par.  iii.  110. 
TaocD.     Sen  Uhino. 
Taddeiu,  I'ar.  lii.  83. 
TaKllncoua.  Inf.  xzTlIi.  18. 
Tue-lluaenro,  Pur.  ix.  44. 
IWunun,  Purg.  xiii.  163. 
Tambemicchi,  Inf.  xxxii.  SS. 
Tanaii,  Inf.  uiii.  ST. 
Tarpaa,  Purft.  ii.  13fl, 
Tanjuin.  Inf.  iV.  127. 
Tarttra,  Inf.  iviL  17. 

I^UTtU,  PlU^.  XXV.  S. 

TebHJddJo,  Inf.  iiiii.  19S. 
Teggrliiiiio.     See  Aldrobrandi. 
Telunucbuf,  Inf.  uvi.  04. 


TheCia,  Purg.  ziii.  113. 
Thibautt,  Inf.  xxiL  b2. 
Tbou.  Sn'  Ljcurgna. 
Thiabe,  Purg.  xxvii.  38. 
ThoDiu  St.  Par.  ivj.  139. 
TiMraM  St.  8e«  Aquiiiu. 
Tbyrobra,  Purg.  xii.  31. 
Tiber,  Inf.  xxvii.  30 ;  Pmf .  iL  lOU  J 
Tiberim,  Par.  vi  86. 
Tegnow  F.  Purg.  xir.  lOi 
'Hgrii.Purg.  Dudii.  113. 
TireuM,  Infl  xi.  40:  Pnr^.  xxtL  i 
113.  * 

•nMu^  Inf.  m.  m. 
Tifiphone,  Inf.  ii.  48. 
Tithon,  Porg.  ii.  S. 
Tilua,  Purg.  xii.  82 ;  Pit.  vi.  M. 
Ticyon,  InT.  xixi.  124. 
Tobia*,  Par.  iv.  43. 
ToloM,  Purg.  xii.  89. 
Tomyria,  Purg.  liL  66. 
Toppo,  Inf.  liii.  ISl. 
Tongnaliu,  Par.  vi.  46. 


107. 


76. 
TrnvertBri,  Pnrg. 
TraTenaro,  Purr.  liv.  08. 
Trenio,  oily.  Inf.  ili.  ( 
Trespian,  Par.  xvi.  54. 
Trisir.un,  Inf.  v.  67, 
Trojan,   Inf.  i.  74  ;  I 

£3.  Par.  u.  68. 
TVonia,  Par.  viii.  83, 
Troy,  Inf.  i.  74  ;  xxx, 

118.   Purg.iii.Gl. 


460 

ITOEX.                                ^^1 

TuUiu.,  Inf.  iv.  140. 

Virzil,  pMBin.                              1 

Tupino.  Pb-.  n.  48. 

TbtW*,  Pur^.  fiL  5». 

Vitaliuo,  Inf.  rrii.  eS. 

TWkCinf.  xTii.  17. 

Vollo,  Swto.  Inf.  nri.  48. 

Tnruiu,  iBf.  i.  108. 

Tulnip.  Inf  lir.  57. 

Tiucan.  tirf.   u>i.  9Ti    uiC 

.   76; 

ClnldiQi,  Inf.  X.  120  ;  xniH.  U. 

nviii.  108;    mii.  66. 

Purj. 

Cbaldin  ddle  Pa>,  Pv?.  xafr.M 

li.  68:  lir.  1U3.  184;  ivi 

.137. 

Ul«ldQ.  P«.  li.  4*. 

Tmcanj.  Inf.  uiv.  193.     ParB.  M. 

Ubwli,  Inf.  niii.  loa. 

110;   liii.  Ha:    lir.  16. 

Pu-. 

6«FuinBU,HMn,D«Hi« 

u.  00;  ii{[.  117. 

Ughi,  Phi.  rrt.  98. 

Tjd«m,lnCinaL130. 

Uro,  Pur.  lii.  133. 

Tyrol,  Inf.  n.  82. 

UpoHa.    SwPHitoJi. 

Vntboaa  di  L.  Purg.  ii».  98. 

U^lina,Inf.xix£LKc    Pvc.ri 

Tddoran,  Purp.  liv.  30. 

104. 

VBldigrie™,  Par.  ivi.  65. 

Ul;w>,  Inf.  xxvi,  M.     Par*.  U 

Vildinufrra,  Inf.  niv.  US. 

PuiK- 

Sa.     Pm-.htU-S!. 

viii.  116. 

Ur«ii>,Puii.«ii.*l. 

TiUdi  PHdD,P»r.  IT.  137. 

Crbnn,  Pk.  xirii.  45. 

Vwmi  Fuoci,  Inf.  tiiv.  ISJ. 

Crbino,  Inf.  iivU.  89. 

Vo.  Par.  vi.  58. 

Crbii^lifl,  Pw.  ivi.  78. 

V«iTo,  Fur^.  xiu.  98, 

rti«,Purf.ir4. 

V.lio«n,  Pur.  u.  139. 

'WuD  CbM-lm'ts  Pu»,  L  30. 

Veochio,  Pw.  IT.  lie. 

VUtiam  of  HoDtfoKU,  Pun.  < 

Tenioe.  Tenetuui,  Inf.  Ed.  7. 

Par. 

134. 

U-S6. 

ofSicily.  P<u-.  U.61. 

Venice,  Gulf  of,  P«r.  viii.  OS. 

of  Ntivwn,  Paig.  viU  1«. 

Venu«,  Piirg.  ixt.  133;  iivi 

P«.  viii.  2. 
TBTeelli.  Inf.  uviii.  75. 

u.  61. 

Count  of  Orinps  Pw,  zxH 

WincaO.MlI.Plnr.TH.m.   r^ 

Veide,  Purj:.  iii.  ISl.     Pw.  v 

iii.GS. 

ToroD*.  Inf.  IV.  128 ;«.(». 

I'urg. 

Wo!f,'she,'lnf.  i.  49. 

iviii.  118. 

Smia,PurF.  CTTiiL7«.    FMT.I^ 

Vereoiia,  Pnr.  nii.  104. 

120. 

Veruchio,  Inf.  uvH,  48. 

Zuwhe  U.  lot  xiiL  S3:  na.  M 

T»o,  Inf.  itL  95. 

Zeno,  Inf.  iv.  139. 

V«miia,  Inf.  ivi.  05. 

Z»ao,Saa.  Purpr.  ivin.  118. 

^Tcenw.  Put.  ii.  48. 

Zito,  Sant>,  IqH  nL  38. 

Vigiie  delk  HfiTi,  Inf.  »iii,  6« 

1. 

Zodino.Puiy.iv.ei.     P»r.,.  13. 
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